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PREFACE. 


I 


N  fubmitting  to  the  Public  the  Seventh  Volume  of  this  Col« 

leAioriy  the  Editor  flatters  himfelf  that  it  will  be  found  to  in« 
elude  documents  of  equal,  perhaps  of  fuperior  importance,  to 
aay  of  thofe  contained  in  the  preceding  volumes. 

As  be  has  been  Angularly  fortunate  in  procuring  a  confiderable 
number  of  State  Papers,  which,  he  trufts,  have  never  yet  been 
publilhed  in  England,  he  thinks  it  neceflary  to  dired  the  attention 
of  the  Public  in  a  more  particular  manner  to  them.    Of  the  nego« 
tiation  at  Paris  between  the  United  States  of  America  and  the  Re- 
public of  France  no  complete  account  had  hitherto  been  colle^d  ; 
the  Editor  therefore  obtained  from  America  an  oflicial  copy  of  the 
proceedings  printed  by  order  of  Congrefs.  The  very  detailed  letter 
from  the  American  minifters*  upon  the  diflferences  between  the 
two  nations,  and  upon  the  condud  of  France  towards  the  United  ^ 
States,  has  never  yet  been  publiQied  in  this  country.     The  fame 
afTcrtion  may  be  made  with  refpe£l  to  the  anfwer  of  the  American 
miniderst  to  the  letter  of  the  French  minifter  for  foreign  affairs. 
But  the  Editor  has  alfo  been  able  to  render  the  narrative  of  the 
D^;otiation  (lill  more  complete  even  than  the  official  publication 
of  the  American  government.     That  publication  concludes  with 
the  departure  of  General  Pinckney  and  General  Marfhall  from 
Paris.     From  the  French  official  papers  the  Editor  has  extracted 
all   the  fubfcquent  correfpondence  between  Mr.  Gerry  and  the 
French  minifter  to  the  departure  of  the  former  from  France,  and 
the  final  rupture  of  the  negotiati^*  ;* '  \  ^  : 

Hitherto  the  Public  have  only  ^m  i'  {hort'and'Uil^tisfadory 
account  of  thofe  didurbances  at  Viensnai\^icbIcd;tGrthe  departure 
of  the  Frcoch  ambafTador  Bernadotte//j6m  thsU  Vfapital.  The 
*"  will  here  find  an  official  accoiiut  VJf  Jh]pevcirf  by  Bernadotte 

•  F^2r  **»  to  265.  '\  Page  399  to  426. 

a  7,  himfelf. 
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if  Preface. 

• 

himfelf*,    \vhich  the  Editor  has  tranflated  from  the  German 
papers. 

The  changes  wlych  have  taken  place  in  the  government  of  the 
cantons  of  Switzerland)  the  dedrudion  of  the  Papal  power,  the 
negotiations  at  Radadt,  and  the  expedition  of  Buonaparte  to 
Egypt,  have  engaged  the  attention  of  all  Europe.  It  has  there- 
fbre  been  the  fedulous  attention  of  the  Editor  td  procure  every  of- 
ficial document  relative  to  thofe  important  events. 

The  aflfkirs  of  Irtland,  and  the  recent  rebellion  in  that  country, 
promoted  and  encouraged  by  the  French  government,  come  natu- 
lially  within  the  fcope  of  a  publication!  whofe  profefied  objefl  is 
to  colled  every  ftate  paper  that  relates  to  the  war  with  France. 
The  Editor  has  inferted  all  the  Proclamations  publiflied  daring  the 
progrefs  of  that  i^bellion,  together  with  the  very  interefting  Re- 
ports upon  it  prefented  to  both  Houfes  of  the  Irifli  Parliament : 
to  thefe  are  added  the  able  and  fatisfadory  Report />n  the  treatment 
of  French  prifoners  in  England,  a  document  highly  gratifying  to 
the  national  charifier. 

It  has  hitherto  been  ufual  to  arrange  the  Proclamations,  Corre- 
fpondence,  and  Piapers  relative  to  Neutral  Powers,  under  didinft 
heads.  That  arrangement  having  been  found  inconvenient,  all 
the  papers  in  this  volurne  have  been  claiTed  under  one  general 
head :  but  as  a  very  copious  Indek  has  been  added,  no  perfon 
can  experience  the'fmalleft  difficulty  in  finding  any  paper  he 
may  want,  whether  it  relates  to  the  neutral  or  belligerent  powers. 

In  the  preccdirigVolumes,  the  Appendix,  containing  the  hiftoryof 
the  war  from  the  Gazettes,  has  always  been  brought  down  to  as  late 
a  period  as  poflible.  In  the  prefent  volunle  that  rule  has  been  depart- 
ed from,  for  two  reafdns :  ift,  the  fize  of  the  volume  was  already 
fufficiently  large ;  and,  adiy,  the  Editor  had  every  ^eafon  to  believe 
that  its  [iilbJicaltoVi^^  inipat(C^  The  Appendix 

thercfore**ftas*dftl^*bccp^cpgipIcted  to  the  beginning  of  March.^ 
The  remainder ^:4f  dfetCaS^Wtes  are  referved  for  the  fuccceding 
Vblutnc.       .  •..•   •   ••:.••::    : 
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As  he  has  been  Angularly  fortunate  in  procuring  a  confiderable 

xmmber  of  State  Papers,  which,  he  trufts,  have  never  yet  been 
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I    publiflied  in  England,  he  thinks  it  neceflary  to  diieSt  the  attention 
of  the  Public  in  a  more  particular  manner  to  them.     Of  the  nego* 
tiation  at  Paris  between  the  United  States  of  America  and  the  Re- 
public of  France  no  complete  account  had  hitherto  been  colle£led  ; 
the  Editor  therefore  obtained  from  America  an  oflicial  copy  of  the 
proceedings  printed  by  order  of  Congrefs.  The  very  detailed  letter 
bom  the  American  minifters*  upon  the  diflferences  between  the 
two  nations,  and  upon  the  condudl  of  France  towards  the  United  ^ 
States,  has  never  yet  been  publiQied  in  this  country.     The  fame 
aflertion  may  be  made  with  refpe£l  to  the  anfwer  of  the  American 
minifterst  to  the  letter  of  the  French  minifter  for  foreign  affairs. 
But  the  Editor  has  alfo  been  able  to  render  the  narrative  of  the 
n^otlation  dill  more  complete  even  than  the  official  publication 
of  the  American  government.    That  publication  concludes  with 
the  departure  of  General  Pinckney  and  General  Nfarfhall  from 
Paris.     From  the  French  official  papers  the  Editor  has  extracted 
aD  the  fubfequent  correfpondence  between  Mr.  Gerry  and  the 
French  minifter  to  the  departure  of  the  former  from  France,  and 
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himfelf*,   \vhich  the  Editor  has  tranflated  from  the  German 
papers. 

The  changes  wlych  have  taken  place  in  the  {[overnment  of  the 
cantons  of  Switzerland>  the  dedrudion  of  the  Papal  power,  the 
negotiations  at  Radadt,  and  the  expedition  of  Buonaparte  to 
Egypt,  have  engaged  the  attention  of  all  Europe.  It  has  there- 
fbre  been  the  fedulous  attention  of  the  Editor  to  procure  every  of- 
ficial document  relative  to  thofe  important  events. 

The  aflfkirs  of  Irtland,  and  the  recent  rebellion  in  that  country, 
promoted  and  encouraged  by  the  French  government,  come  hatu- 
jrally  within  the  fcope  of  a  publication  whofe  profefied  objed  is 
to  coiled  every  ftate  paper  that  relates  to  the  war  with  France. 
The  Editor  has  inferted  all  the  Proclamations  publifhed  daring  the 
progrefs  of  that  rebellion,  together  with  the  very  interefting  Re- 
ports upon  it  prefented  to  both  Houfes  of  the  Irifli  Parliament : 
to  thefe  are  added  the  able  and  fatisfadpry  Reportjon  the  treatment 
of  French  prifoners  in  England,  a  document  highly  gratifying  to 
the  national  charaAer. 

It  has  hitherto  been  ufual  to  arfaiige  the  Proclamations,  Corre- 
fpondence,  and  Pkpers  relative  to  Neutral  Powers,  under  diftinA 
beads.  That  Arrangement  having  been  found  inconvenient,  all 
the  papers  in  this  volume  have  been  claiTed  under  one  general 
head  :  but  as  a  very  copious  Index  has  been  added,  no  perfon 
can  experience  the'fmalleft  difficulty  in  finding  any  paper  he 
may  want,  whether  it  relates  to  the  neutral  or  belligerent  powers. 
In  the  preceding  Volumes,  the  Appendix,  containing  the  hiftoryof 
the  war  from  the  Gazettes,  has  always  been  brought  down  to  as  late 
a  period  as  poflible.  In  theprefent  volume  that  rule  has  been  depart- 
ed from,  for  two  reafons :  ift,  the  fize  of  the  volume  was  already 
fufficiently  large ;  and,  adiy,  the  Editor  had  every ^eafon  to  believe 
that  its  pablKalL>a**w9^.  iinpsit  The  Appendix 

thercforc'ftas'dftl^'bccn/cpgipleted  to  the  beginning  of  March. 
The  remainder '.of  ^iCsai^tcs  are  referved  for  the  fuccceding 
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STATE     PAPERS. 


•a«dMMi 


TREATIES,  ARMISTICES,  &c* 


t>M(y  rfMnJhi  mi  itfkf^  Attimui  iehvHn  ike  Pntub  AipuUst 
md  tkeKi^g  ^  SMnSma.  Ratlfiid  fythf  Cmncil  rf  Frui  Himdni 
m  the  ijl  Btummrw  (Oit.  21)1  mU  fy  ihe  Cemuil  efdndenii  M 
tke  4ib  ef  the  Jam  Mmth  (OM.  24),  1797. 

THE  Executive  Direftory  of  the  French  ttpublic^   aild  &ft 

Mijclly  the  King  of  Sarainbi  being  deflrotis^  by  everj  means 

|q  their  power,  and  by  the  moft  intimate  union  of  their  reTpedtive 

interefts.  to  contribute  as  fpeedily  as  poffible  to  the  reftoration  of 

that  peace  which  is  the  objcA  of  their  wifhes^  and  which  wilt 

lecure  the  repofe  and  the  tranquillity  of  Italy^  have  determined 

CD  eater  into  a  treaty  of  ofienfive  and  defenfivt  alliance  \  and  havd 

charged  with  full  povrers  to  that  tSk&f  viz*  on  the  part  of  tiM 

Executive  Diredory  of  the  French  republic>  Citizen  Htnxf 

J^mes  William  Clarke,  general  of  divifion  in  the  armies  of  th9 

republic;  and  on  the  part  of  his  Majefty  the  King  of  Sardinia,  the 

Cheralier  D.  Clement  Damian  de  Priocia,  knight  of  the  grand 

crofs  of  the  order  of  Saints  Maurice  and  Lazarus,  firft  fecretarf 

of  (bte  in  his  Majefty's  department  for  foreign  affairs,  and  prefix 

dent  of  the  home  department ;  who,  after  exchanging  their  rr> 

fpedive  powers,  concluded  as  follows : 

I.  There  (hall  be  an  ofitnfive  and  defenfive  alliance  betweett 
the  French  republic  and  the  King  of  Sardinia,  until  the  period  of 
continental  peace.  This  alliance  (hall  then  become  purely  defen* 
five,  and  (hall  be  eftablKhed  upon  a  bails  agreeable  to  the  red' 
procal  interefts  of  both  powers* 

I I .  The  prefent  alliance  having  for  hs  objed  to  haflen  the  refto^ 
ration  of  peace,  and  to  fecure  the  fiimre  tranquillity  of  Italy,  Its 
eaecution  during  the  prefent  war  (hall  be  diredea  fblely  againft' 
the  Emperor  oC  Gtrmanyi  bo  beiM  tho  only  cootinenial  power 

Vol.  VII.  a  that 


(  «  ) 

iTiat  prefents  obftacles  to  ivifhes  fo  faluttry.  His  Majeftythe 
King  of  Sardinia  (hall  remain  neuter  with  regard  to  England  and 
to  the  other  powers  (lill  at  war  with  the  French  republic. 

III.  The  French  republic  and  his  Sardinian  Majefty  guarantee 
reciprocally,  by  all  the  means  in  their  power,  their  refpedive 
pofleflions  which  they  now  hold  in  Europe  ^ring  the  exifience  of 
the  prefent  alliance.  The  two  powers  ihall  unite  their  forces 
againft  the  common  enemy  externally,  and  (hall  give  no  aid,  di- 
refily  or  indire^lly,  to  the  internal  enemies  of  either. 

IV.  The  contingent  of  troops  which  his  Majefty  the  King  of 
Sardinia  (hall  furnifh  immediately  in  confequence  of  the  prefent 
treaty,  (hall  be  8000  infantry  and  1000  cavalry,  and  forty  pieces 
of  cannon.  In  cafe  the  two  powers  (hall  think  it  necelTary  to 
augment  this  contingent,  fuch  augmentation  (hall  be  concerted  and 
regulated  by  commiflioners  invefled  with  full  powers  to  that  efFefl 
by  the  Executive  Dire&ory  and  his  Majefty  the  King  of 
Sardinia. 

V%  The  contingent  of  troops  and  artillery  (hall  be  ready  and 
liflembled  at  Novarra,  viz*  5CX)  cavalry,  4000  infantry,  and 
twelve  field-pieces,  by  the  30th  of  Germinal  current  (April  19}, 
and  the  remainder  in  a  fortnight  after. 

This  contingent  (hall  be  maintained  at  the  expenfe  of  his 
Majefty  thd  King  of  Sardinia,  and  (hall  receive  orders  from  the 
commander  in  chief  of  the  French  army  in  Italy. 
:  A  feparate  convention  felled  in  concert  with  the  commander 
in  chief  of  the  French  army,  thall  regulate  the  nature  of  the 
iervice  of  this  contingent. 

.  VL  The  troops  which  form  this  contingent,  (hall  participate, 
in  proportion  to  the. number  which  may  be  under  arms,  in  th& 
contributions  which  (hall  be  levied  from  the  conquered  countries; 
leckoning  from  the  day  of  the  union  of  the  contingent  to  the  army 
isi  the  republic. 

.VII.  The  French  republic  promifes  to  procure  to  his  Majefty 
fhe  King  of  Sardinia,  at  the  period  of  a  general  or  continental 
peace,  all  the  advantages  which  cixcumftances  may  permit  him 
to  obtain. 

"Will.  Neither  of  the  contrading  powers  (hall  conclude  a 
feparate  peace  with  the  common  enemy,  and  no  armiftice  (hall  be 
agreed  to  by  the  French  republic,  in  which  his  Sardinian  Majefty 
it  not  included. 

•  IX.  All  the  contributions  impofed  on  the  ftates  of  his  Sardi* 
nian  Majefty  which  are  not  yet  paid  up,  (ball  ceafe  to  be  de<» 
manded  immediately  after  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications  of  the 
prefent  treaty. 

.  X.  The  fiirni(hing8  which  from  the  fame  period  (hall  be  made 
in  the  (btes  of  his  Majefty  the  King  of  Sardinia  to  the  French 
troops,  or  to  prifoners .  of  war^  #ntf  ;al[b  thofe^  which  may  have 
:•  ^      ,         '  already 


f 


i 


(    iii    ) 

ilttaAj  bftn  made  in  virtue  of  private  contrad$,  and  which  hare 
not  yet  been  paid  for  by  the  French  republic,  (hall  be  returned  in 
kind  to  the  troops  forming  the  contingent  of  his  Sardinian  Ma« 
jefty:  and  if  the  amount  of  the  furni(hings  (hould  exceed  the 
wants  of  the  contingent,  the  overplus  (hall  be  repaid  in  fpecie. 

XI.  The  two  contra&ing  parties  fhall  immediately  appoint 
commiflioners  charged  to  negotiate  in  their  name  a  treaty  of  com* 
merce  agreeably  to  the  balis  ftipulated  in  article  VII.  of  the 
treaty  of  peace  concluded  at  Paris  between  the  French  republic 
and  the  King  of  Sardinia. — Meanwhile  the  pods  and  all  other 
commercial  relations  fhall  be  re-eftabli(hed  without  delay  in  tho 
fame  manner  as  they  were  before  the  war. 

XIL  The  ratifications  of  the  prefent  treaty  of  alliance  (hall  be 
exchanged  at  Paris  in  the  (horteft  delay  poifible. 

Done  and  figned  at  Turin  on  the  i6th  of  Germinal  (April  5)9 
5th  year  of  the  French  republic* 

(Signed)  H.  Clarke. 

Clement  Damxan. 

The  Executive  Directory  ratify  and  (ign  the  prefent  treaty  of 
alliance  with  his  Majefty  the  King  of  Sardinia*  negotiated  in  the 
name  of  the  French  republic  by  Henry  James  Clarke,  general  of 
divifion,  appointed  by  an  order  of  the  Executive  Diredory  on 
the  13th  Ventofe  lait,  and  charged  with  inftrudions  to  tho 
above  efie£t. 

Done  at  the  national  palace  on  the  aad  Germinal,  5th  year  of 
the  French  republic. 


Tnatj  of  the  Union  of  the  Republic  of  Mulhaufen  to  the  French 

R^ublic. 

TTHE  Executive  Direftory  of  the  French  republic  being  aflured 
that  the  magiftrates,  councils,  citizens,  and  inhabitants  of 
the  republic  of  Mulhaufen  have  exprefled  a  dcfire  to  be  united  to 
the  French  republic,  and  to  be  incorporated  with  the  great  natioOy 
and  willing  to  give  to  the  mod  ancient  ally  of  France  the  lad  proof 
ef  her  jgenerous  friendfliip,  have  appointed  Citizen  John  Ulric 
Metzger,  member  of  the  central  adminiftiation  of  the  department 
of  the  Upper  Rhine,  commiflioner  of  government,  to  afcertaiu 
their  withes  for  fuch  union,  and  to  (lipulate  the  mode  and  con- 
ditions of  .the  fame;  for  which  purpofe  the  magiftrates,  &c.  of 
die  republic  of  Mulhaufen  have  nominated  to  treat  and  (lipulate 
intheirname,  MeiTrs.  Jean  Hofer,  burgomafter,  Jolhua  Hofcr, 
fyndic,  Paul  Hagenin,  Jeremiah  Koechlin,  both  members  of  the 
gnat  council,  James  Koechlin,  one  of  the  four  ailidants  to  the 
|icau  touncii,  and  SebaAtan  Sperlini  all  of  the  town  of  Mulhaur 

a  %  fen» 


(  '«  ) 

(en,  and  equally  and  fully  diarg«d  and  authorised  to  ftipulate  for 
the  inhabitants  of  Illzach  and  Modcnheim,  v*hich  fonn  the 
republic  and  dependency  of  Mulhaufen.  The  French  commif^ 
fioner  having,  by  the  authentic  documents  fubjoined^  verified  the 
free  expreflion  d  their  wilhes  for  the  union,  the  commiffiooer 
and  dep\ities,  |fter  producing  and  exchanging  their  full  powers, 
pgreed  on  the  Allowing  articles: 

I.  The  French  republic  accepts  the  wiih  of  the  citizens  of 
the  republic  of  Mulbaufen,  and  that  of  the  inhabitants  of  di0 
-commune  of  Illzach,  and  its  appendage  of  Modeniieim,  both 
forming  a  dependency  of  Mulhaufen ,  and  declares  the  fiud  ciuzent 
and  inhabitants  Frenchmen  born. 

II.  The  French  government,  ts  a  mark  of  attachment  to 
its  ancient  allies,  ponlents  to  prolong  their  (late  of  neutrality,  and 
coniequently  exempts  them  from  all  real  and  perfonal  requifitioos, 
and  from  the  quartering  of  foldiers,  during  the  prefent  war^  and 
lintil  the  period  of  general  peace. 

Jll.  Thofe  citizens  and  inhabitants  of  Mulhaufen,  &c.  who 
may  be  inclrned  to  remove  with  all  their  eiFe£ls  into  Switzer* 
jand^  or  elfewhere,  Ihall  be  allowed  one  year  from  the  ratifica* 
^on  of  this  treaty,  to  prepare  for  their  departure,  and  three 
years  to  accoqipUlb  the  fale  and  liquidation  of  their  property 
find  debts. 

IV.  All  the  lands  and  eflftfis  of  the  town,  thofe  within  ita 
wvp  difiridt,  and  thofe  which  it  poflefles  in  the  diftriA  of 
Illzach,  and  which  are  under  the  management  of  its  magtftrate 
and  his  agents,  thofe  allotted  to  the  hofpital,  public  buildings, 
and  thofe  appropriated  to  public  fundionaries,  mills,  commona, 
Arable  brndi,  mpadows,  paftures,  forafts,  whether  within  <ir 
without  the  boundaries  ot  the  territory  of  Mulhaufen,  and  all 
rents  or  quit -rents  which  may  be  due  to  the  commune,  the 
hofpital,  or  any  other  corporation  or  foundation  of  Mulhaufen--— 
sn  general  terms,  all  that  conftitoted  the  patrimony  of  the  faid 
republic,  and  which  was  known  under  the  general  name  tit  coqw 
mon  property,  (hall  belong  in  full  right  and  without  any  diminu<r 
tion  to  the  commune  of  Mulhaufen. 

V.  The  buildings,  goods  moveable  and  immoveable,  and 
fums  of  money,  forming  the  appanage  of  the  (ix  corpora- 
tions called  tribes  (Zunile),  (hall  alfo  be  regarded  as  common 
property. 

vl.  The  forefts,  buildings,  and  lands,  belonging  to  the  Teu- 
tonic order  of  Malta,  as  well  as  the  poileifions  of  the  chapter  of 
Arlecheim,  and  the  abbey  of  Lucellcs,  within  the  territory  of 
Mulhaufen,  (hall  become  the  property  of  the  commune. 

VII.  Whatever  meafures  the  republic  of  Mulhaufen  maj  have 
taken,  previous  to  the  exchange  of  the  ratificatioii  of  thefc  pre* 
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icnts,  relative  to  the  various  fpecies  of  property  mentioned  in  th^ 
4th,  5th>  and  6th  articles,  ibali  be  executed  according  to  their 
iorm  and  tenour. 

VIIL  The  buildings,  capitals,  rents,  lands,  forefis,  com- 
moosy  and  hemp-fields,  ceded  by  the  town  of  M ulhaufen  to  the 
inhabitants  of  Illzachand  Modenheim,  (hall  belong  to  them  in 
full  property,  without  any  exception,  and  they  (hall  be  free  to 
difpole  of  them  as  they  (ball  judge  moft  fuitable  to  their  own  in- 
tereft. 

IX.  To  encourage  the  negleded  agriculture  of  the  communes 
of  Mulhaufen  and  its  dependencies,  the  French  government  de- 
clares, that  all  the  rents  and  duties  levied  on  the  lands  and  other 
immoveables  of  the  citizens  of  Mulhaufen,  and  their  dependen- 
cies;, for  the  behoof  of  the  orders  mentioned  previoufly,  and 
which  would  fall  in  to  the  nation,  (hall  be  abo1i(hed  witlKmt  any 
indemnity — and  the  lawful  po(re(rors  of  fuch  eftates  (hall  be  ex- 
empt from  any  compenfation,  and  continue  to  enjoy  them  in  per- 
fcAproperty- 

Xt  The  tribunal  of  commerce  of  the  republic  of  Mulhaufen 
flull  be  continued,  and  organized  according  to  the  laws  of  the 
French  republic.    There  (ball  be  two  notary(hips  in  the  town  of 
Mulhaufen— the  one  exercifed  by  the  ancient  GrefEer  Tabellion, 
and  the  other  by  one  of  the  citizens  a  hsmtms:  the  titles,  docu« 
nmts,  and  original  writings  of  the  chancery,  ihall  be  dcpofited 
10  the  archives,  .which  (haU  be  under  the  care  of  an  officer,  to 
be  paid  by  the  commune.     To  facilitate  commercial  relations, 
thm  fliall  be  eftablidied  an  o(fice  for  poft-horfes ;  the  poft-office 
Idt  letters  (hall  be  continued.     The  government  will  eftablifh  a 
iixtSt  communication  with  Bafle,  Colmar,  and  Belford ;  and  to 
lacilitate  the  difpatch  of  bu(inefs,  there  will  be  appointed  a  (lamp 
lad  regifter  office.    The  period  of  their  commencing  bufinefs 
vill  be  fixed  by  the  government,  as  well  as  that  of  the  payment 
of  perfunal  and  real  contributions ;  and  as  there  is  at  prefent  no 
IcgiAer  of  lands,  nor  matriculation  book,  the  citizens  of  Mul* 
baofen  having  been  exempt  from  contributions,   a  commiflion 
vill  be  appointed  to  complete  the  regifter  and  matriculation,,  and 
10  make  preliminary  arrangements  for  fixing  and  aiTefling  the  con- 
tributions. 

XL  To  encourage  the  commerce  and  induflry  of  Mulhaufen, 
and  to  fupport  the  credit  of  the  merchants  who  carry  on  trade 
with  foreign  capitals,  the  French  government  declares*  that  it  meanf 
to  pieferve  to  the  capitalifts  and  its  Swifs  and  other  foreign  depen* 
dencies,  the  fame  rights  and  the  fame  fyftem  of  legiflation  which 
exjfted  before  the  union  of  the  republic  of  Mulhaufen  to  France. 
In  confequence,  all  deeds,  whether  hypothecary  or  under  figo 
i  panual,  difpofitions,  teitaments,  legacies,  and  all  a£ls  anterior 
^  to 
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to  the  ratification  cyf  this  treaty,  fhall  be  executed  according  ta 
the  ftatutery  laws  of  the  town  of  Mulhaufen. 

XII.  The  republic  of  Mulhaufen  renounces  all  its  connexions 
with  the  Helvetic  body ;  it  depofits  in  the  bofom  of  the  French 
Tepublic  its  right  to  independent  fovereigntyy  and  authorizes  the 
French  government  to  notify  to  the  Helvetic  cantons,  in  the  moft 
amicable  manner,  that  their  ancient  allies  will  form  an  inte|[f^l 
part  of  a  people  no  lefs  dear  to  them,  and  united  to  whom  thc^ 
will  not  ceafe  to  be  in  a  (late  of  intimate  relation  with  their  vtaj 
cient  friends. 

XIII.  The  ratification  of  the  prefent  treaty  (hail  be  ex- 
changed within  one  month  from  the  date  of  fignature. 

Done  at  Mulhaufen,  on  the  9th  Pluviofe,  6th  year. 
The  above  treaty  was  ratified  by  the  Councils  pn  the  nth  Ven- 
tofc  (ift  March)  1798. 


4dditianal  ComjtnUen   to  the    Treaty  of  Peace  ft gned  on  the   ^th 
Augufl   1796,    between  the  French  Republic    and  the  Duke    rf 

IVurtemberg. 

. 

I.  npHE  French  republic  (hall  require  andinftft  on  tlirfecu- 
-^  larization  of  the  diftrift  of  Oberkirch,  belonging  to  the 
late  bifhopric  of  StraA>urgh,  the  abbey  of  Zweifalteni  and  the 
principality  and  prebendary  of  Etlwangen. 

IL  The  Duke  engages  to  pay  what  he  is  perfonally  indebted 
to  the  inhabitants  of  the  countries  ceded  by  him,  and  within  five 
years  to  replace  the  capitals  which  have  been  paid  into  his  pri- 
vate treafury,  and  for  whiqh  he  has  conftituted  rents. 

]  I L  The  Duke  engages,  by  his  vote  in  the  diet,  to  aK:cede  to 
the  following  propofitions:  i.  The  ceiTion  of  the  left  baj)k  of 
the  Rhine,  the  iflands  and  courfe  of  that  river.  2.  The  emaq- 
cipation  of  the  Italian  ilates  from  the  bonds  of  feudality,  j* 
The  fecularization  of  the  ecclefiaftical  principalities  which  are 
HeceflTary  for  the  indemnification  of  the  fecular  princes.  •  - 

IV.  He  engages  in  all  future  wars  between  France  and  any 
other  power,  to  obferve  the  ftrideft  neutrality,  and  neither  to 
contribute  a  contingent  nor  any  other  aflidance. 

V.  The  French  troops,  in  all  wars  commenced  againft 
France,  ftiall  enter  the  territories  of  the  Duke,  remain  in  them» 
and  |>o(refs  themfelves  of  fuch  military  pods  as  fhall  be  neCef- 
fary  for  their  operations. 

VI.  A  full  amnefty  fliall  be  granted  to  all  perfons  who  may 
have  been  arreiled  or  profecuted  on  account  of  political  opi- 
nioHF. 

VII.  The  diplomatic  agent  of  the  French  republic  fhall  do> 
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termine  all  civil  dlfputes  becwecB  French  citizens  in  the  dales  of 
Wurtemberg. 

VIII.  The  Duke  renounces  the  further  ufe  of  the  titles  de« 
rived  from  the  ceded  countries. 

IX.  The  armiftice  of  29  Meffidor  (hall  be  fully  obferved  in  all 
the  particulars  which  are  not  contrary  to  the  articles  of  the 
prcfent  treaty. 

X.  The  ftipulated  contributions  fhall  be  raifed  ;  be(ides  which 
the  Duke  (hall  pay  monthly  200^000  livres,  from  i  Vendemi- 
aire  to  the  figning  of  the  preliminaries  of  peace  with  Auflria. 

XI.  This  treaty  (hall  likewife  bind  the  Imperial  towns  Efslin- 
gen  and  Reutlingen. 

(Signed)  Woellwartt. 

Paris f  0.0  ThenniJorj  A^h year  Abel. 

§f  thg  French  republic. 


Treaty  $f  Peace^    and  of  Alliance  offenjive  and  defenjive^   concluded 
between  the  French  and  Helvetic  Republics^ 

npHE  French  and  Helvetic  republics  being  eqtially  deHrous  to 
make 'the  moft  perfcd  peace  and  the  ftriclcft  friendship  fuc- 
eeedtoa  war  which  an  oligarchy  had  provoked,  and  which  for  % 
time  had  caufed  a  diviflon  between  the  two  nations,  have  refolvcd 
to  uaite  themfelves  together  by  an  alliance  grounded  on  the  real 
ittoefis  of  the  two  countries :  the  refpeflive  governments  have 
aocoidingly  appointed,  on  the  part  of  the  French  Dirc£tory,  Ci^ 
tiien  C.  M.  Talleyrand,  miniAer  of  foreign  affairs,  and  oo  the 
part  of  the  Executive  Direflory  of  the  Helvetic  republic,  Citizens 
P«J.  Zeltner  and  Amedee  Jenner,  who,  after  a  mutual  ex- 
dBQge  of  their  full  powers,  agreed  to  the  following  articles : 

Art.  I.  There  (hall  be  for  a    perpetuity,  peace,  friendfhip, 
«d  good  underftahding,   between  the  French  and  Helvetic  re* 

II.  There  exifts,  from  the  prefent  moment,  between  the  two 
Rpd)lics,  an  alliance  offenfive  and  defeniive.  The  general  refult 
rfthis  alliance  is,  that  each  of  the  republics  may,  in  cafe  of 
*ar,  claim  the  co-operation  of  its  ally.  The  power  claiming 
jUs co-operation  fhall  then  fpecify  againil  whom  the  co-operation 
ii  required,  and  in  confequence  of  that  fpecial  requifition,  the 
power  called  upon  enters  into  war  againft  the  power  or  powers 
Mgotted  ^  but  it  remains  in  a  flatc  of  neutrality  with  refpedl  to 
^M  bch  powers  as  may  be  at  war  with  the  claiming  power,  and 
g^l  whom  it  may  not  have  particularly  dcfignatcd.  It  is  acknow- 
'^^  that  the  effcft  of  the  requiiltion  on  the  part  of  the  French 
**public  (hall  never  be  to  fend  the  Swifs  troops  bevond  the  fea. 
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The  troops  called  for  fiiall  be  paid  and  maintained  by  the*  powef 
calling  for  them ;  and  in  c^fe  of  fuch  requifition,  neither  of  the 
Iwo  republics  (hall  feparately  conclude  any  treaty  of  armiftice  or 
of  peace.  The  particular  eflfeds  of  the  alliancei  when  on  eithei* 
iide  a  requifition  (hall  take  place,  the  nature  and  the  quantity  of 
the  fuccours  to  be  mutually  afibrded,  (hali  be  amicably  determined 
by  fpecial  conventions,  grounded  on  the  principles  contained  in 
this  article. 

III.  The  French  republic  accordingly  guarantees  to  the  Hel- 
vetic republic  its  independence  and  the  unity  of  its  government ; 
and  in  cafe  the  oligarchy  (hould  attempt  to  overturn  the  pre{enc 
Helvetic  conftitution,  the  French  republic  binds  itfelf  to  grant  to 
the  Helvetic  republic,  upon  its  requifition,  fuch  fuccours  as  it 
inay  (land  in  need  of,  in  order  to  triumph  over  fuch  internal  or 
external  attack  as  may  be  made  againft  it.  It  promifes  its  good 
•fEces  to  the  Helvetic  republic  that  may  infure  it  the  enjoyment 
of  all  its  rights  with  regard  to  other  powers;  and  in  oitler  to 
furni(h  it  with  the  means  of  fpeedily  re-e(tabli(hing  Its  military 
flrength  on  jhe  moft  impofing  footing,  the  French  republic  con- 
fents  to  reftore  the  artillery  that  has  been  taken  from  it  during  the 
prefent  war,  and  which  may  be  ftill  at  the  difpofal  of  the  French 
government  at  the  moment  of  (igning  the  prefent  treaty,  pro- 
vided the  Helvetic  republic  uill  fend  for  fuch  pieces  of  artillery 
and  carry  them  back  into  its  own  territory. 

IV.  The  frontiers  between  France  and  Helvetia  (hall  be  deter- 
mined by  a  particular  convention,  the  bafis  of  which  (hall  be, 
that  every  thing  which  formed  part  of  the  ci-devant  bi(hopric 
of  Bafil,  and  the  principality  of  Porentruy,  (ball  remain  denni- 
tively  united  to  the  French  territory,  as  well  as  the  interfe£lton 
of  the  Swifs  territory  comprehended  in  the  department  of  the 
Upper  Rhine  and  Mont  Terrible;  with  refervation  of  the  coun-. 
ter  ceffions  and  exchanges,  which  may  be  judged  indifpenfable 
for  rendering  thcfc  frontiers  perfefily  ftraight  from  Bafil  to  Ge- 
neva, and  which  (hall  not  aSeft  the  unions  which  have  already 
been  definitively  made  to  the  French  territory. 

V.  In  order  to  fecure  the  communications  of  the  French  re^ 
public  with  the  fouth  of  Germany  and  Italy,  there  (hall  be 
granted  to  the  faid  republic  the  free  and  perpetual  u(e  of  two 
commercial  and  military  roads,  the  firft  of  which  (hall  pafs  the 
north  of  Helvetia,  up  the  Rhine,  along  the  weft  and  fouthern 
banks  of  the  lake  of  Conftance ;  the  fecond,  beginning  at  Ge* 
ncva,  and  traverfing  the  department  of  Mont  filanc,  (hall  go 
through  the  Valais,  running  into  the  territory  of  the  Cifalpioo 
republic  by  a  courfe  to  be  hxed ;  and  it  is  determined  that  e«c& 
(late  (hall,  within  its  own  territories,  execute  the  works  neoef- 
fary  for  the  ^nftruflion  of  thefe  two  roads. 

a  VI.  It 
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VI,  It  is  likcwife  ftipulated,  that,  in  order  to  give  to  tTie  in- 
ternal navigation  of  the  two  republics  all  the  beneficial  improve- 
inentt  of  which  it  is  fufceptible,  each  of  them  refpeftively  Ihall, 
within  its  own  territories,  execute  the  works  of  art  which  flial! 
be  neceflary  for  the  eflablifhmcnt  of  a  communication  by  water 
from  the  lake  of  Geneva  to  the  Rhine,  and  from  Geneva  to  that 
put  of  the  Rhone  which  is  navigable. 

VII.  The  French  republic  binds  itfclf  to  furnifh  to  the  Hel- 
vetic republic  all  the  fait  which  it  may  ftand  in  need  of,  front 
the  {alt- pits  of  La  Meurthe,  of  Jura,  and  of  Mont  Blanc. 
The  prices  of  the  faid  fait,  the  expcnfcs  of  carriage,  the  places 
and  the  periods  of  delivery,  (hall  be  regulated  at  lead  every  ten 
years  between  citizens  charged  by  the  French  government  with 
the  preparing  of  the  fait,  and  the  oHicers  of  the  Helvetic  go- 
vernment, without  ever  permitting  the  price  of  the  faid  fait  to 
exceed  that  paid  by  the  French  citizens,  and  without  the  fub- 
jecis  of  the  Helvetic  government  being  ever  fubjefted  to  paving 
the  taxes  which  in  France  may  be  laid  upon  that  commodity. 

VHJ.  According  to  the  latter  article,  the  Helvetic  republic 
ciprefsly  renounces  all  the  drawbacks  on  fait  which  it  might  be 
CDtitled  to  claim  in  virtue  of  ancient  treaties  which  cxidcd  be- 
tween France  and  the  Cantons;  and  it  binds  itfelf  to  take  an- 
juully  from  the  falt-pits  at  lead  two  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand 
quintals  of  fait. 

IX.  The  citizens  of  the  French  republic  may  go  and  come  to 

Heirccia,  furnifhed  with  regular  paflports:  they  ihall  beat  liberty 

to  farm  all  and  fuch  eflablifhments  there,  to  exercifc  every  kind 

af  ioduiiry  which  the  law  permits  and  prote£ls ;  their  perfons 

aod  property  (hall  be  fubje£l  to  the  laws  and  uf^ges  of  the  coun- 

Uj.     The  citizens  of  the  Helvetic  republic  (hall  enjoy  in  France, 

jad  in  all  the  dominions  of  the  French  republic,  the  fame  rights 

OD  die  fame  conditions. 

X*  In  all  litigated  points  rcfpedling  individuals,  which  cannot 
he  fettled  by  reference,  or  by  the  decifion  of  the  courts,  the 
phintifF  (hall  be  obliged  to  follow  up  his  adlion  before  the  na« 
tnral  judges  of  the  defendant,  unlefs  the  parties  be  prefent  on 
tke  mery  fpot  where  the  bargain  had  been  contraded,  or  have 
agreed  upon  the  choice  of  the  judges  to  whofc  decifion  they 
vould  leave  the  matter  in  difpnte.  In  litigated  points,  having 
ior  obje£l  landed  property,  the  fuit  (hall  be  carried  on  before  a 
tiibuiial  or  a  magi  Urate  of  the  place  where  the  property  is  fitu- 
aied.  The  litigations  that  may  arife  between  the  heirs  of  a 
^tcnchman  who  dies  in  Sv\itzerland,  with  regard  to  his  fuc- 
'Cefion,  (hall  be  transferred  before  the  judge  of  the  refidence 
*  uliich  the  Frenchman  poifeiTtd  in  France  ;  and  the  fame  (hall  be 
«bferved\vith  regard  to  the  fuccefTion  of  a  Swifs  who  may  die 
id  France. 

Vot.VII..  b  XI.  The 
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XL  The  definitive  judgments  in  civil  caufes  that  arc  re- 
garded as  fettled  points,  and  that  have  been  pronounced  by 
French  tribunals,  (hall  be  executed  in  Switzerland,  and  vice 
verfa^  after  they  (hall  have  been  fanflioned  by  the  refpeSive 
minif^ers. 

XII.  In  cafe  of  the  failure  or  bankruptcy  of  Frenchmca 
poflcfTed  of  property  in  France,  if  there  are  Swifs  creditors  and 
French  creditors,  the  Swifs  creditors  who  (hall  have  confornncd 
to  the  French  laws  for  the  fecurity  of  their  hypothetic,  (hall  be 
paid  according  to  the  order  of  their  hypothetic  on  the  footing  of 
French  creditors :  and  vice  verfoy  if  Swifs  polTefling  property 
in  the  Helvetic  republic,  (hall  have  both  French  and  Swifs  cre- 
ditors, the  French  creditors  who  fliall  have  employed  the  rc- 
quifite  formalities  to  fccure  an  hypothetic  in  Switzerland,  (hall 
be  arranged  with  Swifs  creditors,  according  to  the  order  of  their 
hypothetic.  With  regard  to  fimple  creditors,  they  (hall  be 
treated  in  the  fame  manner,  without  refpeft  to  which  of  the 
two  countries  they  belong. 

XIII*  In  all  criminal  proceedings  for  heinous  offences  infti* 
tuted  either  before  Swifs  or  French  courts,  witnefTes  (hall  be 
mutually  bound  to  attend  from  either  country  in  perfon,  under 
the  penalties  to  be  fixed  by  the  two  countries.  The  neceflfary 
paflports  (hall  in  this  cafe  be  granted  by  the  government  of  the 
party  requiring,  according  to  dillance,  &c. 

XIV.  The  two  republics  (hall  mutually  engage  to  grant  no 
afylum  to  the  emigrants  or  perfons  banifhed  from  the  other. 
They  likewife  bind  themfelves  to  exile,  on  the  firft  requifition, 
the  perfons  of  either  nation  who  (hall  judicially  have  been  de- 
clared guilty  of  confpiracy  againft  the  intcreft  or  external  fecu« 
rity  of  the  (late,  of  murder,  poifoning,  fire-raifing,  forgery, 
violence,  theft,  and  robbery,  or  perfons  accufed  of  thefe  crimes  ; 
and  the  property  ftolen  in  either  county  and  taken  to  the  other^ 
fiiali  be  reilored. 

XV.  There  (hall  immediately  be  concluded  between  the  two 
republics  a  treaty  of  commerce,  fournied  upon  the  mod  complete 
reciprocity  of  advantage.  In  the  mean  time,  the  fubjeds  of 
both  nations  (hall  be  treated  upon  the  footing  of  thofe  of  the 
fcoft  favoured  nations. 

Concluded  and  figned  at  Paris,  2d  Fru<Sidor  (Aug.  19),  of  the 
French  republic,  one — indivifible,  6  (1798). 

(Signed)  Ch.  M.  Talleyranb. 

P.  J.  Zeltner. 
H.  A.  Jekner* 
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Suificmce  of  tht  Treaty  of  Alliance  between  the  French  and  Cif alpine 

Republic Sy  concluded  in  July  1798. 

Art,  I.npHE  French  republic  acknowledges  the  Cifalpine  rc- 
"■■    public  to  be  a  free  and  independent  ftate,  and  gua- 
rantees to  it  its  liberty,  its  independence,  and   the  abolition  of 
every  government  anterior  to  that  which  exifls  at  prefent. 

II.  There  (hall  exift  for  ever,  between  the  two  republics, 
peace,  amity,  and  good-will. 

III.  The  Cifalpine  republic  engages  to  take  part  in  every 
war  in  which  the  French  republic  may  be  involved,  when  a  re- 
quifition  for  that  purpofe  fhall  be  made  by  the  Executive  DireC' 
tory  of  the  French  republic.  She  binds  herfelf,  immediately  on 
receiving  this  requifition,  to  raife  all  her  forces,  and  to  put  all 
her  means  of  war  in  adiivity.  By  the  notification  of  this  requi- 
fition, flie  will  be  put  in  a  ftate  of  war  with  every  power 
againfl  whom  the  requifition  is  made ;  and  whilft  fuch  notifica- 
tion (hall  not  have  been  given,  fhe  will  continue  in  a  ftate  of 
neutrality. 

IV.  The  Cifalpine  republic  having  demanded  from  the  French 
republic  an  armed  force  fufficient  to  prote6l  her  liberty,  her  indc- 
"pendence,  and  her  internal  tranquillity,  as  well  as  to  prefcrve 
her  from  every  aggreffion  on  the  part  of  her  neighbours,  the  two 
republics  have  agreed  upon  the  following  articles : 

V.  Until  it  (hall  be  otherwife  agreed,  there  (hall  remain  \xi 
the  Cifalpine  republic  a  body  of  French  troops,  to  the  number 
of  25,000  men,  including  the  ftafF  and  adminiftrations.  This 
corps  (hall  be  compofed  of  22,000  infantry,  2500  cavalry,  and 
500  horfe  and  foot  artillery, 

VI.  The  Cifalpiiie  republic  (hall  annually  furnifli  to  the 
French  republic,  for  the  pay  and  fubfiftence  of  thefe  tioops,  the 
fom  of  ten  millions,  which  (hall  be  paid  into  the  military  cheft 
by  twelve  equal  monthly  payments ;  and  in  the  event  of  war, 
(he  ihall  fupply  the  necefTary  additional  expenfes  ;  (he  (hall  pro^ 
▼ide  barracks  and  lodgings  for  the  faid  troops  in  a  (!ate  of 
lieakh  or  ficknefs;  in  confideration  of  which  the  French  re- 
public engages  to  pay,  equip,  clothe,  and  fubfift  them  in  health 
or  in  (icknefs. 

VII.  The  French  government  may  withdraw  and  replace  any 
part  of  thefe  troops  at  their  pleafure. 

VIII.  Thefe  troops,  as  well  as  the  troops  of  the  Cifalpine 
republic,  (ball  always  be  under  the  command  of  French  ge« 
nerals. 

IX.  One  half  at  Icaft  of  the  garrifons  of  Mantua,  Pefchie^a, 
and  Ferrara,  (hall  always  con(ift  of  French  troops. 

X.  The  Cifalpine  republic  (hall  keep  the  artillery  of  thefe 
tl^ree  places  in  the  bcft  condition,  with  complete  provifions  for  a 
year. 

b  %  XI.  When 


XI.  When  there  are  French  and  Cifalpine  troops  in  the  fiimd 
fort,  (lation,  or  cantonment^  the  rank  of  the  otTicers  befng 
equal,  they  fliall  be  commanded  by  a  French  officer  \  but  if  th« 
rank  is  unequal,  by  the  fuperior  officer,  whether  French  or 
Cifalpine. 

XI L  The  French  republic  (hall  give  up  to  the  Cifalpine  re- 
public, on  the  terms  agreed  on  between  Citizen  Buonaparte  and 
the  Executive  Dire£lory  of  the  Cifalpine  republic,  as  much  of 
the  artillery  taken  from  the  enemy  as  the  Cifalpine  republic  fball 
require. 

XIII.  The  fort  which  has  been  planned  out  at  the  rock 
D*Amfo  by  the  French  engineers,  under  the  orders  of  Citizen  Buo- 
naparte, to  command  the  valley  of  Sabia,  (hall  be  conftruScd  with- 
out delay.  The  works  ncceflTary  to  complete  the  forts  of  Pef- 
chiera  and  Mantua  (hall  alfobe  carried  on  without  delay,  as  well 
as  the  fortification  of  the  heights  of  Valleggio,  and  the  little 
fort  of  Coetto,.  according  to  the  plans  approved  by  Citizen 
Buonaparte:  the  whole  to  be  performed  at  the  expenfe  of  the 
Cifalpine  republic. 

XIV.  The  Cifatpine  republic  (hall  organize  an  armed  force 
compofed  of  Italian  and  auxiliary  troops,  the  number  of  which, 
horfc  and  foot,  (hall  be  regulated  by  a  feparate  convention.  She 
(hall  always  keep  in  readinefs  120  field-pieces,  upwards  of  60 
pontoons,  and  a  flotilla  on  the  lake  of  Garda. 

XV»  The  Cifalpine  republic  (hall  not  fufFer  any  French  emi- 
grant to  refide  within  her  territory.  Every  French  emigrant 
found  on  the  territory  of  the  Cifalpine  republic  (hall  be  arreded, 
in  order  to  his  being  tranfported  to  the  place  which  the  Execu- 
tive Dire£lory  of  the  French  republic  (hall  point  out.  Every 
Cifalpine  emigrant  found  on  the  territory  of  the  French  republic 
fhall  be  I  ike  wife  arrefted,  and  placed  at  the  difpofal  of  the  Cif- 
alpine republic* 


Subjlance  of  the  Treaty  of  Commerce  between  the  French  and  Cifalpint 

Republics  J  concluded  in  July  J798* 

Art.  I. '^EITHER  of  the  two  republics,    French  and   Cifal- 
**•      pine,    Ihall    ever  prohibit  the   importation    or    the 
confumpiion  of  any  merchandifc  of  the  growth  or  manufadure 
of  the  other  republic,  its  ally. 

II.  Neither  of  the  two  republics  (hall  prohibit  the  export- 
ation  of   ariy  of   its  productions  or  manufa£lures  to  the  other' 
republic,  its  ^lly,  except  grain  or  flour^  which  may  be  occadon- 
ally  difcontinued ;  but  only  in  cafes  of  fcarcity,  and  when  the 
fame  prohibition  fhall  be  extended  to  every  other  nation. 

III.  In 
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III.  In  cafe  cither  of  the  two  republics  fliall  judge  it  propec 
to  impofe  a  duty  upon  any  produdlion  or  merchandife  of  the 
growth  or  the  manut*a6lurc  of  its  ally,  fuch  duty  Ihall  not  exceed 
fix  per  cent,  ad  valorem. 

I V.  Until  a  general  peace,  all  duties  (hall  be  reduced  one 
half,  when  produdlions  or  merchandife  of  the  growth  or  ma- 
nufa(5\urc  of  both  republics  (hall  be  tranfported  in  the  waggons 
or  (hips  of  either — ihefc  commodities,  if  in  waggons,  are  to  be 
conduced  by  citizens  of  one  or  other  of  the  faid  republics ;  or 
if  in  velFels,  by  a  crew,  three-fourths  of  which  (hall  be  citizens 
of  the  one  or  the  other  republic. 

V.  At  the  pcTiod  of  a  general  peace,  the  advantage  ftipu- 
]ated  by  the  preceding  article  fliail  ceafe,  with  regard  to  pro* 
dudions  or  merchandife  imported  in  veifels ;  but  the  produc- 
tions or  merchandife  of  the  growth  or  manufa6lure  of  France, 
ihall  not  be^  imported  into  the  ports  of  the  Cifalpine  repub- 
lic, but  in  French  or  Cifalpine  vefTels,  wholly  to  the  cxclu- 
fion  of  the  vcffels  of  every  other  nation,  under  pain  of  con- 
fifcation  of  (hip  and  cargo,  and  3000  livres  of  fine,  to  be  le- 
vied upon  the  proprietors,  configners,  and  agents  of  the  velTcl 
or  cargo,  or  upon  the  captain  or  mate. 

VI.  The  valuation  which  (hall  ferve  as  the  bafis  for  regti- 
lating  the  duties  on  importation  (hall  be  proved  by  the  invoices 
or  written  declarations  which  may  accompany  the  goods.  In 
cafe  the  comptrollers  of  the  cuftoms  (hall  fufpe6l  the  invoices  or 
fleclarations  to  be  forged,  it  (hall  be  lawful  for  them  to  detain 
the  merchandife,  paying  for  it  at  the  rate  of  the  invoice  or  de- 
claration, with  an  addition  of  25  per  cent. 

VII.  Each  veflTcl  or  waggon  (hall  be  furni(hed  with  a  declara- 
tion made  before  the  conful,  or,  if  there  be  no  conful,  before 
the  municipal  officer  of  the  place  where  it  (hall  have  been  loaded* 
This  declaration  (hall  mention  the  country  in  which  the  faid 
merchandife  was  produced  or  manufaftured.^ 

VIII.  Both  republics  (hall  employ  all  their  good  oflices  and 
influence,  in  order  to  obtain  from  intermediate  (lates  the  de- 
firable  facilities  for  the  tranfit  of  their  refpeftive  commerce, 
cither  by  an  exemption  of  the  duties  it  may  be  liable  to  in 
palling  through  thefe  ftates,  or  by  the  reftitulion  at  leaving 
them  of  what  was  paid  upon  the  entry. 

IX.  There  (hall  be  e(labli(hed  relays  of  pod-horfes  and 
offices  for  letters  on  the  road  from  !Mi Ian  to  Paris:  this  road 
flialt  be  direfled  through  the  Valois  and  the  Pays  de  Vaud, 
and  (hall  alfo  pafs  through  Laufanne,  proceeding  by  the  road 
Bfed  by  the  peace  of  1 748.  The  French  and  Cifalpine  repub- 
lics (hall  be  at  the  cxpenfe  of  thefe  eflablifhments  on  their 
ie(pe<5live  territories.    They  (hall  alfo  unite  in  demanding  from 

the 
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flic  Helrctic  republic  the  formation  of   fimilar  eAablifhments 
en  its  territory. 

X.  The  Executive  Dircftory  of  the  French  republic  (hall 
employ  Its  good  offices  with  the  powers  of  Barbary,  in  order 
that  the  Cifalpine  flag  may  be  treated  with  the  fame  refped:  by 
their  coifairs  as  the  French* 


Proclama* 
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Proclamations,  Manifeftoes, 
'  Correfpondence,  &:c. 


Ext raB  from  the  Rcgijler  of  the  Deliberations  of  the  Commijfion  dele*' 
\  gated  by  the  French  Government  to  the  Leeward  Ijlands* 

'T^HE  comminion,  confidering  that  the  ports  of  the  Windward 
-■-  Iflandsy  as  well  as  Port-au-Prince,  St.  Marc,  L'Arcahaye, 
the  Mole,  and  Jeremie,  given  up  to  the  Engiifh,  occupied  and 
defended  by  the  emigrants/-  are  in  a  ftate  of  permanent  fiege,  and 
ought  not  to  enjoy  the  fame  advantages  as  the  ports  of  the  different 
Engli(h  colonies,  poflefled  by  that  power  before  the  war,  and  from 
ether  titles ; 

Confidering  that  is  agaifift  all  principle  to  treat  a  horJc  of  rebels, 
without  country,  without  government,  and  without  a  flag,  with 
the  fame  refpedl  which  polifhed  nations  obferve  to  one  another 
during  war ; 

That  it  is  notorious  that  the  different  places  of  the  colony  given 
up  to  the  Engliih  no  more  belong  to  them  than  La  Vendee,  in 
which  the  Englifli  minifler  had  in  like  manner  fiipendiary  troops, 
regiments  in  his  pay,  wearing  the  fame  uniform  as  the  troops  of 
the  king  of  England  ; 

The  revolted  cities  of  La  Vendee  were,  as  well  as  thofe  of  the 
colony,  ga,rrifoned  by  emigrants ;  its  coafls  equally  protefted  by 
Englifli.  veffels,  and  that  nevcrthelefs- it  never  entered  into  the 
head  of  a  rcafonable  man  to  think  that  it  ought  to  be  allowed  tct 
merchants  of  neutral  nations,  to  fupply  thefe  brigands  with  food,  , 
who  were  only  occupied  in  renting  the  bofom  of  their  country  ;  • 

Confidering  that  in  virtue  of  the  nth  article  of  the  treaty  of 
alliance,  concluded  at  Paris  on  the  6th  of  February  1778,  between 
the  United  States  and  France,  this  firit  power  engaged  itfelf  to 
defend  the  poffcflions  of  France  in  America  in  cafe  of  war,  and 
that  the  government  and  commerce  of  the  United  States  have 
firangely  abufed  the  tolerance  of  the  French  republic,  in  turning 
to  her  detriment  the  favours  which  were  granted  to  her,  of  enter- 
hig  and  trading  in  all  the  ports  of  the  colony ; 

That  in  permitting  any  longer  to  neutral  veffels  to  carry  warlike 
tad  other  provifions  to  men  evidently  in  a  date  of  reb^UoD^  is  td 
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wifh  to  prolong  cTvil  war,  and  the  evils  and  crimee  that  arc  the 
cfFefts  of  it : 

The  commiflion  has  decreed,  and  do  decree,  as  fpllow: 
Article  ift.  The  captains  of  veU'els  of  war  and  French  pri- 
vateers are  authorized  to  capture  and  to  conduft  into  the  ports  of 
the  republic,  all  neutral  veflTels  deftined  for  the  ports  of  the  Wind- 
ward and  Leeward  Iflands  of  America  given  up  to  the  £i>gH{h)  oc- 
cupied and  defended  by  cmigranis. 

ad.  The  faid  veflels  are  declared  good  prize,  and  fliall  be  fold 
for  the  benefit  of  the  captors. 

3d.  The  arret  of  the  yih  Frimaire,  taken  conformably  to  the 
rcfoluiion  of  the  Executive  Dircdory  of  14th  Meffidor,  fliall  be 
put  in  force  until  it  jhall  be  other  wife  ordered. 

Done  at  the  Cape,  6ih  Nivofe  (26th  Dec),  5th  year  of  thte 
French  republic,  one  and  indivifible. 

Santhonax,  Prefident.  ' 
LtBLANC,      1    ^  .L    . 

T>        _  f  Commiflancs. 

Kaimond,    J 

Pascal,  Secretary-General. 


Declaration  of  General  La  Fayette^  previous  to  his  Releafe  from 

Imprijonment, 

OlmutZy  July  %6y  17.97. 

T^HE  commiflion  with  which  the  Marquis  de  Chaftellcr  is  en* 
**■    trufted,  appears  to  relate  to  three  points  : 

1.  His  Imperial  M^jeily  wilhes  toafcertain  the  true  ftate  of  cor 
Situation  at  Olmutz. — I  am  not  difpofed  to  prefer  any  complaint 
lipon  the  fubjedl ;  the  detailed  cii-cumdances  refpefting  it  may  be 
found  in  the  letters  received  or  fent  back,  which  were  tranfmitted 
by  my  wife  to  the  Auftrian  government ;  and  if  his  Imperial 
Majetty  is  not  fatisfied  by  reading  over  the  orders  fent  in  his  name 
from  Vienna,  I  am  wrillingtogive  the  Marquis  de  Chaftellcr  ai^ 
information  he  may  defire. 

2.  His  Majefty  the  Emperor  and  King  wiflies  to  be  aflured  that, 
upon  my  releafe,  I  (hall  immediately  fet  out  for  America.  I  have 
frequently  fignified  this  to  have  been  my  intention.  But,  as  an 
anfwer,  under  the  prefent  circumilances,  might  feem  to  admit  the 
right  of  exa.Sing  fuch  a  condition,  I  do  not  judge  it  proper  to 
comply  with  this  demand. 

3.  His  Majefly  the  Emperor  and  King  does  me  the  honour  to 
fignify  to  me  that  the  principles  which  I  profefs,  being  incom- 
patible with  the  fecurity  of  the  Auflrian  government,  it  is  hii 
pleafure  that  I  fliouldnot  re-enter  his  dominions  without  hisfpecial 
permiffion. — I  have  duties  from  which  I  am  not  at  liberty  to  with* 
draw  myfelf,  I  am  under  Obligations  of  duty  to  the  United  States; 

nbove 
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'above  all,  I  am  under  obligations  of  duty  to  France ;  and  I  can 
coDtrad  no  engagements  irxconfjftent  with  thofe  rights  which  my 
country  holds  over  me.  With  thefc  exceptions,  1  can  afTure  the 
General  Marquis  de  Chafteller,  that  it  is  my  invariable  refolution 
never  to  fct  foot  on  any  territory  fiibjedt  to  his  Majeily  the  King 
of  Bohemia  and  Hungary  ;  confcquently  I,  the  underfig^ned,  en- 
gage myfclt  to  his  Majeliy  the  Emperor  and  King,  never  at  any 
time  to  enter  into  any  of  his  hereditary  dominions,  without  having 
firll  obtained  his  fpecial  permiflion,  provided  this  engagement  is 
Dot  underltood  to  contravene  the  right  my  country  holds  over  me« 

(Signed)  La  Fayettb, 


Declaration  of  the  Jecond  State  Prfcnerj  General  Lot  our  Afaubourg, 

previoiijly  to  his  ReUafe* 

GFNERAL  de  Chafteller  has  informed  mc  of  the  inclination  df 
his  Imperial  Majefly  to  fet  me  at  liberty,  and  added  to  this  inti- 
mation, that  he  waschargecfto  demand  a  written  anfwer  of  me  to 
the  following  points : 

111.  Whether  it  was  true  that  my  captivity  has  been  rendered 
wortc  by  ill  treatment,  or  whether  1  had  only  to  complain  of  the 
inconveniences  peculiar  to  ftate  prifoners  ? 

ad.  Where  I  intended  to  go  after  my  releafe? 

3d.  My  Alfurance  not  to  enter  the  dominions  of  his  Imperial 
*  Majefty  without  his  exprefc  leave. 

Without  giving  to  the  Auftrian  government  any  right  over  my 
perfon,  and  without  fubmitting  to  the  right  which  it  has  arrogated 
toitfclf  over  unarmed  Frenchmen,  who  had  nothing  to  do  with 
the  provinces  fubjcd  to  the  Emperor's  domination,  I  deem  it  in- 
cumbent on  me  to  declare,  and  do  declare, 

ITiat  I  have  not  been  ill-treated,  cither  by  words  or  aft  ions,  by 

the  perfons  who  were  charged  to  giic^rd  me,  nor  would  I  have  fuf- 

fcredthem  to  do  it  with  in)punity.     Meanwhile  I  mull  add,  that 

accpiing  the  captain,  who  now  has  the  infpe£lion  over  the  ftatc 

prifons,   mod  of  the  officers   who  were  his  predecefTors  in  that 

fcnice,  performed  it  with  peculiar  rndenefs  and  neglect,  of  which 

H  was  the  natural  confequencc,  that  the  prifoners  were  in  want  of 

«try  thing.     Thofe  officers,  lince  General  Spleny  paid  very  little 

tttemion,     totally  difregarded  our  wants   (perhaps  they  followed 

w  this  refpecl  the  orders  which  they  had) ;    whence  it  happened^ 

that  from  October   1794,  the  epoch  of  the  arrival   of  General 

D'Arco,  till  the  month  of  January  1797,  when  that  fcrvice  wa$ 

tnosferred  to  Count  Machelicot,   1  was  left  utterly  deltitute  of  all 

I  wanted,  and  in  general  in  fuch  a  condition  as  apparently  fur- 

prifed  that  officer  on  his  arrival,  and  which  he  has  ameliorated  as 

Buch  as  his  inftrudions  would  permit. 

B  2  Vnac« 


(  ^  ) 

Unacquainted  as  I  am  with  the  code  of  the  ftate  prifons,  I  do 

not  know  whether  the  freaiment  which  I  have  borne  tor  thefe  three 

*years  part  tallies  with  that  code ;  but  what  we  have  heard  about 

'the  mode  of  treatment  in  the  jullly  abhorred  Baftillc,  and  what  I 

-have  read  during  my  impiifonment  in  Pruffia  of  the  treatment  in 

'the  French  prifons,  under  the  barbarous  domination  cf  Marat  and 

'Robefpicrre,  even  my  captivity  in  Prullia,  all  this  had  not  prcr 

pai^d  me  for  thofe  rigours,  which  I  would  not  deem  poflible,  cf- 

pecially  under  the  fceprre  of  a  prince  whofe  humanity  and  virtue 

I  have  fo  often  heard  praifed,  had  1  not  had  fo  long  and  fo  cruel 

c^^perience  of  them.  ^ 

2.  I  do  further  declare.  That  it  is  my  intention,   as  foon  as  I 

Ihall  have  my  liberty,  to  go  to  Hamburgh,  and  to  remain  there 

*till  the  news  which  1  cxpeft  from  my  family  ihall  have  enabled 

me  to  take  a  farther  refolution,  and  till  my  impaired  health  at  leaft 

•  be  fo  far  recovered,  that  I  can  put  it  into  execution, 

3*  With  pleafure  I  renew  here  the  promife  which  I  have  To 
often  made  to  myfelf,  never  to  travel  in  the  hereditary  dominions 
of  h^s  Imperial  Majefty,  ftill  kfs  to  fettle  in  them.  But  as  a 
thoufand  circumfiances  may  difconccrt  the  plan  I  have  previoufly 
taken  to  go  to  North  America,  and  to  leave  room  for  no  pretext 
to  treat  me  a  fccondtime  as  a  (late  prifoncr,  for  having  tulhlled 
my  duties  to  my  country,  I  deem  it  necelTary  to  make  an  exception 
in  this  promife.  I  therefore  except  formally  the  cafe,  little  pro- 
bable at  the  bottom,  where  the  fcrvice  of  my  country,  which  I 
was  forced  to  quit,  and  whi^h  will  ever  be  dear  to  me,  or  the  fer- 
vice  of  the  ftate  where  I  might  in  future  fix  my  abode,  and  which 
ihould  have  received  me,  fhoiild  impofe  on  me  the  imperious  law 
to  pay  no  regard  to  that  promife. 

Olmuiz,  July  2^thy   1797.  Latour   MauboURC. 


DiclaratioK  of  the  third  State  Fr'ijoner^  B]urequ  de  Pufey,  previoufly 
f  to  his  Rehaje. 

GENERAL  the  Marquis  de  Chalkier  has  fummoncd  me,  in 
ihe'name  of  his  M«je(ly  the  tmperor  and  King  of  Bohemia  and 
Himgary,  to  expofe  the  complaints  which  I  might  have  to  make, 
as  well  againft  the  individuals  appointed  to  guard  me,  as  of  the  ri- 
gours of  my  captivity,  with  exception  of  the  mcafure  which  the 
duty  of  fecuring  my  perlon  renders  neceflfary.  I  anfwer  to  this, 
as  1  do  not  know  the  meafure  of  the  regulations  of  fecurity 
and  rigour  which  the  Court  of  Vienna  thinks  neceflfary  to  keep 
in  fafc  cuftody  its  ftate  prifoncrs,  I  cannot  anfwer  the  queftion 
aflced  me  otherwife  than  by  a  faithful  narrative  of  the  hard  treat- 
ment which  has  fallen  to  my  lot  ever  fince  I  have  been  here; 

1  declare,  therefore,  that  from  the  18th  of  May  1794,  to  this 
prcfeiit  day^  I  have  not  been  permitted^   for  a  ftngle  moment,  to 
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• 

quit  the  room  in'  which  I  was  (hut  up  on  my  arrival ;  that  f  was 
confequently  deprived  of  every  other  motion  but  that  which  1 
could  make  in  that  room  ;    that  I  could  breathe  no  other  frclh 
air  but  u-hat  entered  by  the  windows,   doubly  barred  with  iron  ; 
an  air  frequently  fo  intedious  and  unwholefome,  that  the  evil  ck- 
ccedcd  by  far  the  benefit  of  the  enjoyment,    I  do  further  declare, 
that  out  of  the  fmall  number  of  books  which  I  brought  with  me, 
about  twelve  were  taken  from  me,  under  the  pretence  of  being  fuf- 
picious;  the  fame  happened  with  as  many  maps,  which  chiefly 
rcprcfcnted  America  ;  farther,  with  all  the  letters  from  my  family, 
which  1  had  received  in  PrufTla  by  the  channel  of  the  government 
of  that  country,  till  now  not  a  fingle  one  of  thefc  articles  has  been 
returned  to  me.     1  declare,  that  during  the  firil  fourteen  weeks  of 
my  imprifonmcnt  at  Olmutz,   1  was  not  allowed  to  receive  intelli- 
gence from  any  of  my  relations,  who  were  then  all  under  the  axe 
o/  the  Jacobins  in  France,  and  were  obliged  the  more  to  tremble 
as  they  h«d  the  mi^jfortune  to  belong  to  me ;   I  was  not  even  allowed 
to  fend  them  a  proof  of  my  Oill  bemg  in  cxiitencc. 

I  declare,  that  a  fervant  who  had  been  pr^pofedto  me,  without 
ray  wilhingfor  him,  at  my  departure  from  Luxemburg  to  Wefel, 
and  who  o\  courfc  accompanied  me,  was  feparated  from  me  On 
my  arrival  at  Olmutz  ;  that  Ox  weeks  after  1  only  could  fee  hita 
for  a  few  moments,  afterwards  only  every  fortnight,  each  time 
for  about  an  hour,  then  twice  a  week  ;  at  lalt,  during  the  laft 
twenty- one  months,-  he  was  allowed  to  pafs  three  hours  every  day 
in  attending  on  my  perfon. 

1  declare  that  I  have  been  conflantly  refufcd  the  ufe  of  paper, 

fm  and  ipk,  pencils,  compaflcs,  and  other  indrumcnts  of  that 
ind  ;  nay,  and  whole  months,  from  the  end  of  November  17941 
to  the  end  of  July  1795.  a  fmall  flate  was  taken  from  me,  which 
I  ufed  for  calculations,  and  in  my  mathematical  itudics. 

I  declare,  that  I  have  been  conflantly  deprived  of  all  fmal!  ar- 
Vides  of  furniture,  even  of  thofe  moft  indifpenfable  with  regard  to 
our  common  daily  wants,  fuch  as  watch,  fcilfars,  knife,  fork,  and 
razor.  Farther,  that  with  regard  to  my  wearing  apparel,  1  was 
for  fcveral  months  in  the  moft  horrid  (late.  To  fpeak  the  truth,  I 
ajked  for  none  ;  not  that  I  fufpedled  the  government  would  refufc 
me  what  was  moft  neceflary  in  that  refped  ;  but  in  the  firll  place, 
becaufe  my  drefs  fpoke  for  itfelf ;  and  2dly,  becaufc  I  preferred 
this  privation,  to  the  humiliating  difcufTion  on  which  I  fhouhi 
,  have  been  obliged  to  enter  on  that  account.  I  only  once  touched 
flightly^on  this  fubje£l,  with  regard  to  Major  Chcrmack,  an  of- 
fioer  to  whofe  care  the  prifoners  were  then  entrufted,  a  man  of  a 
uvage  and  brutal  charadler,  and  incapal)le  of  conceiving  the  mo(t 
common  duties  towards  prifoners,  before  whom  men  of  that  fort 
think  they  ought  to  (how  themfelves  the  prouder  the  more  unfcr- 
tttoate  the  former  are*     I  farther  declare,  that,  excepting  the  faid 

Major 
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Major  Chermack,  I  have  no  complaint  to  make  againd  any  of  the 
officers  who  were  by  turns  on  duty  with  me,*  and  it  is  with  plca- 
fure  I  fcize  this  opportunity  to  return  thanks  to  Count  Mack 
£llioty  who  is  now  charged  with  the  police  of  the  ftate  prifons,  for 
the  polite  and  humane  condu6l  which  he  has  continually  obferved 
towards  me. 

The  Marquis  de  Chafleller  having  alfo  informed  me,  that  the 
end  of  my  imprifonment  depended  alfo  upon  taking  on  myfelf  the 
obligation  not  to  return  to  thq  dominions  of  his  Majefty  the  Em- 
peror, without  his  leave ;  I  hereby  declare,  that  I  joyfully  bind 
myfelf  never  to  enter  the  dominions  of  his  Imperial  Royal  Majefty 
of  Hungary  and  Bohemia,  without  having  obtained  his  permiffion ; 
nay,  even  never  crave  that  permiflion ;  excepting  however  the  cafe 
of  military  fervice,  on  the  fuppofition  of  a  war  between  his  Im- 
perial Majefty,  and  the  power  that  will  grant  me  an  afylum  ;  as 
no  motive  can  or  fliall  force  me  to  fubje£l  myfelf  to  the  difgraceful 
terms  of  a  promifc,  which  might  prevent  me  from  fulfilling  the 
firft  duty  as  a  citizen,  to  the  ftate  that  fliall  grant  me  refuge. 

Olmutz,  July  25,  1797.  Bureau  db  Pusey. 


Jitter  from  La  Fayette y  Latour  Mattbourg^  and  Bureau  de  Pufey^  t% 

General  Buonaparte. 

Citizen  General,  15  Vendemiaire  [OB,  6),  Tear  6* 

'hpHE  prifoners  of  Olmutz,  happy  in  being  indebted  for  theit 
"^  deliverance  to  the  benevolence  of  their  country  and  to  your  in- 
"Vincible  arms,  had  enjoyed,  in  their  captivity,  the  idea,  that  their 
liberty  and  their  life  were  attached  to  the  triumphs  of  the  repubtiCy 
and  to  your  perfonal  glory.  At  prefent  they  rejoice  to  render  ho- 
mage to  their  deliverer.  It  would  have  been  highly  gratifying  to 
us  to  have  offered  you  in  perfon  the  exprelFion  of  thefe  fentiments, 
and  to  have  had  an  opportunity  of  taking  a  near  view  of  the  the- 
atre of  fo  many  viftories,  the  army  Avhich  gained  them,  and  the 
hero  who  has  added  our  refurrcSilon  to  the  number  of  his  miracles; 
but  you  know  that  the  journey  to  Hamburgh  was  not  left  to  our 
choice.  It  is  from  the  place  where  we  bid  the  laft  adieu  to  our 
gaolers  that  we  addrefs  our  thanks  to  their  conqueror.  In  the  fo- 
Jitary  retreat,  on  the  Danifti  territory  of  Holftein,  where  we  are 
going  to  endeavour  to  eftablifli  that  health  which  you  have  favcd, 
we  will  join  to  the  wiflies  infpired  by  our  patriottfm  for  the  re- 
public, the  moft  lively  fenfe  of  intereft  for  the  illuftrious  genera],^ 
to  whom  we  are*^more  attached  on  account  of  the  fervices  which  h^ 
has  rendered  to  the  caufe  of  liberty,  and  to  our  country,  than  bf  thtf 
perfonal  obligations  that  we  are  proud  to  owe  him,  and  which  thcf 
xnoft  lively  gratitude  has,  engraved  on  our  hearts  in  chara£ters  tho' 

mod  indelible. 

Health  and  rcfpcd ! 

Injiru^iofi^ 
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h^truHion  addreffid  by  General  Buonaparte  to  the  CQmmtJfalre  Or-^ 
doMfiateur  in  Chief  of  the  Army  of  Italy  ^  dated  the  nth  of  Auguji^ 

!•   A  S  the  Cifalpine  republic  pays  to  the  army  of  the  French  re- 
•^^  public  one  million  per  month,  all  parts  of  the  territory  of 

that  republic  are  confequently  exempted  from  every  kind  of  rcqui- 

fition.       .  . 

1,  The  a6lual  limits  of  that   republic  are,    ift.  the  countries 

(ituated  between  thcTefie  andthe  Oglio;  2d.  all  the  territory  that 

ibrmerly  compofed  the  Modenefe,  Bolognefe,  and  Ferrarefe. 

3.  When  the  troops  of  the  Cifalpine  republic  (hall  be  ftationcd 
on  its  own  territory,  they  (hall*be  furnifhed  from  the  magazines  of 
that  republic. 

4.  When  the  troops  of  the  Cifalpine  republic  (hall  be  with  the 
French  army,  or  any  other  territory  than  that  of  the  republic,  they 

•    fluH  be  furniihed  from  the  magazine  of  the  French. 


Proclamation  publijbed  at  Venice  on  the  16th  Augufi  f%tj  Thermidor) 

1797- 

T^HE  general  in  chief  of  the  army  of  Italy  wi(hing  to  give,  in 
•■'  the  name  of  the  French  republic,  a  proof  of  its  efteem  and 
friendihip  for<he  Sublime  Porte,  orders,  ift.  The  generals  com* 
nanding  the  different  places  of  commerce  occupied  by' the  French: 
in  Italy,  ihall  afford  fpecial  protedtion  to  Ottoman  fubje£b^ 
Greeks,  and  particularly  to  Albanians.  2d.  The  Ottoman  Tub* 
jtds  (hall  be  at  liberty  to  hire  lodgings  where  they  think  proper^ 
without  being  obliged  to  live  all  in  the  fame  houfe,  and  be  at  home 
at  an  appointed  hour.  3d.  The  French  (hips  in  the  Adriatic  (ea^ 
ftall  afford  protedion  and  fuccour  to  veiTels  bearing  the  Ottomaa 
flag,  and  particularly  to  Greeks  and  Albanians. 

(Signed)  Buonaparte. 


Liheriy^  Equality. — In  the  Name  of  the  Cifalpine  Republic y  One  and 

Indivijible* 

Tefiif  Minijler  for  Foreign  Affairs,  to  the  Prefidenl  of  the  Batffuiem 

National  Convention, 

Milanj  the  22d  Thermidor  fgth  Aug.)^  the 
Fifth  Year  of  the  French  Republic. 

fr*HE  beftowing  of  freedom  on  the  Cifalpine  nation  has  crowned 
"■•  the  long  feries  of  viSories  of  the  French  republic.  This 
fiiir  coimtry  is  at  length  delivered  from  our  and  your  enemies ; 
the  time  is  arrived  when  the  political  confcquence  of  Italy  (hall  be 
leftored  and  coofirmed.  The  wifh  of  the  Cifalpine  people  for  th^ir 
4  .  inde* 
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independence,  and  the  exertion  of  their  rights,  cannot  be  more 
ardent  or  more  ftrongly  exprelfed.     Their  motto  of  union  is  the 
fame  with  that  of  your  nation — Liberty:  a  Republic.    What  a  for- 
tuncitc  omen  for  the  fulfilment  of  a  wifti  fo  dear  to  our  hearts!   It 
is  dolibtlcfs  the  duty  of  the  Cifalpine  government,  on  its  firft  bc- 
'    ginning,  to  make  known  lo  the  brave  Baiaviun  nation,  the  com- 
mencement of  a  peiicHJ  which  muft  ever  be  recorded  in  the  Annals 
of  hiilory  ;  to  that  nation,  which,   from  the  (imilarity  ol  its  (itua- 
tion,  ha.s  the  fame  enemies  to  oppofe  and  conquer.  ^  The  mutual 
intercfls  of  the  two  republics  cannot  but  unite  tlicm,  and  induce 
,  them  mutually  to  fupport  each  other.    The  Cifalpine  people,  ren- 
dered free  by  the  power  and  gcnecous  fuppori  of  the  French  re-' 
public,  our  ally  and  friend,  has  opened  new  channels  for  the  re- 
ciprocal trade  and  a£livity  of  the  three  nations,  and  will  (hortly 
become  the  firmed  bulwark  of  general  freedom  and  happinefs. 
Let   us  haftcn,  therefore,  to   connedl  ourfelves  together  by  the 
bands  of  the  ftriflelt  fricndfhip  ;  bands  which  muft  be  indiflToluble 
between  two  nations,  which   fo  cordially  love  and  efteem  each 
other.     It  is  impoHible  that  a  nation  which  has  once  tafted  the 
fwccts  of  libcrt)-,  (hould  willingly  put  on  again  the  chains  of 
flavery.     The  uniformity  of  our   fentiments,  our  confidence  in 
each  other,  and  our  ardent  wiOi  for  the  general  happinefs,  are  re- 
ciprocal bands  by  which  we  are  connefled.     The  fame  (entiments 
arc  a  pledge  of  the  heartfelt  fatisfa(S\ion  I  perfonally  feel  on  this 
occafion,  and  the  delight  I  feel  in  the  fulfilment  of  my  dut/,  in 
communicating  lo  you  the  joyful  intelligence,  that  the  independ« 
ence  of  the  Cifalpine  republic  is  acknowledged,  and  that  the  Di- 
rcdory  began  to  enter  on  its  funftions  on  the   nth  of  Meflidor. 
The  members  of  it  are  the  Citizens  Giovanni,  Galeazze  Serbelloni^ 
Pietro  Mofcati,  Giovanni  Paridifi,  Marco  Alalfandri,  and  Gio- 
vanni Conftabili  Contadini.     Receive  then,  with  the  fame  fenti- 
ments with  which  it  is  tranfmitted,  this  firft  proof  of  friendfhip 
and  alliance  which  the  Diredlory,  through  me,  confiders  as  a  duty 
and  apleafure  to  communicate  on  the  part  of  the  Cifalpine  people. 
The  fentiments  which  I  have  had  the  honour  to  exprefs,   I  feel 
with  the  warmcft  fraternal  efteem.     Permit  mc  to  add  the  fincere 
wifli  of  my  nation  for  your  individual  happinefs  and  welfare  ;  and 
to  alFure  you  of  the  efteem  which  I  Ihall  ever  feel  towards  you. 

Heahh  and  fraternity  1 
(Signed)    .         Charles  Testi, 

The  miniftcr  for  foreign  aflFairs. 


JSxira^ 
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Exira£f  of  a  Letter  from  Citizen  Noel,  MiniJIer  Plenipotentiary  of 
the  French  Republic  to  the  Batauian  Republic^  addreffed  to  tht 
Minijler  General  of  Police,  and  dated  Hague,  September  2« 

T  LEARNT  a  very  fingular  thing  from  Marflial  Broglio,  and 
'■'  which  was  confirmed  to  me  afterwards,  at  Brunfwick,  by 
above  twenty  different  perfonsof  credibility,  viz.  that  Louis  XVII 1% 
liad  fent  to  Gotha  for  his  field  equipage,  and  that  every  exertion 
was  making  to  prepare  it*  The  Marfhal  thinks  that  the  King^s 
hopes  were  never  better  founded.  He  believes  that  he  will  be  re- 
caUed. — You  have  no  idea  of  the  language  of  the  emigrants  aC 
Brunfwick.  There  are  fo  many,  that  I  am  fure  Louis  XVIIf. 
carries  on  a  correfpondence  in  France,  and  that  it  is  neceiTary  to 
Watch  carefully. 

Auguft  28. — I  ought  to  tell  you,  that  the  intrigues  I  fee  car« 
lying  on  here  give  me  much  uneafmefs;  there  is  not  fufficient  at- 
tention paid  to  them.  Many  people  are  led  to  believe  that  Louis 
XVIII.  has  a  ftrong  party  in  the  Council  of  Five  Hundred,  antt 
that  he  will  fpeedily  be  recalled  through  their  means.  The  major 
of  Mirabcau's  corps,  M.  Juguier,  concerning  whom  I  fpoke  to 
you  about  four  months  ago,  and  of  whom  I  alfo  gave  notice  to  Caii- 
hrd,  has  at  length  obtained  pafTports.  I  believe  they  came  from 
the  manufadory  of  the  Count  de  Harconrt  and  Colonel  Donn* 
It  Bremen,  upon  which  I  gave  you  a  note.  He  is  at  Paris,  and 
has  written  feveral  letters  to  Mad.  de  Nadaillac  here,  and  al(b  to 
the  Count  d'Efcars  and  St.  Maixant,  in  which  he  draws  a  pi£lure 
of  Paris,  of  the  Diredlory,  and  of  the  Councils,  which  contri- 
butes very  much  to  elevate  the  hopes  of  the  emigrants  and  of  thd 
prieRs.  Nadaillac  fent  the  letters  to  Madame  Reitze,  and  they 
vcre  read  to  the  King;  they  were  fliown  to  me,  and  the  Abbe, 

it exhibits  them  like  relics. — This  has  a  great  efFe£l  upoa 

Ae  counter- revolutioni (Is,  except  Haugwitz,  who  only  (hrugs  hU 
fiioulders  at  them.  The  Prince  of  HefTe  Caflel,  to  whom  a. 
copy  was  fliown  at  Pyrmont,  faid,  that  it  was  written  by  fome 
lafcally  emigrant,  who  deferved  the  baftinado.  It  would  be  well 
if  the  police  at  Paris  would  watch  thefe  gentlemen  who  arrive  ^ 
iittle  more  clofely.  They  are  paid  by  the  Englifh  to  go  and  in* 
trigue  at  Paris.  I  know  that  Madame  Nelbeth  is  gone  into 
Switzerland  to  feck  for  perfons  to  fend  into  Paris.  She  afked  me 
ibraddreflTcs  and  defcriptions  for  that  purpofe  at  Pyrmont.  By 
the  way  in  which  (he  proceeds,  there  is  money  to  be  made  with 
kcr.  Since  the  miniders  Caillard  and  d'Anadice  have  heard  of 
the  peace  with  Portugal,  Anadice  predidts  that  the  firft  courier 
will  bring  an  account  of  a  peace  with  England;  but  from  what 
I  hear  from  the  Bifhop  of  Dcrry,  Mrs.  Nefbeth,  Lord  Elgin, 
and  others,  I  entertain  no  Aich  hopes :  I  am  convinced  that  the 
Vol.  VII.  •  C  negotia-x 


(     lO     ) 

4 

negotiation  Js  only  a  farce.  Upon  that  fubjefl  I  have  fome 
proofs,  which  I  fhould  have  wifhe.I  to  communicate  verbally  xo 
jrou,  if  they  would  have  fufFcrcii  iic  to  come. 

The  Englilh  do  not  wr\?i<  .  :i  iitimediate  peace ;  they  look  with 
too  much  certainty  foi  the  fpcedy  diifolution  of  the  French  go- 
vernment>  and  are  making  great  iacrifices  for  that  objedl. 


Manifef^  of  the  Governor  of  Turing  Sept.  20,  1798. 

TjIS  MajePy,  defiring  nothing  fo  much  as  the  maintenance  of 
•^*-  public  peace  and  tranquillity,  has  taken  all  the  meafures  and 
precautions  judged  expedient  for  that  purpofe,  and  has  charged 
us,  at  the  fame  time,  to  announce,  by  a  manifeflo,  to  ail  the 
inhabitants  of  this  capital,  its  fuburbs  and  tciritory,  that  they 
muft  pofitively  abflain  from  all  provocation  or  infult  whatever, 
which  might  tend  to  difiurb  the  public  tranquillity  ;  to  invite  all 
good  and  faithful  citizens  not  to  frequent  any  of  thofe  places 
where  tbey  might  be  expofi-d  to  the  like ;  and  particularly,  not 
to  give  car  to  the  reports  which  evil-defigning  men,  fome  of  whom 
abufe  the  national  cockade,  propagate,  for  the  purpofe  of  alarm-* 
log  the  public  mind.  His  Majefty  expects  alfo  from  tlie  loyalty 
of  the  r  rench  governmcfit,  that  it  will  contribute  to  maintain 
ami  confirm,  more  and  more,  the  good  harmony  which  ought  to 
(ubfiit  between  the  two  allied  governments. 


Admiral  Marard  de  Galles  to  the  Citizens  compojing  the  naval  Armfm 

Brejly  26  FruHidor  f  September  I2,    1797)» 

IN  tranfmitting  to  you,  upon  the  24th,  the  proclamaiioa  of 
the  txecuiire  Directory  to  the  citizens  of  Paris,  and,  the 
following  day,  that  to  all  France,  I  infpircd  your  republicaa 
hearts  with  joy  on  the  aflurance  that  liberty  had  triumphed 
over  the  fatcllites  of  royalty,  who  had  flattered  themfelves 
with  the  hopes  of  reftoring  your  chains.  Now,  citizens,  I 
take  the  carlied  opportunity  to  acquaint  you  with  the  details 
which  have  odicially  been  tranfmitted  to  me  relative  to  this 
great  event,  which  will  redore  the  republic  to  all  its  fpleo* 
dour,  and  give  to  its  children  peace  and  happinefs.  Thefe  details 
will  inform  you,  that  if  hitherto  the  paternal  folicitude  of 
the  govcriancnt  has  vainly  exerted  itfelf  to  meliorals  your 
fiKuaiiou ;  if,  in  fpite  of  its  inceflant  application  to  the  legif- 
liiive  body  to  obtain  funds  neceifary  for  the  payment  of  your 
falaiics  and  tiic  comfort  of  your  families,  you  remained 
naked  and  JeUitutc^  it  was  becaufe  the  royalift  confpirators  who' 
1  fat 
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fM  in  the  Icgiilative  body  had  laboured  induftrioufly  to  dry  up  the 

foiirces  of  the  public  treafurv,  in  order  to  difcourage  the  repub^ 

lican  armies  by  the  excefs  of"  their  fnfferings,  and  to  render  the 

flepublic  odious.     Now,  citizens,  thele  wretches  are. under  the 

avenging  fword  of  the  laws  which  they  have  outraged*     They  are 

difabled  frotn  confummating  their  horrible  confpiracies;  and  the 

firft  exertions  of  the  government,  after  having  difconcerted  their 

defigns,  have  been  direded  to  the  land  and  naval  force.     Already 

roeafures  have  been  taken  by  it  for  the  payment  of  your  arrear, 

and  the  improvement  of  your  fituation.     Be  catm  and  firm  at 

your  pods,  as  yunr  brethren  of  the  immortal  armies  have  been  on 

the  news  of  this  memorable  event ;  and  be  aflured  that  your  chietSy 

always  emulous  to  give  you  the  example  of  patriotifm  and  deTo* 

tion  to  the  caufe  of  liberty,  will  nut  lofe  fight  of  the  fuccefs  ef 

the  republicans,  in  order  to  make  you  participate  with  the  whole 

nation  in  the  advantages  which  this  triumph  over  our  enemiea 

will  procure. 

(Signed)        Morand  de  Galles. 

^ — . — ,  .  '■  ■         ■ — * 

Addrrfs  to  General  /ugereau^  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Armies  ef 
the  Sarnbre  and  the  meufe^  and  Rhine  and  Mojelle^  to  the  Troots 
comfofing  thofe  Armies. 

Fellow-Soldiers, 

IF  Death  were  to  choofe  her  own  vidims,  guilt  alone  would  be 

'-  banifhed  from  the  world  ;  but  he  ftrikes  without  dillin£lion  an 

Achilles  and  aTherfites,  a  hero  and  the  child  of  vice  and  of  eflfemi« 

nacy.     His  fcythe  cuts  down  indiiFerently  every  thing  that  prefents 

itfidf  to  his  blow.     Vice  and  virtue,  it  is  all  one.     Cato,  unable 

fo  funrive  the  liberty  of  his  country,  tore  out  his  own  bowels. 

and  on  hb  fmoking  corpfe,  Caefar  reared  a  throne.     Hoche  died 

in  the  flower  of  his  age,  and  in  the  height  of  his  glory,   and 

Pkhegru  outlived  his  crimes.     Such  are  the  decrees  of  blind 

,.  deftiDV*    Soldiers,  drop  a  tear  on  the  bier  of  the  hero,  and  let  a 

cry  of  indignation  anathematife  the  traitor!  Long  deceived,  often 

aqgjleded,  fometimes  betrayed,  what  force  of  arm,  what  fenti- 

^flient  of  gloryt  what  robud  patriotifm  and  courageous  conftancy, 

tA  you  not  require  to  redft  at  once  confpiracies,  (uSerings,  ii^ 

tema!  difguft,  and  the  effort^  of  Auflrisi  from  without  ?  DQubtleTs^ 

it  is  when,  with  pi;re  intentions  and  tried  republicanifm,  a  chie^ 

If  appointed  to  the  command  of  men  like  you,  that  viAory  is 

icndered  fubjed  to  his  will.     Penetrated  with  this  truth,  my 

fidlow-foldierf ,  it  is,  that  |  haye  not  hefitated  to  accept  the  vaft 

diarge  which  the  goverr^mept  has  impofed  upon  me  in  placing  me 

tt  your  h^.     {  know  the  fxtent  of  the  chargCi^  amt  I  am  not 

^mayed;    is  not  this   ^    fufficient  declaration  of  the  efteem 

,  Ca  in 
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in  which  I  hold  you  ?  Soldiers,  the  chiefs  of  ihc  royalift  con*^ 
fpiracy  no  Idnger  fit  in  the  fenate,  and  the  cabinet  of  Vienna  no 
longer  has  auxiliaries  in  .the  Luxembourg.  The  Executive  Di- 
roSory,  long  placed  by  the  confpirators  in  the  cruel  impoflibility 
of  putting  a:  period  to  your  fufferings,  is  now  feconded  by  the 
reprefentatives  of  the  people  who  remained  faithful  to  th^  peo« 
pic.  The  eyes  of  the  government  are  open  to  you  and  to  your 
wants.  Its  power'isj  far  from  keeping  pace  with  its  paternal  in- 
tentions, Ncvertheltfs,  your  futicrings  (hall  be  mitigated.  It  is 
}n  order  to  accelerate  i he  attainment  of  this  obje<!:l  that  I  remain 
at  Paris.  I -ihall  very  fpeedily  follp^v  thisaddrcfs,  which  I  fend 
you.  I  (hall  bring  funds  along  with  me ;  clothing  anJ  fuel  ihall 
pe  provided  before  the  rigour  of  winter.  Eveiy  part  of  the  ad- 
xniniftration  (hall  be  puiificd,  and  reduced  to  i^gulirity ;  and 
Lenceforth  nothing  but  untorefcen  events  can  interrupt,  and  that 
only  for  a  monient,  the  difcharge  of  your  pay,  and  condemn  you 
to  wants  which  it  (hall  be  my  chief  caro  to  abridge..  Every  mo- 
ment of  my  Jife,  all  my  faculties,  my  whole  exiftence,  fellow- 
foldiers,  (haij  be  confecrated  to  your  fervicc.  But,  In  proportion 
^s  you  otrghf  to  expeck  every  thing  from  my  devotion  to  your 
caufe,  J  aui  entitled  to  require  from  you  a  difcipline,  not  trifling 
m  its  details,  nor  degrading,  but  juft,  fevere,  inflexible,  and 
completely  republican,  t^atriotifm  and  courage  are  virtues  which 
it  is  cafy  for  you  topraflife.  If,  however,  there  are  men  among 
you  to  whom  it  is  painful  to  cxercife  them,  let  them  quit  their 
ranks,  let  them  withdraw.  Thefe  enemies  of  liberty  ought  t6 
Jiave  no  (hare  in  the  glory  of  her  children.  Soldiers,  let  your 
)>ravery  catch  (ire  from  the  facred  love  of  your  country,  and  let 
the  rife  of  your  glowing  energy  ftrike  terror  into  your  enemies 
beyond  the  Rhine,    and  infpire  with  difmay  thofe  whom  you 

feave  behind  that  river.  The  Emperor,  it  is  faid,  is  railing 
evics.  Poor  wretches,  torn  from  the  plough,  and  traine<l  by 
violence,  are  coming  to  fwcll  the  number  of  his  fatellitcs.  Vain 
precaution  I  France,  reftored  to  the  vigour  of  republican  inftU 
tutions,  is  at  this  moment  one  entire  army,  of  which  We  are  only 
the  advanced  guard.  In  a  word,  if  our  enemies  riemain  obfti- 
natc;  if,  rejeding  the  pacific  oflfers  of  our  government,  they  Aill 
wi(h  for  bloo4>  why  then  let  them  be  fatisfied.  They  are  only  fb 
l^tenfive  in  their  demands,  bccaufe  we  were  fo  generous,  and  lit 
it  one  iay  be  ajked,  if  the  people  of  Vienna  ever  had  ma/iers  ? 

'       ■  •  '  (SigncdJ  AUGEREAU. 


Proclamati$it^ 
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T 7  Kuimattm  of  the  Executive  DireBory  of  the  Clfalpine  Rcpulltc  on 

the  14/A  Sept.  1797. 

npHE  Executive  Dircdlory,  confidering  that  it  is  neceflary  to 
-*-  maintain  public  order  againfl  the  efforts  of  the  difaffededy 
>^ho  in  the  prcfent  circutnftances  endeavour  to  deceive  the 
pe:ple,  in  order  to  re  eftablifh  the  ancient  govern  hie  nt,  or  lo 
diforganizc  -"at  \n  hich  exiles,  ordains  that  any  perfon  -who  by 
yir.7-]  or  deed  iliaVi  endeavour  to  favour  monarchy,  the  conftitu* 
lion  of  170V.  or  any  other  for.n  of  government  different  from 
that  V  Mel;  exifls,  (hall  be  confidcred  as  a  d.durber  of  the  public 
peace,  and  inflantly  punifhed  on  the  fpot  as  fuch  v^ith  death, 
agreeably  to  the  law  of  tl^e  5th  of  Auguil  lad,  enaded  againft  the 
enenues  of  public  tranquillity. 

(Signed)         G.  G.  Serbelloni,  Prefidc'nt. 


Busnapartfj  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Army  of  Italy ^  to  the  SvUiers 
and  Citizens  of  the  eighth  Alilitary  Divtjion, 

Head  ^artersy  Pajferiano,  36  Fruiiiihr. 

OOLDIERS  and  citizens  of  the  eighth  military  divifion,  the 
^  Executive  Direv5lory  has  put  you  under  my  military  com- 
mand. .  This  tafk,  painful  to  me,  will  be  ufeful  to  your  tranquil* 
lify,  I  know  the  patriotifm  of  the  people  of  the  fouthern  depart- 
ments. Men,  enemies  of  liberty,  have  in  vain  fought  to  lead 
jou  aftray.  I  fhall  make  the  neceflary  difpofitions  to  reftore  to 
your  delightful  country,  happinefs  and  tranquillity. 

Patriots!  republicans!  return  to  your  homes:  evil  to  that 
commune  which  fhall  not  proted  you  :  evil  tothe  conftitutedbody 
ivhich  (hall  ihield  crime  and  aflaflination  with  indulgence  ! 

And  you,  generals,  commanding  ti:e  places  ;  officers,  foldiers; 
yoo  are  worthy  of  your  brothers  in  arms  !  Prote£l  the  republicans, 
•ad  ftifier  not  the  men  covered  with  crimes,  wha  delivered 
Tealon  to  the  Englifb,  which  coft  us  a  long  and  painful  fiege^ 
wiM>  in  one  day  burnt  thirteen  fhips  of  war,  to  return  and  giveu^ 
kw! 

Municipal  admtntilratprs,  ju dices  of  the  peaces  afl  as  yout 
caonldence  direds.  Are  you  friends  of  the  republic,  of  tht  na- 
tional glory  ?  Are  you  worthy  of  being  the  magiftrates  of  a  great 
fladon  ?  If  you  ate,  execute  the  laws  with  precifion,  ^nd  know- 
that  you  (hall  be  refponfible  for  the  blood  that  may  flow  under  your 
eyet.  We  (hall  be  your  friends,  if  you  are  attached  to  the  confti- 
tmkm  and  to  liberty*  We  (hali  be  your  enemies,  if  you  are  only 
tbeagSents  of  Loufe  XVIII.  and  of  the  cruel  plots  fomented  by  fo* 

(Signed)        Buonaparte. 
^    -  Speech 
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Speech  cf  Buonaparte^  Commander  tn  Chief y  H  his  Soldiers y  on  the  \Ji 

Vendemiaire  (zid  September), 

TT7E  cclc.bratc  the  i  ft  Vendcmiaire,  the  epoch  the  moft  rfear  to 

^^     Frenchtnen  :  it  is  a  day  that  will  be  much  celebrated  in  the 

annals  of  the  worM.     It  is  from  that  day  thit  we  date  the  founda- 

fitm  of  the  republic,  the  organization  of  a  great  nation  which  b 

^  calletl  by  its  deftiny  in  aUonifli  rfnd  confole  the  world. 

Soldiers!  diOant  from  yonr  country,  and  triumphing  for  Eu- 
fope,  chains  have  htt^  prepared  for  you.  You  know  it ;  you  ^ 
liave  avowed  it ;  but  the  people  awoke,  feized  the  traitors,  and 
already  they  are  in  frons.  You  will  learn  by  the  proclamation 
from  the  Executive  Directory,  the  plots  of  the  particular  enemies 
of  the  foldiers,  efpccially  the  enemies  of  the  divifions  of  the  army 
of  Italy.  We  honour  this  preference  !  The  hatred  of  traitors,  of 
tyrants,  and  of  Haves,  will  be  in  hiftory.our  beft  title  to  glory  and 
immortality ! 

Thanks  to  the  courage  of  the  firft  magiftrates  of  the  republic, 
of  the  armies  of  the  Sambre  and  Meufe,  ahd  the  interior;  to  the 

fitriots,  to  the  reprefentatives  remaining  faithful  to  the  deftiny  df 
ranee  ;  they  have  accomplilhed,  at  one  blow,  that  which  for  fix 
years  we  have  laboured  to  give  our  country. 

(Signed)    Buonaparte.' 


Report  to  the  Executive  Direfiory  refpecling  Emigrauts,  on  the  2$ti 

September  i'J<)'J» 

Citizens  Direflors, 

rpHB  law  of  the  5th  September,  rendered  neccfliry  by  the 
•*•  dangers  to  which  the  royalift  confpirators  have  expofcd  thr' 
confiitutioti  and  the  republic,  bears  that  charadex  of  greatnefs 
and  wifdom  which  has  direfied  the  (teps  of  the  two  powers  in  the 
late  circumftances.  It  was  received  with  tranfport  throughout 
the  republic.  The  French  people  confiderecl  it  asa  folemn  pledge 
of  the  virtue  of  the  legiilative  body  ;  and,  thanks  to  that  body,  hif- 
tory  cannot  reproach  that  remarkable  epoch  with  a  fingle  exceGiu 
The  execution  of  this  falutary  law  mult  deliver  the  republic  from 
its  greateft  enemies,  emigrants  and  turbulent  priefts.  Its  r^u* 
lations  are  fimple  and  humane ;  it  does  not  require  the  blood  of 
thpfe  men  who  have  only  (ignalized  their  return  un  the  territory  of 
the  republic,  by  troubles,  revolt,  and  aflaffmations ;  it  merely 
expels  thefe  from  a  country,  to  tl^e  l^ws  of  yrhich  they  refule 
to  fubmit.  The  advantages  refulting  from  this  meafurc  arc  ioi* 
rr.enfe  and  inedimable  j  the  ir](^onvcniences  are  flight  and  partial. 
You  require  to  know,  citizens  direftors,  what  ai:e  the  exceptions 

I  which 


.(     »5    ) 

'5^•\lkh  It  will  be  poflible  to  mate  to  this  15th  article  of  the  la«r» 
You  inform  me  at  the  fame  time,  that  feme  legTllators  have  pro- 
pofcd  to  except  from  this  article  the  pcrfoiis  fet  down  on  thtlift  of 
emimmts  by  the  admi nitrations  of  other  departments  than  that 
in  wliich  they  redded,  and  that  the  Council  of  Five  Hundred  has  re- 
ferred to  you  the  petitions  of  two  foldiers  who  complain  of  having 
beenunjudly  fet  down  on  the  lid.     To  pafs  in  fuch  cafes- an  ex« 
ception  to  the  law,  would  be  to  deftroy  the  principal  law,    Theic 
ITC,  without  doubty  well-founded  protefts  againft  the  law  ;  doubt- 
lefs,  citizens,  there  are  fome  citizens,  fome  public  fundionaries^ 
and  even  fome  defenders  of  the  country,  who  are  afTcdled  by  the 
law  ;  but  the  magillrates  and  legiilators  of  a  great  nation  cannot 
iacrifice  the  iiAereft  of  the  whole  to  that  of  irndividuals.     It  has 
been  proved  io  demonftration,  that  the  emigrants  and  rebellious 
prieils  mull  be  baniihed  the  French  foil,  or  that  the  conUitutioa 
iftdthe  republic  mud  be  expofed  to  the  ha^ards  of  a  civil  war^ 
and  to  the  calamities  to  which  it  gives  rife.     It  is  in  vain  to  urge^ 
that  to  except  fuch  and  fuch  aclafs  of  citizens  from  the  operatioas 
of  tbis  la«r,  is  not  to  deftroy  it ;  experience  has  (hown,  that  when 
once  the  prificiple  is  attacked,  intcreii  and  malice  can  take  ad- 
vantage of  it,  and  render  the  moft  fevcre  law  void.     It  was  bf 
means  of  (imilar  exceptions  that  the  emigrants  were  heretofore 
aecalled  as  fugitives  from  the  lower  Rhine,  as  fugitives  from 
Toulon,  and  as  fugitives  from  the  colonies.     The  moft  conftita- 
tiocial  law,   citizens  dire^ors,    is  that  which  drives  emigrants 
from  the  repiiblic.     By  how  many  captious  arguments,  by  how 
many  apparently  authentic  proofs,    is  it  eafy  to  deceive  on  the 
^ueftion  of  emigration  !    Have  I  not  lately  communicated  to  yoo- 
the  fraud  of  a  great  number  of  emigrants,  who,  having  been  able 
by  corruption  to  fubftitute  their  names  in  the  places  of  thofc  of  the 
4lefeiiders  of  the  country,  have  demanded  to  be  liruck  out  as  Aich^ 
How  many  others,  if  the  propofed  exception  were  to  be  adopted, 
would  equivocate  as  to  the  place  of  their  habitation,  and  would 
dude  the  effefl  of  the  law  by  a  thoufand  tricks?      Every  end- 
giant  would  by  thefe  means  remain  in  France.     Yes,  citizens 
difc&OTS,  I  havenohefitation  to  declare  to  you,  that  the  fafety  of 
die  republic  depends  on  the  ftri£i  execution  of  the  law  of  the  5th 
of  September.     The  partizans  of  royalty,  and  the  accomplices  of 
llie  bic  confpirators,  are  far  from  believing  themfelves  c.>nt}uere<! ; 
tbey  are  already,  you  know,  aiTaiTmating  the  public  fimdionarie^ 
to  feveral  of  the  departments ;  the  importartt  correfpor.lence  which 
a  little  while  ag9  fell  into  your  hands,  cxpofcd  to  you  the  vaft  plan 
of  dcftrudion  and  death,  the  bloody  execution  of  which  yo  1  pre- 
vented on  the  4th  September  ;    and  now,   when  the  Fr-'^ch  ni- 
tion,  in  order  to  put  an  cv.d  to  fo  much  wictednefs  and    ri:r:':-,   is 
contented  to  drive  from  its  bofom  its  moft  avowed  encmic?,  -.  -  are 
kufml  of  exerciling  this  great  ad  of  juftice,    becaule  it  a(Fecls 
-  ■  '  iha 


the  intenefts  of  (bme  individual.  The  xno^  equitable  law  is  that 
^'bich  produces  the  lead  injuAicc.  No  one  better  than  myfelf, 
citizens  direSors;  can  bear  tedimony  to  your.conftiuit  folicitudc 
to  diftijQguiih  the  innoceot  from  the  guilty.  I  have  in  t^itty  cafe» 
as  far  as  I  have  hecn  able,  exercifed  this  femiment  of  jufiice,  and 
every  day  which  has  elapfcd  fince  the  law  of  the  4th  September, 
h9^  been  marlced  by  the  era/ure  of  a  great  number  of  citizens 
vrboni  error  or  malice  had  fpt  down  on  the  lid  of  emigrants.  As 
to  th^  r^fty  the  Jegiflative  body  may  remain  tranquil ;  you  havft 
in  your  bands,  and  you  h^ve  already  made  ufe  of  means  which 
i)avc  mitigated  the  rigour  of  the  laws,  and  which  will  prevent 
theiimocent  from  being  confounded  with  the  guilty*  As  toray^ 
ifiU  I  cannot  diflemble,  I  thhik  the  Ia>y  ought  to  be  fully 
c^Mrried  inro  execution  ;  by  that  you  will  put  an  end  to  thote 
confpiracies,  and  difconccrt  the  projedlsjof  our  external  and  in«> 
t^nal  enemies>  and  drive  out  of  the  republic  thofe  who  would 
teir  her  b.ofom.  Xo  mitigate  this  law  would  endanger  the  €•&• 
ftiitutiQn.^  CV4B^o  hefilgte  ro  maiiuain  it,  is  a  public  calamity. 

(Signed.)         SoTur«. 

f^i  I.    i  ■'         ■  I .. ■ .  ■  I.I  ■      11      y    1.11  ^  ■ .,       ,. ^ 

T^  j^fifiifler  of  the  Intirlor  to  the  Cfmmiffion^en  ef  the  jyiri^$rg 
ip  i})^  Jiff/trent  central  and  mtmicipal  AdminiftratUni* 

Pan's,  2^th  Fru^idor  (Sept.  lo). 

Citi;^ej)s  Co^nmlAIoners, 

T  THOUGHT  tfeat  I  fl^guld  hpvc  maiotaine*!  ray  correfpoad? 
'*'  ence  witjti  you^nuch  longer  than  I  now  will  do.  I  hoped  that 
I^ould  have  continued  to  av;iil  myfelf  of  that  medium,  and  of 
t^ic .confidenpe  with  which  y.o"  have. d.iftipguiftied  m^,  in  order 
to  reaniipatc  tlie  repviblican  fpirit.  But  when  I  hailcned,  vpon  tfaf 
ll^h  Frviflidpr,  to  «ipprife  yo.u.of  the  events  of  that  day,  I  did 
pot  imagifjie  that  I  fiiould  have  qui-tted  fo  foon  the  office  which  I 
Md.  Obliged  to  leave  it,  1  am  deflrous  once  moje  to  renew  my 
Qprrjafpondence  with  you,  before  I  quit  the  office  of  the  mini-ftec 
of  the  interior  for  the  Dircdory. 

You  now  know,  citizens  cot\iipI(Iigncrs,  that  the  Dire^dory  was 
lecondedby  thereprcfentatives,  who  have  remained  faithful  )U)  the 
lepublic.  Let  us  not  Jlofe  the  fruit  of  fuch  a  gloripus  triumph.  It 
basmad^  no  man  wear  mourning  \  it  lias  coil  no  ma^i.a  tear  ;  \$s 
purity  is  not  daiood  wiM)  a  fmgle  drop  of  blood.  May  the  ex* 
ample  of  the  tranquiljity,  the  order  and  public  fpirit  of  thecom* 
tnune  of  P^ri^y  be  imitated  throughout  all  the  departments  !  No 
perfon  wa$  (educed  t9  .follow  the  dandard  of  the  royal  confpira- 
tors  :  they  imagined  they  fiiould  have  had  a  powerful  party,  and 
an  ara>y;  they  fpujpd  thcmfelYfs  alone.    In  all  tliat  has  fAfijcfl 
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fincc  the  ift  Prairial,  the  proofs  of  treafon  were  fo  eVidcnf,  fo 
palpable  to  every  eye  that  was  willing  to  fee — the  coiifpirators 
maintained  fo  little  referve,  an«l  boalled  fo  pirblicly  that  they  were 
ftnt  to  recommence,  as  they  wcre/U'ont  to  fay,  the  revolution  ; 
they  had  fo  openly  called  their  i(t  of  Prairial  anew  14th  of  July, 
that  no  man  can  deny  their  intentions  but  he  who  partakes  their 
views.  It  fcemed  aliroft  fuperfluous  to  add  to  tlufc  proofs  the 
particular  facls  th-tt  had  been  coUetSed,  and  the  decifive  docu- 
ments which  have  been  printed.  In  a  word,  no  doubt  remains  ; 
and  the  world  will  be  more  furprifed  ftill,  when  prudence  (hall 
permit  us  to  fathom  the  d;*pth  of  the  abyfs  into  which  France  was 
about  to  be  plunged  by  the  machinations  of  th.*  royalilt  confpira- 
tors.  It  is  pollible,  hv>^vevcr,  thai  the  latter  .ray  find  apolcgilts 
among  the  fycophants  of  (lavery.  The  enemi«.s  of  the  people  and 
of  the  republic  will  not  fail  to  repeat,  w  i;h  th;it  hypocrify  which 
is  peculiar  to  them,  that  the  conilitution  has  been  violat-.d,  and 
liberty  attaciced.  Perfidious  traitors  !  thuy  invoked  the  cnnltitu- 
^'on  only  that  they  might  compai .  its  dcttmf^ion  ;  they  f^oke  of 
liberty,  while  they  laboured  to  rellore  fcrviuide.  Ah  !  if  it  is  ne- 
ceiTary  to  reply  to  their  objecftions,  tell  them  thar  hitherti*  the  ge- 
nius of  the  republic  has  watched  over  its  deftini^-s,  and  that  it  is 
ever  ready,  ever  armed,  10  cruih  ihcm  to  atoms. 

Republican  commiffioners,  reprcfent  to  the  people  with  what 
dcfpt-rate  art  the  royal 'It  commiffioners  had  laboured  to  fccirre  the 
fucccfs  of  their  plots.  The  fovereignty  of  the  people  w.is  the  re- 
fpccJable  cli)ak  under  which  they  had  concealed  themfvlvcs,  in 
Order  10  tear  from  the  people  their  rights.      If  was  by  ufirpinj;  all 
the  con  ft  itu  ted  powers  that  they  flattered   ihenifclvps   with   the 
hope  of  extinguifhmg  all  thefe  powers.     It  was  by  corrupting 
public  opinion,  by  the  licenti  aifnefs  of  the  prefs,  of  which  they 
made  a  privilege  and  an  exclnfive  monopoly  for  t'lemfelves  and 
their  friends ;  it  was  by  letting  loofe  the  vengeance  of  the  emi- 
grants, and  the  fanaticifm  of  priefts,  the  enemies  of  liberty  ;  it 
was  by  daily  dellroyingi  piece-meal,  republican  uP^ges  and  ijiili- 
tutions  ;  it  was  by  provoking  an  execrable  civil  war  in  the  name 
of  humanity  itfelf,  by  preaching  the  murder  of  3II  the  purchafcrs 
of  national  property  in  the  name  of  juftice,   by  renewing  the 
nuffacres  of  St.  Bartholomew's  day  in  the  name  of  the  God  of 
peace,  that  they  laboured  to  reftore  the  worihip  and  the  laws  of 
their  fathers.     Tell   the  French  people,  then,  that  one  day  has 
fufEccd  to  difconcert  all  their  machinations.     Thnnks  H)  Oiai  for- 
tunate day,  we  can  now  breathe,  without  rellriiint,  the  air  of  li- 
berty!    We  can  now  pronounce,    without  fear,   the  delightful 
nameof  crtiz&n,  the  beloved  name  of  .the  republic,  and  the  facred 
name  of  the  conilitution  I   Wc  can  now  talk,  without  danger,  of 
the  grand  exploits  of  our  warriors,  df  their  virtues  and  their 
glory ! 

Vol.  VII.  D  It 
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It  is  well  knowHt  that  on  the  evening  preceding  the  iBth 
Frudlidor,  placards,  journals,  the  hired  raiiers  of  the  royalift 
commifljoners,  infoleiitly  bawled  abroad  the  crimes  of  Buonaparte ; 
while,  in  the  tribune,  the  orators  dared  to  revile  the  liberty  of 
Italy.  On  the  evening  preceding  that  day,  they  aSeded  to  tell 
us  of  the  faction  of  Orleans,  a  chimera  invented  to  conceal  the 
real  .£a£iion  of  the  friends  of  Louis  XVIII.  You  have  feen  whe- 
ther both  have  not  been  reprcfled  by  a  juft  profcription.  Above 
all,  they  affe£led  to  tell  us  inceflantly  of  terrorifm  and  of  anarchy^ 
in  order  to  divert  our  attention  from  a  much  more  dreadful 
anarchy,  and  a  much  more  ferious  terror,  which  they  were  de« 
(irous  to  organize.  You  have  feen,  too,  whether,  on  the  i8th 
Fru£lidor,  anarchy  and  terror  have  tarnifhed  the  wifdom  of  the 
operations  of  the  legiflative  body,  and  of  the  government.  You 
have  feen,  whether.  Cor  a  moment,  the  idea  was  entertained  of 
again  rearing  fcafFolds  and  baftiles.  It  is  time  to  banifh  that  odi* 
OU8  abiife  of  words — to  carry  back  men's  views,  their  fentitnentSy 
their  hopes,  to  the  republican  fyflem,  and  its^inditutions — to  re* 
invigorate  public  fpirit — to  reanimate,  in  France,  patriotifmi  en* 
feebled,  attacked,  depraved  by  fo  many  infamous  arts. 

Till  you  receive  the  wife  meafures  which  the  executive  power 
and  the  legiflative  body  are  about  to  adopt  in  concert  for  their  ob* 
je3s,  it  belongs  to  you,  citizens  commiflioners,  to  begin  this  im- 
portant work.  It  is  your  bufmefs  to  tell  Frenchmen,  that  their 
rights  as  well  as  their  duties  were  engraved  by  nature  upon  thefar 
hearts,  before  they  were  written  on  the  table  of  the  laws.  Na- 
ture, before  the  conftitution,  fald  to  man,  "  Be  juft,  if  you  wi(U 
to  dcferve  freedom ;  be  virtuous,  if  you  wifli  to  preferve  li- 
berty ;  adore  your  country,  if  you  wifh  to  be  proteSed  by  its 
laws.*'  Such  is  the  only  language  which  the  government  fpeaks 
to  the  French  people.  You  will  receive  from  the  Executive  Di- 
rectory the  proclamation  which  has  been  addrefled  to  the  French 
nation,  to  reprefent  to  them,  in  the  prefent  iituation  of  aiFairSt 
the  neceflity  of  an  unanimous  and  permanent  return  to  republican 
ufages.  You  cannot  too  much  infift  upon  the  truths  contained  in 
this  proclamation  ;  you  cannot  diifufe  them  too  widely  ;  and  en* 
grave  them  upon  your  own  hearts,  in  order  to  imprefs  them  upoa 
thofe  over  whom  your  jurifdidlion  extenxls.  i 

You  have  remarked,  doubtlefs,  that  perfidious  combination^ 
that  fyftem,  purfucd  with  a  conftancy  truly  invincible,  by  which 
the'  confpirators  had  almod  infenfibly  moulded  the  manners,  the 
habits,  the  inftitutions  of  democracy,  to  ariftocratic,  facerdotal, 
and  royal  forms.  In  a  republic,  men  almoA  were  prohibited  to 
be  republicans.  The  glorious  title  of  citizen,  which  is  not  fully 
known,  which  is  not  -ufed  but  by  free  nations,  had  become  the 
object  of  contempt  and  infult.  The  language  of  the  confpixators 
was  the  language  of  flavcs.    The  names  of  patriot  and  friend  of 
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tlic  government  were,  in  their  jargon,  the  (hameful  fynohimes  of 
villain  and  aflaflin.  To  love  the  conftitutiony  was  to  incur 
the  reproach  of  brigand.  Our  patriotic  airs,  thofe  immortal 
bymns  which  fo  often  have  led  our  defenders  to  vidory ;  thofe 
republican  fongSi  which  eledlrified  the  heart  in  the  firft  enthufi- 
afm  of  our  revolution  ;  thofe  airs  of  liberty  were,  in  the  ears  of 
the  partifans  of  kings,  only  cries  of  pillage,  and  the  founds  of 
miiraer!  Thofe  whom  we  once  heard  feoff  at  Heaven,  and  ridi^ 
aiU^iefts,  were  now  become  apoftles !  What  do  I  fay  ?  Thofe 
t  iTDoVpOi IMiL^vith  morality,  with  virtue,  with  religion,  affeding 
their  language^S^proachcd  the  French  with  the  want  of  virtue, 
of  religion,  of  morality;  becaufe  the  French  no  longer  looked 
with  refpe£lonthc  virtue  of  (laves,  on  the  morality  ofcourts>  and 
the  religion  of  murderers  and  executioners. 

Citizens,  let  us  ftrenuouiiy  urge  the  French  to  relume  more 
than  ever  their  republican  difpofition.  Let  us  prove  to  the  wretches 
who  have  ridiculed  eur  la\vs,  didlatcd  by  philofophy,  that  we 
have  not  Hudicd  in  vain  the  lelTons  of  experience  ;  that  we  have 
travcrfed  the  ages  that  have  been  contained  in  the  interval  betwcea 
the  year  1789  and  1797,  ^^  expofe  ourfelvcs  anew  to  thofe  re-» 
afiions  which  perpetuate  the  torment  of  revolutions,  and  the  ex- 
cciles  of  anarchy  which  diflblve  the  focial  body.  Such  has  ever 
been  the  aim  of  our  perfidious  enemies*  At  every  period  they 
Bavc  affumed  every  form,  and  provoked  every  excefs,  in  order  to 
decry  anddifhonour  liberty.  They  laboured  to  difgrace  the  rcvo- 
lution  with  horrors,  in  order  to  accufe  it  of  the  calamities  of 
ivhich  they  themfelves  were  the  authors  and  the  accomplices. 
Pre(er\'e  the  French  people  from  falling  again  into  that  horrible 
(lure.  Let  them  repofe  upon  the  vigour  of  the  government.  In- 
dependently of  the  means  it  pofTeffes,  its  principle  will  confifl  in 
the  tranquillity  of  the  people,  in  their  obedience  to  the  laws,  in 
their  inviolable  refpe£l  for  their  fundamental  charter.  Liberty 
cnnlifts  in  the  execution  of  thofe  laws  which  a  people  have  infli- 
tilted  for  themfelves.  Such  is  the  (landard  of  freedom,  the  inex- 
hauilible  fource  of  pure  republican  fpirit. 

That  fpirit  of  light  and  life  which  the  love  of  the  republic  dif^ 
fkfes  in  the  hearts  into  which  it  penetrates,  has  been  unfortu- 
nately mifconceived  and  di (honoured  :  it  is  elfcntial  that  it  fhould 
be  beloved  ;  and  to  caufe  it  to  be  beloved,  it  is  neccHary  that  it 
fliould  be  better  known.  It  is  by  inftruftion,  by  fentiment,  by 
whatever  can  flrike  the  imagination,  the  fenfcs,  and  the  hearty. 
that  the  fuccefs  of  the  facred  caufc  which  has  jufl  triumphed  muft 
be  completed.  You  will  therefore  fay  to  the  journalifts — '«  Po- 
litical writers,  if  your  hearts  be  inflamed  with  the  fire  of  pa- 
Iriotifm,  >ou  will  caufe  it  to  rekindle  in  your  produ(Stions ;  and 
in  your  ufeful  cenfures,  in  your  leflbns  and  counfels,  you  will 
add  decency  to  the  noble  franknefs  which  ought  to  infpire  you 
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With  z^al  for  the  "public  good:  leave  to  the  libellifts  fplccn  an4 
impofture  :  caufe  the  laws  to  be  beloved  ;  and  you  will  thus 
enhance  the  value  of  your  efforts  and  courage,  inftead  of  plung- 
ing yourfelvcs  in  the  mire  of  guilt  and  calumny."  You  will  lay 
to  men  ot  letters  and  dramatic  writers — *'  Children  of  genius  and 
the  arts,  confider  that,  under  defpoi if, u,  Corn.ille,  Moliere,  and 
Voltaire,  dared  to  attack  the  defpois,  the  Mahomets  and  the 
Tartuffes.  What  would  they  not  have  done,  had  they  writ- 
ten for  liberty  ?  Venture,  then,  to  tread  iu  their  ftcps  \  repro- 
duce on  your  ftages  republican  traits  and  the  heroical  virtues, 
which  it  is  no  ^mger  neceffary  to  feek  in  the  annaL  of  hiftory. 
Defcribe  the  lolly,  and  unmafk  the  knavery,  of  our  new 
apoltles,  of  our  modern  converts,  of  the  perfidious  flandercrs  of 
our  liberty,  and  of  our  falfe  friends.  The  public  morals  may, 
in  your  hiKJds,  become  a  magiftracy  :  employ  them  for  the  ge- 
neral good  of  the  ilate  \  and  let  your  talents  concur  in  propa- 
gating the  "republican  fpirit  in  France  ** 

Recall,  more  efpecially,  recall  to  our  national  feflivals,  thofe 
who  are  urged  to  keep  away  from  them.  Thofe  who  dreaded 
their  influence,  turned  them  into  derilion  ;  but  it  is  a  fa6t,  that 
the  people  were  never  prcfent  at  them  without  apleafing  cmotiofl. 
It  is  not  the  expenfe  of  them  which  conllitutes  their  merit ;  bril- 
liant by  xhc  eclat  which  the  love  of  the  country  fupplie*:  at  a  fmall 
cxpenfe,  thefe  feflivals  ought  to  affemble  all  its  fmcere  friends  ; 
and  it  is  impoflible  that  fo  affedling  a  fpev^cle  (hould  not  infpire 
every  heart  with  that  republican  fpirit  which  the  confj  irators  may 
for  a  moment  have  repreffed,  but  which  they  have  noi  deftroyed. 
Repeat  to  all  the  French,  that  the  events  of  the  i8th  Frudidor 
have  reflored  to  them  the  republic  ;  that  they  ought,  in  their  turn, 
to  reftore  to  it  the  republicans  ,  that  they  Ihould  pqne  themfelves 
at  being  fo,  both  in  their  private  apd  public  life,  as  well  in  thq 
midfl  of  their  families  as  in  the  relations  of  fuciety.  It  is  by  mo- 
deration, by  wifdom,  and  by  found  ideas  of  liberty,  equality,' 
and  philof  >phy,  that  the  triumph  of  true  principles  may  be  eJta- 
bliihed.  The  firfl  authorities  have  furnilhed  them  a  high  ex- 
ample of  what  isinfpiredby  courage,  by  the  love  of  the  country, 
ancl  by  a  zeaj  for  the  public  good.  Let  each  citizen  imitate  this 
example !  The  F  rench  name  will  be  the  pride  and  glory  of  the 
nation  ;  and  its  power,  cemented  by  the  union  of  the  wills  of  all, 
will  at  length  fnatch  the  lail  hope  from  thofe  obllinate  enemies, 
who,  having  found  it  to  be  invincible  without,  reckoned  entirely, 
in  their  aim  at  fubjugating  it,  on  the  dillurbances  within.  You 
will  perceive,  citizens,  that  the  confpirators  promifed  them  that 
the  country,  torn  in  pieces  by  its  own  hands,  could  no  longar  re- 
fift  them,  nor  prcferve  from  their  touch  its  fcattered  fragments. 
This  was  the  greatefl  of  their  crimes':  in  fpcaking  to  you  of  peace, 
they  invited  war ;  but  the  monflers  are  removed, 

5  Wc 


(  "  ) 

We  will  now  think  of  nothing  but  returning  thanks  to  the  ge- 
B'.us  6f  the  republic  ;  and  we  will  lighten  up  the  facred  fire,  th^ 
ho'^y  love  of  the  country,  the  national  fpirit,  which  they  have  en- 
deavoured to  extinguifh.  ThI?  is  iTne  lall  wifli  which  the  rpiniftcr 
addrcff^s  to  you  ;  it  is  the  fame  fentiment  which  is  about  to  regu- 
late in  him  the  condudl  of  the  director.  ^ 

Health  and  fraternity ! 

[gnedj         FRAN9ors  de  Neufchateau, 

Minilter  of  the  Interior. 


(S/i 
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Ulfcr  addr^ed^  in  the  Name  of  the  Helvetic  Body^  to  the  Minifter 
J  or  Fa  reign  Affairs  of  the  CifaJpi?ie  Republic* 

'     Citizen, 

T^HE  difpatch,  dated  the  i8th  of  July  laft,  which  you  ad- 
drelfed  to  the  diet  alfembled  at  Frankenfeld,  reached  it  about 
the  end  of  that  month  This  is  the  only  reafon  why  your  obliging 
letter  has  not  been  fooner  anfwered,  and  that  thanks  have  not 
been  returned  tor  the  official  noiification<5  of  the  e(labli(hment  of 
thcCifatpinc  republic,  and  the  organization  of  its  government. 

It  was  highly  agreeable  to  us  to  receive,  through  you,  af- 
forances  of  the  aa.iable  difpofition  which  the  Cifalpine  republic  is 
pleafed  to  manittU  towards  our  confederation.  We  have  always 
endeavoured  to  preferve  the  greateft  harmony  with  the  Aates 
ivhich  furround  iis.  It  will  therefore  afford  us  the  greateft  fa- 
tisfadion  to  enter  into  a  friondly  correfpondence  with  that  re* 
public,  and  to  promote  the  advantage  of  both  ftates,  by  purfuing 
the  fame  line  of  condu6t  which  we  have  hitherto  invariably 
held.  ^ 

Wc  entreat  you  to  afTure  the  Executive  Direftory  of  the  fincc- 
rity  of  thefe  fentiments,  of  our  zeal  to  prove  that  fmcerity  upon 
all  occaiions,  and  of  our  ardent  wilhes  for  the  profpcrity  of  the 
Cifalpihe  republic.  We  hope  alfo,  on  your  own  part,  that  you 
ifTiU  remain  convinced  of  the  particular  confideration  we  entertain 
for  jou,  and  with  which  we  are,  &c.  &c* 

(Signed)  LuGO, 

Landman  of  the  Thirteen  Cantons. 

Pone  in  the  name,  and  fealed  with  the  ftate  feal  of  the  confe- 
deration, at  Zurich,  September  13,   1797. 


Pajldral 
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fafiaftd  Letter  frtifH  the  Archiijhop  of  Mechlin^  in  the  CommiJJsonef 
^the  Exricative  Direff\Hrywith  the  Adminijiration  of  the  Canton. 

Citizen  CommiflioDer, 

n^HE  Catholic,  Apoftolic,,  and  Roman  religioi^,  which  I  prcr* 
-*  fefs  from  my  heart,  and  of  which  I  am  one  of  the  principal 
^ilora>  poTitively  prohibits  ra^  from  taking  an  oath  of  hatred^ 
whetheff  k  relates  \o  the  perfoa  of  a  king,  or  to  royally  itfelf.  In 
the  firft  inftance,  we  ought  to  love  our  neighbour,  even  though 
frefuffer  injuries; — in  the  fecond,  royalty  being  good  in  itfelf, 
aD4l  of  divine  indiituion,  it  cannot  be  an  obje^l  of  hatred ;  which 
fcatrcd  is  not  permitted  to  one  or  the  other,  without  renouncing 
the  principles  of  Chriflianity  ;  much  lefs  to  call  God  to  be  the 
whnels  to  an  action,  the  perpetration  of  which  is  forbidden  under 
pain  o^- eternal  punifhment.  The  impoflibility  in  wl:ich  we  now 
indourfelvcs  of  fuiftUing  what  is  required  of  us,  ihould  by  no 
neans  r^oiier  our  fidelity  fufpcdted  ;  for  I  flatter  myfeif  that  yett 
kafe  fufficient  grounds  for  intorming  the  governroenf,  that  nei- 
fbcr  myfeif  nor  any  of  my  ckrgy  would  make  any  fcruple  iagainft 
promiilng  to  the  republic,  and  if  necelTary,  under  an  oath,,  nevet  * 
t^ co>operat(s,  either, diredtly  or  indirectly,  in  the  re-edabUihrnent 
•C  monarehy  in  France  ;  and  that  the  faid  government  may  be' 
p«ftfe^y  allured  that  they  (hall  never  havecaufe  topunifli  any  in- 
iaftions  in  the  priefts,  for  a<SVing  in  oppoGtion  to  their  views» 
except  when  the  la^ws  of  the  conltitution  ihall  be  irreconcilable 
with  the  laws  of  God  and  the  prccerrts  of  the  gofpel.  For  what 
scmaif)^,  we  have  given,  and  ihall  continue  to  give,  evident 
proofs  of  our  fubmiiFionto  the  powers  to  which  Divine  Pron^idenca 
fcs».#fjbjectc(l  us;  and  the  Belgian  clergy  have  hitherto  certainly 
CDsduttted  themfelves  in  fuch  a  manner,  in  the  patient  fufferance  of  ' 
fii«  lofs  of  all  their  ciFcfls,  that  it  is  fcarcely  polBble  to  find  any 
fidgje^  of  complaint  againfl  them. 

Health  and  fraternity. 

(L. S.j        JiiAN  Henri  FRANKSNBtrROj 

Archbilhop  of  Mechlin. 


Fro  da  mat  ton  of  the  Executive  DireSIory  to  the  French  Peopky  That 
the  trench  Armies  he  compicte  and  ready  to  march  on  the  15/i 
yendettiiaire  next.  Get,  6. 

Citizens,  Fourth  complementary  Day^  ^th  Year. 

THE  i8ih  FrutTidor  has  reduced  to  filcnce  the  orators  of  Lon- 
don, who  held  their  fittings  in  Paris. 
Since  that  men)orable  day,  the  Engliflx  ambaflador,  urged  to 
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explain  himft'lf  in  a  poTitive  manner  as  to  ihc  RA  o}>je<!l  of  his 
niiiiion,  has  returned  to  England. 

On  her  lide,  Aullria  fuflTcrw  herfclf  to  be  governed  by  the  ca- 
binet of  St.  James's,  which  is  inccfl'antly  bartering  for  thv  'ilvidoA 
of  Etirope,  and  the  commotions  of  the  continent.  The  £i  peror 
hixnfcha£ls  in  contradiflion  to  the  wiOics  of  his  (lates,  and  thole 
of  his  heart :  he  refills  the  need  his  people  have  of  peace,  and  gives 
hinifelf  up  exciufively  to  preparations  lor  war. 

HU  ara.aments  warn  us  of  what  we  have  to  do  for  ourlrlves.- 
It  it  be  intended  to  take  advantage  of  that  generous  confideace 
which  led  us  to  fubfcribe  to  the  preliminary  articles  of  Leoben — 
if,  with  peace  ever  in  their  mouths,  our  enemies  breatlie  i>othing 
but  vi'ar — the  French  nation,  which  fpeaksof  war  only  becaufeil 
withes  for  peace,  mud  prepare  itfclf  to  prefcrve  its  dignity  ;  ^ml 
the  valour  of  its  armies  mufl  rcfume  its  advantages. 

It,  above  all  things,  behoves  us  fully  to  Convince  the  eneiny« 
that  chcre  now  no  longer  remains  in  France  but  one  fiogle  party, 
one  fcntiment,  one  interell — that  of  the  fovereign  people,  wto 
arc  fenfible  of  their  grandeur,  and  will  preferve  their  iiberties. 
The  Executive  Diredlory  confults  only  thefe  motives. 
The  conftitutioual  law  authorizes  it  to  provide  for  ihe  fafety  ^ 
the  flaie.  It  feels  a  fatisfadion  in  making  you  judges  of  the  rea« 
fons  which  determine  it  to  make  U:C  of  that  facred  right. 

Your  enemy,  who  could  not  rcfift  your  courage,  thought  f# 
vanquilh  you  by  craft.  He  deceived  you  by  the  parade  of  his  hd- 
gdtiatioiis.  Had  he  finccrely  willud  for  what  he  appeared  to 
fcLk,  peace  would  have  been  concluded.  The  Executive  Direc« 
lory  liAii  been  eager  to  Uop  the  career  of  the  French  armies.  It 
vi-jklcJ  finccrely  to  the  hope  of  conciliation  which  was  made  to 
^'r:er  before  its  eves  :  and  it  exuhcd  in  idea  at  the  means  which 
It  W.1S  going  to  have  in  its  power  of  rcndcrir.:^  lib-riy  dear,  and  of 
pr^Miring  France  as  much  hnppincfs  in  peace,  as  Ihe  had  acquired 
^I  ,:\  in  war. 

IJijf,  after  having  obtained  that  interruption  to  the  courfe  of 
ttur  \icloric«,  what  was  the  iniention  r  'i'o  gain  time  ;  to  foment 
anion «;  you  iittedine  divifjons  ;  to  take  advantage  of  their  eifcclsj 
to  mjke  Frenchmen  maflacrc  one  another,  until  the  proper  tncv- 
ir.cnt  ihouli  arrive  when  they  might  fail  upon  the  wrecks,  and  di- 
vide among  ihcmfclves  the  bleeding  parts  ot  a  thus  divided  coun- 
try, ar.d  blot  out  I'rnnce  ti.>m  llie  lilt  of  natioiis  !  Rcpuhlican 
trinkncfd  could  not  fulpecl  ihi^  iiurc  of  the  politics  of  courts  ;  but 
j-'ii  have  fcLii,  citizens,  wiijiher  li'.is  plan  has  bccTj  fiithfuily 
\  W  fAtd.  Your  public  ofliccrs  compofcil  lor  the  greater  part  the 
iui.-iar)  army  which  fought  in  ll.c  n'.i'.lll  of  you  lor  your  moll 
^Ti.ci  enemies.  They  had  caliL-d  tor  honici;  of  ihofc  barbarous 
«migr.ints  eager  to  tear  the  bofom  of  their  country,  and  thofe  \\^ 
futii:  pricils,  ikilled  in  blowing  abuut  every  where  liie  murcl.  ;ot)s 
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2eal  of  hotnictctal  piety.  The  national  tribune  no  longer  re« 
founded  but  with  the  voice  of  the  deputies  of  Auftria  and  England 
calumniating  your  defenders^  infiiriing  your  generals,  bu^  in 
pal  Tying  your  government,  and  reducing  it  by  degrees  to  that  ab- 
folute  ilate  of  infigriificance  which  correfponded  fo  well  with 
their  royal  inftruftions,  and  the  wiihes  of  their  employers. 

At  length  tl.e  veil  is  torn  off:  the  pjrtifans  of  foreigners  are 
no  longer  the  organs  of  the  nati  nal  will :  the  helm  o?  the  re- 
public is  in  repub-iean  hands,  ai.d  the  people  of  France  have 
French  teprefentalives. 

Citizens,  in  tliefe  circum fiances,  what  part  ought  your  ma- 
gidrates  to  take  ?  Animated  with  the  fincere  defire  of  giving  to 
France  a  folid  and  lading  peace,  worthy  of  ilie  republic,  fuitable 
,to  its  intercfts,  and  coniilknt  with  iis  engagements,  in  what 
manner  ought  they  now  to  reprefs  the  infolcnce,  and  elu^e  the 
frauds  of  the  cabinet  of  London  ?  How  ought  they  to  ad,  to 
compel  the  cabinet  of  ^'Ienna  to  remam  no  longer  indecidve, 
and  to  deliver  Auftria  itk't  iiom  the  Engli(h  influence,  the  only 
real  obftacle  to  the  peace  of  Europe  ? 

There  is  but  one  courfe  to  betaken.  Since  your  enemies, 
while  they  feigned  to  negotiate,  preferved  themfelves  in  a  holUle 
pollure,  their  example  conjpels  you  to  rcfufr.e  your  arms,  and  at 
once  abfolves  you  from  the  blame  of  all  the  calamities  which 
mud  be,  to  their  countries,  the  inevitable  confequence  of  the 
rupture  of  the  truce. 

If  war  be  a  fcourge  which  cannot  be  fufficiently  dctefted,  but 
the  horror  of  which  falls  upon  its  authors  ;  if  hum.mity  revolt 
againft  thofe  who  fhed  blood,  who  deftroy  cities,  and  lay  wade 
provinces,  without  any  necefTity  ;  if  the  authors  of  an  iniquitous 
war  be  refponfible  for  the  death  of  the  (lain,  for  the  burning  of 
habitations,  for  the  deftruftion  of  commerce,  and  for  all  the 
diforders  and  crimes  which  men  in  arms  commit ;  if  thofe  who 
unreafonably  nourifh  th<-  hiry  of  war  *)c  ferocious  monllers,  un- 
worthy of  the  name  of  i.ien,  and  not  only  the  enemies  of  the 
countries  through  which  they  fprcad  devaflation,  but  of  all  the 
human  race :  you,  who  have  been  forced  to  combat, during  fix  years, 
for  your  independence  !  you,  whom  pcrhdious  politicians  have 
endeavoured  to  make  the  vi6lims  of  civil  war!  you  who,  con- 
quering and  triumphant,  have  re;led  your  arms,  to  propofe  and  to 
liften  to  terms  of  peace  I  you  have  not  to  fear  the  iniprecations, 
the  anathemas,  which  liature  and  jufticc  will  dircdl  againll  your 
enemies!  Compelled  to  return  to  the  fauguinary  contcft  from 
which  you  had  withdrawn,  you  can  declare  your  intention?  before 
all  the  world,  and  take  Heaven  to  wiuicfs  that  the  caufe  you  de- 
fend is  jud. 

Rtfumc  then  your  arms,   citizens,  without  ceafmg  to  defire 
peace.    Your  government  pcrfcvcrcs  in  offering  conditions  which 
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reafonable :  perhaps  the  warlike  countenance  you  are  going 
again  to^aflfume  will  be  fufficient  to  make  thefe  conditions  be  ac- 
ceded to;  hut  if  they,  be  rcfufcJ,  you  will  maintain  the  honour 
and  the  laws  of  the  republic. 

In  the  name  of  the  nation,  to  fulfil  its  will,  to  fecure  its 
rights,  to  preferve  its  glory,  the  executive  power  recaUs  to  their 
(landards  all  the  defenders  of  the  country  who  are  not  at  their 
poft5,  from  whatever  caufe  they  may  be  abfent. 

The  Executive  Dircdlory,  therefore,,  require  their  commiA 
/toners  in  the  departments  to  caufe  to  be  executed,  without  de* 
lay*  and  without  exception,  the  laws  of  the  4th  Frimaire  and  4th 
Nivofe,  of  the  4th  year,  the  decree  of  the  4th  Ventofe,  and 
other  fubfequent  decrees,  and  to  make  all  the  troops  of  every  de« 
fcription,  and  all  perfons  belonging  to  the  requifitions,  who  may 
be  found  in  their  departments,  join  the  armies  by  the  15th  Vendc- 
mbire  (Oflobcr  6). 

Frenchmen  !  it  is  neceflary  that  your  armies  be  completed  by 
that  period,  that  they  be  ready  to  march,  and  that  their  impoiing 
and  terrible  attitude  command  that  glorious  peace  which  Ihould 
have,  fix  months  ago,  been  the  fruit  of  their  triumphs. 

The  Kxecutive  Diredory  decree,  that  thb  proclamation  (hall 
be  printed,  folemnly  publifhed,  and  polled  up  in  all  the  com- 
munes of  the  republic,  under  the  direction  of  the  commiilioners 
of  the  central  and  departmental  adminidrations ;  and  that  the  mi- 
nifter  at  war  (hall  take  cwcry  meafure  for  its  prompt  and  eflbdual 
execution,  an  account  of  which  he  (hall  render  in  three  days  to 
the  Dire  dor  V. 

(Signed)         L.  M.  Reveilliere  Lepaux. 


Th  Mhuflcr  of  the   Afarine   Dtpartment  and  (Colonies  to  the  Civil 
find  Aiilitay   Ojficers^   and  to   the  Seamen  and  Alarincs  of  the 

Citizens, 

TTHE  time  is  at  length  arrived,  when  peace,  reflorcd  to  the 
continent  by  the  wifdom  of  the  Executive  Directory  and  the 
^aioiir  of  our  brave  armies,  leaves  to  the  republic  only  one 
«!cmy  to  vanqnilh.  The  folicitudc  of  the  legillative  body  and 
the  govcriimenf,  the  hopes  of  the  whole  nation,  will  centre  in 
*hc  navy,  and  the  molt  efHtacious  means  will  concur  for  the  in- 
crtafc  ot  this  moll  important  part  of  the  public  force. 

Mirin*5,  it  is  you  who  henceforward  will  have  to  fight;  it  is 
'■'  \ou  that  is  referved  the  honour  of  terminating  a  war,  which 
r.ii  fur  fo  lone  a  time  afflifled  human  nature,  to  footh  the  ambi- 
vn  afkd  l;arrcd  of  a  proud  and  perhdious  power. 

VvL.  \  II.  K  Y'U 
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You  remember  what  has  been  the  policy  of  the  English  govern* 
ment  fmce  the  commencement  pf  the  rcvoUition :  it  was  it  that 
by  artifice  and  manoeuvre  fet  on  foot  the  coalition  of  the  kings  of 
Europe  againft  a  nation  which  wiihed  to  enjoy  liberty,  and  which, 
exclufively  occupied  in  its  pwn  regeneration,  had  folemnly  de- 
clared that  it  would  not  interfere  with  the  government  of  any 
people. 

It  was  the  Englifh  government  that  fowed  in  France  the  feeds 
of  ■  trouble^  nfiiilruil,  diifcnfion  ;  which  lavidied  gold  to  divide  the 
fird  authoiitiesy  and  to  difgrace,  by  its  excefs,  our  mod  noble 
indituiions. 

.  It  is  the  Englifh  government  which,  in  defpite  of  the  rights 
of  men,  attempted  lo  ruin  our  finances  by  the  introdu6lion  of 
falfe  aifignats,  and  by  the  adulteration  of  the  coin. 

It  is  the  EngliQi  government  which,  having  got  pofleflion  of 
the  port  of  Toulon,  not  by  force,  but  by  the  bafell  treachery, 
threw  into  dungeons,  or  caufed  to  be  aiTalfinated,  your  brethren 
in  arms  faithful  to  their  country.  It  was  the  Engliih  who,  forced 
to  fly  ihamefully,  carried  flames  into  the  magazines,  the  veflels, 
and  the  habitations  of  the  citizens,  in  the  hope  of  converting 
into  an  heap  of  cinders  this  bulwark  of  the  republic  in  the  Me- 
diterranean. 

It  is;the  Englifli  government  that  lighted  up  the  torches  of  civil 
war  in  La  Vendee,  in  the  departments  of  the  Weft,  at  Lyons, 
and  in  the  South*  It  was  it  that  drew  together,  under  the  banners 
of  fanaticifm  and  ariftocracy,  credulous  men  deluded  by  traitors, 
who  had  fold  themfclves  to  that  government.  It  is  it,  that  for 
the  fpace  of  four  years  has  incelfantly  fanned  that  confuming 
fire,  little  caring  whether  it  was  profperous  or  unfuccefsful,  pro- 
vided the  blood  of  Frenchmen  flowed. 

It  is  the  Englifli  government  thai  has  vomited  upon  our  coafts 
the  refugees  who  wiflicd  to  tear  the  bofom  of  their  country,  in 
order  to  fubjcft  us  again  to  the  yoke  of  dcfpotifm.  It  is  that 
which,  by  every  kind  of  fedu<Slion,  introduced  all  the  royalifts 
who  propofed  the  counter-revolution,  and  uhofe  infamous  pro- 
je£ls  were  defeated  by  the  glorious  day  of  the  1 8th  Fruflidor 
(September  4). 

It  is  that  government,  in  fine  it  is  that  alone,  which  prolongs 
the  troubles  that  ftill  agitate  feveral  countries  of  the  world,  and 
endeavours  to  deceive  Europe  by  falfe  demonftrations,  and  an  ap- 
parent defire  of  peace.  ,^ 

Sailors,  the  moft  brilliant  career  now  opens  before  you :  foon 
will  the  army  of  England  be  alFembied  on  the  ocean :  you  go  to 
mingle  with  the  conquerors  of  Fleurus  and  Areola ;  the  hero  of 
Italy,  all  thofe  brave  men  who  have  extended  the  limits  of  the 
republic,  (hall  be  in  your  ranks,  in  your  veflels^  and  their  pre- 
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fence  alone  (hall  make  tlic  enemies  tremble,  who  (hall  not  long 
iiave  any  barrier  to  oppofc  to  ytui. 

Admin iftrators,  a  grand  talk  is  impofed  upon  you :  the 
works  muft  receive  a  new  impiilfe  ;  aftivity  is  about  to  reign 
in  the  arfcnals ;  and  the  genius  of  liberty,  which  has  created  the 
French  armies,  which  has  produced  fo  many  prpdigies,  which 
lias  triumphed  over  fo  many  obllacles,  will  prefide  over  the  re- 
fioration  of  the  navy.  Felicitate  yourfclvcs  in  your  co-operation 
in  fo  important  a  labour ;  and  let  the  love  of  the  country,  that 
energetic  fentiment  which,  under  royalty,  is  rio  more  than  a  vain 
word,  which  exifts  only  in  republics,  redouble  your  zeal  and 
your  effort?. 

All  youy  citizens,  to  whom  the  Executive  Direftory  confides 
the  deared  intcrefts  of  the  republic,  depend  upon  its  paternal 
folicitude  ;  the  end  of  your  privation  is  at  hand  ;  your  wants  and. 
thofe  of  your  families  (hall  be  provided  for,  and  you  fhall  have 
no  longer  to  ftruggle  againft  that  penury  wTiich  has  fo  long  af« 
fiided  you,  without  diminifhing  your  courage.  SccOnd  the  en- 
deavours of  the  government  ;.  remember  thci  caufe  which  you  are 
to  defend,  and  you  will  defend  it ;  be  all  united  in  the  fame 
fentiment ;  let  the  fame  wi(h  exift  in  every  heart  which  fhould  be 
pronounced  from  every  mouth,  "  Pcrijh  the  Englijh  government! 
JJ%f€  the  rtfublk  /" 


Note  prefented  from  the  Amhajjador  of  the  Ottoman  Porlej  refpeSfing 
the  Occupancy  of  Dalmatia  and  IJlria  by  the  Imperial  Troops. 

Citizen  Direftors, 

nrHE  unexpefted  occupancy  by  the  Auftrian  troops,  of  Iftria 
^  and  Dalmatia,  the  reports  circulated  that  his  Imperial  Ma- 
jefty  propofes  to  maintain  himfelf  in  the  pofleflion  of  thefe  pro* 
▼inces,  will  not  fufFer  the  Ottoman  Porte  to  remain  indifferent  as 
to  the  future  (late  of  a  country  fo  near  to  its  dominions,  and 
belonging  to  an  ancient  republic,  its  faithful  friend  and  ally.  The 
mbalTador  of  the  Ottoman  Porte  finds  himfelf  obliged  to  explain 
to  the  Direftory  his  fentiments  on  an  objedl  which  the  interefts 
of  his  court,  and  the  friendfliip  fubfifiing  between  it  and  the 
French  republic,  require  to  be  taken  into  ferious  confideration. 
The  ambalfador  is  far  from  believing,  that  the  above-mentioned 
occupancy  could  have  been  made  by  the  filent  or  explicit  confent 
of  the  general  in  chief  Buonaparte  \  and  he  is  firmly  perfuaded, 
th^t  that  illudrtous  general  mud  have  feen  with  difpleafure  a 
proceeding  fo  arbitrary,  and  io  contrary  to  the  interefts  of  the 
Oliomao  Porte^  as  well  as  to  thofe  of  the  French  nation,  in 
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whofe  name  he  command6  the  armies  of  Italy.  The  ambaflador 
Icnew  how  to  appreciate  as  highly  as  he  ought  the  loyahy  of  the 
French  nation.  He  knows  that,  conftant  to  the  principles  of 
real  friendfliip,  it  could  not  fail  to  remark  the  firmncfs  which 
the  Porte  has  (hown,  fmcc  the  firfl  moiTjents  of  the  political  ro* 
generation  of  France,  to  remain  its  faiiiiful  ally,  and  how  much 
the  influence  of  its  fovercign  on  the  powers  of  Barbary  has  con- 
tributed towards  provifioning  the  French  fouthern  provinces, 
in  circumrtanccs  the  moll  critical.  The  French  nation  is  too 
dear  to  its  heart  for  it  to  believe,  that  in  the  moment  of  negoti- 
nrion.for  peace,  and  when  it  is  abou:  lo  reftore  tranquillity  to 
Europe,  the  French  government  would  confent  that  the  above 
provinces  (hould  remain  under  the  power  of  Aufiria,  The  am- 
baffador  cannot  think  but  the  Executive  .Diredlory  will  employ 
all  means,  and  even  the  force  of  armS|  to  oblige  the  Emperor  to 
rclinquifli  them. 

The  ties  of  flrlft  amity  and  alliance  which  unite  the  Ottoman 
Porte  to  the  French  nation,  require  that  the  Diredory  Ihould 
life  all  its  efforts  to  that  efFe£l.  This  affair  is  of  fuch  importance, 
that  the  utmoft  precautions  are  neceflfary  to  prevent  the  gri«vouK 
confequences  that  might  refult  from  the  contrary.  It  is  a  com- 
mon intercft.  If  Jltria  and  Dalmatia  be  granted  to  the  Empe- 
ror, there  can  be  no  doubt  but,  become  maftcr  of  ihofc  naval 
forces  which  belonged  to  a  peaceful  republic,  he  will  rife  to  the 
Kink  of  a  maritime  power,  and  acquire  means  terrible  and  per- 
feflly  difaftfous  to  the  Ottoman  empire.  This  alliance  with 
Ruflia  and  England,  whofe  known  defigns  are  to  drive  the  SubHme 
Porte,  if  polTible,  from  the  European  provinces,  will  acquire  a 
ilrength  to  which  it  will  not  be  eafy  to  oppofe  fufficient  obfta- 
cles.  The  Black  Sea  will  be  open  to  the  Ruffian  fleets,  and  the 
Adriatic  Sea  td  thofe  of  the  Emperor.  If  he  remains  mafler  of 
Dalmatia,  to  which  will  neceflarily  be  united  the  republic  of 
Ragufa  and  Albania,  Bofnia  willbc  entirely  uncovered,  and  muft 
yield  to  the  ^rft  iliock,  becaufc  it  is  deftitute  of  fortreffcs,  and 
vrc'ild  be  furrounded  every  where,  but  on  the  eaft,  by  the  Auf- 
trian  countries.  Epirus,  Macedonia,  and  the  other  countries  as 
far  as  the  Morea,  Mould  run  the  Cime  rifle.  The  commerce  of 
the  French  Mould  be  annihilated  in  the  Levant,  fince  the  pro- 
duftions  and  mcrchandifcs  of  Hungary,  Dalmatia,  and  Gernoany, 
could  be  more  eafily  and  fpceilily  embarked  and  conveyed,  by  a 
(horter  paiij^?,  than  thofe  coming  from  the  Mediterranean* 
This  (hort  cxpofitiiin  will  no  doubt  offer  ample  materials  for  the 
reflcftions  of  the  Di»'c£lory,  and  it  will  haVe  nt>  difficulty  to  con- 
vince i'felf,  that  the  Rlory  and  interclls  of  France  require  thetti 
to  take  deci live  and  efficacious  meafurcs.  The  French  republic 
will  fliow  the  hiwc  loyalty  and  coniluncy  that  it  has  always  doqe 
towards  its  ally  the  Grand  SeigiHor.     Firm  in  its  fentiinents,  it 
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rill  not  AifFer  ilfelf  to  be  the  caufc  of  injnr}^  to  a  ftatc,  which, 
>n  all  occafions,  and  in  nK)nitrius  of  the  gycatcil  cmbarrafTmeiit^ 
new  how  to  refill  the  iiuiigucs  and  ihfinuations  of  its  enemies* 
n.c  aiBbafladpr,  fully  convinced  ihat  fuch  aire  the  fentimcnts 
ciikh  giiidc  the  Executive  Dircdtory,  cxpciSs  (hortly  to  fee  the 
appY  etrlrds  of  them  :  it  will  be  to  iiim  the  highed  fatisfadion 
o  be  able  to  traiifmit  to  the  Sublime  Porte  ail'urances  to  that 
>urpore. 


Pruiamathn  of  the  Exec  u  the  Di  reef  cry  to  the  French  PifkpU^  ^th 

Brumal  re,  6th  Tear  (2bth   October). 

Citizens, 

'T'HE  proclamation  of  the  fourth  complementary  day,  the  fifth 
year,  had  for  its  objcft  to  put  the  French  armies  in  a  condi- 
tion to  march  on  the  15th  Vendemiaire. 

The  defenders  of  the  country  have  heard  the  voice  of  the  Exe- 
cutive Dire<5lory  ;  on  all  fides  they  rejoined  their  refpeflive  ar- 
mies, and  the  minister  of  war  has  given  in  on  this  head  the 
moft  fatisfa^ory  accounts.  By  this  generous  ardour,  by  this  ca- 
pmcfs  to  maintain  liberty,  we  have  rccognifed  the  men  of 
France. 

Their  warlike  countenance  has  already  overthrown  the  obftacle 
4rhich  rhe  cabinet  of  St.  JameVs  fo  long  oppofed  to  the  conclufion 
of  peace  with  the  Emperor.  At  the  fight  of  your  attitude,  Aut- 
Iria  returned  to  her  real  intereds,  and  on  the  26th  of  la(l  Veude- 
niaire  the  treaty,  fufpendcd  for  more  than  fix  months,  was  (igned 
4t  San  Formioy  near  Udina,  between  the  general  in  chief  Buona- 
parte, plenipotentiary  of  the  French  republic,  and  four  plenipo- 
tentiaries of  the  Emperor,  King  of  Hungary  and  Bohemia.  You 
ivtil  learn  with  pleafure,  that  feveral  millions  of  men  are  reftored 
loliberty,  and  that  the  French  nation  is  the  benefa£irefs  of  the 
people. 

Yet  this  is  not  all.  To  fettle  the  peace  of  the  Empire,  a  con- 
giefs  is  to  be  aflembled.  Citizens,  every  thing  prefagcs  that  yoa 
Mil  in  a  little  while  gather  the  fruit  of  fo  many  facritices.  I'he 
|Mce  of  the  continent  will  fooh  be  fixed. upon  eternal  bafes* 

It  only  remains  for  you  to  punilh  the  perfidy  of  that  cabinet  of 
jLondon,  which  fiill  blinds  courts  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  make 
Aon  the  (laves  of  her  maritime  tyranny,  and  .which  deceives  the 
^bglilh  themfelves,  by  extorting  from  them  the  means  of  pro- 
^longing  upon  the  ocean  the  calamities  of  war,  the  effuGon  of 
Sfjwncm  blood,  the  deft rud ion  of  commerce,  ,and  all  the  horrors 
^fkA  it  trades  in  and  pays,  but  which  muft  foon  fall  alone  upon 
It  is  at. London  that  the  miferies  of  Europe. are  fabricated  : 
is  there  that  we  mud  put  an  end  to  them. 

Citizens. 
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Citizens,  under  thefe  circumftances,  you  fee  near  at  band  the 
period  of  thofe  military  efforts  which  the  government  expcdi  ftill 
from  French  valour  ;  but  \nitil  the  near  approach  of  that  t^ioment 
in  which  this  objedi  may  be  fulfilled,  take  care  not  fo  lay  down 
the  arms  which  render  you  fo  terrible  to  the  enemies  erf"  your  in- 
dependence ;  take  care  not  to  liften  to  the  perfidious  machinations 
t)f  thofe  who  would  render  the  effe<^s  of  your  triumphs  nulU 
They  will  repeat  to  you,  x]mx  peace  being  made,;  you  ought  to 
haften  to  return  to  your  homes.  Yes,  without  doubt  the  Direc- 
tory have  juft  figned  for  you  a  peace  ;  but  to  enjoy  its  bleflings 
we  muft  complete  our  work,  enfure  the  execution  of  the  treaty 
concluded  between  France  and  the  Emperor,  decide  fpeedily  thoie 
to  be  concluded  with  the  Empire,  crown  at  length  your  exploits 
By  an  invqfion  of  that  iJJand^  whither  your  anceftors  carried  flavery 
under  William  the  Conqueror,  and  bring  back  thither,  on  the 
contrary,  the  genius  of  liberty,  which  muft  land  there  at  the 
fame  time  with  the  French. 

Citizens,  be  aifured  that  the  government  defire  to  accelerate 
the  happy  moment,  in  which,  in  concert  with  the  legiflativc  body, 
they  fhail  be  able  to  reduce  the  armies  to  a  peace  eftablifhment, 
reward  the  heroes  who  compofe  them ;  and,  after  having  confe- 
crated  their  valour  by  monuments  and  fetes  worthy  of  their  tri- 
umphs, circulate  throughout  all  their  cantons  the  true  republican 
fpirity  with  which  the  armies  have  been  conftantly  animated,  by 
fending  back  to  their  homes  all  fuch  of  the  defenders  as  (hall  have 
a  right  to  return  to  thein. 

But  you  fhall  judge  of  it  yourfelves — the  hour  is  not  come — 
yet  a  few  moments  more,  and  the  French  republic,  triumphant^ 
confirmed,  and  .every  where  recogiiifed,  (hall  enjoy  the  repofe 
which  fhe  will  procure  for  the  world. 


Decree  of  the  Executive  Diretloryy   ^th  Brumarre  (2tth  O^fober)^ 

the  6th  yean 

'T^HE  Executive  Direflory  refolves  as  follows : 
•*■     I.  There  fliail  be  aflembled,  without  delay,  upon  the  coafts 
of  the  ocean,  an  army,  which  (hall  take  the  name  of  the  Army 
of  England. 

2.  Citizen  general  Buonaparte  is  appointed  general  in  chief  of 
that  army.  It  (hall  be  provifionaHy  commanded  by  citizen 
Dcfaix,  general  of  divifion,  who,  for  that  purpofe,  (hall  io^m^r 
diately  repair  to  Renncs. 

3.  The  minifter  of  war  is  charged  with  the  execution  of  the 
prcfent  arret,  which  (hall  be  inferted  in  the  Bulletin  des  Lois. 

(Signed)         Reveilliere  Lepaux,  Prefident, 

Lagarde,  Sec*  Gen. 

Subftanjct 
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Suhjiance  of  the  Speech  of  Citizen  Monge  on  prefentihg  the  Treaty 
if  Peace  between  the  Emperor  and  the  French  Republic  to  the  Di^ 
re^ory^  on  th^  lOtb  BriOnaire  (^ijl  October). 

"^T'OU  have  not  yet  arrived,  Citizens  Direflors,  at  the  conclu- 
fion  of  your   labours.     A  new   career,  perhaps   dill  more 
glorious,  Qpcns  to  your  view. 

The  liberty  of  Greece  was  unable  to  refift  the  treafures  of  the 
king  of  a  petty  nation,  fcarcely  emerged  from  her  bafencfs.  The 
means  of  corruption  pofTelfed  by  the  tyrants  of  India  are  much 
more  cxtenfive  than  thofe  of  the  King  of  Macedon.  For  a  much 
longer  period  has  the  government  of  England  fucctfsfuUy  cm- 
ployed  that  indrument  which  has  To  much  difgraced  ir ;  and  what- 
ever he  our  virtues,  it  would  be  prefurhptuous  to  believe  that  wb 
are  lefs  corruptible  than  the  citizens  of  Sparta  or  Athens.  Tht 
Englijb  government  and  the  French  rcpitblic  cannot  therefore  exijl  /#• 
leiher  ! 

You  have  fpoken,  and  already  our  terrible  brigades  begin  to 
kandiih  their  victorious  fwords,  and  Scipio  is  at  their  head. 

Did  I  poiTefs  in  my  country  that  authority  with  which  his  fig-- 
nal  patriotic  fervicesand  brilliant  virtues  inveiled  Cato  at  Rome, 
I  ihould,  notwithftanding,  fay  to  the  firft  magidrates  of  the  re- 
public— 

*•  Doftroy  a  government  which  has  corrupted  the  morals  of  thtt 
vbole  world  ;  but  prefcrve  a  people  to  whom  Europe  is  indebted 
for  a  great  part  of  its  knowledge. 

"  Do  not  opprcfs  a  people  who  have  given  Newton  to  the 
vorld — a  people  refpe£lable  for  their  perhaps  unparalleled  patri- 
otifm,  and  worthy  of  a  better  government.  Elevate  the  govern- 
ment to  the  dignity  of  the  people  :  perfed  that  liberty  which. 
th.*y  idolize,  andreftore  them  to  the  free  excrcife  of  their  natural 
virtues.  Let  the  Englilh  nation  continue  to  cxift  with  glory — 
Let  it  be  the  rival  of  the  French  nation  ;  but  let  the  emulation  of 
Ihc  two  countries  be  to  contribute  to  the  progrefs  of  knowledge, 
and  to  the  perfedlion  of  the  human  mind  ;  and  may  there  be  no 
other  rivalfliip  between  us  than  for  the  happinefs  of  the  world l^ 


^ech  of  Citizen  RevctWere  Lepaux^  Preftdent  of  the  DireSfory^  /• 

Citizens  Berthier  and  Monge. 

GLORIOUS  for  the  republic  are  thofc  days  whereon  the  cry 
of  vidory  inceflantly  refounds  in  this  hall.  Delightful  is  that 
moment  when  the  voice  of  peace  is  heard,  particularly  when  it  i$ 
fucceeded  by  confcquences  equally  beneficial  and  brilliant.  What 
a  concatenation  of  marvellous  events  have  occurred  fince  the  pc- 
|.  riod  when  reafon  Brfl  called  us  to  declare  our  independence,  until 
.4)cmu.nent  when  peace  is  about  to  fix  its  leal  to  the  revolution! 

Powerful 
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Powerful  genius  of  liberty,  it  is  thou  alone  who  Cdnft  bring  to 
li<!ht  iuch  unheard-of  events,  fuch  heroic  deeds,  and  fuch  extra« 
ordinary  heroes.     Tiuni  alone  canft  create,  as  by  enchantment, 
fo   many  philofophcrs,  orators,    Icgiflators,    (latefmcn,  warriors, 
men  of  univerfal  gcnuis,  triumphant  armies,  an  army  of  Italy,  a 
Buonuparte !-       Happy    France,    forget   pail    woes    which   no 
loni-'cr  exill,  in  onlor  to  occupy  thyftlf  with  the  fumre  profpeft 
of  happinefs  and  glory  that  awaits  thee  !  enjoy  the  fruit  of  thy 
conquers.     Thoir  mayeft  contemplate  them  with  a  legitimate 
pride.     The  cfFeft  of  ihofe  conquefls  will  not  only  be  that  of 
prcfcrving  liberty  to  all  who  arc  free,  but  will  alfo  call  vafl   re- 
gions and  numerous  populations  to  liberty  ;  and  that  liberty  will 
iKit  be  fiillicd  by  the  bloody  hand  of  faflion.     Its  birth  will  be 
affured  by  the  reign  of  the   laws,   by   wife  and  vigorous  inftitu- 
tions.     In  the  mean  time,  France,  before  thou  abandoned  thyfelf 
to  repofe,  turn   thy  attention  towards  F3r!a;land.     There  exifts 
there  certainly  a  nation  famed  for  iis  generous  difpoflti^n,  but  its 
government  is  odious.     After  ufurping  the  empire  of  the  feas,  it 
has  covered  the  globe  with  its  crimes.      In  Afia  the  thirft  of  gold 
has  rendered  its  power  more  terrible  than  death  itfelf.    In  Europe 
and  America  it  has  every  where  fprcad  venality.     It  has  diilcmi- 
liated  corruption  in  torrents,  and  it  overawes,  with  a  haughttnefs 
the  moll  inlulting,  thofe  govcrnircnts  which  it  has  corrupted  and 
degraded.     In  fine,  it  has  been  the  arlifan  of  our  civil  difcords. 
Unable  to  deftroy  our  liberty  by  the  coalition,  of  which  it  was 
the  author,  it  has  contaminated  it  by  horrible  profcrlplions.  It  has 
given  birth  to  La  Vendee.     It  is  againft  ihat  fpot,  republican  fol- 
diers,  that  your  laft  blows  are  to  be  dirct^ed.     But  on  this  happy 
day  let  us  think  only  of  the  repofe  which  France  is  about  to  give 
to  the  contin'-nt  of  Europe.     Let  us  folely  abandon  ourfelves  to 
fentimcnts  of  joy  and  gratitude,     lirjve  defenders  of  your  coun- 
try  ;  and  ye  youthful  heroes,  wh.o  burn  to  (liow  yourfelves  equally 
worthy  in   martial  detds,  p(jliiics,  and  phiU.fophy,  enjoy  with 
delight  the  gratitude  of  the  nation.     I  am  tenacious  of  lefTening 
the  number  and  greatnefs  of  your  fervices,  by  feeming  to  retrace 
them.     It  is  hiftory  to  whom  this  glorious  talk  belongs. — It  is  to 
the  graver,  the  paiiUer,  the  fculptor,  the  archiieft,  to  raifc  monu- 
ments confccratcd  to  memory.     To  poetry  it  belongs  to  celebrrite 
them  by  immortal  fongs.     In  tine,  thefc  are  the  people  to  whom 
you  have  given    liberty — the  republics  you   have  founded  ;  the 
maUerpieccb  of  art  wiih  which  you  have  ornamented  your  coun- 
try ;  the  animals,  the  ufeful  plants,  the  inventions  of  every  de- 
fcription   with  which  you  have  enriched  it ;  the  precious  collec« 
tions  o(  the  produdions  of  nature  and  art  which  furniih  abundant 
fiihjcvSls  of  mediution  to  our  philofophcrs,  and  frclh  models  to 
our  artifls  ;  ihcfe  are,  in  a  word,  all  the  fruits  of  yoUr  viclories, 
vhicii   will  iranfmit  to  poflciiiy  the  rcmcnd>r;mce  of  what  you. 
1  have 
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have  been»  and  ivhat  you  have  done*  You,  General  BeriilleFf 
Mild  you.  Citizen  Monge,  will  receive  in  particular  the  tefti- 
monies  of  efteem  which  are  due  to  you.  I  felicitate  myfclf  in^ 
finitely  upon  being  the  organ  of  them.  The  choice  which  the 
hero  of  Italy  has  made  of  the  two  perfon$  charged  to  announce 
peace  to  us>  is  a  trait  charaderiHic  of  him.  The  one  is  in  fa6i 
one  of  thofe  generals  who,  by  their  talents,  their  adivity,  and 
their  couragCi  have  allied  themfelves  to  all  his  triumphs ;  the 
other  is  a  member  of  that  Icarued  committee  which,  in  the  eyes 
of  all  ItaJyy  ciadc  the  French  republic  rr Fpefled  by  the  virtues 
of  thofe  who  compofe  it,  and  their  ardent  and  animated  love  of 
liberty,  as  well  as  by  the  vaft  extent  of  their  knowledge  and  the 
furity  of  rheir  ^afte.  Happy  alliance  of  (Irength  and  wifdom, 
Riayft  thou,  for  tne  happincfs  of  France,  never  be  dcftroyed !  It  is; 
ihou  w  ho  alTurefi  to  nations  the  two  mod  defirable  benefits — liberty 
and  peace*  Receive,  citizens,  in  the  name  of  all  thofe  who  havel 
ably  ferved  the  republic,  no  matter  in  what  capacity,  our  fra* 
tcrnal  embraces;  they  are  the  atRired  prefages  of  that  uniooi 
which  fliMiId  ever  reign  among  all  Frenchmen.  Fivelapaix! 
fivi  la  TifuUique  ! 


Mfp9ri  hj  R^ee^  Deputy  from  the  Dieparirneni  of  the  Upper  Rh'tnCj^ 
tn  the  Treaty  cf  Peace  between  the  Emperor  of  Germany  and  thi 
French  Republic. 

Citizens  Reprefentatives, 

CIX   years  have  paffed  away,  during  which  the  moft  undaunted 
mir.ds  could  not  avoid  feeling  fomc  anxiety  at  feeing  all  Eu- 
rope nfc  in  a  mafs  againft  France*,  while  (lie  was  dillradled  by 
p</'.fcrful  parties,  and  more  terribly  af^iiarcd  than  the  waves  that 
daih  aLiatnii  her  coaft.     For  fix  years  Fiance  was  armed,  without 
ajxtif3ric5,  and  without  a  government  ;  hut  flic  llill  poirclllrd  a 
f*i»:;c  foil,   the  courage   of  the  men   who  inhabit  it,    and  that 
trrj^ive  (genius  which   alone  knew  how  to  call  tonh,  even  in  a 
,\;a'z  o(  tinanciai  diftrcfs,    thofe  means  and  that   cr.criv   which 
"Wfc  rrc  c»pat)!c  of  refilling  the  league  of  kings.     Our  en'jmics  bc- 
i  Cicd  That  liberty  would  annihilate  our  lefourccs,  and  it  inorcafcd 
them   a   hiiii'.lred  fol*i.     The  republic,  ;;11  in  arms,  ruihed  for|h 
;n''j  I  he   invadod   plains  of  Champagne  ;   while   the    monarchy, 
.  r'n-'^yci  by  the  project  of  the  enemy,  would  i»avc  ;ibjccUy  in- 
.    Iced  the  clemency  of  the  conqueror.     Political  order  has  fuc- 
rrcd'-J   to  tiic   revolution   which   our   antitnt   infiituiions  expc- 
r>rccd.     A  new  world  prcfents  itlcH,  and  is  expoltd  to  the  \icw 
«  :  r,*^r  contemporaries:  aftoniihed  to  b'Jiolvl-iiN  now  the  arbiters 
r.f  t\'c  univcrfe,  and  the   regulators  of  tb.e  deltinies  ai  Kuropc, 
li-r  efforts  of  thought  lollcAv  Uowly  tlic  events  of  our  revjlution. 
Vol.  VII.  F  vhilp 
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vhlle  admiration  of  the  prodigies  perfortped  by  our  heroes  «ex cited, 
in  all  enljghtened  minds,  only  one  wifh,  that  of  being  free  ana 
republican.  The  bold  inhabitants  pf  the  mountains  of  Switzcr<» 
land,  the  induftriops  Batavians,  and  the  obiUnate  Americans, 
broke  the  yokes  which  were  impofed  upon  them.  More  for- 
tunate, we  have  fpread  the  bleflTings  of  independence  over  thq 
nations  which  furround  us.  After  fix  years  of  war,  which 
ieemed  to  prefage  that  glorious  fall  >jhich  a  people  prepare  for 
themfelves  who  prefer  difperfion  and  death  to  (hame  and  fervi- 
tude,  we  have  not  bargained  with  our  enemies,  \>'e  have  not 
treated  for  our  difputed  independence,  nor  facrificcd  our  dignity 
to  our  prefervation ;  but,  in  extending  the  bounds  of  our  terri- 
tory, and  enlarging  the  limits  of  a  nation  which  we  have  created, 
ivc  difplay  in  our  treaties  the  generofity  of  a  powerful  and  mag- 
inanimous  ally,  and  the  pretenfions  of  a  (late  which  poiTefles 
acknowledged  and  venerated  rights.  The  French  republic  docs 
not,  in  her  negotiations,  aifume  the  tone  or  the  attitude  of  z 
flate  which  has  juft  appeared  on  the  theatre  of  the  world ;  it  ex- 
hibits at  once  the  mauirity  of  age  and  the  vigour  of  youth  ;  it 
jefembles  thofe  celeftial  bodies,  which,  though  only  difcovercd 
yefterday,  claim  an  antiquity  equal  to  the  planets,  which  man 
has,  from  time  immemorial,  been  accuftomed  to  behold  in  thq 
firmament  iet  us  commence  by  inveftigating  the  general  con- 
fequences  which  muft  refult  from  this  treaty  of  peace  wjth  the 
Emperor,  before  we  proceed  to  examine  in  detail  its  particular 
advantages.  Permit  me,  citizens  colleagues,  to  bring  to  your 
recollcflion  the  laft  remarkable  event  in  the  annals  of  the  world, 
s^nd  which  dill  has  a  fubfidiary  influence  in  regulating  the  aiFair) 
of  Europe.  You  will  have  forefeen  that  I  allude  to  the  famous 
treaty  of  Weftphalia.  Religion,  lending  its  illufions  and  its 
fanaticifm  to  the  people  of  Germany,  afforded  to  the  priefls  and 
the  princes  the  means  of  ambition.  The  multitude,  intoxicated 
by  the  filtres  which  the  church  and  the  throne  prepared  for  them, 
became  the  eafy  inftrumcnts  of  both ;  a  long  and  cruel  war, 
the  pretext  of  which  excited  the  prejudices  of  the  people,  and 
favoured  the  views  of  thofc  who  deceived  them,  extinguiftied 
itfelf  in  the  blood  pf  man,  changed  the  centre  of  political  gra- 
vity, and  the  balance  of  the  power  of  Europe.  The  interefts  of 
princes  afTumcd  a  religious  afped  ;  the  Proteftant  intereft  and 
the  Catholic  intereft  became  diplomatic  expreflions,  which  a 
change  of  territorial  limits  rendered  diftin(El  ;  and  real  humanity 
had  then  no  profpedl  of  fuccefs.  The  yoke  remained  fixed  oit 
the  bended  head  of  man.  Fanaticifm,  in  loling  its  power,  left 
tQ  its  companion  Ambition  all  the  fplendour  of  pre-eminence. 
Religion  returned  to  thcobfcurity  of  the  cloifters,  and  the  inte- 
r^fts  C/f  princes  were  difplaycd  alone  on  the  throne.  France  was 
CJ^gaged  \\\  thp  war  which  prjyCeded  this  treaty  \  flie  acquired  the 
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ftfvcrtJgnty  of  MetZi  Toul,  Verdun,  jind  the  two  AlfaceS.    Siich 
were  the  fruits  of  a  war  of  thirty  years.     If  we  compare  thefe 
indemnifications  with  thofe  we  have  already  obtained,  and  thofd 
which  are  now  offered  to  us^  and,  in  making  this  coiiiparifon^ 
eflimate  the  time  which  has  elapfed  during  the  \Var  of  freedom^ 
you  will  be  convinced,  citizens  colleagues;  that  under  the  an«* 
ciem  regimen  we  ihould  have  had  to  continue  the  war  for  two 
ages,  to  procure  what  the  campaigns  of  liberty  have  conquered 
in  (ix  years.     But  we  ought  not  to  Ibfe  fight  of  the  obje<S  which 
I  have  propofed  to  fubmit  to  your  confideration.     The  refult  of 
this  thirty  years  war  was  another  combination  of  powers,  flrug- 
giing    unceaftngly  to  obtain  an  equilibrium  which   eohtinually 
ficd  from  the  grafp  of  the  ambitious  potentates  of  Europe.    After 
the  peace  all  things  remained  in  that  fiiuation,  fo  diftrefling  for 
humanity,  in  which  they  flood  before  the  commencement  of  the 
var.     Pretenfjons  which  had  changed  into  new  hands,  and  which 
were   brought    forward    under  new  names,    were  not  the  left 
haughty.     The  Pioteflant  party,  as  well  as  the  Catholic  party^ 
was  dedrous  of  making  conqtiefls ;  bldod  was  flill  deflined  to 
flow  for  the  aggrandizement  of  fome  families;  and  if  an  accident 
altered  the  topography  of  a  flate,  the  monarch  changed  with  it 
his  denomination  and  his  party:     7*he  pea(fe  which  fucceeds  to 
tlie  exploits  of  our  armies — that  general  pacification  which  £u- 
tope  is  at  lafl  about  to  enjoy,  will  imprint  upon  its  populatioii 
two  dtftincl  and  ineffaceable  charaders : — the  republican  intere(t 
on  the  one  hand,   and  the  monarchical  intcreft  on  the  other; 
fpring  at  once  from  the  terrible  (hock  which  this  quarter  of  tha 
globe  has  experienced.     Each  has  two  objcQs — its  prefervation 
and  its  preponderance.     In  watching  anxionfly  over  the  main- 
it  nance  of  their  power,  and  the  duration  of  their  exiftence,  both 
nuil   icel  the  imminent  danger  of  neighbourhood  and  rivalry. 
The  men  whom  thefe  interefts  divide  are  linked  to  them  by  the 
fame  ftrongaffcdion  that  urges  the  individual  to  the  prefervation  of 
hi*  Lfc.      rhus,  before  either  republics  or  monarchies  can  think 
of  their  aggrandizement,  they  muft  have  nothing  to  fear  for  their 
independence.      Our   revolution    is    extended  over  both  hemi- 
fph^rcs ;  it   fubmits  cabinets  to  new  coinbinations ;  and  kings, 
wb<»  for  fome  time  mull  be  occupied  with  the  care  of  defending 
fbtir   thrones,  will  undertake  with  lefs  levity  wars;  the  termina- 
11. "»n  of  which  mufl  necelTarily  fhorten  the  period  of  their  poUti" 
ca\  exigence.     We  may  live  in  good  neighbourhood  wi  h  kingSj 
b»'t  wc  can  cxpccl  fidelity  in  our  political  connexions  only  from 
i>ation^  which  are  free.     The  peace  of  the  6th  year  mu(i,  there- 
fore,  have  a  mofl  powerful  intluence  on  the  deliiny  of  Europe; 
J!   foully  fubverts  its  ancient  policy,  and  changes  the  nature  of 
all  ill  furmer  relations.     Let  us  now  examine  what  addition  the 
utAiy  nith  ibe  Emperor-King  makes  to  our  territorial,  military, 
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s^nd  commercial  refonrccs.  In  the  firft  place',  we  unite,  hf 
pofiiiv^  agreement,  to  our  ancient  territory,  the  Audrian  Low* 
Countries,  with  all  their  dependencies.  The  extent,  the  fertility, 
a(ui  population  of  this  concellion,  are  too  well  known  to  require 
my  expatiating  on  the  importance  of  that  adJhion  of  territory, 
force,  and  commercial  pfodudtions.  Our  line  of  defence  on  the 
fide  of  the  German  empire  is  reduced  to  one  half;  and  a  triple 
ro\y  of  fortified  places,  without  mentioning  their  natural  defence, 
would  ad^l  to  our  fccurity,  if  the  courage  of  our  fcllow-citizen» 
vrere  not  fupcrior  to  the  advantages  of  art  and  of  nature*  This 
line  of  defence,  reduced,  as  1  have  jufl  faid,  to  one  half  its  for* 
xner  extent,  is  flanked  at  the  one  extremity  by  the  Swifs,  our 
conftant  and  pacific  allies  ;  and  on  the  other  by  the  Bataviaii 
republic,  which  the  intcrcit  of  its  inhabitants  attaches  to  our 
political  cxiftcnce.  We  fli^tll  acquire  citizens  whom  nature  has 
attached  to.  every  fpecics  of  induftry  by  the  attradion  of  profit, 
the  near  profpedl  of  which  would  put  the  moft  indolent  in  mo- 
tion, and  which  arc  now  become  ftill  more  attradive  by  the  fre#  ' 
navigation  of  the  Scheldt.  The  port  of  Oftend  extends  the 
fine  of  countcrvallation  that  the  perfidy  of  the  Englifli  govern- 
ment forces  us  to  trace  oppoHte  to  its  territory,  In  Italy,  the 
chain  of  iflands  which  border  the  coafts  of  Lower  Albania,  of 
thp  Livadia  and  the  Morea,  offer  to  our  navy  nurferies  of  fea- 
xpen,  and  to  our  manufadliircs  a  market  and  articles  of  ex* 
change.  Thefe  precious  colonics  protnife  to  us  the  free  naviga- 
tion of  the  Mediterranean  and  the  Adriatic  fea,  the  entrance 
to  which  we  already  poflefs.  They  aflTure  to  us  the  Levant  trade, 
and  will  a^,  in  rcfpecl  to  our  commerce  in  general,  as  an  exadfc 
iaJancc-maicT,  who  will  eflahlifli  the  equilibrium  of  competition 
that  Englifh  cupidity  has  deftroyed.  But  when  I  prefent  to  you 
the  piSure  of  our  new  acquifitions  on  thecoafls  of  that  Greece, 
to  which  the  immortal  names  of  thofe  heroes  for  whom  (he  wa» 
indebted  to  the  Genius  of  Liberty  even  at  this  day  give  luftre,  it 
is  nccelTary  that  I.fhould  (how  you  the  map  of  that  new  re- 
public which  its  fate  has  attached  to  that  of  the  French  re«- 
public,  and'  the  flatc  of  the  Emperqr's  new  pofl'ellions  on  the 
borders  of  the  Gulf  of  V^cnice.  The  Cifalpihe  republic  com* 
prel.enJs  what  was  formerly  called  Auftrian  Lombardy,  the  ter- 
ritories of  Bergamo  and  Cremona,  the  town  and  fortrcfs  of 
Mantua,  with  its  territory,  Pefchiara,  part  of  the  ci-devont  Vene- 
tian ftates,  the  territory  of  Modena,  the  principality  of  MafTa^ 
and  Carrara,  and  the  three  legations  of  Bologna,  of  Fcrrara,. 
and  Romagna,  The  line  of  demarkation  which  frparates  this 
republic  from  the  Emperor's  dominions,,  appears  to  have  been 
tract'd  in  the  front  of  the  camp  of  an  army  preparing  to  march 
againft  the  enemy.  The  frontier  of  the  Cifaipines  is  a  true 
parallel.    Ou  the  Tub  of  the  Adriatic  fea,  n^rly  thirty  leagues* 
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of  co«ft  fumiili  the  navy  of  this  new  ftate  with  fiich  nicAns  of 
defence  as  will  be  fufficient  fo^  this  ally  of  France,  againft  the 
only  enemy  by  which  it  can  be  attacked.     If  we  confider,  in  a 
geometrical  point  of  view,  the  new  pofleflions  of  the  Emperor^ 
we  might  perhaps  be  led  to  imagine,  that,  after  an  uninterrupted 
feries  of  defeats,  this  monarch  has  reafon  to  be  fatisfied ;  but, 
citizens  colleagues,  an  ^xtent  of  territory,  without  cultivation, 
without  inhabitants,  or  at  leaft  very  thinly  peopled,  and  without 
manufadures,  ought  not  to  be  put  in  comparifon  with  even  a  far 
inferior  fiirface,  where  fertility  of  foil,  population,  induftry,  and 
military  ftrength,  are  found  united.     The  acquiiition  of  popula- 
tion, in  a  moral  and  political  point  of  view,  equally  engages  our 
attention.     If  the  Emperor  be  in  polfeflion  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Irtria  and  Dalmatia  ;  if  he  can  drag  them  trembling  to  battle  ; 
the  French  republic,   more  happy,  can  oppofe  to  him  republi- 
cans who  were  formerly  his  fubjcfls.     The  geographical  pofition 
of  the  Cifalpine  republic,  and  its  invariable  interefls,  leave  it 
no  choice  as  to  its  allies  and  its  enemies.     It  appeared,  then,  ne- 
ceflary  to  give  the  Emperor  a  few  foldiers,  when  we  placed  on 
Vis  frontiers  a  brave  and  reftlefs  rival.     The  naval  eftabliflimeht 
of  the  houfe  of  Auftria  in  the  Gulf  of  Venice  ought  not  to 
alarm  the  friends  of  our  commerce;  for  if  thefc  maritime  pof- 
feSons  enable  the  court  of  Vienna  to  elevate  itfclf  to  the  rank 
of  thofc  powers  who  divide  the  empire  of  the  fcas,  it  will  foon 
become  the  enemy  of  thofe  who  revolt  all  by  the  moft  infolenc 
STibiiion.     But  ought  we  to  dread  her  as  a  rival  ?   F'afts  reply  to 
t^iC  quL-llion.     England,  producing  lefs  raw  materials,  with  an 
■"'fcrior  number  of  hands,  paying  higlier  wages  than  workmen 
ffccife  in   France,  has  acquired  a  fupcrioriiy  over  us  which  li- 
i>:ny  alone  can  dcftroy.      If  England,  with   all   her  difadvan- 
'2gis,  furpalfcd   us  when  we  wore  the  yoke,  (hall  we  fear,  now 
^c  arc  free,  the  rivalry  of  the  Aibjcc^s  of   kings  ?  Commerce 
tannoi  Aourifh  without  liberty.     Human  induflry  always  droops 
''-icr  the  head  of  defp'jlifm.     Our  imaginary  rivals,  liill  with- 
Wii  colonics,  weighed  down  by  the  exilUnce  of  the  fifcal  govcrn- 
^.nt  of  a  maftcr,  can  never,  ihon,  enter   into  a  Itrugglc   wirh 
»J^.    Pcrftdly  at  cafe  with  rcfp..  ft  to  any  injury  to  be  received 
^;thc  pro^rcfs  of  Auflrian  inJultry,  aud  tlie  r.ipid  and  menacing 
ircaiion  ot  a  milirary  marine,  we  conceive  that  the  compcnfa- 
t■''^^  accorded   to   the    Emperor  and  Km;;  cnriHot  in  any  de^ri-e 
if:ct,  I    uill  not    fay  thft   tranquillity  ot  the    French    republic 
arrj  its  alli-s,  but  the  jjnti)kiin<j;  of  th  ^Ic  refourccs  of  that  force, 
jn  i  nt  that  indullry,  to  which   the  (Jinius  of  Liberty  will  givL* 
bir*n,  Citir.cns colleagues,  we  have  prcfcntcd  to  you  the  principal 
p:jvi:iorts  of  the  treaty  which  is  fubinitted  to  vour  approbation. 
\'i\j  uill  br  of  opinion,  no  doubt,  with  your  committee,  that  inile- 
ficdcr.tly  of  the  circurallanccs  and  of  the  wilhcs  of  our  ctrnfli- 
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tueh^y  the  republic  ought  to  be  fatisfied.     Intereft,  dignity,  cha^ 
»ra6^cr,  all  are  folemnly  confecrated  in  this  treaty — immenfe  pof- 
feHions  joined  to  our  territories— conquefts  over  which  humanity 
rejoices.     The  magnanimity   which   chara£terizes   the    French 
people  (hows  itfelf  in  the  limits  which  have  been  marked  otit  foi^ 
the  Cifalpine  republic,  in  the  declaration  required  from  the  Em- 
peror that  he  acknowledges  the  Batavian  republic,  and  in  the 
compenfations  which  it  was  determined  he  (houtd  make  to  the 
Duke  of  Modena.     We  fhall  not  proceed  to  the  particular  exa-. 
mination  of  each  article,  becaufe,  in  dating  to  you  the  principal 
objeds  of  the  treaty,  we  have  combined  a^d  analyfed  thofc  parts 
which  are  intimately  connefted,  and  which  cannot  be  feparately 
difcuflfed.     With  refpe£l  to  fuch  articles  as  are  detached  from  the 
whole,  we  conceived  that  we  ought  likewife  to  avoid  the  fatigue 
of  giving  them  in  detail.    'Thofe,  indeed,  wfiich  are  really  fepa- 
rate,  arc,  for  the  rtioA  part,  mere  forms  of  ceremony,    which 
you  may  have  remarked  in  the  preceding  treaties  fubmitted  to 
your  approbation,  and  which  the  cabinets  of  Europe  hold  in  ve- 
neration.    In  refped:  to  thofe  articles   which  may  appear  infu- 
lated  in  the  treaty,  though  connefled  with  the  fecret  conditions,' 
as  we  are  ignorant  of  their  precife  relation  to  thofe  conditions/ 
we  thought  it  would  be  wholly  ufelefs  to  enter  into  long  and  diffi- 
cult fpeculations  which  might  probably  lead  us  aftray,  and  which, 
at  bed,  could  furnifti    us   with   only  hypothetical  conjedures. 
The  Direflofy  have  already  given  too  many  proofs  of  their  foH- 
citude  for  every  thing  that  can  be  dear  to  us  as  reprefentatives  and 
as  citizens,  to  withhold  from  them  that  confidence  w{iich  the  fuc- 
cefs  of  their  negotiations  requires  they  fhould  enjoy.     The  Di- 
redory,  fo  fcandaloufly  accufed  of  being  averfe  to  peace,  have 
now  (hown  to  France  and  the  whole  world  whether  they,  or  their 
calumniators,  have  prolonged  the  horrors  of  war.     We  will  con- 
fefs,  citizens  colleagues,  that,  on  the  firft  view,  one  ^f  the  arti- 
cles of  the  treaty  had  alarmed  your  committee.     It  is  Article  IX.- 
by  which  it  is  (lipulated,  that  the  fequeftraiion  put  upon  the  cf- 
fc£ls  of  the  inhabitants  and  proprietors  of  the  cecfeu  countries, 
on  account  of  the  war  which  is  now  about  to  terminate,  will  be 
entirely  taken  cfF.     But,  after  maturely  weighing  and  deliberating 
upon  thefc  difpofitions,  which  are  common  to  all  the  treaties  of 
peace  which  you  have  approved,  your  committee  are  convinced 
that  they  can  have  no  relation  to  the  emigrants.     In  reality,  an 
emigrant  being  civilly  dead,  and  his  effefts  being  not  merely  fe- 
quedrated,  but  by  the  fole  a£l  of  his  emigration  confifcated  and 
efcheated  to  the  republic,  he  cannot  be  included  in  the  number 
cither  of  inhabitants  or  proprietors.     Befidcs,  that  article  men- 
tions only  the  individuals  whofe  eifciSs  have  been  fequedrated  on 
account  of  the  war.     This  reafon,  which  muft  hate  principally 
applied  only  to  foreigners  poflcffcd  of  property  in  the  ceded  terri- 
tories. 
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tones,  IS  not  the  fame  with  that  which  influenced  the  confifcatioa 
of  the  cffefls  of  the  emigrants.     Thus,  under  any  ppint  of  view, 
the  benefit  of  thisdifpofition  cannot  be  applied  to  thofe  parrici^jes, 
•with    rcfpeS  to  whom  France. has  converted  into  an  irrevocable 
profcription  that  temporary  banilhmcnt  to  which  they  were  cow- 
ardly and  traitoroufly  devoted.     This  article  muft  be  confidered  as 
the  Icfs  liable  to  the  interpretation  which  for  a  moment  gave  fomc 
uneafinefs  to  your  committee,  that  no  pofitlvc  exprcHion  in  it 
chfhes  in  the»fmalleft  degree  with  the  letter  of  the  conftiiution. 
This  difpofition,  therefore,   muft  be  confidered  folely  as  an  am- 
i\efty  granted  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  conquered  countries,  for 
their  errors  of  opinion;  it  has  not,  and  cannot  have,  any  other 
pbjed.     What  ftill  further  juftifies  the  opinion  of  your  commit- 
tee, is  the   19th  Article,  which  is  more  amply  explained.     It  is 
there  faid,  that  the  unalienated  property,  moveable  and  immove* 
able,  of  their  royal  highnefles  the  Archduke  Charles  and   the 
Archduchefs  Chriftiana,  in  the  countries  ceded  to  the  French  re- 
{niblic;  that  the  property  of  the  Archduke  Ferdinand,  contained 
in  the    territory  of  the  Cifalpine  republic,  will   be   reftored  to 
tbefe  princes,  under  the  condition  of  felling  them  within  three 
years.     There  cannot,  therefore,  remain  the  fmalleft  doubt  in 
legard  to  the  real  meaning  of  thefe  ftipulations.     This  explana- 
tion will,  doubtlefs,  be  fufficient  to  remove  every  objedlion  to  a 
treaty  which  is  on  the  whole  advantageous  and  honourable  to  the 
French  people.     Now,  not  only  does  Europe  no  longer  co|ite(t 
its  own  fovereignty,  but  it  alfo  recognifcs  that  of  the  people  to 
whom  the   French  nation   has  imparted  that  boon.     '1  hus  the 
French   people  have,  at  once,  aflerted    their   own   liberty,   and 
created  that  of  others.     Citizens  colleagues,  the  number  of  our 
enemies,  formerly  fo  confiderable,  is  now  reduced  to  two — Por- 
lusal   and  England.     The  firft,  in  refufing  to  ratify  the  treaty 
which  we  had  granted  it,  has  rather  yielded  to  the  dread  of  mili- 
tary execution   jhreaiened  by  England,  than  to  any  fentiment  of 
perfpnal  hatred,  or  that  of  vain  refiftance.     The  Queen  of  Por- 
tugal well  knows  that  it  is  beyond  her  power  to  alter  the  deftinies 
Off  the  French  republic,  or  to  retard  their  courfe.     In  refpedl  to 
England,  we  know  which  of  the  two,  France  or  England,  has 
inoTt  reafon  to  dread  the  continuation  of  hoOilities.     That  op- 
prcflfivc  miniftry  who  retain  her  people  in  the  chains  of  infup- 
portaSle  fervitude,  and  in  the  horrors  of  a   diflrcfs  which  is  the 
forerunner  of  bankruptcy,  fhall  foon  fee  the  free  colours  of  the 
French  nation  floating   on  her   Downs.     Buonaparte,  who  has 
brilliantly  fupportcd  in  Italy  the  characters  of  general  and  nego- 
tiator, is  expefled  by  the  army  of  England.     At  that  name,  re- 
Erefentatives  of  the   people !    your  hearts   have  often  expanded 
nth  hope,  and  as  often  beat  with  gratitude.     I  do  not  imagine 
^at  the  cabinet  of  St.  James's  will  expofe  itfelf  to  the  invaflon 
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"whtch  menaces  its  territ^^ry.  The  valour  of  our  foldteri^  the  tm^ 
lents  9f  our  generalsi  and  the  great  number  of  the  difcontent^^ 
iv^hc^  would  lay  open  to  us  the  road  to  London,  will  bring  back 
the  firitifli  minifter  to  a  fydem  more  adapted  to  the  nature  of  ex^ 
jAing  circumftances.  But  whatever  be  the  epoch  of  a  general 
fpeace,  let  us  haden  to  prove,  by  the  ratification  of  the  treaty 
with  the  Emperor,  that  we  lay  down  with  pleafure  tjiofe  armt 
which  we  were  compelled  to  take  up. 


Spfech  q/  the  Minlfter  of  Marine  i§  Mr.  Swinburne^  the  C^mmijfarf 
for  EngUJh  Prijoners  at  Paris,  on  his  Audience  of  Leave. 

Sir, 

T  AM  as  fenfiWy  afFeded  as  my  colleagues,  at  not  being  ai>let%l 
"*•  terminate  wiih  you  an  operation  that  you  have  fo  well  beg^nj, 
and  which  has  acquired  for  j-you  claims  to  the  efteem  of  the  tmd 
friends  of  humanity.  You  Lave  proved  by  your  condudt  and 
your  proceedings,  that  the  war  which  divides  twanaUons,  made 
io  efteem  each  other,  cannot  dimtnifh  in  your  mind  the  neceflhy 
of  cherifhing  men,  and  of  aflifting  the  unhappy, ,  Accept  mjr 
thanks  :  I  entreat  you  yo  accept  them,  both  as  citizen  and  as  mi? 
nifter.  I  firurerely  hope,  that  upon  your  return  to  Londof^  yoq 
will  triumph  over  your  enemies,  and  that  your  government  will 
give  you  their  confidence.  It  is  for  the  caufe  of  humasity  fh«t  I 
form  this  wifh.  Sir,  ypu  carry  with  you  our  regret:  and  if  the 
efteem  of  men,  whofe  principles  you  have  beeri  able  to  appre* 
ciate,  can  be  any  indemnity  to  you,  you  nis^y  rely  tipc^p  mine 
and  that  of  my  colleagues,  whofe  organ  I  am  |>leafed  wkh 
being. 


Frederi\\  iVUliam  the  Thirds  by  the  Grace  of  Gody  King  $f  PmJ/la^ 
Margrave  of  Brandcnburghy  Antichambcrlainy  and  Prince  Ebc^ 
tor  of  the  Holy  Roman  Emfire,  Wr,  to  the  French  RefuUic^  aUd 
in  her  f^ame  to  the  Citizens  who  comfofe  tie  Executive  Z>f/rc- 
tory. 

Great  and  dear  Friends, 

pROVipENCE  having  difpofed  of  the  days  cf  the  Kiag, 
■'■  my  father,  who  departed  this  life  the  ii6th  of  this  month^ 
and  having  called  me  to  the  throne  of  my  anceftors,  ^  baften'  tQ 
announce  to  you  this  double  event;  perfuaded  that  you  will  take 
part  in  the  lofs  I  have  fuftained,  and  that  you  will  intefeA  your- 
felves  in  my  advancement  to  the  rule  over  the  Pi^flian  ftaies^ 
I  fliall  take  the  greateft  care  to  cultivate  and  cement  the  hamlony 
which  I  fiadfo  happily  eftabliflied  between  the  two  Aatioos;  an4' 
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wyotk  this  I  pray  God  to  keep  you,  great  and  dear  friends,  in  hii 
holy  care. 

Your  good  friend, 

Frederick  William. 
Berlin,   i*jth  Nov.   I'jg'J*  "- 


George  R. 

AdditioKal  Injl rations  to  the  Commanders  of  all  ou)^  Ships  of  JVar 
and  Privateers  that  have  or  may  have  Letters  of  Afar  que  againfl 
Francey  Spain^  or  the  Suffjcdls  of  the  United  Provinces^  inhabit^ 
ing  within  any  of  their  Countries^  Territories^  and  Dominions* 
Given  at  our  Court  at  St.  fames' s,  the  20th  Day  of  Novembef 
1797,   in  the  thirty-eighth  Tear  of  our  Reign. 

IjyHERtAS  we  have   thought  it  expedient    that  permiflion 
fhould  be  given  to  vcflcls  belonging  to  the  fubjc6ls  of  his 
Catholic   Majefty,  having  not  tnore  than  oi)c  deck,  to  trade  be- 
twqen  the  free  ports  eftabliflied  in  the  ifland  of  Jamaica,  and  alfo 
in  the  Bahama  iflands,  and  the  Spaniih  colonies  in  America,  ac* 
cording  to  the  regulations  of  the  fcveral  ads  for  eftablifhing  fre^ 
ports  in  our  Weft  India  illands,  notwithftanding  the  prefent  hof- 
tilities  5    And  whereas  we  have  thought  it  expedient,  that  not- 
withAanding   the  faid  hofliliiies,   permiflion  Ihould  likewifc  be 
given  to  any  Briti(h  vcflTels  navigated  according  to  the  laws  now  in 
force,  to  trade  between  the  faid  free  ports  in  the  ifland  of  Ja- 
maica and  in  the  faid  Bahama  iflands,  and  the  Spanifli  colonics  in 
America,    provided   fuch   Britifli   and   Spanifli    vcflels   as  fliall 
trade  between  the  faid  free  ports  in  the  illand  of  Jamaica  and  the 
faid  Spanifh  colonies,  ftiall  have  a^Iicence  from  the  governor  or 
commander  in  chief  of  our  ifland   of  Jamaica ;   and  that  fnch 
Britilb  and  Spanifli  veffels  as  fliall  trade  between  the  free  ports 
in  the  Bahama  iflands  and  the  faid  Spaniih  colonies,  fliall  have  a 
licence  from  the  governor  or  commander  in  chief  of  the  Bahama 
fdaixis;  and  provided  fuch  Britifli  and  Spaniih   vetfels  fliall  im- 
port into  the  free  ports  of  Jamaica  and  the  Bahama  iflands,  fuch 
goods  only  as  are  hereafter  enumerated,  viz.  wool,  cotton  wool, 
indigo, "cochineal,  drugs  of  all  forts,  cocoa,  tobacco,  logwood, 
fuftick,    and  all  forts  of  wood   for  dyer's  nfe;  hides,  flcins,  and 
tallow,  beaver  and  all  forts  of  furs,  tortoife-ftieils,  hard   wood, 
or  mill  limber ;  mahogany  and  all  other  woods  for  cabinet  ware  ; 
boffes,  aflKs,  mules,  and  cattle,  being  the  growth  and  produc- 
tion of  any  of  the  colonics  or  plantations  in  America  belonging 
to  the  crown  of  Spain;  and  all  coin  or  bullion,  diamonds,  or 
, precious  ftones,  coming  from   thence;  an<l  provided  fuch  Britifli 
;«nd  Spanifli  veflcis  fliall  export   from  fuch  free  ports,  on!y  the 
~  d  goods  and  commodities ;  and  alfo  rum,  the  produce  of  any 
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Britifti  ifland,  and  negroes,  which  (hall  have  been  legally  im-« 
ported,  and  alfo  all  goods,  wares,  merchandifes,  and  manufac-* 
tares,  which  (hall  have  been  legally  imported,  except  mads, 
yards,  or  bowfpriis,  pitch,  tar,  turpentine,  and  all  other  naval 
or  military  (lores,  and  tobacco:  The  commanders  of  our  (hips 
of  war,  and  of  (hips  commidioned  with  letters  of  marque,  are 
hereby  required  and  enjoined  not  to  detain  or  inole(t  any  fuch  Sp«r- 
iii(h  vefTels  or  any  Briti(h  vefTels  trading  between  the  free  ports  in 
the  faid  iflands  and  the  Spanifli  colonies  in  America,  provided 
they  arc  bona  fide  employed  in  carrying  on  their  trade  conform- 
ably to  the  refpe6live  regulations  herein  above  defcribed,  and  have 
»  at  licence  for  that  purpofe  from  the  governor  or  commander  in 
chief  of  the  faid  illands  refpeflively  ;  and  in  cafe  fuch  (hip  fo 
licenfed  (hould  be  captured  and  brought  into  any  port,  through 
mifapprehcnfion  or  breach  of  our  order,  our  courts  of  admiralty 
and  vice-admiralty  are  hereby  required  to  liberate  the  farae>  as 
being  under  the  protection  of  our  fpecial  commiiTion. 

By  his  Majefty*s  command, 

(Signed)  Portland.^ 


Proclatnatlon  of  the  Executive  Dire^ory  to  the  French  People^  dated 

the  \fl  Frimaire  (21  I^ovJ.  .    ' 

'X'HE  intcrcfts  of  the  republic  call  you  to  a  lad  triumph.     At- 
"*"    ter  the  innumerable  battles  from  which   you  have  returned 
viiftorious,  it  yet  remains  for  you  to  reduce  the  firft,  the  moft  ob*' 
ilinate  and^cunning  of  all  your  enemies^ 

The  Executive  Drreflory  is  dedrous  of  a  general  peace ;  it 
wi(hes  for  it,  for  your  fake,  and  for  the  fake  of  Europe.  But 
during  a  year  and  more  a  faithlefs  enemy  has  led  adray  all  the 
cabinets  of  Europe  by  vain  proje£ls,  propofmg  peace  in  a  loud 
voice,  fecretly  fomenting  war,  afFeding  to  extingui(h  with  one 
hand  the  torch  which  it  lights  with  the  other ;  fending  with  pa- 
rade paci(icators,  and  repelling  in  efFc£l  all  overtures  which  alone 
could  tend  to  paci(ication.  This  enemy  you  know  :  your  indig- 
nation can  dcvife  and  name  it.  It  is  the  cabinet  of  St.  James's* 
It  is  the  mod  corrupting,  and  the  mod  corrupted,  of  the  govern- 
ments of  Enrope:  it  is  the  Engli(h  government. 

It  is  not  alone  againd  the  liberty  of  France  that  that  govcriv- 
ment  dire61s  her  confpiracy  ;  her  confpiracy  is  againd  the  whole 
world.  Ah  !  too  long  has  that  per(idious  cabinet  troubled,  fiib- 
jefled,  dcfolated  all  parts  of  the  world.  Speak,  Americans! 
fay  who  are  dircdly  or  indireftly  your  true  rulers.  Unfortunate 
Indians  I  fay  by  what  dctcdable  art  has  that  government  cda- 
^bliihed  her  tyranny  among  you?  And  you,  Europeans,  more 
unfortunate  dill,  innocent  inhabitants -^f  the  plains  of  Franco* 
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nia,  md  of  the  Noric  Alps,  innumerable  vl£lims  of  the  flames 
of  war !  fay  who  has  been  the  moll  ardent  inftig^tor  of  this  de- 
(budxve  contcftj^  in  which  have  been  facrificed  more  than  a  miU 
L'oQ  of  men,  in  which  treafures  immenfe  have  been ' diflipated, 
wliich  even  at  this  time  of  peade  leaves  to  the  eye,  on  the  fields 
of  viftory,  the  view  only  of  general  mifery,  univerfal  melan- 
choly, and  extenfive  defpair.  It  is  in  thefe  circumftances  that 
the  cabinet  of  St.  James's  avow's  to  afflidcd  Europe  that  It  alone 
hasfeit  nothing  of  thefe  frightful  difailcrs.  Liften  to  the  fpeech 
delivered  from  the  throne  \  "  Our  revenues,"  fays  the  King, 
*'  have  continued  highly  produdive,  our  national  induftry  has 
been  extended,  and  our  commerce  has  furpafled  its  former  li- 
mits." 

If  the  King  of  England  has  told  the  tnith,  powers  of  Europe, 
to  you  is  not  this  a  terrible  leflbn  ?  What  then,  is  that  govern- 
ment interefted  in  vour  diforders,  which  alone  colledls  the  fruits 
of  thera,  which  is  nouriflied  by  your  calamities,  profpers  by 
your  diftrelTes,  accumulates  in  its  treafures  the  tears  and  the 
blood  of  the  people,  and  fatten^  upon  their  plunder  ? 

It  is  evident  that  that  cabinet  Ihould  wifh  for  war,  fince  by 
war  it  is  enriched.  It  is  however  that  government  which  in  its 
new  manifeftoes,  and  in  fi milar  fpecches,  dares  to  accufe  France 
of  infatiable  avarice!  It  is  not  faid,  that  the  Englifli,  firft  de* 
^ftators  of  St.  Domingo,  have  taken  the  colonics  of  Holland 
without  ftriking  a  blow,  have  taken  them  from  Holland  their 
ally;  and  the  King  of  England  fpeaks  to  Europe  of  the  ambi- 
tion of  France  ! 

Bot  the  principles  of  the  French  towards  other  nations  are  at 
this  lime  too  manifefl:  to  be  obfcurcd  by  vague  allegations.  If 
the  French  republic  takes  the  limits  (he  has  received  from  na- 
ture, if  fhc  repairs  in  this  refpcvSl  the  faults  of  the  monarchy, 
ihedifdains  conque ft s  foreign  to  that  great  objcft;  flie  neither 
(^prefies  fecondary  flates  nor  weak  powers;  (lie  never  thinks  of 
defpoiiing  her  allies;  fhe  is  faithful  to  her  friends;  (lie  punilhcs 
her  enemies,  but  without  hating  them:  naturally  generous,  ihe 
does  not  even  hale  the  Engliih  nation.  Never  in  France  (hall 
any  minifter  be  admired  on  account  of  his  hatred  of  the  Engliih 
people;  but  every  one  in  France  is  agreed  in  one  point,  in  re- 
iDembering  what  palled  at  Toulon,  at  Dunkirk,  at  Q^iiberon,  at 
La  Vendee  ;  they  deteft,  they  execrate  the  cruelty,  the  perfidy, 
the  fanguinary  maciiiavelifm  of  the  Britifh  min^^cr  ;  and  they  at 
the  fame  time  deplore  the  unaccountable  blindnefs  of  the  Englifti 
in  faffering  themfelves  to  be  made  the  horror  of  the  world. 

The  great  nation  will  avenge  the  univerfe;  and  to  enfure  fuc- 
cefs,  more  than  one  means,  Frenchmen,  prcfent  themfelves  to 

Ei:  the  molt  important,  and  the  moll    fpeedy  is,  a  dtfcent  on 
gland*     Uncxpefted  fucccfs  has  taught  you  to  difregard  all  ob- 
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(lacles.  In  fuch  enterprifes,  the  name  alone  of  the  armies  pro* 
jnifes  a  triumph,  and  the  juftice  of  the  caufe  guarantees  it.  Wc 
do  not  now  boaft  of  plans  of  defcent,  while  we  difcufs  the 
means.  In  the  fituation  in  which  France  now  is,  her  will  is 
yi^ory.  Thus  the  army  of  England  proceeds  to  dictate  a  peace 
in  London*!  and  there,  alfo,  republicans,  you  will  find  auxiliar 
ries.  There  alfo  you  will  find  many  men  whom  reafon  has  no^ 
£o  much  abandoned  as  to  render  them  infenfible  of  th^  odium  due 
to  their  government  under  the  Englifh  name.  There  alfo  you 
•will  find  thoufands  of  generous  men  who  long  ftruggled  to  obtain 
a  parliamentary  reform :  there  alfo  you  ^yill  find  a  multitude  of 
jnanufafturers  who  figh  for  peace,  whom  the  prolongafton  of  the 
war  has  reduced  to  mift-ry,  and  who  weigh  in  the  balance  again(( 
their  real  wants  the  gaudy  deception  of  royal  harangue,  the  illu- 
£ons  of  manifcftoes,  and  the  chimera  of  conqucfts.  There  alfo 
you  will  find  the  Iri(h  nation,  fo  long  opprclfcd,  and  that  bears 
fcludlantly  the  chains  of  a  court  which  is  fupported  by  its  pro- 
(luce,  while  it  drinks  its  blood  and  infults  its  defpair. 

Proceed  under  thefc  aufpiccs,  brave  republicans,  to  fccond  the 
national  and  unanimous  wi(h  :  conduced  by  the  hero  who  has  fo 
'  often  fliown  you  the  way  to  victory,  you  will  have  with  you  the 
%vi(hes  of  all  the  virtuous  and  the  jud  who  exid  in  the  world. 
Proceed  then,  and  re-eftabli(h  the  liberty  of  the  feas ;  confine  to 
its  juft  limits  the  inordinate  ambition  of  that  governinent  which 
^ifturbs  its  own  country  as  it  does  the  univerfe. 

Secure  the  repofe  of  the  French  republic  and  of  the  univerfe, 
Such  is  the  great  obje£l  which  ftill  remains  for  you  to  accomplilh* 
Now  that  the  Britifli  government,  viewing  coolly,  and  with  a 
ferocious  fmile,  the  difailers  of  the  continent,  boalls  of  its  opu* 
lence,  make  it  difcharge  agreeably  to  juiUce  its  Ihare  of  the  ex- 
penfes  of  the  war,  which  it  alone  wiflies  to  eternize,  and  which 
It  knows  it  could  terminate  by  fpeaking  to  the  French  republic  in 
language  that  could  be  liilened  to,  and  be  believed  fincere. 

Citizens,  you  will  recognife  your  own  fentiments  in  the  expor 
fition  of  thofe  of  the  Execiuive  Direftory.  The  fame  fpirit  ani- 
mates your  faithful  rcprefcntaiives.  In  vain  the  cabinet  of  Lou- 
don cxhaufts  all  its  efforts  to  fow  among  them  diftruft  and  difcord. 
The  i8th  of  Fru£tidor  has  deftroyed  their  influence,  and  fince  that 
day  the  members  of  the  Councils  and  the  Directory  prefent  the 
pleafing  fpeftacle  of  the  mofl  intimate  union.  All  patriots  have 
only  the  fame  intercfts.  There  is  in  the  republic  but  one  opinion 
and  one  wifli,  and  war  to  the  cabinet  of  St.  James's  is  the  cry  of 
iFrance. 

How  much  glory  is  promifcd  to  the  army  of  England!  It  i^ 
fufficlent  to  point  it  out  to  it.  To  inflame  our  warriors  with  in- 
vincible enthufiafm,  it  is  only  neceflTary  to  remind  them  of  what 
fbcy  have  already  done.     TI>e  walls  of  the  ftrongeit  fortrefles 

have 
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IttTc  been  levelled  before  them ;  the  grettcft  generals  have  not 
been  able  to  rcfift  theai.  They  have  taken  prifoners  Bender  at 
Luxeaibourgy  and  Wurmfer  at  Mantua.  They  made  the  three- 
coloured  llandard  wave  on  the  banks  of  the  Rhine,  and  on  the 
«  Siores  of  the  ^gean  fea.  After  fo  many  vi dories,  what  words 
can  add  any  thing  to  the  ardour  of  French  foldiers  ?  It  is  fnfficient 
for  them  to  hear  the  voice  of  the  country^  and  to  remember  their 
own  exploits. 

The  Executive  Dircdlory  refolve  that  this  proclamation  (hall  be 
primed,  pofted  up,  and  folemnly  read  in  all  the  communes  of  the 
republic,  and  to  all  the  divifions  of  the  armies,  whether  by  fea  or 
by  land.  It  (hall  be  inferted  in  the  bulletin  of  the  laws.  The 
roiniders  of  the  Interior,  of  war,  and  of  the  marine  and  the 
colonies,  (ha\l  render  an  account  to  the  Executive  Directory  of  its 
publication. 

L.  M.  Rkveilliere  Lepaux,   Prefident, 
Lagarde,  Secretary  GencraL 
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Proclamation  of  Citizen  Rudler. 

/^ITIZEN  Rudler,  commiffioner  of  the  French  government 
^^  in  the  conquered  countries  between  the  Meufe  and  the  Rhine, 
and  the  Rhine  and  the  Mofelle,  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  con- 
quered countries :  The  French  republic  fights  and  fubducs  her 
enemies,  but  ftie  docs  not  make  an  unworthy  ufe  of  her  vidlories. 
The  princes,  coalefced  againft  her  liberty  and  conftitution,  have 
been  prefumptuous  enough  to  conceive  hopes  of  fubjugating  her. 
She  took  up  ^rms,  fubdued  them,  and  now  contents  herfclf  ior 
fecuring  her  tranquillity  by  bounding  her  territory  within  thofe 
limits  which  have  been  traced  by  nature.     She  only  wifhes  to 
Biake  the  people  fhe  has  conquered  forget  the  calamities  infepa- 
xable  from  war,  and  iodulge  them  gradually  in  a  participation  of 
ax  thofe  rights  which  her  own  children  enjoy.     Such  arc  the 
beneficent  wifhes  of  France  with  refpe£t  to  you,  inhabitants  of 
thofe  countries  furrounded  by  the  waters  of  the  Rhine,  the  Meufe, 
imd  the  Mofelle;  and  fuch  is  the  will  of  its  government.    ^Thc 
ceflation  of  hodilities  affords  it  an  opportunity  of  ameliorating 
your  lot :  and  it  charges  me,  in  its  tender  anxieiy  for /your  wel- 
fare, to  jnake  you  participate  in  the  protecElion  of  thofe  laws 
i»hich  govern  the  French,  and  which  are  to  feciire  your  happincfs. 
My  heart  tenderly  fympathizes  in  this  honourable  midion  ;  and  if 
\  can  form  any  judgment  from  the  mildnefs  of  your  manners,  and 
the  love  of  liberty,  for  which  you  are  diflinguiflied,  the  fuccefs 
of  my  exertions  will'  be   fpeedy  and  fatisfartory. — A  territorial 
divifion,  favourable  to  the  fubjeft,  and  indifpenfable  in  itfelf,  will 
be  nay  firll  operation. — The  adminillrative  and  judiciary  code 
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eftnWifhed  in  the  next  place  dmong  you,  will  give  birth  io  z 
harmony  which  would  othcrwife  be  incompatible  with  the  variety 
of  your  fenates,  councils,  regencies,  and  your  innumerable  jurif- 
didions.  Every  thing  appertaining  to  flavery  is  fupprefled,  and 
the  cffccls  of  this  fuppreifion  will  be  direfted  by  fucceffive  and 
particular  regulations.  Thus  you  will  enjoy,  under  this  new 
fydem,  all  the  dignity  of  your  exiftcnce.  You  vyill  be  ac- 
countable to  God  alone  for  your  religious  opinions,  and  your  civil 
rights  will  be  independent  of  them.  Whatever  they  may  be,  they 
Will  be  indifcriminately  tolerated,  equally  protefted,  and  he  alone 
•will  be  deemed  guilty  who  fliall  pervert  them  for  th«  purpofc  of 
deftroying  tlve  general  harmony,  and  troubling  the.  peace  of 
fociety.  The  fixth  year  will  be  memorable  for  thefe  countries, 
wliich  have  been  freed  from  the  oppreffive  weight  of  all  thofe  pri- 
vileges invented  by  the  pride  of  thofe  who  called  themfelves  youF 
lords  and  mafters.  You  will  alfo  be  refcued,  from  the  jday  on 
which  it  began,  from  thofe  tithes  which  fwallowed  up  a  great 
part  of  the  fruit  of  your  labour?,  and  from  thofe  rights  which  the 
wfurping  fpirit  of  the  feudal  fyftem  had  created.  They  are  pro- 
fcribed,  and  (hall  no  longer  be  exa£led  from  you.  A  paternal  ad- 
ininiftration,with  powersdiftinftfrom  thofeof  courts  of  judicature, 
will  extend  its  benign  influence  to  you.  Juftices  of  peace  will 
afford  you  the  benefit  of  conciliatory  mcafures,  before  you  may 
be  compelled  to  enter  into  the  litigations  of  courts  of  law. 
The  law,  inflexible  in  its  operation,  will  never  nnoleft  the  inno- 
cent. The  prefent  circumitances  prevent  me  from  elefting  your 
adminiftratprs  and  judges,  but  be  afliired  that  J  fhall  make  choice 
of  the  mod  upright  and  the  mod  enlightened  among  you.  I  will 
affociate  with  them,  Frenchmen,  who,  being  their  elders  in  the 
family  of  freemen,  will  prove  to  them  fafe  and  neceflary  guides^ 
Should  any  perfons  I  may  choofe,  prove  unfit  for  their  offices,  I 
Ihall  be  ever  ready  to  attend  to  complaints  againft  them;  but  I 
lliall  repel  with  indignation  every  fpecies  of  calumny,  and  every 
denunciation  which  may  be  direfled  to  the  degradation  of  the 
conftitutcd  authorities.  You  may  perceive,  citizens,  by  this 
flight  fl<.ctch,  the  great  advantages  which  you  are  to  derive  from 
your  new  organization,  for  cffe61ing  which,  I  labour  with  all 
the  zeal  with  which  my  duty,  your  wants,  and  your  happy  incli- 
nations infpirc  me.  Shut  your  ears  againft  the  enemies  of  your 
profperity,  who  would  feek  to  fow  the  feeds  of  divifion  among 
you.  Receive  and  follow  with  one  common  fentiment  the  regu- 
lations which  I  am  commillioned  toeftablifli  among  you,  and  ihf 
dawn  of  your  happinefs  will  (hine  with  refplendent  brilliancy. 
Bomi,  December  ii,  in  the  fixth  Tear  RUDLER« 

(f  the  French  Republic^ 
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Buonaparte  to  the  Prejtdent  of  the  Executive  DireStory, 

Parisj  "^Nivofe  f2'^D€c,Jy   1797. 

t  HAVE  the  honour  to  fend  you,  Citizen  Prefident,  the  copy 
*  of  a  letter  which  I  have  received  from  the  Dey  of  Tunis,  w^ith 
the  names  of  eighteen  Frenchmen  whom  he  has  fet  at  liberty. 

While  I  was  in  Italy,  I  took  every  opportunity  of  teftifying  to 
otir  good  friends  the  Turks,  marks  of  the  friendfliip  which  the 
French  republic  entertains  for  them. 

The  provifional  government  of  the  Ligurian  republic  has  given 
liberty  to  all  the  Turkifh  (laves,  which  were  employed  in  the 
Genoefe  gailies,  and  fent  them  to  their  country. 

Since  we  have  been  in  pofleflion  of  the  different  iflands  of  the 
Ionian  fea,  we  have  received  on  the  part  of  the  Ali,  the  Pacha  of 
Janina,  the  Pacha  of  Scutaria,  the  Turks  of  the  Morca,  and  even 
on  the  part  of  the  Divan,  not  only  a  kind  welcome,  but  they  have, 
upon  every  occafi on,  taken  a  ^leafure  in  fhowing  to  us  the  parti- 
cular efteem  which  they  have  for  Frenchmen. 

Our  ambalTador,  Aubert-lJubayet,  had  no  fooner  informed  th« 
Sublime  Porte  that  our  troops  were  at  Corfou,  Zante,  Cephalo- 
nia,  &c.  than  that  government  fcnt  large  cargoes  of  corn  for  their 
fiipport. 

Our  Levant  trade  will  now  find  a  fecure  proteSion  from  the 
new  pofleffions  which  we  have  acquired,  and  our  merchants  will 
hereafter  be  received  by  the  fubjefls  of  the  Ottoman  Porte  with  a 
peculiar  prediledion. 

(Signed)  Buonaparte. 


Hamuda^  Pacha y  Deyy  Prince  of  Princes^  and  Lord  of  the  u>eIU 
guarded  Town  of  Tunis y  to  General  Buonaparte^  the  mighty  PP^ar^ 
rior  of  the  French  Republic  y  Healthy  and  Length  of  Days  ! 

WITH  the  voice  of  friendfliip  I  inform  you,  that  the  eight 
Muflulmans  who  were  on  board  a  prize  belonging  to  our  odglak 
(regency)^  which  contrary  winds  drove  on  the  coalt  of  Leghorn, 
where  they  were  made  flaves,  and  who  were  fent  to  us  by  your 
order,  have  arrived  fafe,  and  filled  our  breafts  with  the  mod  live- 
ly joy.  If  fuch  an  accident  fliould  occur  again,  I  have  no  doubt 
that  your  benevolent  attention  will  be  exercifed  in  the  fame  man- 
lier, for  which  I  fliall  always  entertain  the  warmeft  gratitude. 

Your  conful  who  refidcs  here  has  alfo  informed  me,  that  the 
agent  of  the  French  republic  at  Leghorn  has  received  orders  to 
provide  for  the  fubfillcnce  of  eighteen  flaves,  and  to  fend  ihem 
to  us. 

To 
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To  rctfirn  you  thanks,  and  to  inform  you  of  thcfe  matters,  1 
have  written  this  letter,  in  the  middle  of  the  m<x)n  of  RebifiihaDi; 

(Signed)  Ha  mud  a, 

Pacha,  Dey,  Prince  of  Prince^,  and  Lord 
of  the  well-guarded  town  of  Tunis. 

[The  Dey  added  to  this  letter  a  lift  of  eighteen  Frenchmen^ 
vrho  had  been  taken  by  Tunifian  cruifers  nn  foreign  veflels 
without  paiTports,  and  made  flaves  of.  He  gave  them  theit 
liberty,  and  fent  them  to  France.] 


Proceedings  at  the  Sitting  of  the  Executive  Directory  on  the  ift  Nivsfe 

(Dec.  2l),   1797. 

'TpHE  minifter  of  the  interior  informed  the  Direflory,  that  a 
"*•  deputation  of  the  merchants  of  Paris  foHcited  the  honour  of 
being  admitted  to  an  audience,,  and  alked  leave  to  make  fohfie  pa-^ 
triotic  propofitions  relative  to  the  means  of  procuring  the  neceflary 
funds  for  a  defcent  on  England,  and  to  allure  the  vengeance  of 
France  againft  the  tyrannic  government  of  that  ifland. 
-    The  prefident  ordered  the  minifter  to  introduce  the  deputation. 

The'Direftory,  accompanied  by  the  fecretary  general  and  th« 
minifters,  and  preceded  oy  the  fergeants  at  arms  and  melfengers 
of  (late,  proceeded  into  the  hall  of  public  audience. 

The  deputation' was  introduced  by  the  miniflcr  of  the  interior. 
It  con fi fled  of  citizens  Lecouteulx,  Fulchiron  fenior,  Fulchiron 
junior,  Jubie,  Enfantin,  Saillard,  Recamier,  Hupais,  Marnet, 
Doyen,   Decretot,  Charlemagne,  Defprez,  and  Barillon. 

The  deputation  was  prefented  by  the  minifter  of  finances,  who 
ftated  the  objedl  of  the  milfion  in  the  following  terms  : 

**  Citizens  Direclors — After  having  fecured  the  repofe  of  the 
continent,  you  have  confidered,  fince  it  belongs  to  the  deftiny  of 
the  republic  to  make  peace  with  her  enemies  only  at  the  gates  of 
their  c;ipitals,  that  you  ought  to  fend  to  England  thofe  invincible 
columns  which  have  confined  vidlory  to  their  ftandards,  and  that 
general  who  is  as  diftinguifhed  by  his  profound  knowledge  of  the 
general  policy  of  nations  as  by  his  military  talents. 

'*  The  merchants  of  Paris  fee,  in  this  determination,  a  favour- 
able profpcft  of  the  liberty  of  the  feas,  and  the  reftoration  of  com- 
merce. They  arc  convinced  that  the  moment  is  come  to  prove  to 
an  enemy,  who  always  gives  way  when  clofely  prefled,  that  the 
French  arc  at  lafl  prepared  to  terminate  a  war  which  is  only  pro- 
longed becaufe  a  handful  of  pirates  have  the  barbarity  to  calculate 
upon  its  events  as  fpeculations,  as  chances  favourable  to  their 
intcrefts. 

"  The  merchants  of  Paris  have  become  the  organ  of  the  public 
opinion.     Each  citizen  vviQies  to  give  a  proof  of  the  confulcncc  he 
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placet  in  the  fiicccfs  of  yoiir  mcafures ;  they  intend  to  prop'ofe  to 
you  to  invite  the  legiflativc  body  to  open  a  loan,  the  fhares  of 
which  (hall  be  niortgagcd  upon  our  vidories. 

'*  l*he  Romans  fold  the  ground  on  which  Hahnibal  was  en- 
camped: but  hiftory  has  not  informed  us  if  this  celebrated  people 
ever  declared  to  their  obftinate  enemies  that  the  war  (hould  bcr 
carried  on  at  their  expenfe.  This  trait  (hall  be  added  to  our  an- 
nals. T!»c  loan  propofed  to  be  borrowed  ihall  be  called  the  hart 
v^on  England.  It  will  foon  be  completed.  The  Grtat  Nation 
ipeedily  executes  whatever  it  plans. 

**  The  deputies  of  the  merchants  reb»\eft  an  opportunity  of 
dating  their  views  upon  this  fubjeS.  roeg  that  the  Executive 
Dircaorj*  will  liften  to  them.** 

Citizen  Fulchiron,  the  elder,  fpoke  thus,  in  the  name  of  the 
deputation : 

•*  Citizens  Directors — At  the  moment  in  which  the  French 
nation  prepares  to  attack,  with  all  her  ftrength*,  her  eternal  and 
implacable  enemy-— at  the  moment  in  which  our  invincible  legions 
are  about  to  crofs  the  almoft  infurmountable  barrier  which  nature 
has  placed  between  us  and  the  haughty  tyrants  of  the  fea,  all  who 
poflefs  hearts  truly  French  and  republican  are  Teized  with  that 
profound  and  irrenftible  enthufiafm  which  is  ufually  the  forerunner 
of  important  events  and  brilliant  fuccefles. 

<<  The  merchants  of  this  great  city,  and  thofe  of  all  France,' 
cannot  diflemble,  that  it  is  particularly  their  caufe  which  the  con- 
querors of  Italy  and  of  the  Rhine  prepare  to  fupport  and  to  avenge. 
Ali  the  merchants  of  the  continent  of  Europe  ought  to  unite  in 
artT.ing  againft  this  perfidious  government. 

*'  But  the  French  merchants  do  not  want  a  particular  and 
perfonal  motive  to  make  them  partake  in  the  facred  fentiment 
which  at  this  moment  animates  all  republican  fouls. 

"  We  have  fccn  the  three-coloured  ftandard  planted  on  the 
banks  of  the  Texel,  and  waving  on  the  iflands  of  the  ^gean  fea. 
On  the  continent  we  fee  no  longer  any  but  republican  friends,  or 
monarchs  who  are  compelled  to  fupplicatc  our  alliance.  Shall^ 
then,  the  ocean,  the'common  mother  of  the  riches  of  the  univerfe^ 
which  ought  to  carry  onr  glory,  our  arts,  and  our  induftry  into 
e^ery  part  of  the  globe,  be  interdicted  to  us?  Shall  the  ocean  be 
enflaved  by  a  handful  of  proud  iflanders? 

**  Great  and  intrepid  conquerors  of  Lodi,  of  Rivoli,  ofTagli* 
amcnto,  of  FIcurus,  of  Kehl,  and  of  Neuwicd! — you  whofe 
path  is  marked  by  triumphs,  and  by  the  emancipation  of  nations! 
— you  cannot  endure  this  horrible  idea!  We  fee  you  prefs  in 
crowds  to  the  Ihores  of  the  ocean,  offering  your  fervices  to  you^ 
country — Wc  fee  you  haftcning,  from  the  banks  of  the  RUne 
and  the  fummits  of  the  Alps,  to  reftore  to  th-;  French  nation  ^t}t 
Vot.  VII.  H  maritiaie* 
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maritime  powef^    and  to    the    national  commere  Its    ancient 
fplcndour 

'<  Bearing  in  our  breaOs  the  impatience  of  a  noble  vengeance, 
v^e  aflc  you,  in  common  with  all  republicans,  why  the  French 
nation  is  not  refpeded  on  the  Teas  as  (he  is  on  the  continent  ? 
Shall  our  laurels  wither  even  in  the  middof  our  trjnmphs? 

"  But  in  vain  (hall  England,  after  having  fown  in  our  country, 
crimes  and  evils  of  every  kind  by  the  gold  of  which  (he  defpoils  the 
nations  fubje£led  to  her  deceits,  (belter  herfelf  by  her  numerous 
veflfcls!  In  vain  fliall  (he  flatter  herfelf  with  efcaping  the  juft' 
punifhment  which  awaits  her !  We  (hall  fend  back  1o  that  iftand 
the  fcourges  with  which  its  government  defolated  our  provinces; 
but,  mbre  generous  and  more  brave,  wc  will  know  how  to  mo- 
derate and  how  to  reftrain  the  moft  legitimate  refentmcnt,  from 
the  moment  in  which  it  (hall  have  expiated  its  long  and  perni- 
cious errors. 

**  Could  the  merchants  of  this  great  city,  of  all  the  republic, 
temain  filent  fpedators  of  fo  great  a  movement  ?  No,  Citizens 
Diredors !  All  commercial  men,  all  who  give  life  and  fpirit  to 
our  national  indudry,  befcech  you  to  open  to  them  a  civic  career, 
by  'which  they  may  concur  in  promoting  the  great  and  generous 
enterprife  which  you  have  in  view. 

*^  Is  French  commerce  unintetefted  in  the  great  national  arma- 
ment which  is  preparing?  Are  not  all  the  fortunate  chances  of 
this  expedition  in  its  favour?  and  is  it  not  certain  that  they  wiU 
redore  it  to  its  ancient  dominion,  and  to  all  the  profperity  whicU 
belongs  to  the  commerce  of  a  great  nation  ?  Can,  then,  the 
merchants  of  France  balance  for  a  moment  between  the  temporary 
privation  of  a  barren  enjoyment,  and  the  profpe£t  of  fo  much 
fut«re  profperity? 

**  This  is  the  mofl  favourable  moment  for  the  emancipation  of 
the  feas,  for  us  and  for  our  poflerity ;  and  this  fortunate  crifis  has 
been  created  by  our  viftorics.  Ulie  commerce  of  France  cannot 
endure  that  it  (hould  have  been  wafted  in  vain.  The  peace  of 
Eurppc  would  have  but  a  precarious  exiftence,  the  continent 
would  remain  humbled  before  thefe  haughty  iflanders,  if  the  moft 
powerful  efforts.  Citizens  DIre£tors,  did  not  concur  in  the  cxe^ 
cution  of  your  plans. 

"  The  ardent  wi(hes  of  all  Frenchmen,  the  undaunted  courage 
of  our  warriors,  arc  fo  many  pledges  of  fuccefs;  but  there  is  one 
on  vichich  we  found,  as  well  as  you.  Citizens  Dircftors,  a  hope 
which  cannot  be  difappointed.  It  is  the  fublime  and  almoft  in- 
credible valour  of  the  young  hero,  who,  during  two  years  of 
uninterrupted  triumphs,  has  filled  the  univerfe  with  the  report  of 
his  fame,  whofe  prudence  is  the  admiration  of  the  old,  whofe 
^enerofity  is  the  model  of  the  young,  whofe  wifdom  and  genitu 
^l^te  the  wonder  of  the  philoibpher^  whofe  aame  will  hence- 
forth 
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forth  for  ever  be  infeparable  from  viAoryi  and  always  recall  the 
idea  of  every  virtue  by  which  glory  can  be  embellifhed. 

"Citizens  Diredor5>  the  merchants  of  Paris,  of  whom Vc 
are  the  organ,  anxioully  beg  of  you  to  fend  a  meflage  to  tjie 
legiflative  body,  inviting  theiti  to  open  a  loan,  which  may  givt 
you  the  means,  as  prompt  as  certain,  of  efFedling  a  defcent  upon 
England,  and  of  tranfporting  thither  our  hero,  thofe  whom  he 
fhall  condudl,  and  all  their  glory.  This  loan  may  be  mortgaged 
upon  an  indirect  impoft*  The  public  opinion  declareritfelf  for  a 
meafure  of  this  kind.  The  duration  ot  this  impoft  ought  to  be 
limited  to  the.  period  of  the  repayment  of  the  loan,  which  (hould 
*  be  borrowed  upon  that  principle.  It  would  be  defirable,  alfo, 
that  the  loaafhould  be  made  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  manifeit, 
with  new  force,  a  wifli  to  coiifclidate  the  arrears  of  the  national 
debt,  and  to  re-e(lablifh,  or  rather  to  create  anew,  the  public 
credit,  which  muft  always  be  attached  to  the  engagements  of 
the  republic." 

Citizen  Barras,  the  preiident  of  the  Directory,  thus  replied  to 
the  deputation : 

/'  Citizens — The  Executive  DireSory,  witnefling  every  day 
the  virtues  of  the  French  people,  is  not  aftonifhed  at  the  patriotic 
devotion  which  has  produced  the  propofitions  fo  truly  republican 
as  thofe  you  have  now  made  to  your  country ;  but  it  applauds 
with  emotion  that  fentiment  of  liberty  which  ba^  at  this  moment 
conducted  you  hither. 

"  The  infolent^pride  of  the  EngliOi  government,  which  flatters 
itfelf  with  the  chimera  that  there  exilts  no  longer  any  national 
fpirit  in  France,  may  mark  this  day  as  the  epoch  of  its  approach- 
ing humiliation.     Your  condudt  predicts  what  the  valour  of  re- 
publican arms  will  execute ;  and  Europe,  attentive  to  this  great 
eveat,  cannot  fail  to  be  ilruck  with  that  contraft  which  the  people 
of  the  two  nations  prefent — the  one  funk  under  the  fifcal  eppref- 
fion  of  a  tyrannic  government — the  other,  after  eight  years  of 
/evolution,  and  at  the  end  of  an  ever  memorable  war,  offering 
fpontaneouSy  to  the  country  their  wealth,  the  tributes  of  their 
jndoftry,  and  thus  difplaying  the  extent  of  their  refources.    If  the 
armies  of  France  have  already  proved  that  the  republic  is  invin* 
cible,  her  merchants  now  prove  that  her  means  are  inexhauftible, 
and  that,  in  this  generous  (Iruggle,  warriors  and  citizens  have 
"  alike  acquired  inconteftable  claims  on  the  national  gratitude. 

■**  It  was  worthy  of  you,  citizens,  to  impofe  filence,  by  thic 
.great  zSi  of  civifm,  on  thofe  malevolent  perfons  who  tax  our 
commercial  citizens  with  indifference,  as  if  the  juft  and  legitimate 
war,  which  France  maintains,  had  not  for  one  of  its  principal 
l>bje£ls  the  prefervation  and  the  extenfion  of  commerce.  This 
frivolous  reproach  is  dill  one  of  the  crimes  of  England,  and  one 
^  the  means  of  her  e^luiive  ambition  \  but  the  perfi4ioas  de'figns 
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;  pf  the  defpots  of  the  pcean  are  peoctiated.  They  would  ootdkni^ 
perhaps,  to  adCYiowledge.ihe  fovereignty  of  the  French  people,  if 
.the  French  people  would  confent  to  allow  them  to  exerciie  their 
tyranny  on  the  feas.  The  eftablifhment  of  the  French  republic  is 
^the  continual  fubje£l  of  their  wild  declamations;  but  in  their 
]>owQrlef$  rage  they  tremble  at  the  opening  of  the  Scheldt,  and  the 
4^ree. navigation  of  the  Rhine:  they  are  enraged  to  feeall4he  ports 
^q{  the  Mediterranean  open  to  our  (hips  and  fleets. 

<<  Citizens,  doubt  not  that  all  republicans  will  haften  toTecond 
your  pat^otic  efforts.  All  hearts  jealous  of  the  national  gloryj 
jejoice  at  yopr  propofition  in  every  corner  of  France.  Every 
,town  whofe  commerce  has  been  fufpended,  and  whofe  inaniifaC'- 
tures  have  ceafcd  in  confequence  of  the  war,  will  haften  to  imitate 
vou.  Like  you,  thc'y  are  animated  by  the  love  of  the  country. 
Like  you,  they  have  loog  and  cruel  injuries  to  avenge;  and  in 
.the  enthufiafm  with  which  you  will  infpire  tbenti,  they  will  be  in- 
flamed with  the  defire  of  having  it  in  their  power  to  fay,  #^  flf§ 
.iave  given  a  binu  io  our  implacable  enemy! 

**  Thus  we  appear  to  proceed  rapidly  towards  the  perfe^ton  of 
jrepublican  manners,  fmce  they  have  already  produced  among  us 
.fuch  great  examples  of  devotion,  as  would  have  been  fiifiicient  to 
.'have  illuflrated-the  bed  times  of  the  ancient  Tepublics.<---fiut  what 
do  I  fay  ?  We  furpafs  them  in  magnanimity.  Imminent  dangers 
^piefcribed  the  efforts, of  their  patriotifm  ;  but  in  the  .Frencli* re* 
public  the  whole  defire  of  emancipating  Eaxrope  f rom  a  ibame* 
Jful  domination  is  fufficient  to  inflame  your  hearts. 

<<  The  Executive  Diredciy  will  haften,  citizens,  to  tranfmk 
.your  addrefs  to  the  legiflative  body.  Anticipated  already  by  fame^ 
^e  faithful  reprefentatives  of  the  people  burn  with  the  noble  im- 
patience  of  welcoming  it  with  the  appla^ife  which  it  fo  juflly  de- 
ierviis.  They  are  convinced  with  the.members  of  the  Uirefiory, 
Jthat  the  fplendour  of  the  republic  depends  upon  the  fplendour  of 
commerce.  Rely,  then,  upon  the  invariable  protedion  of  the 
;legiflators  and  of  the  Diredory,  as  well  as  upon  the  admiration 
and  the  gratitu>le  of  France." 

Shouts  of  Live  the  republic!  Live  ihe  liberty  df  the  feas!  re- 
founded  from  tsexy  part  of  the  hall ;  and  the  military  mtific  played 
Ca  Ira. 

The  prcfident  gave  the  Tpcakcr  of  the  deputation  the  fraternal 
embrace,  amidft  univerial  plaudits,  and  the  moft  lively  demon- 
ifaratiohs.  of  public  approbation. 

The  Diredory  retired  fometime  into  thehall  of  the  miniftere, 
and  held  a  private  conference  with  the  deputation. 
.  On  the  return  of  the  Diredory,  the  deliberations  recommenced 
upon  the  important  addrefs  of  the  merchants  of  Paris ;  and  z, 
jneilage  was  lent  to  both  Councils,  inviting  them  to  take  the  pro* 
po£ed  JCDcalurQ  iato  their  ixnmediau  confldecation. 
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Mtffagi  rf  jhe PlrtBary  to  the  Council  cf  Flv^  Hundred,  on  the  \fi 

Nivofe  (2iji  Dec). 

Citizens  ReprefentativeS) 

f^HE  armies  of  the  republic^  by  their  cooquefls,  have  obU^ined 
-      peace  on  the  continent.     Ooe  enemy  aloi^e . rcn^ins  (o  1^ 
con[>bated«— This  is  the  fingUfi  government — Tliey  will  go  and 
attack  it  on  its  own  ground,      lior  the  arming  and  equipping 
of  the  veiiels  neccllary  to  tranfport  the  republican  columns  to  the 
.plains  of  Albion,  extraordinary  funds  are  neceifary.     The  mer* 
chaats  of  Paris  have  felt,  that  every  Frenchman  ought  to iccond 
the  ardour  of  the  defender-s  of  liberty.    They  fee  that  we  are  about 
to  conibat  for  the  freedom  of  the  (easy  for  the  reftoration  of  our 
manufacluresy  for  the  arts,  for  iuduftry.    That  caufe  is  their  own. 
They  have  fent  to  the  Direftory  the  addrefs  fubjoincd  to  this 
meifage.     It  requeits  them  to  invite  you  to  open  a  loan,  the  pro- 
duce of  which  fecures  the  execution  of  the  meafures  adopted  to 
effed  a  defcent  upon  England.     The  merchants  of  Paris,  in  tefy- 
tifying  their  wifhes  on  this  fubj^dt,  J^pow  that  they  only  anticipate 
the  public  opinion.     It  is  not  an  example  which  they  hold  up  to 
thole  of  other  towns ;  they  only  afpired  to  the  honour  of  being  iirft 
heard.     Every  Frenchman  will  contribute  to  the  fuccefs  of  the 
great  national  armament.     Where  can  we  have  any  fears  of  find- 
ing republicans  fo  indifferent  to  the  brilliant  deRiny  to  which  the 
propofed  expedition  invites  us — where  can  be  found  hearts  fo  in- 
^fiMe,  as  not  to  feize  the  'Occafion  of  feconding  the  generous 
ardour  of  the  defendcrs.of  the  country,  and  aiding,  by  a  trifling 
advance,  that  facred  caufe  to  which  their  brothers  and  their  chiU 
dien.have  facrificed  their  blood  aud  their  repofe? 

The  Executive  Diredory  Is  of  opinion,  citizens  reprcfent^- 
fives,  that  a  fund,  immediately  rai fed,  of  forty  millions,  added  to 
the  means. that  will  be  procured  by  the  laws  mad&or  to  be  enaded 
fnr  the  completion  of  the  funds  of  the  yoar  fix,  w411  be  fufHcient 
for  the  execution  of  the  plan  which  it  has  formed.  It  is  for  this 
ihjat  the  DireAory  applies  to  you.  The  poflibility  of  repaying 
tfaisiium  cannot  be  doubled  by  any  one.     You  may  fo  arrange  the 

Einenc  of  it  as  to  raife.the  pub)ic  credit.  The  merchants  of 
is  have  pointed  out  the  eftablilhment'of  an  indirect  contribu- 
tiqn«  as  the  means  of  eflFe£ling  its  repayment.  The  principles  on 
jivhich  this  mode  of  taxation  is  adopted,  are  at  prefent  univerfally 
Emitted.  The  premiunos  may  be  Jecured  on  the  fuccefs  of  the 
grand  operation  which  the  Diredory  is  now  preparing.  The 
mrmy  ef  England,  like  the  other  armies  of  the  republic,  will  fulfil 
^  eqgagements. 

(SigQ64)  P.  Bajlras,  Prefident. 

JLagahdx^  Sec.. Gen. 
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Sumfiions  fent  by  General  Hatry  U  the  Commandant  of  Mentz* 

T  AM  commidioned  to  inform  you,  that  it  is  the  intention  of  the 
•*  French  republic  to  take  poireHTon  of  the  city  of  Mentz  with 
the  troops  which  I-rommand.  No  armifticc  therefore  can  be 
granted  to  his  Eleifloral  Ilighncfs,  until  the  conclufion  of  the 
congrefs  at  Radadt,  unlefs  he  immediately  gives  orders  to  the 
magiflratcs  of  Mentz  to  receive  the  French  troops  into  their  city. 
Should  his  Eleclorsil  Highnefs  not  ifTue  the  orders  here  required 
before  the  31ft  of  Frimairc  (December  2o\  he  will  be  treated  as 
an  enemy,  and  his  deflorate  ravaged  by  French  troops.  I  requeft 
you  to  communicate  to  the  Eledor  this  determination ,  and  to 
accept  the  high  confidcration  with  which  I  have  the  honour  to  be 

Your  humble  fervant, 

Hatry. 

TO  the  above  fummons   the  governor  replied — "  That  he 
ccxild  not  give  up  the  city  without  orders  from  the  Eleclor.'* 


THE  French  afterwards  applied  to  the  Auftrian  governor  Neu  j 
the  latter  replied — **  That  the  Auftrians  muft  withdraw  frooi 
Mentz  before  the  French  entered  tlie  city  *." 


Tbi  Mtnljier  of  external  Relations^  to  all  the  diplomatic  and  confulmr 

Agents  of  the  French  Republic. 

Citizens, 

"\70U  are  placed  in  a  new  fituation.     Your  republican  /end- 
^    mentSy  and  your  patriotic  exertions,   ought  to  foar  into  a 
higher  flight. 

Of  the  powers  confederated  againft  French  liberty,  England 
alone  remains  to  be  combated.  She  is  our  eternal  enemy.  A  great 
expedition  is  preparing  againft  her.  The  wifhes  of  the  nation 
prefs  the  armament.  All  the  perfons  employed,  all  the  iunc* 
tioharics  of  the  government,  ought  in  this  refpeft  to  fecond  the 
¥iews  of  the  Direflory.  .  Every  part  of  the  French  republic  at  the 
prefent  moment  ought  to  make  war  againft  England. 

In  this  general  movement  you  neither  can  nor  ought  to  remain 
Inadive.  You  ought,  on  the  contrary,  to  take  a  diftinguiflied 
part  in  the  fuccefs  of  the  enterprife.     You  know  that,  for  a  long 


*  T,^^  capitulation  for. the  furrendcr  of  Mentz  was  figned  on  the  35th 
December,  at  Wefbadeh,  between  the  French  General  Hatry  and  General 
Kudty  Counlellors  Dcel,  Kayferbcrgi  and  M.  Meersand  Fabcrs. 
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time,  the  aims  of  diplomacy,  terrible  in  the  hands  of  the  Englifh 
minifter,  have  languiflied  without  point  in  our  hands.  The  Exe- 
cutive Diredory  is  defifous  to  rcftore  to  this  department  its  vigour 
aixi  luftre.  The  peace  of  Campo  Formio  id  fitted  to  be  the  epoch 
of  this  change.  The  congrefs  of  Raftadt  will  put  the  feal  to  it» 
and  this  ubjcd  you  ought  to  .unite  to  promote. 

At  prefent,  citizens^  each  of  vou  dotibtlefs  forms  a  juft  idea  of 
the  greatnefs  and  the  (Irength  or  the  French  republic.  Foreign 
powers  know  very  well,  and  it  is  unneceflary  to  reniind  you, 
that  you  reprefent  the  fird  people  in  Europe,  a  nation  confiding 
of  thiny  millions  of  men,  and  which  on  the  continent  nothing  is 
aUe  to  refift. 

How  then  has  England,  a  power  inferior  in  means  and  in 
ftrength,  c\'en  during  the  tin)cs  of  our  monarchy,  fucceeded  for 
more  than  an  age  in  thwarting,  and  even  humbling  France  ?  Her 
infular  pofition,  and  the  idea  of  liberty  of  which  flic  boafled,  have 
iKit  been  the  only  circumdances  that  have  contributed  to  this 
aftonifliing  eife£l.  It  has  been  in  a  principal  manner  the  refult  of  . 
the  diplomatic  fydem  purfued  in  England.  But  even  this  power, 
like  the  whole  of  her  power,  is  fadiitious.  We  fliall  very  eafily 
be  convinced  of  the  truth  of  this  afTertion  by  following  the  train  of 
Ecgliih  hidory  from  the  moment  the  Englifli  interfered  in  the 
aSairs  of  Europe. 

It  was  the  Protcftor,  Cromwell,  who  fird  gave  the  tone  to 
tbeir  diplomacy.  Calling  to  his  nid  the  vigorous  aivl  ci-devant 
republican  pen  of  the  celebrated  Milton,  Crouiwcll  ventured  to 
fpcak  to  all  the  cabinets  of  Europe  that  haughty  language  which 
the  minidcrs  of  St.  James's  have  always  maintained,  ami  which  ir. 
the  commencement,  being  only  the  overbearing  infulcncc  of  a  too 
fucccfsful  ufurper,  appeared  in  the  fequci  to  be  the  oniy  energetic  . 
and  haughty  language  of  a  people  calling  tliemfclves  free.  En- 
gaged in  wars,  the  long  feries  of  which  began  and  ended  the  reign. 
ol  Louis  XI  v.  the  governments  of  Europe  conlldcrcd  ab  ex- 
tremely powerful  thofc  who  t^ave  thcmfelvts  out  as  inch.  They 
allom-ed  thcmfelves  to  be  browbeat,  and  yicMed  without  inquiry  to 
the  pretcnlions  of  a  court  whici)  accompanied  its  mellages  with 
t^R.ats- 

&x>D  after,  France,  reH^ncd  to  the  government  of  an  indolent 
prince  and  corrupted  miniiters,  enfeebled  at  once  by  ufclefs  viclo* 
fdes  and  alliances  contrary  to  her  intereds,  reduced  to  the  mod  de- 
pk^rablc  iirpotence,  France  law  hcrfelf  compelled  to  tremble  be- 
fore tiic  pretended  genius  of  the  cabinet  of  London.  Strengthened 
b>  thik  i^ludon  more  than  by  any  real  power,  England,  at  the  end 
d  c^ih  wjf,  figured  with  didinclion  in  the  paci.kations  of 
Kimcgucn,  Ryfwick,  iMreclit,  Aix  la  Chapel le,  the  treaty  of 
Piffs,  t}.\  coniciencest>r  Filniiz,  and  the  fubfequcnt  crifis  of  our 
xtvfML:;vn« 

I  This 
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This  prejudice,  chizeiVS)  it  is  important  to  deftrdy*  This  dof^ 
lotTus  with  earthen  feet  mull  now  be  overt"hr6wn.  • 

It  is  incumbent  on  you  theny  citizens,  to  attack -with  cburage' 
the  power  of  England  in  its  federative  force,  ^hile"  on  their  fidie 
our  armies,*  precipitating  themfelves  on  \\tr  coafts,  ihall  difpby  to 
the  eyes  of  the  governments  of  £uro{)'e,  on  whom  her  boafts  halve 
impored,  the  true  fecret  of  her  weaknefs. 

Obferve  then  what  in  this  refpeA  is  the  courfe  you  ou^t  to 
purfoe. 

Place  your  condu£l  itf  6m(k  oppofitlon  t6  thdt'of  the  envoys  of 
the  court  of  London  ;  adhere  t6  this  rule,  which  cannot  miflead 
you.  The  caufe  which  they  defend  is  that  of  tyranny,  of  mer- 
cantile avarice,  of  ihamefiiF  and  crimiif^at  machiavelifm.  All 
thefe  aAions,  all  tliefc  views,  bear  the  nfecteflary  mark  of  their  vi- 
cious origin. 

What  has  prevented  England  fr6in  imitating  Carthskge,  which, 
in  order  to  render  the  nations  by  which  ihe  was  furrounded  more 
dependent  by  an  excefs  of  ambition  which  degraded  humanity^- 
prohibited  thofe  nations,  uhdcr  the   paift  of  death,  to  fow,  to 
plant,  to  cultivate,  to  trade,  or  to  do  any  thing  of  this  kind?— 4* 
prohibition,  the  rccoireflion  of  which  excites  ex^ration.     Is  not' 
this  the  objed  at  which  the  maritime  defpotifm  of  Great  Britafiff' 
indireQly  aims  ?     Does  (he  not  wi(h  to  engrofs  exclufively  the^ 
commerce  of  the  whole  world  r     And  what  cabinet  in  Furbpe 
could  be  fo  blind  as  not  to  feel  the  intereft  of  all  the  powers  in 
Europe  to  combat  and  to  extirpate  fo  horrible  a  nfionopoly,  aAd  to^ 
confine  to  their  ifland  the  pretended  dcfpots  who  ought  not  to  in* 
terfcre  in  the  affairs  of  the  continent  ? 

With  regard  to  you,  citizens,  the  caufe  yoii  defend  is  that  of  ^ 
liberty,  of  philanthropy,  of  glory,   of   virtue.     The  fplendour' 
of  fo  illuilrious  a  caufe  mu(l  be  rcflc£led  upon  you  and  your  tc* 
trons.    France  has  fought  by  land  for  her  independence  and  for  hef' 
natural  barriers  ;  flic  is  ubout  to  combat  for  them  on  the  fea»  not 
for  herfelf  alone,  but  in  order  to  liberate  the  ocean,  and  toemtn^ 
cipate  all  the  nations,  whicl'.  are  equally  the  vidims  of  EogliOi^ 
avarice.  , 

London  is  compared  la  Carthage  ;  the  French  might  better  be- 
compared  to  the  Romans.     But  Rome  was  too  much  a  ftranger 
to  commerce  and  the  arts.     Rome  feemed  to  be  ambitious  only  to 
conquer  the  world.     She  made  war  upon  Carthage  as  upon  a* 
rival  empire,  not  as  a  commercial  people.     How  far  more  re- 
fpedable  are  the  motives  that  in(tigate  the  conduS  of  the  Frehchl 
It  is  not  merely  the  injuries  of  feveral  ages  that  France  is  now^ 
eager  to  avenge  on  the  Englifti  government ;  it  is  for  the  intereft' 
of  Europe,  and  for  that  ofihumanity,  that  the  French  govecn^ 
ment  undertakes  to  vindicate  the   freedom  of  the  feas.     Their 
vfurpation  in  that  rcfpcd  is  unparalleled  in  hiftory  ^  and  in  thit^ 
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pcMnt  of  view  it  becomes  the  duty  of  every  nation  to  put  up^ 
WiAes  for  the  fortunate  Tuccefs  of  our  arms. 

Do  not  flirinkj  citizens,  from  a  manly  and  worthy  fulfilment 
of  your  miflion.  Let  the  pen  and  the  voice  of  the  French  nego- 
tiators co-operate  with  and  fecond  the  courage  and  the  fword  of 
our  gallant  defenders. 

The  more  the  agents  of  England  aj-e  imperious,  flirring,  and 
crafty,  the  more  you  ought  te  evince  of  reftitude,  loyally,  and 
of  that  moderation  which  exemplifies  much  more  ftrongly  that 
morofe  auflerity,  the  charafteriftic  features  of  real  power. 

Keep  a  watchful  and  jealous  eye  on  all  their  proceedings ;  pre- 
vent them  from  fucceeding  in  the  formation  of  any  new  machi- 
nations againft  the  republic.     Let  ihem  fee  that  you  incefTantly 
purfue  their  footfteps,  and  obfc^ve  every  road  they  take;  explore 
their  attempts  even  through  the  fecret  receffcs  of  cabinets ;  be 
bold  and  forward  to  face  and  attack  them  in  their  lad  entrench- 
nients.     Be  zealous  to  difcover,  and  vigilant  to  difconcert  the  dark 
iotrigucs,  the  black  calumnies,  the  perfidious  fcdudions,  and  the 
fri^jhiful  projects  which  it  is  the  ftudy  of  their  fecret  agent:y  to 
conceal.     This  agency  is  bufy    in   every    quarter,    among  our 
aro wed  enemies,  among  our  fworn  allies;  in  Italy,  in  Spain,  in 
%he  Batavian  republic ;  perhaps,  (liU  more  than  elfewhere,  in  the 
bofom  of  France  itfelf.     Relax  not  your  efforts  in  countera£ting 
their  influence,  not  by  petty  chicanery  and  dilbonourable  frauds^ 
hut  by  wife  and  well-wifhed  reprefcnlations ;   you  will  be  duly 
attended  to,  and  the   Dircdory  will  lend  its  arm  to  your  lup-' 
port. 

It  will  be  your  duty,  from  time  to  time,  to  hold  out  to  the 
miniftcrs  the  manly  energy  of  republican  language  ;  but,  how- 
ever, without  being  prod 'gal  of  means  that  mull  ftr.kc  and  de- 
cide :  be  always  prepared  to  unmaflc  to  mc  the  horrid  ir.achina- 
tiop«ot  the  infernal  genius  of  the  cabinet  of  London.  Govcrn- 
nicnt  fhould  be  acquainted  with  every  thine,  from  every  quarter, 
tod  in  due  timc-^your  refpective  inftrucfions  (liall  be  pundnally 
attended  to,  and  daily  compared,  and  thus  fubmittcd  to  the  in- 
Ipcflion  of  the  Executive  Dircci^)ry  ;  and  it  is  furcly  not  your 
*iih  that  it  fhould  learn  from  any  other  quarter  wliat  it  fhould 
fee  2nd  be  informed  of  through  the  medium  of  your  vigilance. 

As   to  what   perfonally   regards  you,    citizens,    endeavour  to 

Jnake  yourfclves  beloved,  ellcemcd,  and  refpe^Scd.      Do  not  fly  in 

'he  face  of  the  ufages,  of  the  manner*;,  or  of  the  prejudices  of 

'he  countries  where  you  refide  ;  but  whiic  you  obferve  every  thing 

'hat  is  d»je  to  decorum,  do  not   throw  off  the  cnftoms  and  the 

niin'icrs  of  republicans.    In    the   room  of  unmeaning  etiquette^ 

Aib.'hiure  that  fuavity  of  temper,  that  polite  franknefs,  which  flow 

frnm  the   foul  of  virtue,  and   from  the  confcioufnefs  of  native 

d'eniiy  w  hich  liberty  infpircs ;  aboN'c  all,  beware  of  a  vice  but 
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too  common  in  our  days,  I  mean  that  noify  and  irafcibk  fierce^ 
nefs  which,  in  a  diplomatic  charafter,  can  never  be  viewed  as  aA 
aufpicious  d  rpolition;^e  mpafured  and  guarded  in  all  your  ac- 
tions-, and  never  be  unmindful  that  impetuofity  is  not  ftrength. 

It  is  my  intention,  citizens,  to  be  more  regular  and  frequent 
in  communicating  to  you  the  views  and  notions  which  a  corre- 
fpondence  with  you  may  fugged  i  increafe,  therefore,  your  vigi- 
lance and  punQuality.  The  objedl  of  the  prefent  is  more  parti- 
cularly  to  form  between  the  agents  of  the  French*  diplomacy,  an 
adlive  and  zealous  confederacy  againft  the  lad  enemy  whom  the 
republic  has  to  fubdue,  and  thus  to  mctt  and  accompli(h  .the  ^ 
views  of  the  Diredory.  Your  firft,  and  leading  objeA  muft  every 
wheie  (how  how  little  the  Englifh  cabinet  is  worthy  of  conn* 
dence^ 

Exert  all  your  endeavours,  citizens,  in  this  main  obje^  of 
your  labours.  You  mud,  doubtlefs,  meet  with  great  dimculties, 
but. you  will,  and  know  how  to  furmount  them — be  not  dif- 
heartencd — the  army  of  England  will  remove  and  fmopthaway 
the  obdacles  that  oppofe  you.  The  country  keeps  a  fond  and 
careful  eye  upon  you.  By  exadly  conforming  to  the  fpirit  oJF . 
the.  prefent,  you  may  look  for  a  fure  fupport  to  the. union  and 
:wifdom  of  the  Executive  Direftory,  and  to  the  friendly  and  bc» 
'ncvolent  intentions  of  the  minider  who  now  addreftes  you,  by  a 
fpecial  order  of  the  Dircflory.  Health  and  fraternity. 
The  Minider  of  foreign  Rejalions, 

(Signed)  Talleyrand  {'erigoro* 


Mtjfage  from   the  Executive  Direilory  to  tfje  Council  of  Fi'Oe 

Hundred  on  the  ^th  January. 

Citizens  Reprefentatives, 

'TpHI.S  day  the  proper  officers  proceed  to  fcize  all  Engliffi 
•*"  merchandife  being  in  France,  or  introduced  into  its  terri- 
tories in  contravention  of  the  law  of  the  loth  Brumaire.  Such 
is  the  firft  aS  by  which,  fince  peac^  has  been  given  to  the  conti- 
nent, the  war,  long  declared  againd  England,  at  length  begins 
to  affume  its  re^l  charader. 

The  French  will  not  fuffer  this  power,  which  every  where  in- 
Irodoces  its  manufadures,  and  takes  nothing  of  foreign  induftry 
in  return^  longer  to  enjoy  the  fruits  of  its  wicked  fpeculations. 
Since  it  had  to  fear  the  capture  of  its  veflels,  it  has  bribed  foreign 
captains  to  take  on  board  Englifh  merchandife,  and  to  introduoq 
them  by  artifice  and  fraud  into  other  countries,  and  particubrly 
into  the  Erench  republic.  Neutral  powers  mud  have  perceived, 
that  by  this  condud  their  merchants  were  taking  part  in  the  war, 
»nd  lending  fuccour  to  one  of  the  belligerent  poM^ers.    Ncvtral 
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fvwtn  ought  to  hive  perceived  that  England,  in  eizing  the  (hips 
of  other  powers  bound  for  France,  and  fuffertng  the  circulation 
of  none  but  their  own  manufadures,  looked  to  an  exclufive  com<^ 
merce.  A  law  of  the  marine,  and  a  regulation  made  in  17041 
declare  all  fliips,  in  which  (hall  be  found  Englifh  merchandife 
belonging  to  enei^iies,  lawful  prize.  Thefe  regulations  (hould  be 
extended ;  the  intereft  of  Europe  requires  it*  The  Direfioiy 
thinks  that  it  is  urgent  and  neceffary  tQ  make  a  law  to  declare  that 
the  ftate  of  veflels,  fo  far  as  concerns  their  quality  of  neutral  or 
hoftiie,  fliall  be  determined  by  their  otfrgo,  and  that  the  cargo 
Ihall  not  be  proteded  by  the  colours ;  ai)d  confequentTy,  that 
Cferyveilel  found  on  the  fea,  having  on  board  the  produce  ot 
merchandifes  of  England,  or  of  her  poflfefTions,  for  her  cargo; 
either  in  the  whole  or  in  part,  (hall  be  declared  a  lawful  prize^. 
It  would  be  ufeful  alfo  to  declare  at  the  fame  time,  that  the  ports 
of  the  republic  (hall  be  (hut  again(i  all  foreign  ve(rels  which  (hall 
have  entered  in  their  paflfage  info  thofe  of  England.  The  Execu* 
five  Diredory  requires  of  you,  citizens  reprefentatives,  to  adopt 
thofe  meafurcs*  No  neutral  or  allied  power  can  be  miilaken  in 
their  objeA.  The  infallible  effect  of  this  meafufe  is, 'to  raifft 
I  the  value  of  the  produce  of  their  foil  and  of  their  induftry,  to 
incrcafe  the  profperity  of  their  commerce,  to  rejeft  every  thing 
coming  from  England^  and  influence  ellentialiy  the  termination 
of  ttiie  war. 

Such  are  the  motives  which  induce  the  Executive  Directory  to 
invite  you,  citizens  reprefentatives,  to  take  the  objedl  gf  thfs 
mcflfage  into  your  immediate  confideration. 

(Signed)  Barra$,  Prefident. 

Lacaroe,  Sec.  Gen* 
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Pr&claMiUion  of  the  Execufive  Diredfory  to  the  French  Nation. 
Citizens,  PariSf  ijth  Nivofey  Jan.  6,  6th  Tear. 
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^HE  legiflative  body  has  this  moment  confecrated  the  patriotic 
vow  offered  up  to  the  Diredory  by  the  merchants  of  PariSj 
by  piibliihing  the  law  relative  to  the  Engli(h'  loan.  The  Execu-* 
five  Dire£kory  is  now  about  to  recall  to  your  minds  the  motives 
which  ought  to  intereft  every  individual  in  the  fuccefs  of  this 
fure. 
Citizens>  conquerors  of  Europe— there  -only  remains  to  tri- 
ph  over  one  enemy,  whofe  dominion  is  over  the  fea,  and 
whofe  power  pretends  to  (hut  you  from  it. 

The  agriculture  of  France,  its  commerce,  its  induftry,  all  is 
viefted  from  you  by  the  £ngli(h,  who  block  up  your  ports, 
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Yc  in  p«rt?cular,  French  traders,  raanufaAurerSy  yc  Vfho  are 
employed  iu  th^  maritime  departments  and  in  the  great  com- 
munes,  fecond  by  your  zeal  the  example  which  has  been  fet  by 
the  merchants  of  Paris.  Do  you  hear  the  miniftcr  of  Gre?it  Bri- 
tain, who  informs  you,  with  the  moft  vain-glorious  infolcnce, 
that  the  trade  of  England  is,  with  rcfpeffc  to  that  of  France,  as 
the  proportion  of  eighteen  to  one ;  that  the  imports  and  exports 
amount  in  France  but  to  400|000,ocx^,  whilA  thofc  in  England 
exceed  feven  milliards  ? 

Have  you  a  moment  to  lofe  in  putting  a  period  to  the  calcula^ 
tions  of  Briti(h  avarice  ?  France  has  been  compelled  temporarily 
to  (acrifice  its  credit  to  the  fuccefs  of  the  war.  Now  viftory 
ought  to  repay  thofe  facrifices,  and  reiiore  at  once  that  portion  of 
wealth  and  rank  w  hich  the  extent  of  its  territory,  its  population^ 
Jtscoafts,  and  its  rivers,  entitle  it  te  hold  among  commercial  na^ 
tions.  Mod  elleemed  merchants,  think  of  this !  Lay.  the  found- 
ation of«  your  riches  on  the  credit  of  the  nation.  You  behold 
the  government  prohibiting  Englifli  goods  and  merchandifesi 
whiltt  it  is  eager  to  open  new  fources  for  French  induftry*  The 
caufe  is  your  own.  What  you  do  to  promote  the  war,  you  do 
for  yourfelves,  for  the  fuccefs  of  your  trade,  for  the  intcreft  of 
your  families,  and  for  the  benefit  of  your  pofterity. 

Citizens  of  every  degree,  think  what  great  cffefts  will  refult 
from  the  efforts  you  are  about  to  make  to  humble  and  punifh  the 
cabinet  of  London.  F'or  ages  has  England  troubled  the  repofe  of 
Europe :  its  reftlefs  genius  has  tormented  the  whole  continent 
from  which  it  imagines  iifclf  invincibly  fcparated.  French- 
men, teach  this  ifle  that  it  is  not  inacceluble  becaufe  it  is  infu*. 
lated,  and  dedroy  within  its  bofom  thofe  mifcries  which  it  has 
extended  to  your  own  dwellings.  England  once  vanquiflied,  a 
perpetual  peace  will  be  firmly  eftabli(hed,  and  the  balance  of 
Europe  will  remain  invariable ;  for  the  French  republic,  too 
mighty  to  be  attacked,  will  have  no  inducement  to  attack  others : 
it  will  be  too  powerful  to  be  aduated  by  ambition,  and  it  will 
not  feel  the  defire  of  going  beyond  its  limits. 

This  we  may  affure  you  of — triumph  over  the  Enelifli,  and  yon 
give  peace  to  yourfelves  and  your  defccndants.  lou  bcftow  it 
even  on  the  whole  human  race.  Your  battles  will  be  the  lad 
that  fhall  be  fought.  It  is  yoii  who  will  flop  the  career  of  mili- 
tary glory,  and  in  future  the  heroes  of  France  will  have  no  rivab 
to  contend  with. 

But  it  is  not  fudicient  to  talk  to  you  of  glory.  •  The  French 
revolution,  diverted  from  itscourfc  by  fo  many  obftaclesi  endea- 
vours to  rteover  its  fource^  \Vc  ought  never  to  forget  that  the 
principle  on  which  it  fet  out  was  philofophy,  its  obje4£l  liberty ; 
and  that  its  defenders  have,  above  all,  taken  up  arms  for  the 
happinefs  of  nations.     You  dcfire  to  overthrow  the  dominion  of 

the 
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th^cabinet  of  London,,  but  you  do  not  ui(h  to  enflave  the  £ng« 
liih.     After  the  infallible  fuccefs  of  the  arms  of  the  republic, 
the  people  of  England  rely  on  you  for  relief  from  thofe  enor«. 
mous  taxes  which  weigh  down  the  inhabitants  of  its  cities  and 
the  cultivators  of  its  fields. 

Hafte,  citizens,  to  convince  this  nation  that  you  feparatc  it 
from  that  hatred  ^lone  due  to  its  oppreifors.  May  Frenchmen, 
ever  loyal,  and  ever  invincible,  become  in  England  at  once  the 
conquerors  of  the  miniftry  and  the  faviours  of  the  citizens — the 
vanquiOiers  of  the  court,  and  the  liberators  of  the  people. 

Do  not  believe  that  the  Englifli,  if  free,  would  hefitatc  to 
demand  a  glorious  peace.  The  Engli(h  themfclves  compare  the 
machiavelifm  of  their  own  government  to  the  loyalty  of  the 
French  republic.  They  have  themlclvcs  admired  the  moderation 
of  the  French  republic  in  its  treaty  with  Auflria,  They  knqvr 
that  in  the  ftruggle  which  their  government  forces  them  to  renew, 
\vhatev€r  may  be  the  event,  the  chances  are  decidedly  againfl 
England.  If  France  is  viftorious  in  its  firft  attack,  the  govern- 
ment of  Great  Biiiain  falls  under  the  weight  of  an  immenfc 
debt«  If  any  rcverfe  of  fortune  retards  your  fuccefs,  the  Eng- 
liih  will  fee  that  nothing  can  abate  your  courage,  or  weary  your 
perfeverancc.  The  longer  the  efforts  of  France  fhall  be  pro* 
-longed,  the  more  will  its  debt  for  indemnity  accunuilate,  and 
Europe  knows  that  debt  muft  be  paid  fooner  or  later. 

What  in  faft  has  been  the  refult  of  that  formidable  league 
which  the  cabinet  of  St.  James's  organizes  againfl  you  at  Pilnirz? 
They  have  forced  you  to  fight  for  your  independence.  They 
have  difputcd  with  you  the  poflTcflion  of  Belgium  ;  you  have,  in 
defending  it,  conquered  Lombardy ;  by  defending  Lombardy^ 
yoQ  hare  made  the  Rhine  the  limit  of  France.  The  war  com- 
menced againfl  you  in  1792,  at  forty  leagues  from  Paris — in  1797 
you  terminated  it  within  thirty  leagues  of  Vienna.  Every  impe- 
diment thrown  in  the  way  of  peace  has  given  the  fignal  for  new 
vi&ories. 

O  Frenchmen,  of  every  defcription,  the  Englifh  have  done 
you  eflential  injury!  Tlielr  cabinet  has  excited  your  internal 
dtfcords;  it  is  that  which  has  raifed  Europe  againfl  you  t  it  is 
that  which  has  armed  you  one  againfl  another.  Turn  yotir  arms 
againft  it ;  march  to  London.  There  you  will  extirpate  the  caufe 
of  your  mifcries.  At  London  you  will  find  peace  abroad,  and 
the  end  of  your  troubles.  Having  no  other  enemies  to  conquer, 
jrou  will  only  have  to  think  of  founding  your  republic  on  the 
bails  of  repofe  and  happinefs. 

You  have  run  a  long  career  ;  another  flruggle  yet  remains,  and 

'  the  objed  is  attained.      Certain   precautions  already  announce 

ri&ory.      The  power  of  cnthufiaf^m  has  no  limits  in   France. 

To  prophcfy  your  fuccefs,  mcafure  your  will.     Youf  enemies 
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have  but  one  hope,  which  is,  to  agitate  your  minds^  if  theyean, 
to  difcourage  you,  and  todifunite  yon.  It  is  in  your  own  minds 
they  wifli  to  fight  with  you.  In,  other  refpefls  you  have  nothing 
to  tear.  Prove  to  them  by  the  efFeft  that  you  are  aduated  but 
by  one  fcn|imcnt.  Let  every  one  be  eager  to  contribute  to  a  great 
national  undertaking;  let  every  one,  according  to  his  refourcesy 
intereft  himfelf  in  the  propofed  fubfcription.  May  yo^ir  eager- 
nefs  to  fill  this  loan  be  a  pledge  of  that  terrible  rapidity  with 
which  the  expedition  will  be  carried  on  ;  and  be  afTured,  that  even 
at  the  report  of  this  unanimous  movement,  the  cabinet  of  Lon- 
don will  be  already  vanquifhcd. 

The  Executive  Diredory  decrees,  that  this  proclamation  (hall 
be  printed,  poded,  read,  and  publiihed  in  all  the  communes  of 
the  republic.     It  (hall  be  inferted  in  the  bulletin  of  the  laws. 

The  minifters  of  juitice  and  the  interior  arc  to  give  an  ac- 
count of  its  publication  to  the  Executive  Dirc£lory. 

(Signed)  P.  Bar R AS,  Prefident.* 

Laqarde,  Secretary  General. 
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Liberty,    Equality. 

Tffc  Commijfary  of  the  Executive  Direilory  at  the  municipal  AdmU 
niftration  of  the  Canton  of  Calais^  to  the  Inhabitants  of  that  Can* 
ton. 

Citizens, 

'TpHE  viflorious  French  republic  no  longer  apprehends  danger 
•*■    from  its  enemies  without. 

The  coalition  being  dcftroyed,  leaves  England  expofed  to  her 
mercy  ;  that  power  alone,  after  having  fupported  each  of  the 
yanquilhed  powers  in  their  turn — after  having  rent  France  with 
inte(line  commotions,  will  now  fuftain  the  whole  w^eight  of  her 
indignation  and  of  her  vengeance.  The  money  which  (he  has 
lavished,  and  which  Ihc  yet  continues  to  lavilh,  will  not  favc  her 
from  the  fword  of  the  republicans,  and  it  is  this  fword  which  will 
foon  avenge  the  caufc  of  all  Europe,  of  violated  principle  and  of 
liberty  trodden  under  feet.  Its  corrupt  and  tyrannical  govern- 
ment will  give  place  to  that  which  the  oeople  of  England,  wor- 
thy, no  doubt,  of  freedom,  (hall  fubditute  to  it,  and  be- 
fore the  trees  fhall  have  their  firft  leaves  on  them,  the  tri-co- 
loured  ftandard,  floating  on  the  Britifli  foil,  (hall  remind  them  of 
what  they  were  and  what  they  ought  to  be. 

But  in  the  moment  of  fixing  for  ever  the  deftinies  of  the-firft 
republic  in  the  world,  the  government,  turning;  its  attention  to 
home,  is  no  longer  difpofed  to  leave  the  internal  enemies  of  the 
ftate  any  rcafon  to  hope  for  fuccefs,  and  is  determined  to  deftroj 
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them;  not  becaufe  it  {s  apprehehHve  of  their  efForts, , but  becaufe 
they  weaken  the  public  fpirit,  and  becaufe  it  is  time  to  give  to 
the  ftate  all  that  energy  which  has  been  vainly  attempted  to  be 
deftroyed.  Government  wiihes  to  rally  all  the  friends  of  their 
country  and  ot  liberty  by  republican  inftitutions  ;  becaufe  repub- 
lican inllitutions  alone  can  give  energy  to  the  public  mind,  and 
operate  within,  what  its  vidorious  arms  have  eflPeded  without. 

Awaken,  then,  republicans  of  this  canton,  from  your  flum* 
bcrs ;  you  efpecially,  patriots  of  1789,  who  do  not  confound  li- 
berty with  licence,  and  the  laws  with  anarchy.     This  is  the  mo- 
ment in  which  you  muft  confolidate  your  work,  and  fix  for  ever 
the  fate  of  France.     Rife  from  yonr  depreflion,  fecond  the  efforts 
of  1  government  which  is  perpetually  triumphant — agovcrnmeatt 
which  on  the  4th  of  September  deltroyed  the  hopes  of  the  royalift 
fa&ion,  and  fixed  peace,  and  fecured    liberty  on  the  moft   un- 
fluken  bafis.     Dare  to  avow  your  principles  opei^ly  ;  dare  to  caU 
yourfelves  republicans  ;  and  may  this  title,  hitherto  unfavourably  *< 
regarded,  ''become  henceforth  an  honourable  title ;  and  may  thofe 
who  do  not  deferve  to  ftiare  it  with  you,  at  lead  learn  to  be  filcnt. 
Officers  of  government!  it  is  to  you  in  particular  that  I  ad-* 
dre(s  myfelf.     Remember  the  republic  will  only  be  ferved  by 
tbofe   who  are  the  friends  of  liberty.     Remember  there  is  no 
longer  any  room  to  temporize,  and  that  you  mud  frankly  (how 
yeurfelves  to  be  what  you  are.     If  there  are  any  among  you  who 
are  not  devoted  to  the  caufe  of  liberty,  remember  that  of  'all 
kinds  of  hafenefs  it  is  the  greateft  to  receive  pay  and  maintenance 
and  to  hold  a  place  under  a  government  which  you  dcteft,  and 
the  ^ieilruSion   of   which    you  are   defirous    to    bring    about. 
Quit  your  (ituations  before  you  are  driven  from  them,  and  lay 
■  afide  a  ma(k,  which  fooner  or  later  will  be  torn  from  you. 

Zealous  officers  of  the  republic,  it  is  on  you  that  the  republic 
particularly  relies,  and  on  your  example  and*  your  influence,  to 

S'te  vigour  to  the  public  mind.  Employ  in  your  offices  none  but  ^ 
e  partifans  of  liberty,  and  dlfcard  thofe  who  have  fignalized  ' 
ihcinrelves  by  contrary  opinions.  Scrupuloufly  obferve  the  days 
of  repofe,  and  let  your  offices  be  clofe  (hut  on  thofe  days,  and  do 
yOD  jouifelves  afiemble,  together  with  the  magiftrates,  in  the 
temple  of  the  laws,  there  to  be  prefent  at  the  promulgation  of 
fte  new  decrees  and  orders  of  government,  to  hear  the  recital  of 
their  triumphs,  the  fongs  compofed  on  their  victories,  ^nd  the 
civic  difcourfes,  which  are  10  encourage  and  give  (Irength  to  the 
kre  of  the  country. 

Government  requires  that  I  (hould  acquaint  them  with  the  con- 
iatt  of  thofe  who  zSt  contrary  to  thefe  inflruAions ;  and  I  notify 
to  youj  that   I  (hall  neither  betray  the  truth  nor  negled  my 
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You  (\*o,\vliohave  been  included  in  the  requifition,  and  have  been 
ible,  by  means  of  the  ekccptions  which  government  has  thought 
proper  to  make,  to  prefcrve  yourfelves  at  home  with  your  fami- 
licb,  Ihould  recollcft,  that  the  favour  you  have  met,  renders  it 
particularly  incumbent  on  you  to  rcfpeft  government^  and  to 
aflift  it  by  combating  the  enemies  at  home,  while  your  brave 
comrades  arc  engaged  ih  contending  with  thofe  abroad* 

Ciii7/:ns  or  all  clafies ;  at  the  commencement  of  hoftilitie^ 
againii  England,  thcfi;  coails  arc  about  to  be  covered  with  the 
numerous  battalions  of  the  conquerors  of  Italy, — Welcome  thefe 
brave  defenders,  and  receive  them,  with  honours;  obfcrve  their 
rounds  y  remember  the  afts  of  valour  which  they  have  per- 
iDrmcU — remember,  that  half  naked,  in  want  of  every  thing, 
and  for^ctti>  ;^'  that  they  had  relations  and  children,  and  confider- 
ing  only  -Kat  their  country  and  liberty  were  threatened,  they  fe- 
curcd  tht.c  bIclTings  by  their  blood — remember  that  they 'daily 
braved  death,  while  you,  quietly  at  home,  were  contented  to 
read  the  details  of  their  victories  by  your  fire-fide. — Render  them 
chcn  that  tribute  of  grati^.udc  which  they  have  a  right  to  expe£t— i 
applaufe,  at  Ical^,  you  owe  them. 

They  indeed  may  fpeak  of  their  country  and  of  liberty — they 
know  what  they  have  done  for  them,  and  may  confidcr  them  a$ 
their  own  work,  fince,  without  their  efforts,  neither  the  one  nor 
tlie  other  would  have  been  in  exigence.  It  is  by  uniting  your- 
fetv  to  thefc  men  that  you  will  learn  to  appreciate  the  valu6  <9f 
tti^ie  great  blelFings,  liberty  and  the  republic.  As  to  you  who 
abhor  thefe  benefits- — you  efpecially,  ftrangers,  to  whom  the  re- 
public affords  an  afylum — you,  too,  whom  paffions,  prejudice, 
qnd  refcntments,  render  infcnfible  to  her  glory  and  to  her  tri- 
umphs, who  daily  pour  forth  your  guilty  wiOies  for  her  over- 
throw, whom  the  memory  of  paft  horrors  cannox  deter— who- 
ever you  be,  and  wherever  you  exift,  be  careful  not  to  miflake 
the  indulgence  of  government  for  wcaknefs.  1  give  you  notice, 
that  the  end  of  this  indulgence  is  at  hand;  and  remember/  that 
the  power  which  has  deflroyed  all  the  kings  of  Europe  can  with 
a  breath  annihilate  you. 

Internal  enemies!  believe  that  government  knows  and  lees 
every  thing  ;  clubs,  taverns,  and  places  of  public  entertainment, 
nothing  can  efcape  their  vigilance.  Awaken  ail  of  you  from 
vour  error:  y^^'tj  efpecially  who  have  fuffered  yotirfelves  to  be  cor- 
rupted by  perfidious  influence,  return  to  (hofe  fcntiments  which 
you  owe  your  country,  and  draw  that  line  between  you  and  the 
accents  of  England  which  can  alone  proteft  you,  can  enfiire  you 
faCety,  and  hinder  you  from  fharing  the  punifhment  which 
liv.aits  all  men  who  feek  to  thwart  its  projedls. 

Citizens  of  all  clalTcs,  I  (hould  betray  you  were  I  to  conceal  a 
crici  trtith.     In  fpitc  of  my  conftanl  efforts  to  diftinguilh  the 
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tnaft  of  the  inhalNtaiits  of  Calais  from  Tome  individuals,  perhaps 
more  imprudent  than  culpable,  I  have  not  been  able  to  prevent 
government  roiftruiling^this  commune;  I  have  not  been  able  to 
prevent  them  from  cotifidering  it  in  an  unfavourable  point  of 
view^  and  from  fufpeAing  that  there  are  a  number  of  individuals 
in  it  whooppofe  its  meafurcs,  who  regret  the  monarchical  fyilem, 
and  who,  devoted  to  perfidious  England,  arc  ready  to  ailiil  the 
views  of  thyat  power*  **  We  are  in  poflcilion/'  fays  the  Direc- 
tory, in  its  letter  to  me,  <<  of  the  clue  of  this  plot,  and  we  al- 
ready know  part  of  the  truth,  that  the  public  fpirit  is  corrupted 
among  you,  and  you  alone.  You,  commiiTary,  in  whom  wc 
have  placed  confidence,  you  alone,  among  thefe  numerous  denun- 
ciations, caanot  find  one  guilty  perfon.  What  are  you  about  ?^ 
We  lemind  vou  of  your  duties,  and  of  yojiir  oathJ' 

No,  m/ fellow-citizens,  I  profefs  it  loudly — no,  you  are  not 
given  up  to  perfidious  England.  Its  gold  has  not  corrupted  you  ; 
puUic  fpirit  is  not  extingui/hed  among  you  ;  and  if  the  Englifh 
iftho  threatened  the  walls  of  Dunkirk,  Thould  have  come  to  prcfent 
tbemCetves  befois  the  memorable  gates  of  Calais,  it  is  then  that 
the  world  would  have  been  convinced  that  if  fome  among  you 
were  formerly  devoted  to  a  king,  you  would  all  have  been  xor 
folved  to  perifh,  in  order  to  prefcrve  liberty  and  the  republic. 

No  I  both  of  them  are  for  ycu  the  only  obje£l  of  your  wi flies 
^nd  of  your  IbUcitudc.  You  hsve  proved  this,  by  the  numerous 
facrificcs  which  you  have  already  made,  and  you  may  hereafter 
make.  No — no,  you  arc  not  Englifhmcn ;  you  are  French- 
men— you  are  cv<:n  republicans.  I  undertake  to  convince  go- 
vernment that  it  has  been  dcrcivcd. 

At  this  moment,  when  the  armies  approach,  when  the  go- 
vernment is  making  every  preparation  for  invafion,  you  muft| 
citizens,  remove  every  fufpicion,  by  breaking  off  all  connexion 
Aod  communication  with  the  country  which  the  republic  is  about 
to  attack,  and  cover  with  its  arms :  you  will  avoid  every  corre- 
fpondence,  which,  though  really  innocent,  might  excit^  the  jca- 
loufy  of  the  government,  and  canfc  intentions  to  be  afcribicd  to 
yOM  which  you  have  not,  and  wliich  you  arc  far  from  entertain- 
ing. This  fs  one  facriticc  more,  but  it  is  time  to  make  [t;  and 
you  will  make  it  readily,  hecaufe  it  is  indifpenfabie  ;  bccaufe,  by 
lb  doing,  you  will  prevent  new  inliniiations  from  occafioning  new 
errors;  bccaufe  it  will  be  one  }:roaf  more  of  your  devotion  and 
your  civifm. 

A  patriotic  loan  is  now  opened  at  Paris,  rn  order  to  accele- 
rate the  approaching  invafion.  Already  have  the  adminWlrations 
and  the  body  of  merchants  at  Paris  fubfcribcJ  fevcral  millions. 
A  number  of  individuals  in  the  depariments  arc  hallcning  to  toU 
low  this  example.     You  will  no  doubt  imitate  them. 

Vol.  VII.  K  Govgrn- 
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Government  has  left  it  to  the  merchants  of  Paris  to  fix  themt 
felves  the  moft'fpecdy  mode  of  repayment ;  and  they  will  themf 
iclves  ailift  the  operation  of  it,  whfch,  as  far  as  it  appears  ^ 
prefcnt,   is  by  the  pioduce  of  the  poftage  of  Calais. 

You  v/il«  join  yoai  offering  to  mine  of  lOO  franks^  which  I 
propole  to  add  td  thofe  already  made.  I  ihall  tranfmit  it  to  the 
municipal  adminiflrawon;  vho  w  ill  keep  an  account  of  the  names 
of  the  lenders.  1  he  vl^^l^  fum  will  be  fent  ofl^  from  Calais  in 
ten  days,  and  you  will  pr  ;ve,  that,  fo  far  from  the  gold  of  Eng*^ 
land  being  all-pf»wcrfiil  with  you,  you  can  yourfelves  lay  down 
money  to  humiliate  and  reduce  it. 

I  repeat  it  again,  fecond  my  efforts :  do  not  reduce  me  to  the 
cruel  alternative  of  being  obliged  either  to  ufe  feverity  in  the 
performance  of  my  duty,  or  to  betray  it  by  a  culpable  induU 
l^ence.  May  I  always  be  happy  enough  to  be  able  to  prad^im 
the  civifm  and  the  virtues  of  my  fellow-^citizens,  and  never  UA- 
happy  Enough  to  profecute  the  guilty  at  the  expenfe  of  my  own 
.  feelings. 
'  No !  citizens  of  Calais,  you  will  dill  be  what  you  always 
have  been— the  friends  of  the  country,  of  liberty,  of  equalityj 
and  of  the  conflitution;  and  you  will  always  gladly  exciaimi 
yipe  la  republique  ! 

I      »  .   . 

(Signed)         Pigault-Maubaillarcq^ 

Commiffary  of  the  Executive  Diiedory. 


Refolution  fropofed  by  Fillers  to  the  Council  of  Five  Hun^red^   and 
(Ldoptedy  refpe£ling  Skips y  on  the  nth  January. 

I.  TT^HE  fituation  of  all  Ihips  and  veflels,  with  regard  to  their 
quality,  as  neuter  or  enemies,  (hall  hereafter  be  deter« 
mined  by  their  cargoes  ;  therefore,  every  vcffel  found  at  fca, 
laden,/  or  partly  laden,  with  the  produce  or  merchandife  of 
England,  or  of  any  of  its  poflefTions,  is  declared  a  lawful 
prize,  whoever  be  the  proprietor  of  the  faid  produce  or  met« 
phandife. 

•  a.  No  foreign  veffel,  which  in  the  courfe  of  her  voyage  may 
have  entered  an  Englifli.  port,  (hall  be  permitted  to  enter  any 
port  of  the  republic,  unlefs  fhe  be  in  diftrefs  \  in  which  cafe,  (he 
ihall  be  obliged  to  fail  as  foon  as  the  caufes  of  her  idiftrefs  IhaU 
liaye  ceaf(.d. 

'  3.  'litis  refolution  (hall  be  fent  to  the  Council  of  Ancients^  by 
a  rnelfcr.gtr  ot  iVute. 

[The  Council  of  Ancients  approved  of  the  refolution.! 
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Keperff  by  RioUf  to  ihi  Council  of  Fhe  HunJrid,  ^  Ptwutcfe  fjanz 
7,4)9.  refpi^ing  the  Treatment  of  French  Prif oners  in  England*. 

T7OUR  committee  has  executed  a  mod  painful  taflc.  ^hey 
*  arc  now  to  place  before  your  eyes  a  feries  of  crimes  at  which 
they  have  already  (huddered — -to  demand  vengeance,  in  the 
name  of  outraged  humanity,  again  (I  the  Engl  ifli  government — to 
intereftj  while  they  wound,  your  feelings — and,  irv  fin&,  to  oiFer 
thofe  means  which  they  regsTrd  as  efFedual  for  faving  the  nearly 
exhauftcd  lives  of  22|000  republicans,  entombed  in  the  dungeon^ 
of  England. 

The  Englifh  government  has  heaped  the  meafure  of  oppref- 
fioo,  and  the  cries  of  death  are  raifed  againd  it  from  the  four 
quarters  of  the  globe.     It  has  every  where  fuftained,  by  guilty 
means,  a  power  firft  eftablifhed  by  corruption  or  by  trcafon.     It 
fecms  to  wifli  that  rivers  (houli  not  flow  but  for  the  ufe  of  Eng- 
land— that  the  iVas  (hould  bear  their  veflcls  only,  and  that  all  the 
prrii2udions  of  ?he  Ntw  World,  and  «f  the  dKtant  regions  of  Hin- 
Aii^an,  (hould  become  the  prey  and  the  alimcnl  uf  h(  r  univerfal 
cocnotcrce.     In  <:]»preirev!  India,  not  a  ftep  can  be  taken  without 
difcovciing  the  train  of  i  i:;'.li(h  guilt.      In  that  fair  country, 
favoured  uf  heaven,  but  dcfoiaicd  by  mjm,  the  Ene:lifli  gave,  a 
fevr  years  ago,  a  dreadful  example  how  far  dcfpotifm  may  go, 
f      "vvben  joined  with  avarice  and  inhumanity.     To  obtain  the  mcf- 
chandife  of  India  at  a  better  rate  for  England,  the  company  of  rhe 
latter  coined  rupees  of  gold  to  the  amount  of  feveral  millions,  but 
into  ^vhich  there  entered  at  lead  two-thirds  of  alloy.     Thus  the 
'^rc'.chcd  inhabitants  were  deceived  and  robbed  in  their  falcs.  But 
fwR  after  the  Englifli  had  put  this  falfc  money  into  circulation, 
the}  perceived  that  they  muft  fufFcr  themfclvcs,  from  its  return  in 
th;:  way  of  commerce  and  of  contribution.     The  Indians^wcre, 
therefore,  ordered  to  exchange  thcfe  gold  for  fiKcr  n.pecs.    They 
ca.T.c  with  confidence  to  make  this  exchange,   wi.cn  the  money 
^hich  u^s  fabricated  to  rob  them  was  taken  only  at   its  a<:?uat 
vjiuc — an  immenfe  lofs  to  the  oppreflcJ — as  great  a  gain  to  their 
opprdfors. 

A  ihort  time  afterwards,  Bengal  was  afHifled  with  an  horrible 
d/cught.  Rice  grew  only  in  fomc  parts,  and  there  in  a  fmall 
quantity.  Of  this  the  Eugliih  took  po{rt'nir)n  ;  thty  monopoli/c-d 
wi'h  avidity  whatever  pnjvifion  was  to  be  found,  and  held  it  in 
rtlcr\c  f<.r  thcmfcl*  cs  and  their  fcpoys.  Thus  fccurc,  tf.cy  dif-* 
diiiicJ  to  attend  to  a  numerous  people,  who  were  threatened  with 


•  l\.c  ^•^:•l  fh  povrrnmciit  jnib!  fhed  an  account  ot"  fhcir  irr;»*niCMt  of 
Fr-  ■  r.  {':;<■;•.  rs,  v.li;ch  oiii  i.ai.is  u.Il  lind  in  a  fi:'..iix}ucni  part  ot  x\\.3 
»o'  I    *-,  j'ii  ^liith   provcil  l!ic  al-e^ations  of  Fraiiu;  to   be  loially  iin- 
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the  approach  of  fa'mihe.  It  ctaie,  accottiptoied  by  icCfzitf  aiv| 
followed  by  the  moft  fearful  of  deaths.  For  many  days  the  In- 
dians) confumed  by  hunger,  but  dill  meek  and  fnpphant^  were 
feen  wandering  like  plaintive  ghofls  Ground  thofe  fortrtflcs  where 
their  tyrants  revelled  in  abutidarice',  A  vaft  filence  Ibon  feigned 
throughout :  arid  the  public  ways  attd  places  were  covered  with 
dead  bodieS)  and  the  rivers  rolled  thekn  by  thoufands  to  the  a(tb« 
niftied  feas !  Thra  millions  of  men  perijbed!  and  theit  wretched  rc^ 
mains,  abandoned  without  interment,  fo  corrupted  the  atttio^ 
rphere,  as  to  create  a  ptftitertce,  Which  hiad  nearly  deftroyed  thii 
unfortunate  nation! 

On  recollefling  thefe  fafls,  diftinflly  and  eloquently  dated  bj 
the  hiftorian  of  the  two  Indies  (Raynal),  we  may  refent,  but  we 
can  never  be  furprifed  at  any  coHduft  of  the  Englilh  government. 
It  is  the  exclufive  ulk  of  that  goverhment  to  deceive,  to  cbrrnpt, 
to  fow  divifions,  and  to  employ  for  their  profit  all  the  viofcnt  and 
imofl:  hateful  paflions  of  tne  human  heart.  It  is  their  talk  to 
combat  our  revolution,  after  having  contributed  to  excite  it ;  to 
avenge  the  fall  of  the  throne  which  they  had  previoufly  weakened* 
They  it  is  who  give  an  afylum  to  the  emigrants,  and  then  covtx 
them  with  humiliations — who  pretend  to  fuccour  thefe  traitors, 
and  then  confign  them  to  death,  l^hey  landed  them  at  Qiiibeironi 
and  there  not  only  abandoned  them  to  the  republican  bayonets,  bul 
^dually  fired  with  grapis-fhot  on  thofe  who  foirght  to  fave  thcm- 
felves  by  returning  to  the  veflel-s  which  they  falfely  deemed  hofpr- 
table !  It  belonged  to  that  government,  in  fine,  at  that  epoch,  fo 
glorious  for  Hoche  and  his  brave  companions  in  arms,  to  expofe 
as  privates  the  officers  of  the  ancient  royal  marine,  and,  on  their 
fall,  to  fay,  with  a  fmile  but  ill  difguifed, — "  There  the  beft 
mariners  of  France  have  periflied  !'* 

You  mud  remember,  citizens  reprefentatives,  the  misfor* 
tunes  which  marke^l  the  firft  year  of  the  republican  sera — Lyons 
in  a  ftate  of  infurrcftion — Marfeilles  agitated — Toulon  furrender* 
ed — our  magazines  dcflroyed,  and  our  /hips  either  burned  or  car- 
ried oiF  by  a  perfidious  enemy.  A  civil  war  was  then  kindled  m 
our  territory  y  and  the  rebels  were  armed  and  furniflred  with 
provifions  by  Fngiand.  The  infamous  PuifTaye,  whom  even 
emigrants  muft  hate  and  cowards  defpife — this  confidential  agent 
of  Pitt  was  tl'.en  organising  aiTadlnetion  in  the  weftem  do^ 
partmcnts. 

What  ihall  I  fjy  of  the  fufferings  of  your  colonies,  inflided 
and  paid  for  by  the  EngHili  ?  Am  I  now  to  fpeak  to  you  of  their 
Jogs^  iornicd  info  regiments,  breaded  with  fpikes,  and,  after  hat- 
ing hi^-n  Ilarvcd  for  the  purpofe,  let  loofe  among  the  ranks  of 
our  foldiers  r  . 

•    It  may  fee!:!  iiiipoffiblc  to  add  to  this  long  catalogue  of  theii 
airociiies  j  bul  the  coududl  oi  this  government  tq  their  repuMicu 
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dfoDers  adds  a  darker  (hade  to  the  pidure,  and  mufl  excite  the 
uidigaation  of  every  civilized  country. 

From  the  commencement  of  the  war,  our  prifoners  were 
iafatced.  In  defpite  of  thofe  proper  regulations  agreed  to  by  all 
BalioDSy  they  placed  indifcriminately  in  the  fame  prifon  oflicers 
Md  prirates— a  circumdance  productive  of  unplcafant  confc- 
qoencesy  and  injurious  to  difcipline.  When  objeciions  were 
tfiade  to  this  abufe,  the  agents  of  the  court  replied  with  a  Sardonic 
bailcj  *^  You  are  republicans^  you  wiih  for  equality,  and  you 
Kuft  therefore  be  treated  equally."  They  were  fearful,  how- 
cvcr^  of  reprifals,  and  foon  after  accepted  the  parole  of  our 
officers* 

Their  hatred,  however,  flill  manifcfts  itfcif  with  refpeil  to 
our  privateers;  and  certainly  not  without  reafon  ;  for  if  the 
national  marine  has  hitherto  been  in  a  (late  of  nullity ^  the  auxili- 
ary marine  of  our  crnifers  has  infliflcd  fome  fatal  blows  on  the 
Brltifli  commerce.  That  government  has,  in  confequencc,  made 
a  diftindion  between  the  officers  commanding  in  national  vefTels 
and  thofe  of  privateers.  The  latter  have  (lili  the^ melancholy  pri- 
vilege of  being  moft  ill  treated,  and  are  confined  in  the  fame 
dungeons  with  their  failors. 

We  might  make  a  volume  of  the  afls  of  cruelty  which  have 
been  infliSed  on  our  fellow-citizens,  in  the  unhealthy  prifons  in 
which  they  are  crowded.  Some  are  confined  in  old  (hips,  others 
in  ill-con(lru(Eled  huts,  where  they  are  expofed  to  damp  and  cold  : 
even  ftraw  is  refufed  to  them,  and  they  are  compelled  to  lie  in 
mire  and  ordure.  They  are  called  by  the  moft  infulting  appella- 
tions, and,  on  their  appearance  before  a  licentious  populace,  dirt 
is  flung  in  their  faces.  They  are  beaten,  and  even  (hot,  oa  the 
finalleft  pretext. 

Thefc  faSs  are  proved ;  they  are  ftated  in  a  great  number  of 
fapers  referred  to  your  committee.  Judge  of  them  by  that  1 
am  about  to  read,  and  which  is  not  of  the  moft  afHiding  tenor. 
Tbene  are  fome  of  them,  the  reading  of  which  you  could  not 
foffibly  endure. 

.    fThe  reporter  then  proceeded  to  read  a  long  letter  from  the 

ewQers  of  privateers,  captains  and  ofticers,  at  Nantz,  containing 

a  detail  of  thofe  enormities  to  which  in  his  fpeech  he  had  alluded. 

Amongft  other  inftances,  this  letter  mentioned,  that  an  Englilh 

foldier,  lor  his  amufement,  had  fired  at  a  French  prifoner,  and 

i*.'  jhot  him  dead  :  an  Engliih  commtlfary  was  fent  for,  but  inftantly 

tr    lefired,  after  coolly  faying,    **  //  is  only  a  Frenchman  /" — ^^Xgain, 

\    diat  a  female  who  had  lain  in,  was  fufFered  to  remain  for  forty- 

i    eight  hours,  without  being  able  to  procure  a  glafs  of  water! — . 

r    •*  Vengeance!"  cries  the  reporter,  "  vengeance  againft  this  cruel 

p    gOTcrnment!''     The  members  immediately  arofe,  waved   their 
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hats,  and  in  concert  with  the  galleries,  repeated  the  cry  of 
<*  Vengeance!*'] 

Riou  then  moved  the  following  refolutions  : 

That  the  Executive  Direftory  (hall  inftantly  lake  the  neceflkrf 
mcafures,  to  infure  the  provifionmcnt,  maintenance,  and  confo- 
lation  in  their  illnefs,  of  the  French  citizens,  now  prifoners  itf 
Enirland. 

That  they  are  authorized,  for  this  purpofc,  to  take  the  necef- 
fary  fums  from  the  moft  difpofable  part  of.  thofe  funds  which  are 
afligned  to  unforefeen  expenfes;  and^  if  this  rqfource  Ihoukl  noC 
be  fuflicicnt,  to  make  it  up  from  the  amount  of  the.  patriotic 
donations. 


7he  Batavian  Cofijiltuent  Affemlly  to  the  Batavian  People^ 

Fellow-citizens, 

'T^HE  day  has  arrived,  when,  for  the  fecond  time,  your  liberty 
■*  was  to  be  defended,  when  the  independence  of  this  republic 
ivas  to  be  protedled  againlf  the  vkolem  attacks  of  fedition^  \\hcn^ 
at  length,  the  expioflon  of  a  plan  as  baleful  as  artfully  contrived^ 
was  to  be  prevented  by  the  vigorous  mcafures  ^employed  by  your 
faithful  rcprefentatives  for  the  fafet>  of  the  country  ;  meafures^ 
without  which,  you  would  groan  under  heavier  chains  than  yoa 
had  ever  Carried  ;  mcafures  commanded  by  imperious  necedity ; 
mcafures  which  we  have  been  compelled  to  adopt  by  the  criminal 
conduft  of  thofe  men,  who,  though  enemies  to  the  fundamental 
principles  of  our  iall  revolution,  have  conftantly  combined  to  hold 
ill  their  hands  the  reins  of  govcinment  It  was  time  to  fill  up 
this  abyfs,  dug  between  the  conltitntcd  government,  and  the 
fhaptlcfs  fcderaiifm  of  fome  people  united  in  appearance,  but  each 
regarding  only  his  own  particular  intercft.  Our  couritry  has  often 
felt  the  baleful  efFecls  of  fuch  an  order  of  things :  it  is  owing  to  it, 
that  you  never  know  your  own  proper  ftrength:  it  is  to  it  that 
England  is  indebted  for  the  means  of  forming  among  you  internal 
diviiions:  it  is  it  that  has  chained  down,  nay,  that  has  even  extin- 
guidied  a  courage  other  wife  fo  intrepid,  aitd  that  patriotic  fpirit 
io  frequently  manifefted.  It  is  owing  to  it,  in  tine,  that  each 
page  of  our  annals  is  filled  with  baic^ful  events ;  and  it  is  this 
which  would  bring  us  back  infenfibly  to  the  detcflable  govern* 
n^iCnt  of  the  Stadthold^ir,  and  which  would  make  us  to  regret 
thofe  chains  which  we  have  broken,  with  the  alfii^ance  of  our 
faithful  allies,  and  at  the  price  of  the  greateft  faciitices.  It  was 
time  to  remove  all  obilacles,  and  to  organize  every  tiling  necefTary 
for  the  attainment  of  a  fixed  order  of  things.  It  was  time  to  put 
an  end  to  that  ftate  of  confufion  and  uncertainty,  vihich  for  three 
years  has  (lopt  up  the  fources  of  our  happincfs,  and  coududcd  us 
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to  the  brink  of  the  precipice  which  we  have  jiift  this  moment 
itCaped.     It  was  time  todirefl  our  attemion  to  a  danger,  which 
cbe  patience  and  indulgence  of  the  French  people  fo  long  endured, 
whofe  attachment  is  not  coolpd,   notwithdanding   the  intrigues 
employed  by  a  wicked  fadion  to  alienate  them  from  us.     It  was 
time  to  render  illufive  all  the  attacks  upon  your  liberty,  attacks 
which  were  every  day  renewed.     It  was  time  to  redder  ufelefs 
the  plans  of  thofe  who,  with  a  view  of  felf -aggrandizement,  have 
fsndoivoured  lo  fupport  the  federal  regime j  and  to  render  the  revo- 
lution, fo  falutary  in  its  principles,  not  only  iliufory  for  you,  but 
even  pernicious  in  its  effeds.     It  was  time  that  the  oath,  which 
vas  made  for  the  fafety  of  the  country — an  oath,  which  many 
pronounced  ^vith  a  falfc  heart— an  oath  lately  renewed  in  your 
prefence,  (hould  be  realized  by  your  true  friends.     For  thofe, 
then,  who  have  no  objeA  but  the  general  good,  and  to  point  out 
to  the  country  the  means  of  repairing  the  evils  which  cunning  and 
treafon  have  caufed ;  for  thofe,  then,  there  is  no  other  line  of 
condud  to  adopt,  but  to  deprive  thofe  wicked  beings  of  the  means 
fd  injuring  you  again.     The  plan  of  eftablifliing  the  reign  of 
fome  patrician  families  upon  -the  ruins  of  the  government  of  the 
Siadlholder,  by  attempting  to  opprefs  the  real  friends  of  their 
icountry,  of  extinguithing  their  courage,  and  depriving  them  of 
Arength  to  oppofe  tyranny  ;  the  plan  of  fubjefling  you  to  the  in- 
fiipportable  yoke  of  an  elective  ariftocracy,  under  the  name  of  a 
[  popular  government  by  reprefentation,  and  making  you  embrace 
a  fliameful  ilavery,  by  giving  you  nothing  but  the  (hadow  of  . 
Jiberty— this  wicked  plan,  fo  clearly  exprefTed  in  the  form  of 
Ae  conftitution  which  you  have  juil  reje^ed,  was  never  loft  fight 
of;  on  the  contrary,  it  became  more  and  more  dear  to  all  its  ad-  - 
krems;   and  the  only  difference  between  it  and  the  attempts 
kithcrto  made  for  the  fame  purpofe,  is  an  increafe  of  artifice  and 
violence.     It  was  referved  for  the  French  republicans  to  fecond 
tlie  projects  of  true  republicans,  to  extricate  you  a  fecond  time 
from  the  gulf  into  which  they  would  have  plunged  you.     We  had 
■o  alternative  between  the  laft  political  crifis  and  the  profpe£l  of 
IJKing  liberty  for  ever  enchained;  and  what  patriot  could  hefitate 
a  moment  in  his  choice?     Yes,  Batavians,  we  are  feen  in'  the 
Cniel  neceffity  of  putting  in  a  (late  of  arreft  feveral  members  of 
your  reprefentative  aiTembly,  and  of  removing  others  from  the 
mrernment,  not  with  a  view  to  injure  them,  or  profccute  them 
m  their  condudi,  for  we  are  too  well  convinced  of  the  baneful 
.pmfequences  of  a  reign  of  terror ;  bur  to  prevent  them  from  un- 
i'.^trmining  the  foundations  of  our  laft  political  revolution,  and,  by 
^eftroying  all  obftacUs,  to  dirc6l  your  attention  to  a  regular  order 
.nf  things,  for  the  puipnfc  of  dtftroying  defpotifm,  and  ihiittingj 
.Mt  allaccefs  to  anarchy  ;  a  meafure  which  will  cement  the  faftty 
fC  tbf  B4tavian  republjc,  and  render  it  as  ufcful  to  its  allies,  as 
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formidable  to  its  enemies.  Do  we  offer  you  an  exaggerated  piAure 
of  the  Hate  of  things?  Have  v/c  recourfe  to  calumny  to  inrpiic 
you  with  hatred  towards  honed  men  ?  Or,  do  we  render  homage 
lo  truth  r  The  attacks  upon  civil  liberty,  are  they  not  manifeftf 
Are  not  the  protcflion  and  favour "(hown  to  the  Houfe  of  Orange 
well  known  ?  Was  it  not  enough  to  be  a  patriot,  to  be  defpifed 
and  rcjcfled  ?  Have  they  neglefled  any  means  of  deftroying 
public  fpirit  ?  And  has  not  the  organization  of  the  troops  oi  the 
land  been  a  long  time  the  fource  of  complaints  ?  Have  th^y  not 
endeavoured  in  your  reprefentative  aflemblies  to  defend  the  com- 
mittee of  union?  Have  not  fevcral  of  your  governors  (hamefully 
combated  the  lenity  of  the  republic  ? — the  fole  means  of  rendering 
us  happy  at  home,  and  powerful  abroad.  Have  they  not  retarded 
by  every  pofTible  means  the  formation  of  the  national  guard,  that 
bulwark  of  liberty,  ns  formidable  to  defpots  as  falutary  to  the 
happincfs  of  the  people  ? 

Is  not  commerce  with  our  natural  enemy  tolerated  ?  What  do 
y^e  fayr — Is  it  not  protedcd,  in  defpite  of  the  laws?  Is  k  not 
fuifcred,  in  various  places,  to  employ  the  armed  force,  to  (lifle 
the  voice  of  the  citizens,  and  to  maintain  with  vigour  an  inlblent 
defpotifm  ?  Have  they  not  employed  the  trcafures  of  the  nation, 
thofc  trcafures  amafled  at  the  price  of  your  fweat  and  your  blood, 
to  corrupt  every  thing,  to  make  you  accept,  at  the  point  of  the 
bayonet,  a  conllitution  which  you  have  rcjccled  with  indignation} 
iiavc  they  not,  in  every  refpcfl,  given  vile  egotifts  an  aflurance 
of  impunity  ?  Have  they  not  permitted  a  few  individuals  to  en* 
rich  themfclves  with  the  fruits  of  your  labours,  which  you  emptied 
in  coffers  no  fooner  filled  than  exhaufted  ?  Are  not  thefe  nouriih- 
cd  by  the  blood  and  tears  of  the  orphan  and  the  widow  ?  Have 
thoy  not  raflily,  without  any  neceffity,  and  even  againft  the  in- 
tention of  the  French  government,  expofed  the  national  navy,  the 
weak  remains  of  our  former  grandeur,  to  de(lru£)ion  ?  Have  'we 
rot  reccniy  remarked  the  deteilable  efforts  put  in  praAice,  to  de- 
prive us  of  the  means  of  re-eHablilhing  our  maritime  force?  and 
if  the  government  had  not  been  changed,  would  not  the  plan  have 
effcdlually  fucceeded  r  Has  qot  the  public  credit  been  (haken  by 
meafurts  as  impolitic  as  perfidious  ?  Have  we  not  fcen  the^Kfler* 
ent  provinces  openly  oppofc  the  will  of  the  national  rcprefenta- 
fiycs  ?  and  are  not  the  latter  torn  to  pieces  by  the  fpirit  of  pirty  ? 
Are  they  not  rendered  contemptible  by  the  want  of  energy  ?  and 
have  they  not,  by  half  meafures,  broken  the  ties  of  adminiftm- 
tion  ?  Ah!  while  all  this  pa (Tes  under  your  eyes,  and  the  lofsof 
the  rcpcblic  becomes  inevitable  by  the  continuation  of  thefe  horrors^ 
the  national  fpirit  will  never  awake  from  its  lethargic  fleep.  Will 
you  not  all  arm  to  combat  the  enemies  of  your  happinefs,  and  to 
cniih  them,  if  they  obftinately  perfift  in  their  defigns?  The 
dcfccndants  of  thofe  heroes,  who,  without  any  other  means  than 
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courgge,  exterminated  the  whole  Spanifh  power,  fhall  they  be 
iolimidated  by  the  vain  mcafiircs  of  a  band  of  tyrannical  egotiftsr 
ihall  ihcy  intamoufly  hide  tliemfelves,  when  preparations  arc 
making  to  givcLa  mortal  ftab  to  liberty?  And  wc,  reprefentatives, 
q))lcrving  thefc  odious  cnterprifes,  how  can  we  be  juftified  before 
you,  before  our  children,  if  we  were  to  remain  longer  ijnmovedj 
Should  we  not  be  worthy  of  being  compared  to  tjiofe  defpicablc 
beings,  who  feek  to  raife  their  power  on  your  ruin,  and  whoip, 
by  our  vigorous  mcafurcs,  we  have  at  lenglh  deftroyed?  Will 
jKtt  our  memory  ever  flourKh  in  the  aimals  of  time  f  No,  no, 
Bauvians;  we  will  fwear  upon  the  altar  of  liberty,  upon  which 
the  people  of  the  Low  CoHutries  have  already  made  offerings, 
while  pthers  ftill  continue  (laves;  we  \vill  fwear  by  our  general 
intereft,  by  the  profperity  of  our  children,  by  the  happinefs  of 
|)oft^rity,  that  we  will  never  fuifer  either  defpot^fm  or  anarchy. 

We  will  all  fwear  to  fnaich  the  country  from  its  ftate  ot  op- 
pteflion,  and  to  fpare  no  facrifice  to  fucceed.  We  will  prove,  by 
our  condu^,  that  we  dierifh  civil  liberty  as  much  as  we  abhor 
lipCDtiou^efs. 

Maoge  yourfclves  around  the  general  adminiilration,  to  fupport 
it  in  every  meafure  which  may  be  judged  neccffary  to  attain  this 
gnuid  objedl:  thus  we  (hall  foon  obtain  agood  conllitution,  founde.d 
upon  the  eternal  principles  of  nature,  fufceptible  of  no  change,  and 
90  which  alone  Ih^ll  be  biiijlt  our  political  happinefs. 

Ti^xs  we  will  filence  calumny,  and  make  our  adverfaries  blufh ; 
thus  yfc  will  (evidently  prove  to  the  greateft,  the  moil  courageous 
of  all  people,  that  it  was  not  in  vain  they  fuccoured  us,  in  order 
to  cafe  us  of  the  yoke  by  which  we  were  curbed.     We  will  pfoyt 
that  Batavia  is  worthy  a  fraternal  alliance  with  this  nation.    Thys 
^1  Europe  again  know  us  the  worthy  defcendants  of  thofe  Bata- 
viaos  who  defended  liberty,  when  the  whole  univerfc  bent  the 
knee  to  the  power  of  domineering  Rome.     Sooh  wilj  it  acknow- 
ledge, in  the  prefent  generation,  the  fam.e  people  who  formerly 
fliook  the  throne   of  Philip ;    the  fame  people  who,  by   their 
courage  and  valour,  fo  extended  their  poiTedions  in  other  parts  of 
thfc  globe,  that  the  fun,  iq  its  regular  courfe,  always  (hone.i^pon 
Batavia,  in  the  one  or  the  other  hcmifphere ;  a  people  who  com- 
bated  the  moft  formidable  powers  in  the  world  ;  who  forced  the 
<iMnmerce  of  the  whole  imiverfe  to  unite  in  its  (late$ :  who  held 
.W  their  hands  the  political  balance,  and  bore  their  fccptre  on  the 
iKe^Q.     Batavians,  it  is  to  this  degree  of  greatncfs  that  we  mu(t 
BBtum,  by  means  of  a  good  and  wife  coniHtution.     But  never 
iPutJ  we  return  to  it,  if  the  order  of  things,  or  rather  that  fyfte- 
■aUc  diforder  which  for  two  years  enfnarcd  us,  continues  to 
Wift.     The  raonfter  federalifm,  little  different  from  the  hydra  of 
Ik  aocients,  can  only  be  conquered  by  an  effort,  which  fliall 
Atboy,  at  00c  blow,  all  its  heads.    This  great  blow  is  about  to 
Viu..  VII.  L  he 
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be  ftruck — already  the  monfter  agonizes,  but  its  laft  convulfioM 
may  dill  be  dangerous,  anc]  we  muft  provide  againft  them.  No 
fociety  can  exift  without  order.  It  is  above  all  important  that 
there  ihould  be  no  troubles  during  an  intermediatory  government. 
Let  every  one»then  fubmit  to  the  orders  prcfcribed  to  the  govern- 
ment. Let  them  be  perfuaded  that  the  momentary  facrifice  of 
fome  part  of  our  civil  liberty  has  no  other  objeft  than  that  of  pro- 
curing us  a  good  conditution,  and  of  aflfuring  us  the  entire  en- 
joyment of  liberty. 

All  the  conftituted  authorities  (hall  continue  their  prefent  ope- 
rations, until  the  neceffary  changes,  in  a  manner  regular,  and 
conformable  to  the  general  good*  The  JoUdiJant  provifional  ad- 
miniftrations,  or  conftituted  authorities,  in  the  different  provinces, 
and  the  regencies  in  the  different  cities,  diflridts,  or  villages,  as 
well  as  the  adminiftrations  of  dykes,  rivers,  and  bridges,  (hall  be 
continued  till  this  period,  and  (hall  be  fubje£t  and  refponfiblc  to 
the  executive  povv^r. 

The  committee  of  juftice  (hall  remain  provifionally  upon  their 
prefent  footing ;  and  there  fliall  be  no  change.  All  officers, 
mayors,  procurators  of  communes,  and  public  accufers,  (hall 
provifionally  continue  the  excrcife  of  their  funflions,  and  (hatl 
purfue,  with  redoubled  adivity,  all  difturbers  of  peace  and  order» 
whatever  mafk  they  may  affume.  Perfons  and  property  (hall  be 
protcfted  from  every  infult.  The  law  which  exilh  in  this  refpe& 
fliall  remain  in  force,  and  (hall  be  rigoroufly  executed  ;  commerce 
(hall  be  proteSed ;  and  every  one  mall  enjoy  that  fafety  which  is 
the  foundation  of  all  focial  union.  No  inhabitant  of  provinces 
ftill  exifUng,  no  community,  fociety,  or  corporation,  (hall  unite 
for  the  purpofe  of  making,  colleftively,  to  this  aflembly,  or  to 
the  executive  power,  any  demand  or  petition  ;  but  every  Batavian 
citizen  (liall  be  permitted  to  propofe  his  opinions,  and  defend  his 
interefts. 

Thus  this  new  order  of  things  will  be  eftablifhed  without  diffi- 
culty or  confufion,  and  the  objc£t  which  has  rendered  it  nece(rary, 
Vrill  be  completely  fulfilled.  Thus  the  ardent  views  of  the  tr^ic 
Batavians  are  about  to  be  accompli ihed,  and  a  good  and  wife  con^ 
(litution  will  confolidate  our  happinefs,  fulfil  the  wifhcs  of  our 
allies,  and  render  us  formidable  to  our  enemies. 

Batavians,  it  is  to  arrive  at  this  falutary  objed  that  the  aflembly 
of  your  reprefeptatives  have  this  day  formed  themfelves  into  a 
conftitucnt  body,  reprefenting  the  Batavian  nation,  under  the 
prefidency  of  citizen  H.  Middcrich,  and  has  named  provifionally 
for  its  fecretarics  citizens  Adr.  Ploos,  Van  Amflel,  L.  C.  Vonk, 
N.  F.  Van  Bennekom,  and  the  fecretary  of  the  ci-devant  national 
affembly,  citizen  J.  Van  Haeften.  We  will  order  each  of  thefe 
to  rcfpe6b  the  fignature  of  the  temporary  prefident,  as  well  as  that 
of  one  of  his  fecretaries,  or  his  fucccffors  \  and  to  obey  and  follow  all 

4  orders 
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fnders  and  commands  fo  (igned,  as  emanating  from  us.  All  peti^^ 
tioQs,  before  they  are  ad^refled  to  the  conftituent  affembly,  repre- 
fentiog  the  Batavian  nation,  and  all  fentences  of  colleges,  charged 
with  the  adminiftration  of  juftice  throughout  the  Batavian  repub* 
\ic,  (hall  be  henceforth  in  the  name  of  the  Batavian  nation. 

This  (hall  be  publiflied  and  pbded  up  every  where  according 
to  cuftom.  We  order  and  ch^^rge  the  conAituted  authorities  of 
the  Batavian  republic,  who  remain  in  their  fun£tions,  to  give  the 
neceflary  orders,  that  our  intentions  in  this  refpedl  may  be  exe- 
cuted. 

Done  and  decreed  by  the  faid  aflembly  at  the  Hague,  the  22d 
of  January  1798,  the  4th  year  of  Batavian  liberty. 

H.  MiDDERiCH,  Prefident. 

Under  is  written,  by  order  of  the  latter, 

(Signed)  W.  F.  Van  Bennekom. 


Proclamation  publijhed  at  Venice  on  the  igth  Jan.  1798. 

Venetians, 

A  FTER  fuch  great  agitations,  your  dediny  is,  at  length, 
^^  fixed.  It  is  with  reafon  you  rejoice/  at  this  happy  event. 
Under  the  dominion  of  our  augud  fovereign,  the  Emperor,  you 
will  enjoy  the  felicity  which  your  wife  condu£k  has  merited,  and 
which  your  new  form  of  government  will  fecure  more  and  more. 
Meanwhile,  General  Count  de  Wallis,  commander  of  his  Ma« 
jefty's  army  in  Italy,  has  ordered  that  the  prefent  provifional  go- 
vernment fliall  remain  in  a^^ivity,  and  be  compofcd  of  five  mem- 
bers in  addition  to  the  committee  of  police.  The  civil  and  cri- 
minal authoj  ities,  and  alfo  thofe  belonging  to  the  finances,  are 
to  continue  in  the  fame  ftate.  Matters  are  to  continue  on  the 
fame  footing  until  his  Majefty  (hall  otherwife^  ordain. 


Proclamation  puhVtjhed  at  Verona  on  the  22d  January y  ky  Antoine 
Count  Milfrowjki^    General  of  the  Armies  of  his  Imperial  Ma* 

T  HAVE  learnt,  with  the  mod  lively  grief,  that  many  perfon4; 
^  in  the  city  were  yefterday  molcded  and  injured.  I  am  more 
,tban  afllired  of  the  afFe£lion  and  good  difpofition  of  thefe  coun- 
tries; and  I  hope  that  the  exceffes  committed  lad  night  will  not 
again  take  place  ;  and  I  wifh  to  believe  they  have  only  been  pro- 
educed  by  a  mi  (taken  zeal.  I  dcfire  the  repofc,  happinefs,  and 
frfety  of  every  individual* 

No  one  has  a  right  to  do  himfelf  judice  ;  it  belongs  to  the  go- 
,  iJpernmejDt,  and  I  (hall  take  .care  it  {h;\U  be  exercifed.     The  end 

h  ^  of 
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of  this  proclstfflatidtl  is  to  invitei  and  to  order,'  tinder  the  fe* 
▼eineft  pi»inS|  all  the  inhabitants  to  abftairi  from  infulting,  in  ttnf 
ihape,  by  meetings  or  clamours,  the  true  fubjeds  of  his  Ma« 
jfefty.  Numerous  pltroles  (hall  be  cotntnanddl  to  prefervfe  pubike 
order.  I  flatter  hiyfelf  that  the  people  of  Padua  will  refped  my 
brdersi  and  will  tibt  force  tne  to  puniih  didurbers,  and  particu- 
larly the  fecret  iriftigators  of  the  troubli^s. 


B 


Proclamation  publlfbed  tm  the  %d  February ^  at  Padua* 

►Y  order  of  Geheraliffimo  C6unt  de  WaHis,  the  aUlic  d^parfi* 
tnent  of  jilRice  And  gfeneral  police  of  Padua. 

The  intention  of  his  Imperial  Majefty  is  to  prefcrvfc  the  ptib- 
^lic  tranquillity  and  the  moft  perfcdl  difcipline,  in  order  to  atfure 
to  his  new  fubjefts  the  fafety  of  their  perfons  and  enjoyment  of 
their  property.  Confequently,  he  prohibits  all  meetings,  all 
private  ifijuriesi  libels^  and  provocations  which  may  be  made  by 
his  fubjeils,  of  whatever  religion  or  country. 

He  likewife  prohibits  every  one  from  bearing  firt-artns  or 
^woVdSy  under  the  Akcuftbhied  penalties  in  his  Maje(ly*8  ftateis. 

Whoever  (hall  da^'e  to  difobey  the  prefcnt  order>  (hall  be 
immediately  pilni(hed  by  the  hiilitary  commandant,  who  (hall 
'tqually  watch  over  the  difturbets  of  thfe  public  repofe  and  fecret 
ih{tigators,  againft  whrtm  the  police  (hall  aft  vigoroufly, 

\Vhoever  (hall  refilt  the  atmed  f6tt:e  (hal!  be  puniflitd  Whh 
death. 


I.US. 


Letter  from  the  General  in  Chief  Hatry,  to  Af,  de  JSartels,  Com* 
mander  of  ManheiJiiy  dated  from  Head  garters  at  MentZf 
Feb.  6- 

'T^HE  Executive  Direftory  have  given  me  orders  to  declare  to 
•*•  the  Elector  Palatine,  and  to  you,  Sir,  who  command  the 
troops  in  Manhetm,  that  they  demand  the  moft  fpeedy  latisfac- 
lion,  as  well  on  account  of  the  refidance  which  has  been  of- 
fered to  us  in  attempting  to  take  poifellion  of  the  Tcte  du  l^ont 
at  Manheim,  and  the  other  pofts  on  the  left-badik  of  the  fthine^  " 
as  on  account  of  the  confequences  of  that  re(iftanY^e ;  and  that 
ihey  rcqXiire  that  fatisfaftion  be  mode  to  the  French  foldidts  who 
liave  been  wounded,  and  to  the  relations  of  foch  as  hate  tieen 
kilted. 

The  fexeaitive  Direftory,  in  the  firm  petfuafion  that  116 
delay  will  take  place  in  making  fuch  fatisfkftion,  fufpetid  all  hdf- 
tUities ;  but  if  the  £lc Aor  Falatlne  (hall  xlot  e^cplkin  his  coddud 


iitoiiiefe  points  in  the  moft  fpcedy  and  fatisfadory  manner  to 
ik  Fimch  HKpublici  I  iliall  te  obliged  to  recommence  hoftU 

(Signed)  Hatry« 


Sttlfiance  of  a  Proclamation  pubUJhed  at  Ergoui  on  the  ^th  Ptt» 
1798,  by  General  Shauenbourgy  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Army 
%n  the  Frontiers  ef  Swiizerlandy  to  his  Army. 

T^HAT  the  troops  are  to  make  no  more  conqueftsi  but  otily  t6 

fupport  the  efforts  of  the  friends  of  liberty  againft  expiring 

ariftocracy»  which,  in  a  federative  republic,    affedls  the  privi- 

ieges  of  monarchy)  and  reviles  the  defcendants  of  William  Tell* 

UDder  the  title  of  fubjcfis.     To  fulfil  this  objed,  he  hopes  that 

the  defenders  of  the  country  v^i  11  prove,    by  their  cond«<^  that 

the  French)  terrible  in  battle,  are  huoAane  and  generous  towa];d0 

the  people  who  unite  with  them  in  fricndihip  ;  that  diforder  witt 

be  fe\'crely  punifhed,  and  that  obedience  to  the  chiefs,  refpeft 

ixx  the  laws,  and  fcntiments  of  humanity,  will  be  inculcated* 


Liberty — Equality. 
"The  French  Republic y  one  and  indivifible, 

PROCLAMATION. 

XiW  y^f^^  tJipoUte  Mallartiey  General  in   Chief y  G^vermr-Gene^ 

rat  of  the  Ife  of  France  mid  of  the  Re  -  union  ^  and  Commandant^ 
General  of  the  French  iyiabfijhmcnts  to  the  Eajl  of  the  Cape  of 
C'^od  Hope, 

CttizenS) 

V  NOWING  for  many  years  your  zeal  and  attachment  for  the 
*^  infereft  and  glory  of  our  republic,  we  arc  very  -impatient 
and  confider  it  a  duty  to  make  known  to  you  the  propofuions  thaft 
wc  have  received  from  Tippoo  Sultaun,  by  two  ambaifadofs 
which  ke  had  fem  to  us.  This  prince  has  written  particular  let- 
ters to  tkt  colonial  afTembly,  and  to  all  the  generals  employed  in 
that  government :  he  has  likcwifc  addreifed  to  us  a  packet  for  the 
Executive  Direftorj'. 

Firft.  He  demands  to  make  an  aliitnce,  ofTcnfive  and  defen- 
five,  with  the  French,  propoling  to  maintain  at  his  charge,  as 
long  as  the  war  (hall  continue  in   India,  the  troops  ihcy  can  fend 

bim. 

Second.  He  promifes  to  furnifb  every  nccefTary  for  that  war, 
except  wine  anfl  brandy,  of  which  he  finds  himfdf  abfolutely 

d«Uaute. 

Third. 
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■ 

Third*  That  all  preparations  are  made  ready  to  reterre^the 
fuccours  which  they  (hall  give  to  him ;  and  on  the  arrival  of  the 
troops,  the  chiefs  and  officers  fhall  find  every  thing  neceiTaty  to 
carry  on  a  war  that  Europeans  are  little  accuftomed  to. 

Fourth.  Finally,  he  only  waits  the  moment  when  the  French 
(hall  come  to  his  aid,  to  declare  war  againd  the  Englilh,  ardently 
wifliing  to  drive  them  from  India. 

As  it  is  impoilible  for  us  to  reduce  the  number  of  the  107th 
and  108th  regiments,  and  de  la  garde  foldee  du  Port  de  la  Prater-^ 
nitSy  on  account  of  the  afHdance  we  have  fent  our  allies  the 
Dutch,  we  invhe  the  citizens  voluntarily  to  embody  themfelves  in 
their  refpedive  municipalities,  to  fcrve  under  the  colours  of 
Tippoo.  This  prince  defircs  alfo  to  have  the  citizens  of  colour 
freemen  ;  and  we  invite  all  thofe  who  wifh  to  ferve  under  his  baii« 
ners,  to  enrol  themfelves. 

We  can  affurc  all  the  citizens  who  wifli  to  enrol  themfelves, 
that  Tippoo  will  make  advantageous  treaties,  which  will  continue 
with  his  ambalTadors'who  may  engage  for  themfelves,  befides  in 
the  name  of  their  fovereign,  in  fuch  way,  that  the  French,  who 
ihall  have  taken  part  in  his  armies,  (hall  not  be  retained  when  thej 
wifh  to  return  back  to  their  country. 

Done  this  loth  Pluviofe  (29th  Jan.),  the  6th  year  of  the 
French  republic* 

(Signed)  Mallartib* 


Letter  from  his  Excellency  M.  de  Sandos.  Rolling  Prujftan  Miniftir  Mi- 
Paris,  to  the  Regency  at  Cleves. 

Gentlemen,  Paris,  Feb.  i8* 

THE  minifter  for  foreign  affairs  this  moment  informs  me,  that 
the  Direftory  has  ordered  the  French  commiflioner.  Citizen 
Rudler,  to  difcontinue  every  meafure  tending  to  organize  your 
provinces.  This  ftcp,  which  proves  the  uprightnefs  of  the  Di- 
reflory,  has  been  adopted  in  confequence  of  my  having  expof- 
tulated  on  the  above  meafures. 

I  therefore  haften  to  acquaint  you  with  it,  and  remain, 

(Signed)  De  Sandos  Rollin. 


Decree  of  the  Executive  DireSfory,  publijbed  on  the  24ih  Feb. 

I,  'T^HE  miniflcr  of  the  marine  and  the  colonies  (hall  immedi- 
■*■  ately  repair  to  Brcft,  to  forward  the  naval  operations  or- 
dered in  that  port  by  the  Executive  Directory,  rcfpeding  the  ex* 
pedition  againft  England.  He  ihall  alfo  vifit  thofe  of  other  ports 
with  all  convenient  (peed* 

2.  The 
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^.  The  minifters  of  juftice  and  of  marine  are  refpe^livelyr 
ehaiged  wiiH  the  execution  of  the  prefent  decree,  >vhich  (hall  be 
printed.  / 

(Signed)  P.  Barras,  Prcfident. 

Lagarde,  Secretary  Gen, 


Executive  DlreHory,    Decree  of  the  nth  Germinal  (31^  March), 

'T'HE  Executive  Dircaory  having  feen  the  reports  that  have 
'^  been  addrefled  to  it  by  the  minifter  of  marine  and  the  colo- 
nies during  his  journey  to  Bred,  and  confidering  that  the  want  of 
concert  between  the  operations  of  the  land  and  naval  armies 
deftined  for  the  expedition  againft  England,  may  impede  their  ce* 
lerity  and  prevent  their  fuccefs,  has  decreed  as  follows : 

I  ft.  General  Buonaparte  (hall  repair  to  Breft  in  the  courfe  of 
the  prefent  decade,  to  take  upon  him  the  command  of  the* army 
of  England. 

2d.  He  is  charged  with  the  diredion  of  all  the  forces,  both  by 
land  and  fea,  defined  for  the  expedition  againft  England. 

3d.  The  minifters  of  war  and  of  the  marine,  each  in  his  refpec- 
five  fituation,  are  charged  with  its  execution. 

(Signed)  Merlin,  Prefident. 

.  Lagarde,  Secretary  Gen. 


jlrrel  iffued  by  the  Executive  Directory  on  the  25/A  Fei.  i  798. 

A  LL  Engliih  prifoners  of  war,  without  exception,  fliall  be 
*^  confined  in  prifon  ;  and  thefe  reprifals  ihall  laft  until  the 
Englifli  government,  liftcning  to  the  didtates  of  humanity,  and 
the  law  of  nations,  treats  the  French  pri Toners  in  thai  manner 
which  has  hitherto  conftantly  been  obfcrved  between  civilized  na- 
tions. All  the  Englifti  prifoners  (hall  be  imprifoned  in  the  de- 
partment of  Seine  and  Oife,  Seine  and  Marne,  Aifnc  and  Loiret. 
The  anterior  regulation,  purfuant  to  which  the  above  prifoners 
were  to  be  removed  into  the  interior,  to  the  diftance  of  fifteen 
leagues  from  the  coaft  and  frontiers,  is  hereby  annulled. 


Sfeech  of  Carat y    the  French  Ambaffador  to  the  Court  of  Naples^ 
when  prefented  to  his  Majefiyy  on  the  8th  Af ay   1798. 

VOU  have  had  evidence,  Sire,  that  the  firft  objcft  of  .my  mif- 

^    iion  is,  to  maintain  the  peace  which  has  been  eftablifhed  bc- 

ffween  your  M^eftv  and  the  French  republic.     That  obje£l  is,  to 

cfaerifb  all  the  lentiments  of  reciprocal  confidence,   which  alono 

can 
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can  render  peace  always  more  permanent  and  more  lulvantagcons 
between  two  powers. 

You  likcwife  haveoccafion  to  fee  that  the  principles  of  the  Di« 
jreftory  of  the  French  republic,  in  its  relations  with  the  other  na- 
tions of  Europe,  arc  the  fame  with  thofc  which,  under  the  French 
conrtitntion,  unite  rrenchmcn  to  Frenchmen — the  fame  with  the 
principles  of  jnltice.  Occurrences  which  have  filled  Europe  with 
their  fplcndour,  juftify  this  tcftimony  which  I  bear  to  the  Di- 
re^llory  of  my  republic.  The  peace  which  has  been  granted,  at 
the  moment  of  our  higheft  glory,  and  the  moft  complete  developed 
ment  of  our  force,  to  nations  which  prcfenicd  to  the  vidlors  no 
longer  obflacles  to  be  furmountcd,  but  advantages  to  be  enjoyed ; 
the  independence  and  the  liberty  which  have  been  beftowed  apoii 
nations  in  the  midft  of  the  thunder  jvhich  threatened  them  with 
the  yoke  of  a  concjucror ;  new  treaties  of  alliance  formed  with  go*^ 
\ernments  founded  on  principles  hoilile  to  the  republican  fyftem  ; 
and  that  fignal  political  toleration,  the  only  means,  the  only 
pledge  of  peace  to  iHe  prcfcnt  generation  of  Europe,  cdablilhed 
as  a  part  of  the  conflitution  which  has  for  ever  (liieldcd  the  focial 
fydem  in  France  from  all  dangers,  by  renderiug  it  more  capable 
of  every  attack  : — fuch.  Sire,  are  the  features  of  the  new  govern- 
ment of  France  :  they  are  the  attributes  of  force  moderating  itfelf, 
liopping  even  at  the  point  when  it  is  juflice  invincible  which  af- 
fignb  to  itfelf  limits  which  nothing  on  earth  could  impofc. 

Such  dHlinguiflied  qualities  naturally  invited  to  peace  with  the' 
French  republic  all  the  powers  which  can  appreciate  and  refpcft 
virtues  fo  ufeful  to  the  earth.  From  this,  Sire,  it  happened 
that  your  Majelly  was  one  of  the  fird  to  fue  for  peace  from 
France. 

The  time  is  come.  Sire,  when,  under  every  government,  thofc 
who  govern  arc  known,  appreciated,  judged  by  ail  Europe.  The 
eyes  and  the  ears  of  nations  are  now  in  the  palaces  of  kings,  ais 
well  as  in  the  national  afTcmblies  and  dircdlories  of  republics* 
Thi5  public  obfcrvaiion>  too,  penetrating  into  your  heart,  there 
difcovers  all  the  fentimcnts  which  arc  the  germs  of  the  virtues-f- 
that  tafte  for  fimple  manners  which  in  every  age  has  diflingui(hcd 
well  -formed  and  elevated  fouls,  and  which  muft  he  deeply  rooted 
and  original  to  be  long  prt:fcrvcd  uj)©n  a  throne  ;  the  habit  of  fre- 
quently withdrawing  troni  the  vain  pomp  of  a  court,  to  examine 
into  the  wants  of  a  people,  and  to  cultivate  their  affcdlion. 

Your  perfo^ial  aversion  for  tiie  complicated  forms  of  juflice,  aod 
your  horror  for  cruel  laws,  have  every  where  been  difplayed  in  the 
efforts  you  have  made,  from  the  bei;iiniing  of  your  reign,  to 
iimpliry  the  one  ai)d  tocorrcS  the  oih-r. 

The  DireSory  of  the  French  republic.  Sire,  not  only  wifli  to 
live  at  peace  with  you,  but  invite  you  to  unite,  by  all  the  bonds  of 
amity,  the  people  whom  you  ^vcrn,  and  Ctvat  whofe  laws  ihoy 
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adrninifter ;  but,  between  nations  as  between  individuals,  friend- 
fliip  ruppdfcs  or  produces  a  reciprocal  exchange  of  benefits.  Tho 
ircmties  by  which  you  are  already  united  with  my  republic, 
doubtlcfs,  Sire,  will  produce,  and  it  is  the  wifh  of  the  Diredlory 
that  they  (hoiild  produce,  treaties  which  fhall  open  between  the 
two  nations  a  communication  of  their  refpcdivc  riches. 

An  enlightened  policy  dictates  fuch  a  conduct ;  and  nature,  by 
placing  the  two  nations  on  the  fliorcs  of  the  fame  fea,  prc- 
fcribcs  it. 

A  nation  which,  above  all  others,  would  have  little  intercourfe 
with  that  fea,  were  not,  or  ought  not,  every  fca  the  common  do- 
main of  all  nations;  a  nation,  which,  by  the  genius  fuited  to  its 
fituation,  might  Ihare  with  France  the  glory  and  the  happinefs  of 
being  the  light  and  the  example  of  the  world,  and  which,  mifled, 
or  hurried  away  by  its  government,  has  attempted  to  convert  that 
which  it  calls  liberty  into  the  means  of  impoiing  fcrvitnde  on 
every  king,  and  every  people  ;  this  nation,  by  the  defpotifm  of 
its  comnr>erce,  has  too  long  fupprclFed  all  kinds  of  commercial  in- 
tercourfe between  Naples  and  France.  This  defpotifm  ap- 
proaches its  termination,  and  the  dtiire  you  mud  feel  to  fee  the 
people  of  the  Two  Sicilies  mcreafe  in  every  fort  of  profperity, 
which  fo  benignant  a  climate  and  fo  fertile  a  foil  ought  to  enfurc, 
muft  induce  you,  Sire,  to  conncdl  their  indullry  with  theinduftry 
of  France,  by  which  it  may  be  improved  and  fertilized,  rather  than 
'Vbith  that  of  England,  by  which  it  is  extinguidicd. 

It  is  by  the  diffufion  of  blcllings  that  governments  fucceed  in 
tranquilli-zing  the  anxieties  of  nations  ;  and  the  examples  both  of 
a.ic.ent  and  modern  times  bear  wiinefs,  that  violence  has  never 
prcfcrved  a  government  lor  any  length  of  time,  but  that  it  has 
rapidl;  produced  their  ruin,  and  multiplied  their  falls.  Even  in 
the  \cry  tnthufiafm  of  its  infant  liberty,  the  French  republic  be- 
held the  fhocking  fyftcm  of  terror  on  the  point  of  overwhelming 
liberty,  and  all  the  hopes  it  infpircd  in  the  blood  of  Frenchmen  : 
anJ  at  the  prefent  day,  when  gcncrofity  and  clemency  have  dii- 
f  bccd  that  hit!eous  fyltem  ;  now  that  the  enemies  of  our  laws  are 
no  loneer  condemned  by  them  only  to  live  under  other  laws,  all 
fe  virtues,  and  all  kinds  of  prol'perity,  begin  to  dawn  upon 
frjncc  under  the  influence  of  this  mild  rrgime, 

Tiris  language,  Sire,  is  the  lupgnai^e  the  moft  confonant  to 
'\v  go*>dncfJ?  which  is  faid  to  be  fo  congenial  to  your  heart — and 
it  i»  alfo  a  language  that  becomes  the  repn.fentativcof  a  republic, 
Incjmc  all  powerful  by  the  means  of  liberty,  and  wile  by  tlic 
d  ciatcs  of  its  misfortunes.  The  Directory  was  defirous  to  ad- 
drcfs  this  language  to  your  Majefly.  It  has  chofen  me  to  he 
tic  interpreter  of  its  will  at  your  Majefly's  cotirt — it  is  not  becaiifc 
*^jrf  f-  nd  me  faunrering  under  the  porticos  of  favour  and  ambi- 
um,  that  the  Dircdory  has  inclined  their  attention  to  make 
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choice  of  mc  for  this  extraordinary  miflion  ;  I  have  but  rarely 
lived  remote  from  the  peaceful  filence  of  the  country,  or  fiom  the 
Jyceum  or  the  porticos  of  philofophy ;  and  when  the  courfe  of  re- 
volutions, and  the  will  of  a  republic,  fend  me  to  rcfide  at  your 
Majefty*s  court,  inverted  with  a  title,  arid  charged  with  a  miflion 
which  may  prove  ufeful  to  feveral  ftatcs,  imagination  recalls  to  the 
mind  the  memory  of  thofe  antique  times  when,  from  the  bofom  of 
the  Grecian  republics,  philofophers,  whofe  celebrity  was  borrowed 
only  from  their  powers  of  thought,  arrived  in  thcfe  very  regions, 
on  this  very  continent,  on  thefe  very  iflands,  to  exprefs  their 
wifhes  for  the  happinefs  of  the  human  race  :  many  of  them  fuc- 
ceeded  in  doing  much  good,  and  all  were  anxious  to  do  it.  The 
wiflies  I  breathe  can  have  no  other  objefl  ;  nor  have  I  received 
a  miflion  of  a  different  nature  from  the  Directory  of  the  French 
republic. 

Such  arc  the  wifhes  which  fliould  be  poured  into  the  hearts  of 
all  governments,  by  every  voice  that  can  addrefs  itfelf  to  the  hu- 
man breaft,  in  the  name  of  heaven,  and  in  the  name  of  nature : 
and  in  thefe  realms,  where  you  reign  amidrt  the  moft  ftriking  and 
aftonifliing  phenomena  of  the  heavens  and  of  the  earth  ;  in  this 
land,  a  magnificent  pile,  ruins  accumulated  by  the  revolutions  of 
the  globe  ;  in  the  view  of  thefe  volcanos,  whofe  ever  open  and 
ever  fmoking  mouths  make  us  refled  on  the  burning  lava  which 
they  have  vomited,  and  which  they  will  again  vomit,;  it  appears 
to  me.  Sire,  that  under  whatever  denomination  of  government  we 
may  live,  whether  republican  or  monarchical,  we  ought  to  feel 
the  nfioft  ardent  impatience  to  fignalize,  by  fome  folid  and  du- 
rable benefit  to  mankind,  an  exifience  which  is  fo  tranfitory  and 
precarious. 

Speech  addreffed  to  the  ^een  of  Naples,  en  the   20th  Floreal  f€)th 
^    Mayjy    by  Citizen  Garat^    Ambajj'ador  of  the  French  Republic  t9 
the  Court  of  Naples. 

Madam, 

I  YESTERDAY  laid  before  the  King  of  the  Two  Sicilies, 
his  Majefty,  your  h.ilband,  the  intentions  of  the  Diredory  of  my 
republic,  rcfpeding  the  maintenance  of  peace  and  good  under- 
flanding,  and  I  received  the  wifhes  of  his  Majefty  for  the  conti- 
nuation of  that  harmony  which  is  fo  neceffary  for  the  prefervation 
of  his  power.  You,  Madam,  will  be  pleafcd  to  cherifh  in  the 
heart  of  your  hufband  fuch  fentiments  as  may  likewife  contributo 
to  your  perfonal  happinefs  and  tranquillity. 

France  is  accuftomed  to  difcover  in  the  princes  of  the  Houfe  of 
Auftria,  a  great  number  of  thofe  principles  and  thofe  views  which 
ihe  is  anxious  to  convert  into  inrtrument^  for  biinging  to  perfec- 
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tfenfocial  order,  and  promoting  tliQ  happinefs  of  nations.     Your 
bnKhcr,  ihe  Emperor  Jofeph,  when  fcarcely  feated  on  the  Impe- 
rial throne,  imprefledon  the  general  mind  throughout  his  vad  do- 
jninion?,  a  philofophic  movement  which  made  f'.perrtiiion  tremble 
to  its  dccpell  foundations,  and  prej)ared  the  fntrodudlion  of  feveral 
ufeful  changes  in  every  branch  of  adminidration  ;  and  this  head 
«f  the  Empire  was  proud  to  boaft  of  having  drawn  his  information 
and  his   knowledge   from  the  philofophical  writers   of    France. 
Leopold,  his  and  your  brother,  Madam,  exhibited,  in  very  gir- 
cumfcribed  dominions,  the  mod  illuflrious  examples  to  the  imita- 
tion of  great  empires  ;  and  France  may  well  claim  the  right  of 
thinking  that  (he  was  not  inadive  or  unanxious  in  promoting  the 
good  which  mankind  has  derived  from  the  economical  principles 
adopted  by  that  Prince,  who  took  a  pleafure  in  bearing  her  this  ho- 
Bourable  tedimony. 

Thefe  recolledions.  Madam,  are  the  only  ones  which  I  (hall 
find  deeply  engraven  on  your  heart.  The  ambaflfador  of  the 
French  republic  entertains  a  hope  that  the  pacific  communications 
which  he  has  juft  made,  will  drown  the  remembrance  of  prejudices 
that  arofe  from  events  ill  related  in  France  itfelf,  and  dill  more 
disfigured  by  all  the  tongues  that  have  repeated  them  in  Europe  : 
by  partaking  in  thefe  truly  augud  fentiments  with  your  hufband, 
you  will  render  yourfelf  dill  more  dear  to  his  heart,  and  you  will 
concur.  Madam,  in  perpetuating  between  two  nations,  a  peace 
which  may  influence,  in  more  than  one  rcfpcGt,  the  peace  of  all 
the  other  nations  of  Europe. 


PROCLAMATION. 

Peterjburghy  May  15. 

T>E  it  hereby  known  to  all  whom  it  may  concern,  to  all  Eu- 
^  rope,  and  the  whole  world,*  that  his  Imperial  Ruffian  Miijedy^ 
Paul  1.  has  ordered  the  following  proclamation  to  be  iffiied  by  me. 
Prince  Alexander  Bc(borodko,  fird  rainider  and  chancellor  of  his 
Imperial  Majedy: — 

In  confequencc  of  the  notification  of  the  Executive  Direftory 
of  the  French  republic,  of  the  23d  of  Nivofe,  in  the  6th  year, 
importing,  "  That  if  any  fliip  be  fufFered  to  pals  through  the 
Sound  with  Englifli  commodities,  of  whatever  nation  it  may  be, 
it  (hall  be  confidered  as  a  formal  declaration  of  war  againd  the 
French  nation  i"  his  Imperial  Majedy,  Paul  I.  has  been  graci- 
oufly  pleafed  to  order  twenty-two  (hips  of  the  line,  and  two 
hundred  and  fifty  gallies,  under  the  command  of  Admiral  Krufe, 
and  M>  de  Litta,  Knight  of  Malta,  to  proceed  to  the  Sound,  to 
protc£l  trade  in  general  againd  the  manifcd  oppreflion  of  the  Di- 
li xcdory,  asfuch  a  proceeding  is  evidently  contrary  to  the  rights  of 
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nations.  His  Ruflian  Majedy  gives  his  Imperial  word  t«  prote^ 
the  freedom  of  trade  with  all  his  po»ver,  both  by  fea  and  iainl, 
which  he  hereby  requires  the  diplomatic  corps  to  make  knowD  andl 
proclaim. 
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Meffage  from  the  Executive  DireHory  to  the  Council  of  Eiders,  of  th^ 

24th  May. 

Citizens  Reprefentatives^ 

ENGLAND  has  hazarded  a  new  expedition,  which  hai  endeA 
only  in  its  difgrace^ 

On  themorning  of  the  19th  of  May,  »n  Engliih  fleet  appeared 
before  Oftend,  and  bombarded  that  city  violently.  Proteded  by 
the  fire  of  the  fleet,  their  boats  difcmbarked  4000  men,  who  took 
poflfedion  of  the  (hore,  threw  up  batteries  there,  and  attempted  to 
blow  up  the  fluicesof  the  Sas  de  Sleyken,  and  the  gates  of  Oftefid. 
The  enemy  fummoned  the  place  to  furrcnder  within  half  an  hour. 
The  garrifon  confided  only  of  thirty  men.  "  You  fhall  never 
become  maders  of  the  port  which  is  entrufled  to  me,*'  faid  the 
brave  commander,  Mufcar,  '*  until  my  garrifon  and  I  (hall  be 
buried  in  the  ruins/'  Republicans  are  unable  to  confine  them- 
felves  to  defenfive  operations.  On  the  20th,  at  break  of  day» 
300  men  only  of  the  46th  and  94th  dcmi-brigades,  conduced  b/ 
Keller,  commandant  of  the  fquare  of  Bruges,  marched  to  the 
Engliih  column.  They  attacked  with  an  ardour  and  an  intrepi- 
dity which  partook  of  the  nature  of  a  prodigy :— the  courage  of  re- 
publicans always  increafcs  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  their 
enemies.  The  entrenchment  thrown  up  againd  them  foon  gav& 
way ;  and  after  two  hours  fighting,  the  Englidi,  being  entirely 
routed,  threw  down  their  arms.  The  bombardment  which  bail 
recommenced,  ceafed;  from  1500  to  r8oo  prifonet^  were 
taken  :  eight  pieces  of  cannon,  two  howitzers,  and  a  gyeat 
number  of  muikets  of  the  enemy,  remain  in  our  power.  The 
red  of  the  enemy  re-embarked  with  precipitation,  havitig  lod  z, 
great  number  of  men,  who  were  drowned  in  their  attempting  ta 
efcape. 

The  commandant  of  the  Britifli  artillery  was  killed :  one  of 
their  major-generals  had  his  thigh  taken  oiF;  another,  toother 
with  800  oflficers,  as  well  fuperior  as  inferior,  are  prifoners.  In 
ihort,  the  troops  who  l\adbeen  difembarked  were,  accordingto  the 
accounts  of  the  prifoners  themfclves,  the  flower  of  thp  iLngllfh 
army  :  they  had  been  feleAed  for  the  occafion  ;  and  among  them 
were  four  companies  of  the  guards,  and  the  whole  regipient  of  the 
Prince  of  Wales. 

You  will  hardly  rcprefs  your*  indignation,  citizens  reprefenta* 
tlves^  at  learning  that  the  plans  of  the  enemy  w^re  feconded  by 
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tnlitors  at  Oftend.  The  cries  of  *'  Long  live  King  George! 
Brave  Elngiifh  !^'  were  heard  there ;  the  national  cockade  was  iii* 
fulfedt  snd  the  arms  of  the  valunteers  employed  in  nianniug 
the  batteries,  for  want  of  artillerymen,  were  broken  by  fome 
traitors.  Thefe  atrocious  aAs  (hall  not  remain  unpuniihed  ;  but 
it  cflfnnoc  be  denied,  that  the  flow  prc^refs  of  the  ordinary  tribunals 
is  infufficicnt  to  the  punilhmcnt  of  thofe  who  ihould  be  ftruck 
.down  with  the  rapidity  of  the  thunderbolt.  Yoo  will  confider^ 
citizens  reprefentatives,  of  the  propriety  of  declaring,  by  a  iaw^ 
that  the  traitors  who  by  any  fneans  give  encouragement,  during  an 
attack,  to  the  enemies  of  the  republic,  (hall  be  tried  by  a  militarjf' 
commiffion. 

The  DireAory  invites  you  to  take  this  meflige  into  your  carlieft 
confideration. 

(Signed)  Merlin,  Prefident-. 


PROCLAMATION. 

LlhERTYf   EQilALITY,    FRATERNITY. 

Batavians, 

CINCE  it  is  but  too  manifeft  that  the  revolution  "which  the  ViC« 
^  torious  arms  of  the  French  effcfled  in  the  year  1795,  has  beem 
either  openly  counteraded  or  fecretly  undermined  by  thofe  whooa 
¥0!j  have  chofen  to  fcipport  atid  confirm  it ;    fmce  the  unity  and 
indlvifibility  of  the  fovercignty  of  the  people,  the  confolidations 
of  the  debts  of  the  provinces,  the  equality  of  the  civic  rights  and 
duticf,  the  abolition,  in  this  refpe^,  of  all   didindiions  betweeik. 
rank*  and  ftaiions,  and  laflly,  the  entire  fcparatiou  of  the  church 
^^•Jm  the  ftate,  have  heen  continually,  fonie  in  a  more  and  others 
in  a  Icf?  open  manner,  the  apples  oi  difcord  in  the  prefcnt  times  ; 
i»«u:c  the  voice  of  truth  and  the  welfare  of  the  whole  people  have 
b^cn  obliged  to  yield  to  error,  and  provifional  or  perfonal  fclf-in- 
••^rrtl ;    and  fince,  laftly,  the  conllant  clathing  of  oppofite  and 
♦-•istradiclory  principles,  has  enfeebled  ail  the  branches  of  political 
*tariiniflration,  and  threatens  to  render  perpetual  the  unfetilcd  and 
ynceriajn  ftate  of  revolution  ;  it  mull  certainly  be  the  wifli  of  all, 
•hat  a  powerful,  fteady,  and  wcll-adjullcd  authority,    (hould  at 
l?f)gih  put  an  end  to  all  thefc  uncertainties,  divifions,  and  contra- 
«Bitory  principles,    prevent  their  dcAru«51ivc  confequenccs,    and 
fibbl.fh  a  wife  form  of  government,  founded  on  the  acknowledg- 
ment of  the  great  truths  above  mentioned,  and  conhrmed  by  juHicc 
and  prudence. 

You  flattered  yourfelvcs  that  thefe  principles  would  be  rcflored 
00  the  aid  of  January  lalt,  and  in  whatever  light  you  mi^ht  at 
?:*/f  view  the  events  of  that  day,  you  were  willing  to  excufc  the 
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jrrcgiilarity  of  the  proceeding,  from  the  ftate  of  afFdirs>  anci  the 
necetlity  of  the  circumftances,  and  to  fupport  the  authority  of  the 
new  intermediary  adminiflraiion,  the  conftituent  affembly  repre- 
fenting  tHe  Batavian  republic.  You  only  required  proof  that 
the  events  of  that  day  were  not  the  a£ls  of  a  faction,  but  the 
triumph  of  ti;uc  principles,  tending  to  promote  the  welfare  of  the 
people. 

Under  thefe  conditions  you  were  willing  to  place  unlimited 
confidence  in  the  intermediary  adminiftration,  and  tranfinit  the 
names  of  your  patriots  with  unbounded  gratitude  to  the  latelt 
pofterity. 

Such,  BatavianSy  was  your  generous  and  noble  condu£l ;  but 
foon  it  appeared  that  the  fpirit  of  the  new  intermediary  admini- 
ftration  had  no  tendency  to  render  all  former  differences  lorgotten^ 
by  juft  and  generous  mcafures.  Soon  it  appeared,  that,  inltead  of 
a  rcftoration  of  principles,  you  had  obtained  a  change  of  perfons, 
by  a  revolution  iimiiar,  in  that  refpc^l,  to  all  the  former  which 
your  commonwealth  had  fufFered  during  more  than  two  centuries, 
but  much  more  dangerous  than  them  all,  fince,  by  the  precipita- 
tion and  ignorance  of  the  authors  of  it,  every  thing  was  over- 
turned, and  the  country  rendered  a  prey  to  anarchy  and  tyranny, 
in  a  manner  of  which  its  hiftory  affords  no  example.  Not  merely 
were  tlie  heads  of  the  federative  ariftocratic  adminiftration  excluded 
from  the  diredlion  of  affairs,  but  ignorance  and  difguifed  felf- 
intereft  contrived  to  render  fufpcfted  almofl  every  perfon  of  abi- 
lities and  merit  in  the  country.  Worthy  men,  and  even  fuch  as 
had  continually  declared  therafelves  the  friends  of  the  'principles, 
now  eilablifhed,  and  who  had  been  conilantly  devoted  to  the  in- 
terefts  of  the  people,  but  who  had  fhown  too  much  fpirit  to  bo 
flavcs  of  a  fadion,  or  idolize  individuals,  were  excluded  both 
from  the  provincial  and  general  adminiftrations,  which  were  filled 
with  men  whofe  conduft  had  rendered  them  contemptible  in  the 
eyes  of  the  nation,  or  who,  at  leail,  had  no  other  merit  than  that 
of  being  the  blind  fupporters  of  a  faction* 

There  is  not  a  more  certain  fign  of  the  approaching  fall  of  a 
ftate,  than  when  jultice  is  publicly  violated.  Exiles  return  fc- 
cretly  into  the  country — fentences  which  had  been  pronounced 
againll  offences,  and  profecutions  againll' perfons  accufed,  were 
annulled.  At  the  fame  time  the  feekeis  after  offices,  a  race  of 
men  deflru6live  to  every  nation,  thruft  from  their  places  a  great 
number  of  upright  and  able  men  throughout  the  whole  country  ; 
and  the  order  to  remove  thofc  who  were  unfit  to  remain  in  their 
pods  and  emplo)ments,  was  enforced  in  the  moft  arbitrary 
xnanner. 

Such,  Batavians,  were  the  proceedings  of  fomcanarchifts,  who 
every  where  flocked  together,  and  who  were  favoured  by  the  ma- 
jority of  the  members  of  the  conflituted  aflcmbly>   and  by  the 

executive 
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executive  power,  cither  becaufe  thefe  latter  were  weak  enough  td 
promife  themfelves  a  durable  fupport  from  them,  or  beCaufe  ihey 
had  not  fufEcienj  ftrcngth  to  oppofe  them ;  they  fo  far  extended  their 
infiuence,  that  many  of  thofe  who  had  been  members  of  the  laft 
national  aflembly,  and  who  had  fhown  themfelves  devoted  to  the 
principles  of  the  revolution,  whofe  only  offences  were,  that  they 
would  not,  without  your  previous  alfent,  annul  the  federative  go- 
vernment fan^ioned  by  the  national  afl'embly,  were  declared  to 
have  loft  the  conlidence  of  the  people,  and  to  be  deprived  of  theiif 
right  of  voting. 

The  meafures  of  fafety,  as  they  were  called,  fliould  have  had 
for  their  objedl  the  annihilation  of  all  fadlions,  without  diflinc- 
lion  :  but  they  were,  for  the  moft  part,  carried  into  execution  in 
fo  partial  and  arbitrary  a  manner,  that  the  whole  nation  was  ren- 
dered adverfe  to  the  order  of  things.  All  freedom  of  fpeech  was 
taken  away,  and  many  refolutions  too  evidently  flowed  from  the 
corrupt  fources  of  revenge  and  private  intereil.  The  motto  of 
unity  and  indivifibility  (hould  have  united  the  whole  nation,  and 
excited  all  to  combine  and  facrifice  their  individual  advantage  for 
the  general  good  of  the  country  ;  but  in  fuch  a  manner  were  xjick 
terms  employed,  as  to  transform  them  into  a  perfeft  tyranny ;  and 
the  tranfaftion  of  the  22d  of  January,  by  the  ignorance  and  preci- 
pitation with  which  it  was  conducted,  became  the  objeft  of  general 
contempt,  averfion,  and  ridicule. 

At  length,  Batavians,  the  conftituent  aflembly  prefented  to  you 
the  plan  of  a  conftitution  for  your  acceptance,  and  from  that  time 
began  an  avowed  difregardof  the  eftablifhed  principles  ;  the,  fpirit 
of  the  intermediary  adminiftration  was  no  longer  difguifed,  and 
your  grievances  reached  their  utmoft  height. 

Faithful  Batavians  !  the  principles  themfelves  had  not  been  in 
danger,  had  the  new  executive  directory,  eftabliflied  by  the 
'  conititution,  been  chofen  as  that  conftitution  prefcribes.  Would 
the  conftitution  have  been  lefs  freely  accepted,  had  the  meeting  of 
the  primary  aflemblies  not  been  fo  long  delayed  ?  Was  it  ncceflary 
that  emiifaries,  fuch  as  the  men  before  mentioned,  ihould  be  emr 
ployed  on  this  occafion  ?  Was  it  neceflary  to  entruft  to  them  the 
dangerous  power  of  depriving  citizens  of  the  right  of  voting? 
Was  not  this  a  violent  attack  on  the  fovereignty  of  the  people. 
Dot  juftified  by  the  urgent  neceflity  pleaded  in  fomc  other  cafes  ? 

And  as  if  all  this  were  not  fufficient,  the  injury  offered  to  the 
infuited  fovereignty  of  the  people,  on  the  4th  May  laft,  was  ftill 
ereater.  Then,  after  the  acceptance  of  the  conftitution,  and 
[•  when  the  will  of  the  people  had  been  exprefsly  declared,  with 
yefpe^  to  the  manner  in  which  their  reprefcntativcs  in  their  le- 
giflative  body  (hould  be  chofen,  the  majority  of  the  members  of 
tbe  conftituent  aifembly,  by  their  own  authority  alone,  declared 
Jbemfelves  the  legifiative  body  of  the  Batavian  peoplej^    leaving 
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no  other  Free  elcSion  to  the  people,  but  merely  to  fill  the  vacaiv 
cics  in  that  body.  At  that  moment  a  flagrant  breach  of  the  con- 
ilitution  was  committed,  and  a  direA  violation  of  the  inalienable 
lights  of  the  people  perpetrated. 

No  difgraccful  pretexts,  no  contemptible  perverfion  of  the 
words  of  ihc  conftiiution,  Tvill  ever  be  found  fuflicient  to  judify 
this  nSt  of  violence  in  the  opinion  of  any  nation  in  Europe. 

Thefc  things,  Batavians,  yon  have  all  fecn  ;  they  could  cfcape 
the  obfcrvation  of  no  perfon.  But  wo,  vvhofe  diflFerent  iituations 
have  placed  us  around  the  intermediary  adminiftration,  have  been 
able  to  view  the  whole  of  thcfe  trania<Slions,  ancLdifcover  their 
motives  and  confequences.  Niimerous  complaints  of  the  inhabit- 
ants, which  would  not  have  exKled,  had  it  not  been  for  the  vio- 
lent event  of  the  22d  of  January,  have  iuceflantly  diverted  the  at- 
tention of  the  intermediary  adminiflration  from  the  great  interefts 
of  the  country,  and  fixed  it  on  matters  of  lef§  importance.  The 
negligence  of  the. ruling  powers  has  fpread  from  commune  (o 
cjmmune  through  the  country  ;  and  had  not  We,  and  fome  others^ 
exerted  ourfelves  to  ftem  the  torrent,  a  general  liftlelfnefs  and  in- 
aSlivity  muft  have  pervaded  the  whole  land,  and  difafFe£lion  asid 
alarm  feized  on  all. 

And  will  you  then,  Batavians,  any  longer  fiiffer  in  filence  th* 
injustice  done  you  ?  Do  you  not  feel,  like  your  anceflors,  the  va^ 
lue  of  civil  freedom  P  Can  you  not  diiliiiguilh  reality  from  a^ 
pearapce,  and  the  fubO'ance  from  the  name  P  Have  you  not  long 
wiQied  and  expeded  that  we,  who  have  I'worn  fidelity  to  oUr  coun- 
try, who,  from  our  fiiuation,  muft  be  moft  capable  to  deliver  you, 
ftbould  attempt  your  deli veraitcer  The  rcfiltance  of  the  people 
mud  be  fatal  to  opprefiion,  and  each  Batavian  who  feels  his  worth, 
mud  at  this  moment  be  transformed  i<nto  anoth'er  Brutus.  Bftta- 
vians!  you  have  wrefted  tM  authority  from  your  tyrants,  who 
have  ftolen  it  from  you  under  the  pretence  of  being  yourfricndsr 

But  think  not,  Batavians,  that  we  will  never  roltorc  to  you  that 
which  is  your  inalienable  property,  or  that,,  in  the  mean  time> 
we  will  deliver  it  into  unworthy  hands.  We  here  declare,  tiiat 
we  are  refponfible  for  it  to  you,  and  each  of  you,  to  oUr  own  oon« 
fcicncef,  and  to  the  eternal  Catife  of  all  things. 

The  event  will  fliow  whether  we  have  delivered  you  from 
ufurpation,  or  feized  tlie  authority  as  ufurpers  ourfelves.  Let  the 
iirft  conilitutional  legiflative  body  that  (hall  meet,  decide  upon 
this  fa6l ;  and,  as  we  have  already  obferved,  fmcethe  majority-  of 
our  former  rcprefentatives,.  legally  cle(£led,  w*ho,  on  the  aad  of 
January  la(t,  formed  themfelvcs  into  a  confUtueut  afrembly,.ancr  * 
now  have  declared  themfilves  a  conllitutional  Icgiflati^^  body,  by 
which  they  have  been  guilty  of  an  open  attack  on- your  fovereign 
power;  and  as  your  other  rep  rcTe  mat  ivcs,  w*ho  a£lud  as  the  heacfs 
of  the  federative  or  aritlocratic  adminiilr.)tjon>  now  annulled,,  have 
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fcrupled  to  take  their  feats  in  the  afTemhly  :  we,  compelled  by 
tiie  urgency  of  circum(lanceS|  and  obfcrving  what  is  direded  in 
the  31ft  article  of  the  regulation  annexed  to  the  conflitution,  in 
cafe  of  a  vacancy  in  the  Executive  Directory,  have  decreed,  and 
hereby  do  decree, 

r.  That  all  fuch  legiflative  authority  of  the  Batavian  people  as 
(hall  require  to  be  exercifed  for  the  daily  and  necefTary  interefts  of 
the  country,  (hall,  as  foon  as  pofTible,  be  cotnmitted  to  citizens 
whofc  honour  and  integrity  cannot  be  fufpcded. 

2.  That  the  late  intermediary  adminiftration  of  the  Bataviati 
republic  (hall  be  required,  as  bound  by  their  refponfibility,  to  carry 
into  effeA  the  conditution  of  the  Batavian  people,  in  a  fpeedy  and 
regular  manner,  for  the  reftoration  and  edabliihment  of  the  confli* 
tutional  legiflative  body. 

3.  That  all  authority  of  Icgiflation,  or  in  general  of  fovc- 
reignty,  exercifed  by  the  intermediary  adminiftration,  Ihall,  im- 
mediately after  the  eilabKlhmcnt  of  the  legiflative  body  of  the  Ba- 
tavian people,  oafs  to  that  body ;  and  after  the  elcdion  by  the  lat- 
ter of  a  legal  Executive  Dircftory  of  the  Batavian  republic,  all 
the  executive  authority  which  we  now  ncceflarily  exert  for  the  de- 
hverance  of  our  country,  (hall  be  refigned  to  that  Direftory. 

4.  That  we  engage  to  be  anfworahle  for  the  juft  and  faithfiil 
ufe  of  our  authority,  and  the  refignation  of  it  at  the  time  we 
have  mentioned,  to  the  legiflative  body  that  (hall  be  eledledj'or 
by  delegation  from  it,  to  the  high  national  tribunal  hereafter  to  be 
chofen. 

Pcrfe£My  convinced  that  what  we  have  done  will  be  approved  by 

tV.c  majority  and  mod  enlightened  of  the  Batavian  people,  we  hereby 

command,  in  their  name,  all  condituted  authorities,   provincial 

admiQiilrations,  or  adminiflrations  of  communes,  all  judices  of 

peace,  civil  officers,  and  commanders  of  the  military,  and  all  and 

tachof  the  inhabitants  of  the  Batavian  republic,  to  obey  our  com- 

mamis,    and  acknowledge    no  other  authority  than   ours,    until 

the  intermediary  adminillration  (hall  have  met ;  which  notification 

AiaII  be  made  public,  and  be  affixed  up  in  fuch  places  as  fimilar 

;.j:icc5  ufually  arc. 

Done  at  the  Hague  the  12th  of  June,  the  4th  year  of  Batavian 
freedom. 

J.  Spoors,  Agent  of  Marine. 

(j.  J,  Pymak,  Agent  for  the  War  Department. 

J.  G.  A.  GozEL,  Minider  of  Finance. 

R.  W.  Tadamar,  Minider  of  Judice. 

A.  J.  La  Pierre,  Minider  of  the  Interior. 
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Mfjfagefrom  the  Executive  DireSforyto  the  Council  of  Five  Hundrcif 

fent  on  the  \ft  jytly  1798. 

TfOR  a  long  time*  the  government  of  Malta  has  fhown 
^  itfelf  hoftile  to  France.  It  afforded  proteftion  to  emi- 
grants, as  alfo  to  the  foldiers  of  Conde's  army.  Her  confti- 
tuiion  ought  to  have  obliged  her  to  obfcrve  a  ftridl  neutra- 
lity, but  flie  always  adted  in  favour  of  the  enemies  of  France* 
The  French,  who  were  friends  to  liberty  at  Malta,  were  ill 
treated  and  confined.  In  a  manifeflo  of  the  loth  Odlober  1793* 
the  Grand  Mailer  declared  that  the  ports  of  the  idand  fliould  be 
fhut  againd  French  vefFelsj  and  that  he  fhould  recognife  the  am- 
baflador  but  as  a  charge  d'affaires  of  the  King,  without  faying  any 
thing  of  the  republic ;  he  declared  lie  could  not^  nor  would  not, 
recognife  it.  On  the  gth  of  June  of  the  prefent  yei^r,  a  requeft 
>vas  made  by  the  French  general  for  water,  which  was  refuted  by 
the  Grand  Mafter,  who  declared  ironically,  that  he  could  not  ad- 
mit but  two  (hips  into  the  port.  Dared  he  thus  infult  a  French 
army,  commanded  by  Buonaparte  r  The  loth  of  June,  the 
French  were  on  (hore  early  in  the  morning,  and  Malts^  was  in- 
vefled,  and  the  town  cannonaded  on  all  fides.  The  befieged  made 
a  fally,  in  which  General  Marmont,  at  the  head  of  the  19th 
brigade,  took  the  (landard  of  ihe  order.  On  the  i  Uh  the  knights 
furrender^d  the  town  and  port,  and  renounced  their  property  in 
the  ifland  to  the  French  republic.  We  found  at  Malta  two  veAels, 
one  frigate,  four  gallies,  1200  pieces  of  cannon,  40,000 muflcets, 
1,500,000  rounds  of  powder  and  other  ammunition,  of  which  the 
Dircftory  have  not  received  the  particular  details. 


Speech  made  by  Citizen  Sieycs^  upon  prcfenling  his  Credentials  to  the 

King  of  Prufjia. 

'TpHE  credentials  which  I  have  the  honour  of  delivering  to  your 
-*•  Majefty,  exprcfs  the  feniiments  which  animate  the  Diredory 
of  the  French  republic  towards  your  pcrfon.  They  announce 
^Ifo  the  motives  which  have  induced  the  Dircftory  to  confide  to 
xne  the  important  and  honourable  miflion  which  I  am  come  to 
fulfil. 

I  accepted  thismiilion,  bccaufe  in  my  country  I  have  conftantly 
declared,  to  whatever  fui.ftion  1  was  called,  in  favour  of  the 
fyftcm  which  tends  to  unite  by  intimate  bonds  the  interefts  of 
France  and  of  Pruffia ;  becaufe  the  inftru£lions  I  have  received  being 
conformable  to  my  political  opinions,  my  miniftry  will  be  frank> 
loyal,  and  every  way  fuitable  to  the  morality  of  my  charadcr; 
becaufe  this  fyftem  of  union,  on  which  the  proper  pofition  of 
Europe,  and  perhaps  the  falvation  of  a  part  of  Germany  depends, 
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\ra$  that  of  Frederick  the  Second,  great  among  kings,  immortal 
among  men !  becaufe  this  fyftem  is  worthy  of  the  wifdom  and  good 
intentions  which  marked  the  commencement  of  your  reign. 

May  the  hopes  of  my  governnient  not  be  difappointed,  and  my 
welUkfiown  fentiments  be  regarded  by  your  Majefty  as  one  title 
nofc  to  the  confidence  of  your  miniders. 


Dijcourfe  addreffed  by  Guillematdet,  Ambajffhdor  frqm  the  French 
Republic  to  the  Court  of  Spmriy  on  prejenting  his  Credentials^  on  the 
iTfhJuly  1798. 

Site, 

/^HARGED  by  the  Executive  DireSory  of  the  French  republic 
^^  to  maintain,  in  the  prcfence  of  your  Majefty,  the  intimate 
connexion  commanded  by  nature,  as  well  as  by  the  moft  found  po- 
licy, between  the  two  countries,  I  haften  to  renew  the  aflurances 
of  the  elleem  and  afFei£tion  of  the  government  to  which  I  have  the 
honour  to  belong.     A  citizen  pf  the  republic  which  has  acquired 
the  refpe£^  and  admiration  of  Europe,  my  foul  is  penetrated  with 
afenfe  of  the  dignity  to  which  the  man  is  exalted  who  fpeaks  in  its 
name.     Allied  to  a  nation  brdve  and  generous,    I  am  not  lefs 
|»oud  of  the  auguft  functions  which  I  am  to  fulfil  with  the  autho- 
rity which  reprefents  it.     The  exercife  of  the  miniftry  of  peace  is 
that  which  is  moft  congenial  to  my  natural  difpofition.     Thus 
yon  will  find  in  me  loyalty,  franknefs,  and  inviolable  refpeft  fdr 
the  facred  engagements  which  unite  the  two  nations.     It  gives  me 
pleafure.  Sire,  to  give  you  this  guarantee  with  that  aflurance  which 
fincerity  infpircs,  with  that  full  conviftipn  of  the  duties  which 
the  honourable  charader  with  which  I  am  Uivefted,  neceflarily 
impofes.     I  ihould  efteem  myfelf  truly  happy,  if,  in  acquiring. 
Ibme  claims  to  the  confidence  and  efteem  of  your  Majefty,  I 
could  alfo  acquire  that  of  the  two  countries,  which  their  mutual 
intereft,  and  a  fenfe  of  their  glory,  invite  to  the  moft  intimate  ' 
CODoexion* 


Speech  to  the  ^een,  fame  Day. 
Madam, 

I  HAVE  aflured  the  King,  your  hufliand,  of  the  fincere  defire 

I  feci  to  draw  clofer  than  ever  thofe  bonds  which  unite  the  two 

tions.     Such  is  the  uifti  of  the  government  which  has  fent  me 

your  Majefty.     My  own  engagements  are  conformable  to  it. 

fludi  adhere  to  them.    The  ties  which  bind  you  to  the  King  have 

[•entitled  you  to  his  entire  confidence  :  thus  you  may  enjoy  the  in- 

ffalcable  advantage  of  being  able  to  contribute  to  the  prosperity  of 
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the  Spanifh  nation :  and  if  it  be  its  intercdi  as  it  Is  that  of  the 
French  nation,  to  maintain  between  them  tKat  intimate  con- 
nexion which,  by  reciprocal  confidence,  may  rerive  induftry, 
commerce,  and  arts  in  their  bofoms,  it  is  worthy  of  you,  Ma- 
dam, to  participate  in  thofe  ads  which  attach  the  people  to  thofe 
who  govern  them.  Confide,  in  this  refpefl,  to  the  fihcerity  of 
the  envoy  of  a  republic,  which  knows  how  to  join  the  love  of  li- 
berty to  the  refpeS  which  its  conftltution  promifes  to  the  govern- 
ments of  thofe  nations  with  whom  it  is  in  friend(hip« 


Letter  from  the  Prejidetit  of  the  Executive  DireHory  of  the  Cif alpine 

Republic  to  General  Brune. 

Citizen  General, 

XX7HEN,  by  the  treaty  of  alliance  between  the  French  and 
^  Cifalpine  republics,  the  government  of  both  confided  to  the 
commander  in  chief  of  the  French  army  in  Italy  the  entire  difpo- 
iition  of  the  Cifalpine  troops^  it  was  done  in  the  firm  conviSion, 
that  fuch  general  would  fo  difpofe  of  them  as  not  only  to  fecure  the 
frontiers  of  the  republic  from  all  invafion,  but  alfo  to  caufe  the 
Cifalpine  name  to  be  refpededby  all  its  neighbours.  It  is  in  the 
fame  confidence,  Citizen  General,  that  the  Executive  Dire&oiy 
haftens  to  acquaint  you,  that  the  court  of  Turin,  daily  forgettine 
.the  mofl  facred  laws  of  good  neighbourhood,  and  that  refped 
which  friendly  nations  (hould  never  lofe  fight  of,  has  fuffered  iti 
its  capital  a  Cifalpine  foldier  to  be  taken  by  conftables  and  kept 
bound  in  a  dungeon.  This  injury,  joined  to  many  others,  too 
long  to*  be  detailed  to  you,  makes  us  hope.  Citizen  General,  that 
you  will  make  fuch  difpofitions  as  will  enable  us  to  claim  vi- 
goroiifly  reparation  from  the  court  of  Turin,  and  fecure  from  any 
attack  the  frontiers  of  our  republic.  Its  condu6l  towards  our 
friend,  the  Li^fian  republic,  whofe  territory  it  has  violated,  and 
its  evil  difpofitions  in  regard  to  ourfelves,  give  us  reafon  to  diftruft 
the  good  faith  of  the  proteftations  it  has  made  to  maintain  good 
harmony  between  us. 

(Signed)         Costabili, 
The  Prefident  of  the  Executive  Diredory. 
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PROCLAMATION. 

JShtue,    General  in  Chief  of  the  Army  of  Italy ^   to  the  Sardimen, 

Infurgents* 

Head ^arters^  Milan,  lith  M^or 
(July  b),fixth  Tear. 

T7UROPE  has  witncflcd  the  bloody  fcencs  of  which  Italy  is  the 
^^  theatre.  Scarcely  delivered  from  the  evils  of  war,  fhe  fees 
with  indignation  difcord  exciting  them  anew.  The  amicable 
Tuggeftions  of  the  Executive  Direclorv  of  the  French  republic  have 
not  been  able  to  put  a  (lop  to  thofe  fadions  which  devoured  each 
other,  and  all  were  ruHung  to  certain  deft ru£t ion. 

The  French  army,  furrounded  with  infurre£lion  and  civil  war^ 
were  obliged  to  be  on  their  guard.  It  was  eafy  to  difcovej-  in  all 
thefe  commotions,  the  influence  of  the  perfidious  government,  who 
fcavc  excited  every  fj[>ecies  of  crime  againd  the  repofc  of  the  world. 
and  who  have  too  often  turned  to  their  advantage  even  the  moft 
generous  paflions. 

The  real  objcS  of  ihefe  laft  intrigues  of  England,  is  to  obftruft 
the  orgaiuzation  of  the  new  republics  in  Italy,  and  to  paralyze 
Ac  efforts  of  the  Direftory  for  fecuring  peace  to  all  the  ftates 
of  die  continent ;  and,  above  all,  to  induce  us,  by  thefe  out-* 
rages,  to  violate  treaties  which  they  know  we  have  religioufly  ob- 
fcfVed. 

Always certam  of  punifhing  her  enemies,  they  have  not  efcaped 
Ifcc  notice  of  the  French  republic.  But  in  the  midft  of  them,  ft» 
fees  alfo  fj^mefriends  who  have  been  cnifled. 

She  wifhes  todeftroy  the  power  of  the  firft,  and  torcftorehap- 
pinefsto  the  latter,  by  fecuj^ing  their  tranquillity. 

In  confequcncc  of  the  formal  demand  of  the  Executive  Di- 
irftory,  the  King  of  Sardinia  has  publifhed  a  full  and  entire 
aranefty.  No  inquiry  will  take  place  with  rcfpeft  to  the  late 
^oibances.  All  proceedings  relative  to  opinions,  or  political 
eondud,  are  annulled.  Thofe  who  were  profecuted,  ot  dreaded 
profecution  on  ihefe  ground>,  are  free  to  return  to  Piedmont,  to 
enjoy  their  properties  and  to  difpofe  of  them.  As  a  guarantee  of 
this  promife,  and  likewife  of  the  country  which  he  governs,  the 
King  of  Sardinia,  the  ally  of  our  republic,  has  received  a  French 
gaxrifon  into  the  citadel  of  Turin. 

By  this  means  ought  the  flames  of  civil  war  to  be  extinguifhed. 
•The  French  republic,  after  fo  many  facrifices  to  give  peace  to 
Italy,  will  not  permit  that  this  fine  country  Should  be  abandoned 
*o  the  moft  fanguinary  devaftation. 

I  therefore  invite  all  the  friends  of  the  French,  who,  pro- 
ifOked  by  the  injuries,  the  menaces,  and  perfecutions  of  <he  op- 
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pofite  party,  have  taken  up  arms  to  defend  their  lives  and  their 
honour,  to  lay  down  their  arms,  and  return  to  their  habitations^ 
and  the  bofoms  of  their  families,  aflured  of  being  no  longer 
difturbcd. 

As  to  thofe  who,  after  this  amicable  and  folemn  invitation, 
fhall  continue  to  form  armed  aflemblages,  unconnedled  with  the 
organization  of  the  French  army,  6r  the  troops  of  the  government 
of  Italy,  1  declare  that  they  fhall  be  regarded  as  enemies  to  France, 
the  friends  of  England,  and  promotets  of  difturbanc^  ;  and  I  (hall 
caufe  them  to  be  purfued  as  fuch. 

(Signed)  Brune« 


Letter  from  General  Brune  to  the  Chevalier  Borghrfe^  Minifter  Pic* 
ftifotentinrj  of  the  King  of  Sardinia  to  the  Cif alpine  Republic. 

AJilan^  id  Thermidor* 

XrOUR  noteofyeflerday,  M.  Minifter  Plenipotentiary,  could  not 
^  but  fill  me  with  aflonilhment ;  I  am  accuftomed  only  to  the 
language  of  good  faith  and  honour,  and  I  perceive  in  what  your 
court  has  di£lated  to  you,  expreflions  and  a^ertions,  which  wound 
xh^Jimple  virtues  in  which  my  natior  conflitutes  her  glory.  You  call 
upon  me  to  exert  all  my  power  to  difperfe  the  Piedmontefe  infur- 
gcnts,  at  the^very  time  when,  drawn  into  fnares,  which  their  en- 
thuftafm  could  alone  prevent  them  from  difcoveiing,  and  which 
villany  alone  could  contrive,  they  are  mafTacred  by  hundreds  ; 
while  the  infurgents  confined  in  the  dungeons  of  Turin,  and  other 
■places,  are  (lill  in  irons ;  while  your  government,  communi- 
cating its  fentiments  through  you,  dares  immediately  after  the 
amnefty  fay,  that  the  country  will  be  expofed  to  new  calamities, 
if  thcfe  ferocious  men  (the  Piedmontefe  infurgents)  are  reftorcd  to 
liberty.     Your  amnefty  then  was  intended  as  a  new  fnare. 

You  fay,  that  Citizen  Angros,  the  French  commander  at 
Tortona,  has  permitted  the  infurgents  to  pafs  under  the  fortrefs. 
This  aftertion  is  utterly  deftitute  of  foundation.  Having  been  ap- 
prifed  at  midnight,  that  an  armed  force  was  approaching,  he  put 
his  troops  in  motion :  he  intimated  that  he  would  not  allow  treaties 
to  be  violated.  Angros  is  a  brave  man.  Would  he  have  done 
well  to  have  aflifted  in  exterminating  wretched  fugitives  efcaped  from 
the  maffacre  of  the  i6th  Meflidor  ?  The  French  refped  mifery ; 
they  fpare  the  vanquilhed  ;  they  never  aftaflinate. 

You  afk  me,  Sir,  to  take  fome  fteps.  You  affeft  to  be  igno* 
rant,  however,  that  the  force  which  is  under  my  authority,  cannot, 
and  ought  not  to  be  employed,  but  in  the  event  that  thofe  of  his 
Sardinian  Majefty  fliall  be  infufficient.  Ypu  fay  not  a  word  of 
the  precautions  which  it  would  be  neceftary  to  take  againft  af- 
faftins;  who  form  a  part  of  the  militia  of  the  King  your  maftcr, 
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yAo  flaily>  fincc  the  amncfty,  have  cut  to  pieces  the  fmall  French 
detachments  they  meet,  and  (hoot  upon  the  roads  our  parties  of 
cavalry.  Europe  will  hear,  and  hiftory  will  repeat,  to  the  indig- 
nation of  pofterity,  the  anfwer  of  one  of  the  principal  officers  of 
his  Sardinian  Majefly,  the  commandant  of  Alexandria,  to  the  re* 
monftrances  of  a  French  general :  "  What !  your  troops  artafli- 
nated  ?  It  is  owing  to  a  miitake  of  our  militia,  who  take  them  for 
Piedmontefe  infufgents/' 

You  recriminate  againd  Liguria,  by  accufing  that  republic  of 
the  charges  which  it  imputes  to  you.  The  tree  of  liberty  has  ' 
been  thrown  down  with  contempt  and  infult  in  the  towns  which 
you  ftill  occupy.  Contributions  have  been  impofed,  vexations  com- 
mitted, arms  carried  off.  Your  government  has  been  the  aggref- 
for.  Liguria  fliowed  iifelf  the  firft  to  liften  to  the  invitations  of 
the  Executive  Diredlory,  for  the  re-eftablifliment  of  the  peace  of 
Italy.  She  laid  down  her  arms,  at  the  moment  when  her  energy 
promifed  her  new  vi£lorics.  Her  good  faith  and  generofity  have 
ne\'er  been  expofed  to  doubt. 

Neverthelefs,  in  order  to  avoid  all  difputes  on  the  principle  of 
reftitution,  by  an  order  of  yefterday,  I  decided,  that  the  places 
taken  on  both  (ides  Jha II  be  put  into  the  hands  of  the  French  republic ^ 
and  kept  as  a  depot,  till  a  definitive  treaty  takes  place  between  the 
two  powers. 

Your  court  has  made  public  the  convention  figned  by  Colonel 
Saint  Merfan  and  me,  relative  folcly  to  the  taking  poireffion  of 
the  citadel  of  Turin,  but  it  has  not  thought  proper  to  publifli  the 
previous  convention,  which  fixes  the  bafis  of  the  amneiiy,  and 
vrhich  was  figned  by  Citizen  Ginguene,  ambaffador  of  the 
French  republic,  and  M.  de  Prioca,  his  Sardinian  Majefty's  am- 
baffador, -  Befides,  I  only  received  a  fingic  copy  of  the  royal  pro- 
clamation, and  therefore  it  was  not  in  my  power  to  diftribute  itio 
cur  generals  and  commandants.  If  your  infurgcnts  are  no  better  in- 
formed than  we  are  of  the  difpofitions  of  your  court,  I  am  not  fur- 
piifcd  that  they  flill  entertain  alarms. 

I  do  not  fay  a  word  of  a  number  of  circumflances  which  prove 
ade^p,  crooked  policy,  in  certain  counfellors  of  his  Sardinian 
Majefly.  The  inaifputable  fads  I  have»mentioned,  are  fufficient 
to  fliow  that  difpofition.  It  is  yet  time  to  return  to  good  faith  and 
to  juflice.  It  is  the  wi(h  of  the  French  republic,  that  all  fhould 
be  tranqtiil  and  happy  around  her  army.  She  ought  no  longer  to 
be  difturbed  by  feditions,  occafloned  by  the  mofl  criminal  in- 
trigues ;  and  his  Sardinian  Majefly  himfelf  would  do  well  to  re- 
niember,  that  it  was  he  himfelf  who  called  upon  us  to  fecure  the 
tranquillity  of  his  dominions. 

I  requefl  you,  M.  Minifler  Plenipotentiary,  to  notify  to  your 
pourt  the  following  demands : 

',  I.  That  liberty  fhall  be  granted  to  the  imprifoned  infurgents. 
/.  «.  The 
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2.  The  citadel  of  Turin  (hall  be  furnlflicd  with  provifioiis  for 
two  monthsy  arid  the  florcs  and  other  necelfaries  which  were 
carried  off  when  the  French  troops  entered,  fhall  be  re-cfli^ 
blifhed,  the  taking  away  of  which  endangered  the  fafety  of  the 
depot* 

3.  The  militia  and  other  forces,  which  exceed  the  peace  eftaF- 
bliihmcnty  iliall  be  difbanded. 

4.  The  Count  dc  Salla,  his  Majelly's  conanundant  at  Alex* 
andria.  fhall  be  recalled. 

Upon  thcfc  conditions,  which  are  all  either  the  provifians  of 
the  confequence  of  the  conventions  (igned  at  Turin  and  Milan 
the  8th  and  loth  of  this  month,  the  French  republic  can  ftill  rely 
on  the  fidelity  of  her  ally,  and  baniih  all  fufpicton^  notwithftandp- 
ing  errors  of  too  fatal  confequences. 

I  yefterday  fent  you  copies  of  my  proclamation  relative  to  tho 
infurgents*  I  fend  you  fevcral  others.  I  truft  that  as  well  for  the 
fake  of  humanity,  as  the  intereft  of  your  court,  you  will  take  care 
to  have  them  dillybuted. 

I  have  appointed  an  officer  to  regulate,  in  concert  with  a  Sar- 
diniivn  officer,  every  thing  that  relates  to  the  communications 
within  the  limits  of  the  places  which  we  occupy,  and  the  means 
of  facilitating  the  return  of  the  infurgcnts. 

(Signed)  Bruns. 


Proclamation publijbed  en  the  7.\Ji  Julyt  at  Turin. 

npHE  Marquis  Don  Charles  Francis  dc  Thaon,  Chevalier,  &c* 
-*•  governor  of  the  city  and  province  of  Turin. — After  the  beno* 
ficent  orders  fo  often  repeated  for  the  prefervation  of  tranquillity 
in  his  realm,  his  Majcdy  hoped  to  have  feen  it  pecfedlly  reftored 
among  his  well-bclovcd  fubje£ls.  It  is  with  the  greatelt  aftonifli- 
ment,  and  the  moil  lively  regret,  he  learns  that  this  tranquillity  ig 
in  danger  of  being  interrupted  anew  by  evil-defigning  per/bns, 
lately  returned  into  his  territories,  who  labour,  by  falfe  and  fe- 
ducing  fchemes,  to  make  the  pc(^pie  favour  their  dark  and  infidi* 
cms  plans,  either  by  prcdi(5ling  dill  greater  misfortunes,  or  by 
artful  exaggerations  of  the  complaints  of  the  country  ;  or,  finally^ 
by  openly  and  unrefervcdly  exciting  all  defcriptions  and  claflesof 
the  inhabitants  againft  individuals  of  the  French  nation. 

From  the  atrocious  malice  of  thcfe  wicked  men  mud  refuh 
confequences  baneful  to  the  public  and  private  tranquillity  of  his 
Maiefty's  fubje£ls. 

The  French  live  in  Piedmont  under  the  protection  of  public 
treaties  of  peace  and  alliance.  All  hodile  plans  that  aiight  be 
executed  againfl  them,  would,  therefore,  be  contrary  to  the  ea- 
gagements  of  his  MajeAy,  and  the  principles  of  hoiiour  which  al* 
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wiys  diftinguiflied  his  fubjefts.  They  would  be,  moreover,  the 
Iburce  of  the  mod  heavy  misfortunes  to  the  ilate,  and  to  indl* 
▼iduals. 

His  Majcfty,  therefore,  being  defirous  to  prevent  fuch  dif- 
ordcrs,  by  making  known  the  danger  into  which  the  enemies  of 
pjblic  peace  endeavour  to  precipitate  his  good  and  faithful  fub- 
jcAs,  and  putting  them  oh  their  guard  againfl  the  dark  machina- 
tions with  which  they  are  furrounded,  in  order  to  llop  the  pro- 
•rcfs  of  fuch  perfidious  manoeuvres,  has  ordered  u5  to  notify  to 
:he  public,  that  it  is  his  Maje(ly*s  intention,  that  all  his  fubjcfls 
Ihould  abftain  from  all  difcourfe  tending  to  agitate  the  minds  of 
the  people,  and  to  irritate  them  againft  the  French  ;  that  in  cafe 
of  provocation  or  infult,  complaint  (hould  he  made  only  to  their 
fuperiors,  who  may  be  able  to  adjud  the  public  peace  ;  and  that 
all  thofe  who  (hall  difobey  their  orders,  (hall  be  deemed  diilurbers 
of  the  public  tranquillity,  a-nd  punifhed  as  fuch. 


•J/v  Ambaffador  of  the  French  Republic  rcfiding  at  the  Court  of  Rome ^ 

to  the  Minijier  of  Foreign  Affairs, 

Florence^   1 1  Nivofe  (Dec.  31,  ■ 

IN  my  difpatch,  No.  17,1  gave  you  information  relative  to  the  pre* 
^  fent  fmiation  of  Rome.  Events  havefmce  occurred  which  obliged 
meto  quit  that  city.  Ontlie6ch  Nivofe  (Dec.  26},  three  perfons  came 
to  mc  to  fay  that  a  revolution  vvas  to  take  place  in  the  courfc  of  the 
night ;  that  the  public  indignation  was  extreme,  and  that  they 
apprized  me  of  this,  to  the  end  that  no  new  event  Ihould  furprife 
me.  I  replied  to  them,  that  my  fituation  at  the  court  of  Rome 
would  not  allow  me  to  liflen  tranquilly  to  fuch  an  overture,  and 
that  the  meafure  appeared  to  me  to  be  as  ufelcfs  as  ill  timed. 
They  replied,  that  they  wiflied  to  have  my  advice,  and  to  know 
whether  the  French  government  would  prote£l  their  revolution,  if 
i:  (hould  be  accompli(hed  ?  I  told  them  that,  as  an  impartial 
fpectator  of  events,  I  Ihould  give  an  account  to  my  government 
of  the  tranfa^lions  \  and  I  added,  that  at  the  moment  of  a  general 
pacihcation,  it  would  be  unfortunate  that  any  thing  ihould  hap- 
pea  to  retard  it.  Asa  man,  I  exhorted  them  to  be  tranquil:  I 
did  not  think  they  had  the  means  within  thcmfelves  :  and  I  was 
fure  the  French  government  would  not  prote£t  them.  Asminillcr 
of  France,  I  enjoined  them  not  to  repeat  their  vifit  with  fuch  in- 
tentions. They  quitted  me  with  an  affurance  that  every  thing 
(hould  be  fufpcnded  for  the  moment.  The  night  accordingly 
pa^fcd  in  tranquillity. 

Next  evening.  Chevalier  Azarra  told  me  confidentially,  that  he 
bad  juli  been  with  the  fecrctary  of  (late,  and  that  it  appeared 
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probable  fome  imprudent  pcrfons  were  about  to  attempt  a  rifing, 
which  would  be  as  unrnccefsfuly  on  account  of  thc-fmaUn^fs  of 
their  numbers  and  their  foolifh  condud^  as  that  which  was  im* 
dertaken  fome  months  before. 

I  learned  at  the  Marchionefs  MafTimi's,  that  four  of  the  leadert 
of  this  aiFair  were  the  fpics  of  the  government,  which  hpdtakeo 
meafurcs  to  defeat  the  plan  of  the  infurgents,  and  that  the  iofur- 
gcnts  were  to  niect  at  V^ilh  Mcdicis.     We  (cparated. 

On  the  fqllovving  morning,  at  four^  I  was  awakened,  and-told 
that  there  was  a  revolutionary  movement  pt  the  VUU  Me4icis, 
where  from  eighty  to  one  hundred  men  were  afiembled,  and  fur- 
rounded  by  the  Pope's  troops.  I  went  to  fleep  aggin.  In  the 
courfe  of  the  morning  I  learned  that  a  patrolc  had  been  -attacked 
by  a  band  of  fixty  men.  Two  of  the  Pope's  dragoons  were  kill- 
ed. Some  of  the  infurgents  wefc  apprehended,  and  the.othcrs 
known  to  the  government.  Many  individuals  had  hoifted  the 
French  national  cockade ;  a  fack  filled  with  which  had  been  left^ 
as  if  by  accident,  at  the  fpot  where  they  were  alTembled.  I  went 
to  the  (ccretary  of  (late,  whom  I  found  tranquilj,  and  told  hun^ 
that,  far  from  oppofmg  the  arrefl  of  thofc  who  had  hoifted  the 
cockade,  I  demanded  of  him  that  this  arrcft  fliould  take  place^ 
with  the  exception  of  the  French  and  Italians  attached  to  mt 
unbafly :  thefe  amounted  only  to  the  number  of  eight,  and  I 
pointed  them  out  tp  him,  and  propoled  his  immediately  a4opting 
meafures  pgainft  them.  I  informed  him,  that  there  were  fix  in- 
dividuals wlio  had  taken  refuge  in  my  jprifdiSion;  that  if  tfaej 
were  in  the  number  of  revolters,  I  fliould  willingly  come  to  an 
i^Gcommodation  with  him,  in  order  that  the  impunity  of  tliefe 
Baen  might  not- give  confidence.  It  was  then  two  in  the  after- 
noon, and  the  hour  of  dinner  with  the  cardinal.  He  bewed  m^ 
to  retire  for  the  prefenr,  promifing  to  meet  me  at  fix  in  tm  even^ 
ing,  at  the  Spaniih  mioifter's,  whither  lie  was  to  go  with  the 
Tufcan  minifter.     All  this  we  agreed  to. 

I  now  returned  home,  convinced,  by  the  fcfenity  of  the  Cecre- 
tary  of  flate,  that  the  affair  of  the  preceding  night  would  have  np 
difa(brous  confequence.  I  found  at  my  houfe  Geoesai  DU|diot 
and  Adjutspt-general  Sherlock,  and  t\vo  Frefich  painters*  We 
fpoke  of  the  paltry  revolutionary  attempt  of  the  night  iieibvey  as 
the  new5  of  the  moment.  We  were  about  to  fit  down  to  table, 
but  were  retarded  by  the  abfcnce  of  my  fiecretaries,  who  were  ca« 
gaged  in  drawing  up  a  correA  lift  of  the  perfons  entitled  to  wear 
the  French  national  cockade.  This  I  wiflied  to  fend  to  the  fiocre* 
tary  of  ftate  before  dinner.  The  porter  now  infiaroied  me,  that 
twenty  individuals  were  determined  to  force  the  houfe,  and  had  it^ 
their  hands  a  large  quantity  of  Frcncli  national  cockades,  which 
they  were  diftributing  to  the  paiTers  by,  whom  they  excited  to 
pdJ  nut|  l^:ve  la  reft{bli^u€  i  Vive  U  peuple  Remain  /-TOne  of  them 
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mfiAed  oh  fpeaking  wich  me :  it  was  an  artlft,  whom  I  knew> 
kiving  been  recommended  to  me  at  Paris  by  the  minider,  your 
predeceflbr.  He  preferted  himfelf  to  me  with  the  air  of  a  fana- 
tic: **  A^  mrt  free^^  faid  he,  **  but  we  d\rmand  the  fiifport  of 
trance!*  This  mad  oration  was  particularly  revolting  in  thd 
laoath  of  an  artift  who  had  been  one  of  the  three  with  whom  I 
Aad  had  the  converfation  on  the  26th.  I  made  him  fenftble  of 
this.  I  dedred  him  and  his  companions  to  retire  immediate/ 
from  the  jurifdiilion  of  France,  01  orherwife  that  t  (hould  take 
ftrong  meafures  againft  them:  He  drew  back,  confounded.  The 
military  men  who  were  with  mtf  endeavoured  to  convince  them  of 
the  folly  of  their  enterprife.  **  Were  the  government  of  the 
town,'*  faid  General  Sherlock,  <<  to  point  a  fingle  cannon  ag^lnft 
yoir,  what  would  become  of  your  pretended  liberty?"  Upon 
this,  the  man  withdrew. 

A  French  artift  came  and  informed  me,  that  the  ntlttiberof 
the  multitude  without  increafed ;  that  he  had  diftinguifhed  in  the 
Cfowd  a  number  of  the  fpies  of  government,  who  were  well 
known,  and  who  called  out,  louder  than  the  reft,  <<  Vl^  la 
fffuUique!  Five  le peuple  Romain!*'  that  handfuls  of  piafters  wcrb 
thrown  among  them,  and  that  the  entry  to  the  court  was  obftru<3:* 
fiL ^  The  French  officers  demanded  of  me  oidcrs  to  diljperfe  the 
«ob  by  force.  I  chofe  rather  to  fpeak  to  them  myfeftf  in  theiir 
onrn  tongue.  Idrefled  myfelf  in  my  diplomatic  robe,  and  Went 
inm  the  court,  accompanied  by  the  French  officers  who  were  then 
ill  the  paUce«  I  heard  a  long  difchargc  of  mulketry.  A  party 
of  cavalry  had  penetrated  into  the  midft  of  the  place,  withis  the 
French-  jurifdidion,  and  were  croffing  it  at  full  gallop.  They 
hMl  fired  through  the  three  great  porticos  of  the  palace.  The 
nob  had  taken  refuge  in  the  court  yard,  and  on  the  ftair-cafe.  £ 
met  in  my  paiTage  with  nothing  but  perfons  dying,  intimidated 
fbgitives,  bold  cnthuftads,  and  perfons  hired  to  excite  and  to  de- 
nounce the  agents  of  commotion.  A  company  of  fufilirrs  had 
fidlowed  tbe  cavalry  very^clofe.  I  found  them  partly  advancing 
itUo  the  portals  of  my  palace.  At  my  prefence,  they  ftopped* 
liirfked  for  their  leader,  whom,  being  hid  in  their  ranks,  I  could 
aot  diftinguifh.  I  aflced  this  troop,  by  whofe  order  they  had-  en- 
teicd  into  the  jurifdidion  of  France.  I  ordered  them  to  with'-> 
dnw.  They  drew  back  a  few  paces,  and  I  thought  that  1  hatl 
fiicsceeded  'in  that  point.  I  then  withdrew  towards  the  mob,  who 
liad  retired  into  the  interior  of  the  court.  As  the  tro6ps  with« 
4itWf  Ibitre  of  the  mob  advanced  againft  them  as  fad  as  they 
went  oflF.  I  told  them,  in  a  decided  tone,  that  I  would  compel 
the  fitft  amongft  them  who  (hould  dare  to  pafs  the  middle  of  the 
ftreet  to  return ;  at  the  fame  time  General  Duphot,  Adjutant- 
getteiil'  Sherlock^   two  other  officers,    and  myfelf,   drew  our 

O  a  fwords. 
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fwords,  to  awe  this  unarmed  aflemblage,  a  few  of  whom  onlf 
bad  piftols  and  (lilettoes. 

While  we  were  thus  bufied,  the  fufiliers,  who  had  merely  re- 
treated to  get  without  the  reach  of  the  pKlol  ihots,  made  a  gene- 
ral difcharge.  Some  of  the  people  in  the  outer  ranks  were 
wounded  by  the  fpent  balls.  We  who  were  in  the  middle  were, 
however,  refpcded.  The  fufiliers  prepared  to  load  again.  1 
took  advantage  of  this  moment.  I  recommended  it  to  citizen 
Beauharnais,  the  aidc-dc  camp  of  the  commander  in  chief,  who 
chanced  to  be  with  me  on  his  reuirn  from  a  miflionr  to  the  Le- 
vant, and  to  the  afliitant  of  Adjutant -general  Arrighi,  to  re* 
drain,  fabre  in  hand,  this  troop,  which  was  animated  by  very  dif- 
ferent fentiments;  and  I  advanced  with  General  Duphot  and  Ad- 
jutant-general Sherlock,  in  order  to  perfuadc  the  company  o( 
fufiliers  to  retire,  and  to  ceafe  firing.  I  call'?d  out  to  them  to  re- 
tire from  the  jurifdidion  of  France  ;  that  the  ambaflador  would 
himfelf  undertake  to  fee  jufiice  done;  that  they  had  nothing  to  do 
for  this  purpofe  but  to  detach  fome  of  their  officers  or  inferior  of- 
ficers to  the  Vatican,  to  their  general,  to  the  governor  of  Rome^ 
or  to  the  fenator,  or  any  other  public  man,  when  all  wbuld  be 
at  an  end. 

The  too  brave  General  Duphot,  accuflomed  to  conquer,  threw 
himfelf  among  the  bayonets  of  the  Pope's  fbldiers;  he  pre« 
vented  one  from  charging,  and  avoided  the  pu(h  of  another;  he 
followed  him,  as  it  were,  by  inflin£t.  He  was  fimply  a  media- 
tor between  the. two  parties.  Mifled  by  his  courage,  he  pro* 
cee^ed  as  far  as  the  Gate  Septiminiana.  A  foldier  fired  a  mufkct 
at  him,  and  the^ contents  loilged  in  liis  bread.  He  fell,  but  rofe 
again,  and  fupported  himfelf  on  his  fabre.  A  fecond  fliot  ex- 
tended him  on  the  pavement,  and  about  fifty  more  were  direAed 
againft  his  inanimate  body. 

The  Adjutant-general  Sherlock  received  no  wound;  he  favv 
his  brave  comrade  fall :  all  their  attention  was  now  directed 
againit  us.  He  pointed  out  a  way  to  me  which  led  us  to  the  gar- 
den of  the  palace,  and  withdrew  us  from  all  danger — from  the 
afiainns  of  Duphot,  and  from  another  which  had  now  come  up> 
and  was  firing  on  us  from  the  other  fide  of  the  ilreet.  The  two 
young  officers,  preifcd  by  this  fecond  company,  joined  us :  they 
fuggeflcd  a  new-  fpecies  of  danger  to  mc»  This  newly-ar rived 
company  might  enter  the  palace,  whither  my  wife  and  her  (iftei, 
who  was  on  the  following  day  to  be  married  to  Gejieral  Duphot* 
iiad  been  carried  by  force  by  my  fecretaries,  who  had  returned, 
and  by  fome  young  artifls.  We  regained  the  palace  by  the  way 
of  the  garden.  The  courts  were  filled  with  bafe  wretches  who 
had  contrived  this  horrible  fcene.  About  twxnty  of  them,  toge- 
ti;er/with  fome  peaceable  citizens  who  had  icmaiaed  on  tke  field 

of 
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(»f  bitlle,  entered  the  palace ;  the  ways  were  dyed  with  blood  ; 
dying  men  were  fccn  drawing  their  limbs  after  them,  and  wound- 
ed men  lamenting  at  every  ftep.  The  gates  ot  the  portico  were 
at  length  (hut. 

The  lamentation  of  the  miftrefs  of  Duphot,  that  young  hero 
who  conftantly  commanded  the  advanced  guard  of  the  armies  of 
the  Pyrenees  and  of  Italy,  had  always  been  viAorious,  now  cut 
off,  without  defence,  by  mean  ruffians — the  abfence  of  the  mo- 
ther ot"  my  wife,  and  of  her  brother,  whom  curiofity  had  caufed 
to  leave  tlie*  palace,  in  order  to  view  the  monuments — the  firing 
which  continued  in  the  ftrects  and  before  the  gates  of  the  palace— 
the  palace  of  Corfini,  which  I  inhabit,  furroundcd  by  people  of 
whofc  intentions  I  was  ignorant :  thefc  circumflanccs,  and  fevc- 
nl  others,  rendered  the  fcene  tlic  nioft  affcding  I  ever  wit* 
neflcd. 

I  caufed  my  domcftics  to  be  called — three  of  them  were  ah- 
fent.  I  caufed  the  arms  with  which  I  had  travelled  to  be  ready 
in  that  wing  of  the  palace  which  I  inhabited.  A  fentiment  of 
national  pnde,  which  I  could  not  fubduc,  prompted  fome  of 
the  officers  to  go  and  refcue  the  body  of  their  unfortunate  general. 
They  fuccccdcd  by  the  help  of  feveral  faithful  domeitics,  palling 
by  a  private  way,  in  fpite  of  the  uncertain  and  ill-dire£led  fire 
which  the  dcbafed  and  effeminate  foldiery  of  Pvomc  continued  on 
their  field  of  (laughter.  They  found  the  body  of  this  amiable  ge- 
neral, formerly  animated  by  fuch  a  fublimc  fpirit  of  heroifm, 
kripped,  pierced  with  wounds,  iiaintd  with  blood,  and  covered 
i^ith  lloncs. 

It  was  fix  o  clock  in  the  evening:    two  hours  had  tlapfcd  fince 

the  murder  of  General  Duphot,  and  no  perfon  came  to  mc  on 

the  p;iri  of  govcmmcnl.     Upon  hearing  the  recital  of  tlie  llatc 

ol  the  body  ot  our  untortun^tc  fcllow-citi/.cn,  1  determined   to 

quit  Rome.    Indignation  fuggc (ted  this  projctSt;  no  confiderationt 

lio  power  on  earth  would  have  made  me  change  it:  neverthelcfif,  1 

*^-*crmincd  to  uritc  to  Cardiiial  Doria  the  letter  No.  1.     A  failh- 

f:si  domeltic  iravcrftd  the  foldicrs — his  route  was  traced  in  the 

dirknefs  by  his  companions   from    the  fire  of    mulkctry.     At 

length  they  knocked  with  redoubled  fury — a  carriage  flopped — it 

was  perhaps  the  governor,  the  general,  the  fcnator,  fome  public 

etiiccr! — No;  it  was  a  friend;  it  was  the  Chevalier  Angiolini^ 

muiiiter  of  Tufjany.     He  traverfcd  the  patrolcs,  the  troops  of 

ihc  line,  and  the  civic  troops:   his  carriage  was  itoppcd.     He  was 

aikcd  if  he  wifhc-d  to  plnng«  himfelf  into  danger.     He  anfvvcred, 

with  courage,  tbat  no  danger  could  exiit  within  the  jurifdiclion 

of  the  French  ambalfador.     This  generous   reproach  was   a  fc* 

vere  and  true  criticifm  upon  the  con^uii  of  the  Roman  gover- 

cors,  againft  the  olhccrs  of  a  nation  to  whu:n  they  owe  the  re- 

rr.ai.'idcr  of  their  poliiical  cxilK'ncc, 

1  M.  Ic 


M!  le  Chevalier  Azarra,  minifter  of  SpMn>  did  not 
make  his  appearance.  This  man,  juftiy  honoured  by  hU  jcourt^ 
alfo  defpifed  all  dangers.  He  had  been  a  long  time  with.  me.  It? 
-was  then  eleven  oVlock  at  night,  and  they  could  not  anroid  ez^ 
prciiing  their  furprife  at  feeing  no  public  officer  arrive.  I  wrote 
to  the  cardinal  the  fccond  lettcr>  the  copy  of  which  is  hereunto' 
annexed  (No.  II. J.  1  received,  a  few  minutes  after,  his  ao- 
fwer,  hereunto  annexed  (No*  III.)*  At  lail^  an  officer,  with 
forty  nnen>  whofe  intentions  I  am,  fure  were  good,  came,  by  direc- 
tion of  the  fecretary  of  itate,  in  order  to  proteA  my  communica- 
tion with  him.  But  neither  he»  nor  any  other  perfon,  capable 
of  concerting  any  dccifive  ineafurcs  with  me,  for  the  purpofe 
of  delivering  me  from  the  revoltcrs,  who  (lilt  occupied  one  part 
of  my  jurifdidion,  and  from  the  troops  who  occupied  the  other, 
(3.\ne.  to  me  on  the  part  of  government,  notwithdanding  the  re- 
peated demands  I  had  made.  I  then  determined  to  depart ;  the 
fcntimcnts  of  indignation  had  given  place  to  reafon.  I  then 
wrote  the  letter  Nu.  IV.  to  the  fecretary  of  ftate,  demanding 
a  paiiport.  He  fent  it  to  me  two  hours  after  midnight,  with  the 
letter  Nol  V.  I  made  all  the  neceflfary  regulations  in  the  dead 
of  the  night,  with  the  fang  froid  oi  a  determined  refolution. 

I  wrote  to  the  fecretary  of  iiatc  letter  VL  which  he  feemed 
to  dcfire  in  anfwer  to  that  which  accompanied  the  one  addrefled 
to  the  Marquis  of  Maflimi,  minifter  of  the  Pope  at  Paris* 

At  fix  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the  9th,  fpurteen  hours- after 
the  alFaflinatiun  of  General  Duphot,  and  the  in  veiling  of  my 
palace,  and  of  the  maifacre  of  the  people  who  furrounded  itf  no 
Roman  came  to  me  from  go\*crinnent  to  know  the  fituaiion  of 
affairs.  I  fet  out,  after  having  taken  mcafuresfor  the  fafetyof 
tiie  few  French  that  remained  in  Rome.  The  Chevalier  Angio- 
lini  was  requelled  to  doliver  them  oaifports  for  Tufcany,  whero 
they*  found  me,  and,  after  my  departure,  Citizen  CacauUj  wit b 
whom  I  am  at  prtfent,  with  the  Frenchmen,  v«  ho  have  not  quit- 
ted me  fincc  tlie  danger  commenced. 

After  the  iimplc  relation  of  fads  which  I  have  made,  I  Ihould 
do  injury  to  republicans,  to  infift  upon  that  vengeance dvbich  xYnt 
French  government  ihould  take  upon  this  impious  government*. 
which,  having  ailallinated  Balievilie,  would  willingly  have  fervod 
the  firft  ambaifador  whom  the  French  government  deigned  to  fend 
to  them  in  the  fame  manner;  and  to  commit  thM  crime  upottiJl 
general  wIyo  was  dittinguifhed  as  a  prodigy  of  valouri  in  M 
army  in  which  every  man  was  a  hero. 

Citizen  mlnlflcr,  I  will  not  delay  my  journey  to  Paris>  «• 
foon  as  I  (hall  have  regulated  the  remainder  of  my  affairs,  I  will 
give  you  new  details  upon  the  Roman  government,  and  I  will 
itate  tlie  puniihiucut  which  I  think  oii^ht  to  be  infli^ied  upon 
them. 

This 
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This  'govfrn|iient  adheres  to  its  charader — abfoliite^  and  rafli 
indie  GOflamiBlofi  of  crimes,  cowardly  and  iubmiiiivc  wlu-n  thejr 
9K ooiiif)iitted.  I^  is  now  at  rirc  knties  ot  the  Chevalier  Azarra, 
ftssinz  him  to  go  id  Florence  after  me  to  biipg  mc  back  to 
Rome- ^  V 

■  That  generous  friend  of  the  French  vrrotc  nw  word  of  it,  I 
add,  that  this  mintiier,  and  that  of  Tcfcany,  i.uvc  alfured  me 
they  will  Jbticit  ta  be  recalled  from  a  country  in  \\l-\ch  there  is 
no  leaF  gf>vtirfH&Qnt ;.  where  4he  paflion  of  an  indivi(hi;*f  is  the 
Tcafoa  of  thellatei  where  the  private  hitred  of  tlucgotKl  intiu- 
tWX9  the  publicinan ;  the  Roman  conliders  his  exiiK-ncc  as  the 
great  objed,  and  facriSces  the  intcieit  of  the  (late  to  that  fenti- 
menjt.  He  wiU  ikcriticp  to  it  thofe  of  his  church,  and  of  the 
wht^fi  world. 

(Signed)  Buonaparte. 


Litter  from  thiCarfinjl  Secretary  of  State  tk  the  PopCj  to  the  Mat'* 

quis  of  Mafjimi^  at  Paris, 

•  Slr^ 

THE  difpatch  which  I  this  day  fend  to  you  will  be  the  fiib- 
\A  of  as  much  regret  to  you  as  it  is  to  me.  You  know  the  ex- 
tent of  our  fentiments  o(  friendfhip  for  the  French  republic,  as 
well  as  the  intereft  which  we  all  feci  in  whatever  concerns  it,  or 
relates  to  the  citizen  ambaflador  Buonaparte,  who  is  fo  rcfpcft- 
able  t  man.  I  had  received  yeKenlay  evening  conridential  rc« 
Borts,  (lating,  that,  in  the  courfe  of  the  night,  there  would  be 
some  commotion  in  the  city  of  Rome.  This  informaiicn  did  not 
appear  to  me  deferving  of  much  weight ;  but  dill  I  did  not  think 
it  right  totally  to  neglect  it:  therefore  I  took  thofc  (leps  which 
Cfery  wife  government  ougl|t  to  take,  under  fimilar  circum- 
fluices ;  and  having  thought  it  my  duty  to  acquaint  the  ambafl'a- 
A>r  therewith  to-day,  he  approved  of  them. 

I  remained  tranquil,  placing  an  entire  confidence  in  the  difpo- 
ikions  manifefted  by  the  ambaifador,  and  the  precautions  1  had 
liken,  when,  all  on  a  fudden,  about  eleven  oVlock  at  night,  I 
was  informed  that  a  body  of  infurgents  had  advanced  to  his  palace, 
lb  demand  fupport  from  him,  which  he  mod  firmly  rifiifed; 
that  affdirwards  General  Duphot  had  unfortunately  been  Irillid  in 
Hi  tfAion  which  took  place  between  the  infurgents  and  our  trocips. 
Ifwtfs  after  this  event  that  the  citizen  ambuifador  took  tlic  rc<o:n- 
tion  of  leaving  Rome.  I  endeavoured,  by  the  moit  uri^rnt  <  n- 
taaties,  to  induce  him  to  alter  his  refolution  ;  but,  n\  fpitt>  of 
fikfricndfhip  for  me,  he  thought  it  due  to  his  perfon  and  litua- 
tkm  to  take  this  ftep;  and  I  have  profited  by  this  ojipcrtunity  to 
write  to  you^  and  to  fend  the  letter  by  the  ambaifadur.     1  refer 
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^u  to  him  for  further  information  "upon  this  fubj^A;  and  I  have 
fuch  a  confidence  in  his  integrity  and  veracity,  that  I  neit^ier  can 
nor  ought  to  doubt  that  he  will  (late  the  truth  exa£tly  to  the  Di- 
ic£kory.  The  objeft  of  this  letter  is  to  defire  yoti  to  wait  upon 
the  Dircftory,  and  to  ftate  to  them,  that  the  Holy  Father  feels 
the  mofl  fmcere  concern  at  dFn  accident  which  he  could  neither 
forefce  nor  prevent.  You  muft  not  offer  .any  fatisfaflion-for  this 
event,  which  has  rendered  the  Holy  Father,  and  all  of  us,  in- 
confolabic  ;  hut  you  mull  entreat  the  Direiiory  to  point  out  what 
fatisfadtion  they  require.  To  ailc  it,  and  to  obtain  it,  (hall  be 
the  fame  thing ;  for  neither  his  Holiners,  myfclf,  nor. the  court 
of  Rome,  can  be  eafy  until  we  knour  that  the  Dircftory  arc 
fatisfied.  Knowing  their  juitice,  I  am  perfuaded,  that  if^  oh 
the  one  fide,  they  caVinot  be  indifferent  to  the  lofs  of  a  valuable 
citizen,  on  the  other,  they  cannot 'doubt  of  the  lively  concern 
ivc  feci,  they  \vill  give  due  weight  to  the  immediate  application 
which  vou  arc  chari/cd  to  make  to  them,  and  to  the  entire  confi- 
dcncc  ^vlth  which  we  rely  upon  their  detcjtni nation.  I  cannot 
give  you  a  more  intcrefling  com miflion  than  this;  and  it  will  give 
you  ;i  title  to  his  Holinefs'c  favour,  if  you  can  enable  me  to  eafc 
his  mind  upon  this  fubjcdl.  I  cxpcdt  difpatchcs  from  you  as 
ioon  as  poflible,  and  am 

Your  fervant, 

(Signed)  J.  DoRiA  Pamphilt, 

Ji5/nr,  Dec.  28,  1797^  Cardinal. 


Ccfy  of  a  Letter  from  JMjnJ.  Ic  Chevalier  Azarra^  to  Citizen  Buo^ 
napartey  Ambtijjador  rf  the  French  Rcbublic  at  Romcy  datci  Rsme^ 
?.(^th  Daitnbcr   1797. 

THE  ftate  in  which  you  left  os  this  morning  is  more  eafiljr 
conceived  than  exprellcd.     I  did  not  fleep  the  whole  of  (he  nighty 
and  before  day  I  was  apprized  of  your  departure.     Your  mar> 
came  to  me,  and  gave  me   your  billet,  which,  in  the  midft  of 
the  picafure  it  gave  mc,  caufcd  me  infinite  concern 'at  the  lofs  of 
fo  dear  a  friend.     I  did  not  want,  it  to  put  me  in  mind  of.yoUf 
yet  I   will  keep  it  as  the  mod  facred  pledge  of  your  friendfliip* 
Citizen  Torette  brought  me  the   efFefls  of  the  unhappy  general^ 
which   he  had   fealed.     I  caufed  an  inventory   to  be  made  of 
tlicm,  and  will  take  care  of  them  until  his  heirs  fhall  ha\'e  dil^ 
pofcd  of  them. 

I  have  told  your  maitre  (T  hotel y  the  dircflor  of  the  pods,  and 
all  other  Frenchmen,  to  have  recourfe  to  me  upon  all  occafions, 
with  as  much  confidence  as  they  would  to  you.  The  only  incon* 
vcnience  is,  that  I  am  not  certain  as  to  my  own  fafety  ;'for  I  fee 

the 
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the  people  are  not  at  all  tranquil,  and  I  am  told  that  there  are 
oonunotioDS  at  Traftivera. 

While  writing  this,  I  received  a  mcfTage  from  the  fccrctary  of 
ftate,  in  thejuuneof  the  Pope,  requeiling  mc  to  goto  you  at 
Florence,  in  order  to  bring  you  back  to  Rome.  Though  there 
was  no  common  fcnfe  in  this  propofition,  1  only  replied,  that  I 
was  forbid  interfering  in  the  affairs  of  Rome.  Rely  upon  my 
frieodfliipt  ice.  See. 

T.  AZA&RA. 


No.  I. 

flf€  Amhaffador  of  the  French  Republic  at  Romey  to  the  Cardinal 
Secretary  of  State ^  dated  Rome,  2  8/ A  December,  Eight  o^  Clock  at 
Aight. 

I  WRITE  to  inform  you  of  a  horrible  crime  which  was 
committed  a  few  minutes  after  my  return  from  the  Vatican,  where 
I  went  upon  your  invitation.  The  palace  of  France  is  fur* 
rounded  anid  violated.  It  is  neceflary  that  you,  or  the  governor, 
or  fome  other  perfon  who  pofTelTes  your  confidence,  fllould 
come  here.  I  do  not  doubt  but  you  will  come  yourfelf.  You 
will  only  have  to  pafs  through  troops. 


No.  II. 

7J?e  jimhaffador  of  the  French  Republic  at  Rome,  to  the  Cardinal 
Secretary  of  State,  dated  2%th  December,  Ten  o'Clock  at 
A  ight, 

AFTER  what  has  juft  happened,  it  is  impoflible  for  me 
to  prolong  my  (lay  in  Rome,  without  committing  the  dignity 
of  oi)  chara£ter,  and  perhaps  promoting  interefls  totally  con- 
trarv  to  my  in(lru£iions,  which  were  fuch  as  fuit  the  rcprefent- 
ation  of  a  great  and  loyal  government.  I  demand  a  pafTport 
for  my  family,  and  for  the  French  officers.  I  beg  you  will 
landion  the  note  I    fend   you,  for  procuring  poft-horfes. 

P.  S.  Several  Frenchmen  have  had  their  cockades  torn 
fffwn  their  hats  in  different  parts  of  the  city.  The  government 
fliall  be  refponfible  for  any  ulterior  infults  offered  to  them. 


Nos.  III.  and  IV. 


The  French  Ambaffador   to   the  Cardinal   Secretary,    dated    Rome, 

Dec,  28. 

I  HAVE  already  aflccd  for  a  paflTport :  yoit  ought  to  perceive 

that  circumilances  will  not  fuffcr  mc  lo  remain  any  longer  here. 

Vol.  VII.  P  Every 
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Every  delay  which  you  opcafion  will  aftonifli  tnie»  apd  I  (^11  not 
know  to  what  caufe  to  attribute  it.  I  repeat  it  to  you,  every 
thing  calls  upon  me  to  fpcak  ;  fend  n)e  the  paflTport,  and  the  or- 
der for  th^  poft-horfes.  I  expcdl  this  mark  of  condefcepfion  froni 
the  particular  friend  (hip  you  have  exprefled  for  me.  Send  mp  by 
the  bearer  that  which  I  a(k  of  you,  and  think  of  the  confequenccs 
pf  the  leaft  delay.  If  you  could  have  come  to  me,  you  would  not 
have  doubted  the  neceflity  of  my  departure,  or  of  that  of  the  fa- 
rnily  belonging  to  General  Duphot,  whofc  life  is  intolerable  in 
this  palace.  The  blood  of  the  unhappy  man  dill  ftains  my  apart- 
ments and  my  flairs. 

The  leaft  delay  will  be  a  contradiftion  to  the  fentiments  which 
you  have  always  profelTed  for  me,  and  the  eftecm  of  which  I 
have  given  you  fo  many  proofs. 


No.  y. 

Letter  from  the  Cardinal  Secretary  of  State  ^  to  the  Amhaffador  BuO'* 
napartey  from  the  Vatican  ^  De amber  28,   1797» 

THE  Cardinal  Jofcph  Doria  Pamphili,  fecreiary  of  flatc,  re- 
ceived, with  the  moft  lively  affliflion,  the  note  of  Citizen  Buona-, 
parte,  ambaftador  of  the  French  republic,  and  has  figned>  with 
the  utmoft  regret,  his  paflport,  and  the  order  for  the  poft-horfes. 
He  dares  not  requcft  him  to  delay  his  departure,  but  he  takes  the 
liberty  of  tranfmitting  by  him  a  letter  to  the  Marquis  of  Maflimiy 
in  which,  inilead  of  dating  all  the  fa6ls,  he  relies  upon  the 
good  faith  of  the  ambaftador  to  ftate  them  to  the  French  re- 
public. 

The  health  of  the  Holy  Father  renders  it  iinpoflible  to  acquaint 
I)im  tonight  with  all  that  has  happened;  and  one  cannot  confider 
without  affliftion  the  impreftion  v^hich  this  unfortunate  event 
-will  make  upon  him.  This  government  will  be  ready  to  give  to 
tl\e  French  republic  fuch  fatisfadlion  as  it  may  require,  thotigh  they 
have  in  no  degree  been  in  fault. 

The  Cardinal,  before  he  concludes  his  letter,  begs  to  ftate  to  the 
ambaftador,  that  it  depends  upon  him  tp  preferve  that  peace  which 
the  commander  in  chief  fo  generoufly  cftablilhed  at  Tolentiho. 

Hoping  every  thing  from  the  goodnefs  of  the  ambaffador,  he 
renews  his  afturances  of  high  confideration. 

(Signed)        Joseph  Cardinal  Doria  Pamphili. 


No.  VI. 

The  French  Amhajfiulor  to  the  Cardinal  Secretary^  dated  RonUy  ifi 

Nivofe,   1797. 

THE  ambaftador  of  the  French  republic  has  exprefled  In  ano- 
ther  letter^  fent  by  Citizen  Moltedo,  his  regret  at  the  imperious 

motives 
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niottves  which  compel  him  fo  break  off  all  correfpondence  with  the 
fecretar^  of  (late,  without  ceafing  at  the  fame  time  to  retain  ih 
his  mind  the  ftroirgefl  fentiments  of  regard  for  the  chara6ler  and 
the  polite  and  friendly  manners  of  M.  le  Cardinal  DoHa,  i^holb 
goodnefs  is  difplaccd  among  thofe  irreconcilable  ehcniies  of  thb 
French  name  who  now  govern  the  court  of  Rome.  I  beg  you  ib 
believe  the  (entiments  of  friendfhip  and  efteem  with  which  h^  i$j  ' 

Yours, 

(Sighed)     ,BuoKArA&Tfi« 


1 
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Letter  from  Talleyrand  Perigord,   Minifier  tf  fmrrtpn  Affairs^    to 
Citizen  Buonaparte^  Ambajjador  if  the  French  Republic  at  Roine* .; 

Paris,  22dNivcfe(Jan  f  i).' ' 

I  HAVE  received,  citizen,  the  diftrcfling  letter  which  ypn 
wrote  to  me,  relative  to  the  dreadful  events  which  took  place  at 
Rome  on  the  8ih  of  Nivofe.  Perfidy  and  bafe  villany  were  never 
carried  to  a  greater  excefs.  Be  alFured  that  the  French  republic 
will  exa£l  a  reparation  worthy  of  itfelf — and  with  this  aflbrance 
receive  the  only  confolation  which  can  be  given  to  him  who  has 
feen  one  of  his  belt  friends,  and  one  of  the  moil  intrepid  defenders 
of  the  republic,  die  by  his  fide. 

Notwithlianding  the  care  you  have  taken  to  conceal  almoft 
every  thiug  which  perfonally  relates  to  your  conduA  on  that  hor- 
rible djy,  you  have  not  prevented  us  from  difcovering  that  you 
have  fupported  with  magnanimity  the  honour  of  the  French 
name. 

The  Dircflory  charge  me  to  exprefs  to  you,  in  the  ftrongcft 
and  warmcll  manner,  the  lively  fati«;fj£lion  which  they  have  re- 
ceived from  your  conduft  in  this  affair.  I  hope  you  will  readily 
beiicve  that  1  am  happy  to  be  their  organ  in  communicating  thcfc 
fentiments. 

Health  and  fraternity. 

Cn.  TALLEYftAS^D  PERIOORD. 


Mejfage  from  the  Executive  DirrSfory  to  the  Council  tf  five  HundrMp 

the  \Jl  Ventjfe  (Feb.  19). 

Citizens  RcprcTcntatives, 

npHE  theocratic  government  of  Rome,  fori^ctting  the  beheBts 
**  of  the  treaty  of  Tolcntino,  and  ungrateful  towards  the  French 
povcrnment,  which  deigned  to  fparc  it  after  the  afTaflfination  of 
BalTeVillc  -that  government,  ever  failhlcfs  to  human  rights,  on 
the  8ih  of  Nivofe  laft,  infulted  the  great  nation  in  the  pcrfon  of 
bcr  ainbafiadori  by  violatirig  the  jurifdidion  of  his  palace,  and 

P  z  murder- 
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murdering  before  his  eyes  a  French  general,  the  brave  Dupho€^ 
who  had  hitherto  efcaped  all  the  dangers  of  war,  but  could  not 
avoid  this  zA  of  cowardly  perfidy.  The  Papal  government  had, 
for  feme  time  previous  to  this  event,  fecretly  recommenced  hofli* 
lities,  and  made  preparations  for  war,  againll  the  French  republic : 
they  called  foreign  generals  to  their  afliftance;  they  corresponded 
fecretly  with  the  confpirators  whom  the  1 8th  Frudidor  defeated. 
To  excite  new  troubles  in  the  heart  of  France,  they  oppofed  the 
decifions  of  theologians  to  the  laws  of  the  republic.  Finally, 
they  organized  a  mock  infurre£iion  againft  themfelves,  from 
which  they  hoped  to  find  a  pretext  for  calumniating  France,  and 
committing  an  outrage  on  her  ambafTador,*  but  which  was  marked 
by  all  that  giddinefs  and  rage  which  were  difplayed  in  the  events 
of  the  8th  Nivofe.  Since  that  day  they  have  continued  their 
manoeuvres  and  their  hoftilities.  It  was  the  duty  of  the  Executive 
Dire£lory,  upon  this  occafion,  to  employ  for  the  defence  of  the 
ftate  all  the  means  which  the  conftitution  has  placed  in  their  hands. 
They  ordered  the  general  in  chief  of  the  army  of  Italy  to  march 
towards  Rome  ;  and  a  courier  who  is  juft  arrived  brings  the  in- 
formation that  the  troops  of  the  French  republic  occupy,  fince  the 
22d  of  Pluviofe  (Feb.  lo),  the  caftle  of  St.  Angelo  and  the 
Capitol. 

The  Executive  Directory  conforni  to  the  328th  article  of  the 
conftitution,  by  immediately  informing  the  Icgiilative  body  of  the 
firft  (leps  which  have  been  taken  againll  a  government  incorrigible 
in  its  perverfity,  and  furious  in  its  hatred,  againft  the  revolutiom 
and  the  French  republic. 

P.  Bar R AS,  Prcfident. 
Lagab.de,  Secretary-general. 


*   Proclamation  of  Cardinal  Dona  at  Rome^  on  the  ^d  Feb.  1799. 

T|  OMANS,  wife  and  virtuous  Romans,  your  dear  father,  your 
•"•  fovereign,  fpcaks  to  you  by  me.  He  informs  you  that  he 
has  received  notice  of  the  approach  of  a  French  army  againft  this 
capital,  and  he  is  aflTured  that  it  does  not  come  to  z6t  hoftilcly 
againft  you.  Fear  not,  therefore,  but  take  courage  from  t})c  pre- 
fence  ot  his  Holinefs.  Full  of  confidence,  infpired  by  the  public 
condud  and  magnanimity  of  the  French  republic,  your  fovereign 
feels  no  alarm.  Animated  with  the  greateft  tendernefs  towards 
you,  he  will  not  forfake  you  at  any  time  when  you  may  be  ex-« 
pofcd  to  danger. 


BneU^ 
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Pr9clamaii$n  Jo  the  in/urgent  Communes  of  Atajaccio^   GngoVi^  ISi. 

Bologna f   17  Pluvioft  (Feb.  5). 

TJYPOCRITES  and  fanatics  have  for  a  moment  mifled  you. 
'*•'*  The  French  troops  marched  into  the  miJft  of  you,  declaring 
and  proving  by  their  deeds^  that  they  were  the  friends  of  the 
people :  but  you  have  endeavoured  to  obdrudl  their  progrefs ;  you 
have  even  been  guilty  of  firing  upon  the  foldicrs  of  France,  though, 
when  their  phalanxes  approached,  you  were  difmayed,  and  fled. 
The  French  foldier  knows  that  thofe  alone  arc  criminal  who  are 
the  fecret  agents  of  the  government  of  Rome.  He  pardons  yoii^ 
and  will  even  rcfped  the  property  which  you  have  abandoned.  As 
general  in  chief,  I  pardon  you  in  the  name  of  the  French  republic. 
Retam  peaceably  to  your,  homes,  and  confider  the  French  army 
as  an  army  of  friends.  I  repeat  to  you,  that  perfonsand  property, 
wor(hip»  and  your  temples,  fhall  be  refpeded.  Pay  obedience  to 
your  municipal  magiftrates ;  fubmit  to  the  authority  t)f  the  French 
officers,  who  command  only  for  the  prefent  moment.  Follow 
your  ufual  occupations,  and  continue  to  preferve  your  manners 
and  cufioms  in  peace :  in  doing  fo,  you  will  foon  fee  happinefs 
diflTufcd  among  you.  The  French  army  marches  towards  Kome, 
00c  to  make  conqueds,  but  to  punilh  the  aflafHus  of  Gener^d 
Duphoty  and  the  infult  given  to  tlie  ambailador  of  the  republic. 


Sf€ech  of  General  Rcrthicr  on  taking^  p^fffff^n  of  the  Capitol^  on  the 

15//'  Feb,  1798. 

Ti  ^ANES  of  Cato,  of  Pompey,  of  Brutus,  of  Cicero,  and  of 
^^^  Hortenfius!  receive  the  homage  of  free  Frenchmen,  in  that 
capitol  where  you  have  fo  often  defended  the  rights  of  the  people, 
ami  rcflcf^ed  a  luftre  on  the  Roman  republic. 

The  dcfccndants  of  the  Gauls  enter  this  auguft  place,  bearing 
fhc  olive-branch  of  peace  in  thctr  hands,  to  rc-eltabliih  the  altars  of 
libcrtyv  ercilcd  by  the  firft  of  the  Bruius's. 

And  you,  Roman  people !  who  arc  about  to  refume  your  legi- 
timate rights,  recoiled^  the  blood  which  runs  in  your  veins — regard 
the  monuments  of  glory  by  which  you  arc  furroundcd*— refume 
\our  ancient  grandeur,  and  the  virtues  of  your  anceftorr. 


Procla- 
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»  Proclamailon  by  the  Deparhhent  of  the  Polic^r^ 

LIBERTY — EQUALITY. 

February  lo,  FirJI  Tear  of  the  Roman 
Republic y  one  and  indivifible* 

IT  is  ufelefs  to  dcmonftrate  by  words,  to  the  fovercign  pfcople  of 
'^  Rome,  the  iniquity  of  the  government  which  isjuft  aboliflied, 
titid  the  advantage  of  the  change  which  has  taken  place.  Every 
^hfiblc  man  muft  acknowledge,  that  the  will  of  all  ought  to  pre- 
vail over  the  will  or  the  defpotifm  of  a  fmall  number  of  interefted 
perfdns ;  and  that  the  unanimous  cohfent  of  citizens  who  love 
their  cdtiritry  is  more  free  and  riibre  firicere  than  that  of  the  fo- 
icrghers  who  compofed  a  theocratic  government  of  fo  monftr^us  a 
nature.  Abufes  have  been  carried  to  their  height.  The  debt 
greatly  exceeding  the  revenues  of  the  ftate,  or  the  ability  cf  the 
people  to  pay  it,  the  fcarcity  of  commodities  having  reduced  all 
claffes  to  the  greateft  diftrefs,  bafe  money  circulated  to  a  great 
amount,  and  impimity  given  to  the  moft  tinjuft  monopoly  of  pro- 
vifibns,  are  incontedable  proofs  of  the  excefs  to  which  the  Papal 
tyrahhy  lids  been  carried. 

The  prcJvifional  government  of  the  Roman  republic,  which  has 
retbV^red  its  dnciciit  rights,  prohiife  to  pay  unremitting  attention 
to  the  re-eftabliihment  of  the  equality  and  the  balance  of  com- 
merce, fo  that  provifions  of  every  kind  may  be  procured  fot  their 
fellow-citizens.  At  prefcnt.they  content  themfelves  with  an- 
nouncing, that  the  Mount  of  Piety  (hall  be  immediately  opened, 
and  that  the  perfons  who  have  goods  depofitcd  there  may  have  them 
reftored  to  the  amount  of  twenty  paoli. 

The  free  Romans,  confident  of  the  future  profperity  6f  a  rc- 
-fiublic  which  will  render  them  happy,  are  invited  to  give  proofs  of 
their  joy  and  their  patriotifm  by  illuminations  to-morrow. 

To  crown  this  reftival  by  a  fraternal  meeting,  there  will  be  a 
public  sitid  gratis  bail  oit  Sunday  evening,  in  the  great  theatre  of 
Alberte ;  but  without  mafks,  as  that  kind  of  amufement  is  only 
art  infamous  remnant  of  the  barbarous  feudal  fyfterti. 

The  good  or>Jr  and  the  tranquillity  of  the  city  requires  that  all 
tritizens  ihoiild  identify  themfelves  with  the  general  wHl.     Every 

{^erfon  is  therefore  expe£lcd  to  wear  the  national  cockade,  the  co- 
ours  of  which  are  white,  black,  and  red.  Thofe  who  appear 
with  the  cockade  of  a  foreign  nation,  mud  produce  their  authority 
for  wearing  it. 

The  fovercign  people  have  already,  in  feveral  places,  pulIeJ 
down  the  armorial  bearings  of  the  aboliflied  government :  but 
judice  and  order  demand  that  all  marks  of  flavery  (hould  be  every 
where  indantly  laid  afide  by  thofe  who  arrogate  to  themfelves  fuch 
ridiculous  pretenfions. 

In 
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In  aboliffiiiig  thefc  cnCgns  of  tyranny,  it  is  proper  a](p  to  fup- 
prcfs  all  diiUndive  (igns  of  ariftocracy  whatever :  therefore  all 
orders  of  chivalry,  gold  keys,  titles  of  nobility,  or  pre-eminence 
of  any  kindy  are  prohibited,  as  injurious  to  equality*  Liveries^ 
laces,  and  other  badges  of  perfonal  fervitude,  are  alfo  prohibited^ 
as  iiifuhing  to  God,  and  degrading  to  man. 

N.  Corona,  Praefeft. 
Martblli,  Secretary. 


dneral  cf  Brigade  Fialy     Commandant  of  Rome^    to   the  peaceable 
Inhabitants  of  the  City^  and  to  the  Civic  Guard. 

Romey  %th  Ventoje,  {ibth  Feb.) 

A    REPORT  was  fpread  yefterday,  that  there  was  adivifion  in' 
^   the  French  army.     The  factious,  the  fanatics,  alfaffins,  and 
robbers,  inftantly  formed  the  defign  of  taking  advantage  of  this 
circumftance.      They  began  by  organizing  alfallination  in  every 
quarter  of  the  town,  and  fome  French  foldiers  were  furrounded 
and  murdered.     They  then  aHembled  in  the  quarter  of  Tranfte- 
TerrOp  with  the  fanatics  at  their  head,  carrying  an  image  of  the 
Virgin.      They  appeared  near  St.  Peter's  church,    crying  Fiv€ 
Maria  !  where,  as  the  firft  ad  of  their  religion,  they  put  to  death 
a  whole  guard  of  foldiers.     They  next  took  pofledion  of  the  bridge 
of  Scxtus,  and  of  all  the  neighbouring  llreets.     The  pillaging  yvas 
to  h^ve  begun  in  the  quarter  inhabited  by  the  Jews,  and  was  af- 
terwards to  have  been  carried  through  the  whole  city,  had  thefir(t 
attempts  been  fucccfsful ;  but  the  rulTians   were  ignorant  of  the 
fpirii   uhich  animated  the   French  troops;    they  knew  not  that 
up'in  the  firil  fummons  every  one  would  be  upon  his  port,  parti- 
4:wbrly  when  it  was  ncceifary  to  defend  a  people  (the  Jews)  whom 
o-jr   principles  teach  us  to  prote6i.     I  was  foon  inlormedofall 
that  had  patfed  ;  and  corps  of  troops  fcnt  into  different  quarters  of 
the   town  atfurcd  me  of  the  tranquillity  of  thofe  places;  but  at 
Tranilc^erro  the  mifcreants  were  in  confiderahle  force.     It  was 
ncccJary  to   march  againlt  them,  and  withmit  lofmg  a  moment's 
tTi-  I  proceeded  againd  them  myfelf,  at  the  head  of  fome  troops. 
T.iey  received  us  wi'li  a  hre  of  muflcetry  ;  but  the  bayonets  of  re- 
p  ;b('Cans  foon  overcame  every  obftacle.     The  gate   near  which 
xtz  ur.fortimale  Duphot   was   aifaHinated   was  forced  with  fixed 
bay c nets,    and   the    bridge  of  Sextus   was  carried    in  the   fame 
ir.anncr. 

Inhabitants  of  Rome !  be  confident  that  the  French  wifli  to 
promote  your  happinefs  :  of  this  intention  they  laft  nii;htgave  you 
a  convincing  proof.  Had  we  not  wifhed  to  give  fecurity  to  the 
iitc^  and  properties  of  the  peaceable  citizens,  we  might  have  con<^ 
i-nitJ  ourfcives  with  occupying  fome  military  pofitions,  and  the 
4  promifc 
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promifc  of  proteflion  we  made  to  you  would  not,  as  now,  hare 

been  fealed  with  the  blood  of  our  brethren  in  arms. 

As  for  you,  civic  guard,  you  have  difplayed  on  this  occafion  a 
Zealand  devotion  for  good  order  which  will  for  ever  fecure  to  you 
the  gratitude  of  your  fellow-citizcus.  I  am  happy  to  have  the  op- 
portunity on  btftovvingon  you  in  this  public  manner  that  tribute  of 
eulogy  and  cftcem  which  your  condud  has  fo  juflly  merited. 

A  great  number  of  ailailins  who  were  taken  with  arms  in  their 
hands  will  be  tried  within  twenty-four  hours. 

(Signed)  Vial. 


AUxandtr  Bcrthiery    General  in  Chief  of  the  French  Army^  to  the 

People  of  the  Reman  Republic.     ^ 

'TPHE  enemies  of  your  happincfs,  and  of  liberty,  have  endea* 
voured  to  niillcad  you.  Some  movements  took  place  ycf* 
terday  in  the  quarter  of  Tranftcverro,  which  were  reprefled  by 
force.  Several  Frenchmen  were  alfallinaicd — fome  of  the  guilty 
have  been  arreitcd,  and  Ihall  be  puniihed. 

It  was  believed  the  French  army  was  difunited,  but  thofe  who 
thought  fo  were  deceived  :  were  it  pollible  that  difcord  (hould  ever 
prevail  in  the  army,  be  convinced  that  the  moment  in  which  the 
enemies  of  liberty  and  of  France  fliould  dare  to  Ihow  themfelves, 
under  any  colour  whatever,  that  moment  the  French  troops 
would  be  united,  and  difplay  the  energetic  character  which  has 
fo  often  conduced  them  to  liberty,  and  taught  their  enemies  to 
tremble. 

Roman  people  !  liden  not  to  perfidious  counfels  ;  refped  the 
condituted  authorities,  who  are  condaiuly  employed  in  endea-r 
vouring  to  promote  your  happincfs.  invite  every  Roman  citizen 
to  make  known  directly  to  me  every  inliance  of  vexation  or  op-* 
predion  of  any  kind  he  may  be  lubjcd  to.  All  criminals  (hall 
be  fevcrely  puniflied. 

(Signed)  Bertuiek. 


Meffage  to  the  Council  of  Five  Hundred^  en  the  13/A  Ventoje  ^jrf 

AlarchJ. 

Citizens  Reprefentatives, 

'T^WO  governments  of  Europe  have  been  remarked  for  a 
-*■  cunning  and  fanguinary  policy,  and  for  their  hatred  to 
France,  particularly  France  free  and  a  republic.  Thefe  are  the 
cabinet  of  St.  James's,  and  the  theocracy  of  Rome.  The  crimes 
of  the  former  of  thcfe  governments  have  long  excited  our  indig-r 
Qation  \    they  will  foon  receive  (heir  juft  chaiUfeqnent^     Thefe 


crimes, 
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trimes,   however^    are  nothing  in  comparifon  to  thofe  of  the 
Kftop  of  Rome. 

fiya  former  meflage,  the  Directory  announced  to  you  that  the 
French  troops  occupied  the  caftic  of  St.  Angclo,  and  the  Capitol', 
They  communicate  to  you  to-day  the  ulterior  news  which  they 
lia?e  received  from  Rome,  and  which  contains  the  details  of  one 
of  the  greateft  events  of  modern  hiftory.    - 

On  the  27th  Pluviofe,  General  berthier  arrived  under  the 
^Is  of  Rome :  he  did  not  enter  the  city  himfelf,  but  remained  in 
Wscamp. 

On  the  morning  of  the  27th,  theanniverfary  of  the  23d  year  of 
the  reign  of  Pius  the  Sixth,  the  Roman  people  proceeded  to  the 
j    CempoFacdno^  where  they  drew  up  a  folemn  ad  of  the  refumption 
of  their  right  of  fovereignty. 

In  this  proclamation  it  is  faid  in  fubftance,  that  the  Roman 

people,  oppreflTed  for  a  long  period  by  a  government  of  prielts, 

«  real  political  monfter,   have  attempted  fcveral  times  in  vain 

to  throw  off  the  horrible  yoke ;    that  a  fecret  magic  of  fuper- 

ffition,  of  intereft,  and  of  armed  force,  combined  againft  their 

dFjrts,  had  rendered  hitherto  their  efforts  ufelefs  ;    but  that  at 

length  this  government  had  fallen  afunder  of  itfelf,  by  its  ajterna- 

fives  of  imbecility  and  infult,    of  meannefs  and  pride  :  that  the 

Roman  people,  fearful  of  feeing  a  horrible  anarchy,  or  a  worfo 

Ijnnny  fucceed,  had  collefted  all  their  courage  and  ftrength  to 

prevent  the  effe£ls  of  this  difTolution  ;  that  they  had  in  confequence 

determined  to  reclaim  their  rights  of  fovereignty  ;  that  finally*this 

>nitcd  people  declare  with  one  voice  and  fpirit,  to  God  himfelf, 

and  to  the  univerfe ; 

That  the  Roman  people  have  had  no  hand  in  the  horrible  attacks 
and  aflaflinatious  by  which  the  government  have  fo  grievoufly  of- 
fended the  French  nation,  and  her  invincible  republic  :  attacks 
which  the  people  deteft  and  abhor,  and  the  infamy  of  which  will 
fecoil  upon  the  heads  of  the  authors. 
That  in  fuppreffing,  abolifhing,  and  annihilating  the  political, 
[  economical,  and  civil  authorities  of  this  government  of  priefts, 
'  Ae  people  have  ereiled  themfelves  into  a  free  and  independent  fo- 
I  lereign  ;  that  they  haverefumed  all  their  legiflaiive  and  executive 
'ipowcrs  ;  that  they  will  exercife  them  t)y  their  reprefentatives,  ac- 
cording to  the  rights  of  men,  which  are  imprefcriptible,  and  ac- 
cording to  the  principles  of  juftice,  truth,  liberty,  and  equality. 
V  That  in  confequence,  by  this  aft,  all  political,  economical,  and 
■'^dTil  faculties  exercifed  in  the  name  of  the  Pope,  are  provifionaily 
isferred  to  departments  and  members  named  by  the  people,  at 
head  of  whom  are  five  councils,  invefted  with  the  powers  which 
congregation  of  flate  filled. 
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This  ad  conlains  befides,  the  nomination  of  all  the  other 
tnagillrates,  prefedsy  ediles,  officers  of  .the  provifional  govern* 
toient. 

Finally,  the  people  name  eight  deputies  to  go  in  their  names  to 
the  general  of  the  troops  of  the  republicy  in  order  to  implore  from 
him  the  powerful  proteftion  of  a  generous  nation — of  thofe  French- 
men whofe  example  has  been  the  light  that  has  enlightened  the 
Romans,  and  whofe  friendship  will  guide  and  guarantee  t{ietr  re- 
turn to  tibcrty  and  their  regeneration. 

The  aft  is  dated  Rome,  the  15th  February  1798,  the  firft 
year  of  liberty  proclaimed  in  the  Capitol:  it  is  followed  by  the  fig- 
natures  of  all  the  Roman  citizens,  l^nowing  how  to  read  and  write, 
to  the  number  of  feveral  thoufands  ;  in  prefence  of  whom,  and  a 
countlefs  number  of  people,  it  is  faid,  that  the  aft  was  read  with 
a  loud  and  clear  voice^  confirmed  and  approved  with  acclamations 
and  univerfal  joy. 

After  the  proclamation,  trees  of  liberty  weie  planted  before  the 
Capitol,  and  in  other  public  places. 

j\t  noon  the  deputation,  bearing  the  colours  of  the  Roman  le* 
public,  pref^nted  to  C:yeneral  Berthier  the  wiflies  of  the  people 
and  the  provifional  government. 

The  general  proceeded  to  the  Capitol  himfelf,  to  reply  to  th^ 
}toman  people  in  the  name  of  the  French. 

He  travelled  Rome  in  the  midfl  of  an  immenfe  crowdj  applauds 
ing  our  arms.  He  afcended  the  Capitol,  invoked  the  manes  of 
Cato  and  Brutus,  and  declared,  according  to  the  intentions  of  the 
Executive  Direftory,  that  the  French  republic  profeifes  this  prin* 
ciple,  that  the  people  are  fovereign,  and  recognifed  the  independ- 
ence of  the  Roman  republic,  confiding  of  all  the  territory  which 
remained  under  the  temporal  authority  of  the  Pope  by  the  treaty 
ef  Campo  Formio. 

The  Direftory  annex  to  this  meffage  a  copy  of  the  declaration  of 
General  Berthier,  in  French  and  Italian. 

After  this  declaration,  tranfmitted  to  the  provifional  coafuls, 
the  general  in  chief  made  the  tour  of  the  Capitol,  in  the  midft  of 
immenfe  crowds,  rending  the  air  with  cries  of.  Live  the  French  re- 
public, the  Roman  republic,  and  liberty  ! 

He  paired  through  Rome  to  return  to  his  camp.  The  fame 
exclamations,  the  fame  joy  followed  him. 

He  fays,  in  91  difpatch  of  the  27th  Fluviofe,  '<  The  altars 
df  liberty  are  re-erefted  in  the  Capitol,  All  the  people  are 
content." 

On  the  aSth,  he  writes  that  this  revolution  was  effefted  in  the 
greated  order,  a/id  that  '^  Rome  offers  the  impofing  and  ma- 
jeftic  fpcflacle  of  a  wife  people  refuiTiing  their  dignity,  breaking 
their  chains,  and  prefiprvipg  only  a  cold  contempt  for  their  op- 
prefTors." 


In  another  difpatch  of  the  2d  of  this  months  he  announces  evctf 
thing  that  could  confolidate  the  great  work  of  the  ever  memorable 
day  of  the  27  th  Pluviofc, 

The  municipality  of  Rome  is  organized,  as  we]]  as  the  civic 
guard,  which  has  taken  the  oath  of  fidelity  to  the  Roman  rc-^ 
public. 

The  French  general  has  taken  ihofe  precautions  which  worfliip 
and  prejudices  might  require  on  his  part.  On  the  30th  Pluviofe^ 
the  churches  of  Rome  refounded  with  a  Te  Deum^  to  celebrate  the 
day  on  which  Rome  regained  her  liberty,  and  proclaimed  her  re- 
public. Fourteen  cardinals  fung  this  hymn  thcmfelves  in  St.  Pe* 
tcr*s  :  they  are  not  of  the  number  of  thofe  who  counfcUed  the  hor- 
rible perfidy  committed  againft  France  \  the  authors  of  it  are  for 
the  mod  part  fled,  the  reft  are  taken. 

The  Pope  quitted  Rome  on  the  ad  of  this  month,  at  four  o'clock. 
He  demanded  from  the  French  two  officers,  who  were  granted 
him  to  fcrve  as  a  fafeguard.  It  was  not  thought  proper  to  keep 
him  prifoner,  bccaufe  he  threw  himfelf  upon  our  loyalty.  Nor 
have  the  attentions  due  to  his  great  age  been  forgotten  ;  but  he 
felt  himfelf  that  he  could  not  remain  at  Rome,  that  he  ought  to 
confummate  the  revolution,  give  place  to  liberty,  and  refign  him- 
felf to  his  lot.  Free  Rome  has  been  purged  from  the  prcfence  of 
the  defpot,  his  arms  have  been  removed,  and  his  retreat  has  been 
celebrated  by  a  folemn  fete. 

Trees  of  liberty  are  planted  in  all  the  communes  of  the  ct-devant 
ccclcfiallical  itates.  It  was  fomewliat  difficult  to  dcftroy  in  Rome 
the  prejudice  and  hatred  which  the  Papal  governmcrK  had  at- 
tempted to  excite  againii  the  French  army,  by  circulating  the  fear 
of  violation  and  pillage,  and  by  accrediting  the  falfe  opinion, 
that,  under  pretence  of  wifhing  to  revenge  a  great  crime,  France 
fptculated  upon  the  conqueft  of  the  country,  in  order  to  make  a 
Ihatr.eful  traffic  of  it  with  other  powers  ;  but  this  fmiiler  ini- 
prcffion  has  been  done  away  by  the  frank  reply  of  Cjeneral  Ber- 
th icr  to  the  aft  of  the  Roman  people.  He  fhowcd*  il.at  the 
French  are  not  merchants  of  (laves  :  far  from  trading  in  men, 
tlicy  are  the  deliverers  of  them.  An  order  has  been  given  to  cele- 
brate at  Rome  the  affecting  and  farewell  fate  of  the  brave  and  ill- 
fated  Dupliot. 

Grand  monuments  are  about  to  be  ercftcd  on  the  fpots  where 
B-fTl*villc  and  Duphot  were  mafl'acrcd. 

The  Roman  people  themfelvcs  propofed  a  fete  of  an  antique  and 
noUe  charaftcr,  dedicated  to  th^  glory  of  the  Frcncli  republic, 
5nH  which  is  to  take  place  in  the  Roman  Forum ^  under  the  tii- 
urrphal  arches  of  the  Emperors  Titus  and  Scvcrus. 

Y  >ii  v.ill  he  fatisfied,  citizens  repreftni3tivc«,  with  learning, 
Thar  fuch  prtat  events  have  taken  place  without  the  cft'iilion  cl 
ll<x.  i  \  that  ilic  pu'^lic  trcafury,  the  nionumtnts  of  tlic  arts,  pro- 

Q^?,  pcrty 
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'perty  and  perfonSy  have  been  ttfpefkcd  ;  and  that  the  dircipline  of 
the  army  of  Italy,  equal  to  its  valour,  has  merited  the  eftcetn  and 
admiration  of  the  Romans  reftored  to  themfelves. 

The  DireSory  has  but  one  trait  to  add — 

The  provifional  government,  of  the  Roman  republic  has  ap- 
pointed an  ambaffador  to  the  French  republic.  '  He  fet  viFon  the 
3d  Ventofe.  Oh,  citizens  reprefentatives !  Mrhat  a  feature  in  the 
hiftory  of  the  world  is  the  fending  to  Paris  of  a  minifter  from  the 
Roman  confuls,  to  thank  the  French  for  the  generous  fupport 
given  by  them  to  the  deliverance  of  Rome  !  What  foul,  however 
tinder  the  influence  of  apathy,  could  remain  infenfible  to  fo  glori* 
ous  a  (Ight  ?  Who  can,  without  tranfport,  hear  the  recital  of  the 
awalcing  of  the  Roman  people  from  their  flumber  ?  Who  could 
refufe  to  falute  the  renafcent  republic  ?  But,  above  all^  how 
fublime  to  bear  the  title  of  French  citizen,  and  to  fee  that  great 
people  extinguifh  for  ever  the  thunders  of  the  Vatican,  with  the 
fame  hand  that  is  erefiing  again,  in  the  Capitol,  altars  to 
liberty  ! 

The  Executive  Diredory  cannot  doubt  the  eiFefl  which  this  na- 
tional fciitiment  will  produce  upon  you,  citizens  reprefentatives  { 
and  they  have  reafon  to  believe  that  you  will  approve,  in  a  folemn 
manner,  the  condaft  of  the  army  of  Italy.  ' 

(Signed)  Merlin,  Prcfident. 

Lagarde,  Sec*  GeneraU 


Proclamation  of  General  Berthier,  at  Rome^  on  the  27/A  Pluviofe. 

'T^HE  Roman  people  are  reftored  to  their  j-ights  of  fovereignty 
"^    by  proclaiming   their  independence,    by  afluming  the   go- 
vernment  of  ancient  Rome,    and  by   condituting   the  Roman 
republic. 

The  general  in  chief  of  the  French  army  in  Italy  declares,  in 
the  name  of  the  French  republic,  that  he  acknowledges  the  in- 
dependent Roman  republic,  and  that  it  is  under  the  fpeciat  pro"^ 
tcdtion  of  the  French  arms. 

The  general  in  chief  alfo  acknowledges,  in  the  name  of  the 
French  republic,  the  provifional  government  chofen  by  the  Roman 
people. 

Ail  temporal  authorities  proceeding  from  the  Pope  are  therefore 
fuppreflTed,  and  (hall  exercife  no  fundions  whatever. 

1  he  general  in  chief  (hall  make  every  difpofition  nece(rary  to 
fecure  the  independence  of  the  Roman  people,  and  to  perfeA  the 
organization  of  their  government,  in  order  that  their  npw  laws  may 
be  founded  on  the  bans  of  liberty  and  equality. 

tic  will  adopt  every  meafure  calculated  to  promote  the  happinefs 
of  the  Romans. 

The 
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The  French  general  Ccrvoni  is  charged  with  the  c[ire£lion  of 
the  police^  and  providing  for  the  fecurity  of  the  city  of  Rome  ; 
and  alfo  with  the  inilatlation  of  the  new  government. 

The  Roman  republic,  acknowledged  by  the  French  republicy 
comprehends  all  the  territory  which  remained  under  the  temporal 
authority  of  the  Pope  after  the  treaty  of  Clmpo  Formio. 

Alex.  Berthier. 


Scti  Jtnt  on  the  15/A  Seft*  1797,  to  the  Government  of  Bemem 

Purity  ,ag  FruSfidor  ( 1 5  Sept. J. 

TPHE  Executive  Direflory,  convinced  that  the  miflion  of  Mr* 
"■•  Wickham  to  the  Helvetic  cantons,  has  no  reference  what- 
ever to  the  refpe£live  interefts  of  England  and  Switzerland,  and 
tiut  bis  fole  obje£l  is  to  excite  and  further  plots  againd  the  inter- 
nal and  external  fecurity  of  the  French  republic,  charge  Citizen 
Mingaud  to  invite  and  require  the  government  of  the  canton  of 
Berne,  and  alfo  the  other  Helvetic  cantons^  if  ncceHary,  to  give 
direAions  for  Mr.  Wickham^s  immediate  departure  from  the  ter- 
ritoxies  of  Switzerland. 

(Signed)  Revtilliere  Lepaux,  PrcH 

Lagarde,  Sec.  Gsn. 


Reply  of  the  Canton  of  Berne. 

THE  republic  of  Berne,  always  holding  in  the  higheft  efli- 
mation  the  good  .intentions  of  the  French  republic,  has  taken 
into  mature  cpnfideration  the  note  tranfmiited  to  them  by  Citizen 
Mingaud,  in  the  name  of  the  Executive  Dircdlory  of  the  French 
republic. 

They  have  to  remark,  that,  for  nearly  a  century  paft,  Britifh 
agents  or  miniftcrs  have  uniformly  rcfided  in  Switzerland,  and 
that  Mr.  Wickham,  whofe  departure  from  Switzerland  is  re- 
quired by  the  Executive  Directory,  being  accredited  to  all  the 
ftates  of  the  Helvetic  confederacy  as  miniftcr  plenipotentiary, 
the  republic  of  Berne  cannot  decide  fcparately  on  a  fubjedl  whicK 
fo  ctfcntially  involves  the  rights  of  others,  uiid  the  neutrality  of 
the  Helvetic  body,  as  declared  and  rcco^nircd  by  all  the  powers 
now  at  war. 

The  government  of  Berne,  always  employed  in  maintaining 
harmony  and  good  undcrftanding  with  France  and  the  other  bel- 
ligerent powers,  fubmits  the  above  confulcraiions  to  the  vvifdom 
anJ  good  fcnfe  of  the  Executive  Diredlory,  alTining  the  Direc- 
tory, at  the  fame  time,  that  the  government  of  Berne,  in  concert 
with  the  collates,  \siHlofcno  lime  in  coming  to  a  refolution 

fuitable 
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•  •  ■  • 

faitablc  to  the  magnitude  of  the  fiibjcfl,  (hould  the  Executive 
Dirc£^ory  deem  it  expedient  to  addrefs  itfclf  to  this  effe^,  to  the 
laudable  Helvetic  body. 

(Signed)  Morlot,  Chancellor. 

Berne ^   Mth  Oef.  4797. 


Letter  fram  M.  Ochs,  Envoy  from  Bajliy  to  his  Conftituents. 

Magnificent  and  gracious  Lords, 

npHIS  is  probably  the  laft  time  that  thcfe  antiquated  titles  (hall 
•*-  ftrike  ihc  cars  of  your  excellencies,  I  cannot  diifemblc  ih^ 
plcafiirc  1  have  in  renouncing  them  myfelf,  and  in  cherifliing  the 
hope  that  the  endearing  title  of  citizen  is  foon  to  fuccccd 
them. 

1  confidcr  the  revolution  in  Svfitzerland  as  completed.  The 
different  cantons,  their  dependencies,  and  fome  of  their  allies^ 
will,'  I  hope,  foon  form  a  democratic  and  reprefentative  republic* 
Threats,  boaftings,  irregular  meafures,  which  may  be  thought 
ingenic^us  and  firu),  petty  fhifts,  mifcrable  intrigues,  may  perhaps 
retard  the  crif;?,  and  even  render  it  trouhlefomc:  but  thcfe  means 
will  not  prevent  the  revoluiion  from  being  carried  into  effcd. 
The  decree  is  paflcd.  Deftiny  fecms  to  have  declared  the  end  of 
all  degrading  ariliocracies* 

It  is  honourable  for  my  canton  to  be  the  firft  w  hich  gave  the  ex- 
ample to  Switzerland.  It  will  be  glorious  for  it  to  have  com- 
menced partially  the  general  revolution,  without  anarchy,  and 
without  convuliion :  ii  any  man,  from  obltinacy,  rafh  engage- 
ments, or  from  principles  of  pride  or  fclhthnefs,  be  difpcfed  to 
refift  the  torrent,  to  irritate  the  minds,  or  to  provoke  the  pallions 
of  his  fcllow-ciiizens,  and  to  (lain  the  paifage  from  the  ancient 
regimen  to  the  new  order  of  things,  let  him  remove  from  our 
frontiers4  He  will  fpare  himfelf  remorfe,  and  us  regret. — I 
have  been  informed  of  the  efforts  which  feveral  worthy  magif- 
trates,  and  a  great  number  of  privileged  cili/.cns,  have  continued 
to  make,  fince  my  departure,  to  huften  our  particular  revolu* 
tion.  '1  heir  names  fliall  be  ever  engraven  on  my  heart;  and  I 
greatly  rejoice,  that  in  a  (hort  time  a  pcrfe<il  equality  e(labli(hed 
among  us  will  not  permit  them  any  longer  to  fufpeA  that  the 
fentimcnts  I  entertain  for  them  are  in  the  fmalled  degree  cop- 
ne£ted  with  the  hope  of  their  protection.  I  am  alfo  informed 
of  the  rapidity  with  which  our  fubjedt  dates,  which,  thank  Hea- 
ven, will  foon  ccafe  to  be  fo,  proceed  in  the  career  of  their  eman- 
cipatiiju.  They  arc,  as  it  were,  cledrificd.  They  have  ceafed 
to  fear,  or  to  be  the  dupes  of  our  fincll  exhortations.  They  bo- 
gin  to  believe  that  the  great  nation  docs  not  love  our  ari(locracy> 
that  its  government  is  not  divided  in  opinion  with  rcfpedl  to  us. 

They 
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They  arc  no  longer  pcrfuaded  that  a  humlrctl  thoiifand  Ruffians 
arc  marching  towards  the  RhiiiC)  or  that  the  cauic  of  oligarchic 
is  the  caufc  of  God.     They  feci  that  they  are  men,  an4  rjcolledl 
that  their  anccftors  and  ihcinfejves  have  done  every  thing  for  us, 
and  that  we  have  done  nothing  for  them.  They  have  difcuvcrcd  that 
thiy  want  a  guarantee  for  the  future,  and  that  this  guarantee  can 
only  be  found  in  the  equality  of  political   rights,  a  conititution 
ritingon  that  bafis,  and,  above  all,  new  eIe£iions.     Our  fecret 
Conn<.'il  has,  indeed,  written  to  me,  that  our  fubje«Sls  dcPire  to  re* 
main  as  they  are ;  but  I  carlnot  eafily  believe  that  men  of  com- 
mon   fciife,  provided  they  are  free  to  fpeak   what   they  think^ 
uouid  r.-rioudy  manifeil  the  defire  of  remaining  hereditary  fub- 
jccls,  and  that  in  a  kind  of  fubjedion  of  which  there  exifU  not 
cren'any  example  in  the  monarchies  of  Europe.     Befides,  I  have, 
received  addreiils  which  dcmonflrate  the  contrary:  they  remind 
me  of  the  opinions  which  I  have  always  profelfed,  and  conjure 
me  to  fcize,  like  a  real  tribune  of  the  people,  the  favourable  op« 
portunities  for  emancipating  the  petitioners.     1  have  alfo  been 
correctly  informed  of  the  progrels  which  the  minority  of  the 
ma2iitrates  have   fucceflively   made,  and  which   for   fome   time 
fremcd  to  be  decifive.     I  have  experienced  from  this  inexpreflible 
joy  ;  but  I  learn  with  regret  that  much  valuable  time  is  loft  in 
^deputations,  commifllons,  and  frivolous   concciTions,    widied   to 
be  made  with  principles:  that  a  mental  refcrvntion  prevails;  that 
hopes  are  entertained  of  continuing  in  place,  and,  in  a  word, 
that    a   new  influence  appears  to  have  arifcn  from    the  diet  of 
Aran  ;  a  diet  which  completely  deceived  the  txpcv^^ation  of  every 
true  Swifs  as  well  as  foreigners ;  a  diet  which,  during  the  three 
\kteks  It  has  been  aifcmblcd,  has  fet  itfclf  againfl   every  thing  it 
ougltt  to  have  performed.     Again,  and  for  the  laR  time,  I   fpeak 
to  \c>u  on  the  real  inicreOs  of  the  country.     1  tell  you,  that  the 
li^ht  of  fimple  common  ftnfe,  the  force  of  tircumilanccs,  the 
rrkreneration  of  primitive  ideas,  the  public  and  general  good,  an 
iiiHn.te   number  of  political  confiderations,  and  particularly   the 
prl:;%:iplcs  of  eternal  jullice,  impofe  upon  you  the  duty  of  acqui- 
e:^;r.^,   without  delay,  in  the  wiflics  of  your  fuhjedls,  and  in  the 
cour.^ils  ot  the  niagidratcs  and  citizens  who  have  proved  them* 
fclv«.<  their  defender:;.      Dcvlare,  then,  by  a  formal  decree, 
I  i\.  Tiial  there  are  no  l<»nger  any  fuhje<£ts. 
zd.  Thai  each   village,    burgh,  and  fc£lion  of   towns,    fhall 
f  Tir.  a  j)rinury  aifembl),  and  immediately  cleft  reprcfcntatires — 
or.c  ior  cacli  filty  perfons  who  have  reached  the  age  of  twenty- 
tour  years. 

3J.  'J'l.al  thefc  reprcfcntatives,  afTemblcd  at  Baile,  (hall  form  a 
particiitar  conlhtution,  to  remain  in  force  until  the  ftntiments  of 
liic  oilifr  partb  of  Switzerland  be  known. 

4^h. 
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4tli.  That  they  (hall  cfl:abli(h,"in  the  mean  time,  i^'hile'th* 
conflitution  is  preparing,  fome  provifidnal  committees  for  main* 
taining  orders  aiid  managing  the  prefent  bufmefs;  and,  finally^ 
that  each  of  you  charge  yourfclves  to  prefent  to  thofe  appoint^ 
for  the  above  purpofc,  the  a£l  of  refignation  of  all  your  placeSf 
ivithout  any  referve  whatever. 

1  am  anxious  to  be  before  you  in  this  tranfafiion.  I  declare, 
therefore,  that  I  renounce  every  hereditary  privilege;  that  hence- 
forth I  confider  our  fubjeds  as  fellow-citizens;  and  ihat  I  am 
ready  to  depofit  in  the  hands  of  the  rcprefcntativcs  df  the  pco-^ 
pie  every  power,  authority,  command,  prefidency  for  life,  or 
otherwife,  with  which  1  am  inverted.  The  influence  ivhich  a 
declaration  fo  prccife  may  have  in  the  prefent  circumftances^ 
will,  perhaps,  nil  up  the  meafure  of  the  complaint  which  the 
aridocracy  have  been  accumulating  againd  me  iince  the  14th  of 
July  1789,  expc£ling  the  great  day  of  their  vengeance.  I  am 
not  ignorant  of  their  malevolence ;  but  the  more  the  ariftocracy 
hate  me,  the  more  I  love  myfelf. 

(Signed,  &c.) 


MANIFESTO. 
Our  Union  forms  our  Power. 

The  Citizens  of  the  Country  to  the  Burge£is  of  the  Town  of  Bajlel 

Citizens,  January  i8f  1798. 

YOU  know  that  the  people  of  the  country  require  their  li- 


berty.  It  is  a  right  which  they  derive  from  God  and  nature. 
During  an  age,  this  right  has  been  a  flranger  to  the  country  inha* 
bitants  of  the  canton  of  Bafle,  and  we  have  been  obliged  to  re« 
main  filent.  We  have  been  compelled  to  bend  our  heads  under 
an  ariftocratic  yoke,  which  the  burgefles  of  the  town  of  Bafle 
have  impofed  upon  us.  How  painful  this  mud  be  to  every  true 
Swifs!  We  well  know  that  your  pretended  rights  are  fupported 
by  alienations  and  titles.  We  know  that  the  town  of  Bafle  pur- 
chaftd  its  fubje6ls  from  mined  princes  or  fanatical  priefls :  but 
can  you  perfuade  yourfelvcs  that  the  rights  of  man  are  alienable? 
You  know  as  well  as  we  do,  that  claims  and  contraAs  reft  folely 
on  the  right  of  the  ftrongeft,  and  on  the  force  of  arms,  and  that 
fuch  pretendons  have  no  reality  but  in  the  power  of  maintaining 
them.  Your  rights  are  not  hereditary  :  we  never  fubfcrtbed  your 
title-deeds  ;  we  never  confented  to  them.  We  exped  that  ^our 
demand  will  receive  your  approbation.  You  will  not  oppofe  a 
confederation,  which  has  for  itsonlyobjeA  the  general  good,  and 
which  may  even  extend  the  limits  of  your  civil  liberty. .  If  fome 

mult 
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Mbfc>  others  ttiuft  gain.     Such  is  the  fate  of  all  revolutions  ; 

lixinone  ought  to  refufe  the  making  of  flight  facrifices  to  procure 

inportant  advantages.     We  know  the  fccrct  of  revolutions  as 

well  IS  the  fotcc  of  arms  :  we  know  the  means  of  propagating 

our  principles — we  leave  you  to  think  the  reft.     For  ages  it  has 

Weo  oiir  only  wifli  to  defend  our  country^  at  the  expenfe  of  our 

blood-^be  not  a(toni(hedy  then,  that  we  feek  our  liberty  at  the 

HuDcprice.     Such  is  the  manifcflo  which  we  addrefs  to  you,  and 

to  all  the  univerfe.     It  depends  only  on  you  to  favour  the  fuccefs 

of  our  enterprife.     Refledl  on  the  fpirit  of  the  times,  and  you 

will  be  convinced  that  an  imprudent  reflftance  will  occaGon  more 

Violent  means  to  be  ufed,  and  excavate  the  abyfs  which  mud  fwaU 

W  up  our  unhappy  commune. 


Declaration  of  the  Sovereign  Council  of  Berne,  on  the  ^ift  January 

1798. 

TTTE  being  affembled  this  day,  upon  oath,  to  deliberate  upon 
^^  the  (neafures  to  be  taken  for  the  fafety  of  the  country, 
kave  perfonally  bound  ourfelves  by  a  folemn  oath,  and  have  firmly 
rcfolved  to  defend  the  country  at  the  price  of  our  property  and  our 
blood,  to  the  laft  extremity,  and  with  all  our  power  againft  any 
enemy  whatever,  and  to  employ  to  that  end  all  the  means  de- 
pendent upon  us,  in  concert  with  our  dear  and  faithful  burghers. 


M^age  of  the  Executive  Directory  to  the  Council  of  Five  Hundred^ 

on  the  gth  Pluviofe  (Feb,  5). 

Citizens  Rcprcfentatives,  ^ 

^HE  Helvetic  oligarchy,  which,  fincc  the  commencement  of 

^    the  revolution,  has  taken  fo  adlive  a  part  in  all  the  fccret 

nachinations  againfl  liberty,  and  in  all  the  plots  formed  for  the 

defimdionof  the  French  republic,  has  now  filled  up  the  meafure 

rf  its  crimes  by  violating,  in  the  perfons  of  feveral  of  our  brave 

kcthrcn  in  arms,  the  mofl  facrcd  laws  of  the  right  of  nations. 

'  The  Executive  Direftory,  in  conformity  with  the  328lh  article 

[  of  ttic;  conflitution,  mull  acquaint  you  with  every  thing  that  has 

L  teflfcd^  and  with  the  me^mns  it  has  taken.     The  people  of  the 

nys  dc  Vaud,  detached   from  Savoy  in   1530,  have  for  a  *long 

flln€  groaned  under  the  «Jcfpotifm  of  the  governments  of  Berne 

flftid    Pribourg.      That   country,    originrilly   difmembered  from 

;  Franccy  formed  under  the  Savoifian  gcvcmmcnt  a  feparatc   pro- 

Aice,  governed   by  the  ftatci:,  in  concert   with    a  ducal  bailiff, 

ilbofe  prerogatives  were  circumfcr'bed   by  conflltutional   laws. 

Ithtk  laws,  even  in  1530,  were  dcfpifcd  and  trod  under  foot  by 

V01-.  YIl.  R  the 
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the  patricians  of  Berne  and  Fribourgi  In  15449  the  Duke  of 
Savoy  renounced  all  pretenfions  to  that  country,  but  he  formally 
flipulated  that  its  conftitution  (hould  be  prcferved ;  and  on  the 
a6th  of  April  1565,  the  French  government  conftituted  itfelf 
guarantee  of  this  treaty,  and  confequently  of  the  political  rights 
of  the  Pays  de  Vaud.  It  is  well  known  with  how  little  delicacy 
the  governments  of  Berne  and  Fribourg  conftantly  violated  the 
focial  contradt  formed  between  them  and  the  Vaudois,  by  thefe 
new  treaties.  The  Vaudois,  at  different  periods,  remondrated 
againft  that  oppreflion  to  which  they  were  vidims ;  but  force  for 
a  long  time  impofed  filence  on  the  multitude,  and  thofe  among 
them  who  difplayed  more  courage  than  the  reft  were  profcribed. 
One  of  thefe  was  the  brave  General  Laharpe>  who,  adopted  by 
the  French  republic,  became  one  of  its  molt  intrepid  defenders, 
and  fealed  with  his  blood,  in  the  plains  of  Italy,  the  attachment 
which  he  had  fworn  to  it.  Liberty,  however,  was  fnpported  in 
the  Pays  de  Vaud  by  numerous  and  ftrenuous  friends,  who  at 
length  determined  to  claim  the  prote£lion  due  to  them  from  the 
republic  in  virtue  of  the  treaties  of  1564  and  1565,  both  as  the 
fubftitute  of  the  cl-dcvant  Duke  of  Savoy,  and  as  replacing  the 
ancient  French  government.  Scarcely  was  the  report  of  this 
claim  fpread  abroad,  when  malevolence  endeavoured  to  lay  hold 
of  it,  and  to  infmuate  in  a  public  journal,  that  the  Pays  de 
Vaud,  as  a  reward  for  its  attachment  to  liberty,  was  to  be  jdc- 
tached  from  Switzerland,  and  incorporated  with  France.  Thefe 
infinuatians,  which  afcribcd  to  the  French  republic  views  of  in- 
vaflon  contrary  to  its  good  faith,  had  evidently  no  other  objeft 
than  to  alarm  the  Vaudois  refpedling  the  confeqtiences  of  thofe 
fteps  which  they  might  take  for  the  recovery  of  their  ancient 
rights.  The  Executive  Diredory  took  the  firft  opportunity, 
therefore,  of  proving  the  falfity  of  them  by  a  decree  of  the  27th 
Frimaire,  which  prohibited  the  journal  that  contained  themi  and 
by  notifying  what  it  had  done  to  all  the  Helvetic  cantons.  On 
the  8th  Nivofo  following,  the  minifter  of  foreign  aiFairs  gave 
an  account  to  the  Executive  Dire£lory  of  the  claims  which  had 
been  addreffed  to  it,  for  re-eftabliihing  the  Vaudois  in  the  politi- 
cal rights  hitherto  guaranteed  to  them  in  vain  by  the  treaties  of 
1 564  and  1 565  \  and  the  Directory  the  fame  day  paflTed  a  decree^ 
charging  th'^  minifter  of  the  republic  to  the  Helvetic  cantons,'' to 
declare  to  the  governments  of  Berne  and  Fribourg,  that  the  mem* 
bers  of  thefe  governments  fliould  be  perfonally  anfwerable  for  the 
individual  fafcty  and  property  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Pays  de 
Vaud,  who  ftiould  or  might  in  future  addrefs  themfelves  to  the 
French  republic,  to  obtain  by  it  its  mediation  to  be  maintaineil 
or  reinftated  in  all  their  rights,  according  to  ancient  treaties. 
This  determination  was  the  more  urgent,  firice  the  government 
of  Berne,  as  it  has  itfelf  acknowledged  by  its  anfwer  to  an  offi- 
cial 
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cial  remonftrance  made  to  it  by  the  Dire£lory  through  its  diplo- 
matic agents   had  already  ordered  a  levy  of   militia  to  march 
againft  the  French  troops  aiFembled  in  fome  places  of  the  de- 
partment of  Mont-Terrible,  and  had  even  caufed  to  be  arreltcd 
the  deputies  of  thofe  communes  who  had  refufed  to  take  up  arms 
againft  the  republic.     The  government  of  Berne  had  even  pro* 
ceedcd  farther.     It  had  publicly  enrolled  emigrants,  and  given 
ihelrcr  to  French  rcquifitionaries  and  deferters;  and  it  did  not 
dtlTemble  its  defign  of  employing  them  to  fupprefs  by  force  the 
claims  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Pays  de  Vaud,  and   to  dired 
fhena  againft  the  republic.     Thefe  hoilile  difpofitions  were  a  fuf- 
ficient    warning  to  the  Diredlory  to    take   proper  precautions. 
Orders  were  given  for  a  divifion  of  the  army  of  Italy,  which Tiad 
acquired  fo  many  laurels  under  General  MalTcna,  to  march  on 
its  way  to  France  through  Carouge,,  in  order  that  it  might  pro- 
ceed thence  to  the  departments  of  I'Ain,  Jura,  and  Doubs,  for 
the   purpofe  of  watching  the  motions  of  the   troops  of  fierne 
and    Fribourg,  and  to  be  always  prepared  to  repel  every  aggrcf- 
iion.     The  event  juftificd  this  precaution  2  on  the  28th  Nivofe 
laft,  the  ecneral  commanding  at  Carouge  was  informed  by  an 
official  diipatch  from  the  committee  of  Nyon,  invefted  with  full 
powers  by  the  council   of  that  town,  that  fourteen  battalions^ 
"with  the  neceflary  artillery,  were  about  to  fct  out  from  Berne, 
againft  the  country  of  the    Pays  dc  Vaud  ;  and  that,  over  and 
above,  levies   of  troops  were   privately  ordered  in   all  the  vil- 
lages on  the  frontiers  of  that  country,  contrary  to  the  pofitivc 
promife  which  had  been  made  to  that  commiitce.     Immediately 
after  this  notice,  the  diviliou   under  General    MafTena  arrived, 
Menard,  general  of  brigade,  who  commanded  in  the  abfence  of 
ihc  general  of  divifion,  informed  the  Executive  I)ire£lory,  by  a 
difpatch  of  the  8th   Pluviofc,  that  there  could  be  no  doubt  re- 
fjKrcling  the  movements  made  by  the  cantons  of  Berne  and  Fri- 
fckiurg  to  filcnce  the  claims  of  the  Pays  de  Vaud  ;  and  that  Gene- 
ral dc  Wcifs,  inveiled  with  full  powers  from  thefe  cantons,  under 
the    title   of  commander  in  chief   of  the   troops  of  Berne   and 
Fribourg  in  the  Pays  dc  Vaud,  had  eftabliflicd  his  head-quarters 
at    Yverdun,  and   was   on    the  point  of  committing  hoftilities. 
The  fame  day  General   Menard,  agreeably  to   the  inftru6lion&. 
which  he  had  received  from  the  Executive  Direflory,  fent  a  fum-^ 
mons  to  General  VVeifs  to  draw  off  his  troops,  and  to  leave  to 
tnc  inhabitants  of  the  Pays  de  Vaud  the    free  exercife  of  their 
rlgh;5,  claims,  and  applications,    declaring,  at  the   fame    time, 
that,  in  cafe  of  a  refufal,  he  Ihould  be  obliged  to  repel  force  by 
force,  to  put  an  end   to  refiftance,  and  to  purfue  the  authors  of 
jr.     General  Menarc^harged  his  nid-de-camp.  Citizen  Autier^  to 
carry  this  fummons  to  General  Wcifs,  at  Yverdun,  and  the  aid- 
de-can>p  was  accompanied  by  two  hulTai  s,  whom  the  patriots  of 

R  2  Moudon 
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Moudon  thought  proper,  ^^'hcn  they  paflld  through  thai  town,  fa 
reinforce  with  an  cfcort  of  two  Vaudois  dragoons.  At  the  dif- 
tance  of  two  leagues  from  Yvcrdun,  this  oiEcer  being  in  a  car- 
riage, and  confcquently  not  in  a  ftate-of  aggrcflSon  or  even  of 
defence,  was  fuddcnly  attacked  by  a  poft  of  troops  belonging  to 
Berne*  The  two  huffars  who  attended  him  immediately  fell, 
bored  through  with  balls ;  one  of  the  Vaudois  was  wounded, 
his  horfe  was  killed  under  him,  and  Citizen  Auticr  himfelf  was 
favcd  merely  by  a  kind  of  prodigy.  On  his  return  to  Moudon, 
Aid-de-camp  Autier  found  all  the  militia  called  out,  and  under 
arms.  Being  informed  of  the  attempt  made  againft  him,  they 
flew  to  his  aififtance,  and,  with  flambeaux  in  their  hands,  fwore 
that  they  would  fet  fire  to  the  village  which  had  been  the  theatre 
of  this  horrid  attack.  Citizen  Auticr  ufcd  his  utmoft  endeavours 
to  check  their  vengeance,  which  might  have  involved  the  inuo* 
cent  with  the  guilty;  and  fortunately  the  conflagration,  au  firft 
announced  as  already  cfFefted,  was  not  carried  into  executioo. 
The  militia  of  Moudon  and  Laufanne  united  themfelves  to  drive 
from  the  village  of  Thieran  the  troops  which  had  been  guilty  of 
the  aifaflination.  General  Menard,  v^hen  informed  of  theie 
horrid  crimes  which  had  been  committed,  could  not  be  ignorant 
of  the  real  caufe.  The  troops  of  Berne  did  not  challenge  the 
cfcort  of  bis  aid-de-camp  ;  they  had  not  come  out  for  the  purpofe- 
of  reconnoitring  ;  they  knew  beiides  tliat  he  was  to  pafs,  be* 
caufe  the  horfes  had  been  ordered  eight  hours  before*  The  open 
intention  of  aflairinating  an  envoy  of  the  French  republic  could 
not  then  be  doubted.  General  Menaid  thought  himfelf  there* 
fore  obliged  to  caufe  his  divilion  to  march,  and  next  morning  it 
entered  the  Pays  de  Vaud,  preceded  by  a  proclamation  to  the  in- 
habitants, a  copy  of  which  is  hereto  annexed.  The  troops  of 
Berne  and  Fribourg  have  on  their  part  entirely  evaquated  the 
Pays  de  Vaud.  The  Vaudois  militia,  already  very  numerous^ 
well  organized,  and  commanded  by  able  ofHcers,  are  preparing 
to  purfue  them,  and  it  appears  that  at  this  moment  ihey  threatea 
even  Berne  itfelf.  The  French  troops  have  remained  in  the 
Pays  de  Vaud. 

Such,  citizens  reprefcntatives,  was  the  ftate  of  things  when 
the  laft  difpatches  were  fcnt  off  for  tiie  Executive  Diredory ; 
but  we  are  ajTured  that  events  have  fincc  taken  place  which  may 
reader  unnecciTary  tliofe  hoflile  mcafurcs  which  national  honour 
and  the  rights  of  nations  fo  atrocicjilly  violated,  might,  without 
doubt,  require,  on  the  part  of  the  Ficnch  republic,  againft  the 
gbvcrnmems  of  Berne  and  Fribourg.  The  Executive  DircSory 
conCdeis  it  therefore  to  be  its  duty  to  confine  itfelf  at  prefcnt  to  a 
fimplc  relation  of  Uie  above  fads. 

(Signed)  Barras,  Prefident. 

Lagard£j  Sec.  Gen. 


(  m  ) 

Tii  Mimfiif  ff  ibi  French  Republic  to  the  People  of  Switzerland. 

2pPluviofe  (Feb,  18). 

THE  patriots  of  the  canton  of  Lucerne  and  of  all  Switzer- 
land will  fee/  by  the  note  of  the  French  minifter  to  the  (late  of 
Beme»  a  copy  of  which  is  hereunto  fubjoined,  the  moderation 
of  the  deqriands,  and  the  benevolent  intentions  of  the  French 
republic.  They  will  be  convinced  of  the  necefli^y  of  c^ufing  the 
meafures  therein  pointed  out  to  be  adopted  in  their  refpe£live' 
cantons.  Thefe  bafes  once  eilabliihed,  without  which  the  pro- 
mifes  of  governments  are  nothing  but  empty  and  perfidious 
wordsi  it  becomes  necefTary  immediately  to  enlighten  the  inha- 
bitants^  and  to  give  them  the  mod  convincing  proofs  that  the 
military  difpQGtiOkns  of  France  are  only  intended  to  ad  hoflilely 
againlt  the  fenators  who  oppofe  the  emancipation  of  the  people^ 
aad  paiticuUriy  againft  ihofe  of  the  fenate  of  Berne  who  have 
been  purchafcd  by  the  gold  of  England — Declare  that  it  is  falfe^ 
that  when  the  government  (hall  be  eftabliihcd  on  the  principles 
of  the  French  revolution,  the  latter  power  will  interfere  in 
the  affatrs  of  Switzerland — It  will  not,  un]efs  ufurpers  of  the 
fovereignty  of  the  people  endeavour  to  rivet  their  prefent  chains, 
or  to  forge  new  ones.  Finally,  (tatc  that  all  enlightened  patriots 
ire  well  periuaded  of  this;  in  order  that  honed  and  Ample  men  ^ 
may  be  more  readily  convinced, 

ift.  That  France,  as  is  guaranteed  by  my  correfpondence 
with  the  Helvetic  dates,  entertains  no  plan  of  difmembering  the 
country. 

ad.  That  the  prefent  proceedings  have  no  other  objed  tfaaa  / 
to  overthrow  a  vicious  and  corrupt  government,  and  to  fubditute 
ia  its  (lead,  ene  more  conformable  to  that  of  the  French  and 
Cifalpine  republics,  whofe  exidence,  fafety,  and  tranquillity, 
will  always  be  expofed  fo  long  as  Switzerland  diall  remain  under 
the  (kfpotifm  of  a  handful  of  avaricious  magidrates,  witbout 
fpirit  and  without  honour,  and  always  ready  to  fell  thcmfelves  to 
the  enemies  of  France,  as  has  evidently  appeared  ever  fmce  the 
commencement  of  the  French  revolution. 

.  After  thefe  alfurances,  it  would  be  ridiculous  to  refute  the 
flupid  adeirtions  of  the  bailiffs,  and  other  agents,  intereded  in  the 
tyranny  which  opprefles  and  degrades  Switzerland,  either  with 
regard  to  the  pretended  plan  for  overthrowing  religion,  or  the  .  * 
intention  of  putting  the  inhabitants  in  requifition  to  march 
againd  England.  As  to  what  concerns  the  particular  crimes  of 
irbich  the  afidocracy  accufe  the  French  beforehand,  fuch  as  zi- 
(affiliation,  burning  and  pillage,  it  may  be  replied, 

ift.  That  the  French  army  has  not  yet  taken  vengeance  for 
the  aflaf&nations  committed  by  the  orders  of  Colonel  Weifs, 
general  of  the  troops  of  3erne,  upon  the  attendants  of  Citizen 

Auticr, 
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Autier,  adjutant  and  envoy  from  General  Menard— two  of  hU 
huflars  beiug  killed  by  his  fide. 

2d.  That  the  agents  of  the  government  of  Berne  fct  fire  to  a 
houfe  at  Aran,  under  the  eyes  of  the  minifter  of  France,  in 
order,  by  that  means,  to  facilitate,  by  furprife,  the  entry  of 
their  f;jtcllites  into  the  town,  where,  under  the  pretext  of  cxtin- 
giiifhing  the  fire,  they  wilhed  to  occafion  a  dilturbance,  during 
>vhich  the  French  miniiler  and  the  patriots  of  Arau  might  have 
been  murdered. 

«  ■ 

3d.  That  the  fame  magnificent  lords  of  Berne  animate  the 
courage  of  their  feeble  militia  only  by  the  third  of  pillage,  as 
Diay  be  cafily  difcovered  by  the  robberies  they  commit  upon  the 
property  of  the  citizens  of  Arau  ;  and  farther,  by  the  difpofi* 
tions  of  the^  people  of  the  country,  whom  they  excite  to  fury  by 
the  hope  of  booty. 

I  invite  all  the  friends  of  liberty  and  equality  to  open  the  eyes 
ei  their  fellow-citizens,  by  giving  the  greateft  publicity  to  this 
note,  and  alfo  to  that  incloiing  the  propofitions  addreflfed  by  me  . 
to  the  (late  of  Berne. 

J.  Mengaud.  ' 

Nate  addrejfed  to  the  State  of  Berne,    through  the  Channel  of  itt 
Deputation  at  Bajlc^  February  I  ^,    lT()i» 

THE  minifter  of  the  French  rep^iWic,  to  prove  the  good  dif- 
pofition  and  integrity  of  his  government,  tranfmits  to  the  ftate  of 
£erne  a  note,  pointing  out  the  meafures  necefiary  to  be  taken  for 
its  own  fafety  and  that  of  Switzerland.  The  French  govern- 
ment will  be  the  lefs  willing  to  fecede  from  thefc  pVopofitions,  as 
they  agree  with  thofe  brought  forward  by  the  ftate  of  Beine  itfelf 
on  the  3d  February.    . 

If  the  ftate  of  Berne  be  difpofed  to  prove  effcflually  that  it  is 
defirous  of  an  order  of  things  founded  on  principles  of  liberty 
and  equality,  it  is  necelfary, 

1.  That  it  (hould  difmifs  its  ancient  magiftratcs,  and  fupprefs 
its  fecret  council  and  council  of  war. 

2.  Until  a  new  form  of  government  (hall  be  organized,  a  pro^ 
vifional  one,  founded  on  democratic  principles,  and  in  which 
none  of  the  members  of  the  ancient  government  fliall  be  admit- 
ted, fhall  be  eftablilhed.  ^    , 

3.  The  liberty  of  the  prefs  ftiall  be  immediately  cftabliftied. 

4.  All  perfons,  Swifs  or  others,  profecuted  on  account  of 
their  political  opinions,  or  of  their  refufal  to  march  againft  the 
French,  fhall  be  indemnified  ;  and,  befides  this,  particular  fatif- 
fa£lion  (hall  be  made  to  the  citizens  of  the  town  of  Arau>  for 
the  vexations  they  have  experiejaccd.  « 

Tha 
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iThc  French  government,  by  this  explanaiion,  prove  hotr 
little  difpofed  they  arc  to  hoftility  and  aggrandifcment.  The 
(late  of  Berne,  on  its  part,  will,  doubtlefs,  hailen  to  return  a 
fpeedy  and  pofitive  anfwer«  ^ 

(Signed)  MengauD. 


Declaration  of  the  Canton  of  Lucerne  to  Citizi,n  Mengaud* 

Feb.  22* 

T  UCERNE,  as  well  as  the  refi  of  Switzerland,  has  ever  been 
^  anxious  for  peace,  and  at  prefent  entertains  the  fame  fenti- 
ment€.  If  the  Diredory  had  any  caufc  of  complaint  againftthe 
ancient  governoients  of  Switzerland,  that  rea(bn  no  longer  exifts 
to  authorize  hoftilities.  If  then  any  one  canton  were  to  he  at^ 
tachdy  the  attack  would  be  made  on  all  Switzerland^  and  all  Swft^ 
urland  would  rife  in  arms,  and  would  wage  a  national  war\  for 
now  every  inhabitant  would  fight  for  his  country,  for  his  perfonal 
(afety  and  property,  which  they  confkier  »s  threatened  with  2, 
hoftile  attack.  France,  by  fuch  a  condud,  would  alienate  fvota, 
her  the  whole  of  Europe.  In  this  contefl  (he  might  reap  a  mili- 
tary glory  which  (he  does  not  want,  but  (he  would  gain  no  honour^ 
S6e  would  have  to  dread  a  coalition  of  public  opinion,  which 
might  become  more  dangerous  to  her  than  the  coalition  of  the 
ad>inets  of  Europe  which  fhe  has  overcome,  becaufe  then  (he 
had  public  opinion  in  her  favour*  France  might  render  Switzer^ 
land  miferable  for  generations,  and  (he  would  ultimately  gain 
nothing  but  (hame,  danger,  and  difafler,  both  in  h^r  own  inte« 
rior,  and  in  the  Cifalpine  and  Batavian  republics* 


Subfiance  of  the  Declaration  of  the  French  General  Menard  to  Colo" 

nel  de  PFeifs'^ . 

n^HAT  if  he  does  not  di(band  his  troops^  and  inftantly  difcon- 
tinue  tus. levies,  which  have  no  other  objedl  but  to  redrain 
the  wi(hes  of  the  people,  he  will  regard  their  continuance  as 
an  ad  of  hoftility ;  and  that  in  default  of  a  categorical  and  fa- 
tisfaAory  anfwer,  he  will  enter,  without  dela^^  into  the  Paysde 
Vaud,  to  refcue  it  from  the  civil  war  which  the  enemies  ot  hu- 
manity would  endeavour  to  foment  there. 


•  The  colonel,  with  a  view  of  refifting  tlic  French,   had  retired  with 
Aift  force  under  his  command,  to  Yverdur*,  and  attempted   to  ruifc  levies 
.  00  account  of  the  fenute  of  Berne. 


fo 
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l^orm  of  the  Oath  tahn  Ij  the  tnhahitanii  of  iumb  on  the  22d 

February. 

XTjTE  fwear  to  eftablifti  for  ourfelvcs  a  cofiftitution  witftenrt 
the  intervefition  of  foreign  powers,  whrch  Ihall  have  for 
i|s  bafis  religion  and  virtue,  and  which  fhsLll  lay  the  foundation 
of  liberty  and  equality  upon  the  rights  of  the  ftate  and  of  citi- 
zens^ and  confequently  the  fpvereignty  df  the  peopfo^  by  which 
tue  /hall  he  able  to  remain  Swifs  confederated  and  independent, 
dnd  which  ihall  guarantee  to  us  the  obfervance  of  the  laMrs,  the 
fecurity  of  perfons  and  property,  public  and  pritate. 


Decree  puilijhed  on  the  2d  of  March  by  the  S^overeigfi  Council  of  the 

State  of  Soleure. 

XXTE,  the  avoyer,  great  and  little  councils  and  depttties  of  the 
^  towns  and  country  of  the  republic  of  Solcufe,  make  known 
by  thefe  prefents,  that  the  reprefentatives  of  the  people  aflein^ 
Ued  in  our  prefence,  according- to  the  tenour  of  theic  iiiftmdlionB^ 
have  infided  that  the  ancient  foror  of  governmefit  (hould  be 
maintained  in  all  its  parts;  neverthclefsT  after  nuu^u rely  refieA-** 
ing  on  the  circumftances  of  the  prelent  crifis,  and  froni  paUr- 
Hal  folicitude  for  the  welfare  and  tranquillity  of  the  ftate^  we 
have  come  to  the  refolution  of  efieding  fuch  alterations  in  the 
prefent  form  of  our  government  as  fhall  introduce  an  equality  of 
tights  between  the  inhabitants  of  the  towns  and  thofe  of  the 
communes. 

I.  Above  all,  we  have  taken,  in  the  prefence  of  Ahnighty 
God,  a  folemn  oath  to  maintain  inviolate  our  holy  religion,  as 
it  has  been  tranfmitted  to  us  by  our  forefathers ;  to  defend  it  at 
the  rifle  of  our  property  and  life,  and  to  live  and  die  £utfcful  to 
its  principles*  * 

IL  That  we  will  defend,  to  the  lad  man,  againft  all  enemies 
whatfoever,  that  precious  jewel  of  liberty  and  independence 
which  our  anceftors  purchafed  for  us  with  their  blood  ;  and  that, 
ading  in  the  charader  of  free  Swifs,  we  will  never  feparate  our- 
felves  from  the  Helvetie  confederacy ;  but,  on  the  contrarvi  we 
will  religioufly  fulfil  all  the  duties  which  we  have  contraoed  in 
virtue  of  cxifting  alliances. 

III.  We  will  decree  and  ordain,  that  henceforth  every  citi- 
zen (hall  enjoy  the  right  of  being  eligible  to  all  the  offices  of 
government  and  public  adminidration  \  and  thai  the  diftinAion 
which  hitherto  prevailed  among  the  burgefles  of  the  cemmuDc  o< 
this  town  fhall  henceforth  ceafe. 

IV.  We  further  ordain,  that  a  perfeft  equality  (hall  take 
place  between  the  citizens  of  the  towns  and  country^  in  refpefi 

•  4  tc 
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to  the  government  and  the  right  of  reprefentation  ;  that,  confe^ 
qoemly,  the  government  (hall  be  in  clofe  union  with  the  people  ; 
and  that  the  burgeifes  of  the  commune  of  this  town  and  thofe  of 
the  country  communes  (hall  participate  equally  in  the  legiflatlve 
power,  by  means  of  reprefentatives  freely  chofen  by  themfelves. 

V.  That  it  ihall  exclufively  belong  to  the  legiflative  power  fo 
confiituted,  to  declare  war,  make  peace,  enter  into  treaties  or 
idliances,  ena£l  laws  d\vi[  or  criminal,  impofe  general  cOntribu-* 
tioos,  determine  the  conditution  and  form  of  government,  and 
to  confer,  or  confirm,  all  appoimments  to  public  o^ces. 

VI.  Our  conftitution  \^ili  thus  be  foi^nded  on  the  bafis  of 
equality,  and  form  a  democratic  reprefentation.  A  commi(fion 
fpecially  appointed  for  the  purpofe,  in  concert  with  the  repre- 
fentatives of  the  towns  and  communes,  will  forthwith  enter 
on  the  tafV  of  digcfting  and  perfeding  the  new  conftitution. 

VII.  Neverthelefs,  we  ordain  that,  in  the  interval,  the  go- 
vernment hitherto  eftabli(hcd  (hall  continue  to  exift  provifion- 
ally;  that  it  ihall  be  every  where  refpefted,  and  remain  in  force 
until  the  fornwil  acceptance  and  eftabli(hment  of  the  new  con- 
ftitution. Finally,  that  perfons  and  property,  public  and  pri- 
vate^ that  of  the  ftate  and  of  the  communes,  (hall  be  placed, 
under  the  protedion  of  the  laws,  declared  inviolable,  and  held 
(acred.  ' 


Tq  the  High  and  Mighty  Lords,,  the  Avo^er  and  Privy  Council  of 

the  City  and  Republic  of  Berne. 

High  and  Mighty  Lords,  Franckfort,  Nov^  0.2d^   '797- 

A  LTHOUGH  your  Lordfliips  gave  me  no  notification  of  the 

^^  demand  which  the  Executive  Direftory  of  PVance  have  made 

to  you,  relative  to  my  miflion,  I  could  not  be  ignorant  of  wh^t 

was  notorious  throughout  Switzerland,  and  I  thought  it  my  duty 

to  communicate  it  to  my  court,  informing  it,  at  the  fame  time, 

of  the  infulti.ng  manner  In  wliich  it  was  tranfmitted  to  you. 

•    The  King  fees,  in  all  this  proceeding,  which  attacks  equally   ' 

the  rights  of  nations  and  your  ancient  dignity  and  independence, 

tke  treacherous  intention  of  breaking  the  ties  which  have  at  all 

times  attached  him  to  your  ftates,  and  the  proje£l  formed  to  fap 

tbe  very  foundations  of  the  Helvetic  union. 

,    Perfuaded  of  this  truth,    his  Majefty,  who,  by   fending  his 

jMnifter  to  Si^itzerland,  meant  to  give  a  proof  of  his  good-will 

if^A  friexid(hip  towards  your  dates,   will  not  permit  the  continua« 

tbn  of  his  refidence  in  your  dominions  to  afford  a  pretext  to  the 

lie  projeS^  of  a  neighbour,  whofe  ambition  refpefts  neither 

_  fiice  nor  the  rights  of  fovereignty,  and  who  are  only  endea- 

4ipuring  to  extend  to  your  happy  countries  a  dedrudive  fyftecn, 

,.VOL.  VII.  S  irom 
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From  which,  by  the  afliftahcc  of  Divine  Providence)  you  her* 
been  able,  hitherto,  to  proteft  yourfehres.  The  King  hts>  m 
confeqiience,  ordered  his  whole  embafly  to  withdraw  from  the 
Helvetic  territory  without  delay. 

In  communicating  this  rcfolution  to  your  Lordfhips,  the  King 
orders  me  to  aiTure  you  that  it  is  didatcd  only  by  his  extreme  fo- 
licitude.  for  the  prefervation  of  your  tranquillity,  and  that  your 
Lordihips  may  depend  upon  the  continuation  of  the  good-will  and 
friendship  which  have  always  drrcded  his  Majefty  in  his  inter- 
courfe  with  your  ftate, 

I  feize  eagerly  this  opportunhy,  high  and  mighty  Lords>  to 
cxprefs  my  own  full  fenfc  of  the  gracious  manner  in  which  I 
have  been  treated  by  yonr  Lordfhips,  and  my  regret  at  being 
no  longer  the  organ  of  my  fovercign*s  fentiments  to  you. 

Permit  me,  high  and  mighty  Lords,  to  exprefs  to  your  go- 
vernment in  particular  my  fmccrc  acknowledgments  for  all  the 
goodnefs  you  have  heaped  upon  me  during  my  refidence  in  your 
city. 

Wherever  I  may  be,  1  fhall  never  ceafe  praying  for  your  pro* 
fperity,  and  that,  by  the  ailiftance  of  the  Alniighty,  your  nation 
may  continue  to  enjoy,  under  yonr  wife  government,  the  inefti- 
inable  advantages  you  have  hitherto  been  able  to  give  it. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)  Wm,  Wickham. 


Peace  and  Safety  to  all  his  Friends. 

Alcngaudf  Commijpiry  of  the  Executive  Dlre^ory^  t9  the  Inbabiimnts 
of  all  the  CouKtrlcs  ?iot  yet  occupied  by  the  French  Republic^  JOt- 
petfdencies  upon  the  old Tj'jlrjprk  of  Bajky  on  the  left  Bank  of  th€ 
Rhivc 

Citizens, 

rpHE  union  of  a  part  of  the  old  priircff^ality  of  Porrentniy, 
-*■  eniKilly  decided  the  incorporation  of  your  coimtries  with  the 
"French  republic. 

This  proceeding  of  France  is  that  of  a  free'  people,  («MK- 
tuted  to  the  rights  of  the  government,  againft  nature,  which 
weighs  you  down.  And  in  as  much  as  the  exercife  of  thore 
rights,  become  ours,  did  not  take  place  fooner,  by  purging  fhem 
of  all  that  is  incompatible  with  the  dignity  of  nhin,  it  docs  ncH 
follow  that  we  have  forgotten  that  you  are  ftill  in  chttns.  We 
come  to  break  them. 

Happier  than  your  fathers,  whofe  Wood  flowed  in  the  wars 
which  laid  the  foundation  of  the  different  kinds  of  government  ia 
Switzerland^  and  which  ha\-e  only. bequeathed  you  a  bvrdenfoine 

and 


aad  d^rading  exidcnce,  you  are  at  length  going  to  enjoy  the 
Ue/fings  of  rrovidcncey  who  only  created  men  to  make  them 
members  of  one  and  the  fame  family. 

You  knew  nothing  but  tithes,  corviesy  &€•  You  had  only 
pricftS)  nobles^  and  privileged  perfons :  your  trades,  your  induf> 
tiy,  ycHir  arts,  in  fliort  your  very  fubfi ftcace,  all  bore  the  ftamp 
of  the  facexdotal  defpotifm  fo  dexteroudy  combined  with  a  no 
leis  odious  tyranny.  Now,  you  are  men :  liberty  and  equality 
will  no  longer  permit  among  you  any  other  diftindlion  than  that 
of  merit,  talents,  and  virtue.  Called  all  indifcriminately  to  the 
iielm  of  the  fociety,  in  the  fupport  and  fafety  of  which  you  are 
all  equally  iotereft^l,  your  fubdftcnce  will,  in  future,  be  fecurcf, 
the  granaries  of  the  French  republic  being  the  property  of  ail  it$ 
children*  Your  trade,  encouraged  within,  protected  without^ 
will  no  longer  be  (hackled.  Induflry,  the  arts,  agriculture, 
will  receive  encouragements  to  be  expefted  only  from  a  oatiqt: 
vidorious,  free,  powerful,  and  generous,  enlightened  on  the  na- 
ture of  rights,  and  on  the  manner  of  exercifing  them. 

Learn  to  appreciate  thefe  advantages,  and  merit  them,  by 
turning  a  deaf  ear  to  the  ipterefted  and  treacherous  infinuatiotis 
of  the  evil-minded  and  of  fools,  who  endeavour  to  fmk  the  value 
of  them  in  your  eyes,  and  to  millead  you. 

We  come  among  you  as  friends.  We  are  your  brothers.  Do 
HOC  be  afraid  of  any  ill  treatment.  Properties  and  perfons  (hall 
be  prote<Sed,  as  much  as  the  enemies  of  liberty  (half  be  made  to 
fuffer.  The  mod  exa&  and  flri£l  difcipline  fhall  be  obferved  by 
the  warriors,  who  have  never  had,  aorcver  will  have,  any  other 
enemies  than  thofe  of  liberty.  Such  are  the  orders  of  the  Exe« 
Oiitiye  Pliedory. 

Mengaud, 
Commiflioner  of  the  Executive  DireSory. 


^m- 


The  Deputies  of  the  Bernefe  People  to  their  Fe/iow-citizgns* 

XXTHEN,  fome  days  ago,  we  were  called  by  your  meetings  to 

^       lit  in  the  midft  of  the  government,  you  juftly  hoped  that 

>  jgreat  advantages  would  refult  from  it,  and  that  the  clofer  union 

/^  the  citizens  of  the  (late  would  be  the  true  means  of  proted* 

ipg  us  fuccefsfully  againil  the  dangers  that  were  every  moment 

•.  increafing,  and  more  and  more  threatening  our  country.     Your 

t^bc^  will  not  be  difappointed,  dear  fellow-citizens  j  and  though 

*4ia  lb  ihort  a  time  it  has  not  yet  been  poflible  for  us  to  remove 

£»ur  fears  upon  the  arrangements  without,  we  have,  neveithe- 
Is,  taken  a  great  (lep  towards  the  triumph  which  we  Ihould  de- 
^^jjire;  that  is,  by  having  increafed  our  llrength  by  a  union  moll 
f,i(|rtfie  and  moft  necelTary.     As  a  thoufand  little  dreams  running  by 

S  2  them- 
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thcmfelvcs,  and  which,  by  a  happy  inclination,  fall  into  end 
channel,  form  a  powerful  and  majettic  river  ;  fo  arc  we  going  to 
become  a  (Iriking  and  formidable  mafs,  whofe  courage  and  af- 
furance  of  a  good  caufe  cannot  fall  to  obtain  fucccfs.^ 

Man  is  dcfigned  to  improve  his  ilate ;  it  is  one  of  the  great 
blellings  attached  to  his  nature.  All  the  human  difpofitions 
ihould  make  a  progrefs  according  fo  circumilances ;  but  the  raoft 
important  of  all  is  the  union  of  men  under  laws  and  government} 
whiclj  we  call  the  (late. 

The  edifice  of  our  conftitution,  exifting  for  ages,  its  very  an- 
tiquity would  be  a  rcfpeiSable  tcftimony  in  its  favour,  even  if  wc 
had  not  a  ftill  more  pcrfeft  proof  in  the  general  profperity  which 
the  nation  has  enjoyed  to  the  prcfent  time  under  its  influence. 
However,  as  nothing  which  is  the  work  of  man  can  be  perfcft, ' 
our  government,  perhaps,  has  need  of  fome  reforms ;  and  the 
fathers  of  the  country  have  been  long  occupied  in  the  means  of 
clFcfting  them  without  (hocks  and  without  agitations;  for  no- 
thing is  more  dangerous  than  to  touch,  though  ever  fo  (lightly, 
the  conllituiional  laws  of  a  ftate.  It  fecmed  therefore  that  the 
prefcnt  moment  was  not  proper  for  this  great  work,  and  furely  it 
might  have  produced  much  more  valuable  advantages  had  it 
been  poflible  to  delay  it  till  happier  times.  Neverthelefs,  cori- 
fcfs  it,  dear  fellow- citizens,  a  ftrong  defirc  of  innovation  has 
appeared  on  your  part.  This  wifh  was  that  of  a  fmail  numbel", 
it  is  true  ;  but  it  was  imprudent,  if  it  came  from  yourfelves  ;  it 
vras  incompatible  with  that  noble  pride  which  ought  to  animate  a 
free  people,  if  it  was  the  refult  of  a  foreign  inipulfe* 

It  was  to  fatisfy  your  views,  that,  as  foon  as  we  had  taken 
our  places  in  the  aflfembly  of  the  government,  alterations  Wetc 
propofcd  to  us  which  appeared  ufeful  to  the  general  good  of  the 
country,  and  fuitable  tt  circumftances.  We  have  fupported  thqfe 
propofitions  with  firmnefs,  as  you  cntruftcd  to  us  the  care  ot 
co-operating  as  we  (hould  judge  ncceflfary  for  the  fafety  ofthc 
country. 

If  it  be  true  that  our  conftitution  was  not  exempt  from  abufes^ 
which  human  weaknefs  renders  almoft  ihfeparable  from  govern- 
ixients,  how  many  have  already  difappeared' through  the  wifdom 
and  prudence  of  the  adminiftration  ?  Did  wc  not  poflefs,  in  the 
fuUelt  extent  it  could  have,  the  fecurity  of  perfons  and  property, 
the  two  moft  precious  advantages  of  civil  fociety  ?  Cap  the  ad- 
miniftration  be  accufed  of  a  finglc  deviation  from  juftice?  Can 
the  members  of  our  governnient  be  reproached  \Vith  the  leaft  in- 
clination that  could  look  like  corruption  ?  Could  the  treafures 
of  the  ftate  be  adminiftered  with  ftrider  rcfponfibility,  ijrith 
greater  economy  ?  And  if  the  fertility  of  a  parched  arid  rocky 
foil,  if  the  profperity  of  a  loyal  nation,  that  has  pfcfervcd  tf»c 
ancient  purity  of  its  manners,  be  the  moft  certain  proofs  of  the 

goodncCi 
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goodnefs  of  its  government,  is  it  not  yourfelves  who  render  tliis 
glorious  teftimony  to  the  fuprcmc  power  ?  Woe  be  to  you,  if 
€vcr  you  can  forget  it ! 

And,  furthermore,  the  rights  which  in  future  you  will  en- 
joy, have  not  been  demanded,  but  freely  granted :  for  the  wi(h 
ot  the  majority  had  not  yet  appeared  among  you.  It  remainst 
for  you,  dear  fellow-citizens,  to  render  yourfelves  worthy  of 
thefe  bledings*  If  liberty  be  the  greateft  blelTmg  to  the  people, 
the  bafis  which  fcciires  it  ought  to  be  fo  much  the  more  lacrcd  ; 
there  is  nothing  great  or  fublime  which  may  not  be  yet  c({e£leJ 
under  its  aufpices  ;  but  a  good  conflitution  can  only  be  thecffcA 
of  profound  difcernment,  and  the  refult  of  tranquil  labour,  di- 
reded  by  wifJom  and  experience.  If,  on  the  contrary,  it  be 
hurried  by  the  heat  of  the  padions,  it  is  ftiflcd  in  its  birth.  The 
elevation  of  fuch  an  edifice  is  the  work  of  time,  by  which 
jglon^  every  thing  is  matured.  To  begin  by  demolifhing  wlat 
gives  us  a  fure  fhelter,  would  be  to  expofe  ourfelves  naked  to  the 
violence  of  a  temped.  When  a  lowering  dorm  gathers  on  the 
horizon,  the  pilot  who  has  a  fenfe  of  his  duty  (lands  more 
ftoutly  at  the  helm,  but  dill  keeps  his  fails  fpread^  the  fooner  to 
bring  his  (hip  to  an  anchor. 

The  welfare  of  your  country,  dear  brothers,  your  own,  and 
that  of  your  children,  is  in  your  hands.     Your  wiflies  are  now 
fatisfied.     All  that  could  be  granted  confidently  with  the  general 
good,  has  been  granted.     Whoever  at  this  time  (hould  dare  to  re* 
quire  more,  could  only  do  fo  from  fclfilh  views,  and  not  for  his 
country  ;  his  objed  could  only  be  to  dcdroy,  not  to  preferve  it. 
We  have  but  a  choice  between  two  things :  either  an  entire  obe- 
dience to  the  law  and    fnprcme  power,  which  alone  can  five 
our  threatened  date  ;  or  the  overflow  of  all  the  wild  and  ungo- 
vernable paffions,  the  ruin  of  a  flourifliing  country,  the  annihila- 
tion of  public  profperity,  the  havoc  occafioned  by  the  corrup- 
tion of  morals ;  in   fhort,  a  view  of  the  mod  frightful  difaders 
and  misfortunes  for  us  and  our  generation.     Who  (hould  dare 
Alo  doubt  our  refolution  ?     Yes,  dear  fellow-citizens  !  you  have 
honoured  us  with  your  con(idcnce  ;  you  have  impofed  upon  us 
the  ta(k,  exceedingly  grateful  to  our  hearts,  of  fupporting  your 
deared   rights  and  intereds.     It  is  for  you  then,  it  is  in  your 
siaime,  it  is  from  the  bottom  of  your  hearts,  that  we  fwear  to  fave 
the  country  ;  and  you  cannot  belie  us. 

If  this  a£l  of  union,  which  we  this  day  announce  to  you, 
were  not  enough  to  difarm  all  our  enemies  and  annihilate  their 
'  deligns ;  if  there  be  one  yet  remaining  who  would  impofe  laws 
upon  us,  violate  the  fanduary  of  our  liberty,  and,  in  fine,  ren- 
der ufelefs  the  wife  reforms  we  have  been  making  itt  our  conditu- 
tibn  ;  then  the  country  will  fummon  her  children  ;  they  will  aflfem- 
blcj  they  will  prefs  round  her  ^  and  if  you  fhould  have  the  mif- 
''  1  fortune 


fortune  to  be  forced  to  fight,  the  thorough'  knowledge  you  have 
of  your  caufe  wilt  fupport  your  cOMrage,  while  it  enfuret  your 
fucccfs.  The  folemn  aflurance  of  your  rights  will  be  the  ftand- 
ard  round  which  you  will  form  an  impenetrable  wall ;  it  will  be 
.  the  banner  you  will  carry  againft  a  powerful  enemy ,  who  thence- 
forth will  no  longer  be  to  be  feared  by  you :  we  will  place  our- 
felvcs  befide  you,  and  in  the  (irfl  ranks  ;  it  will  wave,  bleeding  in 
the  air,  but  we  will  never  dcfert  it;  we  will  bring  it  back  with 
us,  or  never  more  return  ourfelvcs ;  and,  if  pufhed  to  extremily» 
we  are  rcfolved  to  die,  but  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  recall  to  the 
remembrance  of  pofterity  the  glorious  name  of  our  anceftors. 
^^'c  will  bury  ourfelves  under  the  ruins  of  our  country,  rather 
than  bow  our  heads  under  an  ignominious  yoke.  We  may  ceafc 
to  be,  but  our  honour  mud  never  be  annihilated. 
BernCy  February  ^th^  1798. 


Addrcfi  of  the  Gorucrnment  and  People  of  Berne  to  the  Executive 
DircRory  of  the  French  Rcpuhlicy  dated  Feb.  7. 

Ciiizcns  DireQors, 

"pERMIT  the  people  of  Berne,  clofely  united  to  their  govem- 
^  ment,  to  lay  beiorc  you,  with  that  franknefs  which  becomes 
them  towards  a  great  nation,  their  fmcerc  difpofitioos  relative  to 
their  prefcnt  fituation  with  rcfpedl  to  the  French  government. 
This  people,  accuftomcd  at  all  times  to  recognifc  a  weU-dif* 
pofed  neighbour  in  the  French  nation,  to  which,  for  many  cen- 
turici>,  they  have  given  the  moft  uneqiiivocal  proofs  of  the  fin- 
ccreil  fricndihip,  could  not  fee,  without  regret,  any  alteratioa 
an  fo  happy  an  alliance. 

Animated  with  the  mod  fmcerc  and  upright  fentiments,  this 
people,  now  united  to  their  government,  regard  it  as  a  moft 
facred  duty  to  declare  to  you.  Citizens  Diredors,  that  they 
ardently  defire  peace  and  good  neighbourhood,  which  they  have 
always  endeavoured  to  maintain ;  and  that,  where  any  difBculrw 
tics  arife  between  the  French  nation  and  their  own,  th^y  are 
ready  to  fmooih  and  remove  them,  as  far  as  caii  be  effp&cd, 
without  compromiling  the  independence  of  a  free  people,  who 
are  firmly  rcfolved  to  maintain  and  defend  that  independence  to 
the  laft  drop  of  their  blood. 

Full  of  confidence  in  the  juflice  of  this  demand  on  the  part 
of  a  people  attached  to  their  liberty,  we  promife  ourlielves, 
from  your  judice,  a  prompt  and  fatisfadory  anfwer ;  and,  in  this 
cafe,  we  affure  ourfelves  that  you  will  withdraw  your  troops 
from  our  frontiers — upon  which  our  people,  who  have  istkea  vp 
arms  only  in  their  own  defence,  will  voluntarily  lay  than 
down. 

Wc 
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We  tike  the  liberty,  Cititens  Direflors,  to  renew  our  requcft  of 
f  prompt  anfwer ;  and  we  entreat  you  to  rely  on  the  finccrity  of 
OirrefpeAful  devotion  towards  you  and  the  French  nation. 

Citizens  DireSors, 

Your  very  afFedlionate, 
The  Government  and  United  People 
OF  THE  Republic  of  Berne. 


Lttttrfrom  General  Schauenhour^^  Commainier  in  Chief  of  the  Army 
ff  Erguel^  to  Citizen  Mengaud^  Alinijler  from  the  Fretteh  Re- 
fiiiic  to  the  Helvetic  Cantons  in  Bajle* 

Soleure,  I2  Fentofe  (Afar eh  2}. 

f  HASTEN,  citizen  miniftcr,  to  inform  you,  that  I  this  morn- 
^  ing  attacked  and  took  the  village  of  Longnau.  From  that 
pbce  hither  every  thing  has  been  forced  to  yield  to  the  arms  of  the 
great  nation.  Eight  pieces  of  artillery,  with  ammunition-wag- 
toos,  and  200  prifoners,  fell  into  our  hands.  Among  the  prl- 
loners are^ feveral  (laff  officers.  I  fummoned  Soleure  about  ten  in 
ihe  nibmiog,  and  in  half.an  hour  the  gates  were  opened  to  me.  I 
ktve  the  honour  to  fend  you  a  copy  of  the  fummons.  I  direSljr 
lufleoed  to  fet  the  arrefted  patriots  at  liberty,  and  have  taken  every 
Mceflaiy  meafure  to  make  the  arms  of  our  brave  warriors  triumph 
ibrough  the  whole  canton,  and  fecure  the  empire  of  that  freedom, 
whi^h  conditutes  the  happinels  of  a  people.  I  (ball  have  the  hO" 
JKMir  to  give  you  an  account  of  every  further  proceeding,  that  you 
my  uanfmic  it  to  the  Diredory.     Health  and  fraternity. 

(Signed)  Schauenbourg. 

P.  S.  The  arfenal  and  the  artillery  on  the  walls  are  in  our 
poileflion. 

m 

Coff  of  the  Summons  to  the  General  in  Command  at  Solettre. 

General, 

THE  Dircilory  has  commanded  me  to  take  pofleflion  of  the 
town  of  Soleure ;  adding,  that  if  the  lead  oppofition  is  made,  or 
a  liogle  drop  of  French  blood  fpilt,  the  members  of  the  govern- 
■ncnt  of  Soleure  ihall  gnfwer  it  with  their  lives  and  property.  In- 
iorm  the  members  of  your  government  of  the  will  of  the  Direc- 
tory, and  open  your  gates  to  the  republican  troops.  I  give  you 
hslf  an  hour  to  rcfolve  in  \  when  this  has  elapfed,  in  cafe  of  re- 
fifianoe,  1  fliall  fire  upon  the  town,  and  put  the  garriibn  to  the 
fwofd. 

(Signed)  Schauenbourc. 

tetter 
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Liiterfrom  General  Brune^  Commander  in  Chl^  of  the  Prifuh  Armf 

'  in  Helvetia,  to  the  Executive  Dlredory. 

Head  ^iarters  at  Berne,  1 7  Veniofc 

Citizens  DireSors,  (March  7). 

TO  ERNE  is  fubdued.  It  was  entered  the  day  before  ycflerdayi  at 
^^  one  in  the  afternoon,  by  the  troops  of  the  republic.  General 
Schauenbourg  preceded- by  about  an  hour  the  colnnin  tinder  the 
command  of  General  Pigeon,  who  after  gaining  a  (ignal  viflory 
at  NeVeneck  on  the  Saufen,  purfued  the  remainder  of  the  fanatic 
bands  of  oligarchy,  even  to  the  gates  of  Berne.  On  the  i  ith  I 
had  made  every  necelfary  difpofition,  and  General  Schauenbourg 
had  received  orders  to  dire£l  his  movement  againfl  Berne  by  So- 
leure.  The  latter  furrendercd  at  twelve  in  the  foi-enoon  on  being 
fiimmoned.  The  fame  day  the  environs  of  Fribourg  had  been  oc- 
cupied at  three  in  the  morning.  The  city  being  fummoned,  an 
anfwer  was  returned  by  the  magiftrates,  that  they  were  difpofed 
to  furrcndcr,  but  thit  fomc  hours  were  neccifary  in  order  that  the 
evacuation  on  the  part  of  the  Bernefe  and  armed  peafants  might 
he  effecled  without  diforder.  General  Pigeon  granted  two  hours  ; 
but  foon  after,  the  found  of  the  tociin  was  heard  in  different  viU 
lages,  and  a  multitude  of  peafants  who  came  to  reinforce  the  gar* 
jifon,  were  feen  entering  the  town  by  a  gate  oppofite  to  the  points  of 
attack.  A  new  fummons  was  then  fent,  upon  which  fome  of  the 
citizens  and  magillrates  came  to  fay,  that  they  were  overawed  by 
the  peafants,  and  were  no  longer  free  in  their  deliberations,  -The 
republican  foKIiers,  ftill  of  ardour,  demanded  with  loud  cries  the 
order  of  an  aflault.  Some  (hells  were,  thrown  into  the  city,  and  a 
few  flight  breaches  were  made.  Ten  or  twelve  intrepid  foldicrs, 
at  the  head  of  whom  was  Ciiizon  Barbc,  fergcant  of  the  iStli 
,  demi-brigade,  cliinlRil  to  tiu'  top  of  the  ramparts,  and  threw 
themfelves  into  the  town,  wb.ilc  oilicrs  penetrated  into  a  gate  half 
dcmolilhed.  The  one  tJioufai^vl  Iiv  'j  hundred  Bernefe,  and  four  or 
five  thoufand  Bernefe  who  couipolcd  the  force  of  Fribourg,  had 
retired  with  precipitation  wiili  their  cannon  and  arms  into  the 
arfenal.  The  cannon  were  taken  timing  the  purfuit,  and  a  great 
many  mufkets  were  picked  up  by  the  way  and  in  the  ftrcets.  I 
have  made  the  brave  Scrizoar.t  Barbe  a  fub-licutcnant.  No  excedi 
has  been  committed  ;  difciplinc  was  obfcrvcd  with  as  much  ftricl- 
uefs  as  if  the  city  had  been  tr.kcn  only  by  capitulation.  The 
aridocratic  government  has  bi^n  dcilroycd,  and  replaced  by  a 
provincial  government,  compofcd  of  men  chofcn  by  the  bannitrti, 
or  fedtions.  The  affair' of  Tribourg  coft  the  enemy  more  than 
400  men,  and  a  great  nimiber  of  wounded.  1  font  back  the  pri- 
foncrs  :  thcfe  unhappy  pcifons  wept  for  joy.  To  facilitate  the 
taking  of  Fribourg,  j.ikL  ftcond  the  operations  under  Cicneral 
Pigeon,  I  cauicJ  an  .ilarm  to  be  jjivcn  at  Morat.     The  Bernefe 
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evacuated  that  town  in  the  evening  of  the   12th :    the  13th  wa^ 
fpcnt  in  obfervation  and  marching.     In  the  evening  of  the  r4th, 
the  column  of  General  Rampen  fliovved  itfelf  towards  Gumine,  as 
if  about  to  attack  that  famous  paflage,   which  the  enemy  had 
planted  very  ftrongly  with  batteries.  Another  body  made  a  threat- 
ening movement  towards  Laupen.     At  the  fame  time  the  column 
rf  Pigeon  attacked  towards  Saufen  the  paflage  of  Neveneck.     At 
four  in  the  morning  of  the  15th,  this  paflage  was  forced,  and  the 
camp  of  the  enemy  carried,  after  an  acSion  which  lafted  almoft 
five  hours,    and  in  which  the  enemy  difplayed  the  utmofl  ob- 
ffinacy.    On  that  occafon  the  i8th  demi-brigade  of  heavy  in- 
fantry, and  the  2d  of  light  infantry,  diftinguifhed  themfelves  very 
much.    The  enemy  had  more  than  8(DO  men  killed,  and  3000 
were  made  prifoners.     We  took  from  them  feven  pair  of  colours, 
and  20  pieces  of  cannon  were  carried  by  the  bayonet.     This  vie-  • 
tory  coft  us  a  great  number  of  wounded,  and  fome  killed.  Among 
ihcfc  is  Citizen   Barbe,    whom   I    had   made  a  fub-lieutenant.   . 
This  brave  young  man  was  the  firft  who  prefented  himfelf  at  the 
bridge  of  Neveneck,  where  he  was  cut  in  two  by  a  cannon  balU 
Fugiere,  chef  de  brigade ;  Dumoulin,  chef  de  bataillon,  who,  at 
the  entry  of  Fribourg,.  had  his  horfe  killed  under  him  ;  Captains 
Largier  and  Charlat,  Sergeant  Tioche,  and  feveral  others,  diftin- 
guiflied  themfelves  that  day.     The  enemy,  who  by  their  defeat  at 
Neveneck  had  been  left  uncov<fr.  d,  retired  with  a  part  of  their 
'  forces  to  Gumine,  in  order  to  defend  Berne.     General  Rampen 
with  great  ability  took  advantage  of  thiscircumdance  :  his  column 
'  occupied  the  bridge,  and  he  made  himfelf  matter  of  the  firft  batteries : 
the  reft  were  abandoned  by  the  enemy,  who  were  much  ilifcou- 
raged  by  intelligence  bejng  received  that  Berne  was  in  our  pof- 
felfion.     The  fugitives  were  (harplypurfued.     The  road  was  co- 
wered with  muflcets,  for  the  moft  part  broken,  cannons,  mortars, 
\  howitzers,  and  carriages,  in  very. good  condition  :  we  found  alfo 
a  quantity  of  corn  and  fodder.     During  the  conteft  at  Neveneck, 
a  rebellion  broke  out  in  the  Pays  de  Vaud,  near  Yverdun.     The 
lebels  were  commanded  by  fome  Bernefe  officers  and  emigrants, 
who  had  fent  them  two  pieces  of  cannon  by  the  lake  of  Neufchatel. 
Thcfc  auxiliaries  of  the  oligarchy  were  beat  by  a  detachment  com- 
pofed  in  part  of  the  Vaudois  volunteers,    who  took  from  them 
their  two  pieces  of  cannon.     The  difperfed  militia  are  ftill  com-  . 
mitting  fome  exceifes  in  the  country.     The  country  of  Oberland 
and  the  environs  of  Arberg  have  afforded  a  retreat  to  the  obftinate, 
who  ftill  talk  of  refinance.     In  my  opinion,  it  will  be  fufficient 
to  fend  a  reconnoitring  party  thither,  to  reduce  them  to  obedi- 
ence.    I  have  not  fent  you  arfy  details  refpeding  the  operations  of 
General  Schauenbourg,  as  you  will  find  them  in  the  report  which 
fce  tranfmitted  to  you  by  Ruby,  chef  de  brigade.     This  officer 
^ftinguiflied  himfelf  at  the  head  of  the  89th  demi-brigade  of 
Vol.  VII.  T  heavy 
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heavy  infantry.  TH«  legion  des  Francs^  at  pfefent  the  •14th  light 
infantry,  (howed  alfo,  inSchancnbourg's  corps,  much  ardour  and 
intrepidity  in  the  attack  and  purfuit  of  the  Bcrnefc  militia.  The 
ftafFs  of  the  armies  of  the  Rhine,  and  of  Italy,  joined  here^cftcr- 
day  in  a  civic  rcpaft.  Among  the  toads  given  vfcre.  The  Execu- 
tive Directory,  The  glory  of  republican  armies.  The  Helvetic 
army,  Deftruftion  to  England,-  Peace  to  the  world.  The  fraternal 
kifs  was  mutually  given  and  received.     Health  and  fraternity. 

(Signed)  Brukb* 

P.  S.  Citizen  Stichet,  chef  de  brigade  of  the  18th,  fets  out 
\yith  Citizen  Ruby  to  carry  you  twenty-tive  pair  of  colours  taken 
at  Fribourg,  Neveneck,  Gumine,  and  in  the  march  of  General 
SchaTienbourg  from  Bienne  to  Berne.  Citizen  Suchet  has  fliown 
in  this  expedition,  zeal,  bravery,  and  talents,  on  which  I  muil 
beftow  the  highcft  praife. 
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Official  Letters  to  the  DlrcHory. 

Citizens  Direilors,        Bintney  21  Fcntvfe  (Mar^  il),  iatbYear^ 

nrHE  Bernefe  have  juft  been  beaten,  and  it  was  themfelves 
■*  who  provoked  hoftilities.  At  feven  o'clock  laft  night  an  officer 
came  with  a  parley  to  Adjtitant-gencral  Frcffinet, '  chief  of 
the  ftaff  of  the  right  wing  of  the  army  of  Erguel.  He  delivered 
to  him  a  difpatch  from  Colonel  de  Grofs,  commander  in  chief  of 
the  Bernefe  army  at  Niddau,  conceived  in  the  following  terms : 

'^  I  inform  you,  that  unlefs  fome  unforefeen  change  (hould  take 
place,  hoftilitics  will  commence  this  evening.  Order  therefore 
your  (entries,  which  are  within  reach  of  my  cannon  charged  with 
grape,  to  retire.  I  do  not  at  all  underiland  this  military  dlfpoC- 
tiouJ' 

The  Adjutant-general  FrefTmet  detained  the  officer^  and 
Cent  a  difpatch  to  General  Schauenbourg.  In  the  mean  time  a  fc- 
cond  letter  was  received  from  Colonel  de  Grpfs,  in  which  be 
ftaicd  that  he  did  not  mean  to  conuncnce  hoftUities :  to  this 
Geneial  Trcffinci  anfwered: 

•'  Sir, 
•<  Ymir  officer  yet  waits  the  anfwer  of  the  commarulcr  in  chief, 
but  he  will  return  to  you  before  the  hour  you  have  fixed  upon  for 
the  commencement  of  hoftilities,  namely,  ten  o'clock.  When 
that  moment  is  arrived,  you  arc  at  liberty  to  employ  all  your 
forces.  The  French  republicans  await  you  with  that  courage 
which  charafierizes  tlicm.** 

General  Frcffinet,  who  had  no  orders  to  commence  an  attack, 
formed  a  line  of  battle  before  Bienne^  and  from  Bonfau  by  Niddair 

along 
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iloi^die  Lake  of  Bienne:    He  remained  upon  the  defenfive  unfit 
a  Bernefe  poft,  advancing  from  the  villages  fituate  at  the  bottom 
of  the  {«ake,  commenced  the  attack,  and  iiad  the  cowardice  to 
make  a  iiirious  charge  upon  a  French  poil  of  four  men,  who  were 
at  Vigneule,  a  lordfliip  belonging  to  Bienne,  without  embatrafling 
tbemfelves  with  the  cullom  generally  obferved  between  foldiers  at 
the  comoiencefnent  of  a  war.     The  Adjutant-general  Freflinet, 
4|uickiy  informed  of  this  attack,  and  of  the  motions  of  the  enemy^ 
turned  the  villages  of  Diefe  and  Orvin,  to  take  them  in  the  rear 
at  Evilard  or  Bonjeau  :  he  fent  a  reinforcement   to  the   port  of 
Vigneule,  whilft  one  company  advanced  from  Bienne  by  Evilard, 
to  fall  upon  the  enemy's  flank.     This  manoeuvre  had  complete 
fuccefs.     The  French,  inferior  in  numbers,  but  accudomed  to 
conquer,   gathered  frefti  laurels.     The   Bernefe  at  firft  fought 
bravely,  and  their  arquebufiers  killed  many  of  our  people  ;  but  In 
a  (hort  time,  adoniihed  at  the  rapidity  of  our  movements,  the^ 
loft  \)\2X  Jang  fnid  which  enfures  vidlory  ;  attacked  fuddenly  with 
the  bayonet,  au  pas  de  charge ;  they  were  completely  broken,  and 
retreated  precipitately  down  the  mountain  to  gain  tHeir  boats  :  but 
[i      this  refource  they  were  deprived  of  by  the  fire  of  a  platoon  of  the 
>      brave  grenadiers  of  the  38th  demi-brigade,  who  purfued  them 
from  the  heights  to  within  a  very  (hort  diftance  of  the  banks. 

General  Schauenbourg  this  morning,  at  half  pad  three  o'clock, 
attacked  the  pod  of  Lengnau,  and,  after  having  forced  it,  conti- 
need  his  victorious  march  againd  Soleure.   The  lofs  of  the  enen\y 
in  thisfird  affair  confids  in  four  pieces  of  cannon,  a  great  number 
^  killed,    wounded)  and  prifoners :  among  the  latter  are  three 
Bernefe  officers.     Ours  is  inconfiderabie :  we  have  to  regret  the 
lafs  of  fome  brave  men,  but  they  fell  covered  with  glory,  and  we 
entertain  hopes  of  terminating  in  a  few  days  the  fcandalous  drug- 
gie of  the  tyrannic  oligarchy  of  the  Swifs  Patricians  againd  the  li- 
berty of  the  defcendants  of  William  Tell.     The  Adjutant-general 
Freifinet  contributjsd  greatly  by  his  activity,  his  fa^g/r^idy  and  his 
px)d  difpofitions,  to  the  fuccefs  of  this  day.     Health  and  reCpeSt. 

(Sigtied)  LioMiN. 


•a^M 


Letters  from  General  de  Divlfion  Schauenbourg^    to  the  Executive 

Dire^ory, 

Bemcy  17  Veniofcy  6th  Tear  (March  lO,  1798). 

Citizens  DireCiors, 

T  INFORMED  you  in  my  lad  difpatch,   dated  from  SoleurCf 

that  I  was  going  to  march  againd  Berne  with  a  confiderable  body 

•f  forces.     On  the  14th,  after  joining  to  the  main  body  the  five 

kttiidions  CMDOlaaded  by  Adjutant-general  Bonami^  I  e&tcoded 

%  T  2  the 
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the  advanced  guard  as  far  as  Schahinen,,  pofted  the  1 6th  demi* 
brigade  of  light  infantry  as  an  intermediate  body  at  Delterchingeiiy 
and  my  main  body  at  Lhofne.     At  five  in  the  morning  of  the 
I5thy  we  began  our  march,  and  fell  in  with  the  enemy  in  a  wood 
behind  Schahinen,  where  a  fevere  firing  took  place  between  the 
14th  demi -brigade  of  light  infantry,  and  the  Bernefe  troops,  who 
were  provided  with  cannon.     I  immediately  ordered  two  pieces 
of  artillery  and  a  howitzer,  attached  to  the  advanced  van  guard,  to 
advance  ;  and  after  a  fhort  refi (lance  the  enemy  returned,  and 
took  up  a   pofiiion  on  the  heights  before  F^raumbrunei',  where 
tiiey  kept  firm.     We  were  obliged  to  make  new  difpofitions  for 
driving  them  from  this  fccond-pofition.     They  then  retreated,  and 
formed  tliemfclvcs  behind  Urtenen,  where  they  again  halted ;  but 
being  driven  from  this  pod  alfo,  they  retired  in  good  order,  and 
placed  themfelvcs  between  the  rocks  and  a  large  fir- wood,  which 
covers  the  heights  of  Altmerchingen.     The  highway  from  Soleure 
to  Berne  forms  a  defile  which  crofles  thefe  heights.     In  this  pofi- 
tion  the  enemy  had  their  right  covered  by  rocks,  and  their  left  by 
woods  and  marfhes.     They  had  taken  the  precaution  to  make 
confiderable  abbatis  to  obftruft  the  road,  and  ported  themfelvcs 
behind  thefe  abbatis,  from  which  they  kept  up  a  brifk  fire.     The 
14th  demi-brigade  of  light  infantry,  and  the  89th  of  the  line,  were 
employed  to  carry  this  formidable  pofition  :  the  adion  continued 
more  than  an  hour.  Ruby,  chef  de  brigade,  who  commanded  the 
advanced  guard,  caufed  three  companies  of  the  fecond  battalion  of 
the  89th,  to  climb  the  rocks  ;  a  battalion  of  the  14th  demi-brigade, 
and  a  demi-battalion  of  the  89th,  pafled  the  marflies  to  turn  the 
enemy  on  the  left,  while  the  light  artillery  cannonaded  the  high 
road.     Thefe  different  movements  were  fo  happily  concerted,  that 
the  enemy,  attacked  on  the  front  and  on  the  flanks,   were  fur- 
rounded  in  a  manner  at  the  fame  moment.     They  lort  a  great 
inany  men,  and  were  completely  routed,  abandoning  all  their  ar- 
tillery: they  however  rallied  again  on  the  heights  before  Berne, 
where  they  gave  us  battle  a  fifth  time.     The  hulTars  of  the  7th  and 
8th  regiments  charged  with  bravery  in  the  face  of  their  cannon  ; 
and  it  is  certain  if  Berne  had  not  then  fent  deputies  to  capitulate, 
all  its  troops  would  have  been  made  prifoners  of  war  ;  and  the  ad- 
vanced guard,  cutting  off  their  retreat,  would  have  entered  the 
town  before  the  inhabitants  could  have  had  time  to  (hut  the  gates. 
I  granted  to  Berne  the  fame  capitulation  as  that  granted  to  Soleurc. 
We  entered  the  place  at  one  in  the  afternoon.     I   muft  add  to 
thefe  details,  that  the  advanced  guard  fought  always  at  the  diftance 
of  two  leagues  from  the  main  body,  and  thus  the  infantry  marched 
with  fuch  rapidity,  that  the  cavalry  were  forced  to  folh)w  thepa 
on  a  trot.     I  cannot  give  you  an  exadl  account  of  the  cannon  and 
carriages  taken.     Wherever  we  found  artillery  we  took  pofleflion 
of  them.     I  leckoQ  the  number  to  be  ahout  25  pieces^  of  different 

calibrc€« 
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calibres.  The  Bernefe  in  their  different  actions  fudained  con- 
fidcrmble  lofs.  Weliave  taken  feveral  officers.  It  is  a  duty  I  owe  to 
truth  to  fay,  that  it  is  adonilhing)  that  troops  who  for  two 
hundred  years  have  not  carried  on  war,  fhould  have  maintained 
^jrith  great  bravery  five  fucceflive  combats,  and  that  they  were 
hardly  driven  from  one  pofition  when  they  refumed  another.  On 
the  night  between  the  15th  and  16th)  the  advanced  guard  of  Ge- 
neral Brune  joined  the  troops  under  my  command,  and  the  general 
hirofelf  arrived  at  Berne  in  the  morning:  he  has  aflumed  the  chief 
command  of  the  whole  army.  Ruby,  chef  de  brigade,  an  officer 
of  as  much  courage  as  ability,  will  deliver  to  you.  Citizens  Di- 
redorSy  fixteen  pair  of  colours  taken  from  the  Bernefe.  All  the 
troops  behaved  with  their  ufual  bravery.  The  general  officers, 
and  chiefs  of  the  corps,  whom  I  mentioned  in  my  difpatch  from 
Soleure^  have  acquired  a  new  title  to  my  praifes.  Health  and 
rcfped. 

(Signed)  Schauenbourg. 

Head  Quarters  at  Soleurc^   13  Ventofe  (March  7). 

'T^HE  commander  in  chief  of  the  troops  of  the  French  republic 
in  the  canton  of  Soleure  and  in  Erguel,  having  nothing  more  at 
heart  than  to  accomplifh  the  intentions  of  the  Executive  Diredory, 
and  to  contribute  with  all  his  power  to  the  fpeedy  re-eftablifhment 
of  good  harmony  between  the  French  republic  and  the  canton  of 
Soleure,  which  could  not  have  been  interrupted  but  by  the  pride 
and  perfonal  intercft  of  the  members  of  the  ancient  government  of 
the  canton,  appoints  as  members  of  the  provifional  government 
Citizens  Viflor  Obcrlin,  prcficlent  ;  Balthazar  Wallier,  vice- 
prelldcnt  ;  Xavier  Zcltner,  Pierre  Zeltncr,  ex-chancellor; 
Nicholas  Gloutz,  ex-procurcr-gencral  ;  Benoit  Glontz,  Vidlor 
Brcmmer,  treafurer  of  the  fcals  ;  John  Sclilup  de  Nenmkoffcn, 
Jofcph  Luthy,  fccrctary- general,  Thcfc  citizens  will  enter  on 
their  fundions,  dating  from  this  day. 

(Signed)  Schauenbourg. 

The  general,  commander  in  chief  of  the  troops  in  tlie  canton  of 
Soleure  and  in  Erguel,  orders,  in  conformity  to  the  intentions  of 
the  Executive  Diredory,  as  follows: 

Art.  I.  The  funftions  of  the  fcnate  of  the  canton  of  Soleure 
ftiall  immcdiatelv  ceafc. 

II.  It  Ihall  l)c  replaced  by  a  provifional  government  of  eleven 
members. 

III.  The  funftions  of  all  the  bailiffs  and  other  magiftrates,  the 
non::ination  of  which  belonged  to  the  ancient  fenate,  fhall  ceafc 
alfo,  unlcfs  the  provifional  government  (hall  think  it  necelfary  to 
letaiu  any  of  them. 

(Signed)  Schauckbgurg. 

Gfnaai 
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« 

CcmraV  Brune^  Commandtr  In   Chief  of  the    French    Armf  in 

Helvetia^ 

garters  of  General  Brune^  26th  Ventofc 

fibtb  March  J. 

A  GREAT  number  of  citizens  of  the  fcvcral  cantons  of  Helve- 
"^^  tia  having  teilifieda  deiire  to  form  a  republic,  one  and  indi- 
vifiblc,  democratic  and  rcprefentative,  the  territory  of  which 
Oiould  be  coanpofc'd  of  the  Paysde  Vaud  and  the  four  Mandeiiiens» 
of  the  Upper  and  Lower  Valais,  of  the  Italian  bailiwicks,  of 
Obcrland  and  GeiTenayy  of  the  canton  of  Fribourg,  and  of  the 
countries  of  Morat  and  Nidau  ;  I  have  taken  the  motives  of  their 
dcfire  into  conddcration,  and  acknowledge  that  it  is  confornuAIe 
to  the  principles  of  liberty,  as  well  as  to  their  local  interefts  ;  ai.d 
that  a  republic,  compofed  of  all  the  deflgnatcd  territories,  would 
be  able  to  govern  itfclf  freely  according  to  its  own  laws^  and  en- 
joy the  advantages  of  an  alliance  with  the  French  republic.  It 
is  therefore  decreed  as  follows  : 

I  ft.  The  reprcfcntativcs  of  the  Upper  and  Lower  Valais,  of  the 
Italian  bailiwicks,  of  Oberland  and  Geffenay,  the  canton  of 
Fribourg,  (hall  alFemble,  without  delay,  in  the  city  of  Laufanne, 
with  the  rcprefentatives  of  the  Pays  de  Vaud,  for  the  purpofe  of 
giving  their  joint  confent  to  the  government  of  the  republic  of  the 
Rhone. 

2d.  There  {hall  be  in  this  republic  five  cantons ;  firft,  Lemany 
ci'devant  Pays  dc  Vaud,  and  the  four  Mandemens,  of  which 
Laufanne  is  the  capital  ;  fecondly.  Sari  no  and  Broye,  ci-ekvoMt 
canton  of  Fribourg,  and  the  countries  of  Morat  and  Nidau,  their 
capital  provifionaily  Payerne ;  thirdly,  Oberland,  its  capital 
Thun  ;  fourthly,  Valais,  its  capital  Sion  ;  fifthly,  Tefin,  ctmdim 
•zw;/ Italian  bailiwicks,  its  capital  Locarno. 

3d.  There  (hail  be  a  legiflative  body,  confifting  of  62  depu- 
ties, divided  into  rvvo  councils.  The  fcnate  to  confift  of  24 
members,  and  the  grand  council  of  48.  Leman  fhali  appoint  i^ 
deputies  -y  Sarino  and  Broye  18;  Oberland  12  ;  Valais  I2  ;  and 

c\m  12. 

4th.  There  (hall  be  an  executive  diredory,  compofed  of  five 
rneiulcrs. 

5th.  The  legiflative  body  and  the  diredory  (hall  refide  at  Lan* 
fannc.  They  (hall  be  empowered  to  fix,  in  fix  monthS)  their 
place  of  relidence  definitively. 

6th.  The  legiflative  body  (hall  meet  the  25th  of  March.  Thejr 
Oiull  hold  their  fitting  whenever  25  members  attend  in  the  gfand 
council,  Hud  J2  in  the  fenate. 

7th.  The  directory  ihall  be  put  in  adivity  the  jothof  Maicb. 
The  qui^lification  that  a  member  (hall  be  either  married  or  a  wv* 
dower,  is  not  ncce(rary. 

Sih. 
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fck  Thcrt  (hall  be  in  every  city,  or  principal  eommune,  a  mu- 
nfcipalfty,  whofe  ftib-prcfeft  (hall  be  prefidcnt.  The  municipa« 
litics  fliall  take  care  of  the  property  of  the  communes. 

9tb.  The  conftituted  authorities  (hall  be  maintained  by  the 
pubfic  money. , 

loth.  The  plan  of  a  conftitution,  adopted  in  the  canton  of 
Leman,  ci-devant  Pays  de  Vaud,  fhall  b^  followed  in  every  thing. 
Ncverthelefs,  the  power  of  arreft  given  to  national  projcQs,  (bail 
be  regulated  and  limited  by  the  legiflative  body. 

nth.  The  legiflative  body  (hall  put  in  pradlice  the  criminal  in- 
fiitution  of  trial  by  jury.  It  (hall  be  at  liberty  in  two  years  to  re- 
vifetbe  conftitution,  and  to  fubmit  its  alterations  to  the  primary 
aSnnblies  for  their  fanflion. 

Cufloms  and  ufages  favourable  to  motals  and  liberty,  religious 
opinions  and  wor(hip,  (hall  be  refpeflcd.  The  legiflative  body 
ftall  give  an  example  of  this  rcfpeft. 

(Signed)  BruNB. 


Mrffh^e  from  the  Executive  Dire^ory  to  the  Council  of  Five  Hundred^ 

lyi  Fcntofe  (Alarcb  I3), 

Citizens  Reprefentatives, 

I^HE  Executive  Dire<ftory  informed  you,  by  their  mcflTage  of 
the  9ih  Pluviofe  laft,  of  the  aggreflions  which  the  governments 
of  Berne  and  Fribourg  had  committed  againft  the  French  republic, 
and, the  advantage  which  might  be  derived  from  immediately  re- 
prefiing  them,  by  caufing  the  troops  detached  from  the  army  of 
Italy  to  enter  the  Pays  de  Vaud,  under  the  provifional  command  of 
Brigade-general  Menard. 

You  will  remark,  that  at  the  conclufion  of  this  melTage  the 
Executive  Diredlory  then  hoped  that  there  would  be  no  occafion 
for  undertaking  any  more  hoilile  meafures  in  order  to  redrefs  the 
iDJTiTy  done  by  the  Swifs  government  to  the  republic  ;  and  indeed 
anything  was  negleded  by  them  to  perfuade  us  that  they  entertaFined 
pacific  difpofiiions.  Deputations  at  Bafle  to  the  French  mini(ter ; 
deputations  at  Payerne  to  General  Brune,  commander  in  chief  of 
the  French  troops  in  the  Pays  de  Vaud  ;  amicable  letters  to  Ge- 
neral Schnueiibourg,  who,  under  the  orders  of  General  Brune, 
occtrpied  the  frontiers  of  the  department  of  Mont  Terrible  with  a 
corps  detached  from  the  army  of  the  Rhine  ;  were  all  employed 
to  perfuade  the  French  government  that  the  Helvetic  oligarchies 
had  difcovered  their  errors,  and  felt  the  neceflity  of  repairing 
tttem* 

But  under  thefc  dreadful  appearances  there  was  concealed  a 
hatred  more  envenomed  than  ever  againft  the  French  republic; 
This  hatred  was  at  firft  difplayed  againft  all  perfons  who  endea-* 

voured 
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Yourcd  to  re-eltabliih  political  equality  id  Switzerland.  iHence 
the  taking  and  pillaging  the  town  of  Aran,  ttiefeat  of  the  Helvetic 
diet,  as  a  puniihment  for  the  tree  of  liberty  having  been  planted 
there.  Hence  the  imprifonment  of  the  patriots  of  Soleure^  the 
threat  to  burn  the  houfes  of  thofe  of  Dorneck,  &c. 

On  the  nth  of  this  month  the  mafic  was  at  lad  pulled  ofTi  and 
a  difpatch  from  their  (lafF  announced  that  hoftilities  would  com- 
mence on  their  part  that  day,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  evening.  The 
French  army^  being  attacked,  fcized  its  arms.  It  was  the  conteil 
of  liberty  againft  tyranny  :  was  it  poflible  that  liberty  (hould  not 
triumph  ? 

On  the  1 2th  General  Schauenbourg,  at  the  head  of  his  corps  of 
17,000  men,  after  feme  fkirmiihes  with  advanced  ports,  took 
pofleflion  of  the  town  of  Soleure,  where,  attended  by  the  ac- 
clamations of  a  vaft  multitude,  he  broke  the  chains  of  the  unfor- 
tunate men  whom  tlie  oligarchy  had  held  in  confinement  for  nearly 
a  month,  and  on  whom  they  had  already  fired  in  the  prifons. 

On  the  14th  he  pufhed  his  advanced  guard  to  Schainen,  and 
brought  the  main  body  of  his  army  to  Lhofnc. 

On  the  1 5th,  at  five  in  the  niornirig,  the  troops  began  to  march* 
Five  fucceflive  a6lions  difplayed,  on  the  one  part,  the  greateft 
courage  infpired  in  the  Bernefe  militia  by  fanaticifm  ;  on  the 
other,  the  invincible  fnperioiiiy  of  French  valour.  •  Viflory 
was  every  where  faithful  to  the  llandard  of  the  republic  ;  and  on 
|he  fame  day,  at  one  in  the  afternoon,  General  Schauenbourg  en- 
tered Berne. 

^To  thefe  preludes  of  new  hofliliiies  were  added  all  the  prepara- 
tions of  war.  In  a  fhort  time,  the  members  of  the  government  of 
Berne,  always  fkilful  in  fanaticizing  the  mind  of  the  people,  coU 
lefled  under  their  lUiidard  an  army  of  50,000  men,  and  then  kept 
BO  meafurcs  except  fuch  as  were  necellary  to  conceal  their  perfidy 
a  little  longer. 

On  the  7th  of  this  month,  while  they  were  negotiating  with 
General  Brune,  they  diredled  a  detachment  of  their  forces  againft 
him,  and  took  polTelfion,  by  furprife,  of  the  village  of  Ley  fin,  a 
dependency  of  the  Pays  de  Vaud.  This  was  doubtlefs  fufficicnt  to 
determine  General  Brune  to  break  off  the  conferences  ;  but  being 
more  the  friend  of  peace  than  defirous  of  new  laurels,  he  ft  ill  af- 
forded time  for  conciliation.  The  conferences  were  continued,  but 
produced  no  other  confequences  than  enabling  the  government  of 
Berne  to  ftrcngthen  itfelf  more  find  more,  particularly  in  occupy- 
ing the  towns  of  Soleure  and  Fribourg,  the  magiftrates  of  which 
wei?e  entirely  devoted  to  that  government. 

On  the  following  night  he  was,  joined  by  the  advanced  guard 
of  the  corps  which  had  left  the  Pays  de  Vaud,  under  the  imme- 
diate command  of  the  general  in  chief,  Brune.  His  march 
was  alfo  a  fcries  of  vidorics,   which  are  the  more  glorious  that 

I  they 
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^they  were  difputed  with  fingular  bravery  and  kiconceivable  bb(U» 
nacy. 

On  the  12th,  at  the  fame  moment  that  Soleure  opened  its  gates 
to  General  Schauenbourg,  Fribourg  was  carried  byaflaiilti  but 
which  mud,  however,  praife  the  moderation  of  the  conqueror. 
Perfons  and  property  were  as  religioufly  refpeded  as  if  the  town 
had  furrendered  by  capitulation.  Even  the  prifoners  that  had 
been  taken  were  let  at  liberty,  and  tears  of  joy  attcfted  their  gra« 
titude. 

On  the  fame  day,  in  the  evening,  the  Bernefe evacuated  Morat,  ^ 
a  town  famous  for  the  battle  which  was  gained  there  over  the 
Bourguignons  in  1476,  for  the  manner  in  which  the  bones  of  the 
vanquiHied  were  prcfervcd.  A  trophy  fo  infulting  to  the  French 
nation  could  not  fail  to  be  dedroyed  under  fuch  clrcumflances* 
This  in  fad  was  done,  and,  what  is  very  remarkable,  it  was 
performed  by  the  battalions  of  the  department  of  "the  Cote  d*Or, 
on  the  very  day  which  was  the  annivcrfary  of  the  battle  of  Morat. 
A  tree  of  liberty  was  immediately  planted  in  the  room  of  this  mo- 
nument, which  the  oligarchies  pointed  out  beforehand  as  deilined 
to  be  a  fecond  time  the  tomb  of  the  French. 

On  the  14th  the  commander  in  chief  caufed  a  column,  under  the 
orders  of  General  Rampon,  to  advance  towards  the  famous  paffage 
of  Gumine,  which  the  enemy  had  planted  with  batteries.  At  the 
£ane  time  the  column  of  General  Pigeon  attacked  the  paflage  qf 
Neveneck,  on  the  Sauflen. 

On  the  15th,  at  four  o'clock  in  the  morning,  this  paflage  was 
forced,  and  the  enemy's  camp  carried,  after,  an  aaion  which 
lifted  about  five  hours.  General  Rampon  alfo  forced  the  paflage  of 
Gumine. 

While  the  troops  were  in  aflion  upon  thefe  two  points,  an  in* 
furre£tion  took  place  in  the  extremity  of  the  Paysde  Vaud,  near 
Yverdun.  Some  Bernefe  oflicers  and  emigrants  commanded  the 
lebels,  who  had  pafled  two  pieces  of  cannon  by  the  lake  of  Neuf-^ 
chatel*  Fortunately,  the  general  in  chief  had  taken  proper  mea* 
.  fures  :  the  rebels  were  defeated,  and  their  cannon  taken,  by  a  de- 
tachment partly  compofed  of  Vaudefe  volunteers. 

This  is  not  the  only  occafion  on  which  thefe  volunteers  have 
ihown  that  they  were  worthy  of  combating  for  the  liberty  of  their 
country.  They  diflinguiflied  themfelvesat  the  taking  of  Fribourg^ 
where  the  blood  of  many  of  them  flowed. 

Twenty- nine  flandards,  a  numerous  artillery,  the  punifhroent 
of  the  oligarchy,  liberty  reflored  to  Switzerland,  and  the  national, 
juftice  iacrificed — fuch,  citizens  rcprefeptatives,  are    the  fruits  of 
the  vidories  which  the  aggrefllons  of  the  tyrants  of  Helvetia  have* 
forced  our  brethren  in  arms  to  obtain  over  them. 

Thefe  vi^ories  arc  the  niore  ailonifliing,  as  the  French  troops 
)ad  every  where  to  furmount  obflacles  prelented  by  pofitions  which 
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ifiaturc  fccmed  to  have  rendered  impregnable,  which  art  had  for- 
tified with  all  its  refourccs,  and  which  were  defended  by  themoit 
formidable  artillery.  ^ 

When  the  armies  of  the  republic  have  conquered  the  troops 
which  were  reckoned  themoft  warlike  of  Europe,  you  will  doubt- 
lefs  judge,  citizens  reprefentatives,  how  tranquil  France  may  be 
a^  to  the  iflue  of  the  coalition  which  the  cabinet  of  ••*♦••••••'♦ 

fceks  to  renew,  and  for  which  it  employs  all  that  is  powerful  in 
falfehood,  in  gold,  and  in  fcduftjon. 

The  triumph  of  the  republic  in  Switzerland  is  the  more  glori- 
ous and  the  Tnore  pleafing,  that,  while  it  is  a  new  viflory,  and  a 
viflory  particularly  obtained  over  England,  which  had  made  this 
country  the  centre  of  its  intrigues,  it  will  reftore  the  eftimable 
people  of  Helvetia  to  their  original  dignity,  and  deliver  them  fo^ 
ever  from  the  humiliating  yoke  of  the  moft  tyrannic  oligarcl^y. 

(Signed)  Merlin,  Prefidcnt. 

Lagarde,  Sec.  General. 


Proclamation  of  the  General  in  Chief  of  the  French  Army  in  H(Jvetia^ 

to  the  Helvetic  Nation. 

Brave  Helvetians,  Head  Quarters  at  Brrne,  jfuly  8. 

/^NE  of  the  moft  perfidious  means  which  the  enemies  of  our  rc» 
^^  generation  have  employed  to  fhnt  your  hearts  againft  con- 
fidence in  us,  and  to  fprcad  around  fufpicion  and  anxiety,  is  to 
afcribe  to  the  French  republic  the  defign  of  uniting  the  territory 
of  the  Helvetic  republic  to  that  of  the  P>cnch  republic.  Cowardly 
wretches!  Finding  they  were  unable  to  refift  thofc  viSorious  arms 
which  broke  afunder  the  chains  of  the  patriots,  and  delivered  the 
viflims  of  oligarchy,  they  wifhcd  at  lead  to  avenge  their  difgracc, 
by  exciting  hatred  and  difgiift  againft  a  government  which  foftcred 
among  you  the  eflablifhment  of  an  order  of  things  to  which  itfelf 
owes  its  force  and  its  luftre — againft  an  army  which  overwhelmed 
anarchy  and  fanaticifm  by  tnrns,  which,  but  for  its  valour,  would 
have^ converted  Switzerland  into  one  vaA  tomb. 

Brave  Helvetians  !  to  you,  who  have  recovered  thofe  rights  of 
which  a  free  conflitution  will  fecure  the  enjoyment — to  you,  who 
io  not  confound  the  tranfient  crifis  of  a  revolution  with  the 
blcflings  which  muft  fucceed  to  it — to  you  it  will  doubtlefsbe  fuf- 
ficient  to  point  out  this  new  ftratagcm  of  your  enemies,  toenfure  its 
defeat,  and  to  turn  its  efFc6l  againft  its  authors  themfelves. 

Is  not  France  already  fufficiently  powerful — fufficicntly  exten- 
five  ?  Has  {he  added  to  her  territory  Holland,  and  the  fine  coun- 
tries of  Italy,  vyhich  were  conquered  by  the  force  of  her  arms  ? 
Are  not  the  Batavian^  Cifalpine,  Ligurian^  and  Roman  republics^ 
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monuments  of  her  refpedl  for  the  independence  of  nations  and 
the  fovcreignty  of  every  people  ?  Have  not  yourfelvcs  received 
.the  mod  uneqiiivocal  proofs  ot  it  ? 

No!  Switzerland  is  notdcltined  to  augment  the  number  of  our 
departments.  The  country  of  William  Tell  is  worthy  of  ranking 
among  free  ftates  and  reprefentative  governments  :  (he  will  ac- 
complifh  that  fplendid  deltiny,  and  Ihe  will  find  in  the  French 
republic  a  faithful  ally  and  a  iincere  friend,  always  ready  to  pro-* 
ted.  her  againlt  all  her  enemies. 

(Signed)  Schauenbourg. 


FcHk  De/portes^  Comm'iJJary  of  the  Government^  to  the  Executive 

Dire^iory. 

Geneva^  27  Germinal  (April  16).     •. 

r^  EN  EVA  is  now  happy  ;  ^ts  union  with  the  French  republic 
^^  has  been  unaitiimoufly  proclaimed  by  the  extraordinary  cofe« 
mifliony  after  the  fovereign  council  which  had  been  held  in  the 
morning.  A  folemn  deputation,  preceded  by  a  crowd  of  citizens, 
who  made  the  air  refound  with  cries  of  "  Live  the  grfcat  natiiHi  t 
Live  the  Executive  DireSory!"  came  to  announce' this  refolutibri' 
to  me.  I  accepted  in  your  names  the  wilhes  of  the  Genevefe 
people;  The  moil  criminal  and  unparalleled  intrigues  Wete  madp 
ufe  of  to  interrupt  the  deiigns  of  the  fovereign  council.'  The 
hofts  of  anarchies  wifhed  to  deftroy  the  hopes  ol  the  people,  they 
wiflied  to  prevent  the  prolongation  of  the  powers  of  thlb  com« 
miflion.  But  the  patriots  of  Geneva  braved  the  vociferations  and 
poniards  of  their  tyrants,  and  out  of  3197  voters,  2204  gave 
their  fuffragcs  for  the  prolongation,  and  33  votes 'were  declared 
null  and  void.  The  commiffion  then  could  no  longer  doubt  of 
the  voice  of  the  citizens,  and  haftcncd  to  fatisfy  their  impatience. 
At  this  moment  that  committee  is  treating  with  me  in  negotiating 
a  treaty  of  union.  After  the  fitting  of  the  fovereign  council  under 
the  exprefs  demand  of  the  Gcnevcfe,  I  put  within  their  walls  an^ 
armed  force  commadcd  by  General  Gerard,  and  only  ccnfifting  of 
about  1200  men,  merely  fufficicnt  to  fupprefs  the  fury  of  the 
brigands  who  threatened  to  deilroy  the  friet\ds  of  the  French* 
The  half  of  this  force  returns  this  morning  to  its  cantonments  at 
Carrange  and  Ferne^,^  the  remaining  part  reft  in  barracks  at  Ge* 
neva.  Such  is  the  wifli  of  the  Genevefe  people,  and  it  is  upon 
the  proofiife  of  my  keeping  amongft  them  the  conquerors  of  the 
Rhine,  that  the  friends  of  France  have  mounted  the  tri-coloured 
cockade.  .  I  will  not  fpeak  to  you,  citizens  direflors,  of  the  en* 
thufiafm  with '  which  our  brave  defenders  were  received  by  their 
new  fellow-citizens  ;  all  their  wants  were  anticipated  \  there 
.was  a  general  emulation  to  afford  them  every  fpecies  of  accom* 

U  X  modation; 
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tnodation  ;  nothing  w,as  heard  on  any  fide  but  fongs  tvhlch  fountled 
the  praifes  of  the  French  heroes  ;  every  heart  Teemed  to  be  united 
in  the  bonds  ot'  fraternity !  So  flattering  a  reception,  fo  real  an 
attachment,  ftiould  prove  to  you,  citizens  dire£lors,  how  much 
the  twig  of  Geneva  figures  in  the  fafces  of  the  great  republic; 


Ptoclamatlon  of  the  SarJlnlan  Infurgents* 

ITALY,  my  friends,  Italy  hcrfelf  depends  upon  you  for  her 
■'■  freedom  ;  Ihe  expeds  at  your  hands  the  neceffary  increafe  of 
power  which  is  to  recall  her  to  her  original  greatnefs,  and  to  render 
her  worthy  of  that  exalted  deitiny  which  the  great  nation,  the  de- 
livering nation,  refcrves  for  her — the  genius  of  the  heroes  of  old 
hovers  over  Italy,  and  their  blood  flows  in  the  veins  of  all  true 
Italians. 

Choofe  then  between  glory  and  infamy.  Gl9ry  confifts  in  being 
free,  infamy  conflfts  in  being  enilaved.  Will  you  prefer  the  ficli- 
tious  fricndlhif>  of  a  tyrant  to  the  friendfbip  of  your  country  ? 
Re^e&  that  her  vengeance  is  terrible  !  Think  of  your  wives,  your 
futherSy  your  children  !  No,  fly  into  our  arms,  ily— our  arms  are 
open  to  embrace  you,  our  hearts  pant  to  receive  you. 

And  you,  ye  warlike  inhabitants  of  the  cloudy  fummits  of  the 
frozen  Alps,  you  whom  an  infamous  oligarchy  has  long  condemned 
to-  the  hupoiiliating  tracie  of  being  executioners  for  tyrants,  are  ye 
fiill  ignorant  that  your  country  is  free — that  Switzerland,  your 
xiative  country,  is  delivered,  and  recalls  you  into  her  bofom  ?  What 
people  will  condefcend  to  look  on  you,  what  nations  will  be  able 
to  refpe^l  you,  what  country  will  be  inclined  tofupport  you,  if, 
when  become  fieemen,  you  ilill  fubmit  to  be  the  voluntary  fatcllites 
^nd  the  mercenary  foldiers  of  kings  ? 


Ordir  ef  the  Executive  Dlre/Iory  of  the  French  Republic  in  confe^ 
^urme  of  the  Rrfujial  of  the  Councit  of  Elders  of  the  Cijalpine  Re* 
fubiir^  on  the  \  ^th  Marcby  1798,  H  accede  to  the  Treaty  of  A'-* 
iiunce  ohd  Commerce  between  the  French  and  Cifalpim  Republics* 

npHE  Dlreflory,  confidering  that  their  refufal  is  the  tflkSt  of 
•■'  the  manocuvrci.  of  the  enemies  of  the  two  countries,  and  that 
it  gives  the  Frehch  republic  a  title  to  refume  all  thofe  rights  which 
ft  was  before  willing  to  wave,  have  ordered— Firft,  that  a  contri- 
bution fhall  be  raiftd  to  defray  the  expenfes  of  maintaining  the 
troops  of  the  French  republic  in  Italy;  and  fecond,  that  twenty- 
one  citizens,  named  by  the  commander  in  chief,  members  bf  the 
council  of  elders  of  the  Cifalpine  republic,  fhall  be  fuperfedi^ 
and  arrcfted. 

Procla* 
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PrgcIamatioH  of  General  Berthier  to  the  People  of  the  Ctfalplm 

RepuHicy  i^h  March. 

A  TREATY  of  alliance  with  the  French  republic  can  alone 
•^^  fecure  your  liberty^  and  therefore  it  will  be  the  dealh-blovr 
to  tyranny. 

A  great  plot  has  been  formed  againft  your  happinefs — an  at- 
tempt was  made  to  dcftroy  the  dvfcipline  of  the  French  army,  and 
to  excite  diflurbances  in  your  departments.  JournaliAs  have  been 
paid  to  midead'yog,  and  to  infulmhe  French  nation  and  you :  (he 
is  not  infulred  with  impunity.  Thefe  coun'tcr-rcvolutionifls 
wiftied  to  aflaffinate  Frenchmen  and  Cifalpins. 

A  deputy  of  the  council  of  ciders  (but  I  fay  it  with  pleafure, 
ijot  a  native  of  the  Cifalpine  territory)  formed  a  plot  to  deliver 
up  Mantua  to  the  enemies  of  the  Cifalpine  republic — Traitors^ 
paid  by  the  princes  who  furround  you,  are  perhaps  concealed  in 
foflac  of  the  moft  rtfpcftable  polls  in  your  government :  other 
men,  whofe  intentions  ought  to  be  pure,  fervc  your  enemies 
without  intention,  either  by  a  falfe  enthufiafm,  or  through  igno- 
rance. Cifalpine  people !  can  you  forget  that  you  owe  your  li- 
berty to  the  blood  of  Frenchmen,  which  has  moiftencd  your 
country,  and  to  the  facrificcs  of  that  great  country  which  is  the 
admiration  of  the  univerfe  f 

Yes,  the  French  are  y6ur  friends  5  they  always  will  be  fo^  and 
mill  complete  the  work  they  have  begun. 

In  the  orders  which  I  have  given  for  the  punifliment  of  fome 
impudent  and  counter-revolutionary  journalifts,  in  the  accufation 
which  I  have  demanded  againfl  a  reprcfentative  of  the  people 
who  is  a  traitor  to  his  country  and  the  French  army,  I  have  re- 
fjpe£led  the  principles  of  liberty  which  we  have  given  you  when 
I  might  have  employed  military  force.  Cifalpine  people!  be 
calm  and  tranquil  ^  let  thofe  alone  create  difturbances  who  wifli 
to  piunge  the  country  in  the  horrors  of  anarchy,  and  to  dcftroy. 
your  liberty.  May  the  molt  intimate  friendftup  fubfilt  between 
the  French  republic  and,  you  ! 

As  for  me,  I  have  never  ceafed  to  give  the  ftrongeft  proofs  of 
my  attachment  to  your  country.  I  would' lay  down  my  life  to 
lecure  your  happinefs  and  liberty  ;  but  I  declare,  that  I  will  ufe 
with  firmnefs  and  courage  (he  authority  which  is  entrufted  to  me^ 
lA  order  to  fecure  refpeft  for  the  French  republic,  your  liberty, 
iad  happinefs,  and  to  preferve  your  places  tiom  treafon  and  the 
attacks  of  your  enemies. 


form  ^  the  Oath  ordered  to  be  taken  by  the  ^wifs  rejidenf  in  Ruffiei. 

T  J.  B.  do  declare  by  the  prefent  oath,  before  tlic  Almighty 
*>  God,  and^pon  his  holy  gofpel,  that  I  have  never  acceded,  in 
Will  CRT  in  deed,  to  the  v^kkedand  revolutionary  principles  which 

prevail 
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pirrall  in  France,  and  which  at  prefent  are  propagated  through 
otlier  countries,  particularly  through  Switzerland;  that  I  hold  the 
government  there  eftabli(hed  to  be  illegal ;  that  I  am  convinced 
in  my  confcicnce  of  the  fan£lity  of  the  Chriftian  religion  as  pro« 
fcflTed  by  my  anceftors,  and  of  the  duty  1  am  bounden  under  to  be 
faithful  and  obedient  to  the  ancient  form  of  government. 

I  accordingly  do  promife  and  bind  myfelf,  under  the  gracious 
protection  of  his  Majelty  the  Emperor,  &c.  of  all  the  Ruflias, 
to  comport  myfelf  in  his  dominions  agreeably  to  the  principles  of 
the  Chriflian  religion,  in  which  I  was  born  ;'  to  pay  the  moft 
punctual  and  rigorous  obedience  to  the  laws  and  adminiilration 
cftablilhed  by  his  Majefty;  and,  in  fhort,  to  break  off  all  corre- 
fpondcnce  with  them,  until,  after  the  re-eftablifliment  of  legal 
order  in  Switzerland,  I  ihall  have  obtained  that  permiflion  from 
his  Majcfly. 

In  cafe  of  prevarication,  T  refign  myfelf  to  all  the  rigour  of 
the  laws  of  this  fublunary  life,  as  alfo  to  God's  lad  judgment ; 
and,  as  a  confummation  and  feal  of  the  piefent  oath,  I  kifs  the 
words  and  the  crofs  of  our  Saviour  JefusChrift.  So   be  it. 


7he  ATtniJIer  of  the  War  and  Marine  Department  of  the  Llgurian. 
Jiepublic  to  the  Minijier for  Foreign  Affair  i  and  ofjuftice^fune  21  • 

TTHE  miniflcr  of  war  and  marine,  in  anfwer  to  the  note  of 
"■•  this  day  from  the  miiiifler  of  foreign  affairs,  by  which  he 
charged  him,  in  the  name  of  the  Dircfiory,  to  write  the  proper 
circular  letters,  to  the  end  that  the  law,  ordained  the  nth  of 
Sepfcmber  1796,  of  the  former  government,  which  prefcribcs 
that  the  ports  of  the  republic  (hould  remain  fluit  againft  all  Britifh 
Tcflels,  fhould  be  fully  carried  into  cffciSt,  has  the  honour  to  in- 
form  him,  that  ports  are  not  to  be  ihut  up  by  letters,  but  fecured 
by  bombs  and  red-hot  bullets ;  that  to  effeft  this,  there  muft  be 
Well  pofled  batteries,  cannon  and  mortars  properly  appointed ; 
brave  and  fpirited  foldicis  to  fcrve  them  as  circumftances  may  re- 
quire \  that  batteries,  animunition-carts,  and  every  article  necef- 
fary  for  this.purpofc,  are  not  to  be  procured  by  mere  words,  but 
by  money ;  th^t  courage  and  difcipline  are  not  promoted  nor  at- 
tained by  a  diforganization  of  the  armed  force,  fuch  as  isdidated 
by  the  unconftitutional  law  of  the  i8th  and  19th  current,  which 
carries  into  effect  that  of  the  i6th  of  May,  and  the  fubfequent 
decree  of  the  Executive  Diredlory  of  the  19th,  which  prc- 
fcribes  to  me  its  being  carried  into  execution;  neither  in  ob- 
firuding  every  road  to  preferment  to  the  perfon  who  has  gained  it 
by  his  blood,  at  a  moment  too  when  the  moll  vile  betravers  of  their 
country  are  fecn  to  be  declared  innocent.  The  minider  of  war 
informs  you  that^  in  order  to  its  being  defeniive  and  offenfive, 

he 
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he  mull  have  men  and  money.     Every  one  is  acquainted  with  the 
ftate  pf  our  arfenal  and  fortifications.     Health  and*  fraternity. 

(Signed)  ¥red£,vhci. 


JNSIVER. 

Citizen  Minifter, 

I  HOPE,  that  with  an  honeft  fatisfaflion  you  will  perufe  a 
republican  reply  to  your  letter,  read  oVer  by  me  on  the  evening  of 
flie  2ift  inft.  In  good  truth  I  do  not  comprehend,  that  becaufe 
the  refolutions  of  the  Executive  Diredlory  have  been  communi-" 
cated  to  you  through  the  channel  of  the  minider  of  external  rela- 
tions, you  fhould  apply  to  him  as  a  more  ready  and  immediate 
communication  with  the  Dircdory.  Every  honeft  citizen  is  of 
opinion  with  you,  that  fea-pprts  are  fecured  by  batteries  well 
placed,  with  cannon  and  mortairs  properly  appointed,  with  bombs, 
red- hot  balls,  &c.  and  that  money  is  neceffary  to  carry  this  into 
cfTed.  But  you  will  agree  with  the  honelt  citizens,  that  the  na- 
tional cheft  is  opprefTed  by  the  expenfes  occafioned  by  the  war  juft 
terminated ;  that  its  refources  are  exhaufted,  and  the  finances, 
particularly  in  this  diftrift,  diforganized.  The  honeft  citizens 
agree  with  you,  that  circumftances  imperioufly  demand  the  mod 
efficacious  meafures  of  defence  ;  but,  with  them,  you,  who  are 
an  honeft  man,  will  allow  that  it  was  neceflary  to  fecure  the  Li- 
gurian  territory  from  an  hoftile  attack,  previoufly  to  the  embark- 
ing ix?  an  ofFenfive  war.  You  will  agree,  that  it  was  neceffary 
to  examine  whether  the.  Lignrian  territory  could  fupply  the  means 
of  obtaining  it,  and  whether  our  republicans  were  fufficiently  in- 
ftruSed  in  the  ufe  of  arms,  and  in  military  evolutions,  to  face 
battalions  long  fmce  difciplined,  and  accuftomcd  to  military  ope- 
rations. You  will  allow,  that,  under  thefe  circumftances,  the 
faw  wWch  fufpends  the  further  aflemblage  of  troops,  was  a  juft 
meafi^re  of  neceffary  economy.  You  will  allow,  that  the  law  of 
the  19th  current  was  a  prudent  and  neceflary  precaution,  which 
is  framed  with  a  view  of  organizing  a  provifional  guard  to  the 
legiflativebody,  in  order  to  prote£l,them  from  certain  threats  and 
murmurings  of  the  fpurious  children  of  the  country,  who  foimc- 
timcs  have  been  heard  in  circles  about  the  place  of  affembly,  en- 
deavouring to  wreft  from  it  laws  in  counterpoil'e  for  the  public 
welfare.  You  will  agree,  that  a'  law  fufpendii\g  military  pro- 
moiipn  does  not  Aop  up  the  road,  but  is  only  a  ftiort  delay  in  it, 
fuggefted  by  neceffary  precaution,  in  order  to  examine  who  has 
jonly  deferved  it.  The  military  commiflion  now  eleded  will 
foint  cut  the  traitors  of  the  country.  You  will  allow,  that  a 
iDomeDtary  ebullition  has  dictated  the  tenour  of  your  letter  ;  but 
110  honeft  citizen  can  be  induced  to  believe  that  you  will  give 
VQur  aflent,  upon  refleftion^  to  its  appearing  in  print*    It  might 
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be  the  part  of  a  news-writer,  or  other  orivate  fcribbler,  but  fturely 
not  oi  a  public  fundlionary,  to  publiin  fentiments  calculated  to 
create  in  the  public  mind  a  want  of  eftcem  and  rcfpedl  for  the 
legiflative  body.  Yoii  will  allow,  that  difun ion  among  the  go- 
verning powers  induces  a  fpirit  of  party,  and  paves  the  way  to 
total  ruin.  Yoii  will  finally  agree,  that  the  obfervations  of  your 
fellow-ciiizcn  are  jutt — are  upright.  He  finccrcly,  in  the  fulnefs 
of  bis  heart,  wifhes  you  health,  fraternity,  and  confideration. 

(Signed)  Massone. 


Suhflmice  of  the  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  State  to  the  Prefident  of 
the  United  S  testes  ^  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  (fficers  of  his  Catholic 
Alaiefij^  in  relation  to  the  P^fis  occupied  by  his  Troops  within  tb^ 
Limits  of  the  United  Stales, 

T  TPON  a  view  of  the  whole  correfpondence  how  and  before 
^  fubmittcd  to  the  Prcfidcnt,  it  appears,  that  the  governors  of 
his  Catholic  Majedy  on  the  Millilippi  have,  on  various  pretences, 
poftponed  the  running  the  boundary  line,  and  the  withdrawing  of 
iiis  troops  from  the  polls  they  occupied  within  the  territory  of  the 
United  States :  that  after  repeated  overtures,  promifes,  and  ap* 
pearances  of  commencing  the  execution  of  the  treaty  between  the 
two  nations,  in  both  thefe  refpedls  their  conduft  demonArates, 
that  for  an  indefinite  period  they  mean  to  avoid  doing  cither :  that 
there  is  but  too  much  reafon  to  believe  Mr.Ellicott's  fupicions  well 
founded,  that  an  undue  ihflucnce  has  been  exercifed  over  the  In- 
'  dians  by  the  officers  of  his  Catholic  Majefly,  to  prepare  them  for 
a  rupture  with  the  United  States  :  thefe  fufpicionscorrefpond  with 
other  intelligence  recently  received  by  the  fecretary  at  war,  and 
by  me — mine  is  by  a  private  letter  from  Colonel  Sargent,  the  fe- 
cretary of  the  territory  north- weft  of  the  river  Ohio,  of  which 
an  extradl  is  annexed. 

Whether  this  plan  of  exciting  the  Indians  to  dire£l  hoftilitics 
againft  the  Lhiited  States  has  been  contemplated  and  prooioted  by 
any  of  our  (uvn  citizens,  it  may  be  difficult  to  fay  ;  but  that  one 
or  more  of  thofe  citizens  h'ave  propofed  and  taken  meafures  to 
detach  the  fouthern  Indians  from  the  intercfls  of  the  United 
States,  and  to  deftroy  the  influence  of  the  public  agents  over  thofc 
nations,  and  thus  to  defeat  the  great  objects  of  their  appoint- 
ments, the  chief  of  which  is  to  preferve  peace,  is  certain.  The 
evidence  of  this  important  itifX  will  be  laid  before  you  by  the  fe- 
cretary  at  war.  That  evidence  hiving  a  reference  to  the  Britilh 
miniller,  and  his  government,  I  took  the  liberty  of  addccfling  to 
him  a  letter,  dated  the  ift  infi.  to  which  I  received  the  anfwer* 

As  clofely  connected  W\\\\  this  bufinefs,  I  lay  before  you  the 
copy  of  my  letter,  dated  tile  27th  of  April  laft,  to  Ciiacle^  Jack^ 
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ioa^  ETq.  the  diftridt  attorney  for  Georgia,  reciting  a  palQige  in  a 
letter  from  the  Spanifli  minifter,  dated  the  2-xft  of  Aprils  de- 
dving  his  pofitive  knowledge,  that  the  KngUfli  had  n^ade  pro- 
portions to  General  Clarke  of  Georgia,  to  obtain  his  influence  in 
that  (late,  in  conjundlion  with  fome  perfons  who  might  make  a 
diverfion   or  ferious  attack  againft  Florida.     By  Mr.  Jackfon's 
anfwer,  from  which  an  extra  A  is  herewith  prefi^nted,  it  appears 
that,  after  diligent  inquiry,  he  could  not  find  any  perfon  that  knew 
any  thing  of  tlie  buflncfs,  or  that  entertained  a  belief  of  the  kind  f 
and  that,  from  General  Clarke's  known  violent  antipathy  to  the 
Englifli,  and  other  circumftances,  he  doubted  the  truth  altogether. 
On  the  30th  ult.  I  received  a  letter  from  General  Pinckney, 
dated  the  9th  of  May,  which  contains  the  late  intelligence  from 
liim,  and  fecms  proper  to  accompany  the  other  papers  now  hijd 
before  you.     His  letter,  therein  reierrcd  to,  has  not  yet  come  to 
hand. 


Letter  t$  Timothy  Pickerings  E/q.  Secretary  of  State,  from  the 
Chevalier  de  Vrujo^  Minljicr  PUnipotentiary  of  his  Catholic 
Majeftjy  iic* 

Sir, 

YOUR  additional  report  to  the  Prefidcnt  of  the  United  States 

of  the  proceedings  of  the  odiccrs  of  the  King  of  Spain,  in  relation 

U)  the  pofls  and  the  running  of  the  boundary  line,  which  I  find 

f      publiftjed  in  all  the  newfpapcrs,  obliges  mc  to  trouble  you  with 

tbjs  letter.     If  your  difculFion  of  fadts  has  been  as  corre(^  and 

i-npartial  as  there  was  reafon  to  expecl,  1  fliould  not   have  been 

under  the  necellity  of  undertaking  this  tafk  ;  but  the  conHruAion 

}'ju  are  pieafed  to  put  upon  every' a£l  of  the  Spanilh  officers  in 

j-:ncra!,  and  cfpecially  upon  thofc  in  which  i  am  perfonally  cun- 

i.rr:icd,  compels  me  to  obfcrvc  upon  feveral  expreiTions  which  I 

hs^vc  noticed  in  your  faid  report. 

Vou  begin,  Sir,  with  faying,  '^  that  although  I  had  declared 
I  had  jull  rcafons  for  fufpciling  an  expedition  from  Canada  was 
preparing  by  the  Britilh  againii  the  upper  parts  of  Louifiana,  yet 
1  never  had  mentioned  a  lingle  fact  or  reafon  on  which  my  fuf- 
f  iCK'n  was  founded.'*  In  my  letter  of  the  2d  of  March  I  pointed 
out  T  J  you  the  piubable  route  which  the  expedition  would  take  ; 
and  in  our  conference  of  the  27th  of  February  I  gave  you  in- 
formation that  a  corps  of  three  hundred  and  htty  men  had  been 
raifcd  at  Montreal,  and  marched  towards  the  lakes,  where,  after 
ihecfacuatiun  of  the  American  forts,  there  was  no  oftenfible  ob- 
ject tor  them.  I  alfo  told  you,  that  I  knew  that  the  Britilh  agents 
had  treated  with  fome  of  the  Indian  nations  in  that  country,  con« 
bfrniug  the  intended  expedition  \  and  I  added,  that  I  had  received 
Vol.  VII.  X  thof.- 
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thofc  advices  from  a  perfon  who  might  be  depended  on,  who  had 
fcen  thofc  new  l6vies  palling  through  Johnftown,  on  their  way  to 
the  weftward.  "But,  even  fupporing  that  I  had  not  entered  into 
any  particulars,  even  fiippofing  that  my  information  at  that  pe- 
riod was  not  complete,  yet  did  not  the  iniereft  and  dignity  of  this 
government — did  not  its  friendly  connexion  with  Spain,  require 
that  it  fhould  have  taken  every  proper  means  to  prevent  the  attempt 
we  were  threatened  with,  by  giving  fuitable  orders  to  General 
Wilkinfon,  or  to  the  commanding  officer  of  the  military  force  on 
thofc  frontiers?  Theahfoliite  filcncc  in  this  particular  of  the  do- 
cuments which  accompany  the  report  of  the  fecretary  of  war,  your 
never  having  communicated  to  me  any  determinate  difpofition  on 
this  point,  as  you  do  in  your  anfwer  to  my  letter,  which  in  the^ 
publication  is  marked  No.  7,  afford  me  fufBcient  grounds  to  fear 
that  thefe  precautions  were  omitted. — You  add.  Sir,  with  a  degree 
of  candour  difficult  to  be  conceived,  that  from  my  not  having 
given  to  you  detailed  information  refpc6ling  the  expedition,  and 
from  the  anfwer  which  you  received  on  the  19th  ultimo  from  the 
Britiih  minifler,  you  believed  my  fufpicions  to  be  groundlefs.  Is 
it  pofTiblc,  that  any  one  will  candidly  imagine,  that  if  the  Englifh 
intended  to  violate  the  territory  of  the  United  States,  in  order  to 
cffeS  a  coup  de  mainy  they  would  be  as  ingenuous  in  anfwering, 
as  you  were  in  afking  their  ininidcrs  the  quedion  ? 

I  (hall  not  enter  into  all  the  obfervations  which  fuggeft  them- 
felves  to  my  mind,  from  yrur  having  communicated  to  Mr.  Lifton 
the  contents  of  my  letters.  I  expefted  that  the  American  go- 
vernment would  have  watched  his  motions,  and  taken  the  means 
which  I  have  already  mentioned  to  prevent  the  fuccefs  of  a  ftmilar 
cnterprife;  but  I  never  could  have  imagined  that  you  would  have 
given  to  the  Britifh  miniftcr  a  piece  of  advice,  which  might  enable 
him  to  alter  his  plan,  by  letting  him  know  that  the  former  one 
was  difcovered.  By  the  line  of  conduct  which  you  have  purfucd 
in  this  bufinefs,  I  am  convinced,  that,  had  I  communicated  to 
you  more  particular  details  refpeding  this  tranfa£lion,  you  would, 
with  the  fame  good-natured  frankncfs,  have  given  information  of 
them  to. Mr.  Liflon. 

But,  if  you  did  believe  that  aflcing  this  queftion  of  the  Britifli 
envoy  was  the  moft  efficacious  means  to  prevent  the  violation  of 
the  neutrality  of  the  United  Slates,  and  the  invafion  of  the  Spaniih 
territory,  let  me  afk,  why  you  was  fo  remifs  in  this  meafure,  that 
although  I  had  communicated  this  projcA  to, you,  verbally,  on 
the  a7th  of  February,  and  on  the  2d  of  March  in  writing,  yet^ 
in  a  matter  obvioufly  fo  improper,  you  only  wrote  to  the  Britifli 
envoy  on  the  28th  of  April,  that  is,  two  months  afterwards? 

I  (hall  not  quit  this  fubje6l  without  taking  the  liberty  of 
making  to  you  one  obfervation  which  is  intimately  connedcd 
with  it.    By  the  date  of  the  letter  I  have  juft  memiooed,  it  evi- 

dentlj 
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dently  appears  that  I  gave  you  adtice  of  this  intended  expedition 
on  the  2d  of  March^  and  that,  three  days. before,  I  had  given  you 
the  fame  information  verbally.    I  imagined,  from  your  knojvn  at- 
tention to  bufinefs,   and  the  importance  \)f  the  fubjefi,  that  you 
would  have  fubmitted  it  immediately  to  the  confideration  of  the 
PreCdcnt  of  the  United  States.     On  th?  9th  of  March  I  had  the 
hoaour  of  fpeaklng  to  Mr.  Adams,  at  his  lodgings  at  Francis's 
Hotel,  and  mentioned  this  fubjed  as  a  matter  that  I  fuppofed 
him  already  fully  informed  of;  and  it  was  with  no  fmall  furprife 
I  heard  him  fay  that  he  knew  nothing  about  it.     I  prpduced  the 
map  which  I  had  in  my  pocket-book,  and  he  liftened  with  great 
attention  to  all  that  I  had  to  fay  to  him.     It  was,  no  doubt,  to 
this  conference  with  Mr.  Adams  that  I  was  indebted  for  your  an- 
fwcr  of  the  i  ith  of  the  fame  month.     I  (hall  entirely  abftain  from 
putting  any  con(lru£lion  upon  the  reafons  which  induceil  you  to 
omit  making  this  communication  to  the  Prefldent ;  but  they  muft  ' 
have  been  very  powerful  motives  which  could  oblige  you  to  remain 
fo  long  filent  on  a  matter  of  fuch  importance. 

You  fay,  in  the  third  paragraph  of  your  report,  that  on  your 
aiking  ^ne  what  meafures  Spain  had  taken  in  order  to  carry  into 
execution  that  part  of  the  treaty  which  relates  to  the  withdrawing 
the  garrifons,  I  anfwercd  you  on  the  17th  of  April,  that  I  had 
been  for  fomc  months  without  receiving  letters  from  the  Baron^ 
and  confequently  ''  was  entirely  ignorant  of  the  fteps  which  had 
been  taken  for  the  execution  of  the  treaty,* — From  this  expreflion, 
which,  in  order  to  draw  attention,  you  place  between  inverted 
C'immas,  you  inimuate  an  inference  which,  in  my  opinion,  is 
Very  far  from  being  true,  when  you  add  immediately  afterwards, 
*•  NcverthLlefs,  lie  liad  prcviuuily  informed  the  Baron  of  his  fuf- 
picions  of  a  prujcclcd  expedition.'* — What  is  this  to  prove.  Sir? 
'rh.it  the  Baron  indeed  had  received  my  letters,  but  not  that  I  had 
received  his.  I'hc  irregulaiity  and  uncertainty  of  navigation 
ealily  ihows  that  your  logic  on  this  point  is  extremely  falfe. 

In  the  fifth  paragraph,  after  giving  an  account  of  my  letter  of 
the  i^ih  ultimo,  and  of  its  obje^St,  you  obferve  that  I  have  omitted 
t>>  mention,  among  ihc  other  complamts  of  the  Baron,  that  of 
Ms.  Ellicoit's  not  having  given  him  notice  of  his  arrival  at 
N^chcz. — Permit  me,  Sir,  to  reprefent  to  you,  that  you  have 
entirely  mitlaken  what  I  had  the  honour  of  telling  you  on  that 
occaiion;  for  I  fimply  mentioned,  not  as  a  complaint,  but  as 
mere  ohfervation,  that  the  Baron,  in  the  rigour,  might  not  have 
conlidered  Mr.  Ellicott  as  an  American  commiflioncr,  he  not 
having  given  him  on  his  arrival  official  notice  of  his  appointment, 
having  merely  informed  him  of  it  in  the  way  of  a  confidential 
communication.  You  cannot  be  ignorant.  Sir,  that  there  are 
ceiuin  rcquiiitc  formalities  when  nations  treat  with  one  another 
u  tlicii  mutual  concerns,  which  are  not  required  between  indi« 
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viduals.  The  Baron,  when  he  fpeaks  in  this  mafiner,  c 
points  out  his  nieaiiing,  that,  befides  the  confidential  letter 
commumcation  of  which  you  confider  as  fo  important,  no  < 
Ihc  expeSed  another  official  one,  including  his  commiffibn 
thority,  or  fome  other  document,  to  afccrtain  the  identity  o 
perfon,  and  the  object  of  his  miffion.  When,  on  my  arri' 
this  country,  I  had  not  yet  prcfentcd  my  credentials  to  the 
iident,  although  I  had  delivered  to  you  a  copy  of  them, 
might,  in  the  rigour,  not  have  rccognifed  me  as  the  envoy  c 
ordinary  of  the  King  my  matter,  for  want  of  having  corr 
with  that  niecclFary  rcquilite  of  the  eflablifhcd  etiquette.  I  c 
mean  to  fay,  tliat  in  the  prcfcnt  cafe  it  was  abfolutely  necefll 
go  through  a  fimilar  formality ;  nor  did  the  Baron  mentio 
but  as  a  mere  matter  of  obfervation,  which  was  rtot  to  aflfe^ 
objeft  in  queflion^  although  you,  thinking  that  it  affords 
viSorious  argument,  are  pleafed  to  give  to  this  circumflan* 
Importance  which  it  docs  not  deferve.  Befldes,  Sir,  I  migl 
ferve  to  you,  that  when,  after  a  mixed  anddefultory  convei 
upon  various  fubjefts,  I  had  coIIeScd  and  methodized  my  i 
and  committed  them  to  writing,  your  anfwer  and  obfen' 
ought  to  have  been  confined  to  the  written  communic 
clothed  with  all  the  ncccfTary  formalities  ;  but  neither  do  I 
to  make  of  this  an  objed  of  difcuflion. 

The  proof  which  you  give  in  the  fixth  paragraph  of 
report,  to  (how  that  it  is  not  certain  that  Mr.  Ellicott  intern 
ei  poITeflion  of  Natchez  by  furprife,  and  that  for  that  purp< 
lad  endeavoured  to  gain  over  the  inhabitants,  is  merely  neg 
From  your  examination  of  the  two  perfonsyou  mention,  yo 
very  little  to  cxpefl :  the  circumflance  alone  of  their  beir 
bearers  of  Mr.  Ellicott's  difpatches,  points  out  that  they 
both  in  his  confidence  ;  and  it  may  beprefumed  without  teu: 
that,  being  his  friends,  or  employed  under  his  orders,  they  ' 
hardly  make  a  denunciation  that  might  be  prejudicial  to 
Governor  Gayofo  declares  that  he  has  proofs  of  the  fafl 
power.  I  fhall  not  fail  to  apply  to  him  for  them,  and  perl 
may  <me  day  fpeak  to  \oii  more  pofitively  on  this  bufinefs. 

After  having  difcuired  the  hi  (lory  of  thefc  tranfadlions  wi 
the  force  and  accuracy  which  refult  from  thefe  obfcrvations 
alTure,  with  a  very  ill  grounded  confidence,  that,  upon  avi 
the  whole,  it  appears  that  his  Majefly's  governors  on  theMif 
have,  on  various  pretences,  poilponed  the  running  of  the  bou 
line,  and  the  evacuation  of  the  pofts.  But  I  appeal  to  that 
dour  which  you  have  fo  generouQy  (howntothe  Britifli  loii 
that  you  may  tell  me,  whether  it  can  be  called  a  pretence 
ihe  Baron  dc  C^arondeletj  who  was  entrufted  with  tlie  fkf 
Louifiana,  refufcd  to  carry  into  execution  a  pretention  tha 
:.ot  iiipulated  fjr  by  the  treaty  ?  By  the  fccond  article  it  is 
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agreed  that  the  garrifons  fliall  be  withdrawn ;  and,  as  I  had  the 
honour  of  reprefenting  to  you  in. my  letter  of  the  a4th  ult.  it  is 
not  to  be  prefiimed  that  it  could  ever  have  been  the  intention  of 
his  Catholic  Majelly  to  deliver  up  fortifications,  which,  bcfides 
that  they  have  coll  him  conliderable  fiims  of  money,  may,  by  the 
ttfecl  of  political  viciffitudcs,  be  one  day  prejudicial  to  his  fub- 
jefts.  If  not  to  do  what  was  not  ftipulatcd  for,  and  the  execution 
of  which  would  be  contrary  to  the  inierells  of  Spain,  is  a  pretence, 
we  mud  confefs  that  it  is  a  very  plaufible  one. 

With  refpefl  to  the  line  of  demarkaiion,  it  appears  by  the  cor- 
rcfpondence  and  letters  of  the  Baron  dc  Carondclet,  which  are  in 
my  poJiellion,  that  although  he  entertained  the  fame  doubts  which 
were  fuggeftcd  by  Governor  Gnyofo  refpedling  the  pofts,  yet  he 
was  confenting  that  the  aftronomical  obfervations  (liould  be  begun 
upon,  for  which  purpofe  the  engineer,  M.  dc  Guillemand,  had 
already  arrived  at  the  Natchez,  with  all  the  inftrumcnts  and  ap- 
paratus.    Such  was  the  iituation  of  things  Uiien  my  communica- 
lions  refpeding  the  intended  expedition  got  to  hand;  from  that 
moment  imperious  necelfity,  and  the  great  principles  of  felf-dc- 
Jiencc,  made  his  Catholic  Majefty*s  officers  turn  their  thoughts  to 
objcfts  of  a  more  urgent  nature.     Mr.  Blount's  letter,  and  the 
late  detefted  confpiracy,  evince  how  far   their  conduft  in  this 
rtfpciSV  was  neceflary  ;  and   \ou,  Sir,  polTeffed,  as  you  were,  of 
4II  :he  fads,  when  you  laid  them  before  the  Prefidcnt,  ought  to 
have  been  one  of  the  lafl  to  have  fligniatized  the  motives  with  the 
epithet  of  pretexts.     So  palpable  an  attempt  to  make  groundUfs 
and  unfair  imprefTions  on  the  public  mind,  is  well  calculated  to 
defeat  its  own  ends,  and  appears  ftill  more  extraordinary  when 
wc  confider  that    (he  American   government   is  in   every   way 
anxious,  by  its  own  confcOion,  to  maintain  peace  and  harmony 
with  Spain. 

Nor  do  your  ill-founded  infmpations  (lop  here  :  fentiments  and 
expreffions  dill  more  violent,  flow  from  that  fame  halty  pen, 
Yoa  fay  in  another  part,  ^'  that  there  is  but  too  much  rcafon  to 
believe  Mr.  Ellicott's  fufpicious  well  founded,  that  an  undue  in- 
fluence has  been  exercifed  over  the  Indians  by  the  officers  of  his 
CarhoHc  Majelly,  to  prepare  them  for  a  rupture  with  the  United 
States. *•  Fortunately,  Sir,  you  have  told  us  the  f<")ujce  whence 
jou  derived  all   thofe  dreadful  conjedlufes  of  yours;  otherwife, 
perhaps,  the  weight  and  authority  which  your  high  ofEcial  cha- 
ncer ftamps  upon  whatever  you  write  or  fay,  might  make  an 
undue  impreflion  on  the  public.     You  acknowledge.  Sir,  it  was 
a  private  letter  of  Mr.  Sargent's  (fecretary  of  the  north-wcftern 
'fcerritory}  that  gave  rife  to  your  furmifes :  we  fhall  now  fee  what 
(he  Tetter  fays : 
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Na.  r4. — Ex  trad  of  a  Letter  from  fVinthrop  Sargent  j  Efy.  Secrr* 
tary  of  the  Norih-weflern  Territory^  to  the  Secretary  of  State ^ 
dated  Cincinnati <i  June  yl^   ^797- 

"  General  Vv^ilkinfon  fending  off  an  cxprcfs,  I  TcFzc  the  occa- 
fion  to  tranfcribe  for  you  fome  paragraphs  from  a  wcftcrn  letter, 

"  The  Spaniards  are  reinforcing ;  their  npper  ports  on  the 
Miflifippi  confiderably.  General  Howard,  an  Irifhman,  in  qua- 
lity of  commander  in  chief,  with  upwards  of  three  hundred  men, 
is  arrived  at  St.  Louis,  and  employed  in  ercding  very  formidable 
works.  It  likewife  appears  through  various  channels,  that  they 
are  inviting  a  great  number  of  Indians  of  the  territory  to  crofs  the 
MilFifippi ;  and  for  this  exprefs  purpofe,  Mr.  Lorromie,  an 
officer  in  the  pay  of  the  crown,  made^  a  tour  through  all  this 
coimtry  laft  fall,  fince  which  time  feveral  Indians  have  been  fent 
on  the  fame  errand,  and  generally  furniflied  with  plenty  of  ca(h  to 
defray  their  expenfes. 

^*  A  large  party  of  Dela wares  pafled  down  on  White  River 
about  the  6ih  of  May,  on  their  way  to  the  Spanilh  (ide,  bearing 
the  national  flag  of  Spain,  fome  of  them  from  St.  Louis. 

"  They  (the  Spaniards)  have,  above  the  mouth  of  the  Phio, 
on  the  Miliifippi,  feveral  row-gallies  with  cannon." 

Now,  Sir,  what  inference  can  be  drawn  from  that  letter? 
Why,  that  the  Spaniards  have  fortified  San  Luis,  and  availed 
themfclvcs  of  every  means  of  defence  that  the  country  afforded  ! 
But  let  me  afk  you.  Sir,  againft  whom  it  is  that  they  were  pre- 
paring to  defend  themfelves  ?  Surely  the  documents  which  you 
kave  laid  before  the  Prefident,  and  the  momentous  bufinefs  which 
now  engages  the  attention  of  Congrefs,  and  agitates  tHe  public  at 
large,  afford  a  complete  and  fatisfa£lory  anfwer. 

I  mentioned  to  you,  in  my  letter  of  2d  March,  that  the  objeA 
of  the  13rltifh  was  to  attack  Upper  Louifiana,  and  take  San  Luis 
and  New  Madrid  by  furprife.  It  will  not  be  quertioned  but  that 
prudence  required  of  us  at  that  jun£lure  to  fortify  the  threatened 
points.  This,  Sir,  was  all  we  did ;  and  this,  Sir,  you  knew 
many  months  part  :  yet  Mr.  Sargent's  letter,  which  in  fubftance 
fays  no  more,  fills  you  all  at  once  with  fears  and  felf-created  ap- 
prehenfions,  and  makes  you  declare  in  the  face  of  the  American 
people,  <<  that  the  Spanifh  officers  are  exciting  the  Indians  to  a 
rupture  with  us.**  No  one  will  fay  that  preparations  for  our 
fclf-defence  were  not  ncceffary  on  our  part.  The  affurance  giveQ 
you  by  the  Britifh  minirter,  with  all  the  appearance  of  a  confi- 
dential communication,  b^Jt  without  any  fignature,  did  not  infpire 
the  fervants  of  his  Catholic  Majerty  ivith  the  fame  blind  confi- 
dence which  it  produced  in  you.  We  know  from  daily  experience 
how  reli^ioufly  the  Britilh  nation  obferves  the  rights  of  neutrality. 

Witnefs 


(    »S9    ) 

Witncfs  the  American  failors !  Witnefs  the  republic  of  Genoa, 
in  whofe  port  they  attacked  and  made  prize  of  the  French  frigate 
La  ModeUe,  as  ffie  lay  at  anchor  there.  Witncfs  the  inhabitants 
of  Trinidad,  when  the  Britifli,  thoiJigh  then  in  amity  uith  them, 
entered  their  capital  with  drums  beating  and  colours  flying,  in 
.  purfuit  of  a  ftw  French  who  had  taken  refuge  there.  Thcfe,  and 
other  inftances  of  the  fort,  too  numerous  to  he  recapitulated,  mate 
us  \rh  credulous  on  the  fcore  of  Great  Britain's  rcfpedl  for  the 
rights  of  neutrality  than  you  appear  to  have  been. 

As  to  thofe  tender  confiderations  which  adtuatcd  the  Britifk 
miniAcr  to  rejeft  the  pjan  on  account  of  the  inhumanity  of  calling 
in  the  aid  of  the  Indians^  I  did  expe£l  that  fuch  vague- unau- 
thenticated  declarations  would  have  been  appreciated  as  they  de- 
icrved  by  you.  Sir,  who  have  fought  in  the  glorious  caufe  of 
American  independence,  who  witneifed  the  humanity  of  their 
ccndufi  in  the  coiirfcof  that  war  ;  and  you  cannot  be  ignorant  of 
iwhat  has  happened  lince. 

Your  afcribing  hoftile  views  to  the  preparations  of  our  felf- 
defcnce,  cannot,  Sir,  have  been  matter  of  much  furprife  to  me, 
after  having  heard  a  certain  member  of  Congrefs,  who  is  known 
CO  be  the  organ  of  the  will  of  the  adminillration,  declare  in  that 
Houfe,  that  he  afcribed  to  the  fame  motives  the  preparations  wx 
"were  making  for  the  defence  of  Florida,  though  probably  he  was 
not  ignorant,  at  the  very  time,  of  their  real  objcft.  Thus  then. 
Sir,  according  to  your  mode  of  reafoning,  and  that  of  the  gentle- 
man I  have  jull  alluded  to,  though  we  were  certain  of  being  at- 
tacked, and  though  wc  were  not  certain  that  the  American  go- 
vernment had  taken  the  proper  meafurcs  for  protecting  its  neu- 
traliry,  yet  we  were  to  adopt  no  meafurcs  tor  our  tictciicc,  but 
tair.^ly  fiiffer  his  Majelly's  forts  and  poHl  (lions  to  be  taken ;  and 
all  this  for  fear  of  creating  ill-founded  fur|)icions  on  your  minds  ! 

It  >ou  have  not  been  very  fucce^^ful,  Sir,  in  the  folidity  of 
vour  reafonings,  you  appear  not  to  be  more  fo  in  the  method  of 
ifollowing  them.  After  having  denounced  us  to  the  whole  Amc- 
ric;*n  nation  as  ftirring  up  the  Indians  againll  the  United  Statc<c, 
and  preparing  them  for  a  rupture,  you  fall  into  the  moll  glaring 
[  JRconfiftency  in  the  following  paragraph  : — '*  Whether  this  plan 
of  exciting  the  Indians  to  direiil  hc^iVilities  againll  the  United 
States,  has  been  contemplated  and  promoted  by  any  of  our  own 
cifizenf,  it  may  be  difficult  to  fay  ;  but  that  one  or  ir.ore  citizens 
ha\t  propofed  and  taken  meafures  to  detach*  the  foiithern  Irulians 
from  the  intcrell  of  the  United  States,  and  to  dellroy  the  inriuencc 
cf  the  public  agents  over  thofe  nations,  and  thus  to  defeat  the 
great  objcfls  of  their  appointment,  the  chief  of  which  is  to  preferve 
peace,   is  certain." 

I  again  appeal  here.  Sir,  to  your  generous  candour.     How  is 

;Tpo(Iible  to  reconcile  fuch  evident  contradi£lion:>  ?  On  the  (.ne 
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hand,  the  Spanifli  officers  are  thofe  who  excite  the  fouthem  In- 
dians agaiiid  the  United  States ;  and  on  the  other  you  quickly 
allow,  prefuming)  with  fufScient  foundation,  in  my  opinion, 
that  it  may  be  Tome  citizens  of  the  United  Stajtes.  But  although 
you  niiglit  entertain  any  doubts  yourfelf  on  the  fubjed,  which  I 
am  fure  no  pcrrv)n  in  America  will,  after  reading  AJr.  Blotuii's 
letter,  did  not  this  very  fame  doubtful  cafe  and  uncertainty  re- 
quire in  your  fttuation  more  circumfpe£t  language  r  And  if» 
even  in  this  cafe,  you  appear  to  have  gone  beyond  wlut  found 
policy,  the  tranquillity  and  int^reft  of  the  United  States,  re- 
quired, how  much  more  unjuil  are  your  inlinuations  againft 
Spain,  when  the  public  poliefs,  in  Mr,  Blount's  Ietter>  a  docu- 
ment by  which  they  can  fee,  that,  if  the  manoeuvres  with  the  In- 
dians were  not  favourable  to  the  United  States,  they  were  pre- 
cifely  combined  to  attack  the  Spaniards  r  From  this  method  of 
reafoning  of  yours,  it  appears  as  if  the  Spaniards  were,  jointly 
with   Mr.  Blount,  (lirring  up  the  Indians  to  attack  themfclves. 

RefpeSing  the  laft  article  of  your  report,  I  have  only  to 
obf^rve,  that  although  you  have  conllantly  aHTured  me  that  go* 
vernment  had  not  the  lead  information  refpedling  the  fubjeA 
of  my  reprcfentations,  and  although  the  letter  of  Mr.  Jackfon, 
of  Georgia,  appears  to  coincide  with  your  ideas,  neverthelefa 
time  has  fliown  that  I  have  complied  with  my  duty  by  not  re- 
pofmg  on  fuch  aflurancc.  The  plot  is  difcovcred,  and  nobody 
any  longer  doubts  that  the  expedition  was  to  have  taken  place. 

After  having  followed  you  flep  by  ilep  through  the  various 
points  of  your  report  to  the  Prefidcnt,  I  (hall  make  a  fliort 
compendiym  of  fuch  as  arifc  from  this  letter ;  from  which  it 
refults, 

1.  That  on  the  2'jih  of  February  I  gave  you  fufficient  par- 
ticulars refpe6ting  the  intended  cxp.edition,  to  have  attracted  the 
attention  of  this  government. 

2.  That  although  to  this  verbal  communication  I  added  ano- 
ther in  writing  on  the  2d  of  March,  the  Frefident  had  not  the 
lead  knowledge  of  it  on  the  9th  of  the  fame  month;  and  that> 
without  doubt,  you  mult  have  had  very  powerful  motives  to 
prevent  you  from  communicating  it  to  him. 

3.  That  it  does  not  appear  by  the  documents  prefented  by  the 
fecrctary  of  war,  that  govern ment  had  given  orders  to  \hc  mili- 
tary comtnandcrs  to  caufe  the  territory  and  neutrality  of  the 
United  States  to  be  rcfpcded. 

4.  That  you  made  to  the  En£^li(h  miniiler  a  communication, 
which  in  my  opinion  you  ought  not ;  and  that,  even  if  ypu 
thought  it  necclfary,  you  delayed  doing  it  for  two  months, 
that  is,  from  the  27ih  of  February  to  the  28th  of  April,  al- 
though it  refpedlcd  a  moft  urgent  and  important  objedl. 

5.  That 
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5.  Thil  the  Baron  de  Carondclet  could  very  welt  have  re- 
ceived my  letters,  without  its  ueceirarily  following  that  his  had 
come  to  hand. 

6.  That  the  Baron  did  not  rcprefent  Mr«  Ellicott's  not  writ- 
ing to  him  officially  as  a  complaint,  but  as  an  obfervation }  and 
that,  in  fad,  he  never  has  done  it  in  thofe  terms. 

7.  That  the  proofs  you  allege  to  exculpate  Mr.  Elltcottj^  re* 
fpeAing  his  tneentions  of  taking  the  fort  of  Natchez  by  fur- 
pirfe,  are  purely  negative. 

8.  That  it  is  not  merely  pretences,  but  very  powerful  rea- 
font,  which  have  impeded  the  evacuation  of  the  pofls,  and  the 
running  of  the  boundary  line. 

9.  That  the  inflnuations  with  which  you  are  willing  to  per^ 
fintde  the  American  people  that  our  arming  is  direAed'agatnft 
them,  are  unjuft  as  well  as  unfounded,  as,  by  Mr.  Biount^s  iecter^ 
it  h  ckarly  demonftrated  to  be  a  precaution  for  the  nacre  pur- 
pofe  of  defence. 

10.  That  you  evidently  contradiA  yourfelf,  when,  on  one 
hand,  you  are  pleafed  to  attribute  to  us  the  movements  of  xht 
Indians,  and,   in  the  very  next  paragraph ,  you  (how  it   mig^ 

troceed  from  American  citizens,  as  it  aduaily  does  according  to 
(r.  Blount's  tetter ;  and  that  he  a6ted  with  the  knowledge  and 
intelligence  of  the  very  fame  Britifh  miniller,  in  whofe  private 
notes,  without  JlgftaturVf  and  perhapi  not  df  his  9wn  hatut^wriihigf 
yoB  place  fuch  implicit  confidence. 

11.  That  although,  in  all  your  official  communications,  yoa 
harc  always  manifeflcd  to  me  that  the  American  government 
knew  of  nothing  which  indicated  any  foundation  for  my  fuf- 
picions,  Mr.  Blount's  letter  clearly  proves  that  I  was  pcrfedly 
in  I  he  right. 

I  have  thus  fulfilled  a  very  difagrceable  duty.  Always  dcflr- 
cus  to  contribute  to  flrengthen  the  bands  of  fricndfhip  which 
tmire  Spain  and  America,  and  to  which  their  fituaiion,  their 
wj?it^,  and  rcfoiircc*,  invite  them,  I  huve  feen  with  the  moft 
prwt«xind  grief,  that  the  language  and  tenour  of  your  communi- 
cation to  the  PrHidcnt,  is  not,  in  my  opinion,  calculated  to 
promote  fo  dctirable  an  object  to  us  ail.  For  my  parr,  although 
i  ihaH  leave  nothing  undone  to  cement  the  union  and  harmony 
M  ith  a  natirm  which  I  refpedl,  neither  fliall  I  ever  fuffisr  the  in- 
terctU  of  the  King,  my  malttr,  in  any  cafe  whatever,  to  be  fa« 
criticed  to  an  unjuft  partiality. 

I  pray  God  to  prd'crvc  you  many  ycar«. 

Your  moll  obedient  humble  fcrvant, 

Caklos  Martinez  ds  Yrcjo. 

Ph:!adelfb:&,  Jtth  l^i   »797- 


Vol.  VIL  Y  Sfuch 
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Speech  •/  the  American  Prefident^  on  the  opening  of  the  Conprefs^ 

Thurjday^  Nov.  23,   1797. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and  Gentlemen  of  the 
Houfe  of  Reprefentatives, 

1  WAS  for  fomc  time  apprehenfive  that  it  would  be  neceflary,' 
^  on  account  of  the  contagious  iicknefs  which  afFedled  the  city 
of  Philadelphia,  to  convene  the  national  legiflature  at  fome  other 
place.  This  mcafurc  it  was  dcfirable  to  avoid,  becaufe  it  would 
occaiion  much  public  inconvenience,  and  a  confiderable  public 
cxpenfe,  and  add  to  the  calamities  of  the  inhabitants  of  thii  city, 
whofc  fufFerings  mud  have  excited  the  fympathy  of  all  their  fel- 
low-citizens. Therefore,  after  taking  meafures  to  afcertain  the 
Hate  and  decline  of  the  ficknefs,  I  podponed  my  determination^ 
having  hopes,  now  happily  realized,  that,  without  hazard  to  the 
lives  or  health  of  the  members,  Congrefs  might  aflemble  at  this 
place,  where  it  was  fixed  by  law  to  meet.  I  fubmit,  however^ 
to  your  confideration,  whether  a  power  to  poftpone  the  meeting 
of  Congrefs,  without  paHing  the  time  fixed  by  the  conditutioa 
upon  fuch  occafions,  would  be  an  ufeful  amendment  to  the  law 
of  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  ninety-four. 

Although  I  cannot  yet  congratulate  you  on  the  re-cftabliihment 
.of  peace  in  Europe,  and  the  reiloration  of  fecurity  to  the  perfons 
and  properties  or  pur  citizens  from  injuftice  and  violence  at  fea, 
we  have,  neverthelefs,  abundant  caufe  of  gratitude  to  the  Source 
of  benevolence  and  influence,  for  interior  tranquillity  and  pcrfo- 
nal  fecurity,  for  propitious  feafons,  profperous  agriculture^  pro- 
dudtive  fiflieries,  and  general  improvements;  and,  above  all, 
•for  a  national  fpirit  of  civil  and  religious  liberty,  and  a  calm  but 
flcady  determination  to  fupport  our  fovereignty,  as  well  as  our 
moral  and  religious  principles,  againft  all  open  and  fecret  at- 
tacks. 

Our  envoys  extraordinary  to  the  French  republic  embarked, 
one  in  July,  the  other  in  Auguft,  to  join  their  colleagues  in 
Holland :  I  have  received  intelligence  of  the  arrival  of  both  of 
them  in  Holland,  from  whence  they  all  proceeded  on  their  jour- 
ney to  Paris,  within  a  few  days  of  the  loth  of  September. 
Whatever  may  be  the  refult  of  this  miflion,  I  truft  that  nothing 
will  have  been  omitted  on  my  part  to  condu A  the  negotiation  to 
a  fuccef&ful  conclufion,  on  fuch  equitable  terms  as  may  be  com- 
patible with  the  fafety,  honour,  and  interefls  of  the  United 
States.  Nothing,  in  the  mean  time,  will  contribute  fo  much  to 
the  prcfervation  of  peace,  and  the  attainment  of  juftice,  at  a 
manifeftation  of  the  energy  and  unanimity  of  which,  on  many 
former  occalions,  the  people  of  the  United  States  have  given  fuch 
memorable  proofs,  and  the  exertion  of  thofe  refourccs  for  na- 

tinnal 
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tional  defence^  which  a  benevolent  Providence  has  kindly  placed 
Urithin  their  power. 

It  may  be  confidently  aflfertcd,  that  nothing  has  occurred 
which  renders  inexpedient  thofe  precautionary  meafures  recom* 
mended  by  me  to  the  conflderation  of  the  two  Houfes,  at  the 
opening  of  your  late  extraordinary  fefTion.  If  that  fydem  was 
then  prudent,  it  is  more  fo  now,  as  increafing  depredations 
flrengthcn  the  reafons  for  its  adoption. 

Indeed,  whatever  may  be  the  iflue  of  the  negotiation  with 
France,  and  whether  the  war  in  Europe  is  or  is  not  to  continue,  I 
hold  it  moft  certain  that  permanent  tranquillity  and  order  will 
not  foon  be  obtained.  The  (late  of  fociety  has  fo  long  been  dif- 
turbed,  the  fenfe  of  moral  and  religious  obligations  fo  much 
weakened,  public  faith  and  national  honour  have  been  fo  im* 
paired,  refpe£l  to  treaties  has  been  fo  diminifhed,  and  the  law  of 
nations  has  lod  fo  much  of  its  force;  while  pride,  ambition, 
avarice,  and  violence,  have  been  fo  much  unreRrained,  there 
remains  no  reafonable  ground  on  which  to  raifc  an  expc<Elation, 
that  a  commerce,  without  protection  or  defence,  will  not  be 
plundered. 

The  commerce  of  the  United  States  is  eflential,  if  not  to  their 
cziftence,  at  lead  to  their  comfort:  their  growth,  profperity,  ' 
and  happinefs,  the  genius,  character,  and  habits  of  the  people^ 
are  highly  commercial ;  their  cities  have  been  formed  and  exift 
opon  commerce;  our  agriculture,  (iflieries,  arts,  and  manufac- 
tures, are  conneded  with  and  dependant  upon  it.  In  fliort^ 
commerce  has  made  this  country  what  it  is,  and  it  cannot  be  de- 
ftroyed  or  negleded,  without  involving  the  people  in  poverty 
and  diftrefs.  Great  numbers  are  diredly  and  folely  fupported  by 
navigation.  The  faith  of  fociety  is  pledged  for  the  prefervation 
of  the  rights  of  commercial  and  fea-faring,  no  lefs  than  for  thofe 
of  the  other  citizens.  Under  this  view  of  our  affairs,  I  (hould 
hoM  myfelf  guilty  of  a  negle£l  of  duty,  if  I  forbore  to  recom- 
mend that  we  (hould  make  every  exertion  to  protedl  our  com- 
,  merce,  and  to  place  our  country  in  a  fuitable  polture  of  defence^ 
r   as  the  only  fure  means  of  preferving  both. 

I  have  entertained  an  expectation  that  it  would  have  been  in 

I    my  power,  at  the  opening  of  this  feffion,  to  have  communicated 

'to  you  the  agreeable  information  of  the  due  execution  of  our 

txeaty  with  his  Catholic  Majefty,  refpe£ting  the  withdrawing  of 

his  troops  from  our  territory,  and  the  demarkation  of  the  line  of 

Hmits.     But  by  the  lateft  authentic  intelligence,  Spanifh  garri« 

r  Ibas  were  dill  continued  within  our  country,  and  the  running  of 

:*;  the  boundary  limited  not  been  commenced.     Thefe  circumftances 

•re  the  more  to  be  regretted,  as  they  cannot  fail  to  affeft  the 

*  Indians  in  a  manner  injurious  to  the  United  States.     Still,  how- 

inrer,  indulging  the  hope,  that  the  anfwers  which  have  been 

Y  2  given 
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g'.v^n  iPvLlI  reifiove  the  objeAtons  offered  by  the  Spanilh  oflicers  to. 
the  immediate  execution  of  the  treaty,  I  have  judged  it  proper- 
that  we  (hould  continue  in  readinels  to  receive  the  pofts>  and  to 
mn  the  line  of  limits. 

Further  information  on  this  fubje&  will  be  communicated  in. 
the  courfe  of  the  feifion. 

In  connexion  with  the  unpleafant  (late  of  things  on  our  weft* 
ern  frontiefi  it  is  proper  for  me  to  mention  the  attempts  of  fo- 
reign agents  to  alienate  the  affections  of  the.  Indian  nationSf  and 
to  excite  them  to  actual  hoftilities  againft  the  United  States. 
Great  a&ivity  has  been  exerted  by  thofe  pcrfons,  who  have  in* 
finuatcd  themfelves  among  the  Indian  tribes  refiding  within  the 
territory  of  the  United  Sf^ies,  to  influence  them  to  transfer 
their  aflFedions  and  force  to  a  foreign*  nation  ;  to  form  them  into 
a  confederacyi  and  to  prepare  them  for  war  s^inft  the  United 
States. 

Although  meafurcs  have  been  taken  to  countera£l  thefe  in- 
fractions of  our  rights,  to  prevent  Indian  hoftilities,  and  to 
preferve  entire  their  attachment  to  the  United  States,  it  is  my 
duty  to  obferve,  that  to  give  better  efFcfl  to  thefe  meafures,  aifd 
to  obviate  the  confc<}uences  of  a  repetition  of  fuch  praAiccS>  a 
law  providing  adequate  puni(hnv:nt  for  fuch  offences  may  be  ne- 
ceflTary. 

The  commiflioners  appointed  under  the  fifth  article  of  the 
Treaty  of  Amity,  Commeixre,  and  Navigation,  between  the 
United  States  and  CTrcat  Britain,  to  afcertain  the  river  wjiich 
was  truly  intended  under  the  name  of  the  River  St.  Crois;^  mcn- 
tfoiicd  in  the  treaty  of  peace,  met  at  PaUamaquody  Bay  in  Oc- 
tober 1796,  and  viewed  the  mouths  of  the  rivers  in  quellion,  and 
the  adjacent  fliores  and  iflands ;  and,  being  of  opinion  that  ac- 
ttial  furveys  of  both  rivers  to  their  fources  were  neceflary,  gave 
to  the  agents  of  the  two  nations  inftrudions  for  that  purpofey 
atKl  adjourned  to  meet  at  Bofton  in  Angull.  They  met ;  but  the 
ftirveyors  requiring  more  time  than  had  been  fuppofed,  and  not 
being  then  completed,  the  commiilioners  again  adjourned,  to 
meet  at  Providence*  in  the  (Ute  of  Rhode  Ifland  in  June  oext^ 
when  we  may  expeA  a  hnal  examination  and  decifion. 

The  commiflioners  appointed  in  purfuance  of  the  fixth  article 
of  the  treaty,  met  at  Philadelphia  in  May  laft,  to  examine  the 
claims  of  Britifh  fubjeAs  for  debts  contra^ed  before  the  peace^ 
and  (till  remaining  due  to  them  from  citizens  or  inhabitants  of 
the  United  States*  Various  caufes  have  hitherto  prev<nted  any 
determination ;  but  the  bufmefs  is  now  refumed»  and  doubilcis 
will  be  profecuted  without  interruption. 

Several  decifions  on  the  claims  of  citizens  of  the  United 
States  for  lofles  and  damages  fuftained  by  reafon  of  iritgular 
and  illegal  capturesi  or  condemnations  of  their  vefiels  9t  other 

property. 
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property,  have  been  made  by  the  comtniffioners  in  London,  con- 
formably to  the  fcvcnth  article  of  the  treaty.  The  funis  awarded 
by  the  comminioners  have  been  paid  by  the  firiiifh  govern- 
mefit.  A  confiikrable  number  of  other  claims,  where  co(b  and 
damages,  and  not  captured  property,  were  the  only  obje^ls  in 
quedion,  have  been  decided  by  arbitration,  and  the  Turns  awarded 
to  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  have  alfo  been  paid. 

The  commiffioners  appointed  agreeably  to  the  7.iii  article  of 
cur  treaty  with  Spain  met  at  Philadelphia,  in  the  fummer  paft^* 
to  examine  and  decide  on  the  claims  of  our  citizens  for  loiles  they 
have  fuftained^  in  conftqiiencc  of  their  veffels  and  cargoes^  having 
been  taken  by  the  fubjeds  of  his  Catholic  Majefty,  during  the 
late  war  between  Spam  ami  France.  Their  letters  have  been  in- 
ttrcepted,  but  now  are  returned. 

The  United  States  being  obligated  to  make  compenfation  for 
the  latter,  and  damages  fuiUined  by  Britilh  fubjcAs,  upon  the 
award  of  the  conDniiilioners  adding  under  the  fixth  article  of 
the  treaty  with  Great  Britaiiu  and  for  the  lolTes  fuilained  and  da- 
mages incurred  by  British  fuojeAs,  by  reafon  of  the  capture  of 
their  veflcls  and  merchandife,  taken  within  the  limits  and  jurif- 
difiion  of  the  United  States,  and  brought  into  their  ports,  or 
taken  by  veDels  originally  armed  in  ports  of  the  United  States, 
'  upon  the  awards  of  the  commiflioners  afling  under  the  feventh 
tftkle  of  the  fame  treaty ;  it  is  neceffary  that  provifion  be  made 
for  fulfilling  thefe  obligations. 

The  numerous  captures  of  American  veffels  by  the  cruifers  of 
the  French  republic,  and  of  fome  by  thofe  of  Spain,  have  oc- 
CftSuned  conlidcrable  expenfes  in  making  and  Supporting  the 
claims  of  our  citizens  before  their  tribunals.  The  liims  required 
for  the  purpofe  have,  in  divers  inflances,  been  difburfed  by  the 
confuls  of  the  United  States.  By  means  of  the  fame  captures, 
great  numbers  of  our  feamen  have  been  alhore  in  foreign  coun- 
tries, deditute  of  all  means  of  fubfiilence ;  and  the  (ick,  in 
particular,  have  been  expofed  to  grievous  fuffe rings.  The  con- 
fuls have,  in  thefe  cafes,  alfo  advanced  monies  for  their  relief. 
For  thefe  advances  they  reafonably  expe£l  reimburfements  from 
(he  United  States. 

'  The  confular  a£l  relative  to  feamen  requires  revifion  and 
amendment :  the  provifions  for  their  fupport  in  foreign  countries, 
and  for  their  return,  are  fournl  to  be  inadcqimtc  and  ineffe£luaU 
Another  provifion  feems  neceifary  to  be  added  to  the  confular  a£l : 
fiM&e  foreign  veiTeU  have  been  difcovered  failing  under  the  fla^  of 
the  United  States,  and  with  foreign  papers.  It  feldomhnp- 
pens  that  the  confuls  can  dete^  this  deception,  becaufe  they 
nave  no  authority  to  demand  an  infpcflion  of  the  regifter  and 
jGaJetiers.  • 

4  Gentlemen 
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Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentativcs, 

h  is  my  duty  to  recommend  to  your  ferious  confideration  thote 
objccls  which,  by  the  conftitution,  are  placed  particularly  within 
your  fphcre — the  national  debt  and  taxes. 

Since  the  decay  of  the  feudal  fyftcm,  by  which  the  public  de- 
fence was  provided  for,  chiefly  at  the  expenfe  of  individuals^ 
the  fyftem  of  loans  has  been  introduced  ;  and  as  no  nation  can 
laife  within  the  year,  by  taxes,  fufllicient  futns  for  its'defenccy  and 
miiitary  operation  in  time  of  war,  the  fum  loaned  akid  debt  con- 
tra£led  have  neceffarily  become  the  fubjedt  of  what  have  been 
called  the  funding  fydems. 

The  confeqiiences  aridng  from  the  continual  accumulation  of 
public  debts  in  other  countries,  ought  to  admonifli  us  to  be  careful 
K>  prevent  their  growth  in  our  own.  The  national' defence  muft 
be  provided  for,  as  well  as  the  fupport  of  government ;  but  both' 
fhouid  be  accomplilhed  as  much  as  poflTible  by  immediate  taxes^ 
and  as  little  as  poifible  by  lo^ns. 

Thecftimates  for  the  fervice  of  the  enfuing  year  will,  by  my 
dircdion,  be  laid  before  you. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and  Gentlemen  of 
the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives, 

We  are  met  together  at  a  moft  interefting  period.  The  fitua- 
tion  of  the  principal  powers  of  Europe  is  fingular  and  porten* 
tons.  Connected  with  fome  by  treaties,  and  with  all  by  com- 
mcrce,.  no  important  event  there  can  be  indifferent  to  us.  Such 
circumflanccs  call,  with  a  peculiar  importunity,  not  lefs  for  a 
difpofition  to  unite  in  all  thofe  ipeafures  on  which  the  honour^ 
iafety,  and  profperity  of  our  country  depend,  than  for  all  the 
exertions  of  wifdom  and  firmnefs. 

In  all  fuch  meafures  you  may  rely  on  my  zealous  and  hearty 
concurrence. 

John  Adams. 


Meffhge  from   the  Pvefidcnt   of  the  United  States  to  the  Houfe  of 

RepreJentativeSj  on  the  ii)th  Afarch. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and  Gentlemen  of  the 
Houfe  of  Reprefentatives, 

T^HE  difpatches  from  the  envoys  extraordinary  of  the  United 
"■•    States  to  the  French  republic,  which  were  mentioned  in  my 
meffage  to  both  Houfes  of  Congrefs,  have  been  examined  and 
maturely  conftdered. 

While  I  feci  a  fatisfaflron  in  informing  you,  that  thcdr  exer- 
tions for  the  adjiiflmcnt  of  the  differences  between  the  two  na* 

tions 
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tiont  have  been  flncere  and  unremitted,  it  is  incumbent  on  me  to 
declare,  that  I  perceive  no  ground  of  cxpeSation  that  theob- 
jeAs  of  their  miflion  can  be  accomph'fhed  on  terms  compatible 
with  the  fafety,  honour,  or  the  ciTential  interefts  of  the  na* 
tioD. 

The  refult  cannot,  with  juflice,  be  attributed  to  any  want 
of  moderation  on  the  part  of  this  government,  or  to  any  indif- 
pofition  to  forego  fecondary  intereds  for  the  prefervation  of 
peace.  Knowing  it  to  be  my  duty,  and  believing  it  to  be  your 
wifh,  as  well  as  that  of  the  great  body  of  the  people,  to  avoid, 
by  all  reafonable  conceffions,  any  participation  in  the  conten- 
tions of  Europe,  the  powers  vcfted  in  our  envoys  were  com- 
menfurate  with  a  liberal  and  pacific  policy,  and  that  high  confi- 
dence which  might  juflly  be  repofed  in  the  abilities,  patriotifra, 
and  integrity  of  the  characters  to  whom  the  negotiation  was  com- 
mitted* After  a  careful  review  of  the  whole  fubjed,  with  the 
aid  of  all  the  information  I  have  received,  I  can  difccrn  nothing 
which  could  have  infured  or  contributed  to  fuccefs,  that  has  been 
omitted  on  my  part,  and  nothing  further  which  can  beattempted, 
confiftently  with  maxims  for  which  our  country  has  contended,  at 
every  hazard,  and  which  conllitute  the  bafis  of  our  national  fo- 
vereignty. 

Under  thefe  circum (lances,  I, cannot  forbear  to  reiterate  the 
recommendations  which  have  been  formerly  made,  and  to  ex- 
hort you  to  adopt  with  promptitude,  dcciQon,  and  unanimity, 
fuch  meafurcs  as  the  ample  refourccs  of  the  country  afford,  for 
the  protc^Slion  of  our  fea-faring  and  commercial  citizens ;  for 
the  defence  of  any  cxpofed  portions  of  our  territory  ;  for  re- 
plenifhing  our  arfenals,  cdablifliing  founderies  and  militar/ 
manufa£tures ;  and  to  provide  fuch  efficient  revenue  as  will  te 
neceflary  to  defray  extraordinary  expenfes,  and  fupply  the  defi- 
ciencies which  may  be  occafioned  by  depredations  on  our  com- 
merce. 

The  prefent  ftate  of  things  is  fo  eflcntially  different  from  that 
in  which  inflruflions  were  siven  to  coUe&ors  to  reflrain  vefTels  of 
th^  United  Stares  from  failmg  in  an  armed  condition,  that  the 
principle  on  which  thofe  orders  were  ilfucdf  has  ceafed  to  exi(L 
I  therefore  deem  it  proper  to  inform  Congrefs,  that  I  no  longer 
conceive  myfelf  juflifiabte  in  continuing  them,  nnlefs  in  parti- 
cular cafes,  where  there  may  be  reafonable  ground  of  fufpi- 
cion  that  fuch  vefTels  are  intended  to  be  employed  contrary  to 
law. 

In  all  your  proceedings  it  will  be  important  to  manifeft  a  zeal, 
vigour,  and  concert,  in  defence  of  the  national  rights,  pro- 
portioned to  the  danger  with  which  they  are  threatened. 

John  Adams. 

Umud,Siates,  i^th  March  1798. 

Mejfagi 
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Mcjfagc  of  the  Prejident  of  the  United  States  to  both  Jhujis  if 

Congrefsf  jtipril  3,    1798. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and  Gentlemen  of  tht 
Houfe  of  Reprefcntatives, 

N  compliance  with  the  requeft  of  the  Houfe  of  Reprefcnta- 
tives,  exprefled  in  their  rcfohition  of  the  fecond  of  this 
month,  I  tranfmit  to  hoth  Hoiifcs  thofe  inftnifiions  to  and  dif- 
patches  iroiii  the  envo}'s  extraordinary  of  the  United  States'to  the 
f  rcnch  republic,  which  were  mentioned  in  my  meflage  of  the 
19th  of  March  la{(,  omitting  only  fome  tiames,  and  .a  few  cx« 
prelfions  defcriptive  of  the  pcrfons. 

I  requed  that  they  may  be  confidered  in  confidence,  nnttftbe 
members  of  Congrcfs  are  fully  poffeifcd  of  their  contents,  and 
Ihall  have  had  opportunity  to  deliberate  on  the  confcqucnces  of 
their  publication  \  after  which  time  I  fubmit  them  to  your  wif- 
^m. 

JoHK  Adams. 

United  States,  jfpril  ^dy   1798. 


InJiru^iQns  to  Charles  Cotcfa;orth  Pinckney^  John  MatJhaB^  and 
Elhridge  Gcrrj,  Envoys  Extraordinary  and  Afiniflers  Pteni^ 
fotentiary  to  the  French' Re pttVhc^  referred  to  in  the  Mejfagc  ef 
the  Prejident  of  the  United  States^  of  the  ^d  Jprtl. 

Gentlemen^  Department  of  State^jftdy  15,  1797. 

IT  is  known  to  you,  that  the  people  of  the  United  States 
of  America  entertained  a  warm  and  fincere  afleAicm  for  the 
people  of  France,  ever  fiiKe  their  arms  were  united  in  the 
vrar  with  Great  Britain,  which  ended  in  the  full  and  format 
acknowledgment  of  the  independence  of  thefe  ftafes.  It  is 
known  to  you  that  this  affeflion  was  ardent,  when  tbe  French 
determined  to  reform  their  govemtnent  and  eftaUifli  it  on  the 
bafis  of  liberty  ;  that  liberty  in  which  the  people  of  the  United 
States  were  born,  and  which,  in  the  conclufion  of  the  war 
above  mentioned,  was  finally  and  firmly  fecured.  It  is  known 
to  you,  that  this  affediion  rofe  to  enthufiafm,  when  the  war 
was  kindled  between  France  and  the  powers  of  Europe,  M^ikK 
were  combined  againil  her  for  the  avowed  purpofe  of  reftoring 
the  monarchy ;  and  every  where  vows  'were  heard  for  the  fuc- 
cefs  of  the  French  arms.  Yet,  during  this  period,  France  ex- 
preflbd  no  wiOi  that  the  United  States  Ihould  depart  from  their 
neutrality.  And  while  no  duty  required  us  to  enter  into  the 
war,  and  our  bed  intercfts  urged  us  to  remain  at  peace,  the 
government  determined  to  take  a  neutral  (lation ;  which  being 
uken,  the  duties  of  an  impartial  ueutrality  became  indifpenfably 

binding. 
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binding.  Hence  the  government  early  proclaimed  to  otir  cittzeni 
the  nature  of  thofe  duties,  and  the  confequences  of  their  violation. 
The  oiioifler  of  France,  Mr.  Genet,  who  arrived  about  this 
time,  by  his  public  declaration,  confirmed  the  idea,  that  France 
did  not  defire  us  to  quit  the  ground  we  had  taken.  His  meafures^ 
however,  were  calculated  to  deftroy  our  neutrality,  and  to  draw  us 
into  the  war. 

The  principles  of  the  proclamation  of  neutrality,  founded  on 
die  law  of  nations,  which  is  the  law  of  the  land,  were  afterwards 
recognifed  by  the  national  legiflature,  and  the  obfervance  of  them 
enforced  by  fpecific  penalties,  in  the  ad  of  Congrefs,  paflTed  the 
5th  of  ^unc  1794.  By  thcfc  principles  and  laWs,  the  adls  of  the 
Executive,  and  the  dccifions  of  the  courts  of  the  United  States^ 
were  regulated. 

A  government  thus  fair  and  upright  in  its  principles,  and  juft 
and  impartial  in  its  conduct,  might  have  confidently  hoped  to  be 
fecure  againft  formal  official  cenfure:  but  the  United  States  have 
not  been  fo  fortunate.  The  afls  ©f  their  government,  in  its 
various  branches,  though  pure  in  principle  and  impartial  in 
operation,  and  conformable  to  their  indifpcnfablo  rights  of  fove- 
reignty,  have  been  afTigncd  as  the  caufe  of  the  offenfivc  and  in- 
jurious meafures  of  the  French  republic.  For  proofs  of  the  for- 
mer all  the  afts  of  the  government  may  be  vouched  \  while  the 
afperfions  fo  freely  uttered  by  the  French  minifters,  the  rcfufal  to 
hear  the  minifter  of  the  United  States,  fpecially  charged  to  enter 
on  amicable  difcuflions  on  all  the  topics  of  complaint,  the  decrees 

L    of  the  Executive  Direftory  and  of  their  agents,  the  depredations 

I  OD  our  commerce,  and  the  violence  again  ft  the  perfons  of  our 
citizens,  are  evidences  of  the  latter.  Thefe  injuries  and  depre* 
dations  will  conflitute  an  important  Aibjedl  of  your  difcuflions 
with  the  government  of  the  French  republic  5  and  for  all  ihefe 
Wrongs  you  will  feek  redrcfs. 

In  refpeft  to  the  depredations  on  our  commerce,  the  principal 
objeds  will  he,  to  agree  to  an  equitable  mode  of  examining 
and  deciding  the  claims  of  our  citizens,  and  the  manner  and 
periods  of  making  them  compenfation.  As  to  the  firft,  the 
fevcnth  article  of  the  Britiih,  and  the  twcnty-firft  of  the  Spanifh 
treaty,  prefent  approved  precedents  to  be  adopted  with  France. 
The  propofal  made  of  adjiifting  thofe  claims  by  commilfioners 
appointed  on  each  fide,  is  fo  perfeQly  fair,  we  cannot  imagine  it  will 
he  refufed.  But  when  the  claims  are  adjufted,  if  payment  in  fpecie 
cannot  be  obtained,  it  may  be  found  ncceffary  to  agree,  in  behalf 
of  our  citizens,  that  they  (hall  accept  public  fcciirities  payable 
with  intereft  at  fuch  periods  as  the  ftate  of  the  French  finances 
fliatl  render  prafticable.  Thcfc  periods  you  will  endeavour,  as 
fiir  as  poffible,  to  fhorten. 

Not  onlv  the  recent  depredations  under  colour  of  the  decrees  of 
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the  Dircftory,  of  the  2d  of  July  1796,  and  the  ad  of  Mafch 
17^7,  or  under  the  decrees  of  their  agents,  or  the  illegal  fen^ 
tences  of  their  tribunals,  but  all  prior  ones,  not  already  fatisfac* 
torily  adjuftcd,  ihould  be  put  in  this  equitable  train  of  fettlement* 
To  cancel' many,  or  all  of  the  lail-mentioned  claims,  might  be 
the  cffeA  of  the  decree  of  the  Executive  DireSory  of  the  2d  of 
March  laft,  concerning  the  decree  of  the  9th  of  May  i'793 :  but 
this  being  an  ex  pojl  fa^o  regulation,  as  well  as  a.violatton  of  the 
treaty  between  the  United  States  and  FraVice,  cannot  be  obligatory 
on  the  former.  Indeed,  the  greater  part,  probably  nearly  all  the 
captured  and  confifcations  in  queftion,  have  been  committed  in 
direcl  violation  of  that  treaty,  or  of  the  law  of  nations.  But 
the  injuries  arifmg  from  the  capture  of  enemies  property  ia 
vefTels  of  the  United  States  may  not  be  very  extenfive ;  and  if  for 
fuch  captured  property  the  French  government  will,  agreeably  to 
the  law  of  nations,  pay  the  freight  and  reatbnable  demurrage,  we 
Ihall  not  on  this  account  any  farther  contend.  But  of  fhip  timber 
and  naval  ftores  taken  and  confifcated  by  the  French,  they  ought 
to  pay  the  full  value  ;  becaufe  our  citizens  continued  their  traffic 
in  thofe  articles  under  the  faith  of  the  treaty  with  France*  Od 
thefe  two  points  we  ought  to  expeft  that  the  French  government 
will  not  lefufe  to  do  juIHce :  and  the  more  becaufe  it  has  not,  at 
any  period  of  the  war,  exprefl'ed  its  defire  that  the  commercial 
treaty  ihould  in  this  refpeft  be  altered. 

Bcfides  the  claims  of  our  citizens  for  depredations  on  their  pn>^ 
perty,  there  are  many  arifing  from  exprcfs  contracts  made  with 
the  French  government,  or  its  agents,  or  founded  on  the  ieizurc 
of  their  property  in  French  ports.  Other  claims  have  arifea 
from  the  long  detention  of  a  multitude  of  our  veflTels  in  the  ports 
of  France.  The  wrong  hereby  done  to  our  citizens  was  acknow- 
ledged by  the  French  government,  and  in  fome,  pethaps  in  moft 
of  the  cafes,  fmall  payments  towards  indemnifications  have  -beeffi 
made  :  the  repKiuc  fllll  remains  to  be  claimed. 

All  thefe  jufl  demands  of  our  citizens  will  merit  yotir  attention. 
The  bell  poilihlc  means  of  compcnfation  muft  be  attempted. 
Thefe  will  depend  on  what  you  (hall  difcover  to  be  pradicable  in 
relatioii  to  the  French  finances.  But  an  exception  muft  be  made 
in  refpe£l  to  ckbts  due  to  our  citizens  by  the  contra6is  of  the 
French  government  and  its  agents,  if  they  are  comprehended  in 
any  (lipulation  \  and  an  option  referved  to  them,  jointly  or  inAu 
vidually,  either  to  accept  the  means  of  payment  which  you  (hall 
ftipulate,  or  refort  to  the  French  government  dire£tly  for  the  ful- 
filment of  its  contradts. 

Although  the  reparation  for  lofTes  fuftained  by  the  citizens  of 
the  United  States,  in  confequence  of  irregular  or  illegal  captures 
or  condemnations,  or  forcible  feizures  or  detentions,  is  of  very 
h;|h  importance,  and  is  to  be  imprefled  with  the  greateft  earneft- 
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licfs,  yet  It  IS  not  to  be  infiftedon  as  an  indifpenfable  condition  of 
the  propofed  treaty.  You  are  not,  however,  to  renounce  thefe 
claims  of  our  citizens,  nor  to  ftipuiate  that  they  be  afTmned  by 
the  United  States  as  a  loan  to  the  French  government. 

In  refpedl  to  the  alterations  of  the  commercial   treaty  with 
France,'  in  the  two  cafes  which  have  been  principal   fubjefls  of. 
complaint  on  her  part,  viz.  enemies  property  in  neut/al  fhips, 
and  the  articles  contraband  of  war  ;  although  France  can  have  no 
right  to  claim  the  annulling  of  ilipulations  at  the  moment  when 
by  both  parties  they  were  originally  intended  to  operate  ^  yet  if 
the  French  government  prefs  for  alterations,  the  Prefidcnt  has  no 
difficulty  in  fubftiiuting  the  principles  of  the  law  of  nations,  as 
ftatcd  in  the  17th  and  i8th  articles  of  our  commercial  treaty  with 
Great  Britain,  to  thofe  of  the  23d  and  24th  articles  of  our  com- 
mercial treaty  :  and  in  refpedt  to  provifions,  and  other  articles  not 
nfually  deemed  contraband,  you  arc  to  agree  only  on  a  temporary 
compromife,  like  that  in  the   18th  article  of  the  Britifh  treaty, 
and  of  the  fame  duration.     If,  however,  in  order  to  fatisfy  France, 
now  (he  is  at  war,  we  change  the  two  important  articles  before 
mentioned,  then  the  14th  article  of  the  French  treaty,  which  fub- 
jcfls  the  property  of  the  neutral  nation  found  on  hoard  enemies 
ftips  to  capture  and  condemnation,  miift  of  courfe  be  abolifhed. 

We  have  witneffed  fo    many   erroneous  cohftruSions   of  the 
treaty  with  France,  even  in  its  plaineft  parts,  it  will  be  neceflary 
to  examine  every  article  critically,  for  the  purpofe  of  preventing, 
as  far  as  human  wifdom  can  prevent,  all  future  mifintcrpretations. 
The  kind  of  documents  necelfary  for  the  proteflion  of  the  neutral 
Teflels  (hould  be  enumerated,  and  minutely  defcribed  ;  the  cafes  in 
which  a  fea-lctter  fhould  be  required  may  be  fpecified  j  the  want 
of  a  fea- letter  (hould   not  of   iifclf  be  a  caufc  of  confifcation, 
where  other  reafonable  proof  of  property  is  produced;  and  where 
fuch  proof  is  furniflied,  the  want  of  a  fea-letter  (hould  go  no  fur- 
ther than  to  fave  the  captor  from  damages  for  detaining  and  bring- 
ing in  the  neutral  vefTel.     The  proportions  of  the  vefrel's  crew 
which  may  be  foreigners,  (hould  be  agreed  on.     Perhaps  it  will  be* 
'expedient  to  introduce  divers  other  regulations  conformably  to  the 
'  mrine  laws  of  France.     Whenever  thefe  are  to  operate  on  the 
commerce  of  the  United  States,  our  fafety  requires,  that,  as  far 
■  jispoflible,  they  be  fixed  by  treaty.     And  it  will   be  defirable  to 
;  ftipulate  againll  any  ex  poji  faHo  laws  or  regulation,  under  any 
pKtence  whatever. 

Great  Britain  has  often  claimed  a  right,  and  pra£life;d  upon  it, 
to  prohibit  neutral  nations  carrying  on  a  commerce  with  her  enc- 


I  9UC9  which  had  not  been  allowed  in  time  of  peace.  On  this 
•  liead  it  will  be  defirable  to  come  to  an  explicit  underftanving  with 
;  Trance ;  and^  if  poilible,  to  obviate  the  claim  by  an  exprefs  (li* 
;  filiation. 
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Such  extreme  depredations  have  been  committed  on  thecpromcrce 
of  neutrals,  and  elpccially  on  the  United  States,  by  the  citizens  of 
France,  under  pretence  that  her  enemies :, particularly  Great  Britain)  * 
havQ  done  the  fame  things,  it  will  be  dcfirable  to  have  it  explicitly 
flipulated,  that  the  condud  of  an  enemy  towards  a  neutral  power 
ihall  not  authorize  or  excufe  the  other  belligerent  power  in  any 
departure  from  the  law  of  nations,  or  the  (lipulations  of  th6 
treaty  :  efpecially  that  the  veifcis  of  the  neutral  nation  ihall  never 
be  captured  or  detained,  or  their  property  confifcated  or  injured, 
becaufe  bound  t9  or  from  an  enemy's  port,  except  the  cafe  of  a 
blockaded  port,  the  entering  into  which  may  be  prevented  accord* 
ing  to  the  known  rule  of  the  law  of  nations.  And  it  may  be  ex- 
pedient to  define  a  blockaded  place  or  port  to  be  one  a6lually  in- 
veded  by  land  or  naval  forces,  or  both  ;  and  that  no  declaration  of 
a  blockade  fhall  have  any  cffed  without  fuch  adual  inveftment. 
And  no  commercial  right  whatever  ihall  be  abandoned  which  is 
fecufed  to  neutral  powers  by  the  European  law  of  nations. 

The  foregoing  articles  being  thofe  which  the  French  govern- 
ment has  made  the  odcnfible  grounds  of  its  principal  complaints, 
they  have  naturally  been  firft  brought  to  view.  But  the  propofed 
alterations  and  arrangements  fugged  the  propriety  of  revifing  all 
our  treaties  with  France.  In  fuch  revifion,  the  firft  objed  that 
will  attrad  your  attention  is,  the  reciprocal  guarantee  in  the  iith 
article  of  the  treaty  of  alliance.  The  guarantee  we  are  perfe£lly 
■willing  to  renounce.  The  guarantee  by  Fran9e  of  the  liberty, 
fovereignty.  and  independence  of  the  United  States,  will  add 
nothing  to  our  (ecurity,  while,  on  the  contrary,  our  guarantee  of 
the  poDeilions  of  France  in  America  will  perpetually  expoTe  us  to 
the  rifle  and  expcnfc  of  war,  or  to  difputes  and  queftions concern- 
ing our  national  faith. 

When  Mr.  Genet  was  fent  as  the  minifter  of  the  French  re- 
public to  the  United  States,  its  fituation  was  embarrafled,  and  the 
fuccefs  of  its  meafures  problematical.  In  fuch  circumflances  it 
was  natural  that  France  ihould  turn  her  eye  to  the  mutual  guaran- 
tee ;  and  accordingly  it  was  required,  in  Mr.  Genet's  inftruAions, 
to  be  '<an  elTentiai  claufe  in  the  new  treaty,"  which  he  was  to 
propofe  ;  ar-d  on  the  ground,  that  **  it  nearly  concerned  the  peace 
and  profpcrity  of  the  French  nation,  that  a  people,  whofe  rc- 
fources  incrcafc  beyond  all  calculation,  and  whom  nature  had 
placed  fo  near  their  rich  colonies,  fliould  become  intereAed  by  their 
own  engagements  in  the  prcfervation  of  thofe  iilands.'^  But  at 
this  lime,  France,  powerful  by  her  vidories,  and  fccure  in  her 
triumphs,  may  lefs  regard  the  reciprocal  guarantee  with  the  United 
States,  and  be  willing  to  relinquifh  it.  As  a  fubflitute  for  the  re- 
ciprocal guarantee,  may  be  propofed  a  mutual  renunciation  of  the 
fame  territories  and  polFciTions  that  were  fubjedts  of  the  guarantee 
and  renunciation  in  the  6th  and  i  ith  articles  of  the  treaty  of  alli- 
ance* 
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Such  a  renunciation  on  our  part,  would  obviate  the  rcafoti 

aiBgned  in  the  in(Uii(Sion  to  Mr.  Genet  before  cited,  of  future, 

<bnger  from  the  rapidly  growing  power  of  the  United  States. 

But  if  France  infills  on  the  mutual  guarantee,  it  will  be  neceifary 

to  aim  at  fome  modification  of^  it. 

The  exiiiing  engagement  is  of  that  kind,  which,  by  writers  on 
the  law  of  nations,  is  called  a  general  guarantee ;  of  courfe 
€4^us foederis  can  never  except  in  a  defenfive  war.  The  nature  of 
this  obi  i  eat  ion  is  underiiood  to  be,  that,  when  a  war  really  and 
truly  deKnfive  exifts,  the  engaging  nation  is  bound  to  furniili  an 
efTedual  and  adequate  defence  in  co-operation  with  the  power  at- 
tacked :  whence  it  follows,  that  the  nation  may  be  required,  in 
foioe  ci  re  urn  fiances,  to  bring  forward  its  whole  force.  The 
nature  and  extent  of  the  fuccours  demandahic  not  being  afcer- 
tajncd,  engagements  of  this  kind  are  dangerous  on  account  of 
their  uncertainty :  there  is  always  hazard  of  doing  too  niuch  or 
too  little,  and  of  courfe  of  being  involved  in  involuntary  rupture 

Specific  fuccours  have  the  advantage  of  certainty,  and  are  lefs 
liable  to  occafion  war.  On  the  other  hand,  a  general  guarantee 
allows  a  latitude  for  the  exercife  of  judgment  and  difcrction. 

On  the  part  of  the  United  States,  inftead  of  troops  or  (hips  of 
war,  it  will  be  convenient  to  flipulate  for  a  moderate  fum  of 
money  or  quantity  of  provifions,  at  the  option  of  France :  the 
provifiorrs  to  be  delivered  at  our  own  ports,  in  any  future  defcnfivo 
vars.  The  fum  of  money,  or  its  value  in  provifions,  ought  not 
to  exceed  two  hundred  thoufand  dollars  a  year,  during  any  fuch 
vars.  The  reciprocal  flipulation  on  the  part  of  France  may  be 
tofurnifh  annually  the  like  fum  of  money,  or  an  equivalent  in 
military  (lores  and  clothing  for  troops,  at  the  option  of  the  United 
States,  to  be  delivered  in  the  ports  of  France. 

Particular  caution,  however,  mull  be  ufcd,  in  difcufTing  this 
fobje^l,  not  to  admit  any  claims  on  the  ground  of  the  guarantee 
ia  relation  to  the  exifling  war ;  as  wc  do  not  allow  that  the  cajus 
faderis  applies  to  it.  And  if  the  war  fliould  continue  after  your 
arrival  in  France,  and  the  queflion  of  the  guarantee  fhould  not 
be  mentioned  on  her  part,  you  may  youtfclves  be  filent  on  the 
fabjed,  if  you  deem  it  mofl  prudent. 

It  will  be  proper  here  to  notice  fuch  articles  of  the  treaty  of 
amity  and  commerce  between  the  United  States  and  France,  as 
bave  been  difFerenily  conltrued  by  the  two  governments,  or  which 
it  may  be  expedient  to  amend  or  explain. 

Article  2.  The  aflent  of  the  United  States,  in  their  treaty  with 
Great  Britain,  to  the  dodlrine  of  the  law  of  nations  refpcfting 
coemies  property  in  neutral  (hips,  and  fhip  timber  and  naval  fiorcs, 
and,  in  fome  cafes,  provifions,  as  contraband  of  war,  the  French 
0vernment  has  chofen  toconfider  as  a  voluntary  grant  of  favours, 
IB  rcfpe£l  to  commerce  and  navigation^  to  Great  Britain,  and 
.   .  that 
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ihat  confcqnently  the  fame  favours  have  become  common  to 
France.  '1  his  conftruclion  is  fo  foreign  from  our  ideas  of  the 
meaning  and  dcfign  of  this  article,  it  Ihows  the  neceflity  of  re* 
viewing  all  the  ai tides,  and,  however  clear  they  may  appear,  of 
attempting  to  obviate  future  mifconilru6lions  by  declaratory  ex- 
planations, or  a  change  of  terms. 

Article  5  France  has  repeatedly  contended,  that  the  impofition 
of  50  pir  cent,  per  ton  on  French  veirds  arriving  in  the  United 
States,  is  contrary  to  the  5th  article  of  tlic  tn-aty.  The  argument 
in  fiipport  of  this  pretenlion  is  unknown  ;  but  it  is  prefumed  to 
be  unrounded.  The  reciprocal  iii;lii  of  laying  "  duties  or  im- 
pnils  of  what  nature  focv  r/'  equal  to  thofc  impofed  on  the  raoft 
favoured  nations,  and  without  any  other  rcftridlions,  feems  to  be 
dearly  fuuled  by  the  3d  and  4th  articles..  The  5th  article  appears 
fo  have  been  intended  merely  to  define  and  qualify  the  rights  of 
American  velFels  in  France.  It  is  however  dcfirable  that  the  queftion 
be  underflood,  and  ail  doubts  concerning  it  removed.  But  the  in- 
troduclion  of  a  principle  of  difcrimination  between  the  veflels  of 
different  foreign  nations,  and  in  derogation  of  the  powers  of  Con- 
gpvTs  to  raife  revenue  by  uniform  duties  on  any  objeds  whatever, 
cannot  be  hazarded.  The  nattiralization  of  French  veifels  will  of 
courft*  h'j  coiifidercd  as  inadmiilible* 

Article  8.  The  (lipulation  of  doing  us  good  offices,  to  fecure 
peace  to  the  United  States  with  the  Barbary  powers,  ha»  never 
yet  procured  us  any  advantage.  If,  therefore,  the  Fiench  go» 
vernment  lays  any  (irefs  on  this  (lipulation,  as  authorizing  a  claim 
for  fome  other  engagements  from  us  in  favour  of  France,  it  may 
be  abandoned  ;  and  efpecially  if  its  abrogation  can  be  applied  as  a 
fet-off  againft  fome  exifting  French  claim. 

Article  14.  U  the  alterations  already  propofed  are  made  in  the 
23d  and  24th  articles,  then  the  14th  article,  as  before  obfervedj 
laxii^  be  aboliihed. 

Article  17.  The  conftruSion  put  on  this  article  by' the  govern* 
mcnt  of  the  United  States  is  conceived  to  be  reafonable  and  juft, 
and  is  therefore  to  he  infidcd  on.  The  tribunals  of  the  refpe£live 
countries  will  confcquently  be  judified  in  taking  cognifance  of  all 
captures  made  within  thdr  rc-fpeflive  jurifdi^ions,  or  by  illegal 
privateers  ;  and  thofe  of  one  country  will  be  deemed  illegal  which 
arc  fitted  out  in  the  country  of  the  other  remaining  neutral :  fee- 
ing, to  permit  inch  arming  would  violate  the  neutral  duties  of  the 
latifT. 

It  will  be  expedient  to  fix  explicitly  the  reception  to  be  given  to 
piibiic  fliips  of  war  of  all  nations.  The  French  miniftcrs  have 
«!fmandi(l,  that  the  public  (hips  of  the  enemies  of  France,  which 
at  any  time,  and  in  any  part  of  the  world,  had  made  prize  of  a 
French  v(')lt:l,  ihould  be  excluded  from  the  ports  of  the  United 
btaiLS,  and  although  they  brouLjht  in  no  prize  with  them.     In 
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cppoHtion  to  this  demand,  we  have  contended  that  they  were  to 
be  excluded  only  when  ihey  came  in  with  French  prizes.  And 
the  kind  of  afylum  to  be  afforded,  in  all  other  circumlhmces,  is 
defcribed  in  Mr.  Jeffcrfoirs  letter  to  Mr.  Hammond,  dated  the 
9th  of  September  17931  in  the  following  words:  **  Thiis,  then, 
the  public  ihips  of  war  of  both  nations  (Ens^liili  and  French) 
enjoy  a  perfedt  equality  in  our  ports;  ill,  in  cafes  of  urgent  ne- 
ceflity  ;  2d,  in  cafes  of  comfort  and  convenience  ;  and  3d,  in  the 
lime  they  choofe  to  continue."  And  fuch  Ihcltcr  and  accommo- 
dation are  due  to  the  public  (hips  of  all  nations,  on  the  principle  of 
bofpitarity  among  fritcndly  nations. 

It  will  alfo  be  expedient  explicitly  to  declare,  that  the  right  of 
afylum  ilipulated  for  the  armed  vefTcls  of  France  and  their  prizes 
gives  no  right  fo  make  fale  of  thofe  prizes. 

But  when  prize  ihips  are  fo  difablcd  as  to  be  incapable  of  put- 
ting to  fea  again  until  rehttcd,  and  ^^hen  ihcy  arc  utterly  difablcd, 
fome  provifion  is  necelfary  relative  to  their  cargoes.  liotli  cafts 
occurred  laft  year.  The  government  permitted,  though  vviiii  he- 
ijtation  and  caution,  the  cargoes  to  be  unloaded,  one  of  ihe  vef- 
fels  to  be  repaired,  and  part  of  the  prize  goods  fold,  to  pay  for  tl'.e 
repairs  ;  and  the  cargo  of  the  velVcl  that  was  found  uniit  ever  to 
go  to  fea  again  was  allowed  to  be  exported  as  prize  goods  even 
in  neutral  bottoms.  The  doubts  on  thefo  occalioiis  arofe  from 
the  24th  article  , of  the  Britilh  treatv,  foibidding  the  fale  of  the 
prizes  of  privateers,  or  the  exchanging  of  the  fame  in  any  man* 
acr  whatever.  lhi.t  as  French  prizes  were  entitled  to  an  afylum 
in  our  ports,  it  was  conceived  to  be  a  reafonablc  coiiilrui^tion 
of  it  to  allow  of  fuch  proceedings  as  thofe  above  mentioned,  to 
prevent  the  total  lofs  of  veflels  and  cargoes.  The  25th  article  of 
the  Briiiih  treaty  demands  att  :nlion  ;  and  it,  is  therein  Itipulatcd, 
that  no  future  treaty  (hall  be  made  that  Ihall  be  inconfillent  with 
that  or  the  24th  article.  Anotlier  doubt  arofe,  whether  the  Bri- 
tilh treaty  did  not,  in  good  fiiith,  rL-quire  the  prohibition  of  the 
lale  of  prizes  made  by  the  national  Ihips  of  France,  as  well  as 
of  thofe  made  by  her  privateers  ;  efpecially  feeing  our  trcatv  with 
France  gave  her  no  right  to  fell  any  prizes  whatever  ;  but  Upon 
the  whole  it  was  conceived,  that  the  United  States,  having  before 
allowed  the  fale  of  fuch  prizes,  and  the  proiiihi:ions  in  the  24th 
article  of  the  treaty  b-ing  dillincS^ly  pointed  againit  the  fale  of  the 
prizes  of  privateers,  it  was  thought  proper  to  permit  the  former  - 
pra^iice  to  continue,  until  the  Excctnive  (hoiild  make  and  publilh 
«  prohib'tion  of  the  fale  of  all  prizes,  or  that  Congrefs  ihouid  pafs 
a  prohibitory  law. 

Article  22.     If,  in  new-modelling  the  treaty  with  France,  the 

total  prohibition  of  the  fale  of  prizes  in  the  ports  of  the  pa'riy"" 

jemaining  neutral  ihouid  not  be  agreed  on,  at  leaft  the  right  of 

each  power  to  make  at  its  pleafur^  fuch  prohibition^  whether 
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they  are  prizes  of  national  (hips  or  privateers,  (hould  be  acfcnoir« 
ledged  for  the  reafon  more  than  once  fiigi^efted — to  prevent  m 
repetition  of  claims  upon  unfounded  condrudtions  ;  fuch  as  under 
the  prcfcnt  article,  that  a  prohibition  to  an  enemy  of  either  party 
is  a  grant  to  the  other  of  the  thing  forbidden. 

Articles  23  and  24.  Thefe  have  been  already  confidered,  and 
the  alterations  propofed  have  been  mentioned. 

There  have  been  fo  many  unjull  caufes  and  pretences  affiled 
for  capturing  and  coniifcating  American  vcflfels,  it  inay  perhaps 
be  impofTiblc  to  .guard  againit  a  repetition  of  them  in  any  treaty 
which  can  be  devifcd.  To  flate  the  caufoi  and  pretences  that 
have  been  already  advanced  by  the  government  of  France^  its 
agents  and  tribunals,  as  the  grounds  of  the  capture  and  condemna- 
tion of  American  veilcls  and  cargoes,  would  doubtlefs  give  pain 
to  any  ingenuous  mind  who  (hould  be  employed  on  the  part  of 
France  to  negotiate  another  treaty,  or  a  moJitication  of  the  trea- 
ties which  exirt.  It  is  not  delired,  therefore,  to  go  farther  into 
detail  on  ihefc  matters,  than  (hall  be  neccflfary  to  guard  by  explicit 
(lipulations  againft  future  mifconftrudions,  and  the  mifchiefs  they 
will  naturally  produce. 

Under  pretence  that  certain  ports  were  furrendered  to  the  Kng- 
lifli  by  the  treachery  of  the  P^rcnch  and  Dutch  inhabitants,  Vidlor 
Hiigues  and  Lebas,  the  fpecial  agents  of  the  Kxecuiive  Diredory 
at  Guadaloupe,  have  declared,  that  all  neutral  vefleis  bound  to 
or  from  fuch  ports  (hull  be  good  prize. 

Under  the  pretence  that  the  Britilh  were  taking  all  neutral  vef- 
fels  boi2nd  to  or  from  French  ports,  the  French  agents  at  St.  Do- 
mingo (Santhonax  and  others)  decreed,  that  all  American  vefTels 
bound  to  or  from  EiigiiHi  ports  (hould  be  captured  ;  and  they 
have  fincc  declared  fuch  captured  vcllbls  to  be  good  prize.  The 
French  confuls  in  Spain  have,  on  the  fame  ground,  condemned 
a  number  of  American  veirds,  merely  becaufe  they  were  deftiiicd 
to  or  comiu[^  from  an  Engli(h  port. 

Undjr  the  prtience  that  the  fea-Ietters,  or  palfports,  prefcribed 
by  the  commercial  treaty  for  the  mutual  advantage  of  the  mer- 
chants and  navigators  of  the  two  nations,  to  fave  their  vcfTcIs 
from  detention  and  other  vexations,  when  met  with  at  fca,  by 
prtfenting  fo  clear  a  proof  of  the  property,  are  an  indifpenfable 
document  to  be  found  on  boarrl,  the  French  confifcate  veilcls  def- 
titute  of  them,  even  when  they  acknowledge  the  property  to  be 
American. 

Becaufe  horfes  and  their  military  furniture,  when  deflined  to 
any  c?'.t.*my*s  ports,  are  by  the  24ih  article  of  the  commercial 
treaty  declared  contraband,  and  as  fuch  by  themfelves  only  liable 
to  conlifcaticMi,  HM;;ues  and  Lebas  decreed  all  neutral  velfels  havA 
ing  horfes  or  any  other  contraband  go(»ds  on  board  (hould  be  good 
prize  y  and  tl:ey  accordingly  condemned  veflcls  and  cargoes* 

The 
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The  ancient  ordinances  of  the  French  monarchs  required  a 
Tariety  of  papers  to  be  on  tx)ard  neutral  vcfTcIs,  the  want  of  any 
one  of  which  is  made  a  caufe  of  condemnation ;  ahhough  the  25ta 
article  of  the  commercial  treaty  mentions  what  certificates  {hall 
accompany  the  merchant  vcflels  and  cargoes  of  each  party,  and 
which,  by  every  reafonable  conlirudion,  ought  to  give  them  pro* 
teclion. 

It  will  therefore  be  advi  fable  to  guard  againd  abufes  by  de- 
fcending  to  particulars,  to  defcribe  the  fliip's  papers  which  (ball 
be  required,  and  to  declare,  that  the  want  of  any  other  (hall  not 
be  a  caufe  for  conhfcation  :  to  fix  the  mode  of  manning  vclFels 
IS  to  the  officers,  and  the  proportion  of  the  crews  who  Ihall  be 
citizens ;  endeavouring  to  provide,  in  rcfpedl  to  American  vef- 
fels,  that  more  than  one  third  may  be  foreigners.  This  provifion 
will  he  important  to  the  fouthcrn  Oatcs^  which  have  but  few  na- 
tive feamen. 

The  marine  ordinances  of  France  will  (how  what  regulations 
have  been  required  to  be  obferved  by  allies,  as  well  as  neutral 
powers  in  general,  tn  afccrtain  and  fccure  the  property  of  neu- 
trals. Some  of  thefc  regulations  may  be  highly  proper  to  be 
adopted,  while  others  may  be  inconvenient  and  burdenfome*.  Your 
aim  will  be  to  render  the  documents  and  formalities  as  few  and 
as  fimple  as  will  conliA  with  a  fair  and  regular  commerce. 

Anicles  25  and  27.  Thcfe  two  articles  Ihould  be  rendered 
conformable  to  each  other.  The  27th  fiiys,  that,  aticr  the  exhi- 
bition of  the  pallport,  the  veflcl  Avail  be  allowed  to  pafs  without 
xnolcdation  or  fcarch,  without  giving  her  cliafc,  or  ivMcing  her 
to  quit  her  intended  courfc.  The  25th  requires,  that,  bclults  the 
paSlport,  vclll-ls  Ihall  be  furnillicd  with  certain  ccrliticatcs,  which 
of  coiirfc  mull  alfo  be  exhibited.  It  will  he  expcdicr.t  lo  add, 
that  if,  in  the  face  of  fuch  evidence,  the  armed  veird  will  carry 
the  o:her  into  port,  and  tlic  papers  are  found  conformable  to 
treaty,  the  captors  fliall  be  condemned  in  all  tl'.c  cIiar^cF,  d?.ma<;c5, 
and  mtertlls  iliereof,  which  thcv  ihall  have  c/.r.Ld.  A  ;'ro\iiioii 
cf  this  nanire  is  made  in  t};e  11th  article  ui  our  treaty  wiih  the 
United  Netherlands. 

Article  28.  The  proliibitcd  goods  here  trunt^oncd  have  no 
relation  to  contraband,  but  merely  to  hich  a^-^  by  tlu  law.*?  ot  the 
CfUTitrv  are  forbidden  to  be  exported.  Ye?,  in  ll:c  cafe  of  ex» 
poniTi^  horfes  from  \'ir:nni;i,  wliivih  r.o  hiw  pi  l^ibi'ctl,  in  the 
vbi.'iter  of  i-qO,  tiiirj  artiv'e  v»;'.s  aPDli.d  bv  ti.t*  I'lLric!'.  minirter 
lo  horfi ',  wl.i^h  by  the  I'lcuch  trt.ity  are  con'i:/).!';  I  ot  war. 
Ar.d  a  Ictcr  tr.'«:n  \\v  minilter  to  A  i^lor  Hu-hls  :\ud  Ll  ja-,  in- 
firn.-T.g  them  'h.rit  tl.:;  Am.;ri^*aM  go;  Lrnircnt  uiiM.  d  t<»  prevent 
fuch  txp  -rt  ol  !i',:rv:s  by  ihe  D;iMli,  is  iii.*Je  ci,.*  r:  .'.iitJ  I^k  ir.-^\z 
Utcrte  uSr.vc  tneiitioneJ. 

\''jL.  VII.  •  A  a  .\.  '.'..1'* 
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Artide  30.  The  veffels  of  the  United  States  ot]ght  to  be  aJ- 
hiitted  into  France  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  veflels  of  France 
'are  admitted  into  the  ports  of  the  United  States.  But  fuch  a  idi- 
pulation  ought  not  to  authorize  the  admiflion  of  veflTels  of  either 
Jparty  into  the  ports  of  the  other,  into  which  the  admiflion  of  all 
foreign  veflels  ihall  be  ft»rbidden  by  the  laws  of  France  and  of  the 
tJniied  Slates  rcfpedively.  With  this  reftridion,  the  principles 
of  thp  14th  article  of  the  treaty  with  Great  Britain  afford  a  liberal 
and  unexceptionable  precedent.  A  reftriftion  like  that  here  referred 
to  will  be  found  in  the  firft  paragraph  of  the  third  article  of  the 
Britifh  treaty. 

The  commerce  to  the  French  colonies  in  the  Eaft  and  Weft 
Indies  will  doubtlefs  be  more  or  lefs  reftrifted,  according  to  the 
tifagc  of  other  European  nations.  Yet,  on  account  of  the  difar- 
ranged  condition  of  the  French  navigation,  probably  a  larger  lati- 
tude of  trade  with  their  colonies  will  be  readily  permitted  for  a 
term  of  years :  and  perhaps  the  mutual  advantages  thence  refulting 
will  be  found  fo  great  as  to  induce  afterwards  a  prolongation  of 
that  term,  to  which  the  courfe  or  habit  of  bufincfs  may  contri- 
bute. 

While  between  the  United  States  and  France  there  (hall  fubfift 
ik  perfeft  reciprocity  in  refped  to  commerce,  we  muft  endea- 
vour to  extend  our  trade  to  her  colonics  to  as  many  articles  as 
Jpollible.  Of  thefe  the  moft  important  are,  provifions  of  all  kinds, 
as  beef,  pork,  flour,  butter,  cheefe,  filh,  grain,  pulfc,  live  ftock, 
and  every  other  article  ferving  for  food,  which  is  the  produce  of 
the  country,  horfes,  mules,  timber,  plants,  and  wood  of  all  kinds, 
cabinet  ware,  and  other  manufaftures  of  the  United  States  4  and 
to  obtain  in  return  all  the  articles  of  the  produce  of  thofe  colonies, 
without  exception  ;  at  lead  to  the  value  of  th6  cargoes  carried  to 
thofe  colonies. 

There  have  been  difFeVent  conftru6lions  of  the  con fular  conven- 
tion. The  French  have  contended  for  the  execution  of  their  con- 
fular  decifions  by  the  marflial  or  other  officer  of  the  United  States ; 
and  their  miiiifter  of  jullice  has  formally  ftated,  in  a  report  to  the 
minifter  of  foreign  affairs,  that  the  judicial  fentences  of  the  Amc- 
lican  confuls  in  France  will  be  executed  by  certain  officers  of  Juf- 
tice  in  that  cckmtry.  The  legal  opinion  of  the  law  officers  of'^thc 
United  States,  which  the  government  had  adopted,  oppofes  fuch 
a  conftrudion.  The  French  have  alfo  contended,  that  deferters 
from  French  veflels  ought  to  be  apprehended  by  the  judicial  offi- 
cers of  the  United  States,  upon  other  evidence  than  the  original 
fhipping  paper,  or  role  d'equipage ;  whereas  the  diftridl  judges 
have  in  lifted,  that  tlve  comfular  convention  requires  the  original 
roll  to  be  produced.  This  claim  was  lately  revived  by  theconful- 
general  of  the  French  Republic.     The  correfpondence  on  this 

occafioa 


occafion/will  be  joined  to  the  other  documents  which  accompany 
thcfc  inftruflions. 

The  United  States  cannot  confent  to  the  erefling.of  foreiga 
tribunals  within  their  jnrifdi(5lion.  We  confidcr  the  judicial  au- 
thority of  confuls,  as  defcribed  in  the  confular  convention,  to  bo 
voluntary^  not  compulfory,  in  the  country  where  they  relide;  and 
that  their  decifions,  if  not  obeyed  by  the  parties  refpediveiy,  muft 
be  enforced  by  the  laws  of  their  proper  country  :  and  fuch  a  provi- 
fion  you  will  fee  has  been  made  in  France,  where  a  penalty  o£ 
1400  livres  is  impofcd  on  the  citizen  who  refufcs^  obedience  to  a 
coui'iilar  decifion  in  a  foreign  ftate. 

The  confular  conltitution  will  expire  in  about  fou r. years  ;  and 
if  any  great  difficulties  arife  in  the  fettling  the  terms  of  a  new  onc,^ 
that  which  exifts  muft  take  its  courfe ;  but  if  the  French  govern- 
ment (hould  be  filent  on  the  fubjedl  of  a  confular  convention, 
(ilence  may  be  obferved  on  our  part. 

The  ports  of  the  United  States  being  frequented  by  the  veflcis 
of  different  belligerent  powers,  it  became  neceflarv  to  regulatQ, 
the  times  of  their  failing.  The  Prefident,  therefore,  adopted 
what  was  underftood  to  be  the  received  rule  in  Europe  ;  and  or- 
dered, that  after  the  failing  of  a  veflel  of  one  of  the  belligerent. 
powers,  twenty -four  hours  (hould  elapfe  before  an  armed  veflel 
of  an  enemy  of  the  former  (hould  fct  fail.  This  rule  has  not  beea 
duly  refpedlcd  by  the  armed  velfcls  of  France  and  Great  Britain. 

As  the  tranquillity  of  the  United  States  requires  that  no  hoftile. 
movements  be  commenced  within  their  jurifdiflion,  and  the  inte« 
rcfts  of  commerce  demand  an  entire  freedom  to  the  departure  of 
irtflTcls  from  their  ports,  it  may  be  expedient  exprefsly  to  recog- 
oife  the  above  mentioned  rule. 

It  will  alfo  be  expedient  to  agree  on  the  extent  of  territorial 
jurifdiSion  on  the  fea-coaft,  and  in  what  fituation  bays  and  founds 
may  be  faid  to  be  land-locked,  and  within  the  jurifdidion  of  the 
(bvereign  of  the  adjacent  country. 

On  the  fuppofition  that  a  treaty  will  be  negotiated  to  alter  and 
amend  the  treaties  which  now  exift  between  France  and  the  Unitipd 
States,  the  following  leading  principles,  to  govern  the  negotiation^ 
»e  fubjoined  : 

I.  Confcious  integrity  authorizes  the  government  to  jnfift,  that 
no  blame  or  cenfure  be  dircdlly  or  indiredlly  imputed  to  the 
United  States.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  however  exceptionable 
in  the  view  of  our  own  government,  and  in  the  eyes  of  an  im- 
partial world,  may  have  been  the  conduft  of  France,  yet  flic  may 
\k  unwilling  to  acknowledge  any  aggrcflions,  and  we  do  not  wilh 
to  wound  her  feelings  or  to  excite  rcfcntment.  It  will,  therefore,, 
\e  bcft  to  adopt  on  this  point  the  principle  of  the  Uritifh  treaty, 
and  **  terminate  our  differences  in  fuch  manner,  as,  without  re- 
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fcrring  to  the  merits  of  our  refpcQive  complaints  and  pretentions, 
may  be  the  bed  calculated  to  produce  mutual  fatisfadion  and  good 
underltanding/' 

2.  That  no  aid  be  ftipulaled  in  favour  of  France  during  the  prc- 
Ifcnt  war. 

3.  That  no  engagements  be  made  inconfiftent  with  the  obliga- 
tions of  any  prior  treaty. 

4.  That  no  reftraint  on  our  lawful  commerce  with  any  other 
nation  be  adniiited. 

5.  That  no  rtipulation  be  made,  under  colour  of  which  tri- 
bunals can  be  eftablilhed  within  our  jurifdiflion,  or  perfonal  pri- 
vileges claimed  by  P'rench  citizens,  incompatable  with  the  com- 
plete fovcreij^nty  and  independence  of  the  United  Slates  in  matters 
of  policy,  commerce,  and  government. 

It  \yill  be  expedient  to  limit  the  duration  of  the  treaty  to  a  term 
of  from  ten  to.  twenty  years.     Such  changes  in  the  circumftsmces 
<if  the-two  parlies  are  likely  to  happen  within  either  of  thofe  pe- 
riods, as  to  give  one  or  both  good  reafon  todeHre  a  change  in  the 
conditions  of  the  treaty.     From  this  limitation  may  be  excepted 
fuch  iarticles  a?  are  declaratory  of  a  ftate  of  peace,  or  as  arc  in- 
tended to  regulate  the  conduft  of  the  two  nations  at  the  com- 
mencement of,  or  during  a  ftate  of  war,  or  which  are  founded  in 
jtiorality  and  juftice,  and  are  in  their  nature  of  perpetual  obliga- 
tion.    Of  this  kind  may  be  confidered  the  10th  article  of  the 
treaty  with  Great  Britain  ;  which  therefore  may  very  properly  be 
introduced  into  the  treaty  with  France. 

Finally,  the  great  obje£l  of  the  government  being  to  do  juftice 
fd  France  and  her  citizens,  if  in  any  thing  we  have  injured'them  ; 
to  obtain  juftice  for  the  multiplied  injuries  they  have  committed 
againft  us  ;  and  to  prcferve  peace  ;  your  ftyle  and  manner  of  pror 
cecding  will  be  fuch  as  (hall  moft  diredly  tend  to  fecure  thefe 
obje61s.  There  may  be  fuch  a"  change  of  men  and  meafures  in 
France  as  will  aiithr)rize,  perhaps  render  politic,  the  ufe  of  ftrong 
language,  in  defcribing  the  treatment  we  have  received.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  French  government  may  be  determined  to  fruf- 
trate  the  negotiation,  and  throw  the  odium  on  this  country  ;  in 
which  cafe,  any  thing  like  warmth  and  barfhnefs  would  be  made 
the  pretext.  If  things  remain  in  their  prefent  fituation,  the  ftyle 
of  reprefentaticn  will  unite,  as  much  as  poffiblc,  calm  dignity 
with  limplicity,  force  of  fcntimcnt  with  mildncfs  of  language, 
and  be  calculated  to  imprcfs  an  idea  of  inflexible  peifeverancCj 
rather  than  of  diftruft  or  confidence. 

With  thefe  inftruflions  you  will  receive  the  following  docu- 
ments : 

I.  The  printed  ftate  papers,  containirtg'the  correfponden^e  be- 
tween the  fecretary  of  ftate  and  the  French  minifter,  Mr.  Genet. 

a.  The 
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2.  Thjb  letter  dated  January  i6th,  1797,  from  the  fccrtt'arf 
of  ftate  to  Genera!  Pindcney,  and  the  documents  therein  referred 
to,  in  which  all  the  known  complaints  of  the  French  goyernment^ 
fince  the  recall  of  Mr.  Genet,  are  exhibited  and  difcufl'ed, 

3.  A  report  from  the  fecretary  of  ftate  to  the  Houfe  of  Reprc- 
fcntatives,  dated  the  27th  of  February  1797,  exhibiting  the  ftate 
of  American  claims  which  had  been  prefented  to  the  French  go- 
vernment (but  few  of  which  had  been  fatisfied),  together  vQth 
(ome  other  inibrmation  relative  to  the  depredations  by  the  offi- 
cers and  people  of  that  nation  on  the  commerce  of  the  United 
States. 

4.  A  report  made  by  the  fecretary  of  ftate  to  the  Prefident  of 
the  United  States,  on  the  21ft  of  June  1797,  ^"^  ^7  ^^^  '"^^^  before 
Congrefs  on  the  2 2d. 

5.  Certain  original  depofitions,  protefts,  and  other  papers,  re- 
lative to  the  French  fpoliations  on  the  commerce,  and  perfonal 
infults  and  injuries  to  the  citizens,  of  the  United  States. 

6.  The  documents  laid  before  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  the 
17th  of  May  1797,  relative  to  General  Pinckney's  miflion  to 
Paris,  and  comprehending  fome  papers  relative  to  the  capture  and 
condemnation  of  American  veflTels  by  the  French. 

7.  The  correfpondence  with  the  French  conful-general  Lc-^ 
tombe. 

Timothy  Pickering,  Secretary  of  State, 


Cridenc€  Jqy  Mejfrs*  Pinckney^  Mar/Imll^  and  Gerry ^  Envcys  t9 

France*  ,    . 

John  Adams,  Prefident  of  the  United  States  of  America,  to  tlm 
Executive  Direftory  of  thfe  French  Republic. 

Citizens  Diredors, 

■  DESIROUS  of  terminating  all  differences  between  the  Unite* 

'    Stttes  of  America  and  the  French  republic,  and  of  reftoring  that 

kftnnony  and  good  underftanding,  and  that  commercial  and  triendljr 

imerceurfe,  which,    from  the  commencement  of  their  political 

€0»oexion,  until  lately,  have  fo  happily  fubfiJled,   I  have  nomi- 

Bated,  and  by  and  with  the  advice  and  confent  of  the  Senate  of 

the  United  States,  appointed  Charles  Cotefworth  Pinckney,  John 

Marihall,   and  Elbridge  Gerry,    diftinguifhed  citizens  of  ihefo 

'    States,  jointly  and.fcverally,  envoys  extraordinary  and  minifter^ 

-  plenipotentiary  to  the  French  republic,  for  the  p%rpofe  of  accom- 

j   pliihing  the  great  objeds  above  mentioned  :  wh^cfore  I  pray  ydu, 

■  .Citizens  DirecSiors,  to  give  full  credence  to  what  they  and  each 

I   of  them  (hall  fay  to  you  in  thefe  refpedls,  in  behalf  of  the  United 

iStates, 
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States,  and  alfo  wiien  they  (hallaflbre  yoii  of  the  finceritj  of  onr 
wiihes  for  ihc  welfare  of  the  French  republic. 

Given  under  my  hand,  andthe  great  feal  of  the  United  States 
*  of  America^  at  Phiiadelphia,  the  13th  day  of  July,  in  the 
year  i797>  and  of  the  independence  of  thefe  States  the 
twenty -fccond. 

,  John  Adams* 

By  the  Prcfident  of  the  United  States, 

Timothy  Pickering,  Secretary  of  State. 


Full  Powers  to  Mcffrs.  Plnchney^  Mar/bally  and  Gerrjy  Envoys 

to  France. 

John  Adam.s  Prcfident  of  the  United  States  of  America,  to  all 
whom  thefe  Prefents  fhail  concern,  greeting  : 

KNOW  ye,  That,  for  the  purpofc  of  terminating  all  difFer- 
enccs  between  the  United  Stales  of  America  and  the  French 
republic,  and  of  reftoring  and  confirming  perfedi  harmony  and 
good  underftanding,  and  rc-eftabli(hing  a  commercial  and  friendly 
intercourfe  between  them,  and  repofmg  cfpecial  truft  and  confi- 
dence ill  the  integrity,  prudence,  and  abilities  of  Charles  Cotef-. 
worth  Piuckney,  John  MarlhalU  and  Elbridge  Gerry,  citizens  ' 
of  the  faid  United  States,  I  have  nominated,  and  by  and  with  the 
ardvice  and  ccnfent  of  the  Senate  appointed,  the  faid  Charles 
Cotef  worth  Pinckncy,  John  Marihall,  and  Elbridge  Gerry,  jpintly 
and  feverally,  envoys  extraordinary  and  minifters  plenipotentiary 
of  the  United  States  to  the  French  republic,  hereby  giving  and  • 
granting  to  them,  and  any  and  each  of  thenn,  full  power  and 
authority,  and  alfo  a  general  and  fpecial  command,  for  and  in  the 
name  of  the  United  States,  to  meet  and  confer  with  the  rainiders, 
commiffioners,  or  deputies  of  the  French  republic,  being  furmihed 
mrith  the  like  fuir  powers,  whether  fcparately  or  jointly,  and 
with  them  to  treat,  confult,  and  negotiate,  of  and  concerning  ali 
claims,  and  all  matters  and  ( aufcs  of  difference  fubfifting  between 
the  United  States  and  the  French  republic,  for  the  purpofe  of. 
fatisfying  and  terminating  the  fame  in  a  jufl  and  equitable  man- 
lier ;  and  alfo  of  and  concerning  the  general  commerce  between 
the  United  States  and  France,  and  all  other  the  dominions  of  the 
French  republic  ;  and  to  conclude  and  fign  a  treaty  Or  treaties* 
convention  or  conventions,  touching  the  premifcs ;  tranfmitting 
the  fame  to  the  Prefident  of  the  United  States  of  America  for  his 
final  ratification,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  confent  of  the  Se- 
nate of  the  United  States,  if  fuch  advice  and  confent  (hall  be 
given. 

la 
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In  tdljmony  whereof,  -I  have  caufej.  the  fcal  of  the  Untted 
Sutes  to  be  hereunto  affixed. 

Given  under  my  hand  at  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  the  22i 
day  of  June,  in  the  year  of  oun  Lord  1797,  and  of  the 
independence  of  the  United  States  of  America  the  twent)* 
firft, 

John  Adams* 
By  the  Prefidcnt  of  the  United  States, 

Timothy  Fickeking,  Secretary  of  State, 


Department  of  State^  jfprll  jy   1798* 

THE  names  dcfignatcd  by  the  letters  W.  X.  Y.  Z.  in  the  fol- 
lowing copies  of  letters  from  the  envoys  of  the  United  States  Xa 
Jhc  French  republic,  are,  in  the  originals,  written  at  full  length, 
in  ciphers.  For  the  fame  reafon  that  (ingle  letters  are  thus  taken 
•0  defignate  certain  pcrfons  named  in  the  letters^  other  wordk 
ifcriptivc  of  iliem  are  omitted. 

Timothy  Pickerixg. 


No.  I. 
Dear  Sir,  Paris^  0*7.22,  1797. 

ALL  of  us  having  arrived  at  Paris  on  the  evening  of  the  4th 
inftant,  on  the  nrxt  dny  \vc  vcibaliy  arJ  unofTicially  informed 
the  miniftcr  ol  torch::n  atfairs  thcrcwiih,  arid  tlclircd  lo  know  \%hcn 
he  would  be  at  kilurc  to  receive  one  ot  our  Iccrctaiics  with  the 
oScial  notiticatiou.  He  appointed  the  next  day  at  two  o'clock  , 
when  Major  Rui!cJl:c  waited  on  him  with  the  following  letter: 

**  Citizen  Miniflcr, 

**  The  United  Sialc.>  of  Anirrica  being  dcfiroiis  of  terminating 
all  differences  between  tlicni  and  the  French  republic,  and  of  re- 
floringthat  harmony  mj\  lynul  undcrllanJing,  and  that  commercial 
and  friendly  intercourfe,  which  from  the  coMinion  cement  of  their 

P^ilifical  connexion,  until  lately,  have   fo  happily   fubfirted,  the 
rcfident  has  nominated,  and  by  and  wiih  the  advice  of  the  Senate, 
kas  appointed  u<,  tl'.e   uiuIerlii^neJ,  jijlntlv  and   leverally,  envo)^ 
extraordinary  aiul  uuuiiKTs  plenipotentiary  to  tfiy  trench  rcpub- 
h"c,   fc»r  the   purpofe   of  accomplilhing   the(c  |;reat   objcdls.      In 
purf.ar.cj  of  fuv.h   norination   and   appointment,  and  with  fuch 
ricw,   having  come  to  I*a:i^,   v,c  willi,   Cili/.en  Miniller,  to  wait 
On  \<»u  at  any  hour  \ou  vviil  I)e  pleafed  to  appoint,  to  prcfent  the 
e»  pv  r)f  our  let:(r<;  of  ercdcpce  ^  and  whilil  ^^t  evince  our  fmcerc 
ar.-l  aiJjnt  deilre  l\)r  thj  Ipeeciy  reiloraiion  of  tVieudlbip-and  har- 
jt'-r;;.   I^ttwcen  the  two  republics,   wc  flatter  ourfclves  with  your 

2  concurrence 
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conniTTcnce  in  the  accomplifliment  of  this  defirable  event.  Wi 
icqncft  you  will  accept  the  aflurancc  of  our  perfcfl  cftcem  am 
coniideration. 

•«  Paii§,  06t.  6th,  in  the  21ft  year  of 
American  independence. 

(Signed)  "Chat^les  Cotesworth  Pikckney. 
*'  John  Marshall. 
"  Elbridge  Gerry."   . 

To  this  letlcr  the  minifler  gave  a  verbal  anfwer,  that  he  wcold 
fee  us  the  day  ufter  the  mofrow  (the  8th)  at  one  o'clock.  Accord- 
ingly at  that  hour  and  day  we  wai;ed  on  the  minifter  at  his  houfc 
where  his  office  is  held,  when,  being  informed  he  wtis  not  a 
home,  the  fecretary  general  of  the  department  told  Major  Rue 
ledge,  that  the  minifler  was  obliged  to  wait  on  the  Diredory,  an* 
requefted  he  would  fufpend  our  vifit  till  three  o'clock ;  at  whic 
hour  we  called.  The  minifter  we  found  was  then  engaged  wit 
the  Porlugucfe  minillcr,  who  retired  in  about  ten  minutes,  whei 
v.'c  were  intr6du^ed,  and  produced  the  copy  of  our  letters  of  ere 
dence,  which  the  minifter  pcnifed  and  kept.  He  informed  U5, 
•*  that  the  Uireftory  had  required  him  to  make  a  repoit  relative 
to  the  fituation  of  the  United  States  w^th  regard  to  France,  which 
he  was  then  about,  and  which  would  be  finiflied  in  a  few  days, 
when  he  would  let  lUS  know  what  fteps  were  to  follow."  Wc 
alkcd  if  cards  of  hofpiiality  were  in  the  mean  time  rkeceflary? 
He  fald  they  were,  and  that  they  fljould  be  delivered  to  us ;  and 
lie  immediately  rung  for  his  fecretary,  and  direfled  him  to  make 
them  out.  The  convcrfation  was  carried  on  by  him  in  FrcVichj 
and  by  us  in  our  own  language. 

The  next  day  the  cards  of  hofpitality  were  fent  to  us  and  oui 
fecretarics,  in  a  ftyle  fuitablc  to  onr  official  charad^er. 

On  Saturday  the  14th,  Major  Mf>untflorcnce  informed  Gene- 
ral Pinckncy,  that  he  had  a  convcrfation  with  Mr.  Ofmond,  th< 
private  and  confidential  fecretary  of  the  minifter  of  foreign  af 
fairs  who  told  him,  il.at  the  Dire<Slory  were  greatly  exafperatec 
at  fome  parts  of  the  Prelideni's  fpcech  at  the  opening  of  the  laf 
feffion  of  Congrefs,  and  would  require  an  explanation  of  thcnr 
irom  us.  The  particular  parts  were  not  mentioned.  In  anothei 
converfation  on  the  fame  day,  the  fecretary  informed  tl>e  major 
that  the  minifter  had  ^old  him  it  was  probable  we  Ihould  not  haw 
a  public  audience  of  the  Dircftory  till  fuch  time  as  our  ncgotia 
tion  was  linilhcd ;  that  probably  perfons  might  be  appointed  U 
treat  with  us ;  but  they  would  report  to  him,  and  he  would  havi 
the  direction  of  the  negotiation.  The  major  did  not  concca 
from  Mr.  Ofmond  his  intention  to  communicate  thefc  conver 
lations  to  us. 

la  the  morning  of  Odober  the  18th,  Mr.  W  .,  of  th< 

i  houf( 
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houfc  of  >  called  on  General  Pinckney,  and  informed 

him,  that  a  Mr*  X.  who  was  in  Paris,  and  ivhom  the -general 
had  feen  ,  was  a  gentleman  of  confiderable  credit 

and  reputation  ,  and  that  we  might  place  great 

idiance  on  him. 

In  the  evening  of  the  £une  day^  Mr.  X.  called  on  General 
PxDckney,  and  after  having  fat  fome  time  ;  whif- 

pered  him,  that  he  had  a  melfage  from  M.  Talleyrand  to  commu- 
nicate, when  he  was  at  leifure.  General  Pinckney  immediately 
withdrew  with  him  into  another  room  ;  and  when  they  were  aloiie, 
Mr.  X.  faid,  that  he  was  charged  witfa  a  bufinefs  in  which  he 
ns  a  novice;  that  he  had  been  acquainted  with  M.  Talleyrand 

I  that  he  was  fure  he  had  a  great  re- 
gird  for  [America]  and  its  citizens ;  and  was  very  defirous  that  4 
^conciliation  ihould  be  brought  about  with  France;  that  todfec- 
tuate  that  end,  he  was  ready ,  if  it  was  thought  proper,  to  fiiggeft 
1  plan,  confidentially,  that  M.  Talleyrand  expedl^  wouid  an* 
fwer  the  purpofe. 

General  Pinckney  faid,  he  (hould  be  glad  to  hear  it.     M.  X« 

Jilicd,  that  the  Diredory,  and  particularly  two  of  the  men^bers 
it,  were  exceedingly  irritated  at  fome  paffages  in  the  Prciident's 
speech,  and  defired  that  they  (hould  be  foftened  ;  and  that  this 
Bep would  be  neceflary  previous  to  our  reception:  that  befides 
Aisi  a  fum  of  money  was  required  for  the  pocket  of  the  Direc* 
torfaDdmimders,  which  Would  be  at  the  difpofal  of  M.  Talleyr 
akI;  and  that  a  loan  would  alfo  be  infixed  on.     M.  X.  faid,  if 
^acceded  to  thefe  meafures,  M.  Talleyrand  had  no  doubt  that 
dour  differences  with  France  misht  be  accommodated.     On  iur 
jury,  M.  X.  could  not  point  out  the  particular  paifages  of  the 
V^h  that  had  given  oflFence,  nor  the  quantum  of  the  loan ;  but 
oicntioned  that  the  douceur  for  the  pocket  was  twelve  hundred 
tboufand  livres,  about  fifty  thoufand  pounds  fterling.     General 
Finckney  told  him,  his  colleagues  and  himfelf*  from  the  time  of 
cir  arrival  here,  had  been  treated  with  great  flight  and  difrefpedt; 
I  Ibt  they  earneftly   wifhed    for  peace   and  reconciliation   with 
ifnuice ;  and  had  been  entruAed  by  their  country  with  very  great 
fowcn  to  obtain  thefe  ends,   on  honourable  terms:    that  with 
JiKard  to  the  propofitions  made,  he  could  not  even  confider  of 
Oeos  before  he  had  communicated  them  to  his  colleagues :  that 
.'after  he  had  done  fo,  he  (hould  hear  from  him.     After  a  commu* 
.Ijtcation  and  confultation  had,  it  was  agreed,  that  General  Pinck- 
iitf  (hould  call  on  M.  X.  and  requcft  him  to  make  his  propoii- 
4ibiis  to  us  all ;  and  for  fear  of  mistakes  or  mifapprehenfion,  that 
^  (hould  be  requefted  to  reduce  the  heads  into  writing.     Accord- 
,iig|y,  on  the  morning  of  0£lober  the  19th,  General  Pinckney 
tilled  on  M.  X.  who  confented  to  fee  his  colleagues  in  the  eyen- 
^ig,  and  to   reduce  his  propofitions  to  writing.     He  faid,   his 
Vol.  VII.  B  b  conunu- 
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communication  was  not  immediateiy  with  M.  Talleyrand,  bu 
through  aiiother  gentleman,  in  whom  M.  Talleyrand  had  grca 
iconfitfence.     This  proved  afterwards  lo  be  M.  Y. 

At  fix  in  the  evening  M.  X.  came,  and  left  with  us  the  firft  f< 
of  propofitions ;  which,  traniluted  from  the  French,  arc  as  fol 
lows  :  *^  A  perfon  who  poflelTcs  the  confidence  of  the  Direftory 
on  what  relates  to  the  affairs  of  America,  convinced  of  the  mutus 
advantages  which  would  refult  from  the  rc-eflablifhment  of  th 
good  undcrftanding  between  the  two  nations,  purpofes  to  cmpic 
all  of  his  influence  to  obtain  this  objcft. — He  will  aflift  the  con 
tniflioncrsof  ihc  United  States  in  all  the  demands  which  they  m 
have  to  make  from  the  government  of  France,  inafmuch  as  tiM 
may  not  be  contradldlory  to  thofe  which  he  propofes  himfelf 
make,  and  of  which  the  principal  will  be  communicated  confide 
tially.  It  is  defired  that  in  the  official  communications  th^ 
Ihould  be  e;iven  a  foftening  turn  to  a  part  of  the  Prcfident's  fpe^ 
to  Congrefsj  which  has  caufed  much  irritation.  It  is  feared  tYi 
in  not  I'atisfyini;  certain  individuals  in  this  refpe£t,  they  may  g/v 
way  to  ail  their  rcfentment.  The  nomination  of  commiflioner 
will  be  confented  to  on  the  fame  footing  as  they  have  been  namei 
in  the  treaty  with  England,  to  decide  on  the  reclamations  whid 
individuals  of  America  may  make  on  the  government  of  FrancC; 
or  on  French  individuals.  The  payments  which,  agreeably  tc 
the  dccifions  of  the  commiflioners,  fhall  fall  to  the  ftiare  of  th< 
French  government,  are  to  be  advanced  by  the  American  govern 
'mcnt  itfelf.  It  is  defired  that  the  funds  which  by  this  mean 
*ihall  enter  again  into  the  American  trade,  (hould  be  employed  i; 
r.eW  fupplics  for  the  French  colonies.  Engagements  of  thi 
nature  on  the  part  of  individuals  reclaiming  viiil  always  haftcr 
in  all  probability,  the  decifibns  of  the  French  commilTioners :  an 
p(.rhap<:  ir  may  be  defired  that  this  claufe  fhould  make  a  part  of  th 
inftruvTiions  which  the  government  of  the  United  States  Ihoul 
give  to  the  commifliioners  they  may  choofei 

•*  The  French  government  defircs.  belides,  to  obtain  a  loan  fror 
the  United  States;  bu'  fo  that  that  (hould  not  give  any  jealoul 
to  the  Englilh  government,  nor  hurt  the  neutrality  of  the  Unit^ 
States.  This  loan  fhall  be  maflced,  by  ftipulating,  that  \Y 
government  of  the  United  States  confents  to  make  the  advanci 
for  the  payment  of  the  debts  contraded  by  the  agents  of  il; 
French  government  with  the  citizens  of  the  United  States ;  an 
which  are  already  acknowledged,  and  the  payment  ordered  by  tYi 
Direfti.ry,  hut  without  having  been  yet  cfreduatcd. — Thci 
fhould  be  dcliviTcd  a  note  to  the  amount  of  thefc  debts,  Prob: 
bly  thiN  note  may  be  accompanied  by  oftcnfible  pieces,  which  wi 
guarantee  to  the  agents  the  refponfibility  of  the  United  States,  i 
Cafe  anv  umbrage  Ihould  caafe  an  inquirv.  There  (hall  alfo  b 
•         •'   •  .     '  fir 
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iA  taken  from  this  loan  certain  fums,  for  the  purpofc  of  making 
thccuftomary  diftribuiions  in  diplom;it"c  afTiirs." 

The  perfon  of  note  mcntiont  J   in  the  minutes,  who  had  tho 
coafideRce  of  the  Direciory,  he  UiJ,  before  us  all,  was  M.  Tal- 
kyrand.     The  amount  of  the  luan  he  could  not  afcertain  pre-, 
ciicly,  but  underllood  it  would  be  according  to  our  ability  to  pay. 
— ^The  fum  which  would  be  conPidercd  as  proper,  according  to 
the  diplomatic  ufage,  was  about  twelve  hundred  thoufand  livres. 
He  could  not  ftatc  to  us  what  parts  of  the  Prefident^s  fpeech  were 
^^epted  to,  -but  faid  he  would  inquire  and  inform,  us.      He 
^gitcd  tobreakfafl  with  Mr.  Gerry  the  morning  of  21  ft,  in  order, 
tomake  fuch  explanations  as  we  had  then  requefted,  or  (hould 
Uiiok  proper  to  rcquefl :  but  on  the  morning  of  the  20th,  M.  X. 
called,  and  faid,  that  M.  Y.  the  confidential  friend  of  M.  Tal- 
Icjrand,  inflead  of  communicating  with  us  through  M.  X.  would 
USt  us  himfcif,  and  make  the  necetTary  explanations.     We  ap- 
pointed to  meet  him  the  evening  of  the  20th,  at  feven  o'clock,  ia 
General  MarihaU's  room.     At  icven,  M.  Y.  and  M.  X.  entered; 
and  the  firlt  mentioned  gentleman,  being  introduced  to  us  as  the 
confidential  friend  of  M.  Talleyrand,  immediately  dated  to  us  the 
favourable  imprcilions  of  that  gentleman  towards  our  country, 
imprcflions  which  were  made  by  the  kindnefs  and  civilities  he 
had  pcrfonally  received  in  America :  that,  imprelTed  by  his  fuli- 
citude  to  repay  thefe  kindneffes,  he  was  willing  to  aid  us  in  the 
f    prefent  negotiation  by  his  good  offices  with  the  DireAory,  who 
were,  he  faid,  extremely  irritated  againft  the  government  of  the 
United  Siaicb,  on  account  of  fome  parts  of  the  Prefident's  fpccch, 
ar.J  who  had  neither  acknowledged  nor  received  us,  and  confe- 
(jucntly  have  not  authorized  M.  Talleyrand  to  have  any  commu- 
nications  with  us.     The  minifter,  therefore,  could  not   fee  us 
himfcif,  but  had  authorized  his  friend  M.  Y.  to  communicate  to 
LS  certain  propofitions,  and  to  receive  our  anfwers  to  them — and 
to  promifc  on  his  part,  that  if  we  would  engage  to  confider  them 
as  tJ.c  bafis  of  the  propofed  negotiation,  he  would  intercede  with 
the  Directory  to  acknowledge  us,  and  to  give  us  a  public  audience. 
M.  \,  Haled  to  us  explicitly  and  repeatedly,  that  he  was  clothed 
iKith  no  authority;  that  he  was  not  a  diplomatic  charade r ;  that 
he  was  not 

he  was  only  the  friend  of  M.  Talleyrand,  and  trufted  by  him  ; 
that  ui:li  regard  to  himfelf,  he  had 

«nJ  that  lie  earneilly  wiihed  well  to  the  United  States.  He  then 
Jwk  out  of  his  pocket  a  French  tranflation  of  the  Prefidcnt's 
(pecch,  the  parts  ot  which  objcfted  to  by  the  DireSory  were 
rriirkcd  a^^reeably  to  our  requclt  to  M.  X.  and  are  contained  in 
tli-'txhibii  A.  Then  he  made  us  the  fccond  fct  of  propofitions, 
'iii-h  Vi\rc  liiiflatcd  by  him  aqd  written  by  M.   X,  in  our  prc- 

i>  b  a  fence, 
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fence,  am J  delivered  to  us,  and  which,  tranflated  from  the  Frenchj 
are  as  follows : 

.<*  There  is  demanded  a  formal  difavowal  in  writing,  declaring 

chat  the  fpeech  ot  the  citizen  prefldent  Barras  did  riot  contain  an] 

thing  ofTenfive  to  the  gQvernment  of  the  Uiuted  States,  nor  an) 

thing  which  deferved  the  epithets  contained  in  the  whole  para* 

graph :  fecondly,  reparation  is  demanded  for  the  article  by  whict 

it  mall  be  declaftd,  that  the  decree  of  the  Dirc£loiy  there  men 

tioned  did  not  contain  any  thing  contrary  to  the  treaty  of  1778 

and  had  none  of  thofe  fatal  confequences  that  the  paragraph  re 

l^paches  to  it :  thtrdly,  it  is  demanded,  that  there  (hould  be  ar 

acknowlecj^ment,  in  writing,  of  the  depredations  exercrfed  01 

cur  trade  by  the  Englifh  and  French  prirateers:  fourthly,  th^ 

government  of  France,  faithful  to  the  profeflion  of  public  faitl 

which  it  has  made  not  to  intermeddle  in  the  internal  ailairs  c 

foreign  governments  with  which  it  is  at  peace,  would  look  upoi 

this  paragraph  as  an  attack  upon  its  loyalty,  if  this  was  intende 

by  the  Prefident. — It  demands,  in  confequence,  a  formal  dechra 

lion,  that  it  is  not  the  government  of  France  nor  ks  agents  tha 

this  paragraph  meant  to  defignate.      In  confideration  of  theft 

reparations;,  the  French  republic  is  difpofed  to  renew  with  tiic 

.United  States  of  America  a  treaty  which  (hall  place  them  rccipro* 

cally  in  the  fame  (late  that  they  were  in  1778. 

**  By  this  new  treaty^  France  (hall  be  placed,  with  refped  Xt 
the  Vnitcd  States,  exaiflly  on  the  fame  footing  as  they  (land  witi 
England,,  in  virtue  of  the  lad  treaty  which  has  been  conclude^ 
between  them*  A  fecrct  article  of  this  new  treaty  would  be  : 
loan  Xo  be  made  by  the  United  States  to  the  French  republic ;  an* 
once  agreed  upon  the  amount  of  the  loan,  it  would  be  endea 
voured  to  confult  the  convenience  of  the  United  States  with  re 
fpeft  to  the  beft  method  of  preventing  its  publicity." 

On  reading  the  fpeech,  M.  Y.  dilated  very  much  upon  th 
keennefs  of  the  rcfentment  it  had  produced,  and  expatiate 
largely  on  the  fatisfa£tion  he  faid  was  indifpenfably  neceflary  as 
preliminary  to  negotiation.  "  But,"  faid  he,  **  Gentlemen, 
will  not  difguifc  from  you,  that,  this  fatisfadion  being  made 
the  effential  part  of  the  treaty  remains  to  be  adjofted:**  ilfauia 
Vargtnt^^iljaut  tcaucoup  d' argent :  **  You  muli  pay  money,  yo 
muft  pay  a  great  deal  of  money."  He  fnoke  much  of  the  forc< 
the  hoaonr,  and  the  jealous  republican  pride  of  France ;  an 
reprefcnted  to  us  ilrongly  the  advantages  which  ^e  (hould  deriv 
from  the  neutrality  thus  to  be  purchafcd.  He  (aid,  that  th 
tiiiwipt  of  the  money  might  be  fo  difguifed  as  to  prevent  its  bein 
conlidcrcd  as  a  breach  of  neutrality  by  England  ;  and  thus  fave  t 
from  being  embroiled  with  tliat  power.  Concerning  the  tweh 
hundred  thoufand  livrcs  little  was  faid  ;  that  being  completel 
undcrllood  on  all  fides  to  be  required  for  the  officers  of  govern 

meni 
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nent,   and  therefore  needing  no  further  ~  explanation.     Thefci 
propofittonSy  he  tM,  being  confidered  as  the  admitted  bafis  of 
the  propofed  treaty,  M.  Talleyrand  {rufted,  th^,  by  his  influ- 
ence with  the  Directory,  he  could  prevail  on  the  government  to 
leceive  us.     We  afkcd,  whether  we  were  to  confider  it  a&  certain 
that,  without  a  previous  ftipulation  to  the  ctkA  requiredi   we 
were  not  to  be  received?     He  anfwered,  that  M.  Talleyrand 
himfelf  was  not  authorized  to  fpeak  to  us  the  will  of  the  Dtrec- 
lory,  and  confcquently  could  not  authorize  him.     The  Convcrfa^ 
tioa  continued  till  half  after  nine,    when  they  left  lis>  having 
engaged  to  breakfafl  with  Mr.  Gerry  the  next  morning. 

Odober  21ft,  M.  X.  came  before  nine  o'clock ;  M;  Y.  did 
not  come  until  ten  ;  he  had  pafled  the  morning  with  M.  Tallcy- 
nnd.     'After  breakfaft  the  fubjed  was  immediately  refumed» 
He  reprefented  to  us  that  we  were  not  yet  acknowledged  or 
leaived;    that  the  Diredlory  were  fo  exafperated' againft  the 
United  States,  as  to  have  come  to  a  determination  to  demand 
fromuSy  previous  to  our  reception,   thofc  difavowals,  repara- 
do&s,  and  explanations,  which  were  fiated  at  large  lad  evening* 
HeCiidy  that  M.  Talleyrand  and  himfelf  were  extremely  fenfible 
rf die  pain  we  mud  feel  in  complying  with  this  demand;  but  that 
HicDireflory  would  not  difpenfe  with  it:  that  therefore  wc  mufl: 
confider  it  as  the  indifpcnfable  preliminary  to  obfain  our  recep- 
tion ;  unlefs  we  could  find  the  means  to  change  their  detcrmina^ 
tion  in  this  particular :  that  if  we  fatisfied  the  Diredlory  in  thefe 
futicularsy  a  letter  would  be  written  to  us,  to  demand  the  extent 
of  our  powers,  and  to  know  whether  we  were  authorized  toplacs 
them  precifeiy  on  the  fame  footing  with  England  ?*— whether,  he 
fiud,  our  full  powers  were  really  and  fubftantially  full  powers  ^ 
or,  like  thofe  of  Lord  Malmefbury,  only  illufory  powers  ?  That^ 
jf  to  this  demand  our  anfwer  fhould  be  affirmative,  then  France 
would  confent  that  coinmiflioners  {hould  be  appointed  to  afcer'- 
tain  the  claims  of  the  United  States,  in  like  manner  as  under  our 
treaty  with  England ;  but  from  their  jurifdidtion  muft  be  with-' 
'    ^wn  thofe  which  were  condemned  for  want  of  a  rele  tT equipage 'f 
that  being  a  point  on  which  Merlin,  while  minifter  of  juftice, 
bad  written  a  treatife,  and  on  which  the  Diredory  were  decided* 
There  would,  however,  be  no  objection  to  our  complaining  of 
diefe  captures  in  the  courfe  of  the  negotiation  ;  and  if  we  could 
I    omvince  Merlin  by  our  reafoning,  the  minifter  would  himfelf  be 
I  'latisfied  with  our  fo  doing.     Wc  required  an  explanation  of  that 
l^'^rt  of  the  converfatton,  in  which  M.  Y.  had  hinted  at  our  find* 
\  Mg  means  to  avert  tlie  demand  concerning  the  Prefident's  fpeech. 
He  anfwered,  that  he  was  not  authorized  to  ftate  thofe  means, 
l^-imtthat  we  mud  fearch  for  them,  and  propofe  them  ourfelves. 
I  Jf,  however,  we  aflced  his  opinion  as  a  private  individual,  and 
woehl  receive  it  as  coming  from  him,  he  would  fugged  to  us  th« 

mean  I 
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mcnns  wWh,  in  his  opinion^  u^ould  fucceed.     On  being  aflced 
to  fuggert  the  means,  he  anfwered,  Money ;  that  the  Diredory 
were  jealous  of  its  own  honour,,  and  of  the  honour  of  the  nation  ; 
that  it  infiRed  on  receiving  from  us  the  fame  refpcft  with  which 
ve  had  treated  the  King ;  that  this  honour  miril  be  maintained 
m  the  manner  before  required,  unlefs  we  fubdituted  in  the  place 
of  thofe  reparations  fomething  perhaps  more  valuable,  that  was, 
money.  He  faid  farther,  that  if  we  deiired  him  to  point  out  the  fum 
which  he  believed  would  be  fati'sfadlory,  he  would  do  fo.      We 
requeftcd  him  to  proceed  ;  and  he  faid,  that  there  were  thirty- 
two  millions  of  florins  6{  Dutch  infcriptions,  worth  ten.  (hillings 
in  the  pound,  which  might  be  afligncd  to  us  at  twenty  (hillings 
in  the  pound  ;  and  he  proceeded  to  liate  to  tis  the  certainty,  that^ 
after  a  peace,  the  Dutch  government  would  repay  us  the  money  ;, 
fo  that  we  (hould  ultimately  lofc  nothing  ;  and  thaonly  operation 
of  the  meafure  would  be  an  advance  from  us  to  France  of  thirty- 
two  millions  on  the  credit  of  the  government  of  Holland.     We 
aflced  him,  whether  the  fifty  thoufand  pounds  fieri ing  as  a  douceur 
to  the  Directory  mufl  be  in  addition  to  this  fum  r  He  anfwered 
us  in  the  afHrmative.     We  told  him,  that  on  the  fubjedi  of  the 
treaty  wc  had  no  hefitation   in  faying,  that  our  powers  were 
ample  :  that  on  the  other. points  propofcd  to  us  we  would  retire 
into  another  room^  and  return  in  a  few  minutes  with  our  anfwer. 
We  committed  immediately  to  writing  the  anfwer  wc  pro- 
pofed  in  the  following  words  :  ''  Our  powers,  refpcfting  a  treaty, 
are  ample  ;  but  the  propofition  of  a  loan  in  the  form  of  Dutch 
infcriptions,  or  in  any  other  form,  is  not  within  the  limits  of 
our   inflru^lions ;    upon  this  point,    therefore,   the  government 
xnuil  be  confiilted :  one  of  the  American  minillcrs  will,  for  the 
purpofe,  forthwith  embark  for  America  ;  provided  the  Dircdory 
will  fufpend  all  farther  captures  on  American  vefl'els,  and  will 
fufpend  proceedings  on  thofe  already  captured,  as  well  where  they 
have  been  already  condemned,  as  where  the  dccihons  have  not  yet 
been  rendered ;  and  that  where   fales  have  heen  made,  but  the 
money  not  yet  received  by  the  captors,  it  (liall  not  be  paid  until 
the  preliminary  quefUons,  propofcd  to  the  miniftcrs  of  the  United 
States,  be  difculFcd  and  decided  :'*  which  was  read  as  a  verbal 
anfwer  ;  and   we  told  them,  they  might  copy  it  if  they  pleafed. 
M.  Y.  refufcd  to  do  fo  ;  his  diiappointment  was  apparent ;  he 
faid,  we  treated  the  money  part  of  the  propofition  as  if  it  had 
proceeded  from  the  Diredoiy  ;  whereas,  in  faft,  it  did  not  pro- 
ceed even  from  the  minlflcr,  but  was  only  a  fuggeflion  from  him- 
felf,  as  a  fubdttutc  to  be  propofed  by  us,  in  order  to  avoid  the 
painful  acknowledgment  that  the  Diredory  had  determined  to 
demand  of  us.     It  was  told  him,  that  we  undcrftood  that  matter 
perfcAly  ;  that  we  knew  the  propofition  was  in  form  to  be  ours  } 
but  that  it  came  fubdantially  from  the  miniflcr.     We  aikod  what 
I  '  had 


(    i9«    J 

haKi  led  tp  our  prefejnt  converfatiDn }  And  General  Pinckney  then 
repeated  the  firft  comnnunicaiion  from  M.  X.  f  to  the  whole  of 
whnch  that  gentleman  affented),  and  wc  obfcrved,  that  thofc  gen- 
tlemen had  brought  no  tcdimonials  of  their  fpeaking  any  thing 
from  authority  ;  but  that  relying  on  the  fair  charafters  they 
bore,  wc  ha  1  believed  them  when  they  faid  they  were  from  the 
minifter,  a;  d  l.ad  converfcd  with  them  in  like'inanncr  as  if  wc  i 
were  converfmg  with"  M.  Talleyrand  himfelf :  and  that  wc  codld 
not  confider  any  fiiggeftion  M.  Y.  had  made  as  not  having  been  . 
prcvioufly  approved  of ;  but  yet,  if  he  did  not  choofe  to  lake  a 
memorandum  in  writing  of  our  anfwer,  we  had  no  wi(h  that  he 
ihould  do  fo :  and  farther,  if  he  chofe  to  give  the  anfwer  to  his  pro- 
pofuion  the  form  of  a  propofition  from  ourfclves,  we  could  only 
tell  him,  that  we  had  no  other  propofition  to  make,  relative  to 
any  advance  of  money  on  our  part ;  that  America  had  fuilained- 
deep  and  heavy  lolFes  by  French  depredations  on  our  commerce,/ 
and  that  France  has  alleged  To  [many]  complaints  againfl  the 
United  States,  that  on  thofe  fubjcdts  we  came  fiilly  prepared,  and 
wcie  not  a  little  furprifed  to  find  France  unwilling  to  hear  us; 
and  making  demands  upon  us  which  could  never  have  been  fuf- 
peded  by  our  government,  and  which  had  the  appearance  of  our 
being  the  aggrefling  party.  M.  Y.  expreifed  himfelf  vehemently 
on  the  refentment  of  France  ;  and  complained,  that  inftead  6( 
our  propofing  fome  fubftitute  for  the  reparations  demanded  of  tis, 
wc  were  ftipulating  certain  conditions  to  be  performed  by  the  Di- 
Jtdory  itfelf ;  that  he  could  not  take  charge  of  fuch  propofi- 
tjons  ;  and  that  the  Directory  would  perfiit  in  its  demand  of  thofe 
reparations  which  he  had  at  firfl  ftated.  We  anfwered,  that  we 
could  not  help  it :  it  was  for  the  Dire£lory  to  determine  what 
courfe  its  own  honour  and  the  interefts  of  France  required  it  to 
^urfue:  it  was  for  us  to  guard  tl  e  intereds  and  honour  of  our 
country.  M.  Y.  obfervcd,  that  we  had  taken  no  notice  of  the 
firft  propofition,  which  was,  to  know  whether  we  were  ready 
to  make  the  difavowal,  reparations,  and  explanations  concern- 
ing the  Prefident's  fpeech.  We  told  him  that  we  fuppofed  it  to 
be  impoffible  that  cither  he  or  the  minifter  could  imagine  that 
iiich  a  propofition  could  require  an  anfwer:  that  we  did  not  un« 
itcrftand  it  as  being  feriouily  expeded,  but  merely  as  introdu£lory 
fo  the  fnbjcfls  of  real  confidcration. 

He  fpoke  of  the  refpeft  which  the  Directory  required,  and  re- 
peated, that  it  would  exaft  as  much  as  was  paid  to  the  ancient 
Kings.  We  anfwered,  that  America  had  demonftrated  to  the 
world,  and  efpecially  to  France,  a  much  greater  rcfpcft  for  her 
piefent  government  than  for  her  former  monarchy  ^  and  that 
there  was  no  evidence  of  thisdifpofition  which  ought  to  be  re- 
quired, that  we  were  not  ready  to  give.  He  faid,  that  wc  (hould 
certainly  not  be  received,  and  feemed  to  (hudder  at  the  confe- 
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.4|nciiC€S.  We  told  him,  that  Ainerica  had  made  every  poflib] 
effort  to  remain  on  friendly  terms  Yfilh  France  ^  that  (he  was  fti! 
making  them :  that  if  France  would  not  hear  us,  but  woul 
make  war  on  the  United  States,  nothing  remained  for  us  but  t 
legret  the  unavoidable  neceflity  of  defending  ourfelves. 

The  fubjc£t  of  our  powers  was  again  mentioned  ;  and  we  tol 
|iim,  that  America  was  folicitous  to  have  no  more  mifunderfland 
iDgs  with  any  republic,  but  efpecially  with  France ;  that  ihe  wiflie 
a  pcrm^ent  treaty,  and  was  fenfible  that  no  treaty  could  b 
permanent  which  did  not  comport  with  the  interefts  of  the  par 
ties  ;  and  therefore  that  he  might  be  afTured,  that  our  powers  wer 
fuch  as  authorized  ns  to  place  France  on  an  equal  ground  witi 
England,  in  any  refpefls  in  which  an  inequality  might  be  fuppofe* 
to  txift  at  prefent  between  them,  to  the  difadvantage  of  rrance 
The  fubjed  of  the  role  d* equipage  was  alfo  mentioned  ;  and  w< 
aOced  what  alFurance  we  could  have,  if  France  infiAed  on  the  righ 
of  adding  to  the  (lipulations  of  our  treaty,  or  of  altering  then 
,by  municipal  regulations,  that  any  future  treaty  we  could  mak< 
ihould  be  obfcrved.  M.  Y.  faid,  that  he  did  not  aflert  the  prin 
Ciple  of  changing  treaties  by  municipal  regulations :  but  that  thi 
f>ir(E:£lory  confidercd  its  regiil^iion  concerning  the  role  d*equipag 
ats  iQompoi^ting  with  the  treaty.  Wc  obfeVved  to  him,  that  non 
if  our  veflels  bad  what  the  French  termed  a  role  d' equipage ^  an< 
that  if  wc  were  to  furrendcr  all  the  property  which  had  beei 
taken  from  our  citizens  in  cafes  where  their  vetfcls  were  not  fur 
jiifbed  with  fuch  a  roll,  the  government  would  be  refponfible  t 
its-citizens  for  the  property  fo  furrendered  ;  fince  it  would  b 
impolfiblc  to  undertake  to  aflert  that  there  was  any  plaufitMlity  ii 
the  allegation  that  our  treaty  required  a  role  d* equipage • 

The  fubje<S  of  difavowals,  &c.  concerning  the  Prefidcnt' 
fpeech  was  again  mentioned  ;  and  it  was  obferved,  that  the  con 
^itution  of  the  United  States  authorized  and  required  our  Pred 
dent  to  communicate  his  ideas  on  the  affairs  of  the  natpn  ;  tha 
in  obedience  to  )he  conlUtution  he  had  done  fo ;  that  we  had  no 
power  to  confirm  or  invalidate  any  part  of  the  Prefident's  fpeech 
that  fuch  an  attempt  could  produce  no  other  effe£l  than  to  mak< 
us  ridiculous  to  the  government  and  to  the  citizens  at  large  of  thi 
United  States  ;  and  to  produce,  on  the  part  of  the  Prefideht,  ti 
Immediate  difavowal  and  recall  of  us  as  his  agents  \  that  inde 

Eendcnt  of  this,  all  America  was  acquainted  with  the  fads  ftatec 
y  the  Prefident ;  and  our  difavowing  them  would  not  change  ih( 
public  fcntimcnt  concerning  them. 

We  parted  with  mutual  profeilions  of  perfonal  refped,  am 
with  full  indications,  on  the  part  of  M.  Y.  of  his  expedtatior 
that  we  ihonid  immediately  receive  the  threatened  letter. 
The  nature  of  the  above  communication  will  evince  the  ne 

ccffit' 
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ceffity  of  fecrecy ;  and  we  have  promifcd  Mcflfw.  X.  aiid  Y;  that 
dieir  names  ihan  in  no  event  be  made  public. 

We  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  great  refpeft  and  'efteem^ 
Your  moft  obedient  hnnibfe  fervants,  '   -       . 

'  Charles  Cotksworth  PiKCKKiy^ 

J.  Marshall. 
E.  Gerry. 

P.S.  O6kober  27,  1797. — Tbe  definitive  articles  o£  peaeear^^ 
Ggoed  between  the  French  republic  and  the  Emperor  ;  thcpartk'^ 
culars  you  will  find  in  the  public  prints.  The  Portuguefe  m.iniftee 
bordered  to  quit  France,  as  the  treaty  .with  Portugal  has  notbeci^ 
jfet  ratified  by  the  Queen.  The  treaty  itfelf  is  declared  by  the 
Diredory  to  be  void.  Since  our  arrival  at  Paris,  .the  tribunal  ciV 
cailation  has  reje<^ed  Captain  Scot's  petition,  complaining  of  ifao 
condemnation  of  his  veffel  by  the  civil  tribunal  for  the  want  of' » 

nit  ^equipage,     Mr. ,  in  behalf  of  the  owners  of  the  A^ne-* 

rican  veflels,  who  have  appealed  in  the  laft  refort  to  the  tribbnal 
of  caflation,  informs,  that  notwithllanding  the  arguments  ■■■  ■  ^ 
■■    ■■  -  to  put  off  the  hearing  of  the  Rofanna,  as  a  diplomatic 
cafe,  till  the  iflue  of  our  negotiation  is  known,  that  cafe  is  fet 
<iown  for  hearing,  and  will  come  on  the  29th  or  30th  inftant* 

The  fame alfo  fays,  that  it  is  obvious  that  the  tribunal  havr 

received  inftrufiions  from  the  officers  of  government  to  hafleni 
their  decifions,  and  that  it  was  hardly  worth  while  to  *  ■  for  att 
our  petitions  in  calTation  would  be  rejeded.  Our  advocates  ■■■ 
decline  giving  their  fentiments  on  this  fubjedl  ■  under  an  ap- 

prehenfion  of  committing  themfelvcs. 

Colonel  Pickerings  Secretary  to  the  United  States. 


Paragraph  9f  the  PreJidenCs  Speech  refyred  to  in  LttUr  JV^I. 

under  the  Titie  of  Exhibit  A. 

!•  WITH  this  conduft  of  the  French  government  it  will  be 
proper  to  take  into  view  the  public  audience  given  to  the  late 
minifler  of  the  United  States,  on  his  taking  leave  of  the  Execu- 
tive Diredory.  The  fpcech  of  the  Prcfident  difclofes  fentiments 
more  alarming  than  the  refufal  of  a  minifter,  becaufe  more  dan- 
gerous to  our  independence  and  union,  and  at  the  fame  tinxe  ftu- 
dioufly  marked  with  indignities  againft  the  government  of  the 
United  States.  It  evinces  a  difpofition  to  feparate  the  people  of 
the  United  States  from  the  government ;  to  perfuadc  tnem  that 
ihey  have  different  affedions,  principles,  and  intere(ts,from  thofii 
of  their  fellow-citizens^  whom  they  themfelves  have  chofen  tO 
manage  their  common  concerns,  and  thus  to  produce  divifions  fatsd 
Co  our  peace.     Such  attempts  ought  to  be  repelled  with  a  decifion 

Vol.  VII.  C  c  which 


(  IH  )     ' 

which  (hall  convince  France  and  the  world,  that  we  are  not  a  de- 
graded people,  humiliated  under  a  colonial  fenfe  of  fear,  fitted 
to  be  the  miferable  inftruments  of  foreign  influence,  and  regard- 
lefs  of  national  honour^  charadler,  and  intereft. 

II.  The  diplomatic  intercourfe  between  France  and  the  United 
States  beirlg  at jprefent  fufpended,  the  government  has  no  means 
of  obtaining  official  information  from  that  country  j  nev^rthe* 
lefs,  there  is  reafon  to  believe  that  the  Executive  Dire£lory  paffed 
a  decree,  on  the  ad  of  March  laft,  contravening  in  part  the  treacy 
^  amity  and  commerce  of  1778,  injurious  to  our  lawful  com- 
merce, and  endangering  the  lives  of  our  citizens.  A  copy  of 
Ais  decree  will  be  laid  before  you. 

III.  While  we  are  endeavouring  to  adjuft  our  differences  M'ith 
France  by  amicable  *  negotiation,  the  progrefs  of  the  war  in  Eu- 
rope, the  depredations  on  our  commerce,  the  perfonal  injuries  to 
our  citi^Kens,  and  the  general  complexion  of  affiiirs,  render  it  my 
indifpen fable  duty  to  recotpmend  to  your  confideration  eflfeAual 
stoeafures  of  defence. 

IV.  It'  is  impo'flible  to  conceal  from  ourfclves,  or  the  world, 
what  has  been  before  obferved,  that  endeavours  have  been  em* 
ployed  ta  fofter  and  eflablifh  a  divifion  between  the  government 
and  the  people  of  the  United  States.  To  inVeftigate  the  caufes 
which  have  encouraged  this  attempt  is  not  neceffary  ;  but  to  re« 
pel,  by  decided  and  united  councils,  infmuations  fo  derogatory  to 
the  honour  and  aggreffions  fo  dangerous  to  the  conflitution,  linion, 
and  e^en  independence  of  the  nation,  is  an  indifpenfable  duty. 


..  <* 


No.  II. 
Dear  Sir,  Parisf  Nov.  8,  1797. 

WE  now  enclofe  you,  in  thirty-fix  quarto  pages  of  ciphef, 
and  in  eight  pages  of  ciphered  exhibits,  the  fequel  to  the  details 
commenced  in  No.  I.  dated  the  22d  of  laft  month  ;  and  have  the 
honour  to  be 

Your  mofl  obedient  humble  fcrvants, 

Charles  Cotesworth  Pxnckksy. 
J.  Marshall. 
E.  Gbrtiy. 
Cofonel  Pickerings 

Odober  27,  1797. — About  twelve  we  received  another  vifit 
from  M.  X.  He  immediately  mentioned  the  great  event  an- 
nounced in  the  papers,  and  then  faid,  that  fonie  propofals  from, 
us  had  been  expeAed  on  the  fubjed  on  which  we  had  bfefote  con* 
Terfed ;  that  the  Diredory  were  becoming  impatient,  and  would 
take  a  decided  courfc  with  regard  to  America,  if  we  could  wn 
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foften  them*     We  anfwered,  that  on  that  AibjcA  we  .had  alreadjr 

fpoken  explicitly,  and  had  nothing  farther  ta  add.     He  men^^ 

tioned  the  change  in  the  (late  of  things  which  had  been  produced 

by  the  peace  with  the  Emperor,  as  wai  ranting  an  cxpe^ation  of 

2  change  in  our  fyftem  ;  to  which  we  only  replied,  that  this  event 

lad  been  expeSed  by  us,  and  would  not  in  any  degree  affed  our 

condud.     M.  X.  urged,  that  the  Dire£tory  had,  fince  this  peaco; 

taken  a  higher  and  more  decided  tone  with  refpeft  tcr.us,  and  all 

other  neutral  nations,  than  had  been  before  taken  ;  that  it  had 

been  determined,  that  all  nations  (hould  aid  them»  or  be  confi* 

dered  and  treated  as  their  enemies.     We  anfwcred,  that  fuch  an 

cfied  had  already  been  contemplated  by  us  as  probable,  and  had 

not  been  overlooked,  when  we  gave  to  this  propofition  our  de'r 

cided  anfwer ;  and  further,  that  we  had  no  powers  to  negotiate 

for  a  loan  of  money  ;  that  our  government  had  not  contemplatwl 

fuch  a  circumdance  in  any  degree  whatever  ;  that  if  we  (hould 

fiipulare  a  loan,  it  ihould  be  a  perfedly  void  thing,  and  would 

only  deceive  France,  and  expofe  ourfelves.  M.  X.  again  expatiated 

on  the  power  and  violence  of  France :  he  urged  the  danger  of  our 

fituation,  and  prefled  the  policy  of  foftening  them,  and  of  thereby 

obtaining  time.     The  prefent  men,  he  faid,  would  very  probably 

not  continue  long  in  power ;  and  it  would  be  very  unfortunate^ 

if  thofe  who  might  fiicceed,  with  better  difpofitions  towards  us^ 

(hould  (ind  the  two  nations  in  a&uai  war.     We  anfwered,  that  it 

war  (hould  be  made  on  us  by  France,  it  would  be  fo  obviouily 

forced  on  us,  that,  on  a  change  of  men,  peace  might  be  made 

with  as  much  facility  as  the  prefent  differences  could  be  accom* 

modated:    we  added,   that  all  America  deprecated  a  war  with 

France;  but  that  our  prefent  fituation  was  more  ruinous  to  us 

than  a  declared  war  would  be;  that  at  prefent  our  commerce  was 

plundered  unprotected  ;  but  that  if  war  was  declared^  we  (hould 

leek  the  means  of  protedion.     M.  X.  faid,  he  hoped  we  (hould 

not  form  a  connexion  with  Britain  ;  and  we  anfwered^  that  we 

hoped  fo  too ;  that  we  had  all  been  engaged  in  our  revolution  war^ 

and  felt  its  injuries ;  that  it  had  made  the  deepeft  impre(fion  on 

us;  but  that  if  France  (hould  attack  us,  vve  muft  feek  the  beft 

means  of  felf-defence.     M.  X.  again  returned  to. the  fubje£t  of 

money  :  faid  he.  Gentlemen,  you  do  not  fpeak  to  the  point— it  is 

money  ;  it  is  expeded  that  you  will  offer  money.  .  We  faid,  we 

had  fpoken  to  that   point  very  explicitly  ;  we  had  given  an  an- 

'  fwer.     No,  faid  he,  you  have  not ;  what  is  your  anfwer  ?  We 

leplied.  It  is,  No ;  no ;  not  a  (ixpence.     He  again  called  our 

attention  to  the  dangers  which  threatened  our  country,  and  a(ked^ 

if  it  would  not  be  prudent,  though  we  might  Aot  make  a  loan  to 

the  nation,  to  intereft  an  influential  friend  in  our  favour  ?     He' 

I  *  (aid)  we  ought  to  confider  what  men  we  had  to  treat  with ;  that 

\  ftqr  difreganled  the  juftice  of  our  claims,   and  the  reafoning 

I      '  C  c  a  with 
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vfixh  which  wc  might  fupport  tliem  ;  that  they  difregarded  their 
own  colonics ;  and  confidcred  theinfelves  as  perfedly  invulnerable 
i\ith  refpcdl  to  us;  that  we  could  only  acquire  an  intereft  amon^ 
them  by  a  judicious  application  of  money  ;  and  it  was  for  us  to 
conllder,  whether  the  liluation  of  our  country  did  not  require  that 
thefe  means  fliould  be  rcforted  to.  We  obferved,  that  the  conduct 
of  the  French  government  was  fuch  as  to  leave  us  muchreafon  to 
fear,  that,  fhould  we  give  the  money,  it  would  efFedl  no  good 
purpofe,  and  would  not  produce  a  juft  mode  of  thinking  with 
rcfpeft  to  us.  He  faid,  that  when  wc  employed  a  lawyer  wc  gave 
him  a  fee,  without  knowing  whether  the  caufe  could  be  gained  or 
not ;  but  it  was  neceflary  to  have  one,  and  we  paid  for  his  fervices, 
whether  thofe  fervices  were  fuccefsful  or  not :  fo  in  the  prefent 
ftatc  of  things,  the  money  mufl  be  advanced  for  the  good  offices 
the  individuals  were  to  render,  whatever  might  be  the  cfFcdl  of 
thofe  good  offices.  We  told  him  there  was  no  parallel  in  the 
cafes ;  that  a  lawyer,  not  being  to  render  the  adjudgment,  could 
not  command  fuccefs :  he  could  only  endeavour  to  obtain  it ;  and 
confequently,  we  could  only  pay  him  for  his  endeavours :  but  the 
Diredory  could  decide  on  the  iflue  of  our  negotiation.  It  had 
only  to  order  that  no  more  American  vcflcis  fhould  be  feized,  and 
to  dired  thofe  now  in  cuflody  to  be  reftored,  and  there  could  be  no 
oppofition  to  the  order.  He  faid,  that  all  the  members  of  the 
Dircdory  were  not  difpofed  to  receive  our  money:  ihat  Merlin, 
for  inflance,  was  paid  from  another  quarter,  and  would  touch  no 
part  of  the  douceur  which  was  to  come  from  us.  We  replied, 
that  we  underftood  that  Merlin  was  paid  by  the  owners  of  the  pri- 
vateers ;  and  he  nodded  an  afTent  to  the  fafl.  He  proceeded  to 
prcfs  this  fubje£l  with  vafl  perfeverance.  He  told  us  that  we  paid 
money  to  obtain  peace  with  the  Algerines  and  with  the  Indians; 
and  that  it  was  doing  no  more  to  pay  France  for  peace.  To  this  it 
was  anfwcrcd,  that  when  our  government  commenced  a  treaty  with 
either  Algiers  or  the  Indian  tribes,  it  was  undcrdood  that  money 
was  to  form  the  bafis  of  the  treaty,  and  was  its  efTential  article ; 
that  the  whole  nation  knew  it,  and  was  prepared  to  expeA  it  as  a 
thing  of  courfe  ;  but  that,  in  treating  with  France,  our  govern- 
ment had  fuppofcd  that  the  propofition,  fuch  as  he  fpoke  of, 
would,  if  made  by  us,  give  mortal  offence. 

He  afked,  if  our  government  did  not  know  that  nothing  was  to 
be  obtained  here  without  money  r  We  replied,  that  our  government 
had  not  even  fufpe£led  fuch  a  flatc  of  things. — He  appeared  fur* 
prifed  at  it,  and  faid,  there  was  not  an  American  in  Paris  who 
could  not  have  given  that  information.  We  told  him  that  the 
letters  of  our  miniOer  had  indicated  a  very  contrary  temper  in  the 
government  of  France  j  and  had  reprefented  it  as  a£ling  entirely 
upon  principle,  and  as  feeling  a  very  pure  and  difinterefled  af« 
feAion  for  America*    He  looked  fomcwhat  furprifcd^  and  faid 

briflkly 
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bri(k1y  to  General  Pinqkney,    Well,  Sir,  you  have  been  a  long 
time  in  France  and  in  Holland — what  do  you  think  of  it  ?'"  General 
Pinckney  anlwercd,  that  he  confidered  M.  X.  and  M.  Y.  as  mcii 
or  truth,  and,  of  confequence,  he  could  but  have  one  opinion  oil 
thcfubjtfl. — He  ftated  that  Haiiibiirgh  and  other  dates  of  Europe 
were  obliged  to  buy  a  peace ;  and  that  it  would  be  equally  for  our 
intcreft  to  do  fo.     Once  more  he  fpoke  on  the  danger  of  a  breach 
with  France,  and  of  her  power,  which  nothing  could  rcfift.     Wc 
told  him,  that  if  would  be  in  vain  for  us  to  deny  her  power,  or 
the  folicitudc  we  felt  to  avoid  a  conted  with  it ;  that  no  nation 
eftimated  her  power  more  highly  than  America,  or  widied  more 
to  be  on  amicable  terms  with  her  ;   but  that  one  objcdl  was  ftill 
dearer  to  us  than  the  friendfhip  of  France — which  was  our  national 
independence:  that  America  hajd  taken  a  neutral  (lation  ;  ihc  had> 
a  right  to  take  it ;  no  nation  had  a  right  to  force  us  out  of  it ;  that 
to  lend  a  fum  of  poney  to  a  belligerent  power,  abounding  in  every 
thing  requifite  for  war  but  money,  was  to  rclinquifh  our  neutra- 
lity, and  take  part  in  the  war;  to  lend  this  money  under  the  lafli 
and  coercion  of  France,  was  to  relinquifli  the  government  of  our- 
ielves,  and  to  fubmit  to  a  foreign  government  imppfcd  upon  us  by 
force;  that  we  would  make  at  leall  one  manly  flruggle  before  we 
thus  furrendered  our  national  independence  ;  that  our  cafe  was 
diflPerent  from  that  of  one  of  the  minor  nations  of  Europe  ;  they 
were  unable  to  maintain  their  independence,  and  did  not  expefl  to. 
dofo:  America  was  a  great,  and,  fo  far  as  concerned  her  felf- 
defence,  a  powerful  nation  ;  (he  was  able  to  maintain  her  inde- 
pendence ;  and  muft  defervc  to  lofc  it,  if  (he  permitted  it  to  be 
wreftcd  from  her ;  that  France  and  Britain  had  been  at  war  for 
near  fifty  years  of  the  lafl  hundred,  and  might  probably  be  at 
war  for  fifty  years  of  the  century  to  come  ;  that  America  hadno 
motives  which  could  induce  her  to  involve  hcrfelf  in  thofc  wars  ; 
and  that,  if  Ihe  now  prefervcd  her  neutrali'y  and  her  independence, 
it  was  moft  probable  that  (he  would  not  in  future  be  afraid,  as  (lie 
]uul  been  for  four  years  pafl ;  but  if  (he  now  furrendered  her  rights 
of  fclf-govcrnment  to  France,  or  permitted  them  to  be  torn  from 
lier»  fhe  could  not  expe£t  to  recover  them,  or  to  remain  neutral 
in  any  future  war.     He  faid  that  France  had  lent  us  money  during 
our  revolution  war,  and  only  required  that  we  (houtd  now  exhibit 
the  fame  friendfhip  for  her.     We  anfwered,  that  the  cafes  were 
very -different :  that  America  folicited  a  loan  from  France,  and 
left  her  at  liberty  to  grant  or  rcfufe  it ;  but  that  France  demanded 
it  from  America,  and  left  us  no  choice  on  the  fubjedl.     We  alfo 
tM  hlai  there  was  another  difference  in  the  cafes ;  that  the  money 
.was  lent  by  France  for  great  national  and  French  objcdls  ;  it  was 
lent  to  maim  a  rival,  and  an  enemy  whom  (lie  hated ;  that  the 
money,  if  lent  by  America,  would  not  be   for  any   American 
€bje£Ls,  but  to  enable  France  to  extend  dill  further  her  conquefls. 
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The  converfation  continued  for  nearly  two  hours  ;  and  the  public 
and  private  advance  of  moncy«was  prefled  and  reprefled  in  a  ?a- 
ricty  of  forms.     At  length  M.  X.  faid  that  he  did  not  blame  us  ; 
that  oiir  determination  was  certainly  proper,  if  wc  could  keep  it ; 
but  he  (ho wed  decidedly  his  opinion  to  be,  that  we  could  not  keep 
it.     He  faid  that  he  would  communicate^  as  nearly  as  he  could, 
our  converfation  to  the  miniftcfy  or  to  M.  Y.  to  be  given  by  him 
to  the  minifter;  wc  are  not  certain  which.     We  then  feparated. 
On  the  22d  of  Oflober,  M.  Z.  a  French  gentleman  of  refpeAable 
charadlcr,  informed  Mr.  Gerry,  that  M,  Talleyrand,  minifter  of 
foreign  relations,  who  profelfed  to  be  well  difpofed  towards  the 
United  States,  had  expedted  to  have  feen  the  American  rainiilers 
frequently  in  their  private  capacities ;  and  to  have  conferred  with 
them  individually  on  the  objects  of  their  miflion ;  and  had  au- 
thorized M.  Z.  to  make  this  communication  to  Mr.  Gerry. 
The  latter  fcnt  for  his  colleagues^  and  a  conference  wjis  held  with 
M«  Z.  on  the  fubjcft,  in  which  General  Pinckney  and  General 
Marihall  exprclTed  their  opinions,  that,  not  being  acquainted  with 
M.  Talleyrand,  they  could  not  with  propriety  call  on  him  ;  but 
that,  according  to  the  cuftom  of  France,  he  might  exped  this  of 
Mr.  Gerry,   from  a  previous  acquaintance  in  Aiherica.     This 
Mr,  Gerry  reluflantly  complied  with  on  the  23d,  and  withM.Z. 
called  on  M.Talleyrand,  who,  not  being  then  at  bisofjice,  appointied 
the  28th  for  the  interview.     After  the  firll  introduflion,  M.  Tal-"^ 
leyrand  began  the  conference.     He  faid,  that  the  TiitcQory  had 
palTed  an  arretc,  which  he  offered  for  perufal,  in  which  they  had 
demanded  of  the  envoys  an  explanation  of  fomc  pa^ts,  and  a  repa» 
ration  for  others,  of  the  Prefideht's  fpecch  to  Congrcfs  of  the  loth 
of  May  lad:  he  was  fcnfiblc,  he  faid,  that  difficulties  would  exift. 
on  the  part  of  ihe  envoys,  relative  to  the  demand;  biit  that  t>y 
their  offering  money  he  thought  he  could  prevent  the  effeft  of  thie 
srrrete.-   M.  Z.  at  the  rcqueft  of  Mr.  Gerry,  having  ftated  that 
the  envoys  have  no  fuch  powers,  M.Talleyrand  replied,  they  can 
in  fuch  cafe  take  a  power  on  themfetvcs,  and  propofed'  that  they 
iho'ild  mnke  a  loan.     Mr.  Cierry  then  addrdffed  M.  Talleyrand 
ditlin£lly  in   Englilh,  which  he  faid  he  underftood,  and  ftated, 
that  the  uneafinefs  of  the  Diredory,  refulting  ffohi  the  Prefident's 
fpecch,  was  a  fubjcd  unconnefted  with  the  objedsof  the  miflionj^ 
that  M.  Barras,  in  his  fpeech  to  Mr.  Monroe,'  oh  his  recall,  had* 
exprelfed  himfelf  in  a  manner  difpleafing  to  the  government  ^hd 
citizens  of  the  United  States;  that  the  rrefldent,  as  the  envoys 
conceived,  had  made  fuch  obfervations  on  M.  Barras^s  fpeech  as 
were  neceifary  to  vindicate  the  honour  of  the  United  States  ;  that 
this  was  not  confidered  by  our  government  as  a  fubjed  of  difpate 
between  the  two  nations  ^  that  having  no  inilrudiohs  refpeaing 
it,  we  could  not  make  any  explanations  or  reparations  relating  to 
it  ^  and  that  M.  Talleyrand  himfelf  was  fufficiently  acquainted 
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wlih  the  conftitution  of. the  United  Sutcs  to  be  convinced  of  tho 
truth  of  theleobfervati^ns. 

Mr.  Gerry  further  dated,  that  the  powers  of  the  envoys,  as 
they  conceived,  were  adequate  to  the  difcuilion  and  adjuftment  of 
all  poihis  of  real  diflFcrence  between  the  two  nations  ;  that  they 
could  alter  and  amend  the  treaty,  or,    if  neceiFary,  form  a  nevr 
one  ;  that  the  United  Slates  were  anxioufly  dcfirous  of  removing 
al!  caufes  of  complaint  between  tliemfelves  and  France,  and  of 
renewing  their  former  friendship  and  intcrcourfe  on  terms  which 
vould  be  mutually  honourable  and  beneficial  to  the  two  nations, 
but  not  on  any  other  terms ;  that  as  to  a  loan,  we  had  no  powers 
whatever  to  make  one  ;  that  if  we  were  to  attempt  it,  we  (hould 
deceive  himfelf  and  the  Diredory  likewife,  which  as  men  of  ho- 
nour we  could  not  do  ;  but  that  we  could  fend  one  of  our  number 
for  intlru^iions  on  this  propofition,  if  deemed  expedient,  pro- 
vided that  the  other  objeds  of  the  negotiation  could  be  difcufTcd 
and  adjuiled  ;  that  as  he  had  expreifed  a  dcfire  to  confer  with  the 
envoys  individually,  it  was  the  wilh  of  Mr.  Gerry  that  fuch  a  con- 
ference (hould  take  place,  and  their  opinions  thus  be  afcertained, 
which  he  conceived  correfponded  with  his  own  in  the  particulars 
mentjODed.     M.  Talleyrand,  in  anfwer,  faid,  he  fliould  be  glad 
to  confer  with  the  other  envoys  individually,  but  that  this  matter 
about  the  money  mud  be  fettled  diredlly,  without  fcpding  to 
America ;  that  he  would  not  commimicate  the  arrete  for  a  week  ; 
and  that  if  we  could  adjuft  the  difficulty  refpefiins  the  fjpeech,  an 
application  would  neverthelefs  go  to  the  United  States  tor  a  loan. 
A  courier  arrived  at  this  moment  from  Italy,  and  M.  Talleyrand 
appearing  impatient  to  read  the  letters,  Mr.  Gerry  took  leave  of 
him  immediately.     He  followed  to  the  door,  and  defired  M.  Z. 
ID  repeat  to  Mr.  Gerry  what  he,  M.  Talleyrand,  had  faid  to  him. 
Mr*  Gerry  then  returned  to  his  quarters  with  M.  Z.  took  down  the 
particulars  of  this  interview  as  before  Hated,  fcnt  for  Generals 
Piockncy  and  Marfhall,  and  read  it  to  them  in  the  prefence  of 
M.  Z.  who  confirmed  it.     Generals  Pinckncy  and  Marfhall  then 
defired  M.  Z.  to  inform  M.  Talleyrand  that  they  had  nothing  to 
add  to  this  conference,  and  did  not  wifh  that  the  arrete  might  be 
delayed  on  their  account. 

Anfwer  of  Af,  Barras,  Trejident  of  the  Executive  Dire/Jory,  to  th^ 
Speech  of  Mr.  Monroe  ^  on  taking  leave ^  to  which  the*Speechoftb$ 
Prefident  of  the  United  States  refers. 

**  Mr.  Minifter  Plenipotentiary  of  the 
United  States  of  America, 

**  BY  prefenting  to-day  your  letters  of  recall  to  the  Executive 
Directory,  you  give  to  Europe  a  very  ftrtnge  fpedacle. 
••  France,  rich  in  her  liberty,  furroundcd  by  a  crowd  of  viftorics, 
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ftrong  lit  the  cftccm  of  her  allies,  wHI'  not  abafe  hcrfcif  by 
lating  the  confequei^ces  of  the  condefccnfion  of  the  Ameri< 
vernment  to  the  fuggcdions  of  her  former  tyrants. — Mc 
the  Fjrench  republfc  hopes,  that  the  fucceflbrs  of  Col 
Kamhiph  •,  and  Penn,  always  proud  of  their  liberty,  wil 
forget  that  they  owe  it  to  France.  They  will  weighin  their ' 
the  magnanimous  benevolence  of  the  French  people  w 
crafty  carcffes  of  certain  perfidious  perfons,  who  meditate  b 
them  back  to  their  former  flavery.  AflTure  the  good  Americ 
pie.  Sir,  that,  like  them,  we  adore  liberty ;  that  they  will 
have  our  efteem,  and  that  they  will  find  in  the  French  pec 
publican  gcnerofity,  which  knows  how  to  grant  peace  as  it 
caufe  its  fovcreignty  to  be  refpefted, 

•*  As  to  you,  Mr.  Minifter  Plenipotentiary,  you  have  co 
for  principles,  you  hav'fe  known  the  tnie  intercfts  of  your  a 
Depart  with  our  regret.  In  you  we  give  up  a  reprcfenta 
America,  and  retain  the  remembrance  of  the  citizen  whc 
fonal  qualities  did  honour  to  that  title." 

Oilohr  2()th,  M.  X.  again  called  on  us.  He  faid  M.  *! 
rand  was  extremely  anxious  to  be  of  fervice  to  us,  and  ' 
queued  that  one  more  effort  fhould  be  made  to  induce  us  to 
him  to  be  fo.  A  great  deal  of  the  fame  converfation  whi 
pafled  at  our  former  interviews  was  repeated.  The  power : 
haughtinefs  of  France  was  again  difplayed  to  us.  We  wc! 
that  the  deftruAion  of  England  was  inevitable ;  and  tl 
wealth  and  arts  of  that  nation  would  naturally  pafsovcr  to 
rica,  if  that  event  (hould  find  us  in  peace.  To  this  obfc 
"we  replied,  that  France  would  probably  forbid  America  to 
them,  in  like  manner  as  (he  had  forbid  Switzerland  to  pert 
refldence  in  its  country  of  a  British  minifter.  Wc  told  hit 
that  we  were  fenfible  of  the  value  of  peace,  and  therefore 
it  unremittingly,  but  that  it  was  real  peace  we  fought  fc 
real  peace  only  which  could  be  defirable. 

The  fum  of  his  propofirion  was,  that  if  we  would  pay,  I 
of  fees  (that  was  his  cxprcflfiony,  the  fum  of  money  dcman 
private  ufe,  the  DirctTlory  would  not  receive  us ;  but  would 
u.s  to  remain  in  Paris  as  we  now  were  ;  aud  we  HiQuld  be  n 
by  M.  Talleyrand,  until  one  of  us  could  go  to  America  in 
fult  oiir  government  on  the  fubjcft  of  the  loan.  Thefc  wi 
circumiiances,  he  faid,  under  which  the  minifter  of  Portu{ 
treated.  Wc  afkcd  him  if,  in  the  meajQ  time,  tbe  Dii 
would  order  the  American  property  not  yet  p»Scd  into  the 
of  the  privateer fmen,  to  be  reltored.  He  faid  explicitly,  tb. 
would  not.     Wc  aikcd  hiq;i,  whether  they  would  flifpcnd  i 

•  Probably  Intended  for  Raleigh. 
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il^pr^fdatrons  on  onr  commerce  ?  He  faid  they  would  not :  but 
M.  Talleyrand  obfcrved,  that  on  this  fubjedl  we  could  not  fudaifi 
nuidi  additional  injury,  bccaufe  the  winter  feafon  was  approach- 
ing, when  few  additional  captures  would  be  made.  We  lold  him 
that  France  had  taken  violently  from  America  more  than  fifty 
'millions  of  dollars,  and  treated  us  in  every  refpcA  as  enemies,  in 
teturn  of  the  friendlhip  wc  had  manifeftcd  for  her;  that  we  had 
come  to  endeavour  to  reitore  harmony  to  the  two  nations,  and  to 
obtain  compcnfation  tor  the  injuries  our  countrymen  fuftained  ; 
and  that  in  lieu  of  this  compcnfation,  we  were  told  that  if  we 
would  pay  twelve  hundred  thoufand  livres,  we  might  be  permitted 
to  remain  in  Paris,  which  would  only  give  us  the  benefit  of  feeing 
the  plays  and  operas  of  Paris  for  the  winter^  that  we  might  have 
time  to  a(k  from  our  country  to  cxhauft  her  refources  for  France^ 
whofe  depredations  would  be  continued.  He  again  itated^  that 
by  this  procedure  wc  diould  fufpcnd  a  war  ;  and  that^  perhaps^  ia 
five  or  fix  months,  power  might  change  hands. 

We  lold  him  thai  what  we  wiihed  to  fee  in  France  was  a  temper 
llncerely  friendly  to  the  United  States,  and  really  difpofed  to  do  us 
juftice  ;  that  if  we  could  perceive  this,  we  might  not  fo  much  re- 
gard a  little  money,  fuch  as  he  dated  to  be  ufual,  although  we 
(hould  hazard  ourfclves  by  giving  it;  but  that  we  faw  only  evi- 
dences of  the  moft  extreme  hoftility  towards  us :   war  was  made 
upon  us  fo  far  as  France  could  make  it  in  the  prefent  ftate  of 
things ;  and  it  was  not  even  propofed,  that  on  receiving  our  mo- 
ney this  war  {hould  ccafe  :  we  had  no  reafon  to  believe  that  a  pof- 
fible  benefit  could  rcfuli  from  it  ;  and  we  dcfircd  him  to  fay,  that 
we  would  not  give   a  fhilling,   unlefs    American  property    un- 
juftly   captured  was  prcvioufly   rcftorcd,    and   further  hoflilities 
fufpended  ;  and  that  unlcfs  this  was  done,  we  did  not  conceive  that 
we  could  even  confult  our  government  concerning  a  loan  :  that  if 
the  Direflory  would  receive  us  and  commence  negotiations,  and 
any  thing  occurred  which  rendered  a  confultation  of  the  govern- 
ment nccefTary,  one  of  us  would  return  to  America  for  that  pur- 
pofc.     He  faid,  that  without  this  money  we  fhould  be  obliged  to 
quit  Paris  ;  and  that  we  ought  to  confider  the  confequences :  the 
property  of  the  Americans  would  beconfifcated,  and  their  velTels 
ID  port  embargoed.    We  told  him,  that  unlefs  there  was  a  hope  of 
a  reconciliation,  thefc  evils  could  not  be  prevented  by  us  ;  and  the 
little  delay  we  might  obtain  would  only  incrcafe  them  ;  that  our 
niflion  had  induced  many  of  our  countrymen  to  truft  their  veflcls 
into  the  ports  of  France,  and  that  if  we  remained  in  Paris,  that 
very  circumftance  would  increafe  the  number ;  and  confequcntly 
the  injury  which  our  countrymen  would  fuftain,  if  France  could 
permit  herfelf  fo  to  violate  her  own  engagements  and  the  laws  of 
nations.    He  exprelfed  a  with  that  M.  Y.  ihould  fe^us  once  more. 
\V  c  told  him  that  a  vifit  from  M.  Y.  as  a  private  gentleman^ 
Vol.  VII.  Dd  would- 
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would  always  be  agreeable  to  us  ;  but  if  be  came  only  with  the  cx- 
pedtation  that  we  (hould  ftipulate  advances  of  money^  without 
previoufly  ellabliftiing  a  folid  and  permanent  reconciliation,  he 
might  favc  himfelf  the  trouble  of  the  application,  bccaufe  it  was  a 
fubjed  we  had  confidered  maturely,  and  on  which  we  were  im- 
moveable. He  parted  with  us,  faying,  if  that  was  the  cafe  it 
would  not  be  worth  while  for  M.  Y.  to  come.  In  the  evening, 
white  General  Pinckncy  and  General  Marfhall  were  abfent, 
M.  Y-  and  M.  X.  called,  and  were  invited  by  Mr-  Gerry  to 
breakfaft  with  us  the  next  morning. 

O^ober  30.   Immediately  after  breakfail  the  fubjcdl   was  rc- 
fumed.  M.  Y.  fpokc  without  interruption  for  near  an  hour.     He 
faid  that  he  wasdcfirous  of  making  a  laft  effort  to  fcrvc  us,  by  pro- 
pofmg  fomcthing  which  might  accommodate  the  differences  be- 
tween the  two  nations  \   that  what  he  was  now  about  to  mention 
bad  not  by  any  means  the  approbation  of  the  Direflory;   nor  could 
M.  Talleyrand  undertake  farther  than  to  make  from  us  the  pro- 
pofition  to  the  Dlreftory,  and  ufe  his  influence  for  its  fuccefs ; 
that  laft  week  M.  Talleyrand  could  not  have  ventured  to  have  of- 
fered fuch  propofitions  ;  but  that  his  fituation  had  been  very  ma- 
terially changed  by  the   peace  with  Emperor.     By  that  peace  he 
had  acquired  in  an  high  degree  the  confidence  of  the  Dire<5ory,  and 
now  polTeiTcd  great  influence  with  that  body ;  that  he  was  alfo 
clofcly  conneflcd  with  Buonaparte  and  the  generals  of  the  army  in 
Italy,  and  was  to  be  conlidercd  as  firmly  fixed  in  his  poft,  at  leaft 
for  five  or  fix  months  ;  that  under  thefe  circumllances  he  could 
undertake  to  oflfer,  in  our  behalf,  propofitions  which  before  this 
increafe  of  influence  he  could  not  have  hazarded.     M.  Y.   then 
called  our  attention  to  our  own  fituation,  and  to  the  force  France 
•was  capable  of  bringing'to  bear  upon  us.     He  faid  that  we  were 
the  be^t  judges  of  our  capacity  to  rcfift,  fo  far  as  depended  on  our 
own  rcfources,  and  ought  not  to  deceive  ourfelves  on  fo  intcrcfting 
a  fubjed.     The  fate  of  Venice  was  one  which  might  bcfal  the 
United  States.     But  he  proceeded  to  obferve,  it  was  probable  we 
might  rely  on  forming  a  league  with  England.     If  we  had  fuch  a 
reliance,  it  would  fail  us.     l^he  fituation  of  England  was  fuch,  as 
to  compel  Pill  to  make  peace  on  the  terms  of  France.     A  variety 
ufcaufcs  were  in  operation,  which  made  fuch  an  ciFc£k  abfolutely 
certain,     'lo  fay  nothing  of  the  oppofition  in  England  to  the  mi- 
nifier  and  to  tlic  war,  an  oppofition  which  the  fears  of  the  nation 
woukl  increafe  i  to  fay  nothing  of  a  war  againft  England  which 
was  preparing  in  the  North  \  an  army  of  one  hundred  and  fifty 
thouiand  men,  under  the  command  of  Buonaparte,  fpread  upon^thc 
coait  of  France,  and  aided  by  all  the  vaft  refources  of  his  genius, 
would  moft  probably  be  enabled  to  invade  England :  In   which 
event  their  government  would  be  overturned  ;  but  lliould  this  in- 
vafion  not  be  abfolutely  eiFc£lcd,  yet  the  alarm  it  would  fpread 
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through  the  nation,  the  enormous  cxpcnfe  it  mull  produce,  would 
infallibly  ruin  them,  if  it  was  to  be  continued,  and  V^ould  drive 
them  to  favc  themfelves  by  a  peace;  that  independent  of  thiSp 
France  pofTeired  means  which  would  infallibly  deftroy  their  bank^ 
and  their  whole  paper  fyftem.  He  faid  he  knew  vei'y  well  it  was 
generally  conjedured  that  Buonaparte  would  leave  Italy,  and  the 
army  which  had  conquered  under  him,  and  which  adored  him  ;  he 
aflurcd  [us  thatj  nothing  could  be  more  unfounded  than  the  con- 
jedure,  that  Buonaparte  had  for  more  than  ten  days  left  Italy  for 
Railadt,  to  prcfide  over  thecongrcfs  which  was  formed  for  adjuft- 
!«g  the  affairs  of  the  Empire.  He  faid  that  Pitt  himfelf  was  fo 
confident  of  the  abfolutc  neceffity  of  peace,  that  after  the  naval 
viftory  over  the  Dutch,  he  had  fignified  his  readinefs  to  treat  on 
the  fa.ne  terms  he  had  offered  before  that  aftion ;  we  could  not 
then  rely  on  the 'afUftancc  of  England.  What,  he  afked,  would 
be  our  fitiiation  if  peace  (hould  be  made  with  England  before  our 
difference  with  France  would  be  accommodated  ?  But,  he  con- 
tinned,  if  even  England  ihould  be  able  to  continue  the  war,  and 
America  (hould  unite  with  her,  it  would  not  be  in  our  power  to 
injure  France  We  might,  indeed,  wound  her  ally  ;  but,  if  we 
did,  it  would  be  fo  much  the  worfc  for  us.  After  having  flated 
the  dangers  attending  us,  if  we  fhould  engage  in  the  war,  he  pro- 
ceeded to  the  advantages  we  might  derive  from  a  neutral  fituation  ; 
and  inddcd  at  large  on  the  wealth  which  would  naturally  flow  into 
our  country  from  the  deflruSion  of  England. 

He  next  proceeded  to  detail  the  propofitions,  which  arc  in  fub-' 
ftance  in  the  paper  annexed,  marked  (A),  except  that  he  iniifted 
that  we  (hould  engage  to  ufe  our  influence  with  our  government 
for  the  loan.  He  (lated  exprcfsly,  that  the  propofitions  were  to 
be  confidered  as  made  by  us  ;  that  M.  Talleyrand  would  not  be 
rcfponfiblc  for  the  fuccefs  of  any  one  of  them ;  he  would  only  un- 
dertake to  ufe  his  influence  with  the  DircSory  in  fupport  of  them* 
The  propofition,  he  faid,  concerning  a  fufpenfion  of  hoftilities  on 
the  part  of  France,  was  one  which  proceeded  entirely  from  him* 
felf ;  M.  Talleyrand  had  not  been  confulted  upon  it ;  and  hf  could 
not  undertake  to  fay  that  that  gentleman  would  confent  even  to 
lay  it  before  the  Diredlory.  The  pmpofition  for  an  advance  in  the 
government -of  France,  of  as  much  money  as  was  due  from  it  to 
our  citizens  on  contradl,  and  as  might  be  determined  to  be  due  for 
ftflels  improperly  captured  and  condemned,  was,  he  faid,  indif- 
penfable ;  unlefs  we  made  that,  it  was  unnece(rary  to  make  any 
.  other  ;  for  the  others  would  not  be  received. 

He  expatiated  on  the  vaft  advantages  we  (hould  derive  from  de* 
lay;  it  was,  he  faid,  abfolutely  to  gain  our  caufe.  He  returned 
to  the  danger  of  our  fittiation,  and  the  policy  of  making  with 
France  any  accommodation  which  France  would  aflent  to'. 
Perhaps,  faid  he,  you  bdicve  that  in  returning  and  expofmg  to 
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ypuT  countrymen  the  unreafonablenefs  of  the  demands  of  this  go*, 
vernmenty  you  will  unite  them  in  their  refinance  to  thofe  de- 
mands ;  you  are  miftaken —  you  ought  to  know  that  the  diplomatic 
ik-ill  of  France,  and  the  means  (he  poflcifes  in  your  country,  are 
fjjfficient  to  enable  her,  with  the  French  party  in  America,  to 
throw  the  blame  which  will  attend  the  rupture  of  the  negotiations 
oo^  the  federalifts,  as  you  term  yourfeives,  but  on  the  Britiih 
party,  as  France  terms  you ;  and  you  may  afTure  yourfeives  this 
will  be  done.  He  concluded  with  declarations  of  being  perfeAly 
difintcrcflcd;  and  declared  that  his  only  motives  for  fpeaking  thus 
freely  were  his  fnendftiip  for  M.  Talleyrand,  and  his  wiih  to  pro- 
mote the  intcrefts  and  peace  of  the  United  States. 

We  told  him  that  the  freedom  with  which  he  had  fpoken,  and 
which  was  agreeable  to  us^  would  inrluce  us  to  fpcak  freely  alfo  ; 
and  for  once  to  accompany  our  view  of  the  prcfent  (late  of  things 
with  a  retrofpe£l  of  the  pad :  that  America  was  the  only  nation 
upon  earth  which  felt  and  had  exhibited  a  real  friendfliip  for  the 
republic  of  France ;  that  among  the  empires  round  her,  which 
were  compelled  to  bend  beneath  her  power,  and  to  obey  her 
commands,  there  was  not  one  which  had  voluntarily  acknow- 
ledged her  government,  or  manifefted  for  it  fpontaneoufly  any 
mark  of  regard.  America  alone  had  flepped  forward,  and  given 
the  mod  unequivocal  proofs  of  a  pure  and  fmcerc  friendlhip,  at  a 
time  when  almod  the  whole  European  world,  when  Auftria, 
Germany,  PrufTia,  Ruilia,  Spain,  Sardinia,  Holland,  and  Britain, 
were  leagued  ag^ind  France:  when  her  fituation  was  in  truth  ha- 
TKirdoup,  and  it  was  dangerous  to  hold  even  friendly  intercourfe 
with  her,  America  alone  dood  forward,  and  openly  and  boldly 
avowed  her  cnthuilafm  in  favour  of  the  republic,  and  her  deep 
and  fincere  intcred  in  her  fate. 

From  that  time  to  the  prefent,  the  government  and  people  of 
the  United  States  have  uniformly  manifeded  a  fmgere  and  ardent 
frienddiip  for  France,  and  have,  as  they  conceive,  in  nodngle  in* 
flance  given  to  this  republic  jud  caufe  of  umbrage:  if  they  have 
done  fo,  they  wiih  it  to  be  pointed  out  to  them.  After  the  deter- 
mination of  France  to  break  off  all  regular  intercourfe  with  them, 
they  have  fent  three  envoys  extraordinary  to  endeavour  to  make 
fuch  explanations  as  might  produce  reconciliation  ;  thefe  envoys 
are  prepared  to  invedigatc,  and  widi  to  invedigate  any  meafures 
'irhich  may  have  given  offence — and  are  perfuaded  that  they  can 
entirely  judify  the  conduft  of  their  government. 

To  this  didant,  unoffending,  friendly  republic,  what  is  the 
condu£l  and  the  language  of  France  ?  Wherever  our  property  can 
be  found,  fhe  fe:;&es  and  takes  it  from  us  ;  unprovoked,  Ihe  deter- 
mines to  treat  us  as  enemies,  and  our  making  no  refi dance  pro- 
duces nodinxinution  of  hodilitiesagaind  us.  She  abufesauid  infults 
our  govcrnoicnt,  endeavours  to  weaken  it  in  the  edimation  of  the 
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people,  recalls  her  own  miniftdry  refiifes  to  receive  ours ;  and,  wheft 
cxcr '.jrJiiu.y  means  are  taken  to  make  fuch  explanations  as  majF 
do  J  .cay  iniriiiicicrdandtngSy  and  fuch  alterations  in  the  exiting  re- 
tatioriK  to  liu  two  countricr,  as  may  be  mutually  fatisfaAory^  and 
may  tend  to  produce  harmony,  the  envoys  who  bear  thefe  powers 
arc  not  rirce-'Vtd  ;  they  arc  not  permitted  to  utter  the  amicable 
wlihcsoi  ti.cii  country  ^  but ^  in  the  haughty  (iyle  of  a  mafter,  thpy 
2ri:  told,  that  inkTs  they  will  pay  a  fum,  to  which  their  refources 
f:arcely  ex'ciul,  that  ihev  inu)  cxpe£l  the  vengeance  of  France, 
a!iJ,  like  V. nice,  be  crafcd  from  (he  ViA  of  nations:  that  France 
^'ili  annihilate  the  oiily  free  republic  upon  earth,  and  the  only  na- 
tion in  the  univcrfc  wliich  has  voluntarilv  manifefted  for  her   a 
cordial  and    real  fricndfliip.     What  i.  '^relTion  muft  this  make 
upon  the  mind  of  America,  if,  wi.liout  provocation,  France  was 
determined  to  make  war  upon  us,  unlcfs  we   purchafed  peace  i 
Wc  could  not  calily  believe  th  »:  .ven  our  money  would  fave  us — 
our  independence  would  ncv^i  ..eafe  to  give  oifence,  and  would 
alu'ays  furnifh  a  pretext  for  iicfh  demands.     On  the  advantages 
of  neutrality  it  was  iinncccirary  to  fay  any  thing  ;  all  the  efforts  of 
ot^r  government   were  exerted  to  maintain  it  ;  and  we  would 
»Jcvcr  willingly   part  with  it.     With  refpedl  to  a  political  con- 
flexion  with  Britain,  we  told  him,  that  America  had  never  con- 
i^nriplated   it.     Whether  the   danger    tliat   he    reprcfented  that 
government  to  be  in,  was  or  was  not  real,  we  would  not  under- 
i*^kc  to  decide.     Britain,  we  believed,  had  much  reafon  to  wi(I( 
for  peace;  and  France  had  much  rcafon  to  wilh  for  peace  alfo: 
if  peace  already  exillcd,  it  would  not  change  the  courfe  America 
^ouM  purfue. 

M.  Y.  manifefied  the  mofl  excefTive  impatience  ;  he  interrupted 
^*^i  and  faid.  This  eloquent  dilllrtation  might  be  true ;  America 
^•'.ght  liave  manifcflcJ,   and  he  believed    had   manifcftcd    great 
hirndihip  lor  France,  ami  had  juft  complaints  againll  her ;  but 
Ic  d;(I  not  come  to  liltcn   to  iliofe  complaints.     The  minifler 
^voLJvl,  on  our  requclt,  make  for  us  certain  propofitions  to  the 
Directory  ;  he  had  Jt:nt  d  them  to  U5 ;  and  all  the  anfwer  he wiflied 
^^■JS  Yes  or  no.     J)ui  we  or  di:i   \^c  not   foiicit  the   miniftcr  to 
make  the  propolition  lor  us?  We  told  him,  that,  without  going 
'jfthcr  into  the  difciilhon,  we  chofc  to  remark  one  or  two  things  ; 
Jhcy  were,  that  the  cxilting  treaties  gave  to  France  certain  advan- 
Jigc';,  which  were  very  elfential ;  that   tfpecially  the  American 
cjail  afforded  a  protccTion,  near  two  thoufand  miles  in  extent,  to 
the  prizes  made  bv  France  on  her  enemies,  and  refufed  that  pro- 
tection to  the  pri/cs  taken  from  her  i  that  fhe  might  be  aiTured, 
tbi!  ill  cafe  of  war  ihcfe  advantages  would  be  loft  for  ever,     Wc 
aliti  told    him,  we   were  convinced  that    France    mifcalculated 
on  the  parlies  in  America;  that  the  extreme  injuftice  offered  to 
o'jr  country  would  unite  every  man  againll  her.     M.  X.  informed 
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«f,  that  M.  Tallcynnd  would  not  confcnt  even  to  lay  this  pro- 
pofition  before  the  Direftory  wiihout  prcvioufly  receiving  the 
50^000/.  or  the  greater  part  of  it. 

M.  Y.  left  in  writing  his  propofitrons,  and  we  returned  the 
anfwcr  annexed,  and  marked  B. 

HoFVcmhrr  ift.  It  was  at  length  agreed,  that  wc  would  hold  no 
more  indire61  intercourfe  with  the  government. 

Hfivember  3d.  M.  X.  called  on  ns,  and  told  General  Pinckney 
and  General  Marlhall  (Mr. Gerry  not  being  within],  that  M.  \. 
wifhed  once  more  to  fee  us.  We  anfwered,  that  wc  flioulJ  at 
ahy  time  be  glad  to  fee  M.  Y.  as  a  private  gentleman  ;  but  thai  if 
his  objetSl  was  only  to  repeat  his  propofitions  for  mcnf-y,  it  was 
perfectly  unneceflTary  to  do  f o ;  becaufe  on  that  fubject  ii  was  im- 
pofliblc  for  us  to  change  the  anfwer  wc  had  already  given.  Wc 
fold  him  farther,  that  wc  confidcred  it  as  degrading  our  country  to 
carry  on  farther  fuch  an  indire£l  intercourfe  as  wc  had  for  fome 
time  fubmittcd  to,  and  had  determined  to  receive  no  propofitions, 
unlefs  the  perfons  who  bore  them  had  acknowledged  authority  to 
treat  with  us.  He  fa  id,  that  perhaps  M.  Y.  might  have  written 
powers  from  the  miniller  ;  and  we  replied,  that,  if  he  had,  wc 
iliottld  receive  his  communications  with  pleafure.  He  fpokc  of 
a  probable  peace  with  England,  and,  having  requcflcd  us  to  be  at 
home  in  the  afternoon,  left  us. 

About  three  o'clock  he  came,  and,  after  fome  converfation,  in 
which  we  repeated  in  fubllance  what  is  dated  above,  he  Ihowed 
us  a  paper,  which  he  faid  was  a  copy  of  a  letter  prepared  for  us  by 
M.  Talleyrand,  requeftingan  explanation  of  part  of  the  Prefidcnt's 
ipeech,  and  which  he  faid  would  be  fent,  unlefs  we  came  into  the 
propofitions  which  had  been  made  us.  We  wifhed  to  take  a  copy 
of  it,  which  he  declined  permitting,  faying,  he  was  forbidden  to 
allow  it.  We  fpoke  of  the  letter  coming  to  us  as  a  meafure  we 
bad  no  expedation  of  preventing;  and  he  faid,  he  cbtild  not 
underdand  that  we  wiftied  it  delayed.  To  which  we  anfwered, 
that  the  delay  of  a  few  .days  could  not  be  defircd,  unlefs  a  hope 
exifted,  that  the  Direftory  might  become  more  friendly  to  our 
country. 

He  faid,  that  intelligence  had  been  received  from  the  United 
States,  that  if  Colonel  Burr  and  Mr.  Maddifon  had  conftituted  the 
miffion,  the  differences  between  the  two  nations  would  have  been 
accommodated  before  this  time.  He  added,  as  a  fa£l  he  was  not 
inftrocled  to  communicate,  that  M.  Talleyrand  was  preparine  a 
niemoiial  to  be  fent  out  to  the  United  States,  complaining  of  us 
as  being  unfriendly  to  an  accommodation  with  France.  Wc  re- 
plied to  this  intelligence  from  the  United  States,  that  the  minifter's 
correfpondents  in  >^merira  took  a  good  deal  en  themfelves,  when 
they  undertook  to  fay  how  the  Diredory  would  h^ve  received 
Coione)  Sutr  and  Mr.  Maddifcn  ;  and  th:(t  with  rcfpcA  to  the 
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mecnoffial  of  M.  Talleyrand,  it  would  not  be  eafy  for  him  to  con 
Tince  our  countrymen,  that  the  ftatemcnts  wc  ihould  make  were 
untrue  j  if,  however,  we  were  confident  that  our  conduA  would  be' 
condemned,  M.  Talleyrand   might  be  afTurcd,  that  the  fear  of 
ccnfurc  would  not  induce  us  to  defervc  it,  but  that  we  fliouid  aft 
in  a  manner  which  our  own  judgments  and  confcienccs  would  ap-. 
prove  of  i  and  wc  trufted  wc  ihould  be  fupported  by  the  great  body 
of  candid  and  honed  men.     In  this  convcrfation  wc  again  dated, 
that  America  had  taken  a  neutral  pofition  ;  that  (he  had  faithfully 
Sought  to.prcfervc  it ;  that  a  loin  of  money  to  one  of  the  belli- 
gerent powers  was  diredly  to  take  part  in  the  war;  and  that  to 
take  part  in  the  war  againft  her  own  judgment  and  will,  under 
die  coercion  of  France,  was  to  furrendcr  our  independence. 


Exhibit  A. 

\inclofed  In  the  Envoys*  Letter  of  November  8,   1797,  No,  11.^ 

THE  American  envoys  (hall  remain  here  for  fix  months,  in  the 
lame  manner,  and  upon  the  fame  footing  with  regard  to  etiquette, 
as  did  M.  d'Aranjo,  the  envoy  of  Portugal. 

II.  There  fliall  be  named  a  commiilion   of  five  members^  . 
agreeably  to  a  form  to  be  cflablilbed  for  the  purpofe  of  decidiug 
upon  the  reclamations  of  the   Americans,  relative  to  the  prizes 
niadc  on  them  by  the  French  privateers, 

III.  The  American  envoys  will  engage,  that  their  government 
fiiall  pay  the  indemnifications,  or  the  amount  of  the  fums  already 
dscrccd  to  the  American  creditors  of  the  French  republic,  and  by 
ihc  commifTioncrs.  I'his  payment  Ihnll  he  made  under  the  name 
of  an  advance  to  the  French  rcptiblic,  who  fliall  repay  it  in  a 
time  and  a  manner  to  be  agreed  upon. 

IV.  One  of  the  American  envoys  (ImH  return  to  America,  to 
demand  of  his  government  the  necelfary  powers  to  purchafe,  for 
ca(h,  the  thirty- two  millions  of  Dutch  refcriptions  belonging  to 
the  French  republic,  in  cafe  the  envoys  fliould  conclude  a  treaty 
which  (hall  be  approved  by  the  two  nations. 

V.  In  the  interval  the  definitive  treaty  fliall  proceed,  fof  the 
termination  of  all  differences  exiillng  between  the  French  republic 
and  the  United  States,  fo  as  that  the  treaty  giay  be  concluded  im- 
mediately on  the  return  of  the  deputy. 

VI.  The  (jucftion  of  the  role  d* equipage  fliall  remain  fufpended 
until  the  return  of  the  deputy,  and  the  commiflion  fliall  not  pro- 
nounce upon  any  reclamation  where  this  point  ihall  be  in  queflion. 

VI  I.  During  the  fix  months  granted  for  the  going  and  returning 
of  the  deputy,  hoflilities  againil  the  Americans  (hall  be  fufpended,  as 
v>cll  as  the  procefs  for  condemnation  before  the  tribunals :  and  the 
mc^ney  of  ;he  prizes  already  condemned,  in  the  hands  of  the  civil 
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oS:cers  of  the  nation,  fhall  remain  there,  without  being  deliverc 
to  the  privateers-men,  until  the  return  of  the  deputy^ 


Exhibit  B. 

[Reciivcdwith  the  Envoys*  L^tUrKo.  II,  r/atcJ  Sth  November  1797* 

THE  envoys  extraordinary  and  minifters  plenipotentiary  of  th 
United  States  cannot  avoid  obferving  the  very  unufual  fituatio 
in  which  they  arc  placed,  by  the  manner  in  which  they  are  alon 
permitted  to  make  communications  on  the  objefts  of  their  miflion 
they  are  called  upon  to  pledge  their  country  to  a  very  grca 
amount ;  to  anfwcr  demands,  which  appear  to  them  as  extra 
ordinary  as  Ihey  were  uncxpcfled,  without  being  permitted  I 
difcufs  the  reafon,  the  jufticc,  or  the  policy  en  which  thofe  dc 
maPAJs  are  founded,  and  not  only  without  aflurances,  that  th 
rights  of  the  United  States  will  in  iuture  be  refpefted,  but  withoi 
a  document  to  prove,  that  thofe  to  whom  they  arc  required  to  ope 
ihemfelves  without  referve,  and  at  whofc  inflance  thev  are  callc 
on  to  facrifice  fo  much,  arc  empowered,  even  by  the  mini(ter,  "^ 
hold  ^ny  communication  with  them  :  yet  fuch  is  the  anxious  ar 
real  folicitude  of  tjie  envoys  to  feize  any  occafion  which  .m : 
afford  a  hope,  however  dlHant,  of  coming  to  thofe  cxplanalio 
>vhich  they  fo  much  wiih  to  make  with  tbis  republic,  that  tK 
pafs  over  the  uncommon  ar»d  informal  modes  which  have  bcr 
>idopted,  and  will  only  confidtr  the  propofitions  themfclves. 

I.  The  miniders  of  the  United  Stares  will  permit  no  pcrfi>i 
confiderations  to  influence  their  negotiations -with  the  French  1 
public.  Although  they  e>:pe£^v:d  tlie  extraordinary  means  adop  t 
by  their  governn)tnt  to  reconcile  iifelf  to  tliat  of  France  wo*' 
have  been  received  witli  fome  degree  of  attention,  yet  they  a 
too  folicitous  to  enter  upon  the  iiripprtant  and  intereding  duty  < 
their  milliou,  to  pc-rmil  ihemi'clves  to  hz  reflrained  by  forms  an 
etiquette. 

II.  On  this  article  it  h  I)clieved  there  can  be  nodifagreement. 
ill.    This   article,    as   explained,    would   oblige    the    Uniiq; 

States  to  advance,  nut  to  tlicir  own  ciiizens,  but  to  the  govern 
ment  of  France,  Anns  eciuivalciit  to  the  depredations  made  by  th 
corfairs  of  the  republic  on  tlie  American  commerce,  and  to  th 
contradls  made  wnth  their  citizens  by  France  ;  and  this  advanc< 
inftead  of  benefiting  the  ciii/cns  of  the  United  States,  won] 
leave  them  precifely  what  they  now  are,  the  creditors  of  tl 
I  rench  republic  :  the  more  extcnfive  the  depredations,  and  tl" 
more  confiderablc  the  contrails  uncomplied  with,  the  more  woul 
the  government  of  France  receive  from  the  United  States.  Ir 
depend,  nt  of  ihcfc  objcflions,  the  minifters  of  the  United  Stati 
cannot  engage  to  afliimc,  in  any  form,  the  debts  due  from  Fran< 
to  their  fellow-citizenh ;  ihcy  have  no  fuch  power. 
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I V.  If  the  xegottations  be  opened,  and  the  propoCtions  fgr  m 
loan,  or  any  other  propofitions,  exceeding  the  powers  of  the 
miniilers,  be  made,  the  government  of  the  United  States  will  be 
confulted  thereon  with  expedition, 

V.  This>  or  any  other  propoiition,  having  for  its  objed  the 
claims  of  the  two  nations  on  each  other,  or  an  accot^modation  of 
differences,  will  be  enibraced  with  ardour  by  the  minifters  of  the 
United  States. 

VI.  it  cannot  efcape  notice,  that  the  queftion  of  the  reU  d^equi* 
fagtfnzy  involve  in  it  every  veifel  taken  frooi  the  United  States; 
the  minifters,  however,  confider  it,  and  wifli  to  take  it  up  as  a 
fubjcd  of  negotiation. 

VII.  On  this  article  it  is  only  to  be  obferved,  that  the  feafoA 
•f  the  year  is  fuch,  as  probably  to  render  a  return  within  fii; 
mooths,  of  the  envoy  who  might  fail  to  the  United  States,  im* 
padicable :  proviflon  (hould  be  made  for  fu^h  an  event. 

If  the  difficulties  attending  the  propodtions  for  a  loan  and  a 

compenfation  for  paft  injuries,  be  fuch  as  to  require  time  fof 

Adr  removal,  the  minifters  of  the  United  States  propofe,  thai 

^  difcuflions  on  the  relative  f^uation  of  the  two  countries  mzj 

<^oaimence  in  the  ufual  forms  ;  that  the  relation  to  each  other  maf 

Ite  fo  regulated^  as  to  obviate  future  mifundefftandings ;  and  that 

^e  adjuftment  of  the  claims  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States^ 

^hofe  veflels  have  been  captured,  may  be  made  after  a  decifion  oa 

^  point  firft  mentioned. 

No  diplomatic  gratification  can  precede  the  ratification  of  xht^ 

No.  III. 
Dear  Sir,  P^ir/j,  Nevcmier  ijy  1797* 

ON  the  I  ith  inftant  we  tranfmitted  the  following  official  letter 
^o  ihc  minifter  of  foreign  affairs ;  ^ 

"  Citizen  Minifter, 

*'  The  underfigned  envoys  extraordinary  and  minifters  pleni^ 

potemiary  of  the  United  States  of  America  to  the  French  republic, 

iud  the  honour  of  announcing  to  you  officially,  on  the  6th  of 

Odober,  their  arrival  at  Paris,  and  of  prefenting  to  you  on  the 

iih  a  copy  of  their  letters  of  credence.     Vour  declaration  at  that 

time,  that  a  report  on  American  affairs  was  tben  preparing,  and 

would  in  a  few  days  be  laid  before  the  Directory,  whofe  decifion 

thereon  fhould,  without  delay,  be  made  known,  has  hitherto  im* 

pofed  filence  on  them.     For  this  communication  they  have  waited 

with  that  anxious  folicitude  which  fo  interefting  an  event  could 

not  fail  to  excite,  and  with  that  refpedt  which  is  due  to  the  govcin- 

mtnt  of  France.     They  have  not  yet  received  it  i  and  fo  mitch 

Vol.  VII.  E  c  time 
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time  has  been  permitted  to  elapfc,  fo  critical  is  the  fituation  of 
many  of  their  countrymen,  and  fo  cmbarraffing  is  that  of  the  un- 
derfigned,  both  as  it  rcfpeds  themfelves  and  the  government  they 
reprefent,  that  they  can  no  longer  clifpcnfe  with  the  duty  of  foli- 
citing  your  attention  to  their  million. 

"  The  United  States,  Citizen  Minifter,  at  an  epoch  which 
evinced  their  fincerity,  have  given  inconteftable  proofs  of  their 
ardent  fricndlhip,  of  their  afFeftion  for  the  French   republic: 
thefe .  were  the  rcfult,    not  of  their   unparalleled  prowefs  and 
power,  but  of  their  confidence  in  her  jiiftice  and  magnanimity  ; 
and  in  fuch  high  cltimation  was  the  reciprocity  of  her  friendfliip 
held  by  them,  as  to  have  been  a  primary  objc6l  of  rational  con- 
cern.    The  prcfcTvation  of  it  was  dear  to  them  \  the  lofs  of  it, 
a  fubjeft  of  unfeigned  regret ;  and  the  recovery  of  it,  by  every 
meafure  which  fliall  conf'ift  with  the  rights  of  an  independent 
nation,  engages  their  conftant  attention.     The  government  of  the 
-United  States,  we  are  authorized  to  declare,  has  examined,  with 
the  mod  fcrupulous  juilice,  its  condu£l  towards  its  former  friend. 
5t  has  been  led  to  this  by  a  fincere  defire  to  remove  of  itfclf  every 
juft  caufe  of  complaint;  conceiving  that,  with  the  mod  upright 
intentions,  fuch   caufe  may  probably   exifl :    and   although   the 
ftrifteft  fearch  has  produced  no  felf-reproach,  although  the  govern- 
ment is  confcious  that  it  has  uniformly  fought  to  prefervc,  with 
fidelity,  -its  engagements  to  France  ;  yet,  far  from  wifliing  to  ex- 
crcifc  the  privilege  of  judging  for  itfelf  on  its  own  courfe  of  rea- 
foning,  and  the  lights  in  its  own  pofleflion,  it  invites  fair  and  can- 
did difcullion  ;  it  folicits  a  reconlideration  of  the  pad  ;  it  is  pcr- 
fuadcd  its  intentions,  its  views,  and  its  adions,  mud  have  been 
mifreprefented  and  mifunderdood  ;  it  is  convinced,  the  effential 
intereds  of  both  nations  will  be  promoted  by  reconciliation  and 
peace;  and  it  cherifhes  the  hope  of  meeting  with  fimilar  difpofitions 
on  the  part  of  the  Diredory. 

**  Guided  by  thcfe  fentiments,  the  Prcfident  of  the  United 
States  has  given  it  in  charge  to  the  undcrfigncd  to  date  to  the 
Executive  J)irc£lory,  the  deep  regret  which  he  feels  at  the  lofs  or 
'fufpenfion  of  the  harmony  and  friendly  intercourfe  which  fub- 
fitted  between  the  two  republics,  and  his  fincere  wilh  to  redorc 
them  ;  to  difcufs  candidly  the  complaints  of  France,  and  to  offer 
frankly  thofc  of  the  United  States;  and  he  has  authorized  a  re- 
view of  exiding  treaties,  and  fuch  alterations  thereof,  as  fliall 
coniTid  with  the  mutual  intered  and  fatisfa£lioa  of  the  contraAing 
parties. 

**  This  tafk  the  underfigned  are  anxious  to  commenco :  anid 
truly  happy  will  they  be,  if  their  exertions  can  in  any  degree 
contribute  to  redore  that  friendfliip,  that  mutual  interchange  of 
good  offices,  which  it  is  alike  their  wifh  and  their  duty  to  eflfeft 
between  the  citizens  of  the  two  republics. 

'••The 
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*<  The  underfigned  pray  you,  Ciuzen  Minifter^  to  pi;!efent 
tkis  communication  to  the  Executive  Direftory,  and  to  receive 
the  affurances  of  their  mod  pcrfed  confideration. 

(Signed)        "  Charles  Cotesworth  Pinckn^y. 

"  J.  Marshall. 
"  Elbridge  Gerry. 
"  Parity  Nov,  II,  in  the  22^ 
year  §f  the  jimerican  independence,  ^ 

"  To  the  Minifies-  of  Foreign  affairs  of  the  French  Republic  J^ 

No  anfwer  haying  been  given  to  it  on  the  21ft  inftant,  we  re- 
qucfted  Major  Rutledge  to  wait  on  the  minifter,  and  inquire 
of  him  whether  he  had  communicated  the  letter  to  the  Diredlory, 
and  whether  we  might  cxped  an  anfwer :  he  replied,  that  he  had 
fubmittcd  our  letter  to  them,  and  that  they  would  direft  him  what 
ftcps  to  purfue,  of  which  we  fhould  be  informed.     We  have  not, 
however,  hitherto  received  any  official  intimation  relative  to  this 
bulincfs :  we  are  not  yet  received  ;  and  the  condemnation  of  our 
vcflels  for  Want  of  a  ro(e  d'equipage  is  unremittingly  continued^ 
Frequent  and  urgent  attempts  have  been  made  to  inveigle  us  again 
into  negotiation  with  perfons.  not  officially  authorized,  of  whicl| 
the  obtaining  money  is  the  bafts ;  but  we  have  perflfted  iii  declining 
to  hive  any  further  communication  relative  to  diplomatic  bufinef^ 
^th  perfons  of  that  defcription  ;  and  we  mean  to  adhere  to.  this 
determination.    We  are  forry  to  inform  you,  that  the  prefent 
d'fpofition  of  the  government  of  this  country  appears  to  be  as 
unfriendly  towards  ours  as  ever,  and  that  we  have  very  little  pro- 
pped of  fiiccceding  in  our  miffion. 
We  have  the  honour  to  be 

Your  mod  obedient  humble  fervants, 

Charles  Cotesworth  Pinckney. 
J.  Marshall. 
I  E.  Gerry. 

Cdmel  Pickering. 

No.   IV. 

Dear  Sir,  Parisy  Dec.  24,  1797* 

WE  have  not  yet  received  any  anfwer  to  our  official  letter  to 

the  minillcr  of  foreign  affiiirs,  dated  the  nth  of  lad  month,  and 

oentioncd  in  No.  III.;  but  reiterated  attempts  have  been  made  to 

er.gige  us  In  negotiation  with   perfons  not  officially  authorized ; 

aod  you  will  find  by  the  exhibits  marked  A,  B,  and  C,  herewith 

trnt,  fomc  important  information  relative  to  the  views  and  inten- 

ficms  of  the  French  government   with  refpeft  to  ours.     We  aro 

all  of  opinion,  that  if  wc  were  to  remain  here  for  fix  months 

lunger,  without  w«  were  to  fiipulate  the  payment  of  moaey,  and 

£  e  a  a  great 


i  great  de^I  of  it,  in  (ome  (hape  or  other,  we  fbould  not  fa 
to  );flR*(fiuate  the  obje£ls  of  our  miflion,  (hould  we  be  ever 
dally  rectired ;  unfefs  the  pFojeded  attempt  on  England  i 
fill],  or  a  total  change  take  place  in  the  perfons  who  at  p 
dire6l  the  affairs  of  this  government.  In  this  fituation  of 
^tcrs,  we  are  determined,  by  the  loth  of  next  month,  i 
they  remain  as  they  are,  to  tranfmit  another  letter  to  the  mii 
reprefenting,  as  far  as  may  be  expedient,  the  views  of  ou 
vtrnmcnt.  ^  , 

We  have  the  honour  to  be 

Your  moft  obedient  humWe  fervants, 
Charles  Cotesworth  Pinc* 
.  Marshall* 
\.  Gerry. 
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Exhibit  A. 
[Enclofed  U  the  Envays*  Letter ^  No.  IV.] 

ON  the  14th  of  December,  M.  X.  called  on  me,  in  i 
is  he  fald,  to  gain  fome  information  relative  to  fome  Ian 

—       '   ,purchaf^d  by for  whom  ■     .     So( 

terwards  General  Marfhall  came  in,  and  then  Mr.  Gerry': 
riage  drove  into  th^  yard.  "  Here's  Mr.  Gerry,**  faid  G< 
JNiarftall.  **  I  am  gladpf  it,"  faid  M.  X,  "  for  I  wifl 
ineet  all  of  you  gentlemen,  to  inform  you  that  M.  Y 
ahother  miflkge  to  you  from  M.  Talleyrand/*  I  immed 
exprelTed  my  furprife  at  it,  as  M.  Talleyrand,  M.  Y.  an< 
all  knew  our  determination  to  have  ho  farther  communicati 
tlic  fnbjcA'of  our  miffion,  with  perfons  not  officially  autho 
He  replied,  that  determination  was  made  fix  weeks  ago ;  2 
was  prefumed  that  we  had  changed  our  opinion.  I  (aid,  1 
had  not ;  and  I  did  not  believe  my  colleagues  had.  At  tha 
ment  Mr.  Gerry  entered  the  room,  and  I  privately  acquj 
him  with  the  objeft  of  M.  X/s  vifit.  General  Marfliali, 
Gerry,  and  myfclf,  then  withdrew  into  another  room,  am 
mediately  agreed  ,to  adhere  to  our  former  refohition.  M,  X 
then  callpd  in:  when  I  acquainted  him,  in  a  few  words, 
our  determinaltibn ;  and  Mr.  Gerry  expatiated  more  at  lar 
the  propriety  of  our  a£ting  in  this  manner,  and  on  the 
unprecedented  way  in  which  we  had  been  treated  fince  ou 
rival. 

On  the  20th  of  December,  a  lady,  who  is  well  acqua 
with  M.Talleyrand,  exprefled  tome  her  concern  that  we 
llill  in  fo  unfettled  a  fituation ;  "  But,"  adds  (he,  <*  why  wil 
Aot  lehd  us  money  ?  If  you  would  but  make  us  a  loai 
BUitttrs  wouhl  be  adjufted  :*'  and  (he  added,  **  When  you 

conter 
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contending  for  your  revolution,  we  lent  yoy  money/*    I  men* 

tioned  the  very  great  dliSerence  there  was  between  the  fituation  of 

the  two  countries  at  that  period  and  the  prefent ;  and  the  very 

different  circumftaoces  under  which  the  loan  was  made  iis,  and 

the  loan  demanded  from  us.     She  replied — **  We  do  not  make 

m  demand ;  we  think  it  more  delicate  that  the  offer  (hould  como 

from  you.     But  M.  Talleyrand  has  mentioned  to  me  (who  am 

furcly  not  in  his  confidence)  the  neceffity  of  your  onaking  ,us  a 

loan ;  and  I  know  that  he  has  mentioned  it  to  two  or  three 

others,  and   that   you  have  been  informed  of  it.     And  I  will 

aiTure  you,    that  if  you   remain  here   fix  months  longer,    you 

would  not  advance  a  iingle  ftep  further  in  your  negotiation  with^ 

out  a  loan." — •*  If  that  is  the  cafe/'  I  replied,  "we  may  as 

well  go  away  now." — "  Why  that  poflibly/*  faid  flie,  **  might 

lead  to  a  rupture,  which  you  had  4>etter  avoid  ;  for  we  know  we 

have  a  very  confiderable  party  in  America,  who  are  l|rongly  in 

our  intercit.'*    There  is  nu  occafion  to  enter  into  a  further  detail 

of  the  converfation.     I   have  only  noted  this   part  of  it  as  ex« 

preflive  of  what  I  believe  (as  far  as  relates  to  the  loan  and  party 

m  America  in  their  favour)  to  be  the  fentiments  of  the  French 

government  with  regard  to  us. 

Charles  Cotesworth  Pin"CICNEY» 
Die.  21,  1797. 


Exhibit  B. 
[Enclofcd  In  the  Envoys^  Letter^  No.  IV.] 

EXTRACT  from  General  Marlhall's  Journal,  Dec.  17,  1797. 
—I  ftepped  into  Mr.  Gerry's  apartment,  where  I  Ciw  M.  Y. 
Hecxpreflfed  his  f/!grct  at  having  been  difablcd  to  dine  with  us 
at  M.  de  Beaumarchais',  by  an  inveterate  tooth-ach.  He  then 
aflced  me  whether  I  had  feen  M.  de  Beaumarchais  lately :  I  told 
him,  not  fince  he  dined  with  us;  and  that  he  had  left  us  much 
indifpored.  He  then  obfcrvcd,  that  he  had  not  known  till  lately 
thtt  I  was  the  advocate  for  that  gentleman  in  his  cauCb  againft 
theftateof  Virginia;  and  that  M.  de  Beaumarchais,  in  confe- 
^ueace  of  that  circumdance,  had  cxpreflcd  fcntimentr  of  high 
vtgard  for  me.  I  replied,  that  M.  de  Beaumarchais*  cmifis  was 
rf  great  magnitude,  very  uncertain  ilTue,  and,  confequently,  that 
t portion  of  the  intered  he  felt  in  it  would  very  naturally  be  tranf- 
fcrred  to  his  advocate.  He  immediately  faid  (low  and  apart) 
that  M.  de  Beaumarchais  had  confented,  provided  his  claim 
could  be  edabliflicd,  to  facrifice  fifty  thoufand  pounds  fterling  ot 
it,  as  the  private  gratification  which  had  been  required  of  us,  fc 
that  the  gratification  might  be  made  without  any  adual  lofs  to  th' 
American  government.  I  anfweredj  that  a  gratification  on  ar  • 
I  terrd- 

jcft 


(    214.    ) 

terms,  or  in  any  forcn,  was  a  fubjecEl  which  we  approached  with 
much  fear  and  difficulty,  as  we  were  not  authorized  by  our  go- 
vernment to  make  one  ;  nor  had  it  been  expeded  that  one  would 
be  neceflary  ;  that  I  could  not  undertake  to  fay  whether  my  col- 
leagues would  confent  to  it  in  any  (late  of  things  ;  but  1  could  un- 
dertake to  fay,  no  one  of  us  would  confent  to  it  unlefs  it  was 
preceded  or  accompanied  by  a  full  and  entire  recognition  of  the 
claims  of  our  citizens,  and  a  fatisfadory  arrangement  on  the 
objeds  of  our  miflion.  He  faid  it  was  in  the  expe£lation  of 
that  event  only  that  he  mentioned  it.  We  parted ;  and  I  Aated 
the  converfation  to  General  Pinckney,  who  was  difinclined  to 
any  ftipulation  of  the  fort,  and  confidered  it  as  a  renewal  of  the 
eld  reprobated  fydem  of  in^ire£l,  unauthorized  negptiation.   ' 

Having  been  originally  the  counfel  of  M.  de  Beaumarchais, 
I  had  determined,  and  fo  I  informed  General  Pinckney,  that  I 
would  not,  by  my  voice,  eftablifli  any  agreement  in  his  favour  \ 
but  that  I  would  pofitively  oppofe  any  admiffion  of  the  claim  of 
ahy  French  citizen,  if  not  accompanied  with  the  admifliott  of 
the  claims  of  the  American  citizens  of  property  captured  and 
condemned  for  want  of  a  role  d^equipage.  My  reafon  for  con- 
ceiving that  this  ought  to  be  flipulated  exprefsly,  was  a  convic* 
tion  that,  if  it  was  referred  to  commiflioners,  it  would  be  com- 
mitting abfolutely  to  chance  as  complete  a  right  as  any  individu- 
als ever  pofTefled.  General  Pinckney  was  againft  admitting  the 
claim  at  any  rate. 

After  my  return,  Mr.  Gerry  came  into  my  room,  and  told 
me  that  M.  Y.  had  called  on  him,  to  accompany  him  on  a 
vifit  to  M.  Talleyrand  ;  that  he  propofed  feeing  M.  Talleyrand, 
and  returning  the  civility  of  the  dinner  ;  and  endeavouring  to 
4>ring  about  fome  intercourfc  between  him  and  us. 

Dec.  18. 

General  Pinckney  and  Mr.  Gerry  met  in  my  room  ;  and 
Mr*  Gerry  detailed  to  us  the  converfation  mentioned  in  our  pub* 
lie  letter.  'The  propofition  relative  to  the  claim  of  M.  de 
Beaumarchais  is  entirely  ditFerent  from  my  underiianding  of  it 
in  the  very  brief  (latcment  made  to  nic  by  M.  Y.  We  refolvcd 
that  we  would  rigidly  adhere  to  the  rule  we  had  adopted,  to 
enter  into  no  negotiation  with  perfons  not  formally  authorized 
to  treat  with  us.  We  came  ulfo  to  the  determination  to  prepare 
aletterto  the  minifter  of  foreign  relations,  itating  the  obje^  of 
our  miilion,  and  difcuffing  the  fubje£ls  of  difference  between 
the  two  nations,  in  like  manner  as  if  vi  e  had  been  a£tually  re- 
ceived ;  and  to  clo(e  the  letter  with  requeuing  the  govern^ 
mcnt  to  open  the  negotiation  with  us,  or  to  grant  us  our 
pairports. 

Exhibit 
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Exhibit  C. 

[Enclcfed  in  the  Envoys'  Letter ^  No,  IV.] 

Dec*  13.. 
^IR-    Gerry,    accidentally    calling    on    General    Pincknejr.  / 
ft>und  M.  X.  and   was  Toon   informed   that  his  objedl  was  to 
obtain  another   interview  between  the  niinifters  and  M.  Y.  on 
the  affairs  of   their  miifion.     General  Marlhall  happening  alfo 
to  be   there,  we   retired   into  another   room,   and   immediately 
agreed  to  adhere  to  our  former  determination,  not  to  have  any 
more  informal  communication.     M.  X.  having  been  called  in. 
General  Pinckney  briefly  communicated  our  determination:  and 
Mr.  Gerry  obferved,  that  he   was  much  hurt   by  this  propofi- 
tion;  thnt  the  miniflers  had  already  proceeded  farther  in  this 
mode  of  communication   than  perhaps  they  could  juftify;  that 
they  had  refufed,   fix  weeks  ago,  to  renew  it;   and  that  fome 
regard  ought  to  be  paid  to  their  feelings,  which   had   been  fuf- 
ficiently  mortified ;  that  the  propofition  was  difrefpedlful  to  the 
envoys,  as   it  betrayed  a  belief    that  they   had  lofl  a  fenfe  of 
their   dignity,    and    were   indeed    incompetent  to  their  office; 
that,   had  there  been   but  one  envoy  extraordinary,    he   ought 
to  have  had  an  audience  in  a  few  days :  and  that  for  three  tm 
remain   between   two  and  three   months  in   this  fituation,  w^m 
too  humiliating,  too  debafing,  for  any   nation  to  fubmit  to  it; 
that,  for  his  own  part,  had  he  been  fent  to  any  other  nation  iii 
Europe,  with  two  other  envoys,  he  would   not  have  confented 
to  have  remained  in  fuch  a  flate  ten    days ;  that,  knowing  the 
great  defire  of  the  governmant  and  nation  of  the  United  States 
to  be  at  peace  with  France,  he  had,  with   his  colleagues,  fub- 
xnitted  to  this  indignity,  at  the  rilk  of  the  fevere  cenfure  of  the 
former.     Having    alfo   inquired   of    M.  X.  at  what  time  M. 
Talleyrand   could    be   fecn,  the   former  faid,  he  would  inquire 
of  M.  Y.  who  on  the  i6th,  in  the  evening,  fent,  in  Mn  Ger- 
ry's abfence  from  his  lodgings,  a  billet,  as  follows: 

"  M.  Y.  has  the  honour  to  prefent  his  refpeds  t9 
Mr.  Gerry,  to  inform  him  that  he  will  have  the  honoui*  to 
wait  on  him  to-morrow  morning,  at  ten  o'clock,  to  go  toge- 
ther to  the  minifter  of  foreign  relations. 

«'  He  is,  with  refpea,*'  &c. 

On  the  morning  of  the   17th,    M.  Y.  came  in  while  Mr. 

I  *.  Gerry  was  at  breakfaft,  not  having  received  an  anfwer  to  his 

note;  and  Mr.  Marfliall  coming  in,    M.  Y.  took  him  aflde* 

and  conferred  with  hiifi  a  confiderablc  time;  after  which,  the 

rfermer  and  the  reft  of  the  family  left  the  room,   and  M.  Y. 

and  Mr.  Gerry  being  together,  Mr.  G.  told  bimi  that  bis  ob- 

jcft 
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jeft  in  feeing  M.  Talleyrand  was  to  return'  a  civility^  by  re- 
queuing him  to  fix  a  day  for  dining  with  Mr.  G.  who  intended 
to  invite  his  colleagues  ;  by  this  interview  to  promote,  if  pof- 
fible,  a  better  undcrltanding  between  the  minifter  and  the  Ameri- 
can envoys :  and  Mr.  G.  alfo  propofed  to  confer  with  th^  mi- 
iiider  on  the  difagrceable  fituatton  the  envoys  were  in,  and  to 
ilate  to  hiin  fome  reports  which  appeared  to  be  founded,  re- 
fpcding  a  propofition  before  the  Direftory  for  fending  off  all 
Americans  in  a  fhort  period;  but  Mr.  Gerry  added,  that  he 
could  not  hear  a  word  on  the  fubjeil  of  the  aniffion,  or  the  preli- 
minaries to  a  negotiation  ;  as  the  envoys  had  determined  unani- 
moufly  againd  any  informal  communications  on  the  fubje£l« 
M.  Y.  in  anfwer,  faid,  that  Mr.  Marlhall  had  juft  heard  him  on 
a  fubje<fl  of  this  kind ;  and  that  we  might  confider  it  as  he  did, 
merely  as  a  converfation  between  ourfelves.  He  then  Rated, 
that  two  meafurcs  which  M.  Talleyrand  propofed  being  adopted^ 
a  refloration  of  frtcndfliip  between  the  republics  would  follow 
immediately ;  the  one  was  a  gratuity  of  fifty  thoufand  pounds 
ftcrling,  the  other  a  purchjifc  of  thirty-two  millions  of  Dutch 
refcriptions;  that  as  to  the  hitt^  M.  de  Beaumarchais  had  re- 
ceived, in  a  caufe  depending  in  Virginia,  between  that  fiate  and 
himfelf,  145,000/.  fterling ;  that  there  was  an  appeal  from  the 
judgment;  that  he  would  fign  an  a£t  to  rclinquifh  fort^five 
thoufand  pounds,  it  the  whole  fhould  be  finally  recovered, 
leaving  only  one  hundred  thoufand  pounds  for  himfelf;  that  the 
forty -five  thoufand  pounds  might  accrue  to  the  United  StateSt 
who  would',  in  that  cafe,  lofc  but  a  fmall  part  of  the  fifty  thou- 
fand pounds ;  that  the  purchafe  of  fixtecn  millions  of  refcrip- 
tions  would  amount  to  but  one  million  three  liundred  and 
thirty-three  thoufand  pounds  fix  fliillings  and  eightpenct  fieir 
ling ;  which,  with  an  intcrcft  of  five  per  cent,  would  be  cer- 
tainly paid  by  the  government  of  Holland  to  the  United  States> 
and  leave  them  witiiout  any  lofs ;  that  more  than  half  the  fum 
may  now  be  hired  in  Holland,  on  the  credit  of  the  refcrip- 
tions,  and  an  cafy  arrangement  be  made  for  payment  by  (hort 
infiaiments,  which  might  be  obtained  alfo  by  a  loan;  that  it 
was  worthy  the  attention  of  the  envoys  to  confider  whether,  by 
fo  finall  a  facrifice,  they  would  edablilh  a  peace  with  France^ 
or  whether  they  would  rifk  the  confequences ;  that  if  nothing 
could  be  done  by  the  envoys,  arrangeinents  would  be  mad«  forth- 
with to  ravage  the  coafls  of  the  United  States  by  frigates  from 
St.  Domingo;  that  fmall  Hatcs  which  had  offended  France 
were  fuffcring  by  it ;  that  Hamburgh,  and  other  cities  in  that 
quarter,  would,  within  a  month  or  two,  have  their  govern- 
ments changed  ;  that  Switzerland  would  undergo  the  lame  ope- 
ration ;  and  that  Portugal  would  probably  be  in  a  worfe  pre- 
dicament: that  the  expedition  againft  England  would  be  cer- 
tainly 
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taioly  purfued ;  and  that  the  prefcnt  period  was  the  mod  A» 
votirable>  if  Wj^  wiflied  to  ad9pt  any  meafure  for  a  pacifi* 
ation. 

Mr.  Gerry,  in  anfwer,  faid,    that  if  the   French  were  dif- 

poTcd  to  purfue  with  vengeance  the  United   States^  they  might 

perhaps  ravage  their  coafls^  and  injure  them  in  this  way,  but 

they  never  could  fubdue  them  :  the  meafuie   he  thought  utterly 

impradicable,  even  if  attempted  by  France  and  her  allies.     To 

which  M.  Y.  aflcnted.     Mr.  Gerry  obfervcd  farther,  that  the 

ranges  alluded  to  would  undoubtedly  clofely  connc£t  the  United 

States  and  Great  Britain,  and  prevent  the  former  from  returning 

to  the  friendfliip  which  thev  have  ever  had  for  France;  that  as 

to  the   propofitions,  he   mould  cxprefs  no   opinion  on  them  ; 

that  his  (iiuation,  and   that   of  his  colleagues,    was   extremely 

difficult  ;  that  the  Dircflory  was  cxclnfiveiy  prejudiced  againtt 

the  government  of  the  United  States,   and  confidered  them  as 

the  friends  of  Great  Britain ;  that  if  the  enyoys  could  have  an 

opportunity  of   being   heard,    they  could  remove  fuch  impref- 

ftons,  and  fhow  that  the  government  were  the  friends  of  France 

as  much  as  of  Great  Britain  ;  but  that  the  envoys  were  now  in 

the  mod  painful  fituation  ;  that  they  were  treated,  in   the  eyes 

of  all   Europe,    and   of  the  American  government  and  nation, 

with  the   utmoll  contempt,  and    were  fubmitting  to  indignities 

which  they  could  not  reconcile  to  their  feelings,  or  jultify  to 

their  conliitnents. 

M.  Y.  faid,  that  the  obfcrvations  were  juft  ;  but  that  the  Ame- 

licjn  envoys  had  not  experienced  worfe  treatment  than  other  mi- 

nilU'rs,  nor,  indeed,   as  bad  ;    that    the  envoy   of  Portugnl  was 

aijain  ordered  to  depart ;  and  that  but   little  ceremony  was  ob- 

Itrvcd  to  the  envoys  in  general.     M,  Y.   and  Mr.  Gerry  then 

i^'ok  a  riJc  to  M.  Talleyrand's  bureau,  who  received  them  po- 

li'cly  :    and,     after   being    feared,    Mr.  Gerry  obfervcd    to   M. 

TaVicyrand,    in    KngliOi,    flowly,    that     M.    Y.    had    dated   to 

I'-.n  that   njorning  lome  propofiiions  as  coming  from   M.  Tal- 

^tyrand,    rcfpcfting    which    Mr.   G.    could    give    no   opinion: 

»^it  his  object    at   this   interview   was,  to  requeft   of   him   in- 

t-'^maiifn  whether  he  would  fix  a  lime  for  taking  a  dinner  with 

Mr.  Gwiry,    at    which    he   pr(>pofed   to   invite   his  colleagues ; 

'ha:  he  wiflicd  for  more  frequent  interviews  of  fome   kind   or 

whe:  hctwcen  hicnfelf  and   the   envoys,    conceiving  that  many 

'•T».\'.i:iary    difficulties   which   obftruftcil    the    negotiation    would 

V4r,:ih  b\    this  means:  and  that   thofe  which    were   real  would 

u*  !ijr;tif.Mintcd  :    that   conceiving   the  delicate   part    which    the 

^::    'jr   (A    France   had  to   a6l   at  this  time,  he   did   not    wifh 

••'.   1  j'.i"  .laiivl   to    accept  the    invitation,    if    it   would   fubjeft 

••i!'  ;o  i;i:o;ivcn:tncics;    that   he  wilhcd  to  fpeak   on  another 

V.L.  VII.  F  f  fubjca, 
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fuDJefVy  and  it  was  painful  to  him  to  acknowle(^e  that  the 
precarious  fituation  of  the  envoys  was  fuch  as  to  render  it  im- 
podible  for  them  to  take  meafures  for  decent  arrangements; 
that  a  (hort  time  fmce  he  had  fuppofed  meafures  were  taking  a 
favourable  turn  ;  but  that  lately  he  had  received,  from  various 
fjuarters,  information  of  a  report  made  by  the  minifter.  of  the 
interior,  and  under  the  confidcraticyi  of  the  Diredory,  for 
fending  all  Americans  from  Paris  in  twenty-four  hours  ;  that  he 
could  not  be  rcfponfible  for  the  truth  of  the  information ;  but  it 
appeared  to  him,  as  well  from  the  various  quarters  from  which 
it  came,  as  from  the  intelligence  of  the  perfon  who  gave  it,  to 
be  highly  probable;  that,  if  this  was  the  cafe*  it  was  unne- 
ccflary  for  the  DireSory,  as  he  conceived,  to  pafs  any  arrite^ 
as  it  refpefled  the  envoys,  for  that  they  would  depart  from  Pa- 
ris whenever  it  was  hinted  as  the  wifli  of  the  Diredory ; 
that,  for  his  own  part,  he  fhould  feel  more  at  cafe  until  wc 
were  received,  to  reiidc  in  a  city  of  fome  other  nation  than 
that  of  France ;  and  to  return  to  Paris  on  notice  that  the  Di- 
rcAory  were  difpofed  to  open  the  negotiation. 

M.  -Talleyrand  appeared  to  be  very  uneaiy  at  this  declara* 
tion,  but  avoided  faying  a  word  on  it»  He  faid,  that  the 
information  M.  Y.  had  given  me  was  jud,  and  might  always 
Be  relied  on;  but  that  he  would  reduce  to  writing  his  propou* 
tionS,  which  he  accordingly  did ;  and  after  he  had  (hown  them 
to  Mr.  Gerry,  he  burnt  the  paper.  The  fubflance  was  as  foU 
lows.     (See  No.    i.  below.) 

He  then  faid,  that  he  accepted  of  the  invitation ;  that  he 
would  dine  with  him  the  decade  after  the  prefent,  in  which  he 
was  engaged. 

Mr.  Gerry  did  not  repeat  all  that  he  had  faid  to  M.  Y.  hav* 
ing  no  doubt  he  would  communicate  the  whole  to  M.  Talley* 
rand.  And,  after  exprcfling  a  fricndfhip  for  the  French  repub- 
lic, and'  a  warm  delire  to  renew  the  former  attachment  of  the 
two  republics,  which  M.  Talleyrand  warmly  reciprocated^ 
Mr.  Gerry  bid  M.  Talleyrand  adieu,  leaving  with  him  M.  Y- 


No.  I. 

That  the  envoys  (hould  come  forward  generally,  and  fay — 
'^  France  has  been  ferviceable  bo  the  United  States,  and  now 
they  wifh  to  be  fcrviccable  to  France:  underdandiog  that  the 
French  republic  lus  fixtcen  millions  of  Dutch  rcfcriptioor  to 
fell,  the  United  States  will  purchafe  them  at  par^  and  will 
give  her  farther  aililbnce  when  in  thtir  power. 

*' The  tit (l  arrangement  being  made,  the  French  government 
will  take   meafures   for  rcimburfing  the  equitable  demands  of 

America, 
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America,  arifing  from  prizes^   and  to  give  free  navigation  to 
tbrix  Ihips  in  future." 

No.  V. 

Dear  Sir,  Paris,  Jan.  8,  1798. 

WE  embrace  an  unexpeAed  opportunity  to  fend  you  the  Re- 
dafieur  of  the  5th  inft.  containing  the  meflage  of  the  Directory 
to  the  Council  of  Five  Hundred,  urging  the  neceflity  of  a 
law,  to  declare  as  good  prize  all  neutral  (hips,  having  on  board 
merchandifes  and  commodities,  the  produdion  of  England,  or 
of  the  Englifh  pofleflions,  that  the  flag,  as  they  term  it,  may  no 
longer  cover  the  property ;  and  declaring  farther,  that  the  ports 
of  France,  exceot  in  cafe  of  diftrefs,  fhall  be  (hut  aeainit  all 
neutral  (hips,  which,  in  the  courfe  of  their  voyage,  fliall  have 
touched  at  an  £ngli(h  port.  A  commiflion  has  been  appointed 
to  report  on  the  meflage,  and  it  is  expeded  that  a  decree  will 
be  pa(red  in  conformity  to  it. 

Nothuig  new  has  occurred  fince  our  laft,  in  date  of  24th  ult. 
We  can  only  repeat,  that  there  exifts  no  hope  of  our  being  of- 
ficially received  by  this  government,  or  that  the  objeSs  of  our 
miiEon  will  be  in  any  way  accomplifhed. 

We  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  great  refpeiS^, 
Your  moft  obedient  fervants, 

Charles  Cotbsworth  Pincknsy; 
X  J.  Marshall. 

E.  Gerry. 

T.  Pichring,  Efq^ 

Pcjifcrlpt  to  a  Tr'ipUcati  of  ihe  Envoys^  Litter j    No.  V.    nceivid 

30rA  March  1798. 

THE  bw  above-mentioned  has  been  pafTed  unanimoufly  by 
the  Council  of  Five  Hundred,  and  we  enclofe  a  journal  con- 
taining the  account.  There  is  no  doubt  but  that  it  will  be 
adopted  without  oppoGtion  by  the  Council  of  Ancients. 

Translation. 

Utjjageto  the  Council  of  Five  Hundred,  of  the    l^th  Nivofe,  6tb 

Tear  f^tb  Jan.  1798). 

Citizens  Reprefentatives, 

ON  this  day,  the  15th  of  Nivofe,  and  at  the  very  hour  at 
wbicb  the  Executive  Dire£lory  addrefles  this  meflfage  to  you,  the 
Qiunicipal  admiwiftrators,  the  juftices  of  the  peace,  the  com- 
nudarics  of  the  Dire^ry,  and  the  fuperintcnoants  of  the  cuf- 

F  f  2  toms. 
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toms,  are  proceeding  in  all  the  chief  places  of  the  departments^ 
in  all  the  ports,  and  in  all  the  principal  communes  of  the  repub- 
lic, to  feize  the  Englith  merchandife  now  in  France,  or  intro- 
duced into  its  territoryv  in  contravention  of  the  law  of  the  loth 
£rumaire,  5th  year  lOdober  31,   1796). 

Such  is  the  firft  ac^  by  which,  now  that  oeace  is  given  to  the 
continent,  the  war  declared  long  fince  againlt  England  is  about 
to  aflume  the  real  character  that  becomes  it.  The  French  will 
not  fufFcr  a  power  which  feeks  to  found  its  profperity  upon  the 
misfortune  of  other  nations  to  raife  its  commerce  upon  the  ruin 
of  that  of  other  dates,  and  which,  afpiring  to  the  dominion  of 
the  feas,  wifhcs  to  introduce  every  where  the  articles  of  its 
own  manufafture,  and  to  receive  nothing  from  foreign  tnduf- 
try — any  longer  to  enjoy  the  fruit  of  its  guilty  fpeculations. 

The  Englifh  government  has  kept  in  pay,  during  the  war, 
the  coalefccd  forces,  with  the  produce  of  its  manufaAures.  It 
lias  violated  all  the  principles  of  the  law  of  nations,  in  order  to 
ihackle  the  relations  of  neutral  powers ;  it  has.  caufed  to  be 
feized  the  provlfions,  corn,  and  commodities,  which  it  fuppofed 
to  be  deftined  for  France  :  it  has  declared  contraband  every  Uiing 
which  it  thought  could  be  ufeful  to  the  republic ;  it  deGred  to 
ftarve  it. — All  the  citizens  call  for  vengeance. 

When  it  had  to  fear  the  capture  of  veflels  failing  under  its 
flag,  it  corrupted  foteign  captains  to  induce  them  to  take  on  board 
their  vefTels.  Englifh  merchandife,  and  thus  to  introduce  it,  by 
ftratagem,  by  fraud,  or  othcrwife,  into  other  dates,  and  efpc- 
cially  into  the  French  republic. 

The  neutral  powers  Ihould  have  perceived  that,  by  this  con- 
dud,  their  merchants  took  part  in  the  war,  and  that  they  lent 
afli dance  to  one  of  the  belligerent  powers. 

We  ferve  a  party  as  well  when  we  procure  for  it  the  means  of 
augmenting  its  forces,  as  when  we  unite  ourfelves  to  thbfe  which 
it  has.  The  neutral  powers  dionld  have  perceived  that  England, 
by  dopping  the  veiTcIs  of  other  powers,  laden  in  their  refpeflive 
ports,  and  dedined  for  France,'  by  permitting  articles  coming 
from  her  own  manufa£lorics  alone  to  circulate,  aimed  at  an  ex- 
cluiive  commerce,  and  that  it  would  be  necedary  to  feek  rcpara* 
tion  for  fuch  an  attempt. 

The  ordinance  of  the  marine,  and  the  regulations  of  1704, 
have  declared  lawful  prize  the  vedels  and  their  cargoes  in  which 
is  found  Englidi  merchandife  belonging  to  enemies.  Thefe  pro* 
vifions  diould  be  extended  ;  the  intered  of  Eurppe  requires  it. 

The  Diredory  thinks  it  urgent  and  necef&ry  to  pafs  a  law,  de- 
claring that  the  charader  of  veflels,  relative^  to  their  quality  of 
neutral  or  enemy,  (hall  be  determined  by  their  cargo^  and  the 
cargo  fliall  be  no  longer  covered  by  ^  the  flag ;  in  confequehce, 
chat  every  vcflcl  found  at  fea,  having  on  boara  EngliiE  provlfions 

mnA 
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and  merchandife  as  her  cargo,  in  whole  or  in  part>  (hall  be  de* 
clared  lawful  prize,  whofoever  may  be  the  proprietor  of  thefa^ 
provilions>  or  ixierchandife :  which  (hall  be  reputed  contraband, 
ibr  this  caufe  alone,  that  they  come  from  England  or  her  pof-- 
CelEons. 

It  would  be  ufeful  to  declare,  at  the  fame  time,  that,  except  in 
the  cafe  of  diftrefs,  the  ports  of  the  republic  fliall  be  (hut  to  all 
foreign  ve(!eis,  which,  in  the  courfe  of  their  voyage,  (hall  have 
catered  thofe  of  England.  The  Executive  Diredory  requefts 
you,  citizens  reprefentatives,  to  adopt  thefe  meafures.  No  neu- 
tral or  allied  power  can  miOake  their  objefi,  nor  comfHain  of 
them,  unlefs  it  be  already  abandoned  to  England.  The  infallible 
tStSt  of  the  meaPure  is  to  enhance  the  value  of  the  produce  of 
their  own  foil  and  indudry,  to  increafe  the  profperity  of  their 
commerce,  to  repel  every  thing  that  comes  (rom  England,  and 
cflentially  to  influence  the  conclufion  of  the  war. 

Soch  are  the  motives  which  induce  the  Executive  DireQory  to 
invite  you,  citizens  reprefentatives,  to  take  the  objedl  of  this 
melTage  into  the  mod  prompt  confideration. 

(Signed)  P.  B arras,  Prcfident. 

Lagarde,  Secretary-generaL 


Mejffgi  of  the  Prefident  of  the  United  Statei  to  both  Houfa  rf 

Ccngre/sj  Afny  4,^  1 798. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and  Gentlemen  of  the 
Houfc  of  Reprefentatives, 

T  NOW  tranfmit  to  Congrefs  copies  of  all  the  communications 
from  our  envoys  extraordinary  received  fmcc  their  arrival  in 

Paris,  excepting  thofe  before  prefented  by  me  to  both  Houfcs. 
United  States,  Afay  4^  1798.  JOHN  Adams. 


Dear  Sir,  Paris j  February  7,  1 798. 

WE  tranfmit  to  you  in  this  enclofure  our  laft  letter  to  the  mi- 
uiftcr  of  foreign  relations  ;  though  dated  the  17th  uli.  it  was  not, 
on  account  of  the  time  taken  to  tranflate  fo  long  a  letter,  delivered 
^ill  the  31ft.  In  our  communications  here,  although  we  have, 
>peeably  to  your  inftrudions,  written  in  our  own  language,  we 
2t  the  fame  time  have  taken  the  precaution,  left  our  meaning 
(bould  be  mifreprefcnted  or  mifunderdood,  to  accompany  them 
^ith  an  accurate  tranflation.  We  have  not  yet  received  any  an- 
swer to  this  communication,  and,  (hould  no  notice  be  taken  of  it 
in  a  few  days,  we  (hall  apply  in  a  more  explicit  manner  for  our 
piiTioru. 

The 
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The  Councils  have  paflTcd  the  decree  mentioned  in  No.V.  as 
having  been  recommended  by  th<^  Dire£tory  to  capture  and  con- 
demn all  neutral  vclTels  laden  in  part,  or  in  whole,  with  the  ma- 
nufa<Hiircs  or  prodii6lions  of  England,  or  its  poflfeflions.  We  en- 
clofe  you  the  oflicial  copy  of  the  report  on  that  fubjed,  and  (hall 
.reprcfent  to  this  government  the  injudice  and  injury  which  it 
miifl  inevitably  occafion  us. 

We  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  great  refpcA,  your  moft 
obedient  humble  fcrvants^ 

Charles  Cotesworth  Pinckney. 
J.  Maktshall. 
K.  Gerry. 
Colonel  Pkkcrhi^j  Sicntary  of  the  Untied  States, 

To  the  ATinlJicr  of  Foreign  jijj'airs  of  the  French  Republic* 

-Citizen  Miniflcr, 

THE  undcrfigned  envoys  extraordinary  and  minifters  pleni* 
potentiaiy  from  the  United  Slates  of  America  to  the  French  re- 
public, have  been  hitherto  r6«trained  by  the  expedlation  of  en- 
tering on  the  objects  of  their  miflion  4n  the  forms  ufual  among 
nations,  from  addrclling  to  the  Executive  Direftory,  through 
you,  thofe  explanations  and  reclamations  with  which  they  arc 
charged  by  the  government  they  reprefent.  If  this  expectation 
is  to  be  rclinquirticd,  yet  the  unfeigned  wi(h  of  the  United  States 
to  rcftore  that  harmony  between  the  two  republics,  which  they 
have  fo  unremittingly  fought  to  preferve,  renders  it  the  duty  of 
the  underfigned  to  lay  before  the  government  of  France,  however 
informal  the  communication  may  be  deemed,  fome  conffderationsy 
in  addition  to  thofe  already  fubmiited>  relative  to  the  fubfifting 
differences  between  the  two  nations. 

Openly  and  repeatedly  have  France  and  America  interchanged 
unequivocal  teftimonials  of  reciprocal  regard.  Thefe  tedimonials 
were  given  by  the  United  States  with  all  the  ardour  and  fincerity  of 
youth.  It  is  ftili  believed,  that  on  the  part  of  France  they  were 
likewife  the  offspring  of  real  efteem.  They  were  con fidered  on 
the  other  fide  of  the  Atlantic  as  evidencing  a  mature  friendfhip  to 
be  a«  durable  as  the  republics  themfelves«  Unhappily  the  Icene  is 
changed ;  and  America  looks  around  in  vain  for  the  ally  or  the 
friend.  The  contrad  both  of  language  and  of  conduifl  which  the 
prefent  fo  avowedly  exhibits  to  a  portion  of  the  pad,  has  been  re- 
peatedly attributed  by  France  to  a  difpofition  alleged  to  exiil  io 
the  government  of  the  United  States>  unfriendly  to  this  republic 
and  partial  towards  its  enemies. 

That  government,  ;iiioniihed  at  a  reprondi  fo  unfounded  ia 
fad,  fo  contradided  by  its  declarations  and  its  condud*  could 

fcarcely 
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I     (bfcely  confldef  this  charge  as  feriousi  and  has  ever  cheiifhed  the 
'     hope,  that  a  candid  review  of  its  condufl,  founded  on  the  do* 
cumenfs,  and  aided  hy  the  arguments  with  which  the  Executive 
DireAory  has  been'  furniihed,  would  have  refcued  it  from  the  in-^ 
jorious  iufpicion.     This  hope  feems  not  to  have  been  realize4f 
The  undenignedy  therefore,  deem  it  proper  to  precede  their  ap- 
plication for  that  juftice  which  they  claim  from  France,  by  an 
effi)rt  to  remove  the  caufe,  which  is  alleged  to  have  produced  tho 
injuries  of  which  they  complain.     With  this  view,  they  pray 
the  attention  of  the  Executive  Djredory  to  a  ferious  and  candid 
^     reconfidcration  of  the  leading  meafures  adopted  by  the  govern- 
.     mcnt  of  the  United  States,  and  they  perfuade  themfclves,  that, 
however  various  and  multiplied  the  channels   may  be  through 
which  mifijiformation,  concerning  the  difpofitions  of  that  go- 
I     vcrnment,  may  have  been  received,  yet  this  reconfideration.  muft 
I     remove  unfounded  prejudices,  and  entirely  exculpate  the  American 
nation  from  an  accufation  it  knows  to  be  unfounded,  and  believes 
;    to  be  fupported  by  no  fingle  fa<3. 

-When  that  war  which  has  been  waged  with  fuch  unparalleled 
fury,  which.  In  its  vafl;  viciflitudes  of  fortune,  has  alternately 
threatened  the  very  exiftence  of  the  conflifting  parties,  but  which,  • 
in  its  progrefs,  has  furrounded  France  with  fuch  fplendoui-,  and 
added  (Itll  more  to  her  glory  than  her  territory — when  that  war  firft 
involved  thofe  nations  with  whom  the  United  States  were  in  ha« 
bits  ^f  friendly  intercourfe,  it  became  incumbent  on  their  go* 
vernment  to  examine  their  fituations,  their  connexions,  and  their 
duties.  America  found  herfelf^at  peace  with  all  of  the  belligerent 
powers.  She  was  conneQed  with  fome  of  them  by  treaties  of 
amity  and  commerce,  and  France  by  a  treaty  of  alliance  alfo. 
Tbefe  fevcral  treaties  were  confidered  with  the  moft  ferious  at- 
tention, and  with  a  fincere  wifh  to  determine,  by  fair  conftrudlion, 
I  Ae  obligations  which  they  really  impofed.  The  refult  of  this  In- 
quiry was  a  full  convidion,  that  her  engagements  by  no  means 
Kound  her  to  take  part  in  the  war,  but  left  her  fo  fat  the  miftrefs 
of  her  own  condud,  as  to  be  at  perfe£l  libcVty  to  obferve  a  fyf- 
fem  of  real  neutrality.  It  is  deemed  unneccffary  to  analyfe  thofe 
treaties  in  order  to  fupport  the  propriety  of  this  decifion,  becaufc^ 
irts  not  recollected  ever  to  have  been  queilioned,  and  is  believed 
not  to  admit  of  doubt. 

Being  bound  by  no  duty  to  enter  into  the  war,  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  conceived  itfelf  boond  by  duties  the 
fliaft  facred  to  abftain  from  it.  Contemplating  man,  even  in  a^ 
iBkrcnt  fociety,  as  the  friend  of  man,^a  ftate  of  peace,  though 
vnftipulated  by  treaty,  was  confidered  as  impofing  obligations 
not  to  be  wantonly  violated. 
Thefe  obligations,  created  by  the  laws  of  nature,  vv^ere  in  fome 

inftances 
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inft ances  ffrengthened  by  folemn  exiAing  engagements,  of  which 
good  faith  required  a  religious  obfervance. 

To  a  fcnfe  of  moral  right,  other  confide  rations  of  the  greateft 
magnitude  were  added,  which  forbade  the  government  of  the 
United  States  to  phmge  them  unneceflarily  into  the  miferies  of 
the  bloody  conflifi  then  commencing.     1  he  great  nations  of  £u- 
Yope,   either  impelled  by  ambition,  or  by  exifting  or  fuppofed 
political  interelh,  peculiar  to  themfelves,  have  confumed  more 
than  a  third  of  the  prefent  century  in  wars.     Whatever  caufes 
may  have  produced  fo  affe£ling  an  evil,  they  cannot  be  fuppofed  to 
have  been  entirely  extinguiflied,  and  humanity  can  fcarcely  in- 
dulge the  hope,  that  the  temper  or  condition  oi  man  is  fo  altered 
as  to  exempt  the  next  century  from  the  {lis  of  the  pafl.     Strong 
fortifications,  powerful  navies,  immenfe  armies,  the  accumulated 
wealth  of  ages,  and  a  full  population,  enable  the  nations  of  Eu- 
rope to  fupport  thofe  wars  in  which  they  are  induced  to  engage, 
by  motives  which  they  deem  adequate,  and  by  interefis  incIu-< 
fivcly  their  own.     In  all  refpe&s  different  is  the  fituation  of  the 
United  States;  poflefltdof  an  extenfive  unfettled  territory ,  on  which 
bountiful  Nature  has  beflowcd  with  a  lavifh  hand  all  the  capacities 
for  future  legitimate  greatncfs,  they  indulge  no  thirfl  for  con- 
queft,  no  ambition  for  the  extenfion  of  their  limits.     Encircled 
by  no  dangerous  powers,  they  neither  fear  nor  are  jealous  of 
their  neighbours,  and  arc  not,  on  that  account,  obliged  to  arm 
for  their  own  fafety.      Separated  from  Europe  by  a  vaft  and 
friendly  ocean,  they  are  but  remotely,  if  at  all,  afFe£led  by  thofe 
interefis  which  agitate  and  influence  this  portion  of  the  globe. 
Thus  circumdanced,  they  have  no  motive  for  a  voluntary  war* 
On  the  contrary,  the  mod  powerful  confiderations  urge  them  to 
avoid  it.     An  extenfive  and  undefended  commerce,    peculiarly 
neceflary  to  a  nation  which  does  not  manufa£lure  for  itfelf,  which 
is,  and  for  a  long  time  to  come  will  be,  almofl  cXclufively  agri- 
'  cultural,  w^ould  have  been  its  immediate  and  certain  vifiim.   The 
furplus  produce  of  their  labour  miifl  have  periflied  on  .their  handsj 
and  that  increafe  of  population  fo  effential  to  a  young  country » 
muft,  with  their  profperiiy,  have  fuftaincd  a  ferious  check.  Their 
exertions,  too,  would  not  have  beenconfiderable,  unlefs  the  war 
had  been  transferred  to  their  own  bofoms. 

Great  as  are  the  means  and  refources  of  the  United  States  for 
felf- defence,  it  is  only  in  felf-defence  that  thofe  refources  can  be 
completely  difplayed.  Neither  the  genius  of  the  nation,  nor  the 
itate  of  its  finances,  admit  of  calling  its  citizens  from  the  plough^ 
but  to  defend  their  own  liberty  and  their  own  fire-fides.  How 
criminal  mud  have  been  that  government,  which  could  have 
plunged  its  conlUtuents  in  a  war,  to  which  they  were  neither 
impelled  by  duty  gr  folicited  by  intcrcft  ^  in  which  they  committed 

fo 
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fo  much  to  hazard ;  in  which  they  muft  Aiflfcr  in  order  to  afi  efli* 
cricntly,  and  could  only  difphy  their  energy  top  in  repelling  in* 
vaiion  }  But  motives  iUU  more  powerful  than  the  calamilies  o( 
xhc  oBoment  have  influenced  the  government  of  the  United  States. 
It  was  perhaps  impoflible  to  have  engaged  voluntarily  in  the 
cxifting  conflidly    without  launching  into  the  alniod  boundlcb 
ocean  of  European  politicsi  without  contra£ling  habits  of  national 
conduct,   and  forming  clofe  political  connexions,    which  mu(t 
have  compromitted  the  future  peace  of  the  nation,  and  have  in« 
volved  it  in  all  the  future  quarrels  of  Europe.     A  long  train  of 
armies,  debts,  and  taxes,  checking  the  growth,  diminifliing  the 
happinefs,  and  endangering  the  liberty  of  the  United  States,  mufl 
have  followed  the  adoption  of  (iich  a  fyftem.     And  for  what  pur<« 
pofe  Ihould  it  have  been  adopted  ?  For  what  purpofe  fliould  Ame- 
rica thus  burden  herfelf  with  the  conflids  of  Europe? — Not  to 
comply  with  any  engagements  (he  has  formed,  not  to  promote  her 
own  views,  her  own  objefis,  her  own  happincfs,  or  her  own 
fatety,  but  to  move  as  a  fatellite  around  fome  greater  planet, 
^hofc  laws  flie  muft  of  neceflity  obey.     In  addition  to  thefe 
weighty  confldera^ions,  it  was  believed  that  France  would  derive 
more  benefit  from  the  neutrality  of  America,  than  from  her  be* 
coming  a  party  in  the  war. 

The  determination  then  of  the  government  of  the  United  States 
to  preferve  that  neutral  (lation  in  which  the  war  found  them*  far 
fiom  manifefting  a  partiality  for  the  enemies  of   France,  was 
^•nly  a  meafure  of  jufticc  to  itfclf  and  others,  and  did  not  even 
derogate  from  that  prcdilc£lion  for  this  republic,  which  it  has  lb 
repeatedly  exprellcd  and  difplayed.     Having  avowed  this  deter- 
piinaiion,  increafed  motives  of  honour  and  of  duty  commanded 
iis  faithful  obfervance.    It  is  not  a  principle  which  remains  now  to 
be  fettled,  that  a  fraudulent  neutrality  is  no  neutrality  at  all ;  and 
th«t  the  nation   which  would  be  admitted  to  its  privileges  muft 
alio  perform  the  duties  it  enjoins.     Had  the  government  of  the 
United  States,   declaring  itfclf  neutral,  indulged   its  partialities 
by  granting  favours  undipulatcd  by  treaty,  to  one  of  the  belli- 
gerent powers,  which  it   rcfufcd  to  another,  it  could  no  longer 
hjv'c  claimed  the  immunities  of  a  fituation  of  which  the  obliga- 
tions were  forgotten  ;  it  would   have  become  a  party  to  the  war 
as  certainly  as  if  war  had  been  openly  and  formally  declared; 
and  it  would  have  added   to  the  madncfs  of  wantonly  engaging 
in  fijch  hazardous  conflid,  the  dilhonour  of  infincere  and  frau- 
d  jlc;»t  condud ;  it  would  have  attained  circuitoufly  an  objcdl  which 
If  cuul'i   not  plainly  avow  or  diredly  purfuc,  and  v/ould  have 
tricked  the  United  States  into  a  war  which  it^rould  not  venture 
C|^i:.'y  lOiiL-clarc. 

It  u  as  a  matter  of  real  delight  to  the  government  and  the  people 
\OL.  VII.  Gg  of 
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tf  America  to  be  informed,  that  France  did  not  wt(h  to  interrupt 
the  peace  they  enjoyed. 

The  underfigned  have  been  induced  to  reft  upon  this  firft  ne- 
ceffary  and  decrfive  ftep  taken  by  their  government,  although  its 
propriety  may  not  be  controverted,  from  a  cdnvidHon,  that,  if  the 
right  of  the  United  States  to  ohferve  a  fair  and  honeft  neutrality 
be  cftablifhed,  the  general  charges  of  an  unfriendly  difpofition 
made  agi^inft  them  by  France  mud  be  relinquifhed,  becaufe  the 
fa£ls  by  which  thofe  charges  are  fupported  will  be  found  to  have 
grown  inevitably  out  of  that  fituation. 

This  meafure  was  accompanied  by  another,  which,  in  repel- 
ling fo  aftonifhing  a  charge  as  partiality  for  the  enemies  of  France  , 
deferves  to  be  noticed.     Soon  after  the  government  of  the  Unite\i 
States  had  noticed  to  its  citizens  the  duties  which  it9  neutrality 
fcnjoincd,  Mr.  Genet,  the  firft  minifter  from  this  republic,  arriveci 
at  Philadelphia:  although  his  conduft  had  been  fuch  as  to  give 
caufc  for  fcrious  alarm;  although,  before  he  was  even  acknow- 
ledged as  a  miniftcr,  or  had  reached  the  authority  which  cou  *  ^ 
infpedl  his  credentials,  he  had  afliimed  the  fund  ions  of  the 
vernmcnt  to  which  he  was  deputed ;  yet  the  government  was 
folved  to  fee  in  him  only  the  reprefentative  of  a  republic  r  *" 
which  it  was  fincerely  attached,  gave  him  the  fame  warm  andcordia^^^ 
reception  which  he  had  experienced  from  its  citizens,  without  ^^ 
fingie  exception,  from  Charlefton  to  Philadelphia.     The  ihcr"^ 
fituation  of  France  deferves  to  be  remembered. 

While  the  recollertion  adds,  Citizen  Miniftcr,  to  the  glory-^ 
with  which  your  nation  is  encircled,  it  cftabiiflics  the  fincerity  o^  * 
the  United  States, 

The  moft  formidable  combination  that  the  world  had  ever  fccn^ 
threatened  the  extermination  of  this  republic.    Auftria^  Qermany 
Prufiia,  Britain,  Spain,  Holland,   and  Sardinia,   were   in  arm 
.irrainrt  France,  and  Riiffia  was  Icamied  in  the  coalition. 
was  this  ail :  the  repuhVir,  dillradtcd  by  internal  divifions,  con 
taincd  mnnrrtnis  enemies  within  if«»  own  bofom,  and  a  confidera 
ble  poirmn  of  its  proper  force  was  arrayed  againft  itfelf.     I 
fuch  a  flaw  ot  rhinj^s  the  moft  fanqin'nc  might  fear  and  the  moft 
ardent  hefitate.    Confident  in  their  llrength,  and  relying  on  fuccefs^ 
the  coalefccd  powers   fnnght  to  arm  in  their  caufe  the  refidue  of 
the  world,  and  deemed  it  criminal  to  acknowledge  the  fovcreignty 
of  the  republic.     The  n.itions  of  Europe,  even  thofe  who  had 
not  entered  into  the  contcrt,  were  either  of  themfclves  unwilling 
lo  acknowledge  this  fovereignty,  or  were  deterred  by  fear  from 
doing  fo.     Had  the  partialities  of  America  been  againft  France, 
this  example  uonid  have  been  followed.     According  to  the  rules 
ot  ordinary  calculation  the  meafure  would  have  been  fafe,  and 
cenfi.auen;:y  a  government  tceling  the  attachments  now  fo  unjuftly 

altii- 
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ited  to  that  of  the  United  States^  would  have  iDdicated  thofe 
ments  by  its  adoption.  Far  from  purfuing  fuch  a  fyftemy 
nil^d  States^  unawed  by  the  (Irea^th  of  the  coalition,  re- 

with  open  arms  the  niinifter  of  this  republic,  acknbiV- 
I  with  enthuHafm  the  government  which  had  deputed  him, 
oked  his  extraordinary  attacks  on  their  fovereignty,  and 
rfted  a  cordial  friendihip  for  his  nation  and  a  fincere  wilh 

fucccfs. 

rcely  were  the  firft  ceremonies  of  his  reception  over,  when 
jcnet  difplayed  a  difpofition  to.ufurp  and  exercife,  within 
nired  States,  the  choiceft  and  mod  impoijtant  duties  and 
s  of  fovercignty.  He  claimed  the  privileges  of  arming 
mboilytng  the  citizens  of  America  within  their  own  terri- 
to  carry  on  from  thence  expeditions  againd  nations  with 

they  are  at  peace,  of  fitting  out  and  equipping  within  their 

privateers,  to  cruife  on  a  commerce  deftined  for  their 
of  exercifing  within  their  jurifdi&ion  an  independent  judi* 

and  arraigning  their  government  at  the  bar  of  the  people* 
ndcrfigned  will  not  aflc,  in  what  manner  France  would  have 
I  any  foreign  minider  who  (hould  have  dared  fo  to  conduft 
if  towards  this  republic'^? — But  in  what  manner  would  the 
lean  government  have  treated  fuch  a  minidert  if  the  repre- 
,ve  of  a  nation  it  viewed  with  coldnefs  or  even  indifference  I 
lat  manner  would  it  have  treated  him,  had  he  been  the  te* 
itative  of  any  other  nation  than  France?  No  man  acouainted 
[hat  government  can  doubt  how  thefe  inquiries  ought  to  be 
red.  From  the  minidcr  of  France  alone  could  this  extra- 
ry  conduct  be  borne  with  temper.  To  have  continued  to 
lorne  ix,  without  perceiving  and  feeling  its  extreme  impro« 
p  would  have  been  to  have  merited  the  contempt  at  well  of 
e  as  of  the  powers  of  the  earth.  The  government  pf  the 
1  States  did  feel  it ;  but  far  from  transferring  to  his  nation 
efentment,  which  fuch  condu<^  could  not  tail  to  excite,  it 
iiilhed  (Irongly  between  the  government  and  its  minider  ; 
)e  reprefcntations  it  made  were  in  the  language  of  a  friend 
:d  but  not  irritated  by  the  injuries  it  complained  of.     The 

of  that  minider  was  received  with  univerfal  joy,  as  a  con- 
ion  that  his  whole  fydedi  of  coodud  was  attributable  only 
nfclfi  and  not  even  the  publication  of  his  private  in- 
ons  could  perfuade  the  American  government  to  afcribeany 
f  it  tu  this  republic. 

ihe  fame  time  the  exertions  of  the  United  States  to  pay  up 
rearagcs  of  their  debt  to  France,  which  had  been  unavoid- 
ermittcd  to  accumulate ;  to  make  difinterefted  and  liberal 
:es  to  the  fufferers  of  St.  Domingo,  thrown  fuddenly  upon 

without  provifions  or  money,  whofe  recommendation  was^ 
[ley  were   Frenchmen  and  unfortunate  i  the  perfeverance 
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with  which  they  apologized  for  and  afcribed  any  occafional  inji 
rics  they  fuftained  to  the  force  of  circumftances ;  the  intere  H 
which  they  continued  openly  to  lake  in  all  the  fortune  of  th  ^ig 
republic — manifefted  partialities  of  a  very  different  fort  from  tho  fc 
which  have  been  fo  unjuftly  attributed  to  them. 

At  this  period  too,  a  great  principle  was  brought  into  difcuflio-       n, 
the  difpaffionate  confideraiion  of  which  is  eflential  to  the  fair  ^fl~     -f 
mate  of  the  charges  made  by  France  againd  the  government         of 
the  United  States.     The  property  of  French  citizens  was  tak  -^n 
by  Britifli  cruifcrs  and  (hips  of  war,  out  of  American  botton — 15, 
and  the  American  government  fubmitted  to  the  practice.     T"*  he 
propriety  of  fubmitting  to  it  depends  entirely  on  the  naked  ri^^rfit 
,  of  the  captors,  under  the  exiiting  circumUances  of  the  cafc^      to 
cxcrcife  fuch  a  power.     The  circumftances  were  thefe:  in  •«  he 
treaty  of  commerce  made  between  France  and  the  United  States 
in    February  1778,  it  was  (lipulated  in  fubltance,  that  neither 
party  (hould  take  out  of  the  veflels  of  the  other,  the  goods  of  it  ^ 
enemy,  but  that  the  chara£ter  of  the  bottom  ihould  be  imparir*^ 
to  its  cargo.     With  England  the  United  States  had  made  n 
ilipulation  on  the  fubje£t. 

it  follows  then,  that  the  rights  of  England,  being  neither  dimi- 
nifhed  or  increafed  by  compa^,  remained  precifely  in  their  natu< 
ral  Aate,  and  were  to  be  afcertained  by  fome  pre-exifting  acknow« 
Icdged  principle.  . 

This  principle  is  to  be  fearched  for  in  the  law  of  nations.  '^ 
That  law  forms,  independent  of  compa£l,  a  rule  of  a6lion  by 
which  the  fovereignties  of  the  civilized  world  confent  to  be  govern-  ^ 
ed.  It  prefcribes  what  one  nation  may  do  without  giving  juft  ^ 
caufe  of  war,  and  what,  of  confequence,  another  may  and  ought 
to  permit  without  being  confidercd  as  having  facrificed  jts  honoury  ^ 
its  dignity,  or  independence. 

What  then  is  the  do£lrine  of  the  law  of  nations  on  this  fubjcA  i 
Can  neutral  bottoms  of  right,  independent  of  particular  compad, 
proteA  hoftile  goods?  The  queftion  is  to  be  conftdered  on  its 
own  right,  uninfluenced  by  the  wiflies  or  the  interefts  of  a  neutral 
or  belligerent  power. 

It  is  a  general  rule  that  war  gives  to  a  belligerent  power  a  right 
to  fcize  and  confifcate  the  goods  of  his  enemy.  However  hunui- 
nity  may  deplore  the  application  of  this  principle,  there  is  perhaps 
no  one  to  which  man  has  more  univerfally  aflented,  or  to  which         j 

{'urifts  have  more  uniformly  agreed.  Its  theory  and  its  praAice  ^ 
lave  unhappily  been  maintained  in  all  ages.  This  right  then  0: 
may  be  exercifed  on  the  goods  of  an  enemy  whergver  found,  tin-  T_ 
lefs  oppofed  by  a  fuperior  right.  It  yields  by  common  confent  \ 
to  the  fuperior  right  of  a  neutral  nation  to  proteA,  by  virtue  of  ^ 
its  fovereignty,  the  goods  of  either  of  the  belligerent  powers  found  \ 
within  its  jurifdi£lion«    But  cau  this  right  of  protedion,  ad-       r 
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initfed  to  be  poflefled  by  every  government  wiihin  its  own  limlti 
in  virtue  of  its  abfblute  fovereigntyy  be  communicated  to  «  vefiel 
navigating  the  high  feas  ? 

It  is  fuppofed  that  it  cannot  be  fo  communicated  ;  becaufe  the 
3ce2n  being  common  to  all  i^ations,  no  abfolu.te  fovereignty  can  be 
tcquired  in  it — the  rights  of  all  are  equal,  and  muft  neceflarilf 
cheeky  limit,  and  rcftrain  each  other.  The  fuperior  right  therc- 
iore  of  abfohitc  fovereignty  to  protedl  all  property  within  its  own 
territory,  ceafes  to  be  fuperior  when  the  property  is  no  longer  within 
its  own  territory,  and  may  be  encountered  by  the  oppofing  ac- 
knowledged right  of  a  belligerent  power  to  feize  and  confifcate 
the  goods  of  his  enemy.  If  the  belligerent  permits  the  neutral 
to  attempt  without  hazard  to  himfclf,  thus  to  ferve  and  aid  his 
vnemy,  yet  he  does  not  relinqnifh  the  right  of  defeating  that 
attempt  whenever  it  fliall  be  in  his  power  to  defeat  it.  1'hus  it 
is  admitted  that  an  armed  vefTcl  may  ftop  and  fearch  at  fea  ^  neu- 
tral bottorr^,  and  may  take  out  goods  which  are  contraband  of 
war,  without  giving  caufe  of  offence,  or  beirrg  fuppofed  in  any 
degree  to  infringe  neutral  rights.  But  this  pra£tice  could  riot  be 
permitted  within  the  rivers,  harbours,  or  other  places  of  a  neutral, 
vhere  its  fovereignty  was  complete.  It  follows  then  that  the  full 
right  of  affording  prote6tion  to  all  property  whatever,  within  its 
own  territory,  which  is  inherent  in  every  government,  is  not 
transferred  to  a  veifel  navigating  the  high  feas.  The  right  of  a 
belligerent  over  goods  of  his  enemy  within  his  reach^  is  as  com* 
pletc  as  his  right  over  contraband  of  war;  and  it  feems  a  pofltioa 
not  taXAy  to  be  refuted,  that  a  fituation  that  will  not  proted  the 
ane,  will  not  proted  the  other.  A  neutral  bottom  then  does  not 
a  right,  in  cafes  where  no  compadl  exifts,  prote£t  from  his 
»emy  thejoods  of  a  belligerent  power. 

>  To  this  reafoning  the  pra£lice  of  nations  has  conformed,  and 
he  common  underftanding  of  mankind  feems  to  have  afTented. 
/attel,  B.  3,  Seft.  115,  fays  pofitively,  "  that  effeds  belonging 
D  an  enemy,  found  on  board  a  neutral  Ihip,  are  feizable  by  the 
^ts  of  war." 

Vattel  is  believed  to  be  fiipported  by  the  moft  approved  writcrt 
D  the  fame  fubje<fl*  It  is  deemed  unneceflary  to  multiply  citations 

>  this  point,  becaufe  France  herfelf  is  fuppofed  to  haVe  decided 
'»  In  her  maritime  ordonnance  of  the  year  1744,  which  is  con- 
dered  as  having  been  in  force  in  1778,  enemies  goods  in  neutral 
tfttoms  generally  are  declared  liable  to  feizure  and  confifcation* 
SDin  the  operation  of  this  rule  are  excepted  the  veflels  of  Den- 
lirk  and  the  United  Provinces,  to  whom  fpecial  treaties  fecured 
le  exception.  In  the  ordonnance  of  the  26th  of  July  1778,  the 
kft  article  of  which  is  confidered  as  forbidding  the  cruifers  of 
huice  to  (lop  and  bring  into  port  neutral  veflels,  having  on  board 
r  goods  of  an  enemy,  a  power  is  referved  to  revoke  the  privilege 
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granted  to  nciitrsils  by  that  article,  if  the  enemy  fliould  not 
the  fume  privilege  within  iix  months  from  the  publication  of  ^  1^ 
regulation.     I'his  clearly  indicates  a  convidion  that  the  exeir^in. 
tion  from  captures  of  the  goods  of  an  enemy,  which  Ihoulcft  be 
found  on  board  the  vclfcl  of  a  neutral  power,  not  having  fiipul^i/o/ 
fuch  exemption  by  treaty,  was  a  privilege  granted  by  the  orcioo. 
nance  ;  and  that  the  mere  revocation  of  the  ordon nance  would  aio- 
li(h  the  privilege,  and  redore  the  ancient  rule.     It  will  not  be 
contended  that  France  continued  in  a  long  courfe  of  pradice  Boi 
vf  legiilation  oppofcd  to  her  own  opinion  of  the  laws  of  natiooi*     i 
It  mud  then  be  confidered  as  the  opinion  of  France,  that  uodtf 
the  law  neutral  bottoms  afford  no  protection  to  the  goods  of  aa 
enemy.     This  principle,  thus  admitted  to  have  l)een  eft ablifhed^     - 
is  fuppofcd  by  fome  to  have  been  changed  by  the  armed  neutra- 
lity.    A  new  law  of  nations,  it  is  pretended,  was  introduced  luf 
the  confederation  ;  but  who  were  the  parties  to  that  confcderatioDy 
and  what  ^vas  its  objedt  r  The  northern  maritime  powers  united  to 
proted  by  force,  in  their  own  bottomsi  during  the  then  exifting  war, 
the  goods  of  either  and  of  all  the  belligerent  powers.     The  com- 
pad  in  its  own  nature  was  confined  with  refpeft  .to  its  obje£t  simI 
its  duration.     It  did  not  purport  to  change,  nor  could  it  chai^ 
permanently  and  univerfally,  the  rigrhts  of  nations  not  becomiAg 
parties  to  it.     It  did  indeed  hold  forth  the  promife  of  ftttuie  pioie    ^ 
permanent,  and  more  general  engagements  for  the  fame  objcA;   . 
but  fuch  engagements  were  never  formed.     How  then  caathis 
temporary  and  partial  convention  be  confidered  as  altering,  tali-    - 
cally  and  generally,  principles  which  have  t)een  radically  aiKi  uai- 
verfally  adopted,  and  in  the  modifications  of  which  all  have  SP 
intercft  ?     Would  France  herfelf  admit  that  a  combinatioa^  fuch    ' 
as  that  which  conilituted  neutrality,  may  rightfully  change  die 
law  of  nations,  and  cltabliih  a  new  code  of  univerfal  obligatitm? 
It  is  believed  that  no  nation  on  earth  would  more  perfeveringjlf 
oppofe  fuch  an  invafion  of  its  fovereignty. 

There  feems  then  to  be  no  folid  ground  for  maintaining^  that 
the  general  law  of  nations  has  been  at  all  varied  by  the  armfil 
neutrality. 

]t  remains  to  inquire  whether  the  treaties  between  Franoe  and 
the  United  btates  pledge  either  nation  to  aflert  and  efiablilh  tbe 
principle,-  that  tree  bottoms  make  free  goods. 

The  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce,  concluded  the  6lh  of 
February  1778,  (tipulafcs  reciprocally  for  the  right  of  trading 
v'i;h  and  ptotedling  the  ^oods  of  the  enemy  of  either  partv  in  fhe 
>i«ii'els  of  the  other,  and  in  turn  furreiulers  its  own  gooids  toulMl  in 
the  velfeLs  of  an  enemy  ;  hut  it  contains  no  claufe  impoUng  in 
cither  party  the  duty  of  extending  the  principle^  or  of  iiippoitiflg 
its  application  to  other  naiion<(.  The  itipulations  of  that  tica|y 
axe  negative  as  well  as  afTirmative.     TheyrpcctFy  as  well  the 
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stbilitiefl  Intended  to  be  created,  and  the  duties  to  be  impofed,  as 
t  pmilign  dcfigned  to  be  granted.  Had  it  been  intended  that 
her  natian  (hould  have  been  bound  to  maintain  this  princi^  in 

iatsrcfourfe  with  others,  or  ihould  have  been  in  any  degree 
sapocitated  from  profec^uting  freely  that  intcrcourfe,  without 
:  previous vadmiilion  of  the  principle,  a  (lipulation  to  that  elFefi: 
Miikl  have  been  made.  No  fuch  llipulation  having  been  made, 
e  parties  eannot  be  pcefumed  to  have  intended  it.  Indeed  it 
mild  have  been  madnefs  in  the  United  States,  under  their  pre* 
Dt  ciicumftances,  to  have  formed  fuch  an  agreement.  There 
ing  no  exprefs  ftipulation  to  this  cfTed,  it  cannot  be  fuppofed 

hawe  been  implied.  Nations  forming  a  folemn  compad  which 
ight  to  regulate  their  condrA  towards  each  of  her,  which  is  to 
*,  leforted  to  for  the  ftandard  of  adjufting  their  differences,  do 
X  kavc  to  implication  fuch  delicate  and  important  points.  In- 
sed|  if  a  great  principle  not  mentioned  is  permitted  to  be  im- 
ied,  4he  dbjedt  of  a  written  agreement,  which  is  itfelf  to  evi- 
ince  all  the  obligation  it  creates,  is  totally  defeated.  Sut  who 
to  make  the  implication,  and  to  what  extent  is  implication  to 
^ flowed?  It  is  very  eafy  to  perceive,  that  the  diM^trine  of  im- 
lying  in  contra£ls  ftipulations  never  formed,  wotild  deftroy  all 
iitsinty  of  conftru£tion,  and  open  a  boundlefs  field  of  contro- 
vfy  to  the  contraAing  parties. 

It  refults  from  the  very  nature  of  a  contrail  which  afFeds  the 
e|ht8  of  the  parties,  but  not  of  others,  and  from  the  admifllion 
:  a  general  rule  of  adlion,  binding  independent  of  compafi, 
Kch  may  be  changed  by  confent,  but  is  only  changed  fo  far  as 
Utt  confent  is  aduaily  given,  that  a  treaty  between  any  two  na« 
pga  muft  leave  to  all  others  thofe  rights  which  the  law  of  nations 
{knowledges ;  and  mufl  leave  each  of  the  contraAing  parties 
jfijeA  to  the  operation  of  thofe  rights.  For  the  tnith  of  this  pofi- 
DB,  believed  to  be  fo  clear  in  itfelf,  and  which  it  is  fuppofed 
1^  hiftory  of  Europe  will  illuftrate,  the  ordonnnnce  of  1744,  aU 
ttiiy  ouoted,  is  confidered  as  furniiliing  an  unequivocal  autho* 
ly.  By  that  ordonnnnce,  the  law  of  nations  is  applied  to  all 
m  neutrals  with  whom  France  had  not  ilipuhted,  that  the 
nKty  of  their  bottoms  fhould  be  imparled  to  their  cargoes^ 
bile  thofe  with  whom  fuch  ftipulations  had  been  made,  are 
»mpted  from  the  application  of  the  law. 

The  dcfire  of  eftabliftiing  univerfally  the  principle  that  neutral 
lltoni3  ifaall  make  neutral  goods,  is  perhaps  felt  by  no  nation 
Inearth,  more  flrongly  than  by  the  United  States.  Perhaps  no 
l^on  is  more  deeply  intercfted  in  its  eflabli(hment.   It  is  an  objefl 

^kecp  in  view,  and  if  not  forced  by  violence  to  abandon,  they 
piirfue  i|i  fuch  manner  as  their  own  judgment  may  dilate  as 
Ing  bed  calculated  to  attain  it ;  but  the  with  eftabliffia  prin« 
^  js  cflfentially  different  from  8  detcf mina 
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eftabliAed.    The  tnterefts  of  the  United  States  CouM  not  hrt  to 
produce  the  wifli ;  their  duty  forbid  them  to  indulge  it^  when   <fe. 
dding  on  a  mere  right.     However  foiicitous  America  might  b«  to 
purfue  all  proper  means,  tending  to  obtain  for  this  principle  the 
aflent  of  all  or  any  of  the  maritime  powers  of  Europcy  (he  never 
conceived  the  idea  of  obtaining  that  confent  by  force* 

The  United  States  will  only  arm  to  defend  their  own  rights: 
neither  thejr  policy  nor  their  interefts  permit  them  to  arm,  in 
order  to  compel  a  furrender  of  the  rights  of  others*  Thefe  and 
other  confidcrations^  which  have  been  fubmitted  to  the  govern* 
ment  of  France,  produced  on  the  part  of  the  United  StateSi  a 
decifion,  that  their  bottoms  could  not  of  right  prote£l  the  goods 
of  a  belligerent  power  from  an  enemy  not  bound  to  refped  the 
principle.  T.his  decifion  was  founded  on  the  mod  perfe£l  con- 
vidion  that  it  was  enjoined  by  the  law  of  nations ;  and  that  good 
fjithy  rcfpefl  for  truth,  and  for  the  duties  of  an  upright  and 
horieil  judgment,  render  it  indifpenfable.  This  convi&ion  re* 
mains  unlhaken.  If  thefe  arguments,  which  ftill  appear  conclu* 
£ve  to  the  American  government,  have  not  the  fame  operation  on 
the  judgment  of  France,  they  mud  at  lead  be  fufficient  to  evince 
the  fmcerlty  with  which  that  government  has  aded;  and  to  prwe 
that  its  conduA,  in  this  refpcdl,  was  produced  by  a  fenfe  of  duty, 
and  not  by  any  partiality  for  a  nation  againft  which  it  was,  at  that 
time,  confiderabiy  irritated  by  other  caufcs. 

The  underfigncd.  Citizen  Minifter,  rely  too  implicitly  on  your 
candour  and  difcernment,  to  apprehend  that  you  will  cftimate 
improperly  the  motives  which  on  this  eflbntial  point  have  influenced 
and  guided  the  United  States. 

The  early  decilion  of  the  American  government  on  this  fubjefi 
was  immediately  openly  avowed,  and  amply  fupported  by  Mr. 
JeiFerfon,  the  then  fecictary  of  (late,  in  his  letter  to  Mr.  Genet, 
dated  the  241)1  of  July  1793,  and  in  his  letter  to  Mr.  Morris^ 
dated  1 6th  of  Augull  in  the  fame  year.  The  arguments  which 
thofe  letters  contain,  were  Aippofed  to  have  fatisfied  the  govern- 
ment of  France,  fmce  its  miniilcrs  in  the  United  States  no  longer 
controverted  the  principle  they  fupported.  Indeed  thofe  argu- 
ments appeared  too  conclufivc  to  permit  a  doubt  concerning  the 
fucccfs  which  would  attend  them. 

In  Augufl:  1794,  when  Mr.  Monroe,  the  then  minifter  of 
the  United  States  to  this  republic,  was  received  into  the  bofom  of 
the  Convention,  France  obvioufly  did  not  confider  the  acknow- 
ledgment of  this  edablidicd  principle  of  the  law  of  nations,  as 
indicating  a  partiality  towards  her  enemy.  The  language  ufed  oa 
the  occafion  could  only  have  been  ufed  to  the  minifler  of  a  nation 
whofe  friendfliip  was  valued,  and  whofe  conduA  had  evinced  the 
finccrity  of  its  profellions.  It  was  then  declared  '<  that  the 
fwceteit^    the  fiankeft  fraternity  united  in  cfied  the  two  re- 

publics,'' 
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publics/*  and  that  **  their  union  would  be  for  ever  indifTolubW* 
I'hefe  declarations^  made  long  after  America  had  avowed  its  neu<» 
trality,  and  had  avowed  its  acquiefcence  under  th,e  principle  that 
a  belligerent  power,  unredrained  by  particular  treaty,  may  of 
light  take  out  of  the  bottoms  of  a  neutral,  the  goods  of  its  enemy, 
demonftrate  that  neither  that  neutrality  nor  that  acquiefcence  in- 
duced the  want  of  a  proper  regard  for  France.  The  government 
of  the  United  States  (till  cherifhes  the  hope,  that  this  true  and  fait 
cftimate  then  made  of  its  condu£l,  may  foon  be  refumed  by  a 
oatioa  whofe  friendfhip  it  has  afliduoufly  and  unremittingly  culti- 
vated, by  all  thofe  means  which  good  faith  and  juftice  would  per* 
mit  it  to  ufe. 

After  the  dirciiflHon  of  this  intcrefting  queAion  was  fuppofed  ta 
have  been  clofed,  and  France  was  believed  to  have  been  entirely 
content  with  that  fyftem  in  which  the  United  States  found  them- 
felves  bound  to  perfevere,  fome  complaints  were  made,  not  againft 
the  principles  adopted  by  the  government,  but  againd  the  appiica* 
tion  of  thofe  principles  to  particular  cafes  fuppofed  not  to  come 
^•"ithin  them.     The  neutrality  of  the  United  States  could  not 
permit  prize  to  be  made  of  thofe  veflels  belonging  to  nations  with 
^whom  they  were  at  peace,  within  their  jurifdifllon,  or  by  priva- 
teers fitted  out  in  their  own  ports.     Regulations  to  this  effcGt 
^ere  necefTarily  made,  and  to  enforce  the  obfervance  of  thofe 
Kgulations  was  a  duty  not  to  be  difpenfed  with.     The  right  of 
tme  of  the  belligerent  powers  to  obtain  the  releafe  of  a  veffcl  cap« 
tured  under  fuch  circumdances,  was  as  facred  as  the  right  of  the 
captor  to  a  veflfel  taken  on  the  high  feas,  and  which  according  to 
the  ufage  of  war  was  lawful  prize.     The  United  States  were 
bound  to  refpcft  the  rights  of  both.     To  do  fo,  it  was  necelfary 
to  examine  the  fa£ls;  for  which  purpofe,  a  tribunal,  in  which 
both  parties  might  be  fairly  heard,  was  unavoidable.     Some  com- 
plaints  were  made  of  particular  vexations,  and  each  complaint  has 
been  particularly  attended  to.  Itisbelievedtobeunneceirary  to  review 
thefe  ftveral  cafes,  becaufe  the  underfigned  are  entirely  pcrfuadcd 
that  the  explanations  already  given  mud  have  been  completely  fatif- 
faAory.     Should  any  one  of  them  be  flill  coniidcred  as  furnifliing 
fubjeA  for  complaint,  the  underfigned  will  proceed  to  its  invcfti- 
gation,  with  the  moil  fmcere  defire  to  attain  truth,  and  to  rcdrcfs 
the  wrong,  if  any  has  been  committed. 

During  this  period,  the  caufes  of  complaint  againft  France, 
en  the  part  of  the  United  States,  were  by  no  means  inconfidcr- 
able.  Their  commerce  was  not  exempt  from  depredations,  be- 
lieved to  be  entirely  unwarrantable,  made  upon  it  by  the.cruifcrs 
of  this  republic. 

On  the  9th  of  May  1793*  the  National  Convention  paflcd  a 

decree  relative  to  the  commerce  of  neutrals,  the  firit  article  of 

irhich  is  in.thefc  words :  **  The  French  ihips  of  war  and  priva- 
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teers  may  flop  and  bring  into  the  ports  of  the  republic  fuch  nea« 
tral  vefTels  as  are  loaded,  in  whole  or  in  part,  either  with  pjO' 
vifions  belonging  to  neutrals^  and  deftined  for  enemies  ports,  or 
with  incrchandifc  belonging  to  enemies.**  In  confequence  of 
the  remonftranccs  of  the  American  minifter,  the  Convention,  on 
the  23d  of  May,  declared,  "  that  the  veflcls  of  the  United  States 
are  not  comprifed  in  the  regulations  of  the  decree  of  the  9th  of 
May."  On  the  28th  of  the  fame  month  the  Convention  repealed 
the'  deciec  of  the  23d;  on  the  ift  July  they  re-e(labli(hed  it; 
on  the  27th  July  it  was  again  repealed.  Under  the  decree  of 
the  .gth  May,  the  veflels  of  the  United  States  were  captured, 
brought  into  the  ports  of  France,  and  their  cargoes  difpofed  of. 
Could  this  decree.  Citizen  Minifter,  be  regarded  otherwife  than 
as  infringing  the  laws  of  nations,  the  rights  of  neutrals,  and  the 
particular  engagements  fubfifting  between  France  and  the  United 
States } 

When,  on  the  8th  June  in  the  fame  year,  the  Britifh  covern- 
ment  iflued  a  fimilar  order,  its  injuftice  produced  a  ^rment 
throughout  America,  indicating  ftrong  difpofitions  immediately  to 
oppofe  its  execution  by  force.  The  letter  of  Mn  JefFerfon,  the 
then  fecretary  of  ftate,  to  the  minifter  plenipotentiary  of  .the 
United  States  at  London,  dated  the  yth  September  1793*  ^"^ 
remonflrating  againft  the  order  of  tne  5th  June,  contains  (b, 
much  juflnefs  of  fentiment  and  (Irength  of  argument,  as  to  have 
been  quoted  by  your  predeceflbr  in  his  letter  to  Mr.  Monroe  of. 
the  gth  March  i796. 

It  cannot  efcape  you.  Citizen  Minider,  that  the  arguments. of 
Mr.  Jeffcrfon,  concerning  the  order  of  the  8th  June,  apply  con- 
clufively  to  the  decree  of  the  9th  May ;  and  that  to  them  are  to  be 
added  thofe  arguments  which  are  to  be  drawn  from  the  hardfliip 
of  being  abfolutely  compelled,  without  any  alternative,  to  part 
with  the  cargoes  in  France,  and  thofe  alfo  which  are  drawn  from 
the  duties  impofed  by  an  exprefs  and  folenm  treaty. 

Nothing  can  Jemondrate  more'concIuHvely  the  real  temper  of. 
the  United  States,  than  the  difference  between  the  reception  given! 
to  the  decree  of  the  Convention  of  the  9th  May,  and  that  which 
was  given  to  the  order  of  the  Britifh  cabinet  of  the  8th  June. 
.    A  large  number  of  American  vefTels,  too,  were  for  a  long  time 
detained  at  Bourdeaux,  very  much  to  the  injury  of  the  owners, 
without  afligning  a  motive  for  fuch  detention,  or  putting  it  in  the' 
power  of  the  government  to  conjedure  the  caufe  of  a  meafure 
which  fo  deeply  affeded  the  interefl  of  their  felIow-citizens» 
Thefe  and  other  embarraflments  were  experienced  ^  but  they  could 
not  diminifh  the  attachment  of  the  United  States  to  France.  '  In 
the  midfl  of  them,  prayers  were  offered  up  through  the  whole 
extent  of  the  American  continent  for  the  fuccefs  of  this  republic. 
The  goveicment  feeling  the  fame  fentimentj  difplayed  it^  at  leaft 
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■i  &r  as  was  compatible  with  the  decent  deportment  required  froni 
nation  not  a  party  in  the  war,  and  profe fling  neutrality.     Such 
iT'ouId  not  haVe  been  the  conduA  of  a  government  and  people  iq 
s^cret  unfriendly  to  France. 

Very  ftrong  and  juft  refentments  were  at  that  time  infpircd  hf 
r»e'houile  condu£l  of  Britain.  The  inftruAions  of  June  1793, 
r  hereby  American  vclTcIs  laden  with  provifions  for  France  were 
z-ought  into  the  ports  of  Britain,  there  to  fell  fuch  cargoes,  or  td 
\\c  fecurity  to  fell  them  in  other  ports  in  amity  with  England^ 
nd  the  ftill  more  offenfive  order  ot  November  the  6th,  in  the 
■►me  year,  whereby  veflcls  laden  with  the  produce  of  a  French 
olony  Were  ordered  to  be  brought  in  for  adjudication,  added 
:>  the  pre-exifting  caufes  of  mutual  irritation,  had  produced  fucli 
Hate  of  thing^,  as  to  render  it  obvious,  that  the  injuries  com- 
plained of  by  America  mu(l  be  entirely  dotie  away,  or  that  war 
•w-as  the  inevitable  confequcnce.  ' 

This  (late  of  things  was  not  fo  altered  by  the  order  of  the  8th  of 
3^nuary  1794,  revoking  that  of  the  6th  of  November  1793,  ^' 
^o  promifc  a  different  refult*     But,  as  a  nation  preferring  peace  to 
>rar,  will  ever  make  a  peaceful  demand  of  reparation  for  injuries 
fiiltained,  before  that  reparation  is  fought  by  the  fvvord ;  and  as 
fhe  policy  of  America  has  ever  been,  **  to  purfue  peace  with  un- 
temiiting  zeal,  before  the  lad  refource,  which  has  fo  often  been 
the  fcourge  of  nations,  and  could  not  fail  to  check  the  advanced 
profpcrity  of  the  United  States,  was  contemplated ;"  an  envoy 
tAtraordinary  was  deputed  to    his  Britannic  Majedy  :  ^'  carryiij^ 
uith  him  a  full  knowledge  of  the  exiding  temper  and'fenfibility 
of  iiis  country,  it  was  expcflcd  that  he  would  vindicate  its  rights 
with  firmncfs,  and  cultivate  peace  with  fincerity.** 

Truly  dcfirous  as  the  American  government  were  of  preferving 
peace  with  Britain,  its  determination  was  unalterable,  not  to  pre- 
fcne  it,  nor  to  receive  compenfation  for  injuries  fudained,  nor 
fecurity  againd  their  future  commiflion,  at  the  expenfe  of  the 
fmailed  of  its  engagements  to  France.  Explicit  and  poHtive  in- 
[truQions  to  this  effed  were  given  to  Mr.  Jay,  and  thofc  indruc- 
tions  were  freely  communicated  to  the  miniller  of  this  republic^ 
then  -at  Philadelphia.  The  negotiation  of  the  /imerican  envoy 
:crminatcd  in  a  treaty,  in  many  refpefls  defirable  to  the  United 
fkates. 

But  however  defirable  its  objefls  might  be,  the  government  of 
the  United  States  would  not  liave  hcfitatcd  to  rcje<fl  them,  had 
tbcy  been  accompanied  with  any  dipulation  violaimg  or  weaken- 
ing its  engagements  to  France.  But  it  has  been  able  to  difcern 
bo  fuch  dipulation.  The  2Cth  article  of  that  treaty  guards  the 
rights  of  this  republic  by  the  k>lIowing  claufe  :  **  Nothing  in  this 
treaty  contained  diall,  however,  be  condrued  to  operate  contrary 
Co  former  and  exiding  public  treaties  with  other  fovereigns  or 
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ftates.'*  IThc  treaty  With  France  being  **  a  fomoer  and  exiftin 
public  treaty,"  and  it  being  thus  provided,  that  nothing  containe 
An  the  treaty  with.  Britain  <<  fhould  be  conftrued  to  operate  coo 
trary  to  it,^  the  governnient  of  the  United  States  did  not  a( 
prehcnd  that  the  treaty  with  Britain  could  be  confidered  : 
afFe£ling  its  relations  to  France.  But  fuch  was  its  attention  to  ii 
ally,  that  the  inftrument  was,  previous  to  its  ratification.  Ail 
tnitced  to  (he  conflderation  of  the  miniilcr  of  this  republic,  wh 
was  invited  te  communicate  freely  to  the  government  of  th 
United  Slates  fuch  obfervations  upon  it  as  he  might  judge  propei 
Mr.  Adet,  in  a  letter  addrefled  to  Mr.  Randolph,  dated  lath  Mei 
fidor,  3d  year  of  the  French  republic  (30th  June  IJ95),  ex 

J^relTcs  his  fenfe  of  this  procedure  in  the  following  words  :  **  Thi 
rank  mcafure  is  to  me  a  fure  guarantee  of  the  American  govern 
soent  towards  France,  and  of  the  fidelity  with  which  it  alway 
marks  its  condgA  towards  a  faithful  ally."  He  then  dated  tho( 
refiedions  to  which  the  reading  of  the  treaty  had  given  birth 
The  articles  which  relate  to  enemies  goods  in  neutral  bottoms,  ar 
mentioned  without  a  comment.  He  contended  that  the  lift  c 
contraband  was  fwelled ;  and  that  the  23d,  24th,  and  25th  artick 
of  the  treaty  with  Britain,  ceded  to  that  power  advanticges  incon 
fiRent  with  the  previous  cefTions  to  France.  This  letter  ws 
anfwered  by  Mr.  Randolph  on  the  6th  of  July  following,  wh 
proves,  that  no  article  was  enumerated  in  the  lift  of  contraban 
in  the  treaty  between  the  United  States  and  Britain,  which  ws 
not  of  that  defcription  previous  to  its  formation ;  and  independer 
of  it,  noticed  briefly  the  fubjeS  of  enemy  goods  in  neutral  bot 
toms ;  and  demonftrated,  that  the  objeAions  of  Mr.  AdeC  to  th 
23d,  2'4ih,  and  25th  articles,  were  entirely  founded  on  a  nai 
conftruAion  of  them.  This  mifconftrudion  Was  fo  apparent 
.  that  Britain  has  never  claimed  it,  nor  would  the  American  go 
vcrnment  ever  have  admitted  it.  The  letter  of  Mr.  Randolpt 
clofes  the  fubjeS  of  enemy  contraband,  and  of  enemy  propert] 
taken  out  of  neutral  bottoms,  with  a  paragraph,  to  which,  Ci 
tizen  Miniftcr,  your  attention  is  folicited  :  "  Hitherto,  however," 
fays  he,  **  I  have  fpoken  upon  principled  of  right :  upon  an] 
other  principles,  and  more  efpccially  upon  thofe  of  hardfhipaiK 
injury  to  a  friend,  it  (hall  be  a  topic  of  the  negotiation  now  open 
ing  between  us.  With  the  temper  which  will  pervade  the  wholi 
of  it,'  I  cannot  doubt,  that  fome  modification  may  be  dcvifed 
and  it  may  be  feparated  from  tlie  general  treaty,  fo  as  not  to  b 
delayed  by  it. " 

It  was  then  apparent,  that  the  government  of  the  United  Sutei 
a£luated  by  that  friendfhip  which  tranfcends  the  line  of  ftri^ 
obligation,  was  willing  gratuitoufly  to  releafe  her  ally  from  thol 
flipulations  of  a  former  treaty,  which,  in  the  courle  of  event 
were  deemed  to  operate  unfavourably  to  her.  This  readrnefsi 
i  ctacec 
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tODcede  mark^  that  friendfliip  the  more  (trongly^  as  the  fituatioirt 
io  which  the  two  nations  found  themfelves  could  not  have  been  un« 
forefeen,  but  was  the  very  fituation  for  which  the  article  provides* 
The  anfwcr  of  Mr.' Randolph  concludes  with  requeding  an  op« 

Eortunity  to  remove  any  remaining  doubts,  fhould  there  be  fuch, 
/farther  explanation :  no  remaining  doubts  were  dated;  and 
therefore,  as  well  as  for  its  contents,  the  letter  was  believed  to  be 
fatisfadlory  to  Mr.  Adct :  and  it  was  hoped  tliat  this  government, 
as  well  as  that  of  America,  would  confidcr  thn  treaty  with  Britaia 
as  an  accommodation  defirable  by  the  United  States,  and  not  dif<- 
advantageous  to  France. 

It  is  not  cafy  to  exprefs  the  chagrin  felt  by  tlte  American  go- 
vernment on  learning  that  in  this  treaty  the  United  States ^werc 
i  fuppofed  to  have  **  knowingly  and  evidently  facrificed  iheir,con- 
[  Dexion  with  this  republic,  and  the  mod  eflcntial  and  lead  con- 
tcfted  prerogatives  of  neutrality."  With  the  firmnefs  of  confcioua 
integrity,  the  United  States  aver,  that  they  have  never,  knowingly, 
facrificed  or  impaired  their  connexion  with  this  republic  nor  the 
prerogatives  of  neutrality  ;  but  that  they  luvc,according  lo  their 
bcft  judgment,  invariably  fought  to  prcfcrve  both. 

The  underfigned  wHl  endeavour  faithfully  to  dste  the  impred 
fiopsof  the  government  they  reprefent  on  this  intereding  fubjeft. 
The  objections  made  to  this  treaty  by  your  prcdeceflbr  in  office, 
ia  his  note  to  Mr.  Monroe,  dated  19th  of  Vciitofe,  4th  year 
of  the  French  republic,  one  and  indivifiblc  (9th  March  1796;, 
are: 
ift.  That  the  United  States,  befides  having  departed  from  the 

Cinciples  edabliftied  by  the  armed  neutrality,  have  given  to  Eng- 
nd,  to  the  detriment  of  tlveir  fird  allies,  the  mod  driking  mark 
of  an  unbounded  condefcenfion,  by  abandoning  the  limits  given 
to  contraband  by  the  law  of  nations,  by  their  treaties  with  all 
other  nations,  and  even  by  thofe  of  England  with  the  greater 
part  of  the  maritime  powers. 

ad.  That  they  have  confcnted  to  extend  the  denomination  of 
contraband  even,  to  provifions.  Indcad  of  pointing  out  particu- 
larly, as  all  treaties  do,  the  cafes  of  the  eftc<Sive  blockade  of  a 
place,  as  alone  forming  an  exception  to  the  freedom  of  this  ar- 
ticle, they  have  tacitly  acI:nowledged  the  prctcnfions  raifed  by 
England  to  create  blockades  in  the  colonics,  and  even  in  France, 
by  the  force  of  a  bare  proclamation. 

Mr.  Adet,  in  his  letter  to  Mr.  Pickering,  dated  25th  Brumairc,^ 
fifth  year  of  the  French  republic,  one  and  indivifiblc  (15th  Nov, 
.1796),  repeated  the  fame  objeflion,  and  has  been  pleafcd  alfo  to 
fuperadd  lome  obfervations  relative  to  the  formation  of  fuch  a 
treaty  generally,  and  the  circumdanccs  attending  its  negotiation, 
10'  terms  not  to  have  been  expected  by  the  fird  and  almod  [onlyj 
fiiluntary  friend  of  the  republic. 

Thefe 


(    «3«    ) 

Thefc  having  been  the  only  fpecific  obje£lions  officially  inaA 
to  the  treaty  with  Britain  by  the  government  of  France,  either 
iri  Paris  or  in  Philadelphia,  are  necellarily  fuppofed  to  be  the  only 
objeflions  which  have  occurred. 

They  have  often  been  difcuffed  on  the  part  of  the  United  States; 
but  that  difcuflion  will  be  renewed,  becaufe,  although  the  under- 
figned  may  be  unable  to  fugged  any  argument  not  heretofore 
urged,  they  cannot  refifl  the  hope,  that  an  attentive  reconfidera- 
tion  of  thofe  arguments  may  give  them  a  fuccefs  which  has  not 
yet  attended  them. 

The  firft  objedion  may  be  fuppofed  to  confiftof  tWo  parts;  ift, 
the  abandonment  of  the  principle,  that  neutral  bottoms  make 
neutral  goods,  an  objciSion  rather  infinuated  than  exprefled  ;  and, 
2dly,  the  addition  to  the  catalogue  of  contraband. 

]ft.  On  the  firft  part  of  the  objection  it  is  obfervable,  that  the 
flatements  of  the  late  minifter  of  exterior  relations,  and  of  Mr. 
Add,  fecm  to  admit,  but  certainly  do  not  controvert  the  pofition^ 
that,  previous  to  the  formation  of  the  armed  neutrality>  a  belli- 
gerent power  could  rightfully  take  out  of  the  bottoms  of  a  neutral 
the  goods  of  its  enemy.  This  pofition  is  believed  to  be  incon- 
trovertible ;  fome  of  the  arguments  in  fupport  of  'it  have  beca 
already  detailed,  and  it  is  deemed  unneceflary  to  repeat  or  to  add 
to  them.  To  this  principle  of  the  armed  neutrality,  with  a  de- 
parture from  which  the  United  States  feem  to  be  impliedly  charged, 
the  note  of  Mr.  De  la  Croix  does  not  allign  any  obligation  what- 
ever ;  nor  does  he  appear  to  condder  it  as  having  been  engrafted 
i>y  that  confederation  on  the  law  of  nations.  On  this  point  Mr* 
Adct  has  not  been  more  explicit ;  he  feems  to  have  been  content 
with  vague  infmuations,  and  not  to  have  been  willine  to  commit 
himfcif  by  a  diredt  averment,  that  in  confequence  or  the  armed 
neutrality  the  law  of  nations  on  this  fubjedl  is  changed.  The 
vndcrfigncd  are  unwilling  to  combat  at  length  a  propofition  not 
pofttively  advanced,  which  they  deem  fo  clearly  indetenfible,  and 
will  therefore  refer  to  the  brief  observation  already  made  re* 
fpc<fling  it. 

It  may  not,  however,  be  improper  here  to  notice,  that  in 
February  1 778,  when  the  treaty  between  France  and  the  United 
States  was  entered  into,  the  armed  neufrality  had  not  been  formed; 
of  confequence,  the  ftate  of  things  on  whicn  that  treaty  operated, 
was  regulated  by  the  law  of  nations,  as  it  clearly  exifted  previous 
•to  the  formation  of  the  armed  neutrality.  It  is  fuppofed  to  bo 
admitted,  that,  according  to  that  ftate  of  things,  neutral  bottoms 
could  afford  no  proteflion  to  the  goods  of  ah  enemy.  The  ftipu. 
lation,  then,  of  the  article  of  that  treaty  was  underftood  at  the 
time,  by  the  cont rafting  parties,  to  form  an  exception  to  a  gene- 
ral rale,  which  would  retain  its  obligation  in  all  cafes  where  it 
was  not  changed.     If,  then>  the  contrafiing  parties  bad  defigned 

to 
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to  impofe  on  each  other  the  neceflity  of  extending  this  exceptioa 
to  other  nations.  To  as  to  convert  it  into  a  general  rule,  they 
would  have  exprefled  this  intention  in  their  contract ;  not  having 
exprelTed  it,  they  mud  be  confidered  as  intending  that  this  ex* 
ception  (hoiild  form  a  rule  as  between  them felves,  while  the  gene- 
ral^ rule  (hould  govern  as  Vith  other  nations  "who  had  not  con* 
Tented  to  change  it. 

It  is  alfo  worthy  of  obfervation,  that  when  this  treaty  was 
made  the  United  States  were  at  war,  and  France  at  peace  with  ' 
Britain.  In  this  date  of  things,  which  might  have  continued,  had 
not  war  been  declared,  or  hoftilities  commenced  by  England,  the 
bottoms  of  France  would  have  protected  from  American  cruifers 
Englilh  property,  while  they  would  not  have  proteded  from  Bri- 
tifh  cruifers  American  property.  This  was  the  necedary  refult  of 
that  (late  of  things  under  which  the  treaty  was  formed ;  America 
had  confeated  to  it,  and  neither  could  nor  would  have  com* 
plained. 

It  is  alfo  to  be^  noticed,  that  before  the  negotiation  with  Eng* 
[and  had  commenced,  the  government  of  the  United  States  ha<f 
>penly  avowed  that  opinion  on  this  fubjed^hich  itsbed  judg- 
nenc  diSatcd.  .  This  opinion,  perfedly  unconneded  with  that 
legotiation,  was  known  by  all  to  form  and  regulate  the  bafis  of 
ts  condudl.  The  letters  from  Mr.  JeSerfon  already  quoted  had 
lated  to  the  world  the  perfe£l  conviAion  of  the  United  States, 
hat,  by  the  law  of  nations,  a  belligerent  power,  not  reftrained 
ly  particular  treaty,  might  rightfully  take  out  of  the  bottoms  of 
k  iKutral  the  goods  of  its  enemy,  as  well  as  their  determination 
hat  they  could  not,  and  ought  not,  to  oppofe  the  exercife  of  thi» 
tght.  The  right  having  been  clearly  and  unavoidably  admitted, 
Liid  the  determination  to  acquiefce  under  its  exercife  having  been 
ivowcd  openly,  Mr.  Jay  could  cnly  foUcit  its  furrender. — Ha4 
lo  treaty  been  formed,  or  had  that  treaty  omitted  to  mention  the 
>rinciple,  the  right  would  flill  have  exifled,  would  dill  have  been 
hcknowledged,  and  would  dill  have  been  exercifcd.  The  treaty 
fees  not,  in  fad  or  in  cxpreiTion,  cede  a  new  privilege  ;  it  regy- 
ates  the  exercife  of  one  before  cxifting  and  before  acknowledged 
;o  ex  id.  The  harih  means  of  exercifmg  this  right,  which  are 
pvcn  by  the  law  of  nations,  arc  niodified  and  foftcned  by  the 
treaty  ;  and  this  is  the  only  effedl  which  the  article  on  this  fubje£l 
las  produced  ;  it  was  the  only  motive,  and  it  was  a  fudicient 
moTive,  for  introducing  it. 

The  fecond  branch  of  this  objcflion  feems  more  to  be  relied 
cm,  and  comes  forward  in  a  more  decifive  diapc;  it  is — that  the 
United  States  have  abandoned  the  limit  given*  to  contraband  by 
the  law  of  nations,  by  their  treaties  with  other  nations,  and  even 
by  thofe  of  England  with  the  greater  part  of  the  maritime 

ppweifi. 
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The  limit  of  contraband  is  fuppofed  to  have  been  extended 
inferting   in   the  catalogue  naval  (lores  and  timber  for  flii 
building. 

To  edimate  rightly  a  charge  fo  warmly  made,  it  becomes  i 
difpenfable  to  afcertain  whether  thofe  articles  are,  independc 
of  treaty,  by  the  lawvof  nations  contraband  of  war :  on  tl 
lingle  point  feems  to  reft  the  verity  of  the  srccufation. 

It  is  regretted,  that  thofe  who  have  averred  the  negative  ha 
not  been  pleafed  to.  furnifh  authorities  in  fupport  of  the  opinit 
they  advance.  Such  authorities  would  have  been  confidered  wi 
candour^  and  any  comvidion  they  might  have  produced  wou 
bave  been  freely  acknowledged. ,  But  no  fuch  authorities  are  fu 
nilhed)  and  it  is  believed  that  none  exift* 

-  -  America,  folicitous  to  confine  as  much  as  poflible  by  comm( 
content  the  lift  of  contraband,  but  determined,  however  il 
might  oppofe  its  enlargement,  not  to  attempt  its  diminution  I 
forc^,  was  under  the  neceftity  of  examining  the  fubjed,  and  < 
dfcertaining  the  line  of  partition  between  the  rights  of  neutra 
and  of  belligerent  powers. 

As  guides  in  fuch  a  fearch,  (he  could  only  take  the  moft  aj 
proved  writers  on  the  law  of  nations;  Thefe  arc  believed  ' 
clafs  timber  for  (hip-building,  and  naval  ftores  for  the  equipme: 
of  veflels,  among  articles  admitted  to  be  contraband  of  wa 
Vattel  (B.  7,  SeO.*  1 12)  defines  contraband  goods  to  be  ^'colnm< 
dities  particularly  ufed  in  war :  fuch  afe  arms,  military  ar 
naval  (lores,  timber,  horfes,  and  even  provifions  in  certain  juni 
turcs,  where  there  are  hopes  of  reducing  the  enemy  by  famine 
The  treaty  between  France  and  Denmark,  conduced  in  174' 
places  tar,  rofini,  fails,  hemp,  cordage,  mafts,  and  timber  fc 
ihip-building,  on  the  catalogue  for  contraband  :  and  Valin,  in  hi 
Commentary  on  the  Marine  Ordinances  of  France  (vol.  ii.  p.  264' 
fays,  that  ^<  of  right  thefe  articles  are  now  contraband,  and  hav 
been  fo  from  the  commencement  of  the  prefent  century."  I 
conformity  with  thefe  opinions  has  been  that  of  America;  andi 
the  law  of  nations  was  un^erftood  by  the  moft  approved  juriih 
Ihe  has  not  erred. 

But  the  modern  public  law  of  nations,  and  modern  treatie 
are  faid  to  have  eftabliftied  a  different  rule.  If  the  modern  publi 
law  of  nations  has  changed  the  principle,  fuch  change  is  Ji 
unknown  to  the  United  States-^it  is  much  to  be  wiihed,  tk 
more  full  and  'fatisfadory  information  had  been  given  in  fuppo 
of  an  opinion,  a  difference  on  which  is  alleged  to  have  proaucc 
confcquences  fo  extremely  calamitous. 

It  is  averred,  that  the  armed  neutrality  has  conftituted  th 
modern  public  law.  It  is  fuppofed  that  this  cannot  be  averre 
becaufe  France  v^ill  never  admit  the  right  of  a  confederacy 
whatever  may  be  its  power,  to  impoie  the  law  on  thofe  who  ai 
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not  parties  to  it.  It  is  fuppofed  aTfo,  that  this  cannot  be  avetre^ 
for  another  reafon.  The  members  of  the  armed  neutrality  had 
not  thenofelves  agreed  upon  the  articles  which  (hould  be  deemed 
contraband*  Ruflia,  the  power  originating  that  celebrated^ 
though  ihort-livcd  compad,  publiflicd  in  1780  the  principles  otl 
which  fhe  would  maintain  the  commerce  of  her  fubjefts :  one  of 
thefe  was,  that  the  articles  of  contraband  fhould  be  regulated  by 
the  roth  and  nth  articles  of  her  treaty  of  commerce  .with  Great 
Britain. 

Afterwards,  Denmark  entered  into  a  convention  with  Ruffisi 
for  maintaining  generally  the  principles  agreed  upon;  but, on  the 
fubje£l  of  contraband  ii^  particular,  Denmark  adopted  as  tho 
rule  by  which  to  be  governed,  her  treaty  of  commerce  with 
Great  Britain,  concluded  the  10th  of  July  1670;  in  the  third 
article  of  which,  contraband  goods  are  dcfcribcd  to  be  "  any  pro- 
Yilions  of  war,  as  foldiers,  arms,  machines,  cannon,  (hips,  or 
other  things  of  neceffary  ufe  in  war."  But,  by  a  convehtion 
concluded  at  London  on  the  4th  of  July  1780,  between  Great 
Britain  and    Denmark,  to  explain  the  treaty  of  commerce  of 

20  between  the  two  .powers,  "  timber  for  ihip-building,  tar, 
n,  copper  in   (heets,  fails,    hemp,    and  cordage,  and  gene- 
i  nlly  whatever  ferves  direflly  foe  the  equipment  of  a  velTel,  un- 
wrought  iron  and  fir-planks  excepted,"  are  declared  to  be  contra* 
:  band. 

Denmark  having,  in  her  convention  with  Ruflia,  adopted  her 
treaty  with   England,  made  in  1670,  as  declaratory  of  thofe  ar- 
ticles which  (he  would  conlider  as  contraband,  and  having,  by 
ber  explanatory  agreement  with  England,  fubflituted  a  particu- 
lar enumeration  of  articles  for  a  general  defcription  of  them,  not 
as  an  amendment  but  as  an  explanation  of  the   treaty  of  1670, 
bs  taken  a  different  rule,  in  the  very  compafl  referred  to,  as 
cftabliihing  a  modern  public  law  of  nations,  from  that  taken  by 
..Ruflia.     The  rule  of  Denmark  clafTes  among  contraband  pre- 
cifely  the  fame  aiticlcs  which  arc  enumerated  as  fuch  in  the  treaty 
Ictwcen   the   United   States   and   Britain,    and  which  are  only 
fimnd  in  that  enumeratrun,  becaufc  it  is  believed  that  the  law  x>i 
parions  has  unqucflionably  fo  placed  them.     Sweden  and  Hol- 
land too,  in  acceding  to  the  armed  neutrality,  adopt  their  cwa 
6eaties  as  the  rule  by  which  they  will  be  reipirdtivdy  guided-*- 
There  was   then  even  among  the  parties  to  this  agreement  no 
bed  law  of  contraband.  '  Had  the  potentates  of  Europe  deiigned 
|f   eftablifh    permanently  and   generally  the   principles  of   the 
vmed    neutrality,    the   war    which  originated   that    convention 
jroiild  not  have  terminated  without  fome  general  agreement  con* 
jerning  it :  the  efforts  of  Sweden  to  obtain  a  congrefs  for  exa- 
mining and  terminating  the  different  concerns  both  of  the  powers 
Vol.  Vir.  I  i  %i 
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at  war  and  of  the  neutral  dates  could  not  have  proved  entire!; 
abortive. 

No  argument  then  can  be  drawn  from  the  armed  neutrality  ii 
fupport  of  the  pofition,  that  the  modern  public  law  6f  nation 
relating  to  contraband  has  been  abandoned  by  the  United  States 
No  modern  public  law  having  been  formed,  the  rule  remains  un 
chai^ged;  and  at  the  prefent  moment,  as  well  as  when  the  treat; 
with  France  was  formed,  is  believed  to  ordain  as  contraband  th( 
articles  enumerated  as  fuch  in  the  treaty  with  Britain, 

But  it  is  alleged,  that  in  this  treaty  the  United  States  have  aban* 
doned  the  limits  given  to  contraband  by  their  treaties  with  al 
other  nations,  and  even  by  thofe  of  England,  with  a  greater  .par 
of  the  maritime  powers* 

It  is  true,  that  the  United  States,  defirous  of  liberating  com- 
merce, have  invariably  feized  every  opportunity  which  prefentec 
itfelf  to  diminifh  or  remove  the  fltackles  impofed  on  that  of  neu* 
trals.  In  purfuance  of  this  policy,  they  have  on  no  occafion  he< 
fitated  to  reduce  the  li(l  of  contraband,  as  between  themfelves  anil 
any  Ration  confenting  to  fuch  reduflion.  Their  pre-exiRiof 
treaties  have  been  with  nations  as  willing  as  themfelves  to  change 
the  old  rule ;  and  confequently  a  flipulation  to  that  effeSt,  bein| 
dcfired  by  both  parties,  has  been  made  without  difficulty.  "ESct 
contradling  party  is  deemed  to  have  an  equivalent  for  the  ceflioi 
made,  in  the  fimilar  ceflion  it  receives  from  the  party  with  when 
It  contrails.  Neither  requires  of  the  other,  as  an  additions 
cohfideration,  that  it  (hall  propagate  by  the  fword  the  principle 
which  form  the  bafis  of  their  private  agreements,  and  force  uki 
villing  nations  to  adopt  them  \  nor  that  it  Oiould  decline  to  regu 
.late  by  treaty  its  interefts  with  any  other  nation  which  (hould  re 
fufe  to  accede  to  them  :  as  little  could  either  fuppofe  that  its  parti 
cular  contradi  contained  any  thing  obligatory  on  others,  or  ws 
capable  of  enlarging  or  diminifhing  their  rights. 

The  treaties  of  the  United  States  then  witli  other  nations  c^ 
only  cftablKh  the  limits  of  contraband,  as  between  the  contrad* 
ing  parties,  and  mud  leave  that  fubjed  with  nations  not  partiei 
to  the  contra£t,  to  the  law  which  would  have  governed,  had  fud* 

S articular  llipulation  never  been  made.  According  to  the  exi(lin( 
ate  of  things,  when  the  negotiations  between  the  Unita 
States  and  Great  Britain  were  opened,  naval  (lores  and  timber  fo 
ihip-building  were,  as  between  America  and  Britain,  contra 
band  of  war :  they  would  have  retained  this  chara<Sler,  had  thi 
treaty  never  been  made ;  they  would  have  retained  it,  had  th 
treaty  contained  no  provifion  on  the  fubjeiS.  The  United  State 
were  truly  defirous  of  excluding  them  from  the  lid,  but  Britaii 
was  unwilling  to  do  fo.  Had  the  United  States  pofleflcd  th 
means  of  coercion,  their  eilablilhed  poli<;y,  founded  on  the  bafi 
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Xf  and  their  own^  peculiar  ntuation,  forbid  a  refort  to- 
»as  for  any  other  purpofe  than  the  defence  of  their  own 
or  a  compliance  with  their  own  engagements.  It  was 
fe  in  which  force  would  have  been  deemed  jutlifiable ; 
obje^iy  being  unattainable  by  mutual  content^  was  una- 
'  relinquiflied  for  the  moment.  Yet  ir  was  proper  to  enu^ 
the  articles  which  were  before  contraband,  and  whiciv 
!d'to  be  fbf  becaufe  that  enumeration  notified  to  the  mer* 
>f  the  United  States  the  hazard  which  their  commodities 
ncounter  on  the  feas  ;  and  becaufe,  alfo,  it  prevents  thof<i 
IS  altercations  which  might  otherwife  have  been  produced 
fForts  of  one  party  to  fwell,  and  of  the  other  to  reduce 

1  the  refufal  of  Britain  to  fubftitute  any  other  rule  con- 
contraband,  in  the  place  of  that  eftablifhed  by  the  law  of 
France  finds  herfelf  in  a'iituation  to  be  injured  by  an 
ce  of  her  engagements  with  the  United'  States,  it  is  not 
y  with  Bfitain,  but  that  with  France,  which  has  produced 
ttion.     Ihis  was  forefeen  when  that  treaty  was  entered 
d  did  not  prevent  it.     The  (lipulation  concerning  con- 
was  formed  when  France  vrvts  at  peace  and  America  at 
;hough  that  ftate  of  things  did  not  long  continue,  yet  its 
ince  was  by  no  means  deemed  impoflible.     Notwithftand- 
the  government  of  the  United  States  has  manifbfted  a 
efs  to  change  this  ilipulation  as  well  as  that  which  re- 
lemies  property  in   neutral  bottoms,  fo  foon  as  France 
led  of  them  :  of  this  the  letter  from  Mr.  Randolph   to 
:t,  already  quoted,   affords  conclufive  teftimony. 
lears  then,  on  examining  this  obje£tion  to  the  treaty  be- 
e  United  States  and  Britain,  that  it  has  not  added  to  the 
5  of  contraband  a  fmgle  article ;  that  it  has  ceded  no  pri- 
tas  granted  no  right,  and  that  it  has  not  changed  in  the 
lute  circumflance  the  pre-exifling  (ituation  of  the  United 
relation  either  to  France  or  to  Britain.     Notwithfland*- 
truths,  the  government  of  the  United  States  has  haflened 
its  former  friend  that,  if  the  ftipulations  between  them 
oppreflive  in  prafticc,  it  is  ready  to  offer  up  thefe  ftipu- 
willing  facrifice  at  the  (hrine  of  friendOiip. 
in  will  you  fearch  in  this  procedure  for  "  a  known  and 
aicriiice  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  of  their  con- 
with  this  republic,  and  of  the  mofl  efTential  and  Icafl 
.  prerogatives  of  neutrality."     In  vain  will  you  fearch 
mce  of  their  **  having  given  to  England,  to  the  detri* 
their  firfl:  allies,    the  moft  ftriking   mark  of  an   nn- 
condefcenfion,  by  abandoning  the  limits  given  to  contra- 
the  law  of  nations,  by  their  treaties  with  all  other  na- 

I  1  7,  lions. 
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tiont >  lEind  even  by  thofe  of  England  with  the  greater  part  of  the 
maritime  powers." 

The  United  States  feel  thefe  reproaches  asconfcious  innocenci 
feels  the  imputation  of  guilt. 

Secondly.  It  is  alfo  alleged,  that  <*  the  United  States  hav< 
confented  to  extend  the  denomination  of  contraband  even  to  pro 
vlfions.  Indead  of  pointing  out  particularly,  as  all  treaties  do 
the  cafes  of  the  efFedlive  blockade  of  a  place,  as  alone  forminj 
an  exception  to  the  freedom  of  this  article,  they  have  tacitly  ac 
knowledged  the  prctenfions  raifed  by  England  to  create  block 
ades  in  our  colonies,  and  even  in  France,  by  the  force  of  a  ban 
procla^natiop." 

The  objecSl ions  to  this  article  (hall  be  con fidered  according  tt 
its  letter,  and  according  to  its  operations. 

The  objcdlionable  words  are — **  and  whereas  the  difficulty  o 
agreeing  on  the  precife  caies  in  which  alone  provifions  and  othe 
atticlcs  not  generally  contraband  may  be  regarded  as  fuch,  rendei 
it  expedient  to  provide  againft  the  inconvenience  and  mifunder 
(landings  which  might  thence  arife ;  it  is  farther  agreed,  th: 
whenever  any  fuch  articles  fo  becoming  contraband  according  t 
thecxifting  laws  of  nations,  ihall,  for  that  reafon,  befcized,  tl^ 
fame  (hall  not  be  confifcated;  but  the  owners  thereof  (hall  I 
fpeedily  and  completely  indemnified ;  and  the  captors,  or,  i 
their  default,  the  government  under  whofe  authority  they  a£ 
(hall  pay  to  the  mailers  or  owners  of  fuch  veflfels  the  full  value  c 
all  fuch  articles,  with  a  reafonable  mercantile  profit  thereon,  tc 
gcthei^with  the  freight  and  alfo  the  demurrage  incident  to  fuc 
detention.*' 

The  admiflions  contained  in  this  cafe  are— 

Firfl,  That  provifions  are  not  generally  contraband ;  and  tli9 

Secondly,  They  are  fometimes  contraband. 

An  effort    was  made   to  e{labli(h.  the  precife  cafes  in  whic 

alone  they  (Uould  be  fubjeft  to  feizure  ;  for  America  would  on 

confent  to  confidcr  them  as  contraband  in  the  cafe  of  an  effeSi*^ 

blockade,  (lege,  or  invcftraent  of  a  place;  while,  on  the  part  4 

England,  this  (Irid  interpretation  of  the  rule  was  not  admitted 

but  it  was  contended,  tiiat  provifions  became  contraband  whe 

there  were  reafonable   hopes  of  reducing  the  enemy  by  famine 

In  this  oppofition  of  fentiment,  to  what  have-  the  United  State 

confcMited  ?     *^  1  o  extend  the  denomination  of  contraband  eve; 

to  provifions" — ^^  to  acknowledge  tacitly  the  pretenfions  raifed  b 

England  to  create  blockades  in  your  colonics,  and  even  in  France 

by  the  force  of  a  bare  proclamation?*' — "in  a  word,  to  hav 

commerce  only  with  England." — Reconfider  the  words  then] 

felves,  and  it  will  require  no  comment  to  prove  how  inapplic: 

blc  to  them  are  ilicfc  afllrtions.  The  claufe  complained  of  havin 

Aat< 
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Rated  the  admlffion  of  the  dHficuUy  already  mentioned,  proceeds 
to  fay — "  It  is  further  agreed,  that  whenever  any  fuch  articles 
fo  becoming  contraband  according  to  tbc  laws  of  nations,  (hall, 
for  that  reafon,  be  feized,  the  fame  (hall  not  be  confifcated,  but 
the  owners  thereof  ihall  be  fpeedlly  2fnd  completely  indemni- 
fied.'' 

It  is  too  clear  to  admit  of  conteftation,  that  this  claufe  doed 

not  declare  provifions  to  be  contraband,  or  admit  of  their  feizure 

in  any  other  cafes  than  when,  "  according  to  the  exifting  law  of 

nations,  they  (hould  become  contraband  ;''  in  fuch  cafe,  the  right 

to  feize  them  is  not  given  by  this  article,  but  it  is  admitted  by 

France,  and  by  all  the  world,  to  exift  independent  of  treaty.     In 

fuch  cafe,  they  would  have  been  feized,  had  this  (lipulation  never 

been  entered  into,   and  would  had  been  confifcated  alfo.     Th« 

only  alteration  which  is,  by  the  letter  of  the  claufe,  produced  in 

the  law  of  nations,  is,  to  exempt  from  confifcation  goods  which 

under  that  law  would  have  been  fubjedl  to  it. 

But  it  has  been  fufpeded  to  haVe  an  obje£l  and  an  operation 
in  prafiice  different  from  its  letter.  It  has  been  fufpeftcd  to 
cover  a  defign  to  admit  fubftantially  certain  principles  with  re- 
aped to  blockades  which  in  theory  are  denied. 

Incapable  of  duplicity,  America,  with  the  pride  of  confcious 
integrity,  repels  this  infinuation,  and  courts  an  invcftigation  of 
the  fa&s  on  which  it  is  founded. 

The  government  of   the  United  States  and   that  of  Britain 
having  conftrued   the  law  of  nations  differently  in  this  rcfpeft, 
«ach  would  have  a€led  upon  its  own  opinion  of  that  law ;  the 
privateers    of   England   would   have   feized   as   contraband  any 
goods  deemed  fuch  in  their   courts  of  admiralty ;   and  the  go- 
vernment of  the  United  States  would  have  reclaimed  fuch  goods, 
and  would  have  fupported   the  demand  in  fuch  a   manner  as  its 
Own  judgment  dictated.     This  procedure  is  not  changed.     The 
right  to  make  fuch  reclamations  has  not  been  rclinquifhed,  nor 
b^the   legality  of  the  feizure,  in  any  other  cafe  than  that  of  an 
attempt  to  enter  a  place  aftually    inverted,  been  in  any  degree 
admhted. 

It  is  true,  that  the  Briiifhvgovernment  renewed  the  order  con- 
cerning  provifions  about   the   time   of   the   ratification   of    this 
treaty  ;  but  it  is  not  lefs  true,  that  the  government  of  the  United 
States  manifcfled  a  firm  rcfohition  to  fubmit  to  no  fuch  conftruc- 
lion,  and  rcmonflratcd  fo  ferioufly  againft  it  as  to  produce  a  revo- 
cation of  the  order.     Nor  is  this  all :   claims  for  provifions  feized 
I  '  in  cafes  of  a  mere  proclamation-blockade,  have  been   Si&uMf 
niade,  and  have  been  adually  decided  in  favour  of  the  claimants. 
The  Britifh  government  has  acquiefced  under  fuch  decifions,  by 
paying  the  furas  awarded.     Thcfe  fums  were  not  limited  to  a 
^    regfonable  profit  on  the  price  of  the  commodity  feized,  but  were  ' 
k  I  regulated 
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tcgulated  by  its  price  at  the  port  of  (Ie(lination;'and,  confe- 
qucutly^  the  a(Aual  as  well  as  av(>wcd  principle  of  fuch  dcci- 
fions  was,  that  the  goods  feizcd  had  not  become  contraband, 
*<  according  to  the  exifting  law  of  nations." 

The  intention  of  the  government  then,  and  the  praftice  un- 
der the  article^  arc  in  dircQ.  oppofition  to  thefc  injurious  fufpi- 
cions,  the  indulgence  of  which  has  produced  fuch  pernicious 
dRfts.  It  is  even  believed  that  the  decifion  on  tliis  fubjed  will 
be  one  ftcp  towards  the  eftabliftiment  of  that  principle  for  which 
America  has  never  ceafcd  to  contend.  It  is  alfo  believed^  and 
has  ever  been  believed,  that  the  article  obje£led  to  would  have  a 
iicccllary  tendency  to  increafe,  and  did,  in  fj.Qi,  increafe  the 
c^antity  of  provihons  imported  from  America  into  France  and 
her  colonies.  The  American  commerce,  being  entirely  in  the 
hands  of  individuals,  is  condquently  conducted  by  them  ac- 
cording to  their  own  views  of  particular  advantage:  they  will  un- 
quedionably  endeavour  to  fupply  the  highefl  market,  unlcfs  re-* 
ilrained  from  doing  fo  by  other  confiderations  which  rendbr  it 
unadvifable  to  attempt  fuch  a  fupply.  In  their  calculation,  the 
rifle  of  reducing  the  market  is  too  important  an  item  to  be  pafled 
over  or  forgotten.  Every  diminution  of  this  rifk  adds  to  the 
number  of  thofe  who  will  attempt  the  fupply  ;.  and  confequently 
a  knowledge  that  the  voyage,  fliould  it  even  fail  by  the  feizure  of 
the  vclfelj  would  yet  be  profitable,  muft  increafe  the  number  of 
thofe  who  would  malce  it. 

It  Is  plain  then,  that  this  article  admits  the  feizure  of  pro« 
vifions  in  no  fituation  where  they  were  not  before  feizable ;  and 
encourages  their  tranfportation  to  France  and  her  colonies,  by 
diminiibing  the  rifle  of  fuch  tranfportation. 

It  is  alfo  complained  of,  that  this  treaty  has  not,  '^  as  all  trea- 
ties do,  pointed  out  particularly  the  cafes  of  the  eflfedive  block- 
ado  of  a  place,**  as  alone  forming  an  exception  to  the  freedom 
of  provifions. 

Articles  in  a  treaty  can  only  be  inferted  by  content.  The 
United  States  therefore  can  never  be  refponfible  for  not  having  in- 
ferted an  artiele  to  which  the  other  contrading  party  would  not 
alfcnt.  They  may  refiifc  to  make  any  change  in  the  exifting 
ftate  of  things  prejudicial  to  themfelves  or  to  other  powers ;  and 
they  have  rehjfcd  to  make  any  fuch  change:  but  it  is  not  in  their 
power  to  infert,  as  by  common  confent,  an  article,  though 
merely  declaratory  of  a  principle  which  they  confidered  as  cer- 
tainly cxiding,  and  which  they  mean  to  fupport  if  fuch  common 
confent  lie  unattainable.  All  that  can  be  done  in  fuch  a  cafe  is, 
tsi  leave  the  principle  unimpaired,  referving  entirely  the  right  to 
aifcrt  it.  This  has  been  done :  the  principle  was  left  unim- 
paired, and  has  been  iince  fuccefsfully  aflerted. 

The 
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The  United  States  are  at  all  times  truly  folicitoiis  to  diminiflt 
as  mnch  as  poflTble  the  lift  of  contraband.     It  is  their  interef^,  in 
common  with  all  other  nations  "whofc   policy  is  peace,  to  en- 
large,  fo   far  as  they  can  be  enlarged,  the   rights  of  neutrals* 
This  intereft  is  a  fure  guatantce  for  their  uiing  thcfe  m^ans 
which  they  think  calculated  to  effcd  the  obje6l,  and  which  a 
juft  regard  to  their  fiiu^tion  will  permit.     But  they  muft   be  al- 
lowed to  purfue  the  objeS  in  fuch  a  manner  as  may  comport  with 
that   fituation.     While  they  furrendei    no  a£tual  right,  in  pre- 
ferving  which  there  is  a  common  intereft,  while  they  violate  no 
pre-exifting  engagements  (and  thefe  they  have  not  fnrrendered  or 
violated),  they'muft  judge  exclufively  for  themfelves  how  far  they    ' 
will  or  ought  to  go  in  their  efforts  to  acquire  new  rights  or  efta- 
blilh  new  principles.     When  they  furrcnder  this  privilege,  they 
ceafe  to  be  independent,  and  they  will   no  longer  deferve  to  be 
free.     They  will  have  furrendcred  in  other  hands  the  moft  facred 
of  dcpofits — the  right  of  felf-government ;  and  inftead  of  the  ap- 
probation they  will  merit  the  contempt  of  the  world, 

Thofe  parts  of  the  treaty  between  the  United  States  and  Bri- 
tain, which  have  been  fele£led  by  France  as  injurious  to  her^ 
have  now  been  examined.  The  underfigned  are  too  well  cchi- 
vinced  that  they  in  no  degree  juftify  the  enmity  they  are  alleged 
to  have  produced,  not  to  rely  on  a  candid  reconfideration  of  them 
as  a  fure  mean  of  removing  the  impreflions  they  are  fuppofed  to 
have  made. 

Before  this  fubje£l  is  entirely  clofed,  one  other  objcftion  wilt 
fie  noticed.  The  very  formation  of  a  commercial  treaty  with 
England  Teems  to  be  reprobated,  as  furnifliing  juft  caufe  of  of- 
fence to  Prance;  and  Mr.  Adet  has  permitted  himfelf  to  fay— 
<^  It  was  a  little  matter  only  to  allow  the  Englifh  to  avail  them- 
felves of  the  advantages  of  our  treaty:  it  was  neccflary  to afture 
Chofe  to  them  by  the  aid  of  a  contraft  which  might  ferve  at 
once  as  a  reply  to  the  claims  of  France,  and  as  peremptory  mo- 
tives for  rcfufals  ;  the  true  caufe  of  which  it  was  requifite  incef- 
fanily  to  difguife  to  her  under  fpecious  pretexts.  Such  was  the 
objed  of  Mr.  Jay's  miflion  to  London  ;  fuch  was  the  objeft  of 
a  negotiation  enveloped  from  its  origin  in  the  fhadow  of  myf- 
•lery,  and  covered  with  the  veil  of  dilfimulation." 

raffing  over  this  extraordinary  language,  the  underfigned, 
being  only  dcfirous  of  producing  accommodation  by  the  exhi- 
bition of  truth,  will  confidcr  the  opinion  which  is  obliquely 
hidted,  and  the  fa6l  which  is  diredly  averred. 

The  pradice  of  forming  commercial  treaties  is  fo  univerfal 
among  other  nations  having  any  commercial  intercourfe  with 
-each  other,  that  it  fcems  unnecefTary  to  difcufs  their  utility.  The 
dght  to  form  thofe  treaties  has  been  fo  univerfally  aflferted  and  ad- 
mlttedy  that  it  fcems  to  be  the  infeparable  attribute  of  fovereignty 

to 
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to  be  qiicrtloned  only  by  thofc  who  qtieflion  the  rlglit  of  a  j 
to  govern  itfelf,  and  to  be  ceded  only  by  ihofe  who  arc  pre 
to  cede  their  independence. 

But  the  profpcrity  of  the  United  States  is  in  a  peculiar  c 
promoted  by  external  commerce.  A  people  almoft  cxcli: 
agricultural  have  not  within  thenlfelves  a  market  for  the  fi 
produce  of  their  labour,  or  a  fiiflicient  number  and  varic 
articles  of  exchange  to  fupply  the  wants  of  the  cultivators ; 
cannot  have  an  internal  which  will  compenfate  for  the  lofs 
external  commerce :  they  muft  fearch  abroad  for  manufad) 
for  many  other  articles  which  contribute  to  the  comfort  and 
venicnce  of  life,  and  they  mufl  fearch  abroad  alfo  for  a  n 
for  that  large  portion  of  the  produftions  of  their  foil  which 
not  be  confumcd  at  home.  The  policy  of  a  nation  tht^s  cii 
ftanced  mufl  ever  be  to  encourage  external  commerce,  and  to 
to  itfelf  every  market  for  the  difpofition  of  its  fuperfluitie 
the  fnpply  of  its  wants.  The  commercial  and  manufad 
chara^er  and  capacities  of  England  muft  turn  into  that  ch 
a  confiderable  portion  of  the  commerce  of  any  nation  unde 
circumftances  of  the  United  States.  It  is  a  market  too  imp( 
and  too  valuable  lo  be  voluntarily  clofed  ;  in  confcquencc,  2 
fiderable  portion  of  their  commerce  has  taken  that  direftion 
a  continual  folicitudc  has  been  manifefled  to  regulate  and  fee 
by  contraft.  To  abolifli  this  commerce,  or  to  refufe  to  j 
permanence  and  fecurity  by  fair  and  equal  (lipulations,  wouI< 
facrifice  which  no  nation  ought  to  require,  and  which  no  i 
ot)ght  to  make.  In  forming  her  treaty  of  amity  and  comi 
ivith  the  United  States,  France  claimed  no  fuch  prerog 
That  treaty  declares  the  intention  of  the  parties  to  be,  '*  t 
in  an  equitable  and  permanent  manner,  the  rules  which  ou 
be  followed  relative  to  the  commerce  and  corrcfpondence  '' 
the  two  panics  dcfirc  to  cftablifl)  between  their  refpeftive 
tries,  flatcs,  and  fiibjecls;"  and  that  **  they  have  judged  th 
faid  end  could  not  be  better  obtained  than  by  taking  for  the 
of  their  agreement  the  mofl  perfcft  equality  and  reciprocity 
bv  carefully  avoiding  all  tliofe  burdcnfomc  preferences  whi< 
fifually  fources  of  debate,  cmlurraflTmcnt,  and  difcontent 
leaving  alfo  each  party  at  liberty  to  make,  re fpe fling  com 
and  navigation,  thofe  interior  rt  gulations  which  it  ihall  fine 
convenient  to  itfelf,  and  by  founding  the  advantages  of  com: 
folcly  upon  reciprocal  utility  and  the  juit  rules  of  free  interc 
rcferviiig  to  each  party  the  liberty  of  admitting  at  its  pie 
other  nations  to  a  participation  of  the  fame  advantages." 
treaty  itfelf  contains  no  ilipulation  in  any  degree  contrad 
to  thoi'c  declarations  of  the  preamble,  or  which  could  fug 
fufpicion,  that  under  tluTe  declarations  was  concealed  a  w 
abridge  the  fovcrcignty  of  the  United  States  with  rcfpefl  to 
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ties,    or  to  control  their  interefts  in  regard  to  commerce.     In 
forming  a  commercial  treaty  with  Britain,  therefore,  in  which 
no  peculiar  privilege  is  granted*  the  government  of  the  United^ 
States  believed  itfclf  to  be  tranfading  a  J[)uiiners  excliiflvely  its' 
own,  which  could  give  umbrage  to  none^  and  which  no  other  na- 
tion on  earth  would  confider  itfelf  as  having  a  right  to  interfere 
in.     There  exiftcd,  confequently,  no  motive  for  concealing  from 
France,  or  any   other  power^  that  the  negotiation   of  Mr.  Jay 
might  or  might  not  terminate  in  a  commercial  treaty.     The  de- 
claration therefore  was  not  made;  nor  is  it  ufual  for  nati^ons  about 
to  enter  into  negotiations  to  proclaim  to  others  the  various  obje£l9 
to  which  thofc  negotiations  may  pofTibly  be  direfied.     Such  is 
not,  nor  has  it  ever  been,  the  practice  of  France.     To  fuppofe  a* 
neccflity  or  a  duty  on  the  part  of  one  government  thus  to  pro- 
claim all  its  views,  or  to  confult  another  writh  refpc£t  to  its  ar«' 
rangement  of  its  own  affairs,  is  to  imply  a  dependence  to  which 
no  government  ought  willingly  to  fubmit,  '  So  far  as  the  interefts 
of  France  might  be  involved  in  the  negotiation,  the  inftrudions 
given  to  the  negotiator  were  promptly  communicated.     The  mi- 
nifter  of  this  republic  was  informed  officially,  that  Mr.  Jay  was* 
inftrucled  not  to  weaken  the  engagements  of  the  United  States  to 
France.     Farther  information  was  neither  to  have  been  requiredf 
nor  expe£led  :  indeed,  that  which  was  given  furniflied  reafon  to' 
fuppofe  that  one  of  the  objcds  of  the  negotiation  with  Great 
Britain  was  a  commercial  treaty.     Why  then  fuch  unneceflary' 
ajid  unmerited  farcafms  againft  a  cautious  and  unoffending  ally  } 
Thofe  objedls  which  (he  purfued  were  fuch  as  an  ind-^pcndcnt  na- 
tion might  legitimately  purfiie,  and  fuch  as  America  never  had 
diflembled,  and  nsvcr  deemed  it  neceflary  to  diffemble  her  wifli 
to  obtain. 

Why  fliould  an  effort  be  made  to  imprefs  France  with  an' 
opinion  that  Mr.  Jay  was  not  authorized  to  negotiate  a  commer- 
cial treaty  with  Britain,  when  the  fixed  opinion  of  America  had 
ever  been,  that  France  could  not  be  and  ought  not  to  be  diifatif- 
fied  with  the  formation  of  fuch  a  treaty  ?  Why  (hould  the  mi- 
nxfter  of  France  have  been  informed  officially  that  Mr.  Jay  was 
efpecially  inftrufted  not  to  weaken  the  engagement  of  the  United 
States  to  France,  if  it  was  intended  toiconvince  that  mimiler  -bnt 
his  powers  did  not  extend  to  fubjcfts  in  any  degree  c'jnnccled 
vith  thofe  engagements?  To  what  purpofe  fliould  the  >  ^j*-:::X'^ 
mcnt  of  the  United  States  have  pra£tifed  a  dei:cption  deemed  by 
itfelf  totally  unnecefTary,  and  which  its  utmofl  cHorts  could  not 
loDg  continue  ?     It  requires  an   equal   degree  of  folly  and  vice 

I  to  praAife  an  ufclefs  fraud  which  mud  inevitably  and  immedi- 
ately be  dete£led,  and  the  dete£tion  of  which  mufl  cxpofc  its 
author,  to  general  infamy,  as  well  as  the  enmity  of  thofe  on  whom 
the  fraud  had  been  pradifed.  Thttfc  confiderations  ought  to 
Vol,  Vil.  K  k  have 
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Tiave  produced  fome  hefitation  conccxning  the  h&»  The  tefti- 
mony  in  fupport  of  it  ought  to  have  been  very  positive  and  ycrf 
4inexceptionable  before  it  received  implicit  faith.  It  fliould  have 
l^een  very  clear  that  the^e  wa.s  no  miftake^  no  mifunderfiandingy 
concerning  the  information  communicated,  before  the  charge 
\va8  made  in  fuch  terms  as  the  minifter  of  France  has  been  pleafed 
to  employ ;  but  the  teftimony  is  believed  to  be  fatts£adoryy  that 
the  government  of  the  United  States  has  not  endeavoured  to  im- 
prefs  in  France  any  opinion  on  this  fubjeA  which  the  hA  of  the 
cafe  did  not  warr;int*  The  declanaUon  of  Mr.  Randolph,  made 
July  ^th,  i795»  is  full  on  this  point.     It  is  in  thefe  words: 

**  I  i)evQr  could  in  truth  have  informed  the  French  miniAer, 
that  the,  miflion,  as  fqt  forth  in  the  Prelidcni's  raeflage  to  the  Se- 
nate, contemplated  only  an  adjudment  of  our  complaints ;  if,  by 
this  phi;afe,  it  be  intended  to  exclude  commciciai  arrangements, 
1  could  have  no  reafon  for  faying  fo,  fince  the  French  republic 
could  have  had; nothing  to  do  ivith  our  commercial  arrangements, 
if  they  did: not  derogate  from  her  rights:  it  could  have  anfwered 
no  purpofc,  when  fo  ihort  a  time  would,  devclope  the  contrary-p-L 
never  did  infi[)rm  the;  French  minifter  as  above  Itated. 

<^  The  only  o^cial  converfation  which  I  recoiled:  with  Mr.- 
Fauchet  upon  this  fubje£k  was,  when  I  communicated  to  him^ 
ivith  the  Preltdentjs  permiflion,  that  Mr.  Jay  was  inftnidbcd 
to  weaken  our  engagements  to  France.  Neither  then,  nor  at  an 
other  time,  in  official  nor  unofficial  converfation,  did  I  ever  fa 
to  him,  that  nothing  of  a  commercial  nature  was  contemplated 
or  that  nothing  but  the  controv^rdes  under  the  old  treaty  andth 
fpoliations  were  contemplated. 

'*  Mr.  Fauchet  fome  time  ago  faid  to  me,  that  he  underftoo 
from  what  I  faid,  that  Mr.  Jay  was  not  authorized  to  treat  c 
commercial  matters.  I  told  him,  that  he  mifundcrftood  me  j  n. 
letter  had  ever  paifcd  upon  this  fubjed." 

If  then  Mr.  Randolph  did  give  Mr.  Fauchet  the  informati 
contended  for,  it  is  plain  that  he  never  was  authorized  to  do  f< 
bur  the  confiderations  already  detailed  render  it  infinitely  mosr 
probable  that  Mr.  Fauchet  has  mifunderftood  Mr.  Randolph 
than  that  Mr.  Randolph  hai  mifinformed  Mr.  Fauchet. 

The  underfigned  have  tstlwcn,  they  trufl,  a  corre£i  view  of  i 
leading  and   influential  mcafurcs  adopted  by  the  government 
the  United  States  :   they  have  endeavoured  to  (late,  with  plainn 
^nd  with  candour,   the  motives  which  have  occafionc^  tha  adoj 
tion  of  thofe  meafurcs  and  the   operation  they  are  believed 
have.     They  have  Ihown  that  if  America  is   to  be  reproach 
with  partialities,  irreconcilable  with  her  neutral   fituation,  rt 
not  by  France  that  thofc  reproaches  ought  to  be  made.     Tb 
have  been  induced  to  take  this  review  by  a  hope  which  they  ca 
not  reKoquilh  without  regret,  that  it  may  contribute  to  eilaice  i 
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preffioBS  which  mifrq^refentatibn  may  hare  made^  and  to  tJke 
from  the  intention  and  condu£l  of  the  government  they  reprefenf 
that  falfe  colouring  which  unfriendly  pencils  have  io  profufeiy 
beftowed  upon  them.  They  ;lre  anxious  flill  to  chbrifh  d  hojie, 
that,  by  expofing  frankly  and  fincereiy  the  fentiments  Which  hffve 
hitherto  guided  their  nation,  they  may  reftore  difpofitiotis  on  the 
por^of  France  compatible  with  the  ccmtinnance  of  thcfefemi« 
ments. 

Gomplannts  have  been  made»  that  in  the  application  in  partihi- 
lar  cafes  of  thofe  general  principles  which  the  neutral  ftatidti  eft 
the  United  States  rendered  indifpenfable,  inconveniencies  atid 
vexations  which  were  unavoidable  have  been  fometrmes  fuf- 
uined.  Thcfe  complaints  have  been  feparately  and  fiilly  diC^ 
oifled. 

The  uadeffigned  perfuade  themfelves  that  the  eiqptaTr:(tiohff 
which  have  been  given  refpeding  them,  if  not  entirely  fatisfac-; 
tory,  have  yet  been  fuch  as  to  prove  the  good  faith  and  upright 
intention  which  never  ceafed  to  dircGt  the  condud  of  the  Unit^ 
States. 

If,  notwithftandtng-  this  good  fahh  and  the  purity  of  thefe  in* 
tentions,  the  diflficuhy  of  their  fituatjon  has  in  any  cafe  pFOduteif 
even  an  involuntary  departure  from  thofe  princicdes'  bywhlbh 
they  profefled  to  be  guided,  they  are  ready  to  conuder  that  caRr, 
and  to  repair  any  fault  which  may  inadvertently  have  been  com* 
wiutdf    With  thefe  difpofitions  on  their  part,  with  thirconfci* 
oufnefa.of  having  never  ceafed  to  merit  the' friendlbip  and  eftedn 
of  the   French  nation,  with  a  convidioii  that  a  temperate  and 
.  thorough  view  of  the  pad  cannot  fail  to  remove  prejudices  not* 
warrantedly  fads,  the  United  States^  have  relied  confidently  on ' 
the  jufticeof  France  for  a  difcontinuaiice  and  reparation  of  thoft^ 
ferious  and 'heavy  injuries  which  have  been  accumulated  on 
tbem. 

Oefirous  of  eftablifliing,  not  the  dependence  of  d  weak  on  a 
powerful  nation,  but  that  real  and  cotdial  friendihip,  the  willing[ 
and-  Ipontaneous  offering  of  generous  minds,  which  can  only  be 
bfting  when  evidenced  tp  be  mutual,  aiid  can  only  be  prefervcd' 
wfacil  bottomed  on  reciprocal  juftice,  thd  undcrfigned  will  novr 
veptefent  with  candout  and  franknefs  the  well-founded  C9fU^ ' 
plaints  with  which  they  are  charged. 

Thefe  complaints  confift— 

Of  claims  uncontroverted  by  the  government  of  France;  but 
which  remain  unfatisfied  ;  and* 

Of  claims  founded  on  captures  and  coniifcations,  the  illeg»^ 
by  of  which  has  not  yet  been  admitted^' 

In  thefirft.clafs  are  arranged-— 

Firftly ,  Thofe  whofe  property  has  been  feixcd  under  the  de« 
CM  of  the  National  Convention  of  the  QtbMay  1793. 

Kk  2  Secondly, 
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•  Secondly,  Thofe  who  are  entitled  to  compenfation  In  confe- 
q^jence  of  the  long  detention  of  their  vfiTulsiat  Bourdcaux  in  the 

years  1793  ^^^  '794» 

.  Thirdly,  The  holders  of  bills  nnd  other  evidences  of  debts  due, 
drawn  by  the  colonial  adminifirations  in  the  Weft  Indies. 

Fourthly,  Thofe  whofe  rar^r-^sh^ve  been  appropriated  to  pub- 
Ik  ufe  without  receiving  theveu>r  aaco»:ate  paymc^nt;  and, 

Fifthly,  Thofe  who  have  fupplirii  ihe  government  under  con- 
tra£ls  with  its  iagents,  whiclk  liave  not  yet  been  complied  with  on 
the  part  of  France. 

:  Tl'.efe  weli-ioundeti  claims  of  American  citizens^  thus  origin-* 
ating  in  vjDJuntary  and  important  fupplies,  in  the  forcible  feizurc 
of  valuable  property,  accompanied  with  pron^ifas  of  payment,  and 
in  injurious  detentions,  conilitute  a  maTs  of  debt  which  the  juftice 
at^d  good  faith  of  the  French  government  cannot  refufc  to  provide 
for,  and  which  is  too  confiderable  to  be  unnoticed  by  that  of  the 
United  States.  The  under (igned  are  inftrufled  to  folicit  your  at- 
tention to  this  fubjc£i,  and  they  would  perfuade  themfelves  that 
they  do  not  folicit  in  vain.  So  many  circumftances  concur  to  give 
force  to  the  application,  that  they  leave  it  to  your  government,  in 
the  confidence  that  no  additional  reprcfentations  can  be  neceflary. 

.  They  pafs  to  complaints  dill  more  important  for  their  amount, 
n^orc  interefting  in  their  nature,  and  more  ferious  in  their  confe* 
quences*  , 

.  On  the  14th  Meflidor,  4th  year  x)f  the  French  republic,  one 
and  indivifible  (July  2d,  1796),  the  Executive  Dire<Sory  decreed, 
^^  That  all  neutral  or  allied  powers  (hall  without  delay  be  notified 
that  the  flag  of  the  French  republic  will  treat  neutral  veflTels,  cither^ 
as  to  confifcation,  as  to  fearches  or  capture,  in  the  fame  manner 
as  they  (hall  fufFer  the  Englifh  to  treat  them."     This  decree,  in 
any  point  of  view  in  which  it  can  be  confidercd,  could  not  fail  tor 
excite  in  the  United  States  the  moft  ferious  attention.    It  difpenfea? 
at  once,  as  they  conceive,  with  the  moll  folemn  obligations  which. 
compa£l  can  create,  and  confequently  aflcrtsa  right  on  the  part  oF 
France  to  recede  at  her  difcretion  from  any  (lipulations  fhe  may 
have  entered  into.  It  has  been  dcmonftrated  that  governments  may 
by  contrad  change,  as  between  themfelves,   the  rules  eftablilfaed 
by  tlie  law  of  nations,  and  that  fuch  contradl  becomes  completely 
obligatory  on  the  parties,  though  it  can  in  no  manner  aflfed  the 
lights  of  others  :  yet  by  this  decree  allies  with  whom  fuch  ftipu- 
lations  exift  are  to  be  treated,  without  regard  to  fuch  (lipulations, 
in  the  fame  manner  as  they  arc  treated  by  others,  who  arc  bound 
by  a  different  rule.     This,  as  it  rcfpeds  the  United  States,  is  the 
more  unfriendly,  bccaufe  a.readinefs  has  been  manifefled  on  their 
part  fo  to  modify  by  confent  their  treaty  with  France,  as  to  rein- 
ilate  the  rules  ellabliflied  by  the  law  of  nations. 
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The  general  terms  too  in  which  this  decree  is  conceived,  thrcajr 
ebed  but  too  certainly  the  mirchiefs  it  has  generated,  and  the 
abufes  which  have  been  pradifed  under  it.  Neutrals  are  to  be  treated  , 
as  they  fhall  permit  the  Englilh  to  treat  them.  No  rule  extraded 
from  the  pradtice  of  England  is  laid  down,  which  might  govern 
the  cniifers  of  France,  6r  inftniA  the  veflcls  of  neutrals.  No 
principles  are  (lated  manifcftmg  the  opinion  entertained  of  the 
treatment  received  from  England,  which  might  enable  a  neutral  to 
controvert  that  opinion,  and  to  Ihow  that  the  Englifh  were  not 

frrmitted  to  treat  its  flag  as  was  fuppofed  by  the  government  of 
ranee.     To  judge  from  the  decree  it felf,  from  any  information 

given  concerning  it,  or  from  the  pradlice  under  it,  thofe  who  were 
to  be  benetited  by  its  abiife  were  to  decide  in  what  manner  it 
ihould  bctxecuted  ;  and  the  cruifer  who  (hould  fall  in  with  a  va- 
luable veffel  had  only  to  confult  his  own  rapacity,  in  order  to  de- 
termine whether  an  Englifh  privateer,  meeting  a  velTel  under 
fimilar  circumllances,  would  capture  and  bring  her  into  port. 
Multiplied  exccfles,  and  accumulated  vexations,  could  not  but 
have  been  apprehended  from  fuch  a  decree ;  and  the  fsL&  hait 
realized  every  fear  that  was  entertained  concerning  it.  It  has 
been  conftrued  even  in, Europe  to  authorize  the  capture  and  con* 
demnation  of  American  veifels  for  the  fmgle  circnmfiance  of  their 
being  deftincd  for  a  Britifh  port.  At  no  period  of  the  war  has 
Britain  undertaken  to  exercife  fuch  a  power.  At  no  period  of  the 
^arhas  fhe  aiTerted  fuch  a  right.  It  is  a  power  which  proftrates 
c'^cry  principU-  of  national  fovcrcignty,  and  to  which  no  nation 
can  lubmit,  without  relinqnifhing  at  the  fame  time  its  bcft  in- 
^frcfts,  and  facrificing  its  dcareft  rights.  The  power  lias  been  * 
^Jtcrcifcd  by  I*  ranee  on  the  rich  and  improtef^cd  commerce  of  an 
^^ly,  on  the  pjcfumption  that  that  ally  was  fuftaining  the  fame  in- 
juries from  Britain,  at  a  time  when  it  is  believed  that  the  depre- 
ciations of  that  nation  ha»l  ccafcd,  and  the  principle  of  eompenfating 
»or  them  had  been  rccoiinilcl. 

In  the  Weft  Indies  (Imilar  depredations  have  been  experienced. 
On  the  lit  of  Aiiguft  1796,  the  fpt-cial  agents  of  the  Executive 
Dirc£torv  to  the  VVmdward  Iflands  decreed,  that  all  veflels  loaded 
^ith  contraband  ftiouid  be  fcizcd  and  confifcated  for  the  benefit  of 
tte  captors. 

On  the  7th  Frimairc,  5th  year  of  the  French  republic,  one 
and  indivifiblc  ;27th  November  1796),  the  commifTion  delegated 
hy  the  French  republic  to  the  Leeward  Iflands  refolved  that  the 
captains  ot  French  national  vclfcls  and  privateers  are  authorized  to 

ffop  and  bring  into  the  ports  of  the  colony  American  velFels  bound 

to  Engiiih  ports,  or  coming  from  the  faid  ports. 
On    the    19th    Pluviofe,    5th    year  of  the   French   republic^ 

one  and  indiviliblc  f February  ift,   1797),  Victor  Hiigucs  and  Le- 

basy  the  fpeciai  agents  ot  the  Executive  Directory  to  the  Wind- 
ward 
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vard  lilandsy  pafTcd  a  decree,  fubjaSing  to  capture  and  confifS^ 
tion  neutral  veiiels  dedined  for  the  Windward  and  Leeward  Iflandt 
of  America  delivered  up  to  thd  Englifh,  and  occupied  and  de- 
fended by  the  eoiigrants.  Thefe  ports  are  faid  to  be  Marttnicoj 
St.  L\]ciey  TobagCy  Dcmcrara,  Berbice,  Elfef^uibo,  Port-au- 
Prince,  St.  Mark's,  TArch^e,  and  Jeremie.  The  decree  alfo 
fubjeds  to  capture  all  vefTcIs  which  have  cleared  out  for  tho  Weft 
IncUcs  generally. 

Ttie  underiigned  will  not  detain  you,  Citizen  Minifter,  for  the 
purpo(«  of  proving  how  diredtly  and  openly  thefe  decrees  violate 
both  the  law  of  nations  and  the  treaty  between  France  and  the 
United  States. 

They  have  been  executed  on  the  officers  and  crews  of  the  cap* 
turcd  vefTcls  in  a  manner  by  no  means  calculated  to^ mitigate  their 
rigour. 

The  decree  of  the   14th  of  Mefllidor  was  foon  followed  by 
another  which  has  fpared  but  little  of  the  American  commerce, 
except  what  has  fortunately  efcaped  the  purfuit  of  the  crullers  of" 
France.      On  the  12th  Ventofe,    5th  year   (id  March  1797)9^ 
the  Excciitive  Diredory,  confidering  the  treaty  of  amky^  coin«^ 
mercc,  and  navigation,  concluded  at  London  the  19th  Novembei^ 
1794,  between  the  laid  United  States  and  £ng)an4y  as  containingH 
conceflions  of  privilege  to  Britain,  which,  under  the  treaty  of  Fe — 
binary  '1778,  might  be  enjoyed  by  this  republic  alfo,  proceeds  U 
iXKxlify  the  treaty  between  France  and  the  United  States,  by 
claring  enemies  goods  in  American  bottoms  liable  to  capCure 
confifcation,  by  enlarging  the  li(t  of  contraband,  and  by  HibjeAia^:. 
to  punilhment  as  a  pirate  any  American  citisen  holdii^  a 
.  mvifioD  given  by  the  enemies  of  France,  as  well  as  every 
of  that  nation,  making  a  part  of  the  crew  of  enemies  (hips* 
decree  next  proceeds  to  exad  from  American  (hips^  papers  whi< 
had  been  made  neceifary  to  edablifh  the  neutrality  of  foreign     ~ 
generally  by  the  ordinance  of  the  26th  of  July  1778,  but  whh 
had  never  been  confidered  as  applying  to  the  Unhed  States,  whi< 
required  papers  their  vefl'els  could  not  be  fuppofed  to  poflefsy  ai 
which  the  treaty  between  the  two  nations  was  fuppofed  to  ha^ — 
rendered  unncceifary. 

The  bafis  taken  hy  the  Executive  Direflory,  on  which  to 
their  moditication  of  the  treaty  of  the  6th  of  rebruary  1778, 
that  by  the  treaty  of  the  19th  of  November  1794».  particular 
vours  in  refpccl  of  commerce  and  navigation  have  been  granted 
England. 

It  has  been  dcmonftrated  that  no  particular  favours  in  refpefi 
commerce  or  navigation  have  been  granted  to  England. 
treaty  has  been  fhuwn  only  to  recognife,  regulate,  and 
the  exercifc  of  the  rights  before  poflefled,  and  before  openly- 
knowledgedto  bcpoireircd — rights  which  FraAce  andAmeric^h^^ 
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Rciprocally  ceded  to  each  other,  without  rtquiring,  asa  conditkM 
of  the  ceffion,  thart  either  Oiould  compel  England  to  form  a  fimilstr 
fiipulation. 

But  to  admit  for  a  moment  that  the  treaty  with  England  might 
be  confidered  as  ftipulating  favours  not  before  pofTefledy  yet  the 
American  government  did  not  fo  underftand  that  treaty,  and  had 
manifefted  a  difpofition  to  modify,  by  c^nmon  content,  its  re- 
lations with  this  republic,  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  reinflate  a 
role  which  has  been  voluntarily  changed.  It  cannot  but  be  (in- 
cerely  regretted,  becaufe  it  feemed  to  indicate  an  unfriendly  tem- 
per, that  France  has  deemed  it  more  eligible  toeftablifh  by  force, 
in  oppodtion  to  her  treaty,  a  principle  which  (he  deemed  con- 
venient, than  to  fix  that  principle  on  the  fair  bads  of  .mutual  and 
amicable  agreement. 

But  the  claufe  under  virhich  thefe  modifications  are  niftified  is  in 
thefe  words:  f*  The  Moft  Chriftian  King  and  the  United  State* 
engage  mutually  not  to  grant  any  particular  favour  to  other  nations, 
in  refped  of  commerce  and  navigation,  w^hich  (hall  not  imme- 
diately become  common  to  the  other  party,  who  (hall  enjoy  the 
fame  favour  freely,  if  the  conccllion  was  freely  made,  or  on  al- 
lowing the  fame  compei}fation,  if  the  conceilion  was  condition al/^ 
If  thefe  ftipulations  unequivocally  amounted  to  the  grant  of  £a- 
¥Ours,  ftill  the  grant  is  not  gratuitous.  The  conce(nons  on  the 
part  of  the  Ufiited  States  arc  made  on  condition  of  fimilar  con* 
cfbflions  on  the  part  of  Britain.  If,  therefore,  France  choofes  to 
oonfider  them  aljmodifications  of  the  treaty  of  T778,  (he  can  otily 
do  it  by  granting  the  reciprocal  condition;  on  this  fuppofition  (Ue 
has  either  of  the  rules  at  her  eledion,  but  (he  cannot  vary  from  the 
firft  without  the  compaA  on  her  part  to  grant  the  reciprocal  (iipu- 
.  lation.     Such  a.compa^  is  in  the  native  of  a  national  treaty. 

But  the  rules  laid  down  in  the  decree  of  the  12th  Ventofe> 
^  year  (Mlarch  2d,  1797],  as  founded  on  the  17th,  i8th,  and 
aift'.articies  of  the  treaty  of  the  19th  of  November  1794,  are  ma- 
terially variant  from  thofe  articles.  To  demonftrate  this  it  is 
only  necelTary  to  contraft  the  rules  of  the  decree  v  ith  the  articles 
of  the  treaty  on  which  thofe  rules  are  faid  to  be  founded. 

J§rticlts  •f  the  Treaiy  of  the  igr/t  November  1794,  os  quoted  by  the 

I)ire/Iory» 

Art.  17.  '*  It  is  agreed  that  in  all  cafes  where  ycPqIs  (hall  be* 
captvred  or  detained  on  juft  fufpicion  of  having  on  board  enemies 
property,  or  of  carrying  to  the  enemy  any  of  the  articles  which  are 
contraband  of  war,  the  faid  vefTels  Ihail  be  brought  to  the  neareft 
or  tnoft  convenient  port ;  and  if  any  property  of  an  enemy  (hould 
he  fbund  on  board  fuch  vcflel,  that  part  only  which  belongs  to  the 
ly  fhall  be  made  prize,  and  the  veflel  (hall  be  at  liberty  to 

proceed 


1; 

ir 
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proceed  with  the  remainder  without  any  impediment.  And  i(  it 
agreed  ttia^  all  proper  meafures  (hall  be  taken  to  prevent  delay  in 
deciding  the  cafes  of  (hips  or  cargoes  fo  brought  for  adjudication; 
and  in  the  payment  or  recovery  ot  dny  indemnification  adjudged  or 
agreed  to  be  paid  to  the  owners  or  niailers  of  fuch  Ihlps." 

Rules  (flablijhcd  by  the  Jnite  of  the  Dlreffofj. 

Rule  I,  "  According  to  the  fcventecnth  article  of  the  treaty  of 
London,  of  the  19th  of  November  1794,  all  mcrchandife  of  the 
enemy,  or  nicrchandifc  not  fufficienily  proved  to  be  neutral,  Wen 
under  the  Aincncan  flag*  fliall  be  contifcated,  biit  the  veflel  on 
board  of  which  it  Ihall  be  found,  fliall  be  rclcafed  and  reilored  to 
the  owner.  It  is  enjoined  on  the  comniilfarics  of  the  Executive 
Dircdlory  to  accelerate  by  all  the  means  in  their  power  the  de- 
cifion  of  contcfts  which  fliall  arife  cither  on  the  validity  of  ihc 
prize-cargo,  or  on  the  freight  and  demurrage." 

According  to  the  article,  when  on  jull  fufpiclon  of  having  on 
hoard  enemies  property,  or  of  carrying  to  the  enemy  contraband 
of  war,  a  vclfel  fliall  be  brought  into  port,  that  part  only  which 
belongs  to  the  enemy  fliall  be  made  prize,  according  to  the  article: 
then. the  faft,  whether  tiie  property  does  or  does  not  belong  to  an 
enemy  is  to  be  fairly  tried.     The  party  who  would  cftablifli  tho 
fa£l  mufl  prove  it.     The  captor  muft  ihow  the  juftice  of  the  fuf- 
picion  on  which  the  caj^ture  or  detention  was  founded*     The  bur- 
den of  the  proof  reils  on  him.     If  in  truth  "and  in  fa£l  the  proip, 
pcrty  does  not  belong  to  an  enemy,  or  is  not  prOipd  to  belong  to 
an  enemy,  it  mufl  be  difcharged.     JBut  the  rule  pm*fues  a  diflferent 
courfe.     The  rule  declares  that  merchandife  of  the  enemy,  or  not 
fufliciently  proved  to  be  neutral,  laden  under  the  American  flag, 
Ihall  be  confifcatcd.     The  burden  of  the  proof  is  fliifted  from  tho 
captor  to  the  captured.     The  queftion  to  be  tried  is  not  folely, 
whether  the  merchandife  be  in  fadl  the  property  of  an  enemy,  but 
alfo  whether  it  be  fufliciently  proved  to  be  neutral.  The  fufficiency 
of  this  proof  is  to  be  afccrtaincd,  not  by  general  and  fatisfa£tory 
tefljiiiony,  not  by  the  great  principle  of  truth  and  the  common 
undcrflanding  of  mankind,  but  by  the  exhibition  of  certain  papers 
dcmandable  at  the  will  of  one  of  the  parties,  and  in  the  poueflion 
of  the  other.     This  may  be  a  regulation  which  France  choofes  to 
cdablifli ;  but  certainly  it  is  a  regulation  elfentially  variant  from 
the  article  it  profelfcs  to  rcfemblc. 

Art.  18.  ^'  In  order  to  regulate  what  is  in  future  to  be  cflcemed 
contraband  of  war,  it  is  agreed  that  under  the  faid  denomination 
ihall  be  comprifed  all  arms  and  implements  ferving  for  the  purpofes 
of  war,  by  land  or  by  fea  ;  a:>  cannon,  muikets,  mortars,  petards, 
bombs,  grenades,  carcufl'cs,  faucifles,  carriages  for  cannon, 
niufl^ct   ttlU,    buiidolier^,    gunpov/dcr,   match^   faltpetre,    bali^ 
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»ikef|  fwordsy  head-pieces,  cuirafles,  balberts,  hnccs,  javeliriSf 
korfe  furniture^  holiters,  belts,  and  generally  all  other  implements 
if  YiZT ;  as  alfo  timber  for  (hip- building,  tar,  or  rofin,  copper 
n  Iheets,  fails,  hemp,  and  cordage,  and  generally  whatever  may 
erve  diredlly  to  the  equipment  of  veiTels,  unwrought  iron  and  fir- 
►lank  only  excepted." 

Rule  2.  **  According  to  the  eighteenth  article  of  the  treaty  of 
i^ondon,  of  the  19th  ot  November  1794,  to  the  articles  declared 
ontraband  by  the  twenty-fourth  article  of  the  treaty  of  the  6th  of 
February  1778,  are  added  the  following  articles  : 

<*  Timber  for  (hip-building,  pitch,  tar,  and  rofin,  copper  in  • 
heets,  fails,  hemp,  and  cordage,  and  every  thing  which  ferves 
Itredly  or  indiredly  for  the  armament  and  equipment  of  veiTels^ 
inwrought  iron  and  fir  planks  excepted.  Thefe  feveral  articles 
ball  bcconfifcated  whenever  they  (hall  be  deAined  or  attempted  to 
>c  carried  to  the  enemy." 

The  immenfe  number  of  articles,  .which  may  fervc  indirt&ly 
or  the  armament  and  equipment  of  vefTels,  are  made  contraband 
py  the  rule  of  the  Diredory,  though  they  are  not  fo  by  the  article 
It  profeires  to  cite. 

Art.  21.  'Mt  is  likewife  agreed  that  the  fubjedsand  citizens  of 

the  two  nations  (hall  not  do  any  sl&s  of  hoftility  or  violence  againft 

^h  other,  nor  accept  commifllons  or  inftrudions  fo  to  a£t  from- 

^y  foreign  prince  or  (late  enemies  to  the  party ;  nor  (hall  the 

Ernies  of  one  of  the  parties  be  permitted  to  invite  or  endeavour 

toinlift  in  their  military  fcrvice  any  of  the  fubjedls  or  citizens  of 

the  other  party  ;  and  the  laws  againft  all  Aich  offences  and  ag- 

greilions  (hall  be  pundually  executed.     And  if  any  fubjedl  orcU 

tizcn  of  the  faid  parties  rcfpcdivcly  fliali  accept  any  foreign  com- 

miilion  or  letters  ot  marine  for  arming  any  velfel  to  a6l  as  a  pri<- 

\2XccT  againtl  the  other  party,  it  is  hereby  declared  to  be  lawful 

for  the  faid  party  to  treat  and  punidi  the  fuid  fubjefl  or  citizen 

[taving  fuch  commiiLon  or  letters  of  marque  as  a  pirate.*' 

Riile  3.  "  According  to  the  twenty-tirft  article  of  the  treaty  of 
London,  of  the  19th  of  November  1794,  every  individual  knowa 
o  be  an  American,  who  (hall  ii>Kl  a  commiflion  given  by  the 
rnemits  of  Prance,  as  well  as  everv  feaman  of  that  nation, 
naking  a  part  of  the  crew  of  enemies  (hips,  ihall  by  that  a&  be 
Icclared  a  pirate,  and  treated  as  fuch,  without  being  allowed  in  any 
:afe  to  a]!c^c  that  he  was  forced  to  do  it  by  violence,  menaces,  or 
rthcrwifc.'' 

The  j^ovcrnmcnt  of  the  United  States  has  ne\'er  formed  a  treaty 
:omprehciidi[ig  an  article  in  any  dcgieefimilartothis  rule.  It  has 
icver  alfcnted  to  fuch  (tipulations  as  they  relate  to  its  own  c  tircns, 
w  required  them  as  they  relate  to  thofc  of  other  powers.  Tbt 
lifFcrence  between  the  article  and  the  rule  requires  no  comment. 
Sor  will  the  rule  be  commented  on.     The  underfigncd  will  only 
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obferve,  that  the  article  is  by  no  means  unconimoni  bui  Is  to  tie 
found  in  mod  treaties  of  amity  and  commerce*  The  twenty-firft 
article  of  the  treaty  with  France^  the  nineteenth  of  the  treaty  with 
the  United  Prorinces,  the  twenty-third  of  the  treaty  with  Sweden, 
and  the  twentieth  article  of  the  treaty  with  Prufliai  contain  fimilar 
ftipulations.  It  is  not  eafy  to  conceive  a  reafon  why  it  fhoiild  not 
alio  be  inferted  in  a  treaty  with  England,  or  why  its  infertion 
ihould  give  offence  to  France. 

But  the  rule  of  the  decree  is  in  its  operation  the  mod  extenfive 
and  the  mod  feriouily  dedrudive.  That  rule  declares^  that, 
**  Conformably  to  the  law  of  the  14th  of  February  1793,  ***^  ^^' 
gulations  of  the  21ft  of  October  1744,  and  of  the  26th  of  July 
1778,  concerning  the  manner  of  proving  the  property  of  neutral 
ihips  and  merchandife,  (hall  be  executed  according  to  their  form 
and  tcnour. 

**  Every  American  (hip  (hall  therefore  be  a  good  prize,  which 
fhall  not  have  on  board  a  lift  of  the  creW  in  proper  form,  fuch  as 
]S  prefcribed  by  the  model  annexed  to  the  treaty  of  the  6th  of  Fe- 
bruary 1778,  the  obfervance  of  which  is  required  by  the  twenty- 
fifth  and  twenty -fevcnth  articles  of  the  fame  treaty.** 

This  rule  requires  that  American  fliips  and  merchandifc,  in 
order  to  |)roVe  the  property  to  be  American,  (hall  exhibit  certain 
papers,  and  efpecially  a  role  d'equipage,  which  are  required  of 
neutrals  generally  by  the  particular  marine  ordinances  of  France, 
recited  in  the  decrees  of  the  Diredory.     I>ut  France  and  America 
have  entered  into  a  folemn  treaty,  one  ohjefl  of  which  was  to  fe- 
cure  the  vcflTels  of  either  party  which  might  be  at  peace,  from  the 
cniifers  of  the  other  which  might  he  engaged  in  war.     To  effeft 
this  objeft  the  contraAing  parties  have  not  referred  each  other  to 
the  particular  (latutes  or  ordinances  of  either  government,  but  have 
enumerated  the  papers  which  (hould  be  deemed  fufficient.     They 
have  done  more  :  they  have  prefcribed  the  very  form  of  the  palf- 
port  which  (bould  elbbii(h  the  neutrality  of  the  veflel,  and  pre* 
vent  her  being  diverted  from  her  courfe.     The  twenty-fifth  and 
twcnty-feventh  articles  of  the  treaty  between  the  two  nations, 
which  are  quoted  by  the  DireAory,  and  are  confidered  by  the  un- 
derfigned  as  conchifive  on  this  fubje^,  are  in  thcfe  wonds: 
•  Art.  25.  **  To  the  end  that  all  manner  of  di(rehrions  andqiiar- 
itls  may  be  avoided  and  prevented  on  rhe  one  fide  and  on  the 
other,  it  is  agrieed|  that  in  cafe  either  of  the  parties  hereto  (hould 
be  engaged  in  war,  the  (hips  and  ve(fels  belonging  to  the  fubjeds 
or  peopli  of  each  feverally  muft  be  furni(hea  with  fea-lettiers  or 
^aflTports,  expreflihg  the  nftme>  property,  and  bull  of  the  ffiSp, 
as  tifo  the  name  ahd  place  of  habitation  of  the  mafter  or  com- 
Aiander  of  the  faid  (hip,  that  it  may  appear  thereby  that  the  faid 
Aip  really  and  truly  belongs  to  the  fubje£is  of  one  of  the  parties; 
vtrhich  paiTport  (hall  be  made  out  and  granted  according  to  the 
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form  annexed  to  this  treaty  ^  and  they  fhall  likewifc;  be  recalled 
every  year,  that  is,  if  the  (hip  happens  to  return  home  in  the  fpace 
of  a  year.  It  is  likewife  agreed  that  fnch  (hips,  being  laden,  are 
to  be  provided  not  only  with  pafTports,  as  above  mentioned,  but 
alfo  with  certificates  containing  the  fcvcral  particulars  of  the  cargo^ 
the  place  whence  the  (hip  failed,  and  whither  (he  is  bound,  that 
foit  may  be  known  whether  any  forbidden  or  contraband  goods  be 
on  board  the  fame  ;  which  certificates  (hall  be  made  out  by  the 
officers  of  the  place  whence  the  (hip  fet  fail,  in  the  accuilomed 
form;  and  if  any  one  (hall  think  it  fit  or  advifable  to  exprefs  in 
the  faid  certificates  the  perfon  to  whom  the  goods  on  board  belong, 
he  may  freely  do  fo." 

Art.  27.  "  If  the  (hips  of  the  faid  fubjefls,  people  or  inha- 
bitants of  either  of  the  parties,  (hall  be  met  with  either  failing 
along  the  coafts,  or  on  the  high  feas,  by  any  (liip  of  war  of  the 
other,  or  by  any  privateers,  the  faid  (hips  of  war  or  privateers,  for 
the  avoiding  of  any  diforder,  (hall  remain  out  of  cannon  (hot,  and 
may  fend  their  boats  aboard  the  merchant  (hip,  which  they  (hall 
fo  meet  with,  and  may  enter  her  to  the  number  of  two  or  three 
men  only,  to  whom  the  inaflcr  or  commander  of  fuch  (hip  or 
vdTel  (hall  exhibit  his  palfport,  concerning  the  property  of  the 
(hip,  made  out  according  to  the  form  infcrted  in  this  prcfent  treaty; 
and  the  (hip,  when  (he  (hall  have  (howed  fuch  palTport,  (hall  he 
free  and  at  liberty  topnrfue  her  voyage,  fo  as  it  (hall  not  he  law- 
ful to  moleft  or  fearch  her  in  any  manner,  or  to  give  her  chafe,  or 
force  her  to  quit  her  intended  courfe/' 

It  will  be  admitted  that  the  two  nations  pofTefs  the  power  of 
.  agreeing  that  any  paper,  in  any  form,  (ball  be  the  fole  document 
ikmandable  by  either  from  the  other,  to  prove  the  property  of  a 
rel{e!  or  cargo.  It  will  alfo  be  admitted,  that  an  agreement  fo 
made  becomes  the  law  of  the  parties,  which  muft  retain  its 
obligation. 

Examine  then  the  words  of  thecompadt,  and  determine  by 'fair 
ca'jArudion  what  will  fatisfy  them. 

The  twenty-fifth  article  (iates  fubdantially  the  contents  of  9 
paper,  which  is  termed  a  fea-letter  or  paifport,  and  which  *'  it  is 
agreed  that  in  cafe  cither  of  the  parties  (hould  be  engaged  in  war, 
..the  (hips  and  vellcls  belonging  to  the  fubjeds  or  people  of  the  other 
ally  mud  be  furnilhed  with."  To  what  purpofe  are  they  to  be 
furnifbed  with  this  fea-letter  or  pafTport  ?  The  article  anfwers, 
"  To  the  end  that  all  manner  of  dilfenfions  and  quarrels  may  l^e 
^^voided  and  prevented,  on  the  one  iideand  the  other.''  *^  That  it 
jp»iy  appear  thereby  that  the  (Iiip  really  and  truly  belongs  to  the 
^yubjefts  of  one  of  the  parties." 

fiut  how  will  the  paifport  "  prevent  and  avoid  all  forts  of  dif- 
fenfions  and  quarrels  on  one  (ide  or  the  other,"  if  ordinances,  both 
finot  and  fubfequent  to  the  treaty,  are  to  be  upderftood  as  con- 
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trolling  it,  and  as  requiring  other  papers  not  contemplated  in  trie 
public  agreement  of  the  two  nations  ?  How  is  it  to  appear  from 
the  paflport,  that  the  fliip  really  and  truly  belongs  to  the  fubjecls 
of  one  of  the  parties,  if  it  is  denied  that  the  palTport  is  evidence 
of  that  faft,  and  contended  that  other  papers,  not  alluded  to  in 
the  treaty,  Ihall  be  adduced  to  prove  it? 

But  the  27ih  article  is  dill  more  explicit.     It  declares  that 
when  a  merchant  fliip  of  one  of  the  parties  (hall  be  vifited  by  the 
Ihips  of  war  or  privateers  of  the  other,  *'  the  commander  of  fuch 
fhip  or  velTcl  fhall  exhibit  his  pailport  concerning  the  property  ot 
the  (hip,  made  out  according  to  the  form  inferted  in  the  prcfcnt 
treaty ;  and  the  (hip,  when  (he  (lull  have  (ho wed  fuch  palTport, 
{hall  be  free  and  at  liberty  to  purfue  her  voyage,  fo  as  it  (hall  not 
be  lawful  to  mole(t  or  fcarch  her  in  any  manner,  or  to  give  chafe, 
or  force  her  to  quit  her  intended  courfe.**     What  is  it  that  (hall 
prove  the  property  of  the  vc(rel  ?     The  treaty  anfwers,  The  pafl"- 
port.     But  the  decree  of  the  Direftorv  requires  in  addition  cer- 
tain  other  papers,   perfectly  diftinft   frotn  the   pa(rport.     The 
treaty  declares,  that  *«  the  (hip,  when  flie  (hall  have  (howed  (not 
the  role  tTequipage  or  any  other  paper  required  by  the  particular 
ordonnanccs  of  either  nation,"  but)  "  fuch  pa(rport,  (hall  be  free 
and  at  liberty  to  purfue  her  voyage,  fo  as  it  (hall  not  te  lawful  to 
moleft  or  fearch  her  in  any  manner,  or  to  give  her  chafe,  or  force 
her  to  quit  her  intended  courfe."     Yet  the  ve(rels  of  America, 
after  exhibiting  "  fuch  palfport,*'  arc  not  '«  free  and  at  liberty  to 
purfue  their  voyage;"  they  are  **  molcftcdi"  they  are  "  chafed;" 
they  are  "  forced  to  quit  their  intended  courfe  i"  they  arc  "  cap- 
tured and  confifcatcd  as  hoftile  property." 

It  is  alleged  that  the  form  of  the  palTport,  which  is  annexed 
to  the  treaty,  manifefts  that  certain  afts  were  to  be  performed  by 
the  perfon  to  whom  the  paflport  is  delivered,  and  that  fuch  pcr- 
fon  ought  to  prove  the  performance  of  tliofc  aSs, 

But  the  treaty,  far  from  requiring  fuch  proof,  abfolutely  dif- 
pcnfes  with  it.  The  treaty  declares  that  the  palTport  (hall  itfelf 
evidence  the  property  of  t^.e  veiTel,  and  fecure  it  from  molptU* 
tion  of  any  fort.  By  confent  of  the  parties  then  the  palTport  is 
evidence  of  all  that  cither  party  can  require  from  the  other. 
Neither  the  right  to  give  fuch  confent,  nor  the  obligation  of  % 
compadl  formed  upon  it,  can,  as  is  conceived,  ever  be  denicdy 
nor  can  the  form  of  the  palTport,  whatever  it  may  be,  change  the 
compact. 

But  let  the  words  of  the  model  be  examined.  They  are,  "  A 
tous  ceux  qui  ces  prefentes  vcrront :  Soit  notoire  quefaculte  et  permiffim 
a  iti  ac  cor  die  a  mail  re  gu  commandant  du  navtn  offktL 

de  la  ville  de  de  la  capaciii  de  ton 

rteaux  ou  envirouy  fe  trouvant  prefentement  le  port  de 
QjJaprh  que  Jon  navire  a  etc  vi/ite  ct  avantfon  depart^  il  fntermfit 
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meni  tntn  les  mains  des  officlers  de  la  marine^  que  U  dit  ttavire  appOT'* 

tient  a  un  ou  plujieurs  fujets  de  dont  Va&e  Jera  mts  a  la 

fin  des prefentes \  de  mime  quit  gardera  les  ordonnances  et  reglemeni 

mari/imesy  et  remettra  une  lijle  figme  et  confirmee  par  tcmoms,  conte* 

nant  les  npms  et  JumoniSy  les  lieux  de  naijfaucey  et  la  demeure  des  per^ 

fonnes  campofant  V equipage  de  Jon  navire^  et  de  tous  ceux  qui  embar^ 

querent  J  lejquels  s'il  nc  recevra  pas  a  bovdjans  connoiJJ'ance  et  permijficn 

des  officiers  de  marine ;  et  dans  chaque  port  ou  havre  il  montrera  la 

prejente  permijfion  aux  officiers  et  juges  de  marim." 

It  is  material  to  oblervc,  that  the  model  requires  the  oath  con* 
cerning  the  property  of  the  veflel  to  be  annexed  to  the  paflTport^ 
but  does  not  require  any  other  certificate,  or  the  annexation  of  anv 
paper  whatever.  Why  this  difference?  It  is  a  folcmn  proof  of 
that  for  which  the  article  Itipulatcs,  and  therefore  the  model 
cxprctfes  that  the  evidence  of  this  faft  (hall  be  annexed ;  but  it 
does  not  require  the  proJuSion  of  the  evidence  of  any  other  faft. 
It  feems  then  to  be  dcmonftrated  that  the  fea-letter  or  pafTport, 
a  model  of  which  is  annexed  to  the  treaty,  is  by  folemn  agree- 
ment to  be  received  by  each  party  as  conclufive  teftimony,  that 
the  veflel  producing  fuch  palfport  is  the  property  of  a  citizen  of 
the  other,  and  is  confequently  to  continue  her  voyage  without 
molcftation  or  hindrance. 

But  let  it  be  fuppofcd  that  the  treaty  on  this  fubje6l  was  lefs 
conclufive,  and  that  its  f^ipulations  had  been  ambiguoufly  ex- 
prefled;  yet  it  is  certain  that  it  has  been  uniformly  underftood  by 
both  parties  as  the  underfigned  have  expounded  it;  and  that  nei- 
ther France  nor  the  United  States,  previous  to  the  decree  com- 
plained of,  confidcred  the  veflels  of  either  nation,  producing 
the  palTport  agreed  on^  as  liable  to  capture  for  want  of  a  role 
J^ equipage. 

For  more  than  four  years  after  her  treaty  wiih  the  United 
States,  France  was  engaged  in  a  war  with  Britain ;  and  in  the 
courfe  of  that  time  it  was  never  fuggefted  that  a  role  d'equipage 
was  ncceflary  for  the  prote£lion  of  an  American  veifcl.  It  does 
not  weaken  the  argument,  that  the  United  States  were  alfo  parties 
b  to  the  war.  The  principle  aflumed  is,  that,  without  the  produc- 
['  tion  of  the  papers  required  by  the  decree,  the  veflfel  does  not  ap- 
k  pear  to  be,  and  cannot  be  confidered  as  American  property.  If 
this  principle  be  corred,  it  would  not  ceafe  to  apply  becaufe  the 
(  United  States  were  engaged  in  the  war.  Was  America  evca 
engaged  in  the  war  on  the  part  of  France,  a  Britifh  veifel  carry- 
ing American  colours  would  not  be  fecured  by  the  flag  (he  bore. 
It  would  be  ncceflary  to  prove  by  her  papers,  or  other  and  admif- 
^.  fible  tedinnony,  that  the  veflel  was  American  property.  If  this 
^.  bSi  cannot  appear  without  a  role  d' equipage  while  the  United 
States  are  at  peace,  neither  could  it  appear  without  the  fame  evi« 
:.  dcixce  if  the  United  States  were  parties  in  the  wan 

About 


About  four  years  of  the  prefent  war  had  alfo  elapfed  bcfoiHi 
this  conftrudion  of  the  treaty,  at  the  fame  time  Co  wonderful  skom^ 
fo  ruinous,  h^d  di&Iofecl  itfelf.  In  the  courfe  of  that  time  th  ^ 
ports  of  France  were  filled  with  the  vcilVIs  of  the  United  State^^ 
Very  many  of  tliem  failed  under  contratSts  made  for  the  goi'ern:^- 
ment  itfelf  by  its  miniiler  in  Philadelphia.  No  one  of  the^^ 
poflbU'ed  a  rsU  d'equifxigi  \  no  one  of  ihem  was  confidcrcd  on  tl] 
account  as  being  liable  to  condemnaiinn.  Indeed,  in  {omt  *-  ^ 
ftances,  veflcls  have  been  captured  and  jdifchargcd  alihough  <!"":= 
paper  was  not  among  thofe  bclo)ig,ing  to  the  ihip» 

Such  a  long  courfe  of  practice  appears  to  have  evidenced  ui^  e 
qui  vocally  the  fenfc  of  France  on  this  fu  bjcct. 

It  is  too  apparent  to  be  <|ueitii)ned  for  a  moment^  that  on  ^Iie 
part  of  the  United  Stales  no  fufpicion  had  ever  been  cntertairicj 
that  fuch  a  paper  ci^uld  have  been  required.     A  r§le  d*4quiffj^f 
could  have  been  obtained  vvith  as  mTich  facility  as  that  paflporr 
foj*  which  the  treaty  Itipulates.     Could  it  have  been   imagined 
that  American  vefiTcIs  incurred  ihe  poiiible  hazard  of  being  xt* 
tardcd  only  one  day  in  a  voyage  for  want  of  fnch  paper,  it  would - 
in  c^^ix'j  inliance  liave  been   fupplicd.      No  veifel   would  have 
failed  without  it. 

Your  own  mind,  Citizen  Miniiler,  will  fuggcft  to  yon,  with 
irrefiitible  force,  the  extreme  hardHiip  of  thus  putting  a  new  con- 
ilru6lion  on  a  long-exiding  contra^,  or  of  giving  a  new  and 
unexpeded  extenfion  to  ancient  municipal  regulations,  and  of 
condemning  thereby  vellcls  taken  on  the  high  feas  for  want  of  a 
paper  not  known  to  be  required  when  they  failed  out  of  port. 
If  a  role  d  equipage  was  really  confidered  by  France  as  nccciTary 
evidence  of  any  fact,  the  cflablilhmciit  of  which  was  deemed 
cUbntial,  common  ufage  and  thofe  plain  principles  of  juflice  v\  hich 
all  nations  fliould  refpcct^  indifpcnfably  require  that  the  regula- 
tion fhould  be  firft  made  known  to  a  neutral  .and  friendly  nation 
■by  other  means  than  by  the  ccpture  and  confifcation  of  its  pro- 
perty* It  this  meulure  had  been  announced  to  the  government  gf 
the  United  States  before  it  had  been  put  in  pradice,  and  Ame- 
rican vefTcIs  had  failed  without  a  r^ile  d'equlpagirj  they  would  have 
taken  upon  themfclvcs  the  hazard  of  fuch  a  procedure.  But  in  a 
moment  when  the  ocean  is  covered  with  peaceful  merchantmen, 
purfuing  a  juft  and  lawful  commerce,  to  bring  into  fudden  opera* 
tion  a  meafure  which  ha<I  never  before  been  applied  to  them» 
wiiich  had  for  fo  many  years  ilept  unheard  of,  and  by  the  force  of 
this  regulation,  to  conhfcate  unguarded  property  which  iMd  bcQii 
truded  to  the  feas  under  the  faith  of  folumn  and  exilling  treaties* 
and  without  a  conjcdure  that  this,  more  than  any  other  formulai 
v^ould  have  been  required,  is  to  impiifc  on  unuHVuding  indivi- 
duals a  ruin  from  which  no  wife  precautions,  no  human  foreflghty 
could  poflibly  have  protected  tticm. 

On 
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■  On  this  fubjcS  then  thtf  undcrfigned  appeal  with  confidence  to 
le  judicc  and  equity  of  the  French  government. 

But  couki  it  be  concetfcd  for  a  moment  that  the  Executive 
Hft&tiTY  might  rightfully  modify  the  treaty  of  France  with  the 
*iiited  States,  by  that  of  the  United  States  with  Britain ;  an<f 
light  rightfully  require  a  ro/e  d'equipof^e  in  order  to  eAslblifh  this 
eutrality  of  a  velfcl,  for  %vant  of  winch  the  veffel  might  be  con- 
fcattd^  yet  the  cargo  being  proved  to  be  neutral  ought  to  ba 
ife. 

According  to  the  law  of  nations,  the  goods  of  an  enemy  foilnd 
t)  board  tli^'  (hip  of  a  frictid  are  liable  to  capture,  andthegoodf 
»f  a  friend  found  on  board  the  ftiip  of  an  enemy  arc  fafe.  The 
Jnited  States  and  France  have  confented  to  change  this  rtile  ad 
Jctween  themfelves.  They  have  agreed,  that  the  goods  of  %ii 
tnemy  fotmd  on  board  the  velfels  of  cither  party  fliall  be  fafe, 
and  that  the  goods  of  either  foiind  on  board  the  velfel  of  an  enemjf 
Ibill  be  liable  (o  captnre.  The  one  part  of  this  rule  is  in  confe-'' 
<piencc  of,  and  drpendi-nt  on  the  other.  The  one  part  cannot  on 
any  principle  of  juftice  be  abandoned  while  the  other  is  main-' 
<iincd: 

In  their  treaty  wiih  England  the  United  States  retain  on^ 
(hinged  the  principle  of  the  law  of  nations.  If  France  modl^ 
ties  her  treaty  in  this  refpcA  by  that  of  England,  flie  ought  U% 
take  the  principle  entire.  If,  in  conformity  to  the  treaty  be' 
tiwcn  the  United  States  and  England,  France  claims  the  right  cpf 
taking  enemies  property  found  on  board  an  American  (hip,  thcn^ 
ill  conformity  with  their  treaty  alfo,  France  ought  to  fparc  Ame- 
rican pn>perty  found  on  board  an  enemy's  fill  p.  If,  therefore, 
his  exiraord:nar\  pofition  could  bj  maintaineil,  that  an  Americart 
hip  withuut  a  rzie  (fcquipa^e  bLLcmcs  the  (hip  of  an  enemy,  ftill 
he  cargo  being  proved  to  be  the  property  of  a  friend,  ought,  on 
he  principle  vi  modifying  the  treaty  between  the  two  nations  by 
hat  with  England,  to  have  been  reftored  to  the  owners. 

The  refiilt  of  thefe  regulations  has  been  the  molt  extenfi\'e  anil 
niverfal  devadntion  of  the  American  commerce.  Not  only  vef* 
t\s  bound  to  an<l  from  the  enemies  of  France,  but  velfels  bound 
9  and  from  her  allies,  and  to  and  from  her  own  ports,  have 
^n  feized  and  confifcatcd. 

The  inentable  confcquencc  has  been,  that  dired  commerce 
etMeen  the  two  nations  is  almoft  annihilated,  and  that  the  pro- 
-erty  of  American  citixens  has  been  taken  to  a  much  larger 
aimim  than  would  have  been  poftlble  in  a  Hate  of  a£lual  war. 

Yet  the  gevimment  of  the  United  States,  wi thing,  if  it  be 
•offible,  to  avnid  even  dcfenfive  meafurcs,  has  fought  afltduonfly 
nd  unremittingly,  though  hitherto  without  fucccfs,  f<ir  fuch 
;ful  and  amicable  explanations  as  might  do  away  cxilUng 
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inimofitieSy  and  reftore  between  the  two  republics  that 
which  it  fo  truly  defires. 

America  has  accuftomed  herfelf  to  perceive  in  France 
ally  and  the  friend.     Confulting  the  feelings  of  her  owr 
jQie  has  believed  that  between  republics  an  elevated  an< 
fiiendih^p  could  exift^  and  that  free   nations  were  ca 
maintaining  for  each  other  a  real  and  permanent  affcd 
this  pleafing  theory,  erefted  with  fo  much  care,  and  \'\c\ 
fo  much  delight,  has  been  impaired  by  experience,  yet 
coDrinues  to  be  cherrihed  that  this  circuin (lance  does  n 
farily  involve  the  oppofite  extreme.     It  is  believed  i\ 
exiils  no  fufficient  caufe  for  folid  and  permanent  enmity 
France  and  the  United  States ;  but  that,  on  the  contrar) 
terefts  of  both  would  be  promoted  by  that  friendly  int 
which  a  reciprocal  obfervance  of  the  great  and  immutabl 
pies  of  juftice  would  certainly  eftablifli,  and  can  alone 
Under  this  impreffion  America  refiils'the  opinion,  that  th 
ftate  of  things  has  grown  out  of  a  digefted  fyllcm  to  whic 
deffgns  to  adhere.     She  wi'fhes  and  die  endeavours  to 
herfelf  that  temporary  caufes,  which  too  often  produce 
found  and  juft  policy  mud  reprobate,  connected  with  a 
firu£lion  of  the  condudt  of  her  government,  as  well  r 
motives  on  which  it  has  aded,  may  have  occafioncd  tli 
ferious  aggreflions  of  which  (he  complains.     She  recede 
fore,  even  linder  the  prcfTure  of  thefe  aggref&ons,  (lowly 
difficulty  from  the  attachments  (he  has  formed.     So  int 
with  every  ligament  of  her  heart  have  been  the  cords  of 
which  bound  her  to  France,  that  only  repeated  and  c 
acls  of  hoflility  can  tear  them  afunder. 

The  government  of  the  United  States,  therefore,  (lill 
the  means  of  terminating  peacefully,  and  in  a  manni 
ought  to  be  mutually  fatisfa£tory,  the  calamities  of  the 
and  of  averting  the  ilill  greater  calamities  which  may  be 
for  the  futuie.  Not  even  the  dlfcouraging  and  unufu 
which  had  preceded  the  prefent  effort  to  negotiate,  co 
that  government  from  repeating  its  endeavours  for  the  pre 
of  amity  and  peace.  Three  citizens  of  the  United  St: 
been  deputed  as  envoys  extraordinary  and  miniflers  ph 
tiary  to  the  French  republic.  l*heir  inftrudions  auth( 
diredl  them  to  review  the  ex i fling  treaties  between  the 
tions,  and  to  remove,  by  all  proper  means,  the  inequaliti 
have  grown  out  of  the  itipulations  of  thofe  treaties,  i 
quence  of  the  refufal  of  England  to  adopt  the  principles  t 
tain.  They  are  alfo  directed  to  give  fair  and  complete 
tions  of  the  condud  of  the  government  they  reprefent ; 
fully  and  truly  the  heavy  injuries  which  their  fellow-citis 

fi 
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fuftained  ;  and  to  aflc  from  the  equity  of  a  great  and  magnanimous 
fcpublic,  that  compenfation  for  thofe  injuries  which  we  flatter 
(mrfelves  their  judice  wiil  not  refufe^  and  their  liberal  policy  will 
Hoc  hefitate  to  give. 

Bringing  with  them  tlie  temper  of  their  government  and  coun* 
try,  fearching  only  for  the  means  of  effecting  the  objects  of  their 
miflion,  they  have  permitted  no  pcrfonal  confiderations  to  in* 
thence  their  conduft,  but  have  waited  under  circumftanccs  be- 
Jond  meafure  embarraffing  and  unplcafant,  with  that  refpedl 
which  the  American  government  has  fo  uniformly  paid  to  that  of 
France,  for  permiflion  to  lay  before  you,  Citizen  Minifter,  thofe 
important  communications  with  which  they  have  been  charged. 

Perceiving  no  probability  of    being  allowed  to  enter  in  the 
ufual  forms,  on  thofe  difcuflions  which  might  tend  to  reftore  har- 
mony between  the  two  republics,    they  have  deemed  it    moft 
advifable,  even  under  the  circumftanccs  of  informality  which  at- 
tend the  meafure,  to  addrefs  to  your  government,  through  you, 
this  candid  review  of  the  conduft,  and  this  true  reprefentation  of 
thefcntiments  and  wiflies,  of  the  government  of  the  United  States; 
They  jfray  that  it  may  be  received  in  the  temper  with  which  it  is 
Written,  and  confidered  as  an  additional  effort,  growing  out  of  t 
'  Afpofition  common  to  the  government  and  people  of  America,  to 
,  cultivate  and  reftore,  if  it  be  poffible,  harmony  between  the  two 
I  ^publics.     If,  Citizen  Minilter,  there  remains  a  hope  that  thef<i 
I  Miiable  objefls  can  be  efFefted  by  any  means  which  the  United 
\  fates  have  authorized,  the  uriderfigned  will  ftill  refpedfully  at- 
r  tend  the  dcvelopement  of  thofe  means. 

f     If,  on  the  contrary,  no  fuch  hope  remains,  they  have  only  to 

I  pny  that  their  return  to  their  own  country  may  be  facilitated, 

i  W  they  will  leave  France  with  the  moft  deep-felt  regret,  that 

tfcithet  the  real  and  fincere  friendfliip  which  the  government  of 

Ae  United  States  has  fo  uniformly  and  unequivocally  difplayed 

fcrthis  great  republic,  nor  its  continued  efforts  to  dcmonftrate  the 

pWity  of  its  conduft  and  intentions,  can  protcft  its  citizens,  or 

t  prcferve  them  from  the  calamities  which  they  have  fought  by  ajuft 

*hI  upright  conduft  to  avert. 
^    The  underfigncd  pray  you.  Citizen  Minifter,  to  accept  thtfaf-^ 
fciinces  of  their  perfedt  refpeft  and  confidcration.. 

tarit^  January  l^Jth^   ^798,  in  the  22^ 
Tear  of  American  Indtpendcnce. 


Vol.  VII.  M  m  Tranjlaiti 
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Tranjlated  Extras  from  the  Bulletin  des  Lois,  No.  178,  p. 
^Parisy  andcnclofed  with  the  ^adrupiicate  of  the  Envoys 
No.  VI. 

Liw  relative  to  VefTcIs  laden  with  Englifli  MerchandiH 
^      29th  Nivofe,  ^th  Year  (18th  Jan.  1796). 

THE  Council  of  Ancients  adopting  the  reafons  for  th 
jTation  of  urgency,  which  precede  the  refoUition  hereinaft 
tainedi  approves  the  zA  of  urgency. 

[Here  follow^  the  tenour  of  the  declaration  of  urgency,  ai 
refolution  of  the  22d  Nivofe  (nth  Jan.  1798).] 

The  Council  of  Five  Hundred,  after  having  heard  th< 
of  a  fpecial  committee  upon  the  meflage  of  the  Exccutiv< 
tory  of  the  15th  Nivofe  (4th  January)  relative  to  Engli 
chandife  ; 

.Confidering  that  the  intered  of  the  republic  demands  1 
prompt  meafures  againft  all  veiTels  which  may  be  loaded  th 
declares  that  there  is  urgency. 

The  Council,  after  having  declared  the  urgency,  rej 
follows : 

Art.  I.  The  charaScr  of  veflfels  relative  to  their  qu 
neuter  or  enemy,  fhall  be  determined  by  their  cargo  ;  ii 
quencq,  every  vefTel  found  at  fea,  loaded  in  whole  or  in  p 
merchandife  the  produflion  of  England  or  of  her  polTeflioi 
be  declared  good  prize,  whoever  the  owner  of  thefe  goods 
chandife  may  be. 

Art.  2.  Every  foreign  veflcl  which  in  the  courfc  of  hci 
fhall  h^ve  entered  into  an  Englifh  port,  fhall  not  be  admi 
a  port  of  the  French  republic,  except  in  cafe  of  nece 
which  cafe  (he  (hall  be  bound  to  depart  from  the  faid  port  a: 
the  caufes  of  her  entry  fhall  have  ceafed. 

Art.  3.  The  prefcnt  refolution  fhall  be  printed. 

(SigncdJ         BouLAY  (of  la  Meurthe),  P 

GuiLLEMARDET,  1  c 

RoEMERS,  'jSccrcta. 

After  a  fccond  reading,  the  Council  of  Ancients  appi 
above  refohition.  The  29th  of  Nivofe,  fixth  year  of  th< 
republic  (i8th  Jan.  1798). 

(Signed)         Marragon,  Prefident. 

Et.  Lavlux  KauffmakO 
Menuau,  ISec 

Meric,  J 

The  Executive  DireSory  orders,  that  the  above  law 
printed,  executed,  and  that  it  (hall  be  icaled  with  tbe  fea 
^public* 
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Done  at  the  National  Palace  of  the  Executive  Diredory,  the 
a9th  Nivofe,  fixth  year  of  the  French  republic,  one  and- 
indivifible  ( i  ith  Jan.  1798). 
For  a  true  copy.  (Signed)         P.  Barras^  Prefident. 

By  the  Executive  Directory, 

The  Secretary-general,  Lagards. 
And  fealed  with  the  feal  of  the  republic. 


Mejfage  of  the  Prefident  to  Congrefs^  $n  the  ^tb  June  1 798. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and  Gentlemen  of  the 
Houfe  of  Reprefentativesy 

NOW  tranfmit  to  both  Houfes   the  communications   from 
our  envoys  at  Paris,  received  iince  the  lad,  which  have  been 
prefcnted  by  me  to  Congrefs. 
Uniud  States^  ^th  June  i']i)9»  JOHN  AoAlffS. 


I 


Dear  Sir,  Paris,  March  gthy  1798. 

AGREEABLY  to  what  we  reprefented  to  you  in  our  No.  VI. 
we  prepared  a  letter  to  the  minifter  of  foreign  affairs,  on  the  fub- 
jed  of  the  late  law,  authorizing  the  capture  of  neutral  veiTels,  on 
Wd  of  which  any  produdions  of  Great  Britain,  or'  its  pof- 
fefEonSy  (hould  be  laden,  (howing  how  incompatible  fuch  law 
was  with  the  rights  of  neutral  nations,  and  the  treaty  between 
France  and  America,  its  direft  tendency  to  deftroy  the  remaining 
commerce  of  our  country,  and  the  particular  hardlhips  to  which 
it  would  fubjcdl  the  agricultural  as  well  as  commercial  intereds  of 
our  countrymen,  from  the  peculiar  fituation  of  the  United  States. 
We  added,  that  under  exiding  circumftances  we  could  no  longer 
tcCIl  the  convidlion  that  the  demands  of  France  rendered  it  en- 
tirely impra£ticablc  to  effedt  the  objefts  of  our  million,  and  that 
w>t  being  permanent  minifters,  but  envoys  extraordinary,  with 
*uil  powers  for  particular  purpofes,  we  deemed  it  improper  to 
'^ain  longer  in  PVance  after  the  impoiribility  of  cfFefting  ihofe 
purpofes  had  been  demonftrated.  Before  however  we  took  this 
i^furc,  and  explicitly  demanded  our  paflports,  we  deemed  it  ex- 
pwlicnt  to  dcTirc  Major  Rutledge  to  call  on  M.  Talleyrand,  on  the 
J9*hult.  to  know  if  he  had  any  communication  to  make  to  us  in 
confcqucnce  of  our  letter  dated  the  17th,  and  delivered  the  31ft 
^^  January.  To  this  M.  Talleyrand  replied,  that  he  had  no  an-« 
fwcr  to  make,  as  the  Directory  had  not  taken  any  order  on  tho 
fubjccl,  and,  when  they  did,  he  would  inform  us  of  it.  Siill  be- 
ing anxious  to  hear  explicitly  trom  M.  Talleyrand  himfclf,  before 
wcfcnt  our  final  letter,  whether  there  were  no  means  within  our 
povfCT  of  accommodating  our  differences  with  France  on  jud  and 
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reafonable  grounds,  v/e  wrote  to  him  on  the  27th  of  Febniarjrf 
Ibliciting  a  perfonal  interview  on  xht  fubje£l  of  our  miffion  \  he 
appointed  the  2d  of  March  following.  You  will  find  in  the  ex- 
hibit A9  herewith  enclofed,  what  pafTed  on  that  occafion.  On  the 
4th  inltant  we  requeued  another  interview  :  we  have  detailed  in 
the  latter  part  of  tlie  fame  exhibrt,  for  your  information,  the  fub- 
(lance  of  that  converfation. 

From  thefc  accounts  you  may  obferve,  that  the  views  of  France, 
with  regard  to  us,  are  not  elFentially  changed  fince  our  communi- 
cations with  its  unofficial  agents  in  Odobcrlaft. 

Wc  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  great  refpedl. 
Your  moft  obedient  humble  fervants, 

Charles  Cotesworth  Pincknst: 
J.  Marshall. 
£.  Gerry. 
.  Colonel  Pickering,  Secretary  of  the  United  States. 


(A.)  March  the  %i. 

AT  three  o'clock  we  waited  on  M;  Talleyrand,  and  were  ai- 
med immediately  introduced  to  him.      General  Pinckney  com-> 
mcnccd  the  converfation,    by  faying,  that  our  government  anA 
ourfclves  were  extremely  anxious  to  remove  the  fubftfling  difference 
between  the  two  republics  \  that  we  had  received  many  propofi-* 
tions  throu^fh  M.  Y.  to  which  we  had  found  it  impraAicable  t^ 
arccdc  ;  and  that  wc  had  now  waited  on  him  for  the  purpofe  oC 
inqiiirin!^  whether  other  means  might  not  be  devifed  which  wouM 
eifcA  fo  deflrable  an  objed  :    the  minifter  replied,  that  without 
doubt  the  Directory  wifhed  very  fmcerely,  on  our  arrival,  tofc 
:i  foliil  fricndlhip  edablifhed  between  France  and    the 
States,  ami  had  manifcfted  this  difpofition,  by  the  readinefs  wttlt 
which   orders  for  onr  paflTports  were  given  :  that  the  DireAor^ 
had  becii  extremely  wounded  by  the  laft  fpeech  of  General  Wafb- 
ington  ma<le  to  Congrefs,  when  about  to  quit  the  office  of  Pre£&* 
dent  of  the  United  States  \  and  by  the  firftand  laff  fpeech  of  AC^- 
Adams:    that  explanations  of  thefe  fpeeches  were  expeAed  aO<l 
required  of  us.     General  Pinckney  expreifed  his  furprife  that  tl*^ 
fpccch  of  CVcneral  Wafliington  was  complained  of,  andfaidtt^^^ 
was  a  new  complaint.     M.  Talleyrand  merely  obferved,  that  tt>0 
Dire^flory  was  wounded  at  it,  and  proceeded.     He  faid  that  tl^^ 
original  favourable  difuofition  of  the  Direftory  had  been  a  fP'^^ 
deal  altered  by  the  coldnefs  and  di (lance  which  we  had  obferve <^  ' 
thai  inltcad  of  feeing  him  often,  and  endeavouring  to  remove  tl^^ 
ohftaclos  to  a  mutual  approach,  we  had  not  once  waited  on  hi^*** 
General  Pinckney  obferved,  that  when  we  delivered  him  our  l^^" 
tcrs  c»l   crcJcncc,  he  informed  us  that  the  Direftory  in  a  few  dj^y  * 
WfMjId  decide  concerning  us,  and  that  when  the  deciiion  was  m< 
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he  would  commiiRicite  it  to  us  :   that  this  had  for  fomc  time  AiH- 

pendcd  ary  procedure  on  our  part.    He  anf^ered,  that  this  related 

only  to  our  public  charader,  and  not  to  private  vifits.     General 

Pinckney  Tiid^  that  on  an  application  made  by  his  fecretary  for  a 

palfport  for  an  American  imdcr  his  care,  he  was  told  that  he  onuft 

apply  to  ihe  office  of  police,  for  that  America  ha^  no  miniller  in 

trance  fincc  the  recall  of  Mr.  Monroe.     The  miniHcr  faid,  that 

vas  very  true  ;  and  then  proceeded  to  fay,  that  the  DircAory  felt 

iifelf  U'ounded  by  the  ditfcrent  fpeeches  of  Mr.  Waihington  and 

Mr.  Adams,  which  he  had  llated,  and  would  require  fome  proofs 

on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  of  a.  friendly  difpolition,  previous 

to  2  treaty  with  us.     He  then  faid  that  ihe  ought  to  fearch  for  and 

propofe  fome  means  which  might  furnifh  this  proof;  that  if  we 

wcrcdifpofcd  to  furniHi  it,  there  could  be  no  diihculty  in  finding 

it ;  and  he  alluded  very  intelligibly  to  a  loan.     He  faid  he  had  fe- 

vcral  conferences    with  Mr.  Gerry  on  this  fubjefl,     who  had 

alwaytk  anfwered  th.*:  we  had  no  power.     Mr.  Gerry  faid  he  had 

fiarcd  other  objeclions  ;  that  he  had  particularly  urged  that  it  would 

involve  us  in  a  war  with  Great  Britain.     He  made  no  reply  :  and 

General  Pinckney  obferved,  that  a  loan  had  been  fuggeded  to  us; 

but  that  we  had  uniformly  anfwered,  that  it  exceeded  our  powers* 

M,  Talleyrand  replied,  that  perfons  at  fuch  a  diflance  as  we 
were  from  our  government,  and  polFelfed  as  we  were  of  the  public 
contidtnce,    muil  often  ufe   their  difcretion,    and  exceed   their 
powers  for  the  pi:blic  ^'ood  :  that  there  was  a  material  difference 
between  acUn^  where  initnirtinns  were  Client,  and  doing  what  was 
piiriiculaily  lorhidden  :   that  if  indeed  a  loan  was  pofitively  for- 
bttidcn,  we  mii^ht  conrider  oiirfclves  as  incapable  of  making  one; 
but  it,  as  he  fiippofcd  was  the  cafe  {he  looked  the  queflion),  our 
inrtriictions  wcie  nniy  Islcnt,  that  it  mufl  be  referred  to  us  to  ad 
in  3  Life  ni>t  pr^ivided  tor,  according  to  the  bell  of  our  judgment, 
foriht  public  gornl  ;  that  in  almoll  all  the  treaties  made  during 
'^e  rtvtjliiiion,    the  negotiator!)  had  exceeded   ihcir  powers,    aU 
though  ihi:  government   appointing  them  was  at  nt»  confiderable 
<^ittancc.     He  particularized  the  treatv  with   Pruifia,  and  feveral 
''thcrs.     Genera]  Pinckucv  i(»id  him  that  our  powers  did  not  ex- 
tend to  a  loan,  an(i  peiliaps  might  forbid  it.     The  miniHer  iiill 
"'^^fd  the  dirfercnrc    between   an  exprcfs  prohibition   and  mere 
''Icnce.      He  then  proceeded  to  it  ate,  that  tiie  prmcipal  c)bje<ilion 
**'^  t};:;  part  of  our  government  to  a  loan  mu(l  be,  that  it  would 
"/"aw  us  o:i!  of  the  neutriil  iiiuution  in  which  we  wiihed  to  con- 
*^i.'-  :     t\vd\  thi  fe   were  varit)us  means,  thus  ;  firfl,  the  fccrecy 
'^^    France,   whiLh    miuht    be  relied  on  ;    and  fecondlv,  meiits  of 
^' lijniiuig  the   loan    nuL'lit    br  dtvifed,    which   wouKl  effectually 
**''evcrit    us   btinir  contidL-rel  as  an    aid  during  tl-e   prefentwar: 
^Jt  if  we  wtre  tr»;lv  and  iinctrelv  definnis  of  cfiecting  ihe  thij>jy, 
^  c  ihouid  experience  no  dilHculty  in  finding  the  means.     He 
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again  dated  a  propofition  of  this  fort  on  our  part,  as  betni 
lutely  necefTary  to  prove  that  the  government  was  net  ab 
fcring  into  a  treaty  with  pcrfons  of  a.  temper  hoflile  to  it 
Gerry  not  well  hearing  M.  Talleyrand,  who  fpoke  low 
hiai  to  explain  himfclf  with  refped  to  the  provifion  which 
alluded  to,  fuppofmg  it  to  be  a  new  one  ;  and  he  anfwere 
one  of  them  was  fecrecy  ;  but  that  there  were  beiides  varioi 
which  might  eafily  be  fuggefted  to  cover  the  loan  as  an  imr 
one,  by  limiting  the  time  of  advancing  it  to  diftant  inflal 
Mr.  Gerry  obferved,  ihat  Dutrimond  had  fuggefted  that 
was  propofcd  to  be  made  payable  after  the  war,  and  in  fup 
St.  Domingo.  M.  Talleyrand  fignified,  that  that  might  be 
the  means  ufcd,  and  faid  that  if  we  were  only  iincere  in  ou 
it  would  be  cafy  to  bring  about  the  jend. 

General  Marfliall  told  M.  Talleyrand,  that  if  the  mini 
the  United  States  had  manifefted  any  unwillingnefs  to  t 
proper  means  to  reconcile  the  two  republic*,  or  any  indif 
OR  the  fubje<£t,  they  had  very  badly  reprefented  the  feel  in; 
wifhcs  of  their  government ;  that  the  government  of  the 
States  was  moft  fmcerely  defirous  of  prcferving  the  friend 
France,  and  had,  in  his  opinion,  unequivocally  manifefti 
dcfire,  by  having  deputed  us  under  the  extraordinary  circur 
attending  our  miflion,  and  by  having  fo  long  patiently  bo 
immenfe  lofs  of  property  which  had  been  fuftained ;  that 
endeavoured,  according  to  the  beft  of  our  judgment,  to  re 
truly  the  difpofition  of  our  government ;  but  that  we  und 
that  (Vance  would  confider  nothing  as  an  evidence  of  frie 
but  an  Sid  that  would  tranfcend  and  violate  our  powers,  anc 
fame  time  operate  the  moft  ferious  injury  to  our  country 
neutrality,  in  the  prefent  war,  was  of  the  laft  importance 
United  States,  and  they  had  refolved  faithfully  to  maint: 
that  they  had  committed  no  a£t,  voluntarily,  which  was  a 
of  it,  and  could  do  nothing  in  fecret,  which,  if  known,  woul 
arrange  them  among  the  belligerent  powers  ;  that  in  the 
itatc  of  things,  if  America  was  aSually  leagued  with  Fr: 
the  war,  flie  would  only  be  required  to  furnifli  money  ;  t] 
bad  neither  lliips  of  war  or  men  to  be  employed  in  it,  and 
confequently,  as  a  belligerent  power,  only  be  aiked  for  n 
that  therefore  to  furnilh  money  was  in  fa6t  to  make  war, 
we  could  by  no  means  confent  to  do,  and  which  would  abi 
^tranfcend  our  powers,  being  an  z&.  altogether  without  th 
and  contemplation  of  our  government  when  our  million  ^ 
cided  on  :  that  with  refpe6l  to  fupplies  to  St.  Domingo,  m 
could  be  entertained  that  our  merchants  would  furniih  the 
abundantly,  if  France  would  permit  the  commerce  ;  and 
xeally  payable  after  the  clofe  of  the  war,  might  then  be 
tiaxed.    M.  Talleyrand  again  marked  the  diftindion  b 
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r  inftrudions  and  an  exprefs  prohibition^  and  again  in<* 
ihe  neceflity  of  our  proving,  by  fome  means  which  .we 
er,  our  friencKhip  for  rhe  republic.  He  faid  he  muft 
>m  us,  on  the  part  of  his  government,  fome  pfopofitioii 
brt ;  that  to  prove  our  friendlhip  there  muil  be  fome  im- 
lid,  or  fomcthing  which  might  avail  them  ;  that  the  prin- 
'  reciprocity  would  require  it.  Genernl  Pinckney  and 
Marfhall  underftood  him,  by  thisexpreilion,  to  allude  to 
formerly  made  by  France  to  the  United  Stages.  Mr. 
the  time  thought  he  alluded  to  the  treaty  to  be  made^  and 
reaties  Ihouid  be  founded  in  reciprocity,  and  then  afked 
ithcr  a  loan  was  the  ultimatum  of  this  government.  M. 
nd  did  not  give  a  dired  anfwqrtothe  qucflion  :  he  faid,  ps 
nder flood,  that  the  government  infiitcd  on  fome  a£l  which 
!mon{Uatc  our  friendly  difpolition  towards,  and  our  good 
>r  the  republic  :  this  once  done,  he  faid,  the  adjuAment 
laints  would  be  eafy  ;  that  would  be  matter  of  inquiry  ; 
ranee  had  done  us  wrong,  it  would  be  repaired  :  but  tliat 
as  refufcd,  it  would  incrcafe  the  diflance  and  coldncfs  be- 
le  two  republics.  The  converfation  continued  in  this 
il  four  o'clock,  when  we  took  our  leave,  and  agreed  to 
the  evening.  In  the  courfe  of  it,  and  in  reply  to  fome 
ons  of  M.  l^alleyrand,  refpe£ling  the  proofs  of  friendflitp 
by  France,  General  Pinckney  obferved,  that  our  being 
i  a  mark  of  the  friendly  difpofit  ion  of  our  government; 
while  we  were  here,  the  government  had  palled  a  decree 
ig  neutral  vcfllls  having  on  board  any  article  coming  out  of 
,  which  in  its  operation  would  fubject  to  capture  all  our 
on  the  ocean.  M.  'I'alleyrand  replied,  that  this  was  not 
rtous,  but  was  common  to  all  the  neutral- powers.  At 
time,  in  anfwcr  to  his  demand  of  fome  mark  of  our  friend- 
;neral  Marlliall  obferved,  that  wc  confidcred  the  mutual 
of  the  two  nations  as  requiring  peace  and  frienddiip,  and 
I  on  finding  fuilicient  motives  in  the  interelt  of  France  to 
that  friendlhip,  without  forcini:  us  to  an  aft  which  tran- 
onr  powers,  and  would  be  fo  nijiiiious  to  our  country* 
fVTc  tukin:<  our  leave,  M.  Tallev rand  again  noticed  our 
ng  him,  and  faid,  that  he  conceivevi  our  not  having  had 
nee  from  tlie  l>ireclory,  oui^ht  n-jt  to  have  prevented 'it  • 
Marlliali  tuld  liini,  that  our  feeing  the  Directory,  or  not, 
ibject  ot  no  concern  to  us;  that  we  were  perfectly  indif- 
ith  rcc^ard  to  it,  but  that  we  conceived  that  until  our 
haraot* T  was  in  fome  degree  recognifed,  and  we  were 
s  the  miniiK'rs  and  reprefentatives  of  our  government,  we 
t  lake  upon  ourfilvcs  to  act  asminiiters,  becaufe  by  doing 
light  liibject  ('iJifelvcs  to  fome  injurious  circumdanccs  to 
c  could  nui  fubniit.     He  faid  that  was  very  truc^  but  we 
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tnigTit  fee  him  a?  private  indiyiduals,  and  difcufs  the  objeA  of  di 
fcrcnce  between  iis. 

Wc  requeued  of  M.  Talleyrand  another  interview,  at  fuch  houi 
as  might  be  convenient  to  him,  on  the  fixth  inilant.  He  an- 
fwercd,  that  he  would  receive  us  at  half  pait  eleven^  at  which 
hour  wc  attended  liim. 

Immediately  after  our  arrival  at  his  office,  we  were  introduced 
to  the  minill'jr  ;  and  General  Pinckney  Hated,  thai  wc  had  conli- 
dcrcd,  with  the  moll  ferioiis  attention,  the  converfation  we  had 
the  honour  of  holding  with  him,  a  few  days  paft :  that  the  propo- 
Ixtions  he  had  fuggeficd,  appeared  to  us  to  be  fubftantially  the  fame 
with  ihofc  which  had  been  made  by  M.  X.  by  M.  Y.  and  alfolo 
Mr.  Gerry,  with  an  intcn;ion  that  they  Ihould  be  communicated 
to  his  coUciigiies :  that  we  conridcrcd  it  as  a  propofition  that  the 
United  States  (hould  furnifh  aid  to  France,  to  be  ufed  during  the 
prefeni  war :  that  though  it  was  unufual  (o  difclofe  inftniclions, 
yet  wc  woald  declare  to  him,  that  in  addition  to  its  being  a  mta- 
furc  amounting  to  a  declaration  of  war  againit  Great  Britain,  we 
were  exprefsly  forbidden  by  our  inflrncVions  to  take  fuch  a  ftep, 

"J'lie  minilter  faid,  in  the  tone  of  queUion,  he  fuppofed  ourin- 
llruclions  were  tod6  nothing  which  would  amount  to  a  departure 
Jrom  our  ncutralily.  General  Pinckney  faid,  that  wc  were  ft 
inllru^^cd,  and  that  they  were  ft  ill  more  particular.  M.  Talley- 
rand then  proceeded  to  argue,  that  it  would  be  no  departure  from 
neutrality,  to  flipulate  a  loan  payable  after  the  war,  and  fpokeol 
it  cleaily  as  admitting  of  application  to  immediate  ufc.  He  fail 
a  tiood  deal  of  the  fccrccy  with  which  the  tranfaflion  might  bi 
clothed  ;  and  obfervcd  further,  that  a  loan  payable  after  the  war, 
would  be  a  proof  of  our  faithful  obfervancc  of  the  duties  of  nc» 
trality,  fince  it  wotild  be  conlidercd  as  proving  that  we  had  rejefl« 
propofttions  for  an  immediate  loan.  General  Marlhall  replied; 
that  we  thought  differently  ;  that  in  our  opinion,  any  a£l  on  thi 
part  of  the  American  government,  on  which  one  of  the  belligerert 
powers  could  raife  money  for  immediate  ufe,  would  be  furniihiiif 
aid  to  that  power,  and  would  be  taking  paft  in  the  war.  It 
would  be,  in  fad,  to  take  the  only  part  which,  in  the  cxifting 
ttate  of  things,  America  could  take.  This  was  our  deliberate 
opinion,  and  in  addition  to  it,  we  confidcred  our  inilrudions  aa 
conclulive  on  this  point. 

He  obfcrved,  thiit  we  had  claims  on  the  French  government 
for  property  taken  from  American  citizens.  Some  of  thofe  claims 
were  probably  julK  He  afkcd,  if  they  were  acknowledged  by 
))>ance^  whether  wc  could  not  give  a  credit  as  to  the  payment,  fay 
for  two  years. — V/o  anfivcred,  that  wc  could.  He  then  inflfic<l 
that  it  was  prccifcly  the  fam.e  thing;  that  by  fuch  an  afli»* 
iliould  con  fen  t  to  leiivc  in  the  hands  of  France,  funds  to  which 
•IK  citiz;cns  were  entitled,  and  which  might  be  ufcd  in  the  profc 
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Anion  of  the  wat.  General  Pinckney  faid  there  was  a  difFerehcd 
tawcen  the  cafes  ;  that  fuch  prizes  were  now  aftuaily  in  the  " 
power  of  the  Frcnch>  without  our  confent ;  we  could  not  prevent 
it,  or  get  them  out  ;  but  the  granting  pr  not  granting  a  loan  was 
in  our  power.  He  repeated  his  obfervation  ;  and  General  Mars. 
ihallfaid,  that  the  property  for  which  mon':y  was  due  to  American 
citizens  from  the  French  government,  was  taken  into  the  pof- 
feffion  of  that  government  without  any  co-operation  on  the  part  of 
the  United  States. 

No  aft  of  any  fort  was  performed  by  our  government,  which  ia 
any  degree  contributed  to  place  thofc  funds  in  the  hands  of  France,, 
nor  was  there  any  confent  towards  it ;  but  in  the  cafe  propofed^ 
the  aft  would  be  the  aft  of  the  government :  the  government  could 
itfclf  place  funds  in  the  hands  of  France,  and  thereby  furnifh 
means  which  might  be  employed  in  the  profecuiion  of  the  war. 
This  was  the  difUnftion  between  the  cafes ;  and  in  a  qUedion  of 
neutrality  it  appeared  to  us  to  be  all  important.  The  minifter 
then  proceeded  to  ftate  the  cafe  of  our  affuming  the  debt  of  our 
citizens,  and  of  paying  the  money  in  that  manner  ;  but  General 
Pinckney  and  Mr.  Gerry  told  him  we  were  pofitively  forbidden  to 
affume  the  debt  to  our  own  citizens,  even  if  we  were  to  pay  the 
nioney  di reft ly  to  them.  He  fccmed  furprifed  at  this.  General 
Pinckney  obferved,  that,  contrary  to  ufage,  we  had  deeipcd  it 
proper,  in  the  cxifling  (tate  of  things,  to  ftate  candidly  our 
powers  to  him,  that  he  might  know  certainly  that  we  could  not 
fccrctly,  or  under  any  difguife  whatever,  make  a  loan  which 
Blight  be  ufcd  during  the  war. 

M.  Talleyrand  faid,  he  muft  refume  his  pofition,  that  there 
ins  a  difference  which  he  muft  infift   lipon,    between  a  loan 

Bable  immediately  and  a  Joan  payable  in  future  ;  and  he  ftill 
(led  there  was  no  difference  between  a  loan  payable  in  future 
■nd  a  credit  for  the  money  which  might  be  due  to  .our  citizens. 
Mr.  Gerry  obferved,  that  his  colleagues  had  juftlyftated  the  dif- 
Hn&ion  between  the  debt  which  will  be  due  to  the  citizens  of  the 
United  States  from  France,  in  cafe  of  her  rccognifing  the  claims 
which  we  fliall  make  in  their  behalf,  and  a  debt  which  might  arife 
fawn  a  loan  by  the  government  of  the  United  States  to  that  of 
Fnmce,  during  the  war.  The  one  is  the  refult  of  an  arreft  of 
4eir  property,  without  their  confent ;  the  other  would  be  a  volnn- 
^  aft  of  the  United  States,  and  a  breach  of  their  neutrality* 
Tfcrc  is  an  additional  objeftion  to  the  latter  ;  if  the  United  States 
fcould  make  fuch  a  loan,  it  would  give  too  much  reafon  to  fup- 
jfMsthat  their  government  had  confented,  in  a  collufive  manner, 
fcthc  capture  of  the  velTels  of  their  citizens,  and  had  thus  been 
■nifliing  France  with  fupplies  to  carry  on  the  war.  Our  in- 
VuAiohs  are  exprcfs,  not  to  ftipulate  for  any  aids  to  France,  ei- 
«r  direftly  or  indireftly,  during  the  war* 
Vol.  VII.  Nn  With 
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With  rtiptO,  to  a  fecret  ftipulatioDv  k  loan  cannot  be  tnaJi 
vrxthout  an  ad  of  the  legiilature  :  but  if  the  executive  were  adc 
quate  to  it,  we  have  had  an  inftance  of  an  injunAion  of  feciec/ 
on  the  members  of  the  Senate,  on  an  important  fubje£),  which 
cue  of  the  members  thought  himfelf  warranted  .in  publifliingia 
the  newfpaper ;  and  of  frequent  inftances  of  fecrets  which  have 
Otherwife  efcaped:  fecrecy,  in  this  inftance,  might  therefore  be 
confidered^  if  the  meafure  was  in  itfelf  admiflible,  as  being  in- 
f  ra6licabte»     General  Marfhall  obferved,  that  we  had  confidcred 
the  fubje£l  with  great  foUcLtudc,  and  were  decidedly  of  opinion, 
that  we  could  not,  under  any  form,  make  a  loan  which  coutd  be 
iifed  during  the  war ;  that  we  could  not  tell  what  our  government 
^ould  do,  if  on  the  fpot ;  but  were  perfedly  clear,  that,  without 
additional  orders,  we  could  not  do  what  France  requcfted.    Mr. 
Gerry  obferved,  that  the  government  and  nation  of  the  United 
States,  as  well  as  ourfelves,  were  earneftly  folicitous  to  reftore 
friendfhip  between  the  two  republics  ;  that,  as  General  Marfhall 
had  ftated,  we  could  not  fay  what  our  government  would  do,  if 
on  the  fpot ;  but  if  this  propofltion  met  the  wiOies  of  the  govern- 
ment of  France,  General  Marfhall  and  himfelf  had  agreed  imme- 
diately  to  embark  for  the   United  States,  and   lay  before  our 
government  the  exifling  ftate  of  things  here,  as  it  refpeded  our 
nation,  to  enable  them  to  determine  whether  any,  and  what  other 
Hicafures  on  their  part  were  necelFary.     M.  Talleyrand  made  do 
obfcrvations  on  this  proportion ;  but  inquired  whether  we  ex- 
pedted  foon  to  receive  orders.     Mr.  Gerry  mentioned  an  anfwer 
he  had  received  to  a  letter  fent  by  him  in  November ;  and  Gene- 
ral Marlhall  Rated,  that  our  hrft  difpatches  were  fent  on  board 
two  veflcis  at  Amfterdam,    on  the  20th  of  November ;    from 
which  M.  Talleyrand  could  form  as  juft  an  idea  as  wc  could, 
when  an  anfwer  might  be  expecled  :  but  he  did  not  think  it  pro* 
bable  one  would  arrive  before  a  month  to  come.     General  Mar* 
fhall  told  him,  we  knew  that  our  government  had  not  received 
our  difpatches  on  the  8th  of  January ;  and  we  could  not  tell  whea 
they  might  be  received.    He  alked  whether  our  intelligence  come 
through  England.     General  Mai(ha!l  anfwered,  that  ft  did  not; 
and  General  Pinckney  faici,  that  American  papers  as  late  as  the 
8th  of  January  mentioned  the  fsiSt. 

There  was  foir.e  i^onverfatiou  about  the  time  when  thcfc  in- 
ftrufiions  might  be  cxpefled ;  and  General  Marfhall  fuggefied  a 
doubt  whether  our  government  might  give  any  infiruflions.  H^ 
afked,  \^ith  fome  furprife,  whether  we  had  not  written  for  in- 
ftrudions?  And  we  anfwered,  that  we  had  not:  and  Mr*  Gerr| 
faid  that  we  had  flated  fads  to  our  government,  and  conceived 
that  nothing  more  was  ncceiTary.  General  Pinckney  obfervedj 
that  the  government  knowing  the  fadts  would  do  what  was  pro- 
per ;  and  that  our  applying  or  not  applying  for  infirudUons  wouU 
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not  alter  th^ir  condud.  M,  Talleyrand  then  inquired  whetlief 
we  had  not  fent  any  one  to  the  United  States.  General  Pinckney 
faid,  No :  and  Mr.  Gerry  added,  that  Toon  after  our  arrival  we  had 
made  propofitions  to  fend  one  of  our  number,  which  were  not 
accepted.  And  General  Marihall  further  added,  that  thofe  who 
lad  communicateti  with  us,  had  told  us  we  (hould  be  ordered  out 
of  France  immediately;  and  we  had  fuppofed  that  we  (hould  be 
ordered  (Hit  before  our  letters  could  reach  the  government.  Mr. 
Gerry  then  obferved,  that  the  government  of  France  mud  judge* 
for  itfejf ;  but  that  it  appeared  to  him,  that  a  treaty  on  liberal 
principles,  fuch  as  thofe  on  which  the  treaty  of  commerce  be- 
tween the  two  nations  was  firdeftablinied,  would  be  infinitely  raorc 
adrantageous  to  France  than  the  trifling  advantages  (he  could 
derive  from  a  loan.  Such  a  treaty  would  produce  a  friend(hip 
and  attachment,  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  to  France,  . 
which  would  be  foltd  and  permanent,  and  produce  benefits  far 
fiiperior  to  thofe  of  a  loan,  if  we  had  powers  to  make  it.  To 
this  obfervation  M.  Talleyrand  made  no  reply.  We  parted  with- 
otit  any  fentiment  delivered  by  the  minifter  on  the  (ubjcCt  of  our 
going  home  to  confult  our  government. 

As  we  were  taking  our  leave  of  M.  Talleyrand,  we  told  hiqi 
thftt  two  of  us  would  return  immediatelvt  to  receire  the  inftnic- 
tions  of  our  government,  if  that  would  be  agreeable  to  the  Direc- 
tory; if  it  was  not,  we  would  Wait  (bme  tiaie,  in  the  expeda* 
tioii  of  receiving  infirudlions. 


^ttir  from  the  French  Afinifter  of  Foreign  Affair i  to  the  Americam 

Comm'tJporurSn 

Paris  J  aS/A  Venufey  i>lh  Year  (\%ih  March  ^^^^)• 

I^HE  lendcrfigncd  minifter  of  the  French  republic  for  foreign 
affairs  has  laid  bcf(»re  the  Executive  DireQory  the  memorial 
^hich  he  has  received  from  the  commifTioners  and  envoys  cxtraor- 
*nary  of  the  United  States  of  America,  dated  the  28th  of  Nivofc 
iill — The  DireSoiy,  dcfirous  of  convincing  the  United  States  of 
'lie  real  difpofittons  with  which  it  is  animated  in  regard  to  them, 
his  directed  the  underii^jncd  to  communicate  to  the  commiilioners 
and  envoys  extraordinary  the  following  obfcrvations : 

The  firft  thing  with  which  the  mind  is  nccvfTarily  ftriick  in  the 

memorial  of  the  commiffioners  and  envoys  extraordinary  is  the 

method  which  they  have  thought  proper  to  purfuc  in  the  ftatc- 

ment  of  the  points  that  are  in  controv'erfy  between  tluj  two  Hates. 

The   Executive  Directory,  animated  with  the  moft  conciliatory 

dirpofiti(jn<^,  imprtirid  with  a  fenfc  of  the  imerclts  that  oii;^ht  to 

4f^^  the  tv\o  nations  towards  each  other,  and  eager  to  concur  in 

ik  *A'e!l'known  wiili  of  the  people  of  both  countries  to  muintatu 
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a  perfect  intimacy  between  them,  had  reafon  to  expefi  that  the 
envoys  would  have  come  forward  with  fimilar  difpofitions  on  the 
part  of  their  government^  with  minds  aduated  with  the  fame 
views,  and  imprefTed  with  the  fame  wiihes.     How  great,  after 
fuch  an  expedation,  mud  have  been  the  furprifc  of  the  £xecu-  . 
live  Diredory,  when  the  ifnderflgn^d  communicated  to  them  ju^ 
memorial,  in  which  the  commiflioners  and  envoys  extraordinary;^ 
Teverfing  the  known  order  of  fads,  have  fludioufly  pafled  over^ 
as  it  were,  in  filcnce,  the  jult  motives  of  complaint  of  the  Frcnctr 
government^  and  difguifed  the  real  caufe  of  the  mifundcrflandin 
V  hich  is  prolonging  iifclf  between  the  two  republics,  fo  that 
fhould  appear  from  that  partial  and  in'corre£l  ftatement,  that  tl^  ^ 
French  republic  has  no  real  grievances  to  complain  of,  nojo^Xi 
Tpparations  to  require,  while  the  United  States  fhould  alone  haw"  c 
a  right  to  complain,  alone  be  entitled  to  demand  fatisfa£lion ? 

The  motives  which  have  induced  the  preference  given  to  tim  is 
xpode  of  proceeding  have  not  efcaped  the  Diredlory.  Aduat^d 
by  a  proper  fenfc  of  the  dignity  or  the  republic^  whofe  interefls 
it  is  entruded  with,  and  wiihing  eventually  to  guard  againd  tbe 
views  that  might  have  pointed  out  fuch  a  conduct,  it  has  given  it 
in  charge  to  the  underfigntd  to  difpel  thofe  dclufive  appearances^ 
which  indeed  mud  vaniih  before  a  candid  datement  of  fa&s,  and 
as  foon  as  the  real  intentions  of  the  Diredlory  fliall  have  been. 
folemnly  made  to  appear  in  oppofition  to  thofe  views  which  could 
only  be  unjudly  attributed  to  them  by  taking  advantage  of  their 
filence. 

It  is  an  incontedable  truth,  which  is  entirely  kept  out  of  vic^^ 
in  the  memorial  of  the  commiflioners  and  envoys  extraordinary^ 
that  France  is  entitled  to  a  priority  of  complaints  and  grievances  ^ 
that  ihofe  complaints  and  grievances  were  real  as  well  as  nxxvoc^^ 
rous  long  before  the  United  States  had  the  lead  foundation  fo^ 
either,  and  confequcntly  before  any  of  the  fads  which  the  envoys 
have  fo  elaborately  and  minutely  difcufled  had  taken  place. 

It  is  a  no  Icfs  incontedable  truths  that  all  the  grievances  exhi« 
bited  by  the  commillioners  and  envoys  extraordinary,  with  fome 
exceptions,  which  the  underfigned  was  ready  to  difcufs,  are  a 
nccellary  confequencc  of  the  meafures  which^the  prior  condufl  of 
the  United  States  had  rendered  judicable  on  the  part  of  the 
French  republic,  and  which  her  treaties  with  the  laid  United 
States  authorized  in  certain  cafes,  which  it  depended  upon  the 
general  government  of  the  union  to  bring  or  not  into  exidence. 

It  is  foreign  to  my  purpofe  to  enumerate  the  complaints  which 
the  French  government  had  reafon  to  make  againd  the  federal 
government  iince  the  commencement  of  the  war  excited  againd' 
the  French  republic  by  a  power  jealous  of  its  profperity  and  of  its 
regeneration,  I'hoft:  deiails  are  contained  in  the  numerous  ofE- 
ci^i  communications  made  at  Philadelphia  by  the  minifters  of  the 
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epiiWic  ;  they  have  been  recapitulated  by  the  predecciTor  of  the 
mderfigncd^  in  a  note  dated  19th  Ventoft',  4th  year,  addrelFed  to 
he  miniftcr  plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  at  Paris,  and 
particularly  detailed  in  the  official  note  of  Citizen  Adet,  dated  at 
Philadelphia,  25th  Brnmairc,  5th  year.  Complaint  was  made 
in  the  above  note  of  the  non-execution  of  the  only  claiyfes  of  the 
Wtics  concluded  in  1778,  in  which  France  had  ftipulated  fome 
advantages  in  return  for  the  efforts  which  (lie  had  engaged  to 
make  for  the  common  utility,  and  of  infults  which  had  beea 
offered  to  the  dignity  of  the  French  republic.      ' 

In  h{\y  from  the  commencement  of  the  war,  the  American 
tribunals  claimed  the  ri<^,ht  of  taking  cognifance  of  the  validity  of 
prizes  carried  by  French  cruifcrs  into  the  ports  of  the  United 
States.  It  rcfulied  from  this  prcteniion,  contrary  to  the  letter  of 
the  treaty  of  commerce  of  1778,  tl^at  the  property  of  the  citizens 
of  the  republic  was  unjuftly  detained;  that  the  French  were 
entirely  difcouraged  from  cruifing  in  the  American  feas  againft 
in  enemy  who  was  reviving  the  mo(t  barbarous  laws  of  that 
mode  of  warfare,  in  order  to  infult  and  annihilate  the  AmericaQ 
commerce  even  before  the  eyes  of  the  feder.-il  government. 

Nor  was  that  government  fatisfied  with  favouring  the  enemiet 
of  the  French  republic  in  a  point  of  Co  much  importance,  "a 
point,  indeed,  out  of  which  fome  abufes  might  have  arifien,  but 
which  the  French  government  ihowed  itfelf  difpofed  to  prevent; 
ihcy  went  fo  far  as  to  grant  to  the  fhips  of  the  enemy,  contrary 
to  the  plain  letter  of  the  above-mentioned  treaty,  an  afylum  in 
the  ports  of  the  United  States  after  having  captured  property  or 
itiTcIs  belonging  to  French  citizens.  Soon  after,  a  national 
floop  of  war,  at  anchor  in  the  port  of  Philadelphia,  was  feized« 
ud  her  commander  arreted  by  order  of  the  government.  la 
Hkc  manner  the  perfon  of  the  ex-governor  of  Ouadaloupe  was 
irrefted  by  proccfs  from  the  American  tribunals,  to  anfwer  a 
complaint  founded  upon  faifls  relative  to  his  adminiftration  ;.  and 
die  Executive  Directory  were  obliged  to  threaten  making  ufc  of 
leprifals  before  that  atlair  could  take  the  courfe  which  was  af- 
igoed  to  it  by  the  law  of  nations.  During  the  whole  fpace  of 
time  of  >Ahich  a  review  has  juft  now  been  taken,  the  French 
0>Ternment  endeavoured  in  vain  to  determine  the  government  of  . 
Ifce  United  States  to  procure  lo  the  agents  of  the  French  republic 
ilie  legal  means  of  carrying  into  execution  the  articles  of  the  con- 
Slar  convention  of  17-88,  which  granted  privileges  to  our  com- 
Berce  and  navigation,  the  principle  of  which  was  eilahlidied  by 
1^ treaties  of  1778;  and  nothing  could  be  obtained  in  this  re- 
lied, but  iruitlefs  references  to  the  tribunals.  In  general  all 
tMters  which,  with  a  truly  conciliatory  difpofition,  n)ight  have 

tn  fettled  in  the  way  of  negotiation,  were  habitually  referred  to 
judicial  authorities!  who^  whetlK^r  they  were  or  not  under  a 
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fccret  mflnence,  did  in  the  end,  cithN*  deprive  the  republic  o 
rights  founded  upon  treatiesi  or  modified  the  exercife  thereof^  a 
fuiied  the  fyllcm  adopted  by  the  Executive. 

Such  was  the  true  Oate  of  things  in  the  month  of  Auguft.1795 
irhen  the  ratification  of  a  treaty  of  amity,  commerce,  and  navi 
gation,  figncd  at  London  in  November  preceding,  between  thi 
United  States  and  Great  Britain,  filled  the  meafure  pf  the  griev 
ances  of  the  republic. 

What  had  been  till  that  period  the  condufl  of  the  French  govern 
ment  towards  the  United  States?  The  underfigned,  in  order  t 
contraft  h  with  that  of  the  federal  government,  needs  only  reca 
to  mind  certain  fafls,  which  furely  cannot  have  been  forgotten. 

Engaged  in  Europe  by  the  mod  prelling  concerns,  the  republi 
had  not  direded  her  attention  to  the  United  States  unlefs  it  was  t 
give  them  fre(h  proofs  of  the  moft  fincere  attachment  and  friend 
ihip  ;  (he  left  it  to  her  agents  amicably  to  difcufs  with  the  fcde 
ral  government,  the  controverfies,  a  (ketch  of  which  has  juft  now 
been  givep,  and  which,  if  they  had  been  met  on  both  fides  with  a 
real  fpirit  of  conciliation,  could  not  have  altered,  to  the  prefent 
degree,  the  good  underftaiiding  of  the  parties.  Scarcely  was  tlw 
republic  condituted  when  (lie  fent  a  mintfter  to  Philadelphia, 
whofe  6rft  ftcp  was  to  declare  to  the  United  States,  that  they 
fhould  not  be. urged  to  carry  into  execution  the  defenlive  claufes  ol 
the  treaty  of  alliance,  although  the  extfting  circumftances  wen 
in  the  moil  unequivocal  manner  within  the  ca/us farderis.  ¥m 
from  viewing  this  condud  in  its  proper  light,  the  Americai 
governrpent  confidered  it  as  the  acknowledgment  of  a  right,  am 
in  the  fame  fpirit  the  commiflioners  and  envoys  extraordinar 
have  met  this  quefti^n  in  the  beginning  of  their  memorial.  Th 
minifler  of  the  republic  at  Philadelphia,  having  given  unea(ine( 
to  the  American  government,  was  recalled  with  readinefs,  an 
his  recall  was  attetided  with  circumftances  of  extrenie  feverity 
His  CucceiTor  carried  to  the  United  States  all  the  reparations  thi 
could  be  wilhed  for,  accompanied  with  the  fmcereft  and  moi 
friendly  declarations. — Nothing  can  equal  the  fpirit  of  concilia 
tion,  or  rather  condcfcenflon,  in  which  his  inftrudions  wer 
drawn  up  in  relation  to  every  point  that  had  occafioned  any  unea 
fincfs  to  the  federal  government.  Citizen  Adet,  16  the  name  c 
the  Convention,  corroborated  thofe  expreflions  of  good-will,  an 
that  aflembly  itfelf  received  with  the  effufions  of  an  unboimde 
confidence  and  fincerity,  the  new  mini(ler  which  the  Prefideti 
of  the  United  States  fent  to  them,  with  the  apparent  intention  c 
corrcfponding  fincerely  with  the  difpoftti^ns  which  the  republi 
had  never  ceafcd  to  evince. 

Yet  It  will  hardly  be  believed,  that  the-French  republic  and  he 
alliance  were  af^ually  facrlficed  at  the  yery  moment  when  flie  wa 
thus  giving  to  her  ally  incrcafcd  proofs  of  her  attentioii  and  re 
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id  ttiat  the  corrcfponding  dcmondrations  of  the  federal 
e  had  no  other  view  but  to  lull  her  and  her  government 
eceitful  fecurity.  It  is  neverthelefs  well  known  at  this 
It  it  was  at  that  period  that  Mr.  Jay,  who  had  been  fent 
on^  only,  it  was  then  faid,  in  order  to  negotiate  arrange- 
jfpeiSling  the  depredations  which  were  committed  by  ih6 
zruifers  on  the  American  trade^  was  figning  a  treaty  of 
navigation,  and  commerce,  the  negotiation  and  fignature 
h  had  been  kept  a  moil  profound  fccret  at  Paris  and  at 
phia.  That  treaty  was  not  avowed  to  our  miniller  pleni- 
ry  until  the  lall  extremity;  and  it  was  communicated  to 
^  for  form's  fake,  after  it  had  been  fan£lioticd  by  the  rati- 
of  the  Stnate.  When  the  agents  of  the  rejniblic  com- 
of  that  mylterious  condu6l,  they  were  anfwered  by  an 
o  the  independence  of  the  United  States,  folemnly  efia* 
3y  the  treaties  of  177S — a  ftrangc  mode  of  defence  againlt 
aint  which  the  diilimulation  wliich  was  ufed  proves  to 
m  but  too  well  grounded  ;  an  infidious  fubterfugc,  which 
:al  point  of  the  queAion  fubititutes  a  general  principle, 
lie  republic  could  not  be  fufpcdlcd  to  controvert  or  deny» 
ch  by  means  of  a  fophifm  deflroys  that  ii)timatc  conti« 
'hich  ought  to  fubfiil  between  two  allies,  and  particularly. 
\  the  French  republic  and  the  United  States, 
difficult  to  Jifcover  in  tliis  condudl,  that  which  ought  to 
id  for  from  a  friend.  What  ihall  we  think  of  the  treaty 
nd  of  its  provifions  ?  That  treaty  is  at  this  day  known  to 
9pe  ;  and  the  fmall  majoiities  which  gave  it  fanflion  iti 
>ufcs,  as  well  as  the  flrongand  numerous  expreflions  of  the 

of  the  people  againil  it,  are  fo  many  honourable  teftimp- 
fupport  of  the  view  which  the  French  government  has 
f  it.  The  underfigned  will  not  repeat  the  obfervations 
f  his  predecelior  on  this  treaty,  in  his  note  of  the  icth 
:  before  mentioned,  and  in  that  of  the  19th  of  Meflidor  h>l- 
\  neither  will  he  repeat  what  the  minlitcr  plenipotentiary 
epiiblic  at  Philadelphia  fet  forth  much  at  large  in  his  offi-* 
:e  of  the  25th  Brumaire,  He  will  confine  himfelf  to 
ig  fummariiy,  that  every  thing  having  been  calculated  in 
ay  to  make  the  neutrality  of  the  United  States  operate  to 
^vantage  of  the  French  republic,  and  to  the  advantage  of 
I;  and  the  federal  government  having,  in  that  inftrument^ 
}  Great  Briinln  conceiTions,  the  moft  unheard  of,  the  moft 
atiblc  with  the  intcrefts  of  the  United  States,  the  molt 
>ry  to  the  alliance  which  fubfiited  between  the  faid  States 

Frencii  republic;  the  latter  has  been  perfeflly  free,  in 
>.  avoid  the  inconveniences  of  the  treaty  of  London,  to 
Tclf  of  the  means  of  fe  if- prefer  vat  ioD  which  the  laws  of 
and  prior  treaties  olfcrcd. 
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Siich  are  the  motives  which  have  prompted  tlic  aniteso\ 
Direclory,  of  which  the  United  States  complain,  as  well  aj 
conduA  of  its  agents  in  the  Wefl  Indies.  All  thofe  -meal 
are  included  in  the*  article  II.  of  the  treaty  of  1785,  which 
vides,  that  as  to  navigation  and  commerce  France  ftiaTl  ah 
ftand  in  relation  to  the  United  States  on  the  footing  of  tlicj 
favoured  nations.  The  Executive  I^ircftorv  cannot  be  blar 
li  the  execution  of  this  eventual  claufe  has  prmluced  fome  in< 
veniences  to  the  American  flag.  As  to  abufcs,  which  may  \ 
^rifen  uniler  the  operation  of  that  principN:,  the  undcrligned  a 
repeats,  that  he  was  iQzAy  to  difcufs  them  in  the  moft  amic 
manner. 

From  this  faithful  expofition  of  the  fa^^s  which  have  pro| 
fively  led  to  the  prefent  exilting  mifundcrjjanding  between 
two  republics,  it  is  evident,  as  the  undcrligncd  obfcrved  in 
beginning  of  this  anfwer,  that  the  French  republic  were 
aggrieved,  and  that  fiich  of  her  meafures  as  may  have  given 
to  the  complaints  of  the  United  Stales  are,  with 'a  few  e\ 
lions,  the  natural  confcquencc  of  a  Hate  of  things  which  it 
ill  their  power  to  produce  or  to  avoid. 

If  the  undcrligncd,  in  fetting  forth  the  complaints  of  the  re 
lie,  fliould  contine  himftlf  to  the  treaty  of  Lt)ndon,  he  w 
but  partially  fullil  his  duty,  which  dircdls  Ljs  attention  to  fuj 
objeds. 

From  the  moment  when  that  treaty  v;as  put  into  cxecu 
the  government  of  the  United  States  appeared  to  think  it  fell 
leafed  fcom  the  necclFKy  of  faving  appearances  towanls  the  rt 
lie. — Notwiihllanding  the  reiterated  ail'urance  which  had 
given  to  its  minillers,  that  this  treaty  Ihould  make  no  chans 
the  pre-cxirting  ilatc  of  t!ic  neutrality  of  the  United  States, 
French  cruifers  were  notiticd  in  the  courfe  of  the  year  1796, 
they  could  no  longer,  as  had  been  theretofore  pradti fed,  be 
mitted  to  fell  their  prizes  in  the  ports  of  the  United  St 
This  decifion  was  ujacic  by  the  ft/lcral  court  of  julticc, 
grounded  on  the  iieaty  concluded  between  the  United  Stales 
Great  Biitain. 

The  ncwfpapcrs  known  to  be  under  the  in Jl reft  contrc 
the* cabinet,  have  iincc  that  treaty  been  doubly  a£l^ive  in  thei 
vedivcs  and  caiunniies  againlt  the  republic,  a::d  agaxnll  her  j 
ciples  ioT  reprcleniaiives  and  agents  \  libellous  publications  Of 
paid  for  by  the  minilier  of  Great  Biitain,  have  brought  to  \ 
under  every  fliape,  thofe  infults  and  thofe  calumnies  ;  and  ft 
fcandalous  liafe  of  things  never  excited  the  attention  of  the  go\ 
inent,  who  might  huve  reprelTcd  it.  On  the  cpntrary,  it 
countenanced  by  the  public  ads  of  the  government  Ilfelf. 
Executive  Direclorv  has  fccn  itfclf  denounced  in  a  fpecch, 
ver«d  by  the  Prciidcnt,  in  the  couiic  of  the  month  of  May  (O. 
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U  end^vouriog  to  fpread  anarchy  and  divifions  in  the  United' 
Stites.  The  new  allies  which  the  republic  has  acquired,  and 
irtu)  are  the  fame  who  concurred  in  aflerting  the  independence  of 
the  Americans,  hive  alfo  been  infulted  in  official  correfpondences 

I  which  have  been  made  public,  and  in  the  liewfpapers.  Indeed 
itnimpoflible  not  to  difcover  in  the  tenour  of  the  fpeeches,  and 
ifl  that  of  the  publications  which  have  been  alluded  to,  a  latent 
enmity,  which  only  awaits  a  favourable  moment  to  break  out. 

Fads  being  thus  placed  in  their  true  light,  it  is  difagreeable  to 
be  compelled  to  think  that  the  inflrudions  on  which  the  commif« 
fioners  have  a£led,  have  not  been  drawn  up  with  a  fmcere  inten* 
tion  to  produce  a  pacific  rcfult ;  fmce,  far  from  grounding  their 
aiemorial  on  fome  acknowledged  principles  or  uncontefted  fzGtSp 
they  have  inverted  and  confounded  one  with  the  other,  fo  as  to 
be  enabled  to  impute  to  the  republic  all  the  misfortunes  of  a  rup* 
tore  which  it  appears  to  be  intended  to  produce  by  fuch  a  line  of 
condud.  It  is  evident  that  the  intention  unequivocally  exprefled» 
of  maintaining,  at  every  hazard,  the  treaty  of  London,  which  is 
the  principal  grievance  of  the  republic  ;  of  adhering  to  the  fpirit 
which  has  produced  that  treaty  and  direded  its  execution,  and  of 
lefufing  to  allow  to  the  republic  any  of  the  modes  of  reparation 
which  (he  has  propofed  through  the  underfigned,  have  di£lated 
Ihofe  inftrudions.  It  is  equally  evident,  that  there  is  no  hefita- 
tion  in  facrificing  to  thcfe  foreign  feelings,  thofe  which  the  trea- 
tici  of  1778,  and  the  recolleftion  of  the  circumftances  in  the 
midft  of  which  they  were  concluded,  ought  to  infpire* 

The  remote  confequenccs  of  fuch  a  conduft  have  net  efcaped 
the  attention  of  the  Dire£iory.  It  is  wiihed,  while  nothing  is 
M&itted  which  can  prolong  the  mifunder (landing,  and  even  in- 
creafe  it,  to  throw  on  the  republic,  in  the  view  of  America  and 
Europe,  all  the  odium  of  fuch  a  rupture. 

It  is  endeavoured  to  juftify  by  delufive  appearances,  the  pre- 
judices which  are  diflfeminated  at  pleafure  againd  the  republic^ 
ud  the  fyftem  of  exafperation  and  alienation  which  is  purfued^ 
in  lefpedt  to  her,  with  the  mod  unaccountable  perfeverance.  It 
b  intended,  finally,  to  feize  the  firft  favourable  opportunity  of 
Coofummating  an  intimate  union  with  a  power,  towards  which  a 

I  devotion  and  partiality  are  ihown,  which  has  long  been  the  bafis 

i  rf  the  conduft  of  the  federal  government. 

The  intentions  which  the  underfigned  attributes  to  the  govcrn- 
■ent  of  the  United  States,  arc  fo  little  difguifed,  that  nothing 
fcans  to  have  been  neglefted  at  Philadelphia  to  render  them  evii* 
fat  to  every  eye.  It  was  probably  with  this  view,  that  it  was 
jkjught  proper  to  fend  to  the  French  republic,  pcrfons  whofe 
rjpjnions  and  connexions  are  too  well  known  to  expcik  from  them 
■Mpofitions  fincerely  conciliatory.  It  is  painful  to  the  undef- 
ined to  he  obliged  to  contrad  this  conduct  with  that  which  has 
Vol.  VII.  O  o  been 


been  held  towards  the  cabinet  of  St.  James's  in  analogous  cir««« 
cumflances.  The  American  executive  was  anxious  to  fend  tcs 
London  minifters  well  known  to  poflefs  fentiments  fuitable  to  th^ 
objedl  of  the  miffion.  The  republic  might  have  expeded,  &i 
would  feem,  a  fimilar  deference;  and,  if  the  fame  degree  c^l 
propriety  has  .not  been  obfcrved  with  refped  to  them,  it  is  bi^t 
too  probable,  that  it  mud  be  attributed  to  the  views  above  poia^* 
ed  out  by  the  undcrfigned. 

It  is  impoffiblc  to  forefee  whither  fuch  difpofitions  may  lead.^ • 

The  underfigncd  hcfitates  not  to  believe,  that  the  American,  like 
the  French  nation,  beholds  with  regret  fuch  a  date  of  things,  and 
is  forrowfully  affefled  with  the  idea  of  its  confequcnces.     He 
thinks  the  Americans  will  form  a  corred  opinion,  with  regard  to 
the  prejudices  againd  an  allied  people  which  endeavours  have  been 
made  to  inilil  into  them ;  and  alfo  with  regard  to  the  engagements 
which  it  fcems  to  be  the  obje£^  to  prevail  upon  them  to  contra£}» 
to  the  injury  of  an  alliance  which  has  fo  powerfully  contributed 
to  place  and  maintain  them  in  the  rank  of  nations  ;  and  that  they 
will  difcover  in  thofe  new  combinations  the  only  dangers  to  which 
their  profperity  and  national  importance  can  be  expofed. 

ImpreiTcd  with  the  truth  of  ihefc  obfervations,  and  the  confe- 
qucnces which  flow  from  them,  the  Executive  Direflory  have 
authorized  the  underfigned  to  exprefs  himfelf  with  all  the  frank' 
ncfs  that  becomes  the  French  nation.  It  was  indifpenfable  that 
he  (hould,  in  the  name  of  the  Executive  Dire£lory,  difpel  the 
inift  of  illullons  with  which  the  complaints  of  the  minifters  of  the 
French  republic  have  for  live  years  paft  been  furrounded,  with  3 
view  to  weaken,  mifreprefent,  or  difguifc  them.  He  was  abfo- 
liitcly  boiindi  by  declaring  their  fentiments  in  an  unequivocal 
manner,  to  clear  up  every  doubt  and  every  falfe  interpretation  to 
which  they  mip;ht  have  been  fubjeft. 

It  is,  therefore,  folely  with  a  view  to  fmooth  the  way  to  dif- 
cuflion,  that  the  undcrfigned  has  entered  upon  the  preceding  ex- 
planations. It  is  with  the  fame  view  that  he  declares  to  the  com- 
iniflioners  and  envoys  extraordinary,  that  notwithftandxng  the  kind 
of  prejudice  which  may  have  been  entertained  with  refpefi  to 
them,  the  Executive  Directory  are  difpofed  to  treat  with  that  one 
of  the  commiffioners  whofe  opinions,  prefumedto  be  more  impartial, 
promife  in  the  courfe  of  explanations  a  greater  (hare  of  that  mu- 
tual confidence  which  is  indifpenfably  required.  The  underflgncd 
flatters  himfelf,  that  this  overture  will  meet  with  no  ferious  oppo>- 
fition  on  the  part  of  the  commiflioncrs  and  envoys  extraordinary; 
it  is  the  more  natural  to  cxpe£l  it,  as  by  the  tenour  of  their  powers 
the  faid  commillioners  and  envoys  extraordinary  are  authorized  to 
negotiate  jointly  or  feparately^  fo  that  nothing  but  the  defiie  of 
precluding  all  accommodation  could  raife  any  objefUon  agatnft 
thai  ineafurc,   which  moicoY^f  is  merely  pointed  out  to 'the 

com- 
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cormniflioners  themfelvesy  in  order  that  nothing  may  on  thts  occa- 
(ton  have  an  unfavourable  appearance,  and  which  evidently  has  no 
Qftber  obje6l  than  to  fecure  a  happy  iffue  to  the  negotiation,  by 
tetnoving  at  the  firft  outfet  every  thing  that  might,  in  the  courfeof 
that  negotiation,  awaken  feelings  that  might  eventually  commit  it«: 
The  undcrligned  hopes  the  commiffioners  and  envoys  cxtraor- 
dmary  will  foon  enable  him  to  inform  the  Executive  Diredlory 
of  their  determination.     Whatever  this  determination  may  be, 
the  uthierfigned  flatters  himfelf,  that  the  explanation  he  has  given 
will  have  placed  the  fubjeA  in  its  true  light,  and  may  eventually - 
fen^e  to   remove,  in  the  eyes  of  all  impartial  men,   the  unfa- 
^Durable  fmprcflion,  which  might  be  endeavoured  to  be  made  re-' 
fpcSing  the  intentions  of  the  French  republic  and  her  govcrn- 
nent. 

He  concludes  by  renewing  to  the  commiflioners  and  envoys 
cxtnK)rdinary  the  alFurance  of  his  confiJeration. 

(Signed)        Ch.  Mau.  Talleyrand.* 


otiiamyy  q/  Hamburgh^   to   the   Editor  of  the  jfmi  des  Loix,   in 
jinfwer  to  his  Paper  of  the  2  \Jl  Prairial. 

^HE  report  of  the  American  commiflfioners  has  been  circulated 
throughout  all  Europe  with  great  profufion.  It  furniOics 
(^  nourifhment  to  keep  alive  the  hatred  the  enemies  of  France 
M  againd  the  French  government,  by  endeavouring  to  prove 
^hat  corruption  has  the  moft  powerful  influence  in  the  Direftory 
and  over  their  minifters;  it  may  at  leaft  fairly  be  fuppofed,  that 
*ne  report  alluded  to  originated  in  this  perfidious  intention  ;  but' 
without  attempting  to  defend  thofc  who  iland  in  need  of  no  de- 
fence, I  ihall  content  myfelf  with  repelling  the  injury  done  to 
njc  in  that  report,  by  defcribing  me  in  the  character  of  an  in- 
triguer. 

Citizen  Talleyrand,  without  whofe  orders  I  have  done  nothing, 

faid  nothing,  written  nothing,  might  very  well  mif^ke  me  for 

anofhcr,  from  the  character  given  to  me  in  the  report  of  the  com- 

inifllorrers — I  myfclf  (hould  have  been  led  into  an  error  by  it,  if 

vour  journal  had  not  lately  named  me  as  the  perfon  rcprefentcd 

by  the  letter  Y.     I  expc<^  from  your  impartiality,  that  as  you 

have  been   the  echo  of  calumnies  againft  me,  you  will  alfo  give 

room  to  the  following  fimplc  truths,  fuhflantiated  by  fa£ls,  which' 

J  fubmit  to  the  confidcration  of  the  public. 

Commercial  concerns,  in  which  it  is  well  known  I  was  en- 
gaged, made  my  prefcnce  neccflTary  at  Paris,  where  1  had  fre- 
quent opportunities  of  feeing  Citizen  Talleyrand,  with  whom  I 
was  formerly  pretty  intimately  acquainted.  One  of  my  friends,  a 
Aiizen  of  the  United  States,  who  had  been  informed  of  that  cir- 

O  o  a  cumilance. 
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cumnanoe,  ctme  to  entreat  me  to  commuDicate  to  that  miii 
certain  means  of  bringing  about  a  reconciliation  between  Fr 
and  America :  I  confented,  and  the  minifter  thought  the  pr 
lition  was  not  unworthy  of  his  attention.  He  accordingly  n 
me  immediately  acquainted  with  the  charges  of  the  Fu 
jepublic  againft  the  Americans,  efpecially  with  thofe  that  ^ 
t^en  frcim  the  fpeech  of  the  Preiident  Adams,  of  which  he 
xne  a  French  tranflation,  together  with  notes  written  in  his 
hand,  refpcding  explanations  and  reparations  that  he  requ 
He  next  proppfed  to  me  that  I  fhould  fee  the  commiflioners. 

A  with  to  oblige  him  was  not  the  only  motive  that  determ 
my  refolution.  The  commercial  advantages  which  I  fliould 
rive  from  a  treaty  of  peace,  towards  which  I  ihould  have  co 
butcd,  made  me,  I  confefs,  fomewhat  regardlefs  of  the  re: 
tion  I  had  taken,  not  to  intermeddle  in  political  affairs. 

I  waited  on  the  commiffioners;  and  the  friend  who  had  ent 
ed  me  to  fpeak  to  Citizen  Talleyrand,  was  at  once  my  intro 
tor  and  my  interpreter ;  for,  to  my  great  furprife,  they  dec! 
that  they  did  not  underdand  French,  and  I  was  equally  u 
Guainted  with  Englifh.  In  this  iirft  conference  I  (howed  t 
the  above-mentioned  note  of  the  minifter,  rcfpeding  the  I 
dent's  fpeech.  My  interpreter  wrote  down  in  French  from  ' 
I  di£lated  to  him,  five  articles  which  I  conceived  might  cc 
tute  the  bafis  of  a  treaty  of  alliance :  not  a  word  did  it  coj 
relative  to  any  fpecific  fum  of  money:  read  thefe  propofi 
tranfcribed  literally  from  the  report  of  the  American  com 
fioners  *. 


^  **  There  it  demanded  a  formal  difaTowaY  tn  writin|r,  doclarinr  tha 
fpeech  of  the  Citizen  Prefident  Barras  did  not  contain  any  thing  offcnii 
tnc  flOvcrnment  of  the  United  States,  nor  any  thing  whicn  defervcd  fh4 
thei^  contained  in  the  whole  paragraph :  fecondly,  reparation  is  dema 
for  the  article,  by  which  it  (ball  be  declared,  that  the  decree  of  the  I 
tory  there  mentioned  did  not  contain  uny  thing  contrary  to  the  trei 
1778,  and  had  none  of  thofe  fatal  confequences  that  the  paragraph  repro 
to  it:  thirdly,  it  is  demanded,  that  there  (hould  be  an  acknowlcdgim 
vrriting,  uf  the  depredations  exercifed  on  our  trade  by  the  Engiiit 
French  privateers:  fourthly,  the  government  of  France,  ^ithful  I 
profeflion  of  public  fairh  which  it  has  made,  not  to  infermeddle  in  thei 
nal  affairs  of  foreign  governments  with  which  it  is  it  peace,  would 
upon  ihis  paragraph  as  an  attack  upon  its  loyalty,  if  this  was  intended  i 
Pretident. — It  demands,  in  confecjuence,  a  furnuil  declaration,  that  it . 
the  government  <>i  France,  nor  its  agents,  that  this  paragraph  mea 
deHgnate.  In  confidenttion  of  thefe  reparations,  the  Prencfh  republic  i 
pofcd  to  renew  with  the  United  States  of  America,  a  treaty,  whid 
place  them  reclpiocally  in  the  fame  ftate  that  they  were  in  177!.  B 
new  treaty  Frante  ftiall  be  placed  with  refpe^  to  the  United  States,  « 
on  the  fame  footing  as  they  ftand  with  England  in  virtue  of  the  lad 
which  iias  been  concluded  between  them*  A  iecret  article  of  t^  new  < 
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Mlat  if  tb    all :  lead  over  the  vhok  of  tk|t  cw€»cfiC0|  nd 
dtfthe  thio    other  cDnfereoces  which  I  heU'iiiider  thie  defcrip* 
liM  cl  Y»  nmn  the  whole  of  the  coainulEoiieM  togeih^Sf    Hew*, 
tm  miMiapen  and  contradi&ory  the  muniUivt  o£  che&  conv^ifi^ . 
tioumay  appear  under  their  pen,  you  will  perceive  ti^  t|^ 
hue  never  dared  to  accufe  me  o£  ^ving  made  a  de^naod  pi  tWejivt^, 
hndicd  tbouiand  livrea ;  that  they  do  not  <|uote  a  fingle  wpid  4^: 
viae,  thaX  has  any  refpeft  to  fuch  a  circ;timfiance  ^  they  QMrtIf 
jmad  that  in  one  inftance  I  anfwercd  in  the  affirtmutive,  to  %.- 
fKftion  which  they  mention  having  put  to'lne  on  this  fubjeft* 

What  I  iball  an  accufation  of  fa  ferious  a  natMop  ccft.en  no 
hoer  foundation  than  a  gefture,  a  nod,  of  a  mooofyllablen  whietl 
iiaol  even  fo  mtich  as  mentioned  ?  And  ftall  they  be  i:9ccived  aa* 
laaofwer  to  a  queftion  put  in  a  foreign  la^gM^  which  I  ^o^niot 
Qidtrfiand  i  The  bare  ilatement  of  (iicb  an  acculatioii  is  fuft* 
dot  to  refuie  it. 

With  the  knowledge  of  the  minifiert  I  had  a  fecoad  confeiV 
one  with  them»  in^  which  I  propofed  of  mj  own  accord^  aed  as 
t  oieans  of  proving  their  attachment  to  Fiaiioe,i  ta  buy  up  foiMr 
Bttirian  telcriptions  at  par-^See  my  propofition  as  it  if  reportadl 
ky  the  commiffiouers ;  you  caimot  difix>vcr  a  ivord  in  it  nfpc Aiog; 
i pretended  Winfr/tfr  for  the  offices^. 

•  The  ceaomiffioners  were  defirous  to  traafaait  me  a  vrilten  an« 
fcir— read  it  over  again,  Citisen,  in  their  own  correfpondeace^' 
aid  fay  whether  it  contains  a  fingle  word  concemio^  the  prrtned 
id  twelve  hundred  tbouiand  Uvres  ^ 


WoM  he  a  losn  to  be  made  by  the  United  States  to  the  French  republic; 
asd  once  agreed  upon  the  amount  of  the  (can,  it  would  l>e  endeavoured  ro 
enfult  the  convenience  of  the  United  States  with  rcfpe6l  to  the  beft  method 
sl  •fcventiiig  its  publicity.*' 

*  *«  M.  y .  faid  further*  that  if  we  deired  him  to  point  out  the  fim  wbich 
hi  believed  would  be  fatisfaclnry,  he  would  do  fo.  We  requeued  him  to 
oiarced;  and  he  faid»  that  there  were  thirty-two  millions  of  ftorfns  of 
Wtch  refcriptions>  worth  ten  fliillings  in  the  twund,  which  might  be  aC 
immd  lo  us  at  twenty  (biUings  in  the  pound ;  ana  he  proceeded  to  (late  to  us 
mt  certainty,  that,  after  a  peace,  the  Dutch  government  would  repay  wa 
the  money,  fo  that  we  (bould  ultimately  lofe  nothing;  and  the  only  opers- 
Sion  of  the  meafure  would  be  an  advance^roni  us  to  France  of  thirty-two 
Bullions  on  the  credit  of  the  |[overonif  at  ot  Holland.'* 

f  **  We  committed  immediately  to  writing  the  anfwerwepropofcdf  in  the 
isttwing  words :  *  Our  powers  rcfpedin^  a  treaty  are  ample;  nut  the  pro* 
yoifition  of  a  loan  in  the  form  uf  Dutch  rcicriptioits,  or  ia  any  other  form»  is 
■of  within  the  limits  of  our  inftru^lions.  Upon  this  point  therefore  the 
ypcinment  mult  be  conAilted :  one  of  the  American  mmiflers  will,  for  the 
purpofii,  forthwith  embark  for  America,  provided  the  Direelocy  will  fuf* 
~  kI  all  further  captures  on  American  veflels,  and  will  fufpend  proceedings 
cbofe  already  captuicd,  as  well  as  where  the  decifions  have  not  yet  beea 
red ;  and  that  nhere  falcs  have  been  made,  bat  the  money  not  yet  been 
ed  by  the  captors,  it  (hall  not  be  paid  until  the  preliminary  nueflioas 
fed  to  the  mioificrs  of  tlie  United  &utcs,  be  difculTed  aad  decided'.*' 

Permit 
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Permit  me  here  to  correft  and  to  animadvert  on  a  very  ferioui 
finidake :  in  fpcaking  of  that  anfwcr  of  the  commiffioriers,  you 
fay, "  When  an  attempt  is  made  to  confide  to  Y.  the  negatij^c anfwcr 
to  his  propofition  of  twelve  hundred  tboufand  livres,  he'ihrinks 
frbm  undertaking  it  ;  and  he  is  compelled  to  confefs,  from  a  kind 
of  (bame,  that  the  propofition  comes  neither  from  the  Direftory, 
nor  even  from  the  miniller,  but  that  it  comes  merely  from  himfelf.'* 

What  levityi  what  injuftice  does  not  this  paragraph  betray,  in 
"which  you  fo  inconfiderately  difpofe  of  the  reputation  of  an  honcft 
man! 

Perufe  once  more  that  anfwcr,  or  get  it  explained  to  yon,  and 
you  fhall  not  difcovcr  in  it  one  fingle  word  refpcfling  that  pre- 
tended  propofition  of  a  fum  to  be  paid  for  attaining  the  ends  of 
corruption.  Read  over  the  whole  conference,  and  you  will  per- 
ceive that,  from  the  very  outfet,  I  hold  out  the  idea  of  a  purchafe 
of  Batavian  rcfcriptions  as  my  private  individual  opinion  ;  and 
then,  perhaps,  you  will  repent  of  the  injury  you  have  done  me! 

Finally,  a  third  conference  took  place  on  the  30lh  of  Od^obcr: 
I  delivered  into  the  hands  of  the  American  commiflioners  a  paper 
containing  fcven  articles,  atnong  which  is  to  be  found  the  pro- 
pofed  purchafe  c^f  Baravian  refcriptions,  but  not  one  word  htrc 
neither^  of  the  twelve  hundred  thoufand  livres*. 

Obferve,  Citizen,  that  in  each  conference  I  invariably  flarted 
by  declaring  **  a  circumftance  not  denied  by  the  commiflioners 
thcmfelves,  that  1  did  hot  pretend  to  any  public  charaSer ;  that 
I  did  not  infinuatc  any  connexion  whatever  with  the  DireSory; 
that  I  was  not  known  to  any  of  its  members ;  and  that  I  took  a 
part  in  thefe  conferences  merely  out  of  complaifance  for  Citizen 
'jfancyrand,  who  was  ftudious  to  dcvife  every  poffibl^  means  of 
lecnring  an  honourable  peace  between  ihe  two  nations." 

Have,  therefore,  the  candour  to  confefs,  that  a  man  unac- 
quainted with  the  Directory,  without  poffcfling  any  Weight  with 
any  of  its  members,  and  who  cannot  fairly  be  regarded  as  Attempt- 
ing to  impofc  upon  the  world,  is  not  a  perfon  of  fufficient  confi- 
deration  to  be  botigiit  at  the  price-  of  twelve  hundred  thoufand 
livres. 


•  "  I.  Thit  the  envoys  fhould  remain  in  France  fix  months  on  the  Ain« 
etiquette  as  the  Porttii^ircfe  minifler.  2.  That  a  commiflion  of  five  fl)ould 
decide  on  the  reclamations  of  the  Americans  relative  to  prizes.  3.  That 
the  American  government  (hall  pay  the  indemnifications  to  the  Americin 
creditors  of  the  Kiench  republic  in  the  firll  infbncc  :  the  French  to  rcpaf 
In  future.  4.  One  of  the  envoys  fhall  return  to  America  to  demand  powers 
fo  purchafe*  for  chiIi,  thiny.two  mill'ons  of  Dutch  rcfcriptions.  5.  In  the 
interval,  the  definitive  treaty  to  proceed,  and  to  be  ready  for  fia nature  on 
the  return  of  the  envoy.  6.  The  qucftion  of  tiic  role  d*cQuipage  to  remain 
fufpended  until  his  return.  7.  Hoflilities  to  be  fulpcndcJ  tor  fix  monihs» 
during  the  going  and  the  return  of  the  envoy." 


Shall  it  be  faid,  that,  availing  myfelf  6t  my  acquaintance  with 
the  minifter,  1  endeavoured  to  make  good  fome  claim  to  that 
fumP  The  narrative  of  the  commiilioners  is  an  additional  argu-> 
ment  to  prove  the  abfurdity  of  that  imputation.  You  may  tli^re 
read,  that,  convinced  of  the  inutility  of  intermediate  conferences^ 
I  waited  upon  Mr.  Gerry,  to  entreat  him  to  aik  for  a  perfonal 
interview  with  Citizen  Talleyrand,  the  miniiler ;  that  I  myfelf 
conduced  hini  to  the  houfe  of  that  miniiler,  praying  him  to  ac- 
quaint the  miniUcr,  \%ithout  any  exception,  with  the  whole  of 
the  propolitions  or  demands  th:)t  had  been  made  to  him.  And 
here,  indeed,  is  it  that  I  have  to  pppcal  to  Mr.  Gerry  himfelf,' 
befeeching  him  to  do  homage  to  that  truth  ;  to  have  the  goodnefs 
to  fay,  whether  he  was  fiient  on  any  proportion  ;  whether  he 
>^as  confcious  of  the  ieaft  pollible  omiflion  ;  and  whether  1  did 
oot  exprefs  myfelf  in  terms  of  thanks  for  his  very  punctilious 
exaftnefs ;  and  what  was  the  anfwcr  of  Citizen  I'alleyrand^ 
namely,  That  the  inrtru6lions  given  by  me,  Bellamy,  to  Mr* 
Gerry,  were  exad,  and  that  he  could  always  rely  upon'ihem*. 

What  then,  might  I  aik  with  fome  degree  of  allonifliment— 
^hal  then  arc  the  political  views  of  Mr.  Gerry,  when,  not- 
withftanding  the  preceding  fa6ls,  he  fo  tardily  accnfcs  me,  in  his 
fetter  of  the  3111  May,  of  not  having,  as  far  as  he  knew,  pro- 
<iuccd  any  conhdential  powers,  any  document,  of  any  nature 
i»hatfoever,  and  confequentiy  of  being  a  perfon  who  came  for* 
Ward  in  a  very  qucHioriablc  unauthorized  diaper 

But  I  myfelf  am  here  gnilty  of  injiifticc  towards  the  American 
commiffioncr.  It  is  not  he,  but  yon,  Citi-tcn,  who  brand  mc 
with  the  odious  fufpicion  of  bcir.g  a  hireling  negotiator,  while 
your  own  journal  contains  a  proof  that  Mr.  Gerry  exonerates  me 
from  any  luch  imputation. 

**  Mr.  Gerry,"  you  ftiy,  <*  has  pofitivtly  de<-lared,  in  one  of  his 
letters,  that    no  citizen   autiiorizevi   by  tlic   miniiler,  has  faid  a 
fyilablc  m  fiim  tliat  carried  witli  it  il:e  molt  rcnote  hitimaiion  of 
the  propoHiion  of  di(burli'ii^  money  for  tiie  purpofcs  of  corrup- 
tion."— Siiy,  therefore,   Citizen,  that  I  am  ilie  perrt-n,  or  tiiat 
Air.  (jerry  points  out  a  pcrfv;:!,   ub.o,  dmini^  the  \Nho!e  conrfe  of 
this  neciotiatiou,  bus  been  more  accr^ciituii  ilum  1  was  bv  liie  minif- 
ttr  to  treat  with  Mr.  derry — Ail  liic  in!irucli<>iis  of  Mr.  Bellamy 
ire  exact,  and  )ou   may   al\va)s  cor.liuj  in  them.     Connect  ibis 
formal   autliorizaijon  of  the  miniiler   wiili  what  Mr.  Cierry  has 
declared  politivcly,  ar.d  a.5ain  you  mult  vent  a  repentant  ligh  tor 
the  injury  you  liave  done  me. 

How  alfo  does  it  come  to  pafs,  Citizen,  that  you  mention  in 
terms  of  praife,  the  exertions  made  by  the  mimiier  of  tlic  toreign 
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dfepartmcnt  to  extricate  the  coitimiflioners  from  theif  embtrrafled 
fituation,  and  that  in  Xh6  fame  number  of  your  journal  you  cri- 
minate me  for  luiving  co-operated  with  his  defires  ? 

As  a  condition  previous  to  acknowledging  the  commiflioners,  I 
called  upon  them,  you  fay,  for  certain  explanations  of  fome  paf* 
fagcs  evidently  infulting  to  the  French  republic,  wliich  were  dif- 
tinguifhabic  in  the  fpeech  of  the  Prefidcnt  of  the  United  Sut«. 
But  foon  he  was  deiirous  to  fpare  them  the  embarraflVnent  **  of 
thefe  dlfavowals,  and  gave  them  to  undcrfland  that  an  offer  made 
by  ihem  to  purchafc  a  certain  quantity  of  Dutch  refcriptionSi 
•wouhi  be  regarded  as  a  friendly  ad  on  their  part :  hnally,  he  com- 
plained of  not  feeing  them,  and  fccmed  anxious  to  hold  confer* 
cnces  with  Mr.  Gerry." 

Here,  then,  is  a  prccifc  analyfis  of  all  that  I  have  faid,  written, 
or  done  in  the  three  conferences  which  I  held  with  the  commif- 
fioners.  Be  therefore  confident  with  yourfclf,  Citizen  ;  cithci 
relra£l  the  well-merited  praifcs  which  you  beilow  on  the  pacific 
intentions  of  the  niiniller,  and  on  the  fleps  which  he  ordered  lo 
be  taken,  or  confefs  that  this  man,  who  was  the  faithful  organ 
of  his  intentions,  and  who  followed,  with  the  mort  fcnipulooJ 
cxadncfs,  the  inllrudtions  he  had  received,  by  no  means  defervci 
the  cruel  reproach  with  which  you  load  him. 

And  here  1  would  conclude  my  anfwer,  had  I  not  to  notice  and 
reprobate  the  levity  or  the  inconfiftency  with  which  the  commif- 
fioners,  in  their  report,  turn  again  {I  me  the  overtures  which  I 
was  charged  by  Citirx-n  B'auinarrhais  to  make  to  thciti  in  hii 
name.  I  had  fcen  him  at  Hamburgh,  and  I  had  kept  up  a  com- 
mercial intcrcourfe  with  him.  Having  been  informed  by  the 
conuiiillioncrs  themfclves  ot  my  intcrcourfe  with  him,  he  wrote 
to  me,  and  his  letter  is  in  my  poileflion,  praying  me  to  propofe 
to  Mr.  Marfliail,  who  had  been  his  counfel  in  Virginia,  in  a 
lawfuit  for  nearly  fifty  thoufand  pounds  (lerling)  gained  in  the 
firft  indanccf  by  his  abilities,  to  buy  up  his  claims  at  fifty  thoufaud 
pounds  fterling  lofs. 

I  made  that  propofition  in  perfon  to  Mr.  Marftiall ;  he  com- 
municated it  to  Mr.  C;crry,  who  was  prefent,  and  then  myfel* 
convcrfcd  upon  it  with  the  latter  ;  both  of  them,  who  had  been 
ttudying  French  for  two  months,  thought  they  undcrftood  it  fuf- 
ficiently  not  to  require  the  al!i(tancc  ot  an  interpreter  j  unfortu- 
nately for  mc^  it  proved  otherwifc,  fmce  neither  of  them  under • 
flood  in  the  fame  manner  the  propofition  which  I  had  made  to 
them,  as  clearly  appears  from  the  note  of  Mr.  Marfliall  of  the 
i8th  l^toeiv.hcr: — *«  General  Pi  nek  ncy  and  Mr.  Gerry  met  tog^ 
ther  at  niy  hcMife  \  Mr.  Gerry  gave  us  a  detailed  account  of  th 
converfaii.  ;i,  of  wiiich  mention  is  made  in  our  public  letter 
The  propv:;:io':  rLbtivc  to  the  reclamation  of  M.  fieaumarchai 

i 


(    289    ) 

I 

ber  diflfereut  from  vi^hat  I  had  conceived  Qfjif,  in  confe- 

f  what  M.  Y.  had  told  me.*' 

rj  Lo/x,  which  has  conftantly  kept  up  the  unconcilia^ing 

of  the  cbmmiflionersy  their  difFcrent  Views^  their  prc- 
;ain(t  France,  the  dill  ike  of  two  of  them  to  peace,  inr 
endeavouring  to  degrade  my  charadler,  might  have  done 
e  by  obferving  on  this  paragraph,  which  evidently  chs^rgc^ 
liirioncrs  with  a  miftajke,  or  with  the  political  fiifi(if^ca- 
le  fads. 

>r  ten  days  after  the  audience  I  procured  for  Mr-  Gerry 
zen  Talleyrand,  I  went  to  dine  with  the  comminfionecSy 
ny  with  this  miniiler.  The  following  decade  I  agai^ 
h  Mr.  Gerry  at  the  minifter's  houfe,  fifteen  days  haying 
ithoiitany  reciprocal  communication.  Mr.  Gerry  prayef) 
I  upon  him  at  his  houfe,  but  I  refufed  it,  as  contrary 
:lination  of  Citizen  Talleyrand. 

days  after,  he  thought  proper  that  I  fliould  return  to 

:y's.     Mr.  Gerry  then  again  entreated  me  to  give  hifn  a 

opy  of  what  I  conceived  to  be  the  lad  intentions  of  th? 

I  did  fo  in  four  articles,  without  the  lead  mention  of 

tided  fum  for  purpofes  of  corruption.     Mr;  Gerry  is  i^ 

of  that  note  in  my  hand-writing. 

days  after  Mr.  Gerry  called  upon  me.  He  exprefle^  fi 
have  a  new  private  interview  with  Citizen  Talleyrand  ; 
IT  1  requeued  and  obtained,  and  I  intimated  it  in  writing 
lerry,  who  wrote  me  a  letter  of  thanks  on  the  occa(ion* 
tcr  is  in  my  hands.  Mr.  Gerry  paid  me  another  vifit, 
ne  to  folicit  a  new  interview,  which  was  granted,  and  1 
mfwer  expreflivc  of  his  thanks. 

from  the  day  on  which  I  firfl;  condufted  Mr.  Gerry  tQ 
Talleyrand's  houfc,  I  had  been  with  him  five  times.  I 
)te  into  his  hanJs.  Wc  have  written  feveral  letters  to 
:r,  and  I  call  upon  him  to  publifh  mine. 
,  let  me  repeat  it,  the  man  who  would  have"  dreaded  thp 
cation  of  an  imj)r()per  demand,  would  he  have  been  the 

propofe  interviews  with  the  minifter  ?  Would  he  have 

flcpt  forward  to  folicit  ihem  at  the  indigation  of  others, 
T,  would  he  not  have  exerted  himfelf  to  prevent  their 
? 

;  7th  of  February  I  quitted  Paris.  Two  months  after 
d< thither.  Immediately  on  my  arrival  I  was  again. en* 
o  commune  with  the  minifter  on  the  cmbarrafling  fitu^- 
the  commidioners.  This  I  declined,  being  furnifhed 
ofs  that,  excepting  Mr.  Gerry,  they  entertained  np  fin- 
qtioii  of  a  conciliation  between  the  two  governments  ; 
concluded  my  intcrcourfe  with  them^  though  I  continued 

VII.  P  p  :  fix 
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fix  weekly  during  which  time  I  viflted  Citizen  Talleyrand  at  to 
three  times  every  week. 

I  have  proved  that  I  never  made  any  demand  of  a  fpeciiic  fu 
df  money  from  the  American  court,  and  that  the  very  converl 
tion^  and  that  the  recital  of  my  conferences  with  them  in  th( 
own  printed  correfpondence,  did  not  lay  that  accufation  to  n 
charge. 

I  have  proved  that  I  have  been  authorized  by  the  miniilers 
keep  up  this  correfpondencc  with  the  commiilioners ;  that  M 
Gerry  was  certain  of  it ;  and  that  my  inflrudions,  uniformly  c: 
stSt,  had  only  for  their  objeft  an  honourable  peace  between  tl 
two  republics. 

In  a  word,  I  have  explained  the  miftake  into  which  Mr.  Ma 
'fhzW  had  fallen,  relative  to  the  particular  proportion  which 
Was  charged' to  make  him  ;  and  I  have  (hown  that  this  miftal 
alone  might  have  been  the  pretext  for  the  accufation  broug 
againft  me. 

I  imagine  that  I  have  enabled  you  alfo  to  conclude,  that  I  c 
rot  deferve  the  teftimony  which  the  commiflioners  bear  to  my  fc 
Wardnefs  in  courting  interviews  with  them,  fince  it  was  th 
themfelvcs  who,  after  the  three  firft  conferences,  came  and  wait 
upon  me,  and  that  I  finally  expreHTed  a  iirm  refolution  of  beari 
no  part  in  the  intercourfe  with  the  minifter. 

I  defcrved  to  have  met  with  friends,  and  I  am  certain  that  t 
confidence  they  would  repofe  in  me,  would  repel  the  injury  th 
done  to  my  chara£icr.  I  feel  called  upon  to  juftify,  in  the  ey 
of  the  prejudiced  and  indifferent,  the  kindnefs  they  beftow  up< 
me  ;  and  if  I  have  fucccedcd  in  reprelling  the  rifing  fentiments 
indignation — if  I  have  fubmitted  to  the  humiliating  taflc  of  plea 
ing  againft  calumny,  it  is  in  order  %o  fulfil  this  facred  duty — it 
in  order  to  expiate,  in  fome  meafure,  by  this  painful  effort,  f 
the  too  eafy  confidence  with  which  I  imprudently  flattered  myfe 
that  I  was  promoting  the  advantages  of  commerce  and  the  cati 
of  humanity. 

Hamburghj  June  25,  1 798. 


Copy  of  a   Letter  from  M,  ClaJJerij  Efq.  panijh  Conful  at  Pari 
to  Thomas  Muldrupy  Efq.  Danifh  Conful  at  Leith. 

TN  conformity  to  the  meffage  fent  by  the  Executive  DireAcN' 
•^  the  4ih  of  January,  to  the  Council  of  Five  Hundred,  the  fa 
Council  decreed,  the  lith  inftant,  as  you  will  pleafe  to  obfer 
by  the  following  extra£l  from  the  fitting  of  the  aid  Nivol 
^<  That  all  vefTels  found  on  the  feas,  loaded  in  part,  or  in  whol 
with  produfis  or  merchandife  of  Great  Britain,  or  of  her  poflc 
dons,  will  be  declared  as  legal  prizes,  without  regard  to  the  pc 

4  fo 
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fom  to  whom  fuch  produSsor  merchandife  may  belong."    This 

decree^  however,  has  not  the  force  of  law,  until  approved  of  by 

lYie  Council  of  Elders  ;  but  as  I  have  no  doubt  that  thefe  violent 

and  unjud  meafures  againfl  neutral  veifcls  and  cargoes  will  be 

fanftioned  and  put  in  execuiion,  I  hadcn  to  acquaint  you  of 

them,  and  to  beg  of  you  to  put  all  our  navigators  on  their  guard 

from  approaching  the  ports  or  coaft  of  Franct.*  with  the  produds 

or  merchandife  of  Great  Britain,  unn'i  the  French  government 

diange  its  principles,  as  I  flatter  myfclf  it  will  do.      It  would  be 

rendering  an  important  fcrvice  to  the  Eaft  and  Weft  India  traders^ 

were  you  to  inform  them  of  the  danger  they  run  in  approaching 

the  coaft  of  France  ;  and  I  have  to  requeft  that  you  would  fend 

out  circulars  by  the  firft  ftiips  failing  for  thcfe  parts  to  that  pur- 

pofe. 

I  have  tlie  honour  to  be,  &c. 


■ 

}i9U  from  Citizen  BernadotU^  Amhafjador  from  the  French  Republic 
to  the  Court  of  Vienna ^  to  Af.  Baron  de  Thugut. 

TpHE  ambalTador  of  the  French  republic  informs  M.deThugut, 
^  that  at  the  very  moment  he  is  writing  this  note,  a  fanatical 
populace  dare  to  fprm  an  aiTemblage  before  the  gate  of  his  rcfi- 
dcnce.  The  motives  that  animate  the  aiTemblage  cannot  be  the 
objcft  of  the  flighteft  doubt,  becaufe  feveral  ftones  have  been 
thrown  at  the  windows  of  the  houfe  which  the  ambaflador  occu* 
pics.  Indignant  at  fuch  iiifolence,  he  entreats  M,  de  Thugut' 
to  order  inllantly  the  ncccirary  refcarchcs,  in  order  that  the  au- 
thors may  be  di (covered,  and  punilhcd  in  fuch  a  manner  as  may 
fcrvc  for  an  example.  The  ambaliiador  doubts  not  that  his  re- 
clamations will  be  attended  lo  v. ith  all  tlie  fpccd  which  they  ought 
to  infpirc,  and  that  in  future  the  police  may  be  vigilant  enough 
to  prevent  every  fimilar  fcenc,  which  cannot  be  renewed  without 
involving  in  it  the  molt  feiious  confequcnccs :  fince  it  is  the  firm 
(ntcniion  of  the  ambalfador  to  repel  with  energy  the  flighteft 
ififulf,  much  more  fuch  fcandalous  cxccircs, 

(Signed)  Bernadotte. 

24  Germinal  {\yh  April  \  798). 

5'.  S. — M.  do  Thugut  is  dcfircd  to  remark,  that  there  is  much 
^^jff)n  to  complain  of  the  agents  of  the  police.  Several  indi- 
viduals, who  laid  that  they  were  employed  by  the  police,  were 
'Wjiiircd  to  difperfc  the  allemblage  ;  but  inftead  of  fulfilling  the 
'"*cnti(m^  of  tfic  ambalfador,  they  remained  cool  fpcdlatorj  of 
'fitfc  revolting  diforders, 

P  p  a  Second 


\ 


Stcond  Ntte» 

THE  ambaflador  of  the  French  republic  informs  anew  M.  ie 
Thuffut,  that  the  frenzy  of  the  people  is  fuch,  that  all  the  panes 
of  gkfs  of  the  houfe  have  been  broken   by  the  Itoncs  thrown 
againft  them.     He  advifes  him,  that  the  alTemblage  is  already  in- 
creafed  to  upwards  of  three  thoufand  perfons,  and  that  the  guards 
in  the  environs  of  the  houfe,  far  from  prote£ling  it,  remain  ap- 
proving fpeftators  of  the  caprice  and  fury  of  the  people — their 
inertnefs  encourages  them.     The  ambafTador  cannot  hot  believe^ 
that  this  fcandalous  fcene  is  tolerated,  or  rather  excited^  by  the 
authorities  which  adopt  no  meafures   to  put  an  end  to  it.     He 
fees  with  as  much  pain  as  regret,  that  the  dignity  of  the  French' 
people  is  wounded  by  the  infult  offered  to  the  ambaifador,  who 
has  vainly  invited  the  crowd  to  feparate  and  retire  peaceably  tor 
their  habitations.     At  the  very  moment  in  which  the  ambafTador 
18  Writing,  the  fury  of  the  populace  is  fuch,  that  the  gates  have 
been  broken  by  the  (lones  thrown  againfl  them^ and  that  in  prefence 
of  the  guards:  the  tri-coloured  (landard  has  jud  been  torn  away 
by  the  mutinous    populace.      The  ambalTador,    not  being  able 
to    renriain    longer   in    a   country  where  the  mod  facred  laws 
are  violated,    where  the  mod  facred  treaties  are  trodden  under 
feet,  demands  of  M.  de  Thugut  a  paifport  to  return  to  France 
with  all  the  legation  ;  unlefs  M.  de  Thugut,  reproving  this  vio- 
lation of  the  rights  of  nations,  would  prefer  proclaiming  in  the 
dreets  of  Vienna,  that  the  Audrian  government,  having  takea 
no  part  in  the  infults  and  outrages  exercifed  againd  the  Frenck. 
republic,  formally  difavows  them  ;  and  direds  that  the  authors 
and  accomplices  be  fought  after  and  punidied-  in  an  exemplarjf 
manner.     On  this  condition  alone,  and  with  an  obligation  oim. 
the  part  of  the  Audrian  government  to  replace  the  tri-coloiire«ft 
fiandard,  and  to  caufe  it  to  be  hoided  by  a  civil  or  military  office ic 
in  the  houfe  of  the  French  ambairidor,  the  ambaifador  can  re- 
main.    M.  de  Thugut  mud   fee  that  the  time  prefles,  that  tlm« 
moments  are  precious,  and  that  thcrcfcyc  he  owes  to  the  ambtC— 
fador  a  prompt  and  categorical   reply  to  all  the  points  of  his  de- 
mand.    The  ambaifador  befidcs  obferves  to  M.  de  Thugut,  th^^ 
fcveral  perfons  of  the  legation  have  been  obliged  to  releafe  thencs** 
felvesfrom  the  fury  of  the  populace  fword  in  hand. 

(Signed)  BernADOTTE. 


Third  Note. 


THE  ambaflador  of  the  French  republic  informs  M.dcTht^ 
gut,  that  the  tumult  and  exceffes  of  all  kinds  have  laded  f(^^ 
five  hours  ^  that  no  police  officer  has  yet  been  to  him  ;  that  a  i^ 
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riOQS  populace  is  in  pofleflion  of  different  parts  of  his  habitation^ 
vhere  the  fcditioiis  break  every  thing  they  meet  with ;  that  tho 
ambafladory  the  fecretaries  of  legation,  the  officers  and  French 
citizens  who  were  with  him,  are  obliged  to  retire  to  an  apart- 
BKnt,  where,  with  the  difpofition  that  charaderiz^s  French  re* 
publicans,  they  awaii  the  event. 

The  ambaliador  can  no  longer  remain  in  an  unhofpitabie  city, 
where  they  viulatc  in  fo  frightful  a  manner  the  principles  that 
Unite  nations,  the  rights  of  people  confecrated  by  the  refpe£i  of 
ill  civilized  pcrfons  :  he  requires  his  Imperial  Maje(ly*s  minifter 
for  foreign  affairs  to  fend  him  the  neceffary  paflfports  for.himfelf 
and  for  all  the  Frenchmen  who  are  to  go  with  him.  The  fending 
of  this  pairport  ought  to  be  haftened  fo  much  the  more,  becaufe 
the  crowdv  on  the  point  of  breaking  into  the  room  where  the 
French  citizens  wait  for  it,  drew  back  only  at  the  moment  in 
i^hich  fome  fervants  were  obliged  to  ufe  fire-arms  againft  them* 

(Signed)  B£RNadotte. 

P.  S.  This  laft  note  which  the  ambaflador  of  the  French  re- 
public deftines  for  M.  de  Thugut,  is  fufKciently  marking  in  its 
objeft  for  him  not  to  perceive  that  it  is  the  third  which  will 
have  been  addreffed  to  him,  without  any  reply  having  followed 
the  two  firft. 


Reply  of  M.  de  Thugut^  13/A  Jprit  1798. 

IT  is  with  infinite  pain  that  the  minifter  for  foreign  ai&irs 
fcas  learnt  the  diforders  which  are  the  fubjeftof  the  notes  which 
the  citizen  ambaffador  of  the  French  republic  has  addrelTed  to  him 
this  evening.     The  minifter  will  make  an  exadl  report  to  his  Im- 

fJrial  Majcfty,  and  he  doubts  not  that  he  will  feel  much  difpleafure, 
he  citizen  ambaffador  may  be  perfuaded,  that  no  means  fhall 
be  neglcQed  to  examine  into  the  events  of  this  evening  with  all 
the  rigour  prefcribed  by  juftice,  and  with  the  fincere  intercd 
which  the  Auftrian  government  will  ever  attach  to  the  cultivatioa 
rfthc  amity  fo  happily  re-cftablifhed  between  the  two  powers, 

(Signed)  The  Baron  de  Thugut. 


l^ote  addrejjed  by  the  Ambaffador  Bernadotte  to  the  Emperor, 

HIS  Imperial  Majefty  cannot  fail  to  have  been  informed  of 
Ac  exceffes  commited  againfl  the  embaffy  of  the  French  repub- 
lic. Three  fucceffive  notes  have  been  addreffed  by  the  ambaf!ador 
to  M.  Baron  de  Thugut,  to  announce  to  him  the  beginning  and 
progrefs  of  the  tumult.  He  has  feen  all  the  period  of  danger 
thpfe  without  receiving  any  anfwer  ;  and  it  was  not  til!  three  in 
'ihe  morning  that  he  received  at  length  a  note  very  little  calculated 

to 
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to  frilfil  his  expectation.     So  extraordinary  a  conduA  places  the 
ambalVador  of  the  French  republic  in  the  lituation  of  inviting  his 
Imperial  Majclty  to  caufe  the  dilfcrcnt  notes  fcnt  to  his  miniilcr 
for  foreign  affairs  to  be  liid  hcfoic  him.     It  is  with  regret  that 
he  entreats  Iiis  Imperial  Majclly  to  obfervc,  that  among  rhc  num- 
ber  of  his  rcclainatioi^s  i?  the  demr.nd  of  paf sports,  ot  which  he 
is  forced  to  m-iki:  life  to  go  and  recti vc  the  orders  of  the  govern- 
rnent  to  wl.ich  he  has  the  honour  to  bcior.g.      In  rcmovin^'  from 
this  refidenoc  l.'i  Iha!!  rarry  v.iih  him  the  ccnfoiatory  cerrainrvcf 
having  negLctcd  noir.i'ig  to  cor.*. ince  hib  Imperial   Mjjcily  of 
the  pacific  and  a!i:ii«I.ilc  difbiyil lions  whi^h  ilie   French  gov^'rn- 
menr  entertains   \\\:h   regan!  to  him.     Another  inoilve  of  faiif. 
fa<Elion  is  derived  from   tiic  p».Tinafion,  that  his  Imperial  Maj.iiy 
is  deeply  arHicted  bv  tuc  allaclc  directed   a:;a;nit  the  repreftnta!i\c 
of  a  friendly  government ;  and  that  all  the  mcafurcs  which  tiic 
circumllances  required  would  have  hr;ci]  immediately  adopted,  if 
the  intentions  of  his  Iinptrial   Maicilv    liad   been  faiihfullv  lal- 
filled.     The  arrjballadt)r  hopes,  thia   liiO  iiitiirc:  will  confirm  this 
opinion  in  a  fiL'nal  mariner,  and  thut  a  jiift  reparation  will  prove 
to  the  Execiilivc  Direclory  of  the  Fren»^h  republic,  that  his  Im- 
perial  Majelly   forms   wiilies  as  fiiiCcre  as  iljcy  do  for  the  main- 
tenance of  good  underftanding  between  tlx  two  nations. 

(Signed)  Beknadotte, 

:?5  Gennhml  (14  April). 


Jlnjivcr  of  the  Imperial  ATiniJltv^  Count  Collorcdoy  to  the  ahve  Note* 

THE'  minifter  of  the  cabinet,  Count  Collorcdo,  has  the  ho- 
nour, in  obedience  to  the  orders  of  his  Imperial  Majelly  the 
Emperor,  to  lignify  to  tlic  citizen  ambalFador  of  the  French  re- 
public, that  his  Majcfty  has  heard,  with  much  nncafmcfs,  of  the 
cxceilcs  and  diforders  committed  in  the  preceding  night;  that  his 
Majelly  was  no  fooncr  informed  of  them,  than  lie  fent  proper 
orders  both  to  the  commandant  of  the  troops  and  the  miniftcrcf 
police  ;  and  from  their  known  zeal  there  can  he  no  doubt  of  his 
intentions  having  been  fnl filled,  as  far  as  circnmftanccs  woulfl 
permit  ;  that  ti.e  l^mpcror  hcp^s  tiic  citizen  ambaffador  will  not 
perlift  ill  tlic  Heps  hvi  mentions,  but  vvill  conf'dcr  the  inconvcni* 
cncies  likely  to  anfe  from  any  report  of  a  difagreement  between 
the  two  poweis  ;  a  rej;ort  which  the  departure  oi  the  anihafliidor 
from  Vienna  could  not  fail  to  excite;  that  his  MajcAy  has  or- 
dered tile  Count  de  Saurau  and  Baron  L*cgclman  to  repair,  in  the 
coUife  of  the  day,  to  the  citizen  amballador,  in  order  to  furnittl 
lights  upon,  and  to  veiify  all  the  fadts,  and  to  remove  all  juH 
motive  of  complaint  on  his  part,  to  the  fatisfjclion  of  all  par'iiefc 
The  Emperor  J  in  commanding  the  nndivfigued  to  teiUty  thefe 

feati 
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emimentft  to  the  ambaffador,  has  alfo  directed  him  to  add  his 
ifluranccs  of  his  Majcfty*s  unalterable  rcfolution  to  prcferve  the 
fneadOiip  and  good  undcrfbnding  fo  happily  ellablifhed  between 
the  two  powers ;  a  rcfolution,  the  finccrity  of  \>'hich  is  placed 
beyond  ail  doubt,  by  the  punduallty  with  which  his  Majetty  has 
complied  with  all  the  f^ipulations  of  the  treaty  o^  Campo  t'ormio. 
The  underfigned  entreats  the  citizen  aiiibalfador  to  accept  the 
affurances  of  his  high  coniidcration. 

COJLLOREDO. 


Proclamation  tJJUed  at  Vlcmia  on  the  i^h  Afay  1 798* 

HIS  Majefty  the  l.!mpcror  has  received,  with  the  utmoft  fatif- 
faflion,  the  various  proofs  of  loyalty  and  aiiat^hinent  manifefted 
by  the  good  citizens  of  this  metropolis  on  fo  many  occafions 
fince  his  acccHion  to  the  ihroi.c  ;  and  thcfc  proofs  are  the  more 
pleaiing  to  his  paternal  fc«,*!i:igs,  as  they  were  always  attended 
with  love  of  order,  propriety  of  conduvt,  and  a  peaceful  de- 
meanour. For  the  hilt  tiir.e,  \\\^  iVIajefty  learned  ycilerday,  to 
bis  great  difpleafurc,  thut  foinc  iniiabitants  of  this  capital,  de- 
viating from  the  pitli  ot  lavvfj;!  ord^^r,  and  led  adray  by  an  ill- 
judged  zeal,  allowed  ihemfclvcs  to  commit  feveral  adls  of  violence 
'n  the  houfc  of  tlie  Trench  aiiibailbdor,  and  to  dilturb  the  public 
tranquillity  and  peace.  His  Majclly  expefls  that  from  this 
moment  no  well-dilpofcJ  citizen,  cither  directly  or  indiredljTy 
will  encourage  any  turther  airemblagc,  bur,  on  the  contrary,  will 
Wert  himfelf  to  tiic  utmolt  extent  of  his  abilities  to  reilorc  order 
tnd  tranquillity.  But  if,  contrary  to  ihis  expectation,  any  inha- 
bitants of  this  city  ihouid  attempt  again  to  difturb  the  peace  of 
'heir  fellow-citizens,  the  fame  Ihali  be  profecuicd  and  puniihcd 
according  to  the  utmoft  rigour  of  the  law. 


— «• 


Cifj  of  a   Letter  from  Citizen   BcrnadottCy  ^mbajjador  from  tht 
French  Republic  to  the  Court  of  f^iennay  to  Citizen  Bachery  ATi*- 
-    nifter  at  Ratijbon. 

Vienna^  24th  Germinal  f  April  14^,  6:h  Tear. 

THE  violent  attack  on  the  French  cmbafly,  of  which  the 
hpal  government  gave  the  firfl  example,  has  been  repeated  at 
'Vienna.  I  had  caufed  a  fmall  tri-coloured  flag  to  be  difplayed  , 
before  my  hotel,  to  fupply  the  place  of  the  arms  of  the  republic, 
''rtitch  I  had  not  yet  procured.  About  feven  o'clock  in  tfie  evening 
>^  riotous  mob,  the  blind  indruments  of  fomc  defigning  perfons, 
Uledcd  under  my  windows,  and  uttered  violent  threats  ^nd 
Pttcrations  againft  the  national  colours.  I  went  down,  and 
iodeavoured  to  perfuade  them  to  difpeife,   but  without  efitd, 

Sooie 
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Snme  perfons,  who  called  chemfelves  agents  of  the  fiolioef  h 
their  jnadlivity  in  4>p|^flng  them,  in  (a&  induced  thesa  to  (U] 
and  feemed  to  promife  them  impunity.  They  foon  proceedc 
from  ithreats  to  open  a€ts  of  violence.  An  armed  force,  moi 
than  fufficient  to  reftrain  the  rioters,  or  ^ven  to  dilperfe  theoa 
remained  mere  fpedaturs  of  the  miichief  they  did  ;  and  thei 
ftoertnefs  contriibutefl  to  incrcafe  the  fury  of  the  jnuhkude.  Th> 
rioters  no\T  broke  open  the  doors  of  the  houfe,  and  forced  thei 
ivay  into  the  court-yard,  (liouting,  *^  Death  and  deilru£lion  t( 
the  French  !"  Death  we  indeed  expeded,  but  our  laft  momenta 
would  have  been  terrible  to  our  alfailants,  for  we  were*  deter- 
mined to  fell  our  lives  dear.  Three  of  thefe  ruffians  attemptec 
to  force  their  way  up  the  fiairs  ;  but  three  piftol  (hots  from  m; 
attendants  puni(hed  them  for  their  temerity.  This  pppofition 
«yhich  they  probably  did  not  expe£i,  fomewhat  damped  thei 
CQucage,  and  they  wreaked  their  vengeance  on  the  carriages  an 
^her  dFcfis  in  the  court-yard,  which  they  fuppofed  to  be  our 
At  laft,  after  we  had  been  left  five  hours  expofed  to  the  fury  c 
tthefe  'banditti^  a  detachment  of  cavalry,  whioh  had  long  beei 
there,  was  ordered  to  a£l,  and  foon  cleared  the  court-yard  an 
adjoining  places  of  the  mob. 

As  the  rights  of  nations,  and  the  honour  of  the  French  ft 
fiublic,  have  been  thus  fcandaloufly  infulted  in  my  perfon,  and 
abe  Aufbian  government  did  not  appear  willing  to  make  .fuitabk 
woompenfation,  I  propofe  to-mctrow  to  leave  Vienna  and, replil 
to  I^oftadt,  there  to  wait  the  further  orders  of  the  Dire&ory. 

In  the  mean  time  I  flatter  myfelf,  that  a  breach  between  the 
two  nations  will  not  be  the  neceifary  confequence  of  this  (hame- 
iu\  tranfadion  ;  and  that  Francis  II.  when  he  is  more  fully io' 
formed  of  ail  the  circumftances,  will  give  that  fatisiaAiou  to >tb^ 
French  republic  which  it  has  a  right  to  require. 

Health  and  fraternity. 

(Signed)  BSRNADGTTE. 


— •" 


The  Ambajfador  of  the  French  Republic  refiding  in  the  CifatpimR^ 
public  to  the  two  Councils  of  the  latter  Republic* 

Citizens  Legiflators,  Milan,  lybFru^idcr  (Sept.  i). 

'^OU  cannot  be  ignorant  of  the  ftate  of  diforganisation  a8( 
•*•  debility  under  which  your  country  now  labours  :  neither  cU 
you  be  ignorant  of  the  dangers  with  which  it  is  threatened. 

A  condltution  too  frequently  violated  to  be  able  ftillito  ittiifl 

any  power,  or  to  aifert  and  maintain  the  rights  of  citixens)  ^ 

^vernment  deftituic  of  means,  equally  impotent  to  do  whitii 

good,  or  to  prevent  what  is  evil  ;  a  ruinous  and  iU-conceitt^ 

adaiiniftration  \  a  military  eftablUhment  of  no^Gacji  though  oi 

immenA 
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Immenfe  expenfe ;  finances  mod  fhockingly  difbrdered  and  ex- 
haufted  ;  no  republican  inftitiitions  ;  no  pl^n  of  public  inflruc* 
tion  ;  no  coherency  ;  no  uniformity  in  the  code  of  the  civil  Jaws : 
every  where  fymptoms  of  infubordination^  want  of  fpirit,  and 
dilapidations  left  unpuniflied  ;  in  a  word,  the  mod  frightful  anc) 
ac^otnplifhed  anarchy  :  fuch  is  the  pidlure  now  exhibited  by  the 
Ciialpine  republic. 

Injurious  fufpicions  circulated  with  a£livity  in  order  to  fpread 
falfe  alarms ;  calumniating  accufations  brought  againft  the  beft  citi- 
zens,  in  order  to  render  them  odious,  or  to  alienate  their  afFedious  ; 
weak  men  led  aftray  by  the  advice  of  the  perfidious,  .who  en- 
courage and  propagate  error  ;  the  enemies  of  liberty  fecretly  fo- 
menting inteftine  broils ;  cabals  and  parties  afTociating  together 
at  the  inftigation  of  a  few  partifans  of  fedition  ;  thefe  parties 
continually  menacing  and  provoking  each  other ;  civil  war  on  the 
point  of  being  kindled  in  your  towns :  fuch  are  the  dangers,  fuch 
file  calamities  that  mud  foon  reduce  your  country  to  defolation 
and  ruin. 

Your  friend  and  ally,  the  French  republic,  could  not  perceive 
Ac  gaping  of  this  abyfs  without  horror  and  alarm ;  already  the 
anxiety  of  the  French  government,  eager  to  clofc  that  abyfs,  had 
difcovered  the  means  of  giving  a  new  exiilence  to  the  Cifalpine 
'cpublic,  by  bottoming  its  liberties  on  a  more  folid  bafirs  ^  but 
nice  even  to  a  fcruple,  it  wifhed  that  you  yourfelvcs  (hould  adopt 
demeans  of  falvation. 

It  is  in  order  to  fulfil  thefe  intentions.  Citizens  Legiflators, 
flwt  I  have  here  called  you  together;  that  I  have  exhibited  the 
<lcpIorable  fituation  of  your  country,  and  that  I  have  invited  you. 
^ith  a  fraternal  zeal,  to  difcover  the  bed  means  of  faving  and 
^ndcring  it  more  happy. 

As  the  reprcfcntative  of  an  allied  power,  and  wanned  with 
Ac  fpirit  which  animates  the  French  government,  I  only  under- 
cook merely  to  hint  fuch  advice  as  is  generally  given  by  one 
friend  to  another.  It  appeared  to  me,  that  it  was  your  duty 
alone  to  adopt  the  meafurcs  which  are  fo  urgently  called  for  in 
Ac  prefent  alarming  crifis,  by  the  fafety  of  the  people  whofe 
<kfliny  is  entrufted  to  your  hands. 

■    You  are  well  acquainted  with  the  dangers  of  your  fituation  ; 

you  have  acknowledged  the  extent  and  magnitude  of  the  evils 

^hich  I  have  pidured  out  to  you  ;  you  have  approved  the  falutary 

tncafures  which  I  fuggeftcd,  and  neverthelefs  you  have  refufed  to 

pot  them  into  pradicc.     You  did  not  imagine  yourfelves  to  ht 

\  teftcd  with  fuflScient  power  to  enable  you  to  fecure  the  liberty  of 

jwir  fellow-countrymen,  and  to  confolidatc  their  happinefs ;  in 

r  rtn  did  I  cite  the  examples  of  the  French  nation  and  of  its  rc- 

jpltfentativcs,  amidd  the  memorable  events  that  have  founded  or 

&ml  the  French  republic  ,  in  vain  did  I  afliirej  that  every  thing 

'  Vol.  VII.  Q^q  become? 
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becomes  legitimate  nndcr  the  imperious  law  of  neceflity.  Thcfe 
powcriul  con fidcrat ions  were  unable  to  determine  your  refolu^ 
tions ;  you  have  declined  the  honour  of  being  yourfelves  the  re- 
generators of  your  country. 

It  were  cruel »  however,  that  the  people  (hould  become  the 
viftim  of  your  fcruples  ;  but  this  furcly  is  not  your  intention^ 
and  I  willingly  do  yqu  t,hc  juftice  to  think  fo.  Your  uncertain- 
ties, your  hefitationS)  may,  notwithftandingy  prove  fatal  to  the 
people.  Well !  the  French  republic  Rands  forward,  and  is 
ready  to  hold  out  an  auxiliarv  hand  to  her  friend.  It  is  (he  who, 
in  my  perfon,  takes  upon  hcrfelf  to  refcuc  her  from  the  dif- 
aders  with  which  (lie  is;  threatened,  and  to  prepare  and  forward 
her  profperity.  When  the  Cifalpine  people  behold  the  re-efta- 
bllOiment  of  order — when  they  fee  economy  fubftltuted  to  a 
fyftem  of  financial  diflipation,  and  tlie  caufe  of  liberty  ftrength- 
cned  and  confirmed,  they,  will  doubtlefs  do  juAice  to  the  purity  of 
the  motives  that  aAuate  her  ally,  and  will  one  day  gratefully  ac- 
knowledge this  new  mark  of  friendfhip  and  attachment. 

Ib  confequence  of  this  determination  which  you,  Citizens  Le- 
giflators,  have  compelled  me  to  adopt,  I  openly  declare,  that  I 
am  .now  about  to  produce  changes  both  in  your  conftltution  and 
in  your  government,  in  your  internal  legiflation  and  adminiftra- 
tion  ;  for  there  are  to  be  found  the  primary  caufes  of  all  the  dif- 
orders  which  you  yourfelves  fo  bitterly  lament :  nor  let  it  be  ima- 
gined that  this  ftep  in  the  lead  infringes  on  your  independence; 
on  the  contrary,  is  it  not  doing  it  homage,  to  prevent  its  being 
committed  and  e^pofed  r  And  what  means  have  you  of  preferv- 
ing  it,  if  the  difurders  that  fur  round  you  deprive  you  of  all  vi«- 
gour  ? — (hall  you  be  independent  when  you  ihall  be  no  more? 

I  will  now  repeat  the  reafons  that  render  thcfe  reforms  indifpen^ 
fably  urgent. 

The  legiQative  body  of  the  Cifalpine  republic  has  feen  the 
number  of  its  members  incrcafe  to  two  hundred  and  forty ;  this 
degree  of  reprefentation  bore  no  proportion  whatever  to  the  ex— 
tent  and  population  of  the  Republic.  The  Cifalpine  people  wcr^ 
rcprefcnted  in  a  twofold  proportion  more  than  the  French  peo 
pie — the  frecft  of  the  globe;  that  political  fuperfluity  was  f up 
ported  at  the  cxpcnfe  and  detriment  of  the  other  departments  o^ 
government — two  hundred  and  forty  crowded  together  to  no  piir 
pofc  in  the  legiflative  alfemblics,  while  the  adminiftraiions^  th^  -^ 
tribunals  of  juilice,  were  deprived  of  the  light  of  their  talents  ^ 
moreover,  fuch  an  excefb  in  the  rcpreferitation  was  a  very  heav^"^* 
burden  upon  the  people,  whereas  it  is  from  the  contribution^^ 
of  the  people  that  the  lojjillators  and  all  the  public  officers  dcriyr  ^ 
their  falaries.  It  is  our  duty  to  cafe  the  people  by  diminifhing  th^  ^' 
expenfes  of  the  ftatc.  The  national  reprefentation  (hould  h«  x^a^^ 
^.ftabliOied  on  its  true  fcmidations  \  the  number  of  o^e  hundred  ^=^ 
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and  tfen  deputies  is  the  neared  proportion  to  the  population  of  the 
republic. 

I  therefore,  Citizens  Reprefentative9>  deem  it  my  duty  to  re- 
duce to  eighty  the  number  of  members  that  arc  to  cionftitute  the 
Great  Council,  and  to  forty  the  number  of  ihofe  who  are  to 
conftiiute  the  Council  of  Ancients. 

I  have  already  obfcrved,  that  the  diforders,  the  dangers,  the 
evils  that  attend  your  republic,  originate  in  the  incoherence  bf 
the  focial  organization,  in  the  quarrels  that  had  prcvioufly  arifc!n 
between  the  two  fupreme  powers  refpefting  the  extent  of  their 
authority,  and  in  the  civil  difcord  that  fprung  out  of  thofe  con- 
tentions. It  is  therefore  upon  the  focial  organization  that  a  re- 
forming hand  is  now  to  be  fet  to  work ;  it  muft  be  recom- 
poundcd,  and  receive  more  folid  foundations  and  jufter  propor- 
tions: the  different  authorities  in  their  mutual  relations  to  each 
other,  call  for  more  confiftency,  and  each  in  particular  for  more 
energy.  In  the  crifis  in  which  you  arc  now  placed,  it  is  impolTi- 
ble  to  wait  for  the  period  fixed  for  revifing  them^  Such  a  delay, 
during  which  the  reign  of  anarchy  muft  be  prolonged,  would 
prove  fatal  to  liberty. 

It  is  therefore  indiipcnfably  necelTary  to  make  feveral  changes 
in  the  conftitutional  a^ :  the  French  government  pays  as  much 
Kfpefl  as  you  can  to  the  fundamental  laws  of  free  nations;  but 
tne  conftitution  by  which  you  are  direfled,  is  nothing  more  than 
2.  kind  of  military  ordonnance,  which  the  nation  has  not  yet 
fanflioned,  neither  by  its  immediate  acceptation  nor  by  its  fiif- 
"age  for  nominating  to  the  different  public  employments.  It 
therefore  cannot  be  regarded  as  a  definitive  plan  of  government, 
but  as  a  preliminary  eifay,  which  experience  has  demonftrated  to 
be  vicious  in  many  particulars.  It  is  but  candour  to  confcfs  it-— 
the  French  conftitution,  when  fquared  on  the  rule  of  the  Cifal- 
pine,  is  difproportioned  to  the  extent  of  that  republic ;  but, 
.  ^;hile  it  proves  excellent  for  the  great  nation,  it  would  overbur- 
den and  opprcfs  you — it  would  be  the  armour  of  a  man  on  the 
body  of  a  child ;  it  crufhes,  inftcad  of  protecting  it.  The 
Cifalpine  conftitution  has  created  two  fupreme  powers,  which, 
■Without  fixed  rules,  or  fufficient  means,  have  permitted  the 
public  authority  to  become  vilified  and  degraded  in  their  hands. 

The  great  number  of  your  territorial  divifions  had  multiplied 

your  adminiftrations,    your  tribunals,    and  the  agents  of  every 

f  kind.     All  thcfe  public  officers  were  to  be  paid,  as  if  they  had  to 

■M  in  a  much  more  extenfive  circle  :  it  was  by  thefe  means  that 

.  dieexpenfes  of  the  internal  adminiftration  had  fwoUen  to  immehfe 

•films,  evidently  beyond  the  means  of  the  people.     The  amount 

of  the  money  in   fpecie  which  it  was  neceflary  fliould  be  paid 

crcry  year  in  falaries  for  fo  many  employments,  was  loft  both 

Q^q  2  with 
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Vith  refpcft  to  the  other  branches  of  the  public  fervice,  an 
agriculture,  fojc  manufaAures,  and  for  commerce  ;  in  a  ' 
for  every  thing  that  is  connefted  with  the  national  profperity 

The  tree  of  Hfeerty  muft  have  decayed,  fince,  in  order  to 
rifli  with  due  abundance  one  of  its  branches,  its  fap  was 
exhaufted,  and  every  other  branch  was  to  wither  and  dry  uj 
is  now  neceflary  to  return  to  the  genuine  principles  of  po 
economy. 

You  arc  witnedes,  Citizens  Reprcfentatives,  of  the  dif< 
to  which  thefc  defefts  every  day  gave  i-ife.  You  canno 
i:ccolle(S  the  lamentable  divifions  that  have  but  too  freqi 
broken  put  between  the  Councils  and  the  Diredory.  If 
powers  ha^  been  more  diftinftly  feparated — if  their  rcfp 
laflcs  had  been  better  regulated,  wc:  fhould  not  have  wit 
thefe  fcapdalous  proceedings,  and  the  public  adminiR 
vould  not  have  fo  laboured  throughout  all  its  departments. 

While  the  Councils  were  thus  engaged  in  thefe  conten 
they  could  give  no  falutary  efFedl  to  the  laws  w,hich  the  j 
called  upon  them  to  enaft,  and  the  Dircftory  negleSed  exe< 
thofe  that  were  ena£led.  Already  the  internal  authorities 
off  all  fubordination ;  the  fuperintendance  of  the  public  fir 
vras  delivered  over  to  ignorance  or  to  fraud ;  the  body  of  ci 
fplit  into  parties^  in  imitation  of  their  magiftrates ;  the  lav 
maincd  without  vigour ;  the  republic  was  nothing  more  t 
mere  name;  and  anarchy,  the  mod  horrible  anarchy,  a 
firetched  wide  its  deftruftive  arms  over  your  country, 
deplorable  fituation  ftill  continues  at  the  moment  I  am  wi 

It  is  of  the  mod  urgent  neccflity  to  devife  a  fpeedy  reme( 
,  the  evils,  the  pidure  of  which  I  have  juft  been  drawin 
The  French  government  imagines  it  has  difcovcrcd  this  rem< 
propoiing  to  you  a  conftitution  bottomed  upon  the  fame  p 
pies,  and  which  admits  nearly  the  fame  diftribution  of  f 
but  which  at  the  fame  time  muft  prove  far  more  vigorous  ai 
xable. 

Men  of  enlightened  underflandings  had  pointed  out  witt 
minute  precifion  both  the  dcfe£ls  and  the  advantages  of  tho 
conf^itutions  that  of  late  years  have  been  edablifhed,  that  it 
matter  of  no  c)iiliculty  to  exclude  from  this  lad  political  cc 
impcrfeflions  of  thqfe  which  ferved  as  a  model  to  its  fram 

You  will  doubtlpfs  be  fenfible.  Citizens  Legiflators, 
wifdom  and  the  difpofitiop  which  obliges  every  individual, 
would  afpire  to  be  a  citizen,  to  pay  a  certain  contributio 
he  maintains  a  part  of  the  expenfes  of  the  date  before  he 
his  (hare  of  its  enjoyments  ;  nor  can  the  maintenance  of 
order  be  effected  but  by  thofe  who  have  fome  intered  in  pre! 

it. 
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The  right  of  citizen,  the  moft  precious  and  the  moft  hononr* 

able  of  all  right s,  had  been  lavifhed  upon  foreigners  with  a  pe- 

rilous  prodigality  ;  but  that  facility  is  now  checked,  and  you  alfo 

will  undoubtedly  be  of  opinion^  that  previous  to  obtaining  fo  fig- 

nal  an  advantage  in  a  (late  that  is  not  one's  natal  fpot,  certain 

pledges  ought  to  be  given  to  the  country  that  adopts ;  nor  can  that 

country  acquire  thefc  pledges  and  that  fecurity  but  by  a  ferics  of 

a£lions,  and  not  by  a  fingle  individual  a&.     The  enemies  of  the 

republic  might  too  eafily  make  an  ill  ufe  of  that  inconfiderate- 

nefs,  by  cherifliing  within  its  bofom,  under  the  pretext  of  former 

perfecutions,  both  traitors  and  fpies;  in  fme,  foreigners  that  are 

really  pcrfccuted  in   their  rcfpedlive  homes,    ought   to  be  well 

fitisfied   to   meet   with  an  afylum  and    prote&ion   in    another 

country. 

Lefs  frequent  elc£lions  will  be  produflive  of  a  double  advan- 
tage— that  of  giving  more  connexion  and  confiftency  to  legifla- 
tive  plans,  and  fettling  a  fyftem  of  admi nitration  that  will  lefs 
frequently  call  away  an  agricultural  people  from  their  ufeful 
labours. 

By  beftowing  upon  the  Executive' DireSory  a  greater  degree 
of  power  and  confiilency,  you  will  eafily  perceive  that  the  mo- 
tions  of  the  political  machine  will  henceforward  be  lefs  compli- 
cated, and  confequently  more  eafy,  and  produAive  of  more  im* 
mediate  advantages.  You  will  not  have  to  apprehend  that  they 
gin  rife  to  ferious  inconveniencies  or  real  dangers  to  the  coun- 
ty' \  for  you  know  that  (he  legiilature  is  vigilant,  and  will  always 
check  the  ufurpations  and  correal  the  abufes  of  power. 

Nor  (hould  1  find  the  lead  difficulty  in  juitifying  every  ar- 
We  of  this  conftltution :  it  is  in  fome  mcafure  the  fruit  of  ex- 
P^ience ;  it  is  the  mofl  perfcft  and  complete  condition  of  your 
prefcnt  conftitution  ;  it  is  even  the  pcrfedion  of  the  Roma:i 
^onftitutiun,  which  might  already  be  confiderably  amended  in  its 
^^prefcntativc  fyftem. 

By  giving,  in  fine,  more  energy  and  confiftency  to  the  diflfcrent 
Apartments  of  government,  it  guarantees  in  a  furcr  manner 
Quality,  liberty,  fecurity,  thofe  rights  fo  juftly  dear  to  man,  and 
^hich  are  at  the  fame  time  the  bafis  and  the  cflcntial  conditions  of 
'he  focial  contraft. 

Swayed  by  motives  thus  powerful,  I  feci,  Citizens  Legillators, 

^^at  I  confer  the  moll  precious  favour  on  your  country  by  giving 

*^  in  the  name  of  the  French  republic,    and  by    order  of  the 

'rcnch  government,    the  new  conftitution,  which   I  annex   to 

*he  prefcnt.     This  conftitution  1  offer  you,  in  order  that  it  be 

"^mediately  fublliiutcd  in  the  room  of  the  former  one  :  I  entreat 

y^u  to  acknowledge  it  as  the  fundamental  law  of  the  ftate,  and 

*^  prefcnt  an  addrcfs  to  the  Cifalpinc  people,  announcing  to  them 

-^^t  you  are  fully  fenfible  of  its  adyantages-^that  this  if  the  confti. 

tutioii 
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tut  ion  th^t  niuit  henceforward  be  their  rule— and  that  it  muft  be 
cx(.cutcd  and  rcipwdted  by  all  the  cxiiUng  authorities  and  by  every 
ciiiz.cn. 

.1  alfo  tranfmit  to  yoii.  Citizens  LcgidatorSy  the  new  tcrrito- 
lial  ciivillon  ot  t!ie  Cifalpine  republic.  Hliis  redu«Slion  of  tltc 
number  of  departments,  the  neceility  of  which  i^as  fo  long  felt, 
iiras  made  without  the  lead  regard  to  local  intercds,  and  tbefug- 
geilions  or  prejudices  of  individuals. 

It  is  neccirary  that  it  be  adopted  and  executed  in  like  nuioner, 
in  order  to  prevent  tlie  numberlefs  remonilrances  and  endlefsdir* 
cufTions  of  thofe  intcrefis  and  thofc  prejudices  which  are  always 
hodile  to  the  general  good. 

Three  other  laws  have  been  prepared — one  for  the  organiution 
of  the  Icgiilative  Councils,  for  their  internal  regulation,  and  for 
the  form  of  their  deliberations.  You  will  more  efpccially  ob« 
ferve,  that  it  fixes  the  number  of  deputies  that  each  department 
ihall  fend  to  each  of  the  two  Councils  at  the  next  cledions,  and 
the  mode  in  which  the  two  Councils  are  to  be  renewed  by  the 
admiflion  of  a  new  third. 

The  fccoad  law  refpcAs  the  organization  of  the  adminiftra- 
tivc  bodies. — It-determines,  in  a  fummary  manner,  the  funfiions 
of  the  departmental  admin iftrators,  and  likewife  ihofe  of  the 
municipal  admin iitrators.  It  eftabli flies  the  power  of  the  Di- 
rciflory,  for  the  firft  time  to  nominate  to  the  places  of  the  ad- 
minldrations,  until,  in  the  eighth  year,  the  eledoral  aflemblies 
Ihail  renew  them  by  the  admillion  of  a  third. 

Ladly,  the -third  law  has  for  its  obje(9:  the  organization  of  the 
tribunals,  nor  are  the  circumdances  that  attend  it  lefs  intcrefting 
than  the  former.  You  have  to  organize  the  judice  of  the 
fcare,  the  civil  and  the  correftive  tribunals;  the  criminal  tri- 
bunals, and  tholl-  of  calTation  and  of  executive  judice.  Yot 
have  to  dctermiiu;  v/hich  is  the  authority  that  dial  I  ch<x>fe  youi 
public  judges  and  accufcrs,  fundtlons  which  they  are  to  difchargi 
fill  the  cicilion  of  the  eighth  year.  The  law  which  you  arc  u 
2iio|)t  prefer ibe^  t:;e  mode  of  thefe  nominations  ia  a  clear  aoi 
prccifc  manner  ;  and  through  the  provifions  of  this  law,  and  o 
the  two  preceding  ones,  \our  Executive  Diredlory  will  be  ena 
bled  to  put  into  immediate  activity  all  the  departments  of  you 
government,  and  to  make  the  Cifalpine  people  experience  th 
happineis  ot  an  organisation  purely  republican  and  conflitu 
lion  a). 

It  IS  to  ^ive  \ou  a  complete  fydem  of  legiflation  that  may  mak 

every  citi/.en  fenfiblc  of  the  advantages  of  this  new  organizatior 

that  ]  call  upon  you  to  choofc  from  among  your  own  body  eigh 

otnmidioncrs,  upon   whom  you  will  i^ipofe  the  taflc  of  prepai 

ii)i;jhis  great  work  within  the  prefent-  month*     Such  is jhe  ip 

tk;iuon  o!  the  1  icnch  {Executive  Diredory.   .  It  dvc$  not  even  tc 

a  moiuer 
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moment  lofe  fight  of  the  interefts  of  your  republic  ;  it  pcrfeSIf 
icoileds  that  It  has  given  birth  to  your  republic,  and  that  it 
aght  for  a  length  of  time  to  (hield  it  under  its  parental  pro- 
iftion,  but  efpecially  during  this  firft  year.  It  would  alfo  have 
rdcntly  wiihed  that  you  had  given  to  the  Cifalpine  peoj/Ie  the 
^t  law,  that  is,  to  regenerate  all  the  departments  of  your 
inancial  fyllem ;  it  has  enjoined  Citizen  Fayponlt,  its  commif- 
ary,  to  tranfmit  to  you  the  provifions  of  that  law  ;  but  this  citi- 
xa  has  fecn  with  regret  that,  though  he  may  be  able  to  prepare 
he  principal  provifions  of  it,  yet  there  arc  fome  of  them  for 
which  he  will  be  obliged  to  refort  to  the  aiCitancc  of  the  mem- 
xrs  of  your  financial  commiflion. 

ITicre  is  another  law  which  exifting  circumftances  render  ne- 
ceflary,  and  which  ought  to  meet  with  no  delay  or  obflacle  in  its 
execution  ;  yon  will  find  that  it  follows  the  other  laws :  this  law 
is  relative  to  clubs  and  journals. 

The  hero  to  whom  the  fair  portion  of  Italy  which  you  inha-' 
Ktowcs  the  recovery  of  its  liberty,  warned  and  inftrufled  by 
4e  calamities  of  his  own  country,  had  the  fagacity  to  forefee 
jkuamid'a  well-natured  and  generous,  but  a  warm  and  impaf- 
ioned  people,  political  focieties  would  degenerate  into  fcditious 
'ubs,  and  the  unlimited  liberty  of  the  prefs  would  be  fo  mifufed 
nd  corrupted,  as  to  become  an  unbridled  licentioufnefs,  equally 
ftal  to  the  honour  of  your  fellow-citizens  and  to  the  public  tran- 
uillity.  In  order  to  refcue  you  from  thefc  calamities,  that 
ttraordinary  man  had  given  you  two  laws;  one  left  it  at  the 
ifcretion  of  the  legiflative  body  to  (hut,  as  the  times  might  rc- 
bire,  the  focieties  known  under  the  name  of  conftitutionai 
irclcs':  the  other  fubmittcd  to  the  immediate  fuperintendance 
f  government  all  writings  that  ifliied  publicly  from  the  prefs. 

As  Toon  as  Buonaparte  quitted  Italy,  the  legiflative  body 
ipealed  thcfe  two  laws.  This  was  the  fignal  of  your  inteftinc 
ifenfions.  To  the  facrc'd  love  of  liberty,  which  hitherto  had 
bimated  your  orators  and  periodical  writers,  fuccccded  the 
rv  of  private  paifions,  jealoufy,  hatred,  revenge.  The  mod 
plight  ci'izeiis  v»ere  blackened  with  calumnies — the  pure  fpirit 
f  your  real  patriots  was  infulied  and  blown  upon  by  every  fpe- 
ies  of  outrage  ;  and  it  is  thus  that  liberty  is  made  odious,  even  to 
Itofc  by  whom  it  was  at  firft  idolized. 

,  Lay  hold,  Citizens  Legillalors,  of  this  memorable  circum- 
Eince,  in  order  to  put  an  end  to  all  thcfe  cxceiles.  One  of  the 
Hrs  now  held  out  to  yon  furniflies  you  with  the  neccffary 
fewer:  lay  hold  of  and  imitate  the  example  of  the  French  re- 
nblic ;  like  you,  it  has  groaned  under  the  defpotifni  of  licen- 
fcafnefs ;  its  beft  citizens  daily  fell  viAi'ms  to  the  poifoned 
ttfts  of  calumny  ;  though  on  the  brink  of  deftruSion,  it  fuxn^ 
up  fuiliLicnt  vigour  to  vindicate  itfelf  from  that  tyranny^ 

and 
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•nd  (ince  the  i8th  Frudlidor  it  enjoys  the  bleflings  of  a  wife  and 
Mxll-tempercd  liberty,  the  incxhauftible  fource  of  every  fe- 
licity. 

Every  man  may  utter,  write,  and  publifh  his  thoughts— but 
no  man  has  the  horrid  right  to  propagate  falfehood  with  impu- 
nity, or  morally  to  aflaf&nate  his  fellow-citizens^  by  difturbing 
their  peace  and  embittering  their  happinefs. 

The  French  republic  prefents  you  with  a  law  which  it  has  put 
to  the  ted  of  experience  upon  itfelf — that  law  puts  clubs  and 
periodical  writings  under  the  fuperintending  eye  of  govern* 
ment. 

Citizens  Lcgiflators,  in  order  to  place  your  republic  in  a 
more  impofing  attitude,  and  give  it  a  more  firm  and  rapid  march 
towards  the  happinefs  of  the  people,  it  is  not  enough  to  have 
perfeded  your  inflitutions ;  you  mud  alfo  confide  the  reins  of 
the  (late  to  hands  more  vigorous  than  thofe  that  have  hitherto 
guided  them.  The  work  of  regeneration  would  be  incomplete, 
if,  while  it  redrefTed  meafures,  it  did  not  alfo  extend  to  men:— 
it  is  upon  the  wifdom  and  firmnefs  of  thofe  who  govern,  that 
the  ftabillty  of  public  inftitutions,  the  power  of  a  (late,  the  re* 
fpe£l  which  it  imprefles  upon  its  neighbours,  and  the  general 
happinefs  of  the  people,  depend. 

Jt  was  the  opinion  of  the  French  government  that  the  men  the 
mod  worthy  among  you  of  excrcifing  the  fird  magidraCy  of  the 
date,  were  Citizens  Adelacio,  Aleflandri,  Lamberti,  the  pre- 
fcnt  members  of  the  Executive  Direflory  ;  Sopranzi,  ex-mi- 
nider  of  police ;  and  Luod,  minider  of  judice. 

This  government,  fupported  by  a  more  vigorous  conditution, 
and  guided  ^by  more  prccife  laws,  will  doubtlefs  move  on  in 
unifon  with  the  Councils,  and  with  a  more  quick  and  firmftep 
towards  the  welfare  of  the  republic. 

It  is  by  this  lad  a6l,  Citizens  LegiTlators,  that  I  ftiall  clofe 
the  extraordinary  midion  that  has  been  entruded  to  my  care* 

But  I  feel  it  my  duty  again  to  repeat,  that  I  was  charged  with 
ofiering  you  the  plan  of  this  political  regeneration  merely  in  the 
form  of  an  advice  :  I  was  at  the  fame  time  authorized  to  adopt, 
of  my  own  accord,  fuch  meafures  as  I  might  judge  necefTary  tor 
the  good  of  your  country,  but  which  your  fcruples  would  not 
have  permitted  you  to  enforce.  Upon  thefe  fcruples  you  haw 
adcd  :  you  have  hefitated  refpedling  the  extent  of  your  powei 
from  the  dread  of  calumny;  you  feemed  defirous  that  it  fliouW 
be  the  French  republic  only  that  was  to  gjve  effed  among  you 
to  thofe  falutaiy  reforms,  and  a  due  degree  of  pcrfeAion  to  the 
laws  which  you  hold  from  its  hands. 

I  have  acquicfced  in  your  wifhes;  accept,  therefore,  thofe  lawSj 

accept  them  as  a  new  pledge  of  the  friendihip  of  the  FKnch 
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blki  and  of  the  Ihrely  intereft  which  Its  government  takes  ia 

profperity. 

r  means  of  the&  laws  the  Cifalpine  republic  feels  itfelf  conftl* 

upon  the  moft  folid  foundations  ;  the  two  fupreme  powers 
splaced  within  their  natural  iioiits  ;  the  rights  of  citizens  are 
:  forcibly  aflerted  and  lecured ;  the  reprefentative  fydem  is 
rmed^  becaufe  it  is  fimplified;  the  republican  principles 
ill  and  triumph  over  the  fophifms  and  the  calumnies  of  their 
dorSy  becaufe  they  will  no  longer  involve  cbnfeqqences  fatal 
:  tranquillity  of  the  people  ;  the  enormous  expenditure  of  tho 
nal  adminidration  is  curtailed,  the  government  is  regenerated, 
ifeful  codes,  republican  inftitutions,  beneficent  laws,  are  fo- 
ly  promifed  to  the  nation  by  its  legiflators. 
annex  to  this  letter  a  lift  of  the  members  that  are  to  compo(e 
iro  councils ;  I  likewife  annex  the  new  conftitution  and  the 
lizing  laws  that  accompany  it. 

13  now  my  defire  that  you  give  your  approbation  to  the  choice 
c  members  of  the  Executive  DireSory. 
alfo  call  upon  you,    Citizens  Legiflators,   to  caufe  to  be 
ed  and  publifhed,  as  fpeedily  as  poflible,  the  new  conftitu« 

the  organic  laws,  and  this  letter  which  explains  the  motives 
efe  changes. 

(Signed)  Trouve. 


Proceedikgs  of  thi  Congress  at  Rastadt. 

Decree  reffeiflng  the  Congrcfs. 

Ratijbon^  Nov.  j: 

IE  declaration  determined  upon  by  the  general  Diet  of  the 
Empire,  in  confequence  of  a  deliberation  in  the  three  CoU 
,  upon  the  decree  of  Imperial  commiflion  of  the  i8th  June 
lis  year,  has  been  very  humbly  tranfmitted  to  his  Imperial 
!fty. 

is  Majefty  has  fcen  with  particular  fatisfaftion  the  patriotic 
ments  manifefted  in  that  declaration,  as  well  as  the  lively  in- 
I  which  is  evinced  in  it  for  the  accelerating  of  the  peace  of  the 
Ire.  He  has  at  the  fame  time  deigned  to  confent  to  the  ex- 
ing  of  the  inftruftion  already  determined  upon  and  ratified^ 
ell  as  the  full  powers  necelTary  for  the  deputation  of  the  Em- 
deffined  for  the  grand  work  of  pacification  ;  the  former,  with 
hanges  agreed  upon  by  the  ftates  ;  and  the  latter  comprifing  in 
I  the  immediate  equeftrian  or.^er  of  the  Empire,  conformably 
e  fupreme  intention  manifefted  in  the  decree  of  Imperial  rati- 
ionof  the  19th  November  1693. 

is  Majefty  cxpeds  with  certainty  from  the  deputies  of  the 
l/to  whom  the  Diet  has  juft  given  fo  diftinguiflicd  a  mark  of 
OL.  VII.  Rr  confi* 


'  f    3o6    ) 

confidence  Tand  he  exhorts  (homy  in  th^  t»o(t  pfeflihg  manner^  ii 
the  name  of  the  dear  country,  in  the  name  of  the  laW|  and  IQ  vir 
toe  of  the  Imperial  authority j^  that,  recotteOing  the  importance  c 
the  duties  of  a  deputy  of  the  Empire,  invariably  faithful  to  thi 
law,  and  to  the  prefcrving  the  principles  of  the  integrity  of  th 
German  Empire,  they  will  ciFcSually  fuftain  with  a  generous  fenC 
of  their  duties,  and  with  all  German  firmnefs,  the  common  interef 
and  good  of  the  German  country ;  and  that,  united  with  their  fu 
prcme  chief,  they  will  favour  and  accelerate,  with  all  their  mif^r 
the  conclufton  of  a  juft  and  fuitable  peace,  fininded  upon  the  baQi 
of  the  integrity  of  the  Empire,  and  of  its  conftitution. 

Ill  this  ju(l  endeavour,  his  Imperial  Majefty,  fmce  the  decree 
of  commilHon  of  the  i8th  July  of  this  year,  has  not  dilconlh 
nued  his  efforts  to  haftcn  the  opening  of  a  congrefs  :  and  it  is  a 
great  fatisfadion  to  him  to  be  able  at  length  to  announce  to  the 
general  Diet  of  the  Empire,  that  the  town  of  Raftadt,  already  k 
celebrated  in  the  hiftory  of  this  century,  has  been  chofen  for  th^ 
holding  of  the  approaching  congrefs  for  peace. 

To  confirm  dill  by  deed  his  pacific  wifhes,  and  his  finccredif 
poHtions  for  the  fpeedy  re-eftabli(hmeht  of  public  tranquillity,  fi 
generally  defircd,  his  Majefly,  in  virtue  of  the  right  which  he  ha 
to  execute  the  dcciflons  of  the  Diet,  determines  that  the  ftates  d 
the  Empire  (liall  fend,  without  the  (horteft  delay,  to  the  place  be 
fore  mentioned,  their  deputies  frecommendable,  as  his  Majefty  i 
induced  to  expcd,  by  their  conflitutional  mode  of  thinking,  thei 
re£litudc  and  loyalty),  in  order  that  they  may  be  able  to  proceed  a 
foon  as  pofTible  upon  the  great  work,  and  that  the  congrefs  o 
peace,  expeded  with  fo  much  impatience,  may  be  opened  with 
out  the  fmallcd  delay  :  his  Majefly,  in  his  quality  of  fupreme  hea( 
of  the  Empire,  has  deigned  to  appoint,  to  afllift  at  the  congxtffky  SO 
Imperial  minifler  plenipotentiary,  the  Count  de  Metternfdi 
Vienebourg  and  BeiKlcin,  his  privy  counfellor  and  chambcrlaim 
Icnight  of  the  golden  fleece,  and  of  the  grand  crofs  of  the  order  ^ 
St.  Stephen* 

Finally,  his  Imperial  Majefly,  after  the  proofs  fo  tnukiplied 
and  fo  convincing  of  his  paternal  bene^'olence,  gives  to.thelEiV' 
pire  the  moil  nffedionate  affurance  of  his  moft  energetic  Imperiil 
prctcdion  in  the  important  affair  of  the  pacification  which  i^ 
about  to  be  treated  for ;  a  protection  which  the  general  Diet  of  the 
Empire  demanded  in  fo  pretring  a  manner  from  his  Majefiy  on  die 
nth  of  Auguft  oT  the  prefent  year. 

But  his  Majefty  thinks  himfelf  authorized  on  his  fide,  and  he 
regards  it  even  as  his  duty,  to  demand  from  the  Empire  **  th 
unanimous  fupport  and  afliftance,  to  which  all, and  every  one  aa 
obliged,  by  the  tic  of  the  Germanic  union,  by  the  intereft  whid 
all  the  flatcs  ought  to  take  in  the  fate  of  the  German  country, 
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!fid  by  their  obltgatlon,  which  ought  to  be  the  moft  clear  to  them, 
9  ^v^ch  over  the  prefervation  of  the  body  politic  of  Germany,  and 
^r  coiiiUtution. 


Ccpy  of  the  general  Pozvers  for  the  Deputies  of  the  Empire j  appointed 
to  carry  on  the  Negotiations  for  Peace  at  Ra/fadt  *. 

'WHEREAS   the   Eleftors,  Princes,  and  States  of  the  holy 
Roman  Empire  have   thought    proper  to  choofe  from  amongft 
iticvy  thofc  who,  on  behalf  of  the  Empire,  are  to  aflift  and  to  at- 
tend to  its  intercRs  at  the  negotiations  fortunately  agreed  upon  to 
conclude  a  juft,  convenient,  lafting,  and  general  peace,  between 
his  Imperial   Majcfty,  our  mod  gracious  lord,  and  the  German 
Empire,  on  the  one  part,  and  the  French  republic  on  the  other  ; 
and  whereas  for  this  purpofc  they  have  been  chofen  and  appointed 
from  the  Elc£loraI  College,  Meniz,  and  Saxony  ;  from  that  of  the 
Princes  on  the  part  of  the  Roman  Catholics,  Auftria,  Bavaria, 
Wurzburg ;  from  that  of  the  Proteflants,  Bremen,  Heflc  Darm- 
iladt,  and  Baaden  ;  and  from  the  collcee  of  the  cities  Aufburgh 
and  Frankfort  ;  therefore,  by  the  coh/cnt  and  with  the  approba* 
tion  of  his   Imperial  Majefty,  as  fupreme  chief  of  the  Empire, 
full  powers  are  hereby  granted  them,  forthwith  to  fend  their  fub- 
Ritutcs  to  the  appointed  place  of  the  congrefs  for  peace,  there  to 
appear  with  the  mod  illudrious  Imperial  plenipotentiary,  and  to 
difcofs,  tranfafl,  and  rcfolve,  and  likewife  to  fign  whatever  may 
conduce  to  the  rcfloration  of  a  jufl,  convenient,  lafting,  and  ge- 
neral peace  of  the  Empire,  and  in  general  to  the  common  welfare 
and  tranquillity  of  the  country. 

Now,  \\hatever  fliall  thus  be  tranfafled,  rcfolvcd,  and  figned 
ky  the  above  deputies  of  the  Empire,  either  jointly  or  in  the  cafe 
^  illncfs,  abfcnce,  or  non-appearance  of  fomc  by  thofe  who  arc 
prcfcnt,  together  with  the  atorefaid  Imperial  embafly,  the  fame 
''lull  be  ratified  by  the  whole  Empire,  within  the  Itipulated  time 


•  The  deputies  of  the  Fmpirc  having  declared  to  t!ic  French  pleqipoten- 
^■rifs,  that  tlicir  inftructions  prevented  thcM  from  ceding  the  nio(t  incofifi- 
dcfiable  vilU^e  b<:h>nt;ing  to  the  Geinun  hn^'iie,  ai:d  diict^cd  tl.eiii  \o 
•Kai  on  ihc  hails  of  the  iiitop.rity  of  il'i'  Kni)iire  ;  \\w  Krcnth  pknipoteo- 
tivies  replied,  that  tliis  bj(U  could  not  be  admitted^  and  that  new  powers 
■nd  infiriiCtions  woidd  coidocjuently  be  necellUrv . 

The  Krcncli  v^lcnipoicniiarics  having  •hu'*  rejected  the  bafis  of  the  in- 
tcgnr;,  (,f  the  Cjcnnai.ic  bi.dy,  ilic  deputies  of  the  Kmpire  requcftcd  tlie 
foTnicr  To  pto[».)l»*  ItHiif  nthtT  lulls  of  the  treaty  to  b'"  miiuti.ited,  and  rc- 
monltrjted  witli  tln-ni  <>n  the  ncicllity  of  ilie  conrhn!ed  arniiiiice  not  bcin«; 
violated  ditrnu;  the  interim  rlut  new  powcts  and  ihUnicllons  were  dra\va 
up.  But  th'j  Kiciich  ^'Iciiipoteiitl.uics  returned  inamwiM',  that  Mentz  would 
t-  t. '.;'.:»  p  >l!-  [litinofbv  ihf  Fn-ncfi  !ro«»p'«;  and  thi^  uniil  the  di'putiei  of 
iJi^Kiui'ire  h<d  r^ci-iMM  mil  a:ul  u'-liiuitcd  powers  tonej;c>i.,itr,  no  other  bali3 
Cui.id  ut  pioj  I'lcd  tn  ilic  part  of  the  l-renth  plenlpolciitiaiie:». 
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approved  of,  and  inviolably  obferved ;  and  the  deputies  of  tH 
Empire  (ball,  at  all  tim^s,  as  is  fit  in  (imilar  cafes,  be  fuppoftci 
and  indemnified  in  regard  of  whatever  they  have  done  on  this 
bead. 

Signed  Rati(boni  the  8th  of  January  1798, 
Elcdoral  Me(it2^  Chancery.' 


fUe  circular  Letter  of  the  Court  of  the  Ele^or  Palatine^  t9  all  the 
Ecclejiajilcal  States  and  Principalities  of  the  Empire^  dated  Mu" 
nicif  January  27,   1798. 

THE  views  of  France  relative  to  the  union  of  the  Germanic 
territory  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Rhine,  with  its  republic, 
and  the  obtaining  pofleflion  of  it  by  force,  hitherto  principally 
Icnown  only  by  rumours,  have,  fince  the  exchange  of  the  fall 
powers  between  the  deputation  of  the  Empire  and  French  plenipo* 
tcntjaries  at  Railadt,  been  unfolded  with  more  certainty,  and  give 
I'eafoi)  to  fear  that  a  very  important  blow  to  the  Germanic  confii- 
tution,  and  the  poflefliops  of  the  flutes  of  the  Empire  on  the  left 
bank  of  the  Rhine,  is  approaching,  an  explicit  declaration  of  the 
claims  of  the  French  republic  having  been  made  by  the  French 
plenipotentiaries  at  the  copgrefs  now  aflembled  for  negotiating  the 
peace  of  the  Empire  at  Kanadt.  The  innumerable  important 
fconfequehces  of  fuch  ^  demand  to  all  Germany  cannot  efcape  your 
penetration.  You  arc  well  aware  of  the  value  of  thofe  territories, 
and  that  the  reparation  of  them  mud  prepare  the  way  for  the  en- 
tire deft ru£l ion  of  the  Germanic  conftitution,  and  occafion  the 
greateft  confufion  among  the  dates  of  the  Empire,  fince  indemni- 
fication  for  the  lofs  that  mud  be  fudained,  can  only  be  efiededby 
the  fc^ularizatipn  or  alienation  of  confiderable  dates  on  the  right 
Jbank  of  the  Rhine,  which  mud  produce  the  greateft  confufion  in 
theQcrmanic  conditmion.  To  prevent  an  evil  of  fuch  magni" 
tude^  which  refuits  from  the  prelent  feeble  date  of  the  Empiitf 
compared  to  France,  it  appears  to  us  that  only  one  method  re- 
mains, which  is,  for  the  Germanic  dates  to  form  a  dofe  union 
among  themfelyes,  and  requed  the  fupport  of  his  Imperial  M>* 
jedy,  as  head  and  proteflor  of  the  Empire,  together  with  that  of 
other  powerful  princes  of  the  Empire,  in  this  time  of  prelEngnecef- 
Jity.  We  have  otirfelves  therefore  had  recourfe  to  the  means  ndMT 
recommended,  and  made  application  to  his  Imperial  Majefty,  to 
the  Emperor  of  Rufli^,  and  to  their  Pruflian  and  Britannic  Ms* 
jedies  ;  and  we  do  hereby  make  the  fame  communication  to  tbc 
Electors  and  Princes  of  the  Empire,  and  invite  them  tQ  take  fioiilsY 
(lepS|  frpm  which  we  may  expeA  a  fayourikble  refuk^ 
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Smkfiance  pf  the  An/wer-of  the  Deputciion  of  the  Empire  to  the  firjl' 
^9te  of  th^  French  Plenipotentiaries^  demaneUng  the  Boundary  of. 
the  Rhiney  iic. 

1.  THAT  they  had  cxpe£lcd  from  the  juftice  and  magnani* 
miiy  of  the  French  government,  that  they  would  have  propofcd, 
as  the  bafis  of  the  treaty,  the  (lipulations  in  favour  of  the  Empire 
Mhich  were  made  in  the  preliminaries  figned  at  Leoben. 

2*  That  by  thefe  preliminaries  an  armiftice  had  been  (lipulated 
till  the  period  of  a  definitive  peace  ;  and  they  had  reafon  to  expert 
that  all  hoftilities  were  to  ceafe,  and  that  all  contributions  and  re- 
yiifitioo^  were  to  be  difcontinued. 

3.  That  in  the  territories  of  the  Empire  occupied  by  the  French 
troops,  property  dill  continued  to  be  feized  and  fequeftrated  under 
pretence  of  emigration,  although  the  laws  of  nations  forbid  the  ap* 
plication  of  French  laws  to  the  cafes  of  the  individuals  concerneid, 
^nd  that  they  have  reafon  to  expeft  from  the  juftice  of  the  French 
government  that  thefe  opprefilons  would  be  prohibited. 

4.  That  they  fhould  likewife  wifli  that  the  French  government 
>vould  difavow  the  proje£l  of  republicanizing  and  changing  the 
fcnns  of  government  in  certain  dates  of  the  Empire  occupied  or 
Jiot  occupied  by  the  French  troops. 

5.  That  the  indemnification  propofed  for  the  powers  who  have 
poOeflions  on  tlie  left  bank  of  the  Rhine,  and  the  fecularization  of 
^  ele&orates  or  biihoprics^  is  impradicable* 


Anfiver  of  the  French  Plenipotentiaries. 

THE  underfigncd  have  received  the  anfwer  of  the  deputation 
tf  the  Empire  to  the  propofiiion  of  the  Rhine  being  the  boundary 
of  the  French  republic.  In  tranfmitting  it  to  their  government, 
tHey  cannot  avoid  obfcrving,  that  it  was  founded  on  a  bafis  eflfen- 
tially  wrong.  All  Europe  knows  that  the  Empire  declared  war 
sgaind  the  republic  at  a  time  when  it  had  the  fincerefl  defire  and 
tbe  ftrongcft  intcrefl  in  preferving  peace. 

They  cannot  here  avail  thcmfelves  of  the  declaration,  that  the 
fcpublic  would  never  wage  war  for  the  purpofe  of  aggrandizing 
itfelf  by  conqueft,  a  declaration  which  does  not  in  any  manner  ex- 
clude lawful  indemnity,  particularly  in  the  cafe  of  an  uiijuft  ag- 
pcflion,  and  which  does  by  no  means  take  away  the  right  of  pro- 
t^idiftjg  for  its  fccurity  in  giving  fo  it  a  fixed  boundary.  On  the 
other  fide  i?  is  evident,  that  *\t  conftitution  of  the  Empire  cannot 
^  in  the  lealt  degree  altered  by  the  diminution  of  its  territory. 

In  (hort,  the  preliminaries  of  a  treaty  in  which  the  German 
Eo^pirc  is  not  even  a  party,  cannot,  with  any  Ihadow  of  rcafon- 
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higy  be  bnnight  forv^ard,  particularly  when  ihelfc  cxmdttions  fail 
been  replaced  by  thofe  of  a  definitive  peace  (inqe  concluded. 

Nevcrtlieiefs,  it  is  upon  that  bafis  that  the  anfwer  of  the  depu 
taiiun  of  the  Empire  has  refted :  tfie  motives  therefore  upon  whic 
ihc  demands  of  the  French  republic  have  been  fbnndedy  cxift  i 
their  lull  forcV.  The  indemnity  exaftcd  by  the  republic  is  lawful 
its  fccuiity  requires  the  Rhine  for  its  bonnriary  :  the  tranquillity  < 
the  Empire  ftill  more  loudly  calls  for  thefe  limits. 

The  deputation  of  the  Empire  has  been  compelled  to  ackno%\ 
ledge,  in  ihc  ixioft  formal  manner,  that  the  republic  will  not  gai 
any  confidcrablc  increafe  of  power  or  of  territory  by  the  acquifi 
lion  of  the  Trans-Rhcnanc  provinces,  whether  they  arc  conC 
dered  in  thq  light  of  magnitude  or  extent,  or  in  that  of  language 
manner^,  or  modes  of  thinking.  From  this  obfervation  it  ur 
qurertionably  refults,  that  it  cannot  be  from  a  defire  of  aggrandize 
uient  that  the  French  republic  wiflies  the  Rhine  to  be  its  bound 
ary,  and  that  its  demands  reft  upon  a  motive  much  more  impc 
lious,  a  motive  common  to  the  two  powers,  that  of  providin| 
by  an  unalterable  boundary,  for  their  future  tranquillity. 
"  This,  then,  is  the  matter  now  to  be  confidered,  and  not  th: 
feries  of  queflions  which  the  deputation  of  the  Empire  (boul 
appear  to  wifli  to  fiibftiiute  for  the  real  and  true  objeft  of  difcui 
fion.  The  underfigntd  will  only  make  one  more  obfervation 
which  is,  that  a  fpeeJy  acquicfcence  in  the  demands  of  the  Frcnd 
republic,  the  fubfcquent  examination  of  collatcraF qneftions,  aoi 
the  conclufion  of  a  folid  peace,  will  deftroy  all  pretext  for  reci 
procal  complaints;  it  is  the  only  mean  of  proving  that  they  wiifa 
not  only  in  appearance^  but  in  reality,  to  put  an  end  to  the  cab 
mities  of  war. 

The  minifters  plenipotentiary  of  the  French  republic^ 

(Signed)  TRCiLHAUt 

ItqfiaJt,  Jan.  27.  «•  Bonnihr. 

Sui/iame  ofthi  jtnfwer  ^fthe  Deputation  of  tht  Empin  to  the  ahom 

THE  deputation  learn  with  much  pleafin^  that  their  fit 
declaration  relative  to  the  demand  of  the  boundary  of  the  Rhii 
tias  been  fent  to  the  French  government,  as  the  latter  will  ui 
dotibtcdly  feel  all  its  importance.  The  French  mintflers  cou 
not  at  the  firft  glance  difcovei  that  importance,  becaufe  the  depi 
tation  at  firft  only  (late  their  principle  fucciniEily,  referving  the 
explanation  and  dcvclupemcnt  for  future  difcuflion*  They  fttte 
for  indancc,  without  adducing  the  proofs,  that  the  German 
Empire  did  not  begin  hoflilitics — that,  on  the  contrary,  it  w; 
fir  (I  attacked.  Thoy  diall  here  give  a  proof  of  this  aflertion,  tha 
as  early  as  1792,  the  territory  of  the  Empire  was  treated  in 
hoftilc  manncTj  without  iiny  previous  declaration  of  war>  by  tl 

2  ariT 


(  3"  y       ' 

CuRine,  who  fcized  upon  feveral  cirdes.  Tne  iedanu 
ivar  on  the  part  of  the  Empire  afterwards  took  p)aceon]y 
meafure  of  defence,  in  confequence  of  the  decili99  of  ^c 
the  22d  of  March  1793* 

depiitation  then  conceive  that  they  have  no  rcafoq  ta 
id  that  the  boundary  of  the  Rhine  will  be  infifted  lipon, 
^ould  difmember  ahnoil  entirely  from  the  Empire* Several 
befides  that  of  Bourgogne-^wonid  drip  of  their  foilef- 
If  the  Eledoral  college,  as  well  as  a  great  atimbcr  of 
and  dates  of  tlic  Empire — and  would  completely  annthi* 
Germanic  coniliuition.  It  is  certain  alfo,  that  France^ 
fijfficlcntly  powerful  of  hcrfelf,  would  gain  Icfs  by  the 
on  of  the  provinces  iltuatcd  on  the  IcU  bank  of  the 
than  by  the  glory  which  woiild  accnie  from  her  political 
ion^  and  from  fixiiig  a  line  of  military  demarkation^ 
Ice  wife  can  wiih  tliiliculty  believe  that  the  Rhine,  which 
il  places  haj  ilnuofities,  or  changes  its  bed,  and  which  is 
flands,  can  be  an  infurmountablc  boundary.  They  caa 
believe  that  Ciermany  even  deftres  this  boundary.  The 
on  likcwifc  feel  themfelvcs  here  called  upon  -lo  repeat, 
prclimiiiaries  of  peace  at  Jxoben  ought  to  avail  tl.c 
as  the  Empcior  concluded  tbcfc  preliminaries  in  fo  far  as 
ard  the  intc.r>riiy  of  the  Empire,  in  virtue  of  the  dcciiioii 
►ict,  who  (lii  ( 6to(l  him  to  muLo  the  fird  overtures  of  peace, 
ley  were  lolcinnly  accepted  by  the  latter ;  and  inftcad  of 
y  thefc  {)iciiminarics  in  any  relpcdt,  the  treaty  of  Cumpo 
coi^iirir.cd  them  in  the  inoit  formal  manner.  In  a  word, 
itnt-ion  arc  defirous  to  concur  in  accelerating  peace,  ia 
an  end  to  tl.c  ccjinplaints  occaiioned  by  the  rcquiliiions, 
tions,  and  (;ther  burdens  uhicii  continue  to  be  impofed 
erritorics  o^  the  Empire.  B'.it  as  it  is  of  great  import- 
t  thcfc  practices  fhould  fpceJily  ceafe,  and  that  the  prclt- 
;  (hoLiul  in  tills  niaittr  be  ilie  rule,  the  deputation  fugged 
French  minillcrs  lliould,  as  fnnii  as  pufTible,  make  a  re- 
leir  government  upon  this  fiibji;il,  as  ueil  as  the  obfcrvft^ 
ative  to  the  boundaiy  of  the  Rhine. 
ary  3. 

?  of  the  Nqi'c  c,^  ijr  Frouh  A/.v/.rj,  in  Aifivcr  to  the  Replj 
of  the  Deputation  of  the  Empire, 

.T  the  reply  of  the  deputation,  far  from  affording  the 
entiaries  motives  for  modifying  their  fird  propofition,  is, 
ontrary,  calculate!  to  make  them  fenfible  of  the  propriety 
neccfllty  of  it.  The  open  protection  given  to  the  united 
ts  who  threatt  neil  tiie  fruntiLfs,  notwilhdanding  the 
t  remonftrances,  was  a  hrll  afl:  of  hollility  againlt  France, 

which 
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trhicli  certainly  wi(hed for  peace,  and  had  an  indifpntable  intereft  in 
maintaining  it.    The  cbnftant  refufal  to  difperfe  the  afleatblagc  of 
thofe  implacable  enemies,  comp.elled  France  to  vhave  recourfe  to 
mcafurcs  of  fclf-prefervation  ;  but  the  Empire,  far  from  feeking 
to  fufpend  them  by  granting  an  equitable  fatisfa£lion,  corKluded 
urtth  declaring  the  exigence  of  hoftiiities.      It  has  never  been 
aflumed,  nor  wifhed  to  be  aflumed,  that  the  integrity  of  the  Em- 
pire fhould  form  the  bafis  of  peace  between  the  Germanic  body 
and  the  French  republic.     To  think  otherwife,  would  be  an  cx- 
cefs  of  credulity.     Thus,  the  20th  article  of  the  treaty  of  Campo 
Formioy  the  only  pafTagc  where  mention  is  made  of  a  pacification 
between  both  thefe  powers,  merely  (latcs^  that  a  congrefs  Ihall 
be  held  at  Kaftadt. 

With  rcfpcft  to  the  other  objedls  mentioned  fii  the  note  prc- 
fcntcd  by  the  deputation,  the  miniders  plenipotentiary  of  the 
French  republic  do  not  think  themfelves  juftified  to  enter  into  the 
difcuflion  of  thofe  collateral  confiderations,  confidering  that  it 
could  only  tend  to  poftponc  the  termination  of  the  war.  They 
conclude  with  declaring  to  the  deputation  of  the  Empire,  "that 
it  fhull  be  refponfiblc  for  the  confequence  that  may  refult  from  its 
rcfufing  to  adhere  to  a  bafis,  juft,  fuitable,  beneficial  to  both 
fiatcs,  and  the  adoption  of  which  goes  to  prepare  an  indemnity 
for  thofe  princes  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Rhine  who  have  fuffered 
in  iheir  polTcflions  on  the  left." 

I  ^th  Pluviofe,  4/A  February^ 


Suhjlancc  of  the  Note  of  the  Deputation  of  the  Empire^  In  jtnfwer  t9 
the  Note  delivered  by  the  French  Plenipotentiaries  on  the  j^th  %f 
February, 

THAT,  in  order  to  (horten  the  negotiation,  the  deputatios 
declare  that  they  wifh  to  know,  without  delay,  the  whole  extent  of 
the  facrificcs  required  of  the  Empire  after  the  termination  of  this 
unfortunate  war;  that,  in  acquainting  them  with  all  the  extent 
of  thcfe  facrificcs,  it  is  particularly  necelfal-y  to  ftate  the  modifica- 
tions, and  the  fate  which  is  rcferved  for  private  domains  an' 
property  in  the  countries  required  to  be  ceded ;  that  the  fimplc 
provifional  conclufion  of  a  bafis  of  peace  would  not  haftenthe 
definitive  conclufion,  as  at  any  time  previous  to  the  ratification  on 
the  part  of  the  Empercj  and  the  Empire,  the  principal  queftion 
may  he  recurred  to ;  that,  on  the  contrary,  if  France  will  no* 
make  a  clear,  juil,  and  equitable  propofition,  the  deputation  nay 
then  declare  themfelves  in  fuch  a  manner  as  (hall  contribute  10 
the  fpeedy  conclufion  of  a  pence:  that,  meanwhile,  the  depu- 
tation would  regard  as  a  firit  proof  of  the  pacific  fentiments  of 
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JBi;^  ^  ffo  Frtiut  PUmpoUntkurUs  It  7^  ^^  1^  ti.wk  •f 

THE  miiiiflert pltnipocentiary  of  the  rraic)i  repttblic  mm  io 
^u^  note  of  the  drpiautioii  of  this  date^.  tM  na»W  could  •  t^ 
nott  xdearly  ex|iie0!d  dyin  the  manner  in  wbiclb  ilieyuited  ihietr 
.  teft  jpfopoGtioii.     The  republic,  they  lay^  deminds'  that  the 
cpurn  of  the.Rbine  be  the  boundary  'di  the  two  itates.    Siich  is 
the  invariable  wifli  of  the  French  eovernoEieot*    Can  it  be  doubt- 
si  when  it  is  tranfrnptted  by  the  minillers  6f  the  reptibUc }    This 
it  not  the  eaoosent  in  which  the  value  of  the  objeos  ceded  <i*M|i>^ 
•10  bt  calculated.    The  deputation  of.  the  Empire  h  not  agreed  as 
la  Aeir  importance ;  and  nothing  can  be  more  indiflerentj  fibce 
the  dme  faafis  is  neoeflary  under  every  other  bynoth^s.    It  is 
iiU  kfr  oeceflary  to  inquire  what  pofleffioos  ob|pit  to  remain  to 
thtfrinces  who  lofe  their  fovereignty.    The  ^domains  of  princes 
*ho  enjoyed  the  fovereignty^  muftj  ar  in  ihnilar  cafes,  be  confl- 
<kitd  the  property  of  the  nation  tP  which  the  ceffion  is  ndade. 
To  enter  into  the  difcuflion  of  fuch  complicated  qneftioas  vroutd 
W  to  retard  rather  than  to  accelerate  the  conclufion  of  the  iiego- 
tiitions.     The  ceffion  of  all  that  is  beyond  the  Rhine  is  the  balis 
^  tlie  treaty.— -Indemnity  on  the  right  bank  is  its  confequehce* 
Valuations,  the  manner  and  the  application  of  the  indemnity,  are 
bbjcAs  for  future  confideration.     Why  difcuis  fubridtajrv  queT- 
tiom  before  the  general  principle  be  acknowledged?     The  de- 
clared vifi(h  of  the  French  government  for  peace  cannot  be  mif- 
tioderftood.     It  is  notorious  that  the  miniAers  of  the  French 
itpublic  haftened  to  repair  to  the  congrefs;  that  they  broudit 
^th  them  fufficient  powers  for  carrying  on  the  negotiation ;  that 
^hey  dated  their  propofition  with  franknefs  the  firft  motnent  the 
<iepatation  of  the  Empire  were  fufliciently  authorised  to  hear  it. 
And  in  order  that  no  doubt  may  remain  with  regard  to  their  defire 
fcr  accelerating  the  conclufion  of  a  treaty  of  peace,  they  will  con* 
tinue  carefully  to  avoid  every  thing  which,  not  tending  diie^Hy  to 
tkat  objed,  might  retard  the  progrefs  of  the  negotiation,  by  brinfi;- 
^  forward  foreign  and  ieterior  queftions,  which  would  only 
fenre  to  prolong  the  miferics  of  war,  by  givihg  the  evil-difpoAd 
time  to  prepare  wicked  coalitions  and  criminal  intrigues.    The 
B^isifters  plenipotentiary  of  the  French  republic  refer  themfelves 
COAijiletely  to  their  note  of  the  15th  Ptuviofe,  and  perPift  in  de- 
dinng  the  deputation  of  the  Eflipire  refponfible  for  refufing,  or 
Vot.  Vil.  S  s  leaking- 
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making  evafions  equivalent  to  refufing,  to  agree  to  a  proper  an 
neceirary  bafis.  Treilha&d  and  Bonnie] 

Anfwer  of  the  Deputation  of  the  Empire  to  the  Note  of  the  Frcni 
Plempotcntiarics,  of  the  Date  of  the  loth  February. 

IT  was  hoped,  in  confequence  of  the  wi(hes  contained  in  tli 
note  of  the  loth  of  this  month,  that  the  full  extent  of  the  cor 
ditions  of  peace  was  known.  But  the  counter  note  of  the  fam 
day  does  not  corrcfpond  with  that  hope,  for  in  that  they  infil 
folely  upon  the  propofition  already  made  on  the  27th  of  the  lal 
inonli^  by  the  French  legation,  to  eftablifh  a  bafis  of  pacification 
Although  it  is  not  intended  to  refift  any  longer  the  reiterated  dc 
mand  to  eftablifti  this  previous  bafis,  neverthelefs  the  Frenrf 
miniftcrs,  in  weighing  attentively  the  important  reafons  advanced 
upon  this  fubjcft  in  the  preceding  notes,  will  judge  hov^  impolTf- 
ble  it  is  to  adopt  a  bafis  in  its  full  extent,  upon  which  they  demand 
that  the  banks  of  the  Rhine  fliall  be  the  frontier  of  the  twc 
flates. 

In  order  to  give  the  ftrongeft  proof  of  condefcenfion,  and  to 
arrive  as  foon  as  pofiible  at  the  conclufion  of  a  peace,  they  think 
(however  painful  this  refolution  may  be  to  the  deputation)  that 
th^y  ought  not  to  hefitatc  in  making  great  facritkcs.  If  then  the 
French  government  will  moderate  their  propofitions  for  peace,  as 
is  expefled  from  their  equity  and  jufticc,  and  will  demand  onlf 
Lalf  the  territories  of  the  Empiie  fituated  on  the  left  bank  of  the 
Rhine,  the  negotiation  may  be  eftablifhed  upon  this  bafis.  Then 
France  will  only  have  to  declare  what  part  (hall  be  the  objcfl  of 
ccflion,  fubjeft  to  the  neceflary  modifications,  and  having  all  pof- 
fiblc  regard  to  the  eftablilhment  of  a  military  line.  After  this 
frank  oftlr,  the  French  legation  cannot  doubt  but  that  the  depu- 
tation of  the  Empire  are  fincere  in  their  defire  for  the  conclulioo 
of  peace  \  and  confcquently  the  French  government  can  have  no 
difficulty,  in  the  interval,  of  obferving  the  armiAice  moft  fcni- 
puJoufly,  and  of  withdrawing  their  troops  from  the  right  fide  of 
the  Rhine,  as  has  been  repeatedly  dcfired. 

Rajladty  February  19. 

Affiver  cf  the  French  Plenipotentiaries  to  the  Note  prefented  by  tbi 
Deputation  of  the  Empire  on  the  i  qtb  February. 

THE  note  of  the  deputation  of  the  Empire  prefented  yefterdaj 
to  the  miniftcrs  plenipotentiary  of  the  French  republic,  on  the 
part  of  the  Count  de  Mcttcrnich,  minifter  plenipotentiary  of  his 
Majefty  the  Emperor,  propofes  a  plan  of  modification,  in  every 
point  of  view  inadmilfible  to  the  dem^ds  made  by  the  French 
republic.  The  partition  propofed  by  that  note  would  create 
many  inconveniences  to  limits  marked  out  by  nature,  withoat 

offering 
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offering  any  advantage  which  could  balance  thefe  inconveniences. 
The  grounds  upon  which  the  deputation  of  the  Empire  have 
huherto  contefted  the  propofal  made  by  the  French  republic^  are 
as  incompatible  with  a  partial  as  they  are  with  a  total  ceflion. 
Confequently  the  offer  of  a  half  is  a  formal  acknowledgment  of 
the  invalidity  of  thefc  reafons.     It  is  impoffible  to  fubfcribe  to  the 
caufe  which  induces  the  deputation  to  conteft  the  other  half,  par- 
ticularly when  it  is  rccollc(5^ed,  that  in  their  firft  notes  they  fug- 
gcfted,  that  thefe  pofTeirions  were  of  little  importance.     Befides, 
it  is  notorious,  that  all  the  princes  and  dates  having  pofTeflions  on 
the  other  fide  of  the  Rhine,  have  exprefled  their  wifhes  for  a  cef- 
flon,  of  the  neceility  of  which  they  are  convinced.     Thus,  it  is 
only  private  and  obfcure  interefts  that  can  oppofe  the  general  wifh, 
vrhich  calls  loudly  for  a  peace,  after  a  long  and  cruel  war. 

The  French  republic  owes  it  to  the  general  wi(h,  (he  owes  it 
to  herfelf,  not  to  contribute  to  the  prolongation  of  thofe  evils 
'trhlch  aflfc6l  humanity,  by  tolerating  thofe  delays  which  bad  faith 
nukes  ufe  of  to  form  new  coalitions.  The  minifters  plenipoten- 
tiary declare,  then,  that  they  perfift  more  ftronriy  than  ever  in  the 
whole  of  their  demands.  They  demand  a  (peedy  and  pofitive 
anfwer,  upon  the  bafis  long  fince  acknowledged  and  confented  to 
by  the  parties  the  mod  intereded,  and  which  leaves  to  the  repub- 
lic, in  fa£l,  no  more  tha'n  die  podefles,  and  which  fecures  the 
future  tranquillity  of  the  two  dates. 

It  is  for  the  members  of  the  deputation  of  the  Empire  to  con- 
Cdcr,  whether  they  will  render  themfclves  refponfible  for  all  the 
calamities  which  mud  be  produced,  either  by  refufal  or  by  delay. 

(Signed)         Treilhard. 

kajiadty   Feb.  20.  BONNIER. 

Declaration  0/  the  Prujftan  ATinifters^  refpt^ing  the  Cejpon  of  the 

left  Bank  of  the  Rhine. 

Rafiadtj  February  19. 

THE  underfigncd  plenipotentiaries  of  his  Majedy  the  King  of 
Pruflia  at  the  congrcfs  at  Radadt,  do  not  hefitate  to  declare,  in 
'he  name  of  their  high  coiidituent,  that  his  Majedy  has  for  thefe 
fcvcral  years  zcaloully  endeavoured  to  obtain  for  Germany  a 
peace,  as  favourable  as  circumdances  will  allow.  His  Majedy 
tnicrtains  dill  the  fame  ardent  wifli  ;  he  is  alfo  of  opinion  that 
thisptacc  cannot  be  too  foon  accelerated,  not  only  becaufe  it  will 
'tlitve  fcvtral  parts  of  (icnnany  from  the  cxpenfes  of  the  war, 
W^hich  they  are  cxhaiiftcd,  but  alfo  becaufe  it  will  fecure  the 
*^«lc  Knr.pirc  UL^aiult  the  dirallers  and  incalculable  confequences 
*ith  which  it  is  thrcuicned,  by  the  continuation  of  the  prefent 
*«<|ot  things. 

t'uiifuJcring  that,   r .cording   to  the  negotiations  which   have 

S  s  2  taken 
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taken  place  between  the  deputation  of  the  Empire  and  the  French 
imbairy,  it  miglit  happen  that,  in  order  to  attain  a  peace,  to 
carneAly  dciired  by  the  nation,  and  fo  defirable  lor  humanity,  the 
deputation  of  the  Emperor  and  of  the  Eippire  might  think  it 
Tieceirary  to  accede  to  the  bafis  of  peace  propofed  by  France, 
namely,  the  celfion  of  the  left  bank  of  the  Rhine — ^the  under- 
iigned  plenipotentiaries  declare,  in  the  name  of  his  Majcfty,  as 
co-Aate  of  the  Empire,  that,  notwithftanding  his  paternal  feel- 
ings are  fcvcrely  hurt  by  the  loTs  of  fubjeds  who  manifcft  fo  faith- 
tutan  attachment  to  him,  it  is  not  his  intention  to  make  an  ex- 
ception with  refpe£l  to  his  dominions  fituated  on  that  fide :  but 
that,  by  the  ccUion  thereof,  he  will  make  a  faerifke  to  the  public 
welfare  and  the  reiloration  of  peace,  taking,  however,  as  much 
as  poiTible,  the  ncceflary  meafures  of  precaution,  for  the  happi- 
ticfs  and  fafety  of  the  property  of  the  inhabitants,,  and  on  condi- 
tion tliat  his  Majefiy  receives  a  juft  and  equivalent  indemnificatwn 
on  the  right  banks  of  the  Rhine, 

(Signed)  Coukt  dk  Goertz. 

D£  Jacobi* 
Kloenl. 

Rajladt,  Feb.  14,  1798,  DoHM. 

I 

ON  the  3d  of  March  the  deputation  of  the  Empire  prefented 
another  note  to  the  French  minifters,  in  which  they  repeated  the 
arguments  made  ufe  of,  and  the  propofition  contained  in  their  an- 
fwcr  of  the  19th  of  February. 


Anfwcr  to  the  Deputation  of  the  Empire,  to  the  Note  of  the  Depute- 

tion  of  the  ^d  March. 

THE  underflgned  have  received  the  note  of  the  deputation  of 
the  Empire,  addreflcd  to  them  yefterday  evening  by  Count  Met- 
ternich,  minifler  plenipotentiary  from  \^\%  Imperial  Majefty:  the 
following  is  their  anfwcr.  The  French  republic  has  declared  in 
the  outfet  of  the  negotiation,  with  that  franknefs  from  whkh  it 
will  never  depart,  the  batis  on  which  alone  peace  can  be  made. 
The  propriety,  juftice,  and  neceility  of  it  have  been  demon- 
n rated  in  the  preceding  notes,  and  the  common  intereft  of  the 
two  ftates  requires  it.  The  French  republic  expeAed  that  it 
would  have  received  an  anfwer  with  the  fame  franknefs ;  banifh* 
)ng  all  (hift  or  evafion.  An  end  muft  be  put  to  this  difcuffioA* 
The  minifters  of  the  French  republic,  therefore,  require  the  <)<• 
putation  of  the  Empire  to  declare  pofitively  whether  it  will  ^ 
will  not  accede  to  the  bafis  propofed. 

(S^ned)  Treilhard. 

Raftaih ,   I  i^th  Yentofe  (March  4) ,  Bo  NM I E  R. 

hih  )car  of  the  French  republic* 

Subpnct 
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Stibftance  of  the  Conclufum  of  the  Deputation  of  the  Empire  on  the 

I2th  Afarcb. 

THE  deputation  of  the  Empire  confent  to  vote  the  ceffion  of 
the  left  baak  of  the  Rhine  to  the  Frencb»  on  the  fuUowing  con- 
ditions : 

1.  All  the  French  troops  on  the  right  bank  of  thq  Rhine  (hall 
immediately  evacuate  that  country,  and  impofe  no  farther  requU 
fitions* 

%•  The  French  republic  (hall  make  no  other  pretcnfion  or  de- 
mand of  any  nature  whatever,  except  the  ceflion  of  the  countries 
fituated  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Rhine. 

3.  The  negotiations  (hall  (till  be  continued  according  to  the 
method  propofcd,  relative  to  the  articles  remitted  to  the  French 
minifters,  with  (he  note  of  the  3d  of  this  month. 

And  the  deputation  "  hope  that  the  French  government  will 
confent  to  make  an  exception  in  favour  of  that  part  of  the  terri- 
tory of  the  Empire  on  the  Lower  Rhine,  which  extends  from  the 
fource  of  the  Roer  to  the  jnn£lion  of  the  Maefe  with  the  Rhine; 
and  that  it  will  not  rcfufe  to  leave  this  portion  of  that  territory  to 
:    the  Empire." 


.   To  M,  Baron  Aiblniy  Directorial  Miniflcr  of  Afeniz  to  the  Congreji 

at  Rajiadt.  ^ 

THE  minifters  plenipotentiary  of  the  French  republic  were 
ilvays  of  opinion,  that  the  deputation  of  the  Empire,  imprefled 
vith  the  neccflity  of  a  (ixed  and  invariable  limit  between  the  twa 
ftues,  would  frankly,  and  without  re(tri£lion|  accede  to  a  de-^ 
nand  which  could  not  be  obflinately  combated  but  through  pafTioti 
*ndintereft.  They  fee  with  fatisfadion,  by  the  conclufum  of  the 
I2th  March,  of  which  the  minifter  plenipotentiary  of  his  Ma- 
jefty  the  Emperor  has  tranfmitted  them  a  copy^  together  with 
^note  of  ycderday,  that  their  hope  has  not  been  difappointcd. 

They  may  then  labour  eihcaciouny  in  eftablifhing  the  happi- 
i^fsof  the  people,  by  employing  themfclves,  without  hcfitation 
•  delay,  in  preventing  for  ever  the  fcourgc  of  war,  by  a  fpecdy 
pacificatiofi,  the  hrii  confequence  of  which  will  be  the  return  of 
the  troops  into  the  interior.  To  accelerate  this  great  work,  it 
^iiibe  fir(t  ncccfTary  to  regulate  the  mode  of  giving  indemnities 
to  the  ftates  which  have  loft  upon  the  left  bank  of  the  Rhine. 
The  plenipotentiaries  of  the  French  republic  find  the  bafis  of  thofe 
indemnities  in  fccularizations.  The  deputation  of  the  Empire 
^ill  be  eafify  convinced  that  this  bads  is  not  lefs  necefTary  than 
tlUt  already  adopted  refpefting  the  limits.  It  will  undoubtedly 
be  fsperfluous  to  obferve,  that  it  is  not  a  queftif  n  to  value,  at  this 
Honenty  the  lolfcd  which  may  afford  room  for  indemnity,  nor  to 

'  point 
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point  out  the  objc£ls  which  may  be  employed  for  that  ptirpef 
they  ought  not,  hor  can  occupy  themfelves  upon  the  appHcatii 
of  the  principle^  until  the  principle  itfelf  is'recognifed.  Th< 
only  will  they  (to  make  ufe  of  the  very  exprcffions  of  the  deput 
tion)  determine  what  is  neceffary  with  rcfpeft  to  the  articles  joi 
cd  to  the  note  of  the  3d  March,  in  which,  in  fa6l,'they  find  foa 
admiflible  diipofitions. 

(Signed)  Tr^eilhard  and  Bonnie: 

Rajladt^  2ylVcntoJc{^\^thAIarch]. 


H^te  of  the  Deputation  of  the  Empire  in  Jnfwcr  to  the  Plenifota 

tiarits*  ref peeing  Secularizations. 

THE  deputation  of  the  Empire  had  believed  that  the  mod  pn 

per  niode  of  proceeding,  and  beft  adapted  to  accelerate  the  coi 

cliifion  of  a  peace,  was  to  agree  previoufly  on  every  thing  nece 

fary  to  be  determined  to  fix  the  future  limits  between  the  tvi 

nations,  before  they  fhould  proceed  to  difcufs  the  other  articles  < 

the  peace.     But  as  the  French  miniflers,  in  their  lad  note,  hai 

declared,  that  they  have  already  anfwered  the'propofitions  of  x\ 

deputation,  and  that  they  cannot  engage  in  any  farther  negotiatio 

relative  to  this  objedl,  until  the  deputation  has  declared  its  con 

fent  to  the  mode  of  indemnification  propofed ;  and  that,  withoi 

this  declaration,  it  is  abfohitcly  impoifible  that  peace  ftould  b 

conchided ;  but  that  in  the  fnbfequent  negotiations,  attrition  wi 

be  paid  to  whatever  may  be  jnd  and  conformable  to  the  interel 

of  the  two  nations  :  the  deputation,  to  haften  thefe  negotiations 

and  the  final  conchiilon  of  the  treaty,  fees  itfelf  obliged  to  confer 

to  the  indemnities  demanded,  by  the  mode  of  fccularizations,  it 

the  lofTes  which  il.all  be'  fuftained  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Rhine 

and  to  enter  into  new  negotiations  on  this  fubjedl,  in  fuch  a  mar 

ner,  however,  as  to  proceed  in  it  with  all  the  precautions  and  n 

itri^ftions  which  arc  eifcntially  neceffary  for  the  maintenance  < 

the  Germanic  Empire  in  all  its  relations;    as  well  as  for  th 

edablifhment  and  fecurity  of  the  well-being  of  the  ftates,  mea 

bers  and  fubjc^is  of  the  Empire.     But,  as  in  the  fixing  of  eac 

indemnity,    it   is   principally   of   importance  to  determine   th 

amount  of  the  loflcs  fufiained  ;  it  is  expeflcd  that  the  Frenc 

miniflers  will  return  a  precife  and  volimtary  anfwer  to  the  thit 

previous  points  contained  in  the  note  of  the  12th  of  March ;  an 

that  they  will  likewife  make  no  difficulty  to  declare  themfelves  on  th 

eighteen  articles  tranfmitted  to  them  on  the  3d  of  March*  The  dc 

putation,  therefore,  conceiving  that  it  has  advanced  in  every  way  i 

its  power  towards  the  abfolute  conclufion  of  peace,  expeAs  tha 

the  French  government  will  at  length  grant  the  with  it  hat  ( 

often  urged  in  vain>  by  withdrawing  the  troops  w^icb  (till  occup) 
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in.great  numbers,  the  right  bank  of  the  Rhinej  and  thereby  re* 
licving  the  inhabitants  of  that  country  from  an  oppr^llive  bur- 
den. 


•  '  • 

Raftadt^  $th  jipriL 


Reply  of  the  PUntpotcntiarles  to  the  foregoing  Notr, 

THE  deputation  of  the  Empire  having  acknowledged  the 
ncccinty  of  fetularizarion,  in  order  to  provide  indemnifications  for 
thofe  itattji  which  have  lo(i  poircflions  on  the  left  bank  of  the 
Rhine,  and  having  acceded  to  ihc  principle  of  fccularization,  pro- 
ceeds in  its  note  of  the  i6ih  of  Germinal  (April  5),  10  cxprefs  a 
"^ifh,  that  the  miniflers  plenipotentiary  of  the  French  republic 
vrould  declare  thcinfelves  relative  to  the  feccnd  propofiiion  in  the 
note  of  the  deputation  of  the  21ft  of  Vcntofe  (March/12),  and 
the  eighteen  articles  annexed  to  their  note  of  the  13th  of  Ventofe 
(March  ^>.  It  is  likewife  required  that  the  troops  of  the  repnb-  . 
lie  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Rhine  may  be  withdrawn.  The 
minifters  plenipotentiary  wifh  to  declare  themfelves  relative  to 
thcfc  feveral  demands.  With  refpedk  to  the  laft,  they  repeat 
what  they  have  already  aifcrted^  that  the  relinquifhing  of  military 
pofitions  can  only  be  the  confcquencc  of  a  peace  finally  conclud- 
ed, and  therefore  there  is  as  yet  no  fufficient  rcafon  for  with* 
drawing  the  troops  from  the  other  fide  of  the  Rhine.  With  rc- 
fpcd  to  the  fccond  propofition  contained  in  the  note  of  the  aiif' 
of  Vcntofe  (March  12J,  the  minillers  plenipotentiary  of  the 
French  republic  anfwer,  that  they  have  already  faid  fufficient  10 
faiisfy  every  rcafonable  perfon,  as  they  have  declared,  that  in  the 
further  progrcls  of  the  negotiations  they  will  only  liflen  io  what  ct 
ju(i  and  agreeable  to  the  common  interefis  of  both  nations,  by 
^hich  they  have  declared  that  Aich  only  fhall  be  the  demands  on 
their  fide.  Lallly,  with  refpedl  to  the  articles  annexed  to  the 
note  of  the  13th  of  Vcntofe  (March  3),  the  miniltcrs  plenipo- 
tentiary of  the  French  republic  remark  that  thefe  articles  by  no 
means  appear  to  have  been  framed  with  a  view  to  accelerate  the 
conchifiou  of  peace.  Some  of  them  can  never  have  been  objects 
of  ferious  doubt  on  the  part  of  the  deputation  of  the  Empire^ 
fuch  i^y  for  example,  the  fecurity  of  private  property,  the  free 
excrcife  of  religious  worfhip  according  to  the  regulation  of  the 
•2WS,  and  oblivion  of  all  opinions  that  may  have  been  exprelfed 
♦iuring  the  war.  Others  of  thefe  articles,  however,  are  evi- 
dently incompatible  with  the  fovereignty  of  the  republic  and  its 
^'wftitution.  The  underfigned  can  never  fufficient ly  exprcfs 
their  furprife  that  any  perfons  fliould  ever  have  entertained  2. 
doiibt  of  fome  of  thefe  articles,  or  have  refolved  to  require  the 
fulfilment  of  the  others.  In  the  prefent  fituation  of  circum- 
'^lAccsi   the  true  mean  to  hailen  the  ncgotiationsi   is  to  make 

I  exertion  t 
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exertions  for  the  application  of  the  bafis  of  indemnificatioi) 
Probably  it  would  be  moft  conducive  to  this  end,  ihould  the  depi 
tation  of  the  Empire  lay  down  fome  general  rules  to  determine  tl 
fate  of  thofe  flates  fdes  titularies  J  which  are  to  be  abrogatedt  lb 
no  doubts  may  remain  with  refped  to  the  principles  of  xeafon  ar 
prudence  which  guide  this  important  operation, 
Raftadty  19  Germinal  {jtpril  2th J,  the  btb 
year  of  the  French  republic. 

(Signed;  Trbilhaid. 

BONNIBR.     • 


Reply  of  the  Deputation  of  the  Empire  to  the  laft  Note  of  the  Fretk 

Minifiers. 

THE  deputation  of  the  Empire  has  obfcrved  in  its  late  noli 
that  in  order  to  fix  the  indemnities,  it  will  efpecially  be  ncccflai 
to  know  the  quantity  of  the  lolTes  ;  that  it  therefore  expelled  th 
a  prccife  and  determinate  anfwer  would  be  returned  to  the  fecofl 
point  previoiifly  dated  in  the  note  of  the  12th  of  March,  an 
that  the  French  minifters  would  in  like  manner  make  no  difficuli 
to  declare  thcmfelves  relative  to  the  eighteen  articles  tranfmitu 
on  the  3d  of  March.  The  deputation  added,  in  the  fame  noti 
that  it  entertained  the  firmed  hope  that  the  French  troops  woul 
be  withdrawn  as  foon  as  poflible  from  the  right  bank  of  tt 
Rhine. 

The  contents  of  the  note  of  the  French  miniders  of  the  dai 
ef  the  19th  Germinal  (8th  April),  by  no  means  correfponck 
with  thefe  jud  expedations ;  for  with  refped  to  the  w*ithdrawir 
of  the  French  troops,  it  was  dated,  that  no  fudicient  motive  f< 
it  could  cxid  before  the  abfolute  conclufion  of  peace.  As  to  il 
feccnd  previous  point,  it  was  only  explained  in  a  manner  ^hi< 
could  not  be  entirely  fatisfaAory,  by.  declaring  indetcrminatcl 
that  it  mud  be  unf^.erdood  from  preceding  declarations,  that  on 
fuch  demands  as  might  be  accepted  would  be  made  on  the  part  • 
France.  With  refpe(3  to  the  eighteen  articles  tranfmittcd  c 
the  3d  of  March,  the  French  miniders  remark,  that  fome  qf  thei 
can  admit  of  no  d&ubt ;  and  aflert,  that  others  are  entirely  iocao 
patible  with  the  fovercignty  and  conditution  of  the  republic,  witi 
out  making  any  mention  of  the  red.  They  have  concluded  I 
the  propofal  to  labour  for  the  application  of  thebafis  of  indenn 
tics,  and  previoufly  to  lay  down  fome  general  rules  to  fix  the  fi 
of  thofe  which  may  be  fuppreflcd. 

The  deputation  of  the  Empire  perfedly  recognifes  the  juft  co 
frdcrations  which  may  have  induced  the  French  miniders  tomal 
the  latter  propofition  :  and  it  is  a  fatisfac^ion  tb  it,  that,  rclati 
to  this  particular,  its  obligations  entirely  accord  with  tlie  defii 
of  the  1  reach  republic*     The  deputation  is^  howc?er,  firm 

perfuad 
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perftiaded  that  it  is  impoflible  to  proceed  eflScaCioufly  to  efiabliih 

Hie  principles  on  which  the  indemnities  ought  to  be  founded,  un* 

6\  a  precife  and  determinate  knowledge  (hall  be  obtained  of  the 

Rate  of  things,  and  all  circumftances.    But  this  knowledge  cannot 

be  acquired  till  by  the  adjuftment  of  the  eighteen  articles  above 

mentioned,  the  whole  of  the  lofs,  the  modifications  under  which 

the  ceffions  mud  take  placey  and  the  fate  of  the  inhabitants  #of 

the  provinces  beyond  the  Rhine,  fliall  have  been  agreed  on  itk 

concert ;  the  deputation  having  only  confented  to  facrinces  fo  great 

and  fenfible  to  Germany,  in  the  full  expedation  that  the  three 

previous  points  contained  in  the  note  of  the  nth  of  March  would 

be  acceded  to.     The  deputation  of  the  Empire  therefore  believes 

it  conformable  to  its  important  duties  to  infid  on  the  adherence 

to  its  former  propofirions.     It  therefore  again  repeats  the  expeA- 

ttionit  has,  that  the  French  miniftcrs  plenipotentiary  ihall  anfwer 

in  a  precife  and  determinate  manner  to  the  fecond  previous  point 

«f  the  note  of  the  i  ith  of  March ;  that  they  (hall  explain  them- 

felfes  relative  to  each  of  the  eighteen  articles  before  mentioned  ; 

and  that  they  fliall  without  delay  take  the  neceflary  meafures  for 

withdrawing  the  French  troops  from  the  right  bank  of  the  Rhine, 

where  the  different  countries  are  fo  much  exhaufted  as  to  be  in<* 

apableof  any  longer  fupporting  the  burden. 

Raftadt,  Jpril  i^thy   1798.1- 


A/avr  of  the  French  ATiniJlcrs  to  the  Note  of  the  Deputation  of  th$ 

Empire  of  the  18 /A'  JpriL 

THE  ceflion  of  the  left  bank  of  the  Rhine,  and  the  acceptance 
of  the  principle  of  fecnlarization,  in  order  to  provide  indemnifi- 
citions,  leave  now  nothing  more  to  be  done,  but  to  examine  in 
what  manner  thefc  two  formally  acknowledged  principles  may  be 
carried  into  efFc£l.  The  deputation  of  the  Empire  has  very  juflly 
;  lemarked,  that,  in  order  to  adjud  the  meafure  of  the  indemnifi- 
cations, it  will  be  proper  firit  to  afcertain  the  extent  of  the  lofles. 
It  has  .there fore  cxprelfed  a  wi(h  for  an  explanation  relative  to  this 
point,  and  iikewife  to  all  other  demands  which  it  may  be  intended 
10  make.     The  demands  of  the  miniflers  plenipotentiary  of  the 
French  republic  arc  fimple,  and  founded  on  the  common  advan- 
tage of  both  nations.     It  is,    in  fad,  futficient  merely  to  (late 
'Aem,  to  render  their   propriety   evident*     The  deputation    will 
find  the  prefent  note  a  fuflicient  anfwer  to  almolt  all  the  queflions 
Cpatained  in  its  former  communications.     I'he  navigation  of  the 
Ithine  (hall  be  alike  free  to  both  nations;  but  no  others  can  par-> 
tidpate  in  it,  except  by  their  confent,  and  under  fuch  conditions 
Ito  they  fliall  choofc  to  require.     The  ways  on  the  flde  of 
Aver  fhall  be  maintained  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  refpe£lr 
Vol.  Vir.  '        T  t 
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and  no  works  undertaken  on  either  fide  which  may  be  to  the  de- 
triment of  the  othcT .    .  The  tranfits  on  both  fides  fliall  be  free,  and 
all  tolls  (hall  be  aboIi(hed.     Commodities  iliall  only  be  fubjefi  td 
the  tolls  which  are  paid  on  their  being  (hipped^  which,  however, 
on  the  one  bank,  (hall  not  exceed  thofe  paid  on  the  others     The 
iflands  of  the  Rhine  (hall  belong  to  the  French  republic.    The 
infinite  advantages  that  iniil^  rcfult  from  a  free  navigation  give 
reafon  to  hope  that  the  deputation  will  find  it  no  lefs  prcwer  to 
render  the  navigation  of  the  rivers  which  flow  into  the  Rhine, 
and  the  navigations  of  the  great  rivers  of  Germany,  fuch  as  the 
Danube,  likewife  free  to  both  nations.     In  confequence  of  thefe 
ftipulationsi  the  French  republic  will  retain  nothing  on  the  right 
bank  of  the  Rhine,  except  the  fort  of  Kehl,  and  its  territory.    It 
will  eafily  be  perceived  that  the  republic  docs  not  wi(h  to  retain 
poflre(fion  of  thefe  for  the  fake  of  aggrandizement,  but  for  its  own 
fecurity  and  tranquillity,  and  to  prevent  every  occafion  of  a  rup- 
ture.    From  a  reafon  of  fimilar  urgency,  the  demolition  of  the 
fortrefs  is  required,  the  exilicncc  of  which  is  in  fome  meafure  in- 
compatible with  the  exillencc  of  Coblentz.     It  is  not  neceflaiy 
here  to  mention  the  fort  of  CafTel  and  its  appurtenances,  as  this 
fort  can  only  be  confidcred  as  a  part  of  the  fortifications  of  Menis, 
and  confcquently  cannot  be  feparated  from  it.     Lafily,  the  re- 
public requires  the  commercial  bridge  between  the  two  Brifia 
(liall  be  rcAored  ;  and  that  a  tradl  of  land,  fifty  acres  in  extentj 
oppofite  the  old  bridge  at  Huninguen,  (hall  be  ceded,  with  the 
road  nece(rary  to  pafs  to  it.     All  the  red  of  the  countries  on  tk 
J  ight  bank  of  the  Rhine  (hall  be  evacuated  by  the  French  troopfi,i«- 
mcdlately  after  the  conclufion  and  ratification  of  the  treaty  of  pCKe* 
It   noNv  only  remains  to  point   out  thofe   po(re(fions  oo  the 
left  bank  of  the  Rhine,  which  are  to  be  indemnified  from  the 
right  bank.     The  minifters  plenipotentiary  of  the  French  repab* 
tic  think  it  cannot  be  necciiary  to  declare  them felves  more  expli* 
citly  on  this  head  ;  as  it  cannot  efcape  the  deputation,  that  whtt- 
cvcr  appertained  to  the  princes  or  Hates  of  the  Empire,  or  knights 
of  the  Teutonic  order,  by  a  necciiary  confequence,  and  according 
to  the  principles  generally  acknowledged,  mufl  be  transferred  to 
the  right  bank  of  the  Rhine.     The  debts  likewife  with  which 
thefe  obje^s  or  pofleilions  were  encumbered,  muft  be  transferred 
to  the  po(reiIions  applied  as  indemnifications.     It  is  alfo  tobenn* 
derftood  that  the  Empire  renounces  all  kind  of  pretenfions,  of 
-whatever  nature  they  may  be,  to  the  ceded  po(re(Iion$;  andibit 
all  titles  derived  from  them  (hall  entirely  ceafe.     The  fame  re- 
nunciation (hall  likewife  take  place  with  refped  to  all  preicnlioM 
on  the  territory  of  the  republics  in  alliance  with  the  rrench  re- 
public.    The  deputation  will  perceive,  that  the  articles- here  of* 
fered  are  the  only  ones  which  can  produce  that  fecurc  Older  c( 
things,  and  that  durable  peace,  which  mull  be  the  wifli  of  both 
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nations.     It  is  doubtlefs  unneceflary  to  iMke  any  referve  with 
lefpeA  to  mny  particular  demands  of  fums  of  money»  moveable 
p>ods,  or  other  payments  to  which  feme  ftates  may  be  bound  with 
regard  to  the  French  republic.     The  prefent  fubjed  only  relates 
to  the  German  Empire^  and  by  no  means  to  particular  engage- 
ments which  may  have  been  contradedy  and  which  in  their  na- 
ture have  no  reference  to  the  Empire.     The  minifkrs  plenipo- 
tentiary of  the  French  republic  can  perceive  no  well-founded  ob- 
j^ions  that  can  be  made  to  thefe  demands,  which  are  equally 
moderate  and  proper.     They  exped  a  fpcedy  anfwer.     The  time 
for  delay  is  pad. 

Rafladt^   14th  of  Floreal  (May  3), 
6th  year  of  the  French  republic. 

(Signed)  Treilhard* 

Bonnier. 


Conclufum  of  the  Deputation  of  the  Empire  at  Rajiadt  on  the  14./A  of 
May^  being  an  Anfwer  to  the  Demands  made  by  the  French  Pleni-- 
fotentiaries  in  their  lajl  Note. 

.  THE  deputation  of  the  Empire  has  feen  with  pleafure,  in  the 
lad  note  of  the  miniders  plenipotentiary  of  the  French  republic 
of  the  3d  of  May,  that  the  republic  was  convinced,  as  well  as  the 
deputation,  of  the  neceflity  ot  e(labli(bing  the  ma(s  of  loflfes,  be- 
fore any  determination  was  made  refpeAing  the  mafs  of  indemni- 
ties ;  which y  after  the  previous  declarations  of  the  deputation^ 
were  to  be  limited  as  much  as  pofliblet  But,  on  the  other  handy 
the  deputation  were  much  affli^ed  at  finding,  againd  their  expect- 
ation, in  that  note,  frcOi  pretenfions,  and  fuch,  that  their  mafs 
furpafles,  even  with  refpcdi  to  the  Empire,  the  facrificesto  which 
they  have  been  forced  to  confcnt,  and  which  they  have  confidercd 
as  the  moft  grievous  and  the  greated  by  which  the  Empire  could 
purchafe  peace  ;  prctcnfjons  which,  befides,  would  evidently  de- 
ttroy  the  future  fafeiy  of  Germany. 

The  deputation  of  the  Empire  are  about  to  communicate  to 

the  minifters  plenipotentiary  of  the  French  republic  all  the  reafons 

founded  in  the  nature  of  things,  which  oppofe  their  adhering  to 

thofe  demands  ;  they  will  alfo  reply  in  a  detailed  manner  to  the 

reft  of  the  contents  of  the  faid  note,  full  of  confidence  as  they 

ire  in  the  moderation  and  juflice  of  the    French  government. 

They  are  convinced  that  the  French  miniftersthemfclves  will  find 

thefe  reafons  and  details  fo  evident,  that  they  will  on  their  fide 

approximate  to  the  propofitions  of  the  deputation,  and  thereby 

operate  a  fpecdy  conciliation,  which  has  been  fo  long  the  obje^ 

of  the  defires  of  Germany,  and  for  the  facilitating  of  which  the 

<l^utation  of  the  Empire  have  refolved  to  make  fuch  painful  fa-  * 

crifices. 

Tt  2  To 
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To  follow  in  roiiie  mcafure  the  order  obferved  in  the  laft  note 

of  the  French  miniftersi  it  will  firft  be  necelTary  to  develope  the 

manner  in  which  thofe  miniftcrs  exprefs  themfelves  rets|tive  to  the 

left  bank  of  the  Rhine.     They  will  recolleA  that  in  the  note  oi 

the  I  ith  of  March,  the  deputation  acceded  to  the  bafis  of  peace, 

by  which  the  courfe  of  the  Rhine  fltould  form  the  limit  between 

the  two  dates,  only  with  the  refcrvation  that  there  (hould  be  an 

underilanding  upon  the  modifications  contained  in  the  eighteec 

articles  of  the  note  of  the  3d  of  March,  and  that  the  two  othei 

previous  conditions  of  the  note  of  the  nth  of  March  Ihouid  Ih 

admitted.     Thus,  in  confenting  finally  to  admit  the  courfe  of  the 

Rhine  for  a  limit,  it  was  neccflarily  underftood  that  (conformabh 

to  the  principles  which  have  in  all  times  conilittited  the  bafis  of 

treaties  between  people)  the  river  Ihould  belong  in  common  to  the 

two  nations  which  it  divided,  or  that  an  ideal  line  (hould  form  the 

frontier  between  them.     The  deputation  of  the  Empire,  faithful 

to  this  principle  of  the  right  of  nations,  in  the  eighteen  articles 

tranfmittcd   on  the  3d   of  March,  have  not  only   accepted  tlic 

middle  of  the  courfe  of  the   Rhine  for  a  limit,  as  has  been  the 

cuftom  in  the  ancient  treaties  of  peace;  but  they  have  befides  pro- 

pofed,  in  a  more  precife  manner,  that  the   18th  article  of  the 

peace  of  Ryfwick,  and  the  6th  article  of  the  peace  of  Baden, 

Ihould  be  admitted  as  a  bafis  in  the   trlterior  negotiations.     Bui 

the  miniftcrs  plenipotentiary  of  the  French  republic,  in  iK^ii 

notes,  fpeaking  of  the  fixing  of  the  ftiture  limits  between  Ger< 

many  and  France,    have  only  made  a  general  mention  of  the 

Rhine  and  its  courfe ;  and  in  the  note  of^22d  Pluviofe  (Februarj 

10),  they  have  faid  formally,  the  ceflion  of  what  is  beyond  the 

Rhine,  that  is  the  bafis. 

The  minifters  plenipotentiary  have  not  altered  their  language 
in  the  fequel,  when  the  deputation,  to  prevent  all  mifunderfland 
ing,  remarked  formally  in  their  ulterior  communications,  thai 
by  tiie  courfe  of  the  Rhine  they  could  only  underftand  the  mid* 
die  of  the  Rhine.  Moreover,  this  acceptation  was  admitted  ii 
the  note  of  the  25th  Vcntofc  (March  15).  The  deputation 
therctore,  cannot  perfuade  themfelves  that  the  miniders  plenipo 
tentiary  had  it  not  in  view,  on  their  fide,  to  take  the  middle  o 
the  Rhine  as  a  limit  between  the  two  nations  ;  and  they  were  con 
feqiicntly  the  more  aflonifhed  that,  by  their  laft  note,  they  deman< 
for  till-  Fr.  nch  republic  all  the  ifles  of  the  Rhine.  The  greate 
part  of  thofe  iflcs  belong  to  the  neighbouring  communes,  wh 
make  ufc  of  them  as  common  properly :  fome  of  them  alfo  be 
long  to  private  peifons.  Towards  the  middle  of  the  Rhine,  fc 
vrral  families  poflcfs  them  by  title  of  fi^f,  and  the  fmaller  |A 
arc  in  the  clafs  of  appurtenances  to  the  princes.  A  great  numbe 
of  thefc  ifles  arc  inhabited,  and  confift  of  woods,  meadows,  an< 
cultivated  grounds  i   and,   taken  togcthcrj|    they  would  form 

ver 
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very  confidcrablc  objcd.     In  feveral  places,  particularly  on  the 
tide  of  the  right  bank,  it  would  be  impoflible  to  co11e£l  the  fafcines 
neceflfary  to  conftrud  and  keep  up  efis  upon  the  bankfe,  if  the  iflct 
of  the  Rhine,  with  their  woods,  were  loft  to  the  right  fide.^  This 
objed,  then,  is  of  great  importance  to  Germany,  and  the  lofs  of 
iU  thcfe  ifles  would,  in  a  commercial,  territorial,  and   military 
point  of  view,  be  a  very  elTcntial  aggrandizement  to  the  French 
republic.     However  inclined  the  deputation  may   be,  by  their 
known  principles,  to  yield  to  France  fuch  of  the  ifles  as  may  be 
on  her  itde,  it  ought  neverthelcfs  to  be  eRabltflicd,  as  a  rcfcrvc* 
that  the  ifles  which  are  on  the  right  fide  flioiild  remain  under  the 
dominion  of  the  Empire,  and  the  fovcrcigns  whufc  ellates  are  in 
the  neighbourhood  ;  adding,  formally,  that  private  property,  and 
their  limits  upon  the  ifles  on  both  fides,  Ihall  remain  inviolable. 
In  the  places  where  the  river  does  not  change,  or  feldom  changes 
its  bed,  that  is,  towards  the  middle  of  its  coiirfe,  and  particularly 
on  the  Lower  Rhine,  that  line  of  demarkation  would  have  no  in« 
convenience.    But  on  the  Upper  Rhine,  the  Thalweg,  or,  proptrly 
fpeaking,  the  navigable  part  of  the  Rhine,  has  determined  that 
line  of  fovereignty  ;  and  by  the  dirediion  of  this  Thalweg  the 
limits  from  Huninguen  to  the  Palatine  countries  have  been  fixed^ 
in  more  recent  times,  between  French  commiilioners  and  thofc  of 
the  ftates  of  the  Empire  :  fo  that  the  property  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  right  bank,  upon  the  ifles  which,  by  the  changing  of  the 
Thalweg,  fall  on  the  left  fide,  would  pafs  under  the  French  domi- 
nion ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  that  which  would  fall  on  the  right 
f:Je  would  pafs  under  the  dominion  of  Germany.      It  would  then 
be  nccelFary  to  determine  rcfpedling  the  ifles  fituatcd  on  the  left 
\     ilde  of  the  Rhine,  and  which  have  not  hitherto  belonged  to  xUe 
\     French   republic,   whether  the  middle  of  the  courfe,  or  the    Thul- 
wcij,  fliall  form  the  line  between  Germany  and  France.      In  the 
firft  cafe,  the  ideal  line  of  demarkation  will    intcrfecl   feveral  of 
the  illes,  and   then   it  would  be  more  juft   that,  in  the  detailed 
arrangements  adopted  upon  the  fubjcfl,  thefe  ifles  fliouM  be  ceded 
>*holly,  alternatively,  to  one  or  other  party. 

If  thefe  reafr)ns  evidently  prove  how  important  it  is  for  Ger- 
tnany,  that  the  exaft  middle  of  the  Rhine  Ihoulcl  form  the  limit 
l^ctwecn  the  two  nations,  the  French  legation  will  judge  to  what 
pf^int  the  deputation  of  the  Empire  mult  have  been  difagrecaMy 
'^nick  by  the  new  pretenfions  contained  in  their  lafl  note,  that  the 
•^iM  of  Kehl  and  Calfel  (the  latter  has  never  been  confidcred  as 
i  ^icpindencc  of  the  fortrefs  of  Mentz),  as  well  as  fifty  acres  of 
h^'ind  oppofitc  the  old  bridge  of  Huninguen,  wiili  the  roads 
"'^elTary  to  reach  it,  fliould  be  ceded  to  the  French  republic  ^  thut 
t  '^bridge  between  the  two  Brifacs  fliouId  be  re-cftal)lifl)eil,  and 
I       ^'»c  fortrefs  of  Ehrenbreitftein  razed. 

:  In  their  note  of  the  8th  Pluviofe  (28th  January),  the  French 

wini.lcrs,  to  explain  the  rcafon  of  dcmandini:  the  Rhine  for  a 

limit. 
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limit,  m.ulf  life  of  the  following  cxprcflions:  ^^  The  fafetyof 
the  republic  rtquires  the  limit  ot  the  Rhine :  the  tranqnUIityof 
ihc  Lmpire  folicits  in  a  ftlll  ftronger  manner  thofe  limits,"  They 
all'crtcdy  at  the  fame  time,  that  this  demand  '*  reded  upon  jl 
much  more  imperious  motive,  a  motive  common  to  the  two 
powers,  that  ot  providing,  by  invariable  limits,  for  their  future 
tranquillity," 

In  the  note  of  the  15th  Pluviofc  (13th  February),  the  limit  of 
the  Rhine  is  called  a  juft  bafis,  fuitablc  and  uf'eful  to  the  two 
States  :  and  in  the  note  of  the  2d  Ventofe  (aoih  February),  a 
liiitable  and  neceflary  bafis,  which  guarantees  the  future  tran* 
cjuillity  of  the  tv^o  rtates.  The  note  of  the  French  miniftersof 
the  14th  Ventofe  (March  4)  agrees  upon  this  point  with  the 
preceding :  after  having  fpoken  of  the  Rhine  as  the  bafls  of  peace, 
it  is  fprmally  added — Convenience,  juftice,  neceflity,  have  dc- 
monftrated  it  in  the  preceding  notes,  the  common  intcreft  of  the 
two  nations,  &c.  And  when  afterwards  the  deputation  of  the 
Empire,  in  their  note  of  the  5th  April  (i6th  Germinal),  had  rc« 
pcatedly  demanded,  that  the  French  miniflers  fliould  declare  that 
they  would  make  no  ulterior  demand  upon  the  Empire,  it  was 
anfwered,  under  date  of  the  19th  Germinal  (April  8)  :  **  Upon  the 
fecond  propofal  contained  in  the  note  of  the  21ft  Ventofe 
(March  11),  the  miniflers  plenipotentiary  declare,  that  they  have 
already  explained  themfclves  in  a  manner  to  fatisfy  every  reafon- 
able  mind,  when  they  faid,  that  in  the  cotirfe  of  the  ulterior 
difcuflions  they  would  refufe  nothing  that  fhould  be  juft,  and 
fhould  accord  with  the  common  intereR  of  the  two  nations:" 
which  fuppofes  alfo,  that  they  would  only  make  fuch  demands 
as  would  be  admitlible. 

From    thcfc  declarations  it  could  not  be  imagined  that  tbe 
propoHuon  to  eflablifh  the  Rhine  as  a  limit,  could  have  any  other 
nbjcd  than  tliat  of  rendering  that  limit  invariable,  of  preventing 
thereby  all  the  inconveniences  to  which  frontiers  not  marked  by 
nature  are  expofcd  (note  of    the   fcoond  Ventofe,   Feb.  20);  to 
infiirc  in  a  bctur  nianntr  tranquilliiy  for  the  future,  and  to  ope- 
rate the  common  advantage  of  the  two  nations.    The  propofitiuns 
which  have  jufl  been  made  to  the  deputation  are  wholly  oppofitc 
to  thcfe  views,  which  could  alone  have  determined  them  to  accede 
to  the  iirfl  bafis  of  peace  ;  the  Rhine  would  thereby  ceafe  to  form 
the  limit  ;  there  would  be,  on  the  right  fide  of  the  river,  feveral 
points  of  contadl  which  would  be  eminently   injurious  to  the 
niaiiitcnance  of  tranquillity.     Finally,  if  ihcy  conftder  in  the  de- 
mands made  the  ceflion  of  the  flrong  places,  the  proportion  between 
France  and  Germany  becomes  flill  more  unequal.  The  left  bank  ot' 
the  Rhine,  protected  by  the  mofl  important  fortrclFcs,  oppofes  an 
impenetrable  barrier  to  all  hoftile  attempts  which  might  be  made. 
"1  Ike  rcpofe  and  fafety  of  Germany,  on  the  contrary,  would  be 
I  cooti- 
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continually  ezpoCed.  Points  fortified  upon  the  right  fide  wopid 
make  it  fear  a  neighbour  continually  ready  to  attack  it,  would 
deftroy  its  military  integrity,  and  fetter  its  independence,  upon 
the  maintenance  of  which  the  French  government  thinks  that  it 
is  conformable  to  its  politics  to  fet  a  value  :  the  more  fo,  as  the 
demolition  of  fort  Ehrenbreitdein  is  demanded,  as  well  as  the 
re-eftablilhment  of  the  bridge  between  the  two  Brifacs,  with 
fifty  acres  of  ground  on  the  right  fide,  oppofite  to  ^he  old  bridge 
of  Huninguen  ;  yet  the  fird  of  thefe  bridges  has  been  fupprefled 
by  two  treaties  of  peace.  With  refpe£i  to  the  deftrudion  of 
Ehrenbreltftem  no  equivalent  is  offered,  and  confequently  this 
latter  objed  cannot  be  confidered  as  a  thing  in  which  regard  has 
been  had  to  the  common  interefl  of  the  two  nations. 

All  the  reafons  that  have  been  adduced  are,  without  doabt,  too 

evident  for  the  French  minifters  plenipotentiary  not  to  recognife 

the  validity  of  them,  and  to  unite  with  the  deputation,  in  order 

that  the  Rhine  may  form  in  future  the  line  of  feparation  between 

the  two  (lates,  and  that  neither  of  the  parties  may  extend  their 

domination  to  the  oppofite  fhore.  This  principle  being  eflabli(hed, 

the  deputation  are  entirely  difpofed  to  agree  upon  the  refervations^ 

means,  and  precautions,  by  which  the  two  contradine  parties  may  • 

icoiain  tranquil  relative  to  their  refpeAive  fafety.     1  his  is,  with* 

out  doubt,  the  moil  moderate  propofition  that  a  nation  can  make^ 

which,  after  an  unfortunate  war,  feeks  in  peace  no  other  hap* 

pioefs  than  its  future  tranquillity.     The  deputation  of  the  Em« 

plrtr,  on  their  fide,  are  ready  to  liflen  to  all  other  propofitions 

that  may  be  looked  upon  as  the  natural  efiefts  of  the  cftabliih- 

ment  of  the  limit  of  the  Rhine,  and  of  the  dominion  in  common 

of  that  river.     The  propofition  of  a  tcwing-way  being  a  difpofition 

xdpeflively  ufclul,  which  can   make  no  change  with  regard  to 

piuptrty,  juriftliftion,  and  fovereignty,  will  confequently  expc* 

ficnce  no  difficulty  in  the  execution,  according  to  the  nccelfity 

*n<i  pollibility  of  the  calc.     The  deputation  confidcr  as  equally 

fuiubie,  and  in  contormity  to  the   i8th  article  of  the  treaty  of 

Ryfwick,  and  the  6ih  article  of  the  treaty  of  Baden,  the  propo- 

fciuti  refpcding  the  keeping  up  of  the  river :  and  the  aflurance 

^hich  follows  it  is  fo  much  the  more  agreeable,  as  buildings  upon 

(be  water  on  the  left   bank  of  the  Rhine,  would   be  injurious 

io  different  places  to  the  countries  on  the  right  bank,  whofe  foil 

islefs  elevated.     It  is  undcrdood  alfo  for  this  rcafon,  that  the  pri- 

Vttc  perfons  in  poirefHon  of  land  (hall  prefervc  the  faculty  of  being 

able  to  form  dykes,  and  make  other  difpofitions  to  prevent  their 

property  from  being  inundated,  provided  thefe  works  hurt  not  the 

courfe  of  the  river  nor  the  navigation.     But  as  in  feveral  parts  of 

the  ri^ht  bank  Itoncs  are  entirely  wanting,  and  other  materials  ne- 

cellar V  for  water  buildings,  and  as  the  left  Lank,  on  the  contrary, 

pwiTcHci  thcui  in  abundance,  both  parlies  ihall  be  entitled  to  fupply 

thcmfelvcs 
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ihemfelves  reciprocally  with  thefe  materials,  fucb  as  (tones,  faf- 
cines,  wooden  pilcs>  &c.  at  a  reafonable  price.  The  principle 
of  the  two  nations  enjoying  equally  the  right  6f  navigation  upon 
the  Rhine,  accords  entirely  with  the  lil  and  i6th  articles  of  the 
note  of  the  deputation  of  the  3d  of  March  ;  but  no  explanation 
is  given  rcfpedting  the  willi  there  manifefted,  that  by  a  common 
arrangement  with  the  Batavian  republic,  the  free  navigation  of 
the  Rhine  be  enfured  to  the  mouth  of  the  river,  and  that  on  the 
other  harid  the  rcfervation  (hould  be  propofed,  that  no  other  nations 
ihoald  participate  in  it  but  with  the  confent  of  the  two  partieSy 
and  on  conditions  conjointly  agreed  upon.  There  were  only,  as 
is  known,  the  Swifs  on  the  Upper  Rhine,  and  the  inhabitants  of 
the  Low  Countries  on  the  Lower  Rhine,  who  were  accuftomed 
to  navigate  the  Rhine  with  their  boats.  The  ulterior  propofition 
to  aboliih  the  right  of  toll  appears  in  truth  to  lead  tothe  advantage 
of  trauc:  but  it  is  a! To  to  be  feared,  that  by  this  fuppreflfion  the 
keeping  up  of  the  courfe  of  the  river  for  navigation,  which  is  an 
expcniive  article,  might  no  longer  take  place  as  formerly.  On 
the  other  hand,  there  exift  many  debts  mortgaged  upon  the  pro- 
duce of  thofe  duties ;  yet  if  this  abolition  (hould  be  efieded,  it 
would  be  proper  that  it  (hould  extend  alfo  to  the  Batavian  Fepublic, 
and  that,  to  favour  the  freedom  of  commerce,  the  ftaple  rights 
and  the  w:itc;rmen's  duty  (hould  alfo  be  fuppre(red. 

With  rcfpeil  to  the  fubfcquent  propofition  in  the  French  note, 
that  merchandife  only  (liould  be  fubjeA  to  the  cudom  duties  eda- 
blilhcd  in  the  countries  and  receivable  at  the  moment  of  landing, 
without  the  duties  edablithed  on  one  bank  being  greater  than 
thofe  which  (liall  be  edabliihed  on  the  other  ;  it  would  be  evidently 
advantageous  that  ihc  two  nations  (hould  agree  upon  certain  princi- 
ples refpt'ifiing  the  duties  to  be  received  upon  merchandife  :  but, 
according  to  the  propofition  of  the  French  minifters,  thefe  duties 
could  not  abfoIuTt'iy  be  the  fame  upon  the  two  banks.  In  fafi,  in 
criicr  that  this  eiiunliiy  may  operate,  it  would  be  necefTary  to 
cllabiiih  a  common  acd  uniform  tari/for  all  the  dates,  large  and 
fmali,  which  are  (ituatcd  upon  the  Rhine.  Befides«  the  priiKipal 
<ibjvd  of  this  fpecics  of  import  is  not  to  produce  a  revenue  to  the 
fuvtn'ign,  and  confcqiicntly  to  return  money  to  the  treafury,  but 
to  dctVny,  in  the.  tirlt  mitnncc,  the  expenfe  to  which  the  ftates  muft 
be  j'H'i,  und'.r  tl)c  cMninercial  relation,  for  roads,  towing-ways, 
bridges,  nnd  the  p:iy  of  the  pcrfons  employed,  and  afterwards  to 
procure  the  means  of  direding  the  trade  for  the  advantage  of  the 
inhnliitants,  ilie  prosperity  of  their  manufadures,  and  the  encou- 
ragement of  indi:llry.  A  (late  attains  this  obje£k  by  cuftoms,  bj 
diminidnng  the  duiies  of  importation  upon  certain  merchandife* 
and  by  a'.iv:meiitir.g  them  upon  others,  from  the  neceflity  therS 
may  be  for  thcn^  according  as  they  are  abundant  or  fcarCTy  raw  or 
znanuradured,  &c.     JBui  if  ihcfc  cudom  duties  are  all  at-oofiO  to 

be 
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sxadly  the  fame  upon  both  banks,  that  xfity  Cannot  be  changed 
ut  the  confent  of  the  two  parties^  fuch  an  arrangement  couM 
»  eafiiy  be  effeded  without  the  moft  minute  examination  of 
ctails,  confidering  the  difference  of  the  great  and  fmall 
which  are  fituated  upon  the  right  bank  of  the  Rhine,  and 
i  intereftsi  wants,  and  views  are  fo  various.  Nothing  is 
evident  than  that  it  is  the  intercft  of  each  (late  to  make  al- 
)ns  in  this  particular,  according  as  its  individual  pofition 
-ants  require ;  to  prohibit  frequently  the  importation  of  ar* 
upon  which  bounties  are  allowed  in  a  neighbouring  (late. 
^(labli(hment  upon  the  right  bank  of  the  Rhine  of  an  uni- 
tari/t  which  (hould  be  the  fame  as  that  upon  the  left  bank, 
I  then  experience,  in  all  refpeds,  well-founded  difficulties, 

all  thefe  obfervationSy  as  well  as  from  thofe  upon  the  na- 
on  of  the  Rhine,  the  towing-roads,  the  keeping  up  of  the 

^nd  the  tolls,  which  are  all  founded  in  the  different  relm- 
of  Germany,  one  may  fee  how  much  thofe  objcds  would 
re  important  con fiderat ions  connected  with  locality,  and 
g  a  marked  connexion  with  the  progrefs  of  commerce—- 
difllicnit  it  would  be  to  change  thofe  eftablifhments  which 
ex i (led  for  ages,  and  which  had  the  greated  influence  upon 
ade  and  profpcrity  of  the  two  banks  of  the  Rhine  in  a  verf 
extent ;  finally,  how  little  polTible  it  would  be,  without  t 
JUS  and  deep  examination  of  all  thefe  confiderations,  to  make 
rangement  equally  advantageous  for  the  two  nations  upon 
Is  fo  complicated.  But  as  this  fcrnpulous  examination  ought 
» chtrck  the  principal  work  of  pacification,  the  deputation 

•  Empire  think  th<*y  on^ht  to  propofe,  that  all  the  points 
1  concern  the  navit;aiion  »>t  the  Rhine,  the  towing-ways,  the 
ng  up  of  the  river,  the  tolls  and  cuftoms,  and  the  trade  in 
al,  fhould  be  deterred  till  the  concluiion  of  a  treaty  of  com- 
r  and  navi:^ation,  and  that  until  then  every  thing  (hould  re- 
injlfjfu  quo.  Wiih  rtTpedl  to  the  defirc  niauitclted  by  the 
:h  mintllcr*",  that  tlu:  navigation  Ihould  be  free  upon  all  the 

which  riow  into  the  Rhine,  as  well  as  tipon  the  great  riverj 
ermaoy,  that  object  ib  not  within  the  competence  of  the  de- 
ion. 

le  minillcrs  of  the  French  republic  next  make  an  abfolutely 
demand,  that   i?,  that  amongil  the  pofTeffions  of  the  (lates 

•  left  bank,  which  ought  to  be  replaced  on  the  right  bank, 
I  be  comprifed  thofe  which  belong  to  the  immediate  equcf* 
onler.  One  does  not  fee  bv  what  rcafons  the  property  and 
tenanocs  of  the  equcilrian  orJ' r  IhoulJ  be  confidcred  other- 
ban  as  priv.ite  property,  \vho<e  inviolahility  has  been  aifured 

note  of  the  igth  (ierjuinal  (8th  April).     This  overture  re- 

lo  the  equeftrian  (Tder  can  only  b?  founded  upon  an  error 

manner  of  judging  of  the  relations  of  that  order  wi»h  the 

L.  VII.  U  u  Empire. 
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Empire.  The  opidTon  formed  in  it  of  the  poflibility  of  a  fiotib 
arrangement,  is  an  objed  To  much  thcmore  important,  as  its  ad 
miflion  would  involve  in  it  tlie  greateft  difficulties,  and  as  any  ir 
demnification  whatever  upon  the  right  bank  of  the  Rhine  woul 
cxhauft  the  mafs  of  indemnities,  and  confequently  in  a  great  mea 
fure  pro()uce  a  foiiure  in  the  objcd  of  the  indemnities. 

Thefe  immediate  nobles  are  not  flatcs  of  the  Empire  ;  they  en 
joy  no  right  of  fuflrrage  in  the  general  diets  or  the  diets  of  the  cir 
cle  ;  they  have  confequently  no  mure  fliare  in  war  and  peace  thao 
the  other  fubje£ls  of  the  Empire.  They  differ  from  the  mediate 
nobility  and  the  other  fubjcdis  of  the  Empire,  inafntiuch  as  thcjr 
arc  (without  intermediate  perfonsl  under  the  Emperor  and  Em- 
pire, and  arc  not  fubjcdUd  to  the  fovcrcignty  of  any  (late  of  the 
Empire.  Their  rights  of  property  accord  entirety  with  the 
French  laws.  The  immediate  nobility  form  two  cantons-^ihai 
of  the  Upper  Rhine  and  that  oi'  the  Lower :  they  have  all  their 
poflTeffions  upon  the  left  bank.  1  he  canton  of  the  Upper  Rhine 
is  bounded  by  the  Rhtin,  the  Qucich,  and  the  Nahe  ;  that  of  the 
Lower  Rhine  extends  from  the  Nahe  to  the  Lower  Rhine. 

The  polTeifions  of  the  equeftrian  order  of  thofc  two  cantons  are 
ifolated  and  fcattered  over  the  territories  of  the  dates  of  the  Em- 
pire  ;  they  confifl  wholly,  either  of  one  houfc.m  a  town,  or  in  a 
village,  and  frequently  of  fields  only,  (Ufperfed  amidft  othci 
land  ;  of  tithes  and  other  dues  of  that  kind  :  very  few  places  are 
wholly  the  property  of  that  order.  Several  families  of  counts 
who  pay  dues  to  the  Empire  and  to  the  Circle  for  fome  pofleflions, 
and  who  have  thereby  a  right  to  fit  in  the  aflembly  of  counts  ol 
the  Empire,  belong  alfo,  with  their  etfedls,  to  thofe  cantons  ol 
the  equcllrian  order  :  they  are  generally  the  families  which  polfcf! 
the  greatcfl  number  of  places  depending  upon  that  order.  Will 
the  exception  of  thofc  places,  the  canton  of  the  Upper  Rhin< 
fcarccly  reckons  twenty  villages  which  belong  wholly  to  the  no 
bles  :  fome  belong  in  common  to  feveral  nobles.  There  are  alf( 
fiatcs  of  the  Empire,  chapters,  convents,  &c.  which  poflefs  thef< 
dependencies  upon  the  equcflrian  order  ;  the  latter,  as  well  as  al 
the  poflelfors  of  the  property  of  liie  equeftrian  order,  pay  thcii 
impofts  to  the  canton.  The  immediate  quality  of  a  great  DOID' 
ber  of  thcfe  polFellions  is  difputcd  by  the  ftates  of  the  Empin 
in  the  countries  in  which  they  arc  fituatcd — that  quality  then  can 
not  be  conddcred  as  important.  But  there,  even  where  the  equef 
trian  order  poflfcfs  whole  places,  and  where  their  quality  a 
immediate  is  rccognifed,  the  noble  levies  no  tax  upon  hi 
fubjefls,  and  the  dates  of  the  Empire  commonly  exercife  then 
the  fuperior  rights.  The  principal  revenue  of  the  members  a: 
the  equeftrian  order  confifts  for  this  reafon  in  their  private  pro 
perty,  tithes,  and  other  rents — the  produce  of  the  feignorial  anc 
feudal  rights  is  in  general  very  inconfiderable.    Thefe  immediate 

noble 
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PS  cannot  therefore  of  confcquence  be  conflder^  but  as  fim- 
iroprietors  of  private  property  ^  and  as  by  the  12th  title,  arti'- 
^5  of  the  French  conftitution,  foreigners,  even  without  being 
;ns,  or  eftablilheJ  in  the  French  republic,  may  pofleis 
;rty,    and  buy   and  difpofc  of    their  property,    of   courfe 

ought  to  be  applied  to  thefe  immediate  nobles  refpeding 
properly  fituated  upon  the  left  bank  of  the  Rhine,  that  which 
rench  note  of  the  19th  Germinal  (April  8)  en fu res  to  them 
:fc  terms,  that  the  prefervation  of  the  property  of  private  perf on  s 
tuver  have  been  the  oljed't  of  aferious  doubt. 
ic  French  government  will  lb  much  the  lefs  wifh  to  wreft 
private  effecls  and  appurtenances  from  their  legitimate  pof- 
s,  becaufe  by  the  public  right  of  the  Empire,  fuch  pofleflions 
ever  be  united  to  the  domains  of  the  nation  to  which  the 
1  is  made;  and  as  by  the  French  note  of  the  aad  Pluriofe 

February)  ho  pretenfion  is  advanced  but  to  the  domains  of 
IS  cxcrciling  the  fovereignty. 

rpcAingihe  debts  which  in  the  laft  French  note  are  propofed 
transferred  wholly  from  the  countries  on  the  left  bank  to 
of  the  right,  it  has  been  generally  recognifed,  in  all  times, 
he  debts  v\ith   which  countries  are  burdened,  which  by  a 

of  peace  pafs  under  another  domination,  ought  to  be  tranf* 

to  the  power  acquiring  thofe  countries.  This  principle 
I  a  late  inftance  been  followed  in  the  treaty  of  Campa 
io«  This  propofition  then  does  not  accord  with  the  rules  of 
;ht  of  nations  and  of  juflice,  and  in  the  known  ftate'of ' 
I  is  abfolutcly  inadmiffible.  The  deputation  are  confe- 
j  induced  to  expc^l  that,  after  a  fufBcient  examination  of 
incip'es  of  right,  and  the  infurmountable  difficulties  that 
i  oppofe  the  execution  of  fiich  a  condition,  the  French  mi- 
;  plenipotentiary  will  not  infifl  upon  this  point.  , 

ere  can  be  no  queftion  certainly  of  the  debts  which  particular 
t|nes,  bailiwicks,  grand  bailiwicks,  and  commonalties 
:ontraded  on  their  own  account :  thofe  who  have  contracted 
fcbts  ought  alone  to  pay  them.     The  French  government 

furely  not  in  view  to  impofe  upon  the  inhabitants  of  other 
ices  the   debts  of  a  country  which  have  been   contrafled 

for  urgent  wants,  according  to  the  forms,  ufages,  and 
:utton  of  the  country.     It  can  only  be  underftood  here  to 

to  the  catnernl  and  domanial  debts  mortgaged  ;  but  the 
eft  reafons  may  alfo  be  urged  againfl  the  transfer  of  thefe 
to  any  obje£ls  of  indemnity  upon  the   right  bank  of  the 

Thofe  debts,  with  refpeA  to  their  origin  and  ufe,  are  fo 
Dt   in  their  nature,  that  it  would  be  contrary  to  all  juftica^ 
ow   them    indidindly  and    without   exception   upon    the 
ty  or  even  to  burden  the  countries  on  the  right  baok  with  , 

U  u  a  ihemi. 
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them«  who  are  fiich  flrangers  to  them.  We  will  cite  for  ewnph 
the  eamiral  debts^  which  the  fovcreign  has  contraded  for  the  good 
of  the  country,  and  which  confequently  arc  real  national  debU| 
with  whicli  the  new  fovereigns  ought  to  be  charged, 

2d.  Should  even  the  (tares  of  the  Empire  which  have  expe- 
rienced loiTes,  and  which  have  debts,  be  indemnified  by  the  domain) 
of  other  count  lies,  the  latter  are  without  doubt  already  burdened 
with  debt*;,  aud  have  other  expenfes  and  charges  to  fupport. 

3d.  The  creditors,  who  have  the  beft-founded  pretenfions  to 
the  pledges  mortgaged 9  would  thereby  lofe  a  great  part  of  their 
fecurity. 

4th.  The  fuhjcAs  of  the  countries  on  the  right  bank  would  be 
molefted  by  the  creation,  already  not  very  ealyi  of  new  impoii- 
tions  deflincd  to  cxtinguifh  foreign  debts  from  which  they  would 
have  deduced  no  advantage. 

5th.  By  the  transfer  ot  the  cameral  debts  to  the  domains  upon 
the  right  bank,  the  obje£ls  of  indemnity  would  be  depreciated, 
which  would  confequently  render  their  augmentation  necefl'ary. 
The  refult  would  alfo  be,  that  he  who  (hould  be  the  moil  loaded 
with  debts  upon  the  left  bank,  would  have  a  right  to  pretend  to  a 
proportional  and  greater  mafs  of  indemnities  in  territory  and  in* 
habitants. 

6th.  It  is  known  that  fome  German  countries  on  the  left  hml 
of  the  Rhine,  and  prccifcly  the  mo(l  confiderable,  are  not  loade<| 
with  any  paflive  debt :  that  the  debts  of  fome  others  are  of  fmall 
importance  ;  fo  that  the  debts  of  the  reft  of  thefe  countries,  though 
large  enough,  do  not  deferve  in  their  total  to  be  confidered  as  aa 
obje£t  of  great  importance  by  the  French  republic.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  countries  fituatcd  on  the  right  bank,  which  the  republic 
reftures  to  Germany,  are  fo  ruined,  that  a  century  will  fcaicelj 
fuffice  to  free  them  from  their  debts.  Thofe  countries  are  theic- 
fore  fo  much  the  Icfs  able  to  fupport  foreign  debts. 

Finally,  the  French  minifters,  in  their  lad  note,  make  men- 
tion of  the  renunciations  which  they  dcfire  to  be  made  refpediag 
that  which  Ihall  be  ceded  by  the  Empire  to  France.    As  this  objed 
is  liable  to  no  difficulty,  and  as  the  deputation  has  already  in  part 
accedtd  to  it  in  their  note  of  the  3H  of  March,  they  think  they 
have  fo  much  the  Icfs  rcafon  to  doubt  that  a  fimilar  renunciaiioo 
will  take  place  on  the  part  of  the  French  republic  in  favour  of  the 
Empire;  ft  is  on  this  urcouni  tluy  expect  a  formal  adherence  to 
the  propofiuon  contained  in  the  third  of  the  articles  annexed  to  the 
note  of  ihe  3d  oi  March.     Tiicy  mud  alfo  renew  the  demand 
expreffcd  in  the  article  15th,  on  the  fubjccl  of  the  pretenfions 
formed  by  the  Fr»;nch  republic,  during  the  war,  at  the  charge  of 
J^eral  par'icular  (lates  of  the  Empire  ;  fo  much  the  more,  be- 
caufc  fimilar  renunciations  are  tifual  at  the  conchifion  of  treaties 
of  peace^  and  becaufe  it  would  befide  be  very  afflidingi  mfter  fuch 

ponfi# 
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pa^ridertbk  ftcrifices  at  the  Empire  bu  made'  for  tbe  good  of  all 

and  oi  each  (iatc  in  particular,  to  fee  thofe  ftatea  ftiil  e&pofod  t«i 
firelh  demands  and  pretenfions,  at  the  moment  in  which  the  Empim 
Ihould  be^in  to  enjoy  the  fruits  of  peace.  Finalljri  the  deputa- 
tion of  tbe  Empire  muil  again  demand  of  the  French  mioifters  a 
reply  to  all  the  poiqts  of  th^  laft  Dote,  to  which  none  has  yet  been 
given,  or  to  which  the  French  miniiters  have  not  y.et  replied  in  a 
faris^'a&ory  manner:  principally  to  the  articles  7,  2k^  9,  xi;  i^^ 
14^  17*  i8»  which  relate  to  the  fat'ety  and  faculty  to  all  pro- 
prietors to  difpofe  frdely  qf  all  their  puiTeffions  and  appurtenances 
upon  thp  left  bank  of  the  Rhine  ;  the  amnefty  with  its  eflfeds— ^be 
meafures  to  be  taken  in  favour  of  perfons  of  the  ecclefiadical  or 
hj  conditioHi  who  are  deprived  of  their  exiftence  by  the  new  or- 
pnization ;  the  non-application  of  the  laws  of  emigration  in  the 
ceded  countries,  as  well  as  the  arrangements  particularly  necef- 
iary  for  Alface  and  Lorraine, 


Jajiver  of  the  French  Plenipotentiaries  to  tie  ffote  ef  the  Deftttatiom 

of  the  Empire^  dated  \^b  May. 

THE  underfigncd,  minifters  of  the  French  republic  for  the 
negotiation  with  the  German  Empire*  have  received  the  note  of 
tile  deputation  of  the  Empire  of  the  19th  of  lad  Floreal,  commur 
aicated  to  them  by  Count  Metternich,  minifter  plenipotentiary  of 
his  Majefty  the  Emperor. 

They  hoped  that  the  deputation,  enlightened  refpeding  their 

true  interelts,  and  the  dangers  of  temporizing,  and  penetrated, 

like  thcmfclves,  with  the  ncceflity  of  a  prompt  and  durable  peace, 

would  not  have  hefitated  to  accept  the  propofitions  announced  in 

the  note  of  the  French  legation  of  the  14th  of  lad  Florcal  ;  that 

thcry  would  acknowledge  that  the  French  repiiblic  could  not  have 

exhibited  greater  moderation  and  condefcenf|on  \  and  that  doubr- 

Icfs  much  greater  facriftces  would  have  been  required  of  her,  ha4 

iter  enemic:s  fucceeded  in  their  plans  of  invafion  and  partition  \ 

ja  fine,  ilur,  inilcad  of  plunging  themfclves  more  an()  mqre  into 

«n  eiiilcls  difciiilion,  they  would  lludy  to  give  precifion  to  their 

anfwcrs  \  and  clpecially  that  they   would  judify  the  oppofition 

irhich  they  manitenedto  the  moll  important  points  by  that  Itrength 

of  reafon  wliich  men  of  integrity  cannot  relilt. 

Dilappoiiitcd  in  thcfc  hopes,  the  underfigned  have  given  the 
more  profouhd  attention  to  tne  note  of  the  19th  Floreal ;  and  they 
lave  to  diclare,  t;iar,  from  the  mod  mature  examination,  they 
lave  deriyeJ  lu)  convidi  iiig  reafon  to  induce  them  to  defiil  from 
bcir  titil  deniaiKi'*.  Fur  example:  The  deputation  are  furdy 
KM  ferious  in  pr()j)(>ling  to  refer  to  a  particular  convention  of  com* 
aercc  an4  nayigation^  all  that  the  note  of  the  French  legation 

contains 
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contains  relative  to  the  navigation  of  the  Rhine,  to  thb  towige 
way»y  works  on  the  banks^  toll  duties,  &c.  It  is  difficult,  ii 
fa&,  to  conceive  what  is  intended  by  a  treaty  of  commerce  witi 
the  Empire  in  general.  It  is  with  each  (late  in  particular,  am 
according  to  mutual  conveniency,  that  relations  of  this  kind  muil 
he  formed.  But  all  the  objeds  in  qucflion,  with  the  exception 
perhaps,  of  fomc.cuftoms  which  belong  to  conventions  pure!) 
commercial^  ought  to  enter  into  a  treaty  of  peace  conclnded  with 
the  Empire,  becaufc  the  Empire  has  a  public  and  dii^&  intereil 
in  them.  It  is  as  difficult  to  comprchei.d  the  declaration  made  by 
the  deputation,  that  they  arc  not  competent  to  decide  upon  th€ 
demand  of  the  miniftcrs  plenipotentiary  of  the  French  republic, 
relative  to  the  free  navigation  of  the  rivers  running  into  the  RhinCi 
and  in  general  to  the  great  rivers  of  Germany.  It  appears  that 
the  depuration  of  the  Empire  declare  in  vain  that  they  have  no 
powers  in  this  cafe.  If  they  have  no  right  to  pronounce  in  it 
thcmfelvcs,  it  belongs  to  them,  at  lead,  to  folicit  the  decilion  of 
the  Germanic  Diet ;  and  furcly  there  is  fo  much  more  reafon  for 
aiionilhinent  at  their  indifference  in  this  refpc£l,  as  the  opening 
a  free  palTage  in  the  Icifcr  rivers  of  Germany  is  the  objedl  which, 
in  its  confcquences,  moll  intcrells  the  German  nation. 

The  rcfufal  of  the  deputation  to  confent  to  the  re-eftabli(hment 
of  the  commercial  bridge  between  the  two  Brifacs  is  built  on 
no  better  foundation  ;  cfpecially  when  it  is  remarked,  that  the 
pretext  for  this  refufal  is  drawn  entirely  from  the  claufe  of  the 
ancient  treaties,  which  fiipulate  that  it  ihotild  be  dcmolifhed. 
Without  feeking  to  trace  the  true  motive  of  the  reftflance  whici: 
they  have  manlfelled  upon  this  fubjedi,  the  underfigned  will  re- 
peat, that  the  advantage  of  a  part  of  Germany  demands,  as  iirongi] 
as  that  of  one  of  the  departments  of  the  French  republic,  tha' 
this  ancient  communication  (hould  be  reflored  to  the  commerce 
of  the  two  nations.  Why  fliould  the  alarms  arifing  from  a  ftat< 
of  war  be  constantly  oppofcd  to  the  ancient  benefits  of  a  ftatc  a 
peace  ?  If  all  the  difhculties  which  the  deptuation  appear  to  cre- 
ate at  every  ftep  weie  examined  in  detail,  they  would  be  fount 
equally  dclUtute  of  folidity,  and  the  pretenfions  of  the  Frencl 
republic  would  Aill  remain  in  full  force.  But  in  negotiation  thi 
efl'ential  point  is  to  advance  ;  and  no  advance  can  be  made  bj 
empty  difcuflion.  It  is  therefore  ncceflary  that  on  both  (ides  w< 
Ibould  exprefs  ourfelves  without  delay  or  refcrve. 

The  underfigned  \i  ill  give  the  example  ;  and  if  the  weaknefs  o 
the  objections  hitherto  oppofc-d  to  them  do  not  jnftify  any  facrifia 
on  their  part,  they  will  find  motives  for  it  in  the  beneficent  pf> 
licy  of  their  government — in  its  refpcct  for  humanity,  and  in  iti 
fincere  defire  to  accelerate  the  conclufion  of  a  definitive  treaty 
which  (hall  connc6l  the  two  powers  by  the  tic  of  common  pro* 
fperity.     They  therefore  propofe  the  following  modification  u 

4  ibm( 
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(bmc  articles  of  the  note  of  the  14th  Floreal,  on  the  fuppofitipa 
chat  the  deputation  will  accede  tq  the  other  articles  contained  ia 
ity  which  remain  unaltered,  the  undcrfigned  perfifting  in  them 
with  more  urgence,  as  being  incapable  of  undergoing  any  difcuf- 
Gon* 

ift.  Kehl  has  too  often  formed  part  of  the  French  territory  not 
to  be  confidered  as  an  ancient  French  poileilionf  and  being  fucht 
it  is  not  to  be  fuppofed  that  the  republic  ihould  now  abandon  it« 
But  to  remove  the  inquietude  of  the  Empire  on  this  fubje£l,  it 
will  be  ftipulated  that  no  town  or  regular  fort  ihall  be  built  on  its 
foil,  and  nothing  will  be  prefcrvcd  except  the  bridge,  and  thcre-- 
doubts  neceflary  to  protect  it. 

2d«  The  republic  had  demanded  fifty  acres  of  land  oppoflte  to 
the  old  bridge  of  Huningucn,  with  a  road  to  it :  it  renounces  that 
demand,  and  requires  only  that  there  be  con(lru<Sed  at  Huninguea 
abridge  of  communication  between  the  two  banks. 

3d.  The  earned  reclamations  of  the  plenipotentiaries  of  the 
Empire,  in  favour  of  the  chief  nobles  of  the  Empire,  will  be  fa« 
rourably  received  by  the  French  government.  It  will  alfo  con* 
lent,  that  thofe  who  are  not  counts,  princes,  or  ftates  of  the  Em^ 

Eire,  and  who  have  neither  a  collective  nor  individual  vote  in  ths 
Net.  of  the  Empire^  (houid  be  confidered  as  private  perfbns,  and 
treated  as  fuch  ;  it  being  underdood,  at  the  fame  time,  that  thejf 
can  have  no  claim  or  indemnity  whatever,  either  from  the  fufK 
piellion  of  feudal  rights,  want  of  poiTeflion,  or  degradation^ 
4owa  to  the  period  when  they  Ihall  be  put  in  poiTeflion,  that  i% 
the  day  of  exchanging  the  ratification  of  the  definitive  treaty. 
The  arrears  of  revenue  due  at  the  fame  period  will  belong  to  the 
fquiblic, 

4th.  The  dependencies  on  the  left  bank  of  eccleiiaftksd  efta* 
Wfliments  on  the  right  being  ceded  to  the  republic,  the  dependent 
(icsoo  the  left  bank  of  ecclefiafiical  edabliihments  on  tbe  right 
will  continue  to  belong  to  the  Empire. 

The  minifters  plenipotentiary  of  the  French  republic  have  ne 
doubt  that  the  deputation  of  the  Empire  will  juftly  appreciate  tbig 
aiw  teftimony  of  the  moderation  of  its  government.  From  reci^ 
procal  fiu:rifices  there  will  refult  a  peace,  fpeedy,  folid,  and  to* 
•onrable  for  the  two  flates. 

kafiadtj  4th  Mefidor  (22dJunfJ,  6tb 
year  pf  thi  French  repuhlic. 

bonnieil 
Jean  D&^^t. 
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Suhjlance  of  the  Vott  gh*en  hy  Auftria  in  Anfwtr  to  the  IdJI  Note$J 
the  French  Plenipotentiaries^  dated  22d  Jnriu 

Rajladt^  July  8. 

THE  minifters  of  Auftriai  after  ftating  that  they  had  oppofed 
in  an  amic&ble  but  energetic  manner^  the  new  demands  of  the 
French  plenipotentiaries ;  that  the  deputation  of  the  Empire  had 
already  confcnted,  with  fome  modifications^  to  the  moft  oppref- 
five  demands  ;  and  that»  confidering  the  nature  of  the  Germanic 
conltttiiiion,  the  deputation  was  not  only  free  from  the  charge  of 
having  temporizedi  but  had  even  done  every  thing  to  accelerate 
the  treaty,  proceed  in  the  following  manner : 

The  lad  French  note  of  the  22d  June  has  very  much  difap. 
pointed  the  flattering  hopes  that  the  important  motives^  alleged 
with  a  view  of  obtaining  more  favourable  conditionSi  would  at 
length  be  rewarded  with  deferved  fuccefs,  fincc,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  fome  trifling  modifications,  the  principal  points  were  in* 
filled  on  even  in  the  aAual  form  of  a  demand,  which,  with  re*^ 
fbedl  to  the  free  navigation  of  the  Rhine,  and  the  other  rivers  o 
Germany,  had  not  been  before  manifefted  but  in  the  nature  of 
wi(h.  Auflria  has  in  every  point  of  view  been  influenced  onl^ 
ly  the  diAates  of  duty,  which  (hall  dired  her  in  her  prefen 
tote.  She  propofes,  therefore,  to  declare  repeatedly,  in  a  ne 
anfwer  to  the  miniflers  of  the  republic,  that  it  is  expeAed— 

ift.  That  the  republic  will  delid  from  her  pretenfions  on  al 
the  iilands  of  the  Rhine,  and  confine  herfelf  to  the  limits  requi 
by  herfelf,  preferving  the  way  in  which  the  duties  are  coWt&xA^ 
or  the  navigable  part  of  the  river. 

2d.  7  hat  Caflel,  Kehl,  and  the  tite  du  pont  of  Huninguenr^ 
belonging  to  the  right  bank  of  the  Rhine,  ihall  remain  in  the^ 
poReffion  of  the  Empire  of  Germany  \  and  that  in  general  everjr 
ibtng  on  the  Upper  Rhine  (hall  be  reflored  to  its  cxilting  ftate  be«^ 
fore  the  prefent  war. 

3d.  That  the  fortrefs  of  Ehrenbreitftein  (hall  remain  iin-* 
totiched. 

4th.  That  the  fequeftration  impofed  upon  the  property  of  tha 
fiobility  immediately  dependent  on  the  Empire,  (hall  be  taken  oflrt 
4iul  reltoration  (hall  be  made  to  them  of  every  thing  of  which  they 
have  been  deprived  to  the  prefent  moment.  That  no  diftiniSion 
(ball  be  made  between  thofe  fituated  on  the  right  and  left  bank  of 
the  Rhine,  nor  between  thofe  who  have  not  votes  in  the  Diet  of 
the  Empire,  and  thofe  who  (it  and  vote  in  it ;  and  that  the  nobi- 
lity immediarely  dependent  on  the  Kmpirc,  (hall  be  indemnified 
for  their  feudal  rights  which  h:^c  been  ftipprefTed. 

cth.  That  with  rcfpc£t  to  the  ecclcflaitical  eflabli(hments,  it 
fliall  be  determined  whether  the  j>ia  corpora  (hall  be  comprehended 
in  them,  as  it  is  here  believed  ought  to  be  the  cafe. 

Finally* 
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Fioally.  Audria  inuft  propofe  the  frequent  reprefentation  of  all 
tbefc  conflderation^,  and  6f  whatever  the  deputation  fhall  think 
proper  to  add,  to  the  French  minidcrsy- in  amicable  expreflions, 
but,  at  the  fame  time,  in  terms  of  energy,  with  the  intent  that 
the  French  government  may  be  induced  to  come  to  a  refolution  to 
recede  from  her  hard  demands.  Ther^  is  xeafon  to  exped  that 
fiich  will  be  the  event,  more  particularly  as  the  French  minifterSf 
in  their  laft  note,  extol  themfelves  the  liberal  fyftem  of  politics 
purfued  by  their  government,  its  refped  for  humanity,  and  its 
fincere  defire  to  accelerate  theconclufion  of  peace.  The  deputa- 
tion places  too  much  confidence  in  this  lad  declaration,  as  well 
as  in   the  preceding  ones,  to  entertain  a  doubt  of  their  being 


Sulflance  of  the  Declaration  made  by  the  Pruffian  Afinlflers  at 
Kajladi,  to  th€  AUnijiers  Plenipotentiary  of  the  French  Repub^ 
lie. 

THE  King  has  feen,  with  the  greateft  furprife,  the  preten- 
Fionf,  as  novel  as  unexpected,  which  the  French  republic  has 
Tormed  (ince  the  negotiations  were  opened  on  the  two  bafes, 
i^ic.  the  left  bank  of  the  Rhine  and  the  indemnities ;  which 
E^retenfions  confift  in  this,  that  the  debts  of  the  ftates  which 
Experience  loflcs  ofi  the  left  bank,  be  transferred  to  ibe  rig^t 
bank ;  that  the  prefent  noblefle  of  the  Empire,  who  are  de- 
prived of  their  property  on  the  left  fide  of  the  Riiine,  IbouM  be 
indemnified  on  the  right ;  that  all  theiflandsof  the  Rhine  Oiould 
be  ceded,  as  well  as  the  different  military  pofts  on  this  fide  of  the 
Rhine,  &c.  Among  all  thefe  demands,  that  of  the  abolition  of 
Chrenbreitftein  was  particularly  unexpe£led  by  the  King.  His 
Majefty  flatters  himfelf,  however,  that  France  will  change  her 
fentinoents  in  this  rcfpedl,  and  that  (he  will  even  defift  from  any 
fuch  pretenfion,  if  it  be  intended  to  remain  on  the  footing  of 
amity  and  good  underftanding  with  Priiflia.  Indeed,  to  demand 
the  demolition  of  Khrenbreitlicin  and  the  prefervation  of  other 
military  polls,  is  evidently  afluming  an  oifenfive  and  menacing 
sttitude  againlt  the  north  of  Germany,  aiid  therefore  mufl  force 
his  Majefly  in  particular  to  refort  to  meafures  of  precaution 
and  defence.  The  King  is  certainly  far  from  being  induced  to 
enter  into  a  new  coalition  againft  France.  He  loves  alfo  to  be- 
lieve that  the  republic  will  not  aiftime  a  threatening  a(jpe£t,  nor 
create  difagrccabie  ^ilarms. 


Vox..  VI  I.  X  X  Cartil 
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Cartel  for  the  Exchange  of  Prlfonen  of  War  between  Great  Britain 

and  France. 

TTTE  the  underfigned  commifTioners  for  the  tranfport  fervicci 
^  ^  and  for  the  care  and  cuftody  of  prifoner^  of  war,  on  the 
part  and  in  the  name  of  his  Britannic  Majedy ;  and  M .  Jo- 
feph  Niou,  commiiTary  for  prifoners  of  war,  on  the  part  and  in 
the  name  of  the  French  government ;  being  duly  authorized  tc 
take  proper  meafures  for  carrying  into  execution  an  exchange  o: 
prifoners,  have  agreed  upon  the  following  articles : 

I.  An  exchange  of  prifoners  of  war  (hall  immediately  tab 
place  between  the  two  countries,  man  for  man,  and  rank  foi 
rank ;  and  the  French  government  fliall  begin,  by  fending  ovei 
to  England,  in  a  French  cartel  veflcl,  a  number  of  Britifli  pri- 
foners, with  the  proportion  of  five  officers  to  one  hundred  meq, 
upon  the  arrival  of  whom  in  England  the  Britifh  government 
will  caufe  an  equal  number,  of  the  fame  rants,  of^  French  pri- 
foners, to  be  fent,  in  an  EnglilTi  cartel  velTel,  to  France.  The 
Britifh  aovernment  (hall  then  caufe  to  be  ient  to  France,  in 
an  Enji^lifli  cartel  veiTel,  a  number  of  French  prifoners,  with  thj 
fame  proportion  of  officers  as  above  mentioned,  for  whom  th< 
French  government  (hall  return,  by  a  French  cartel  veflfel,  th< 
fame  number  and  ranks   of   Briti(h   prifoners.     The  exchang 

'fholl  be  continued  according  to  the  fame  alternate  plan,  until  otx\ 
or  the  other  of  the  two  governments  (hall  think  proper  to  put  \ 
(lop  thereto ;  and,  in  that  cafe,  the  party  fo  difcontinuing  is  t< 
return,  without  delay,  whatever  number  of  prifoners  may  ap 
pear  to  be  againfl  it  on  the  balance  of  the  exchanges  that  may  t( 
that  time  have  taken  place  in  confequence  of  this  cartel. 

II.  In  order  to  prevent  any  difficulties  that  might  otherwK 
arife  from  the  diverfity  of  ranks  of  officers  in  the  fervice  of  th 
two  countries,  it  is  hereby  agreed,  that  the  table  hereto  annexed 
of  correfponding  ranks  in  the  Englifh  and  French  fervices,  ihal 
uniformly  be  attended  to  by  both  parties  ;  and  that  officers  oi 
either  fide,  of  ranks  of  which  there  (h^ll  be  no  corrcfpondinj 
officer  or  officers  in  pofleflion  of  the  other  power,  (hall  be  ex 
changed  for  their  equivalent,  according  to  the  fcalc  pf  value  ii 
men  fpecified  in  tRe  faid  table, 

III.  All  the  prifoners  on  both  fides  to  be  exchanged  by  this  car 
tel  Ihall  be  fclected,  according  to  their  ranks,  by  the  refpefiiv 
Agents  vV/  ihe  countries  to  which  they  belong,  refiding  at  Paris  o 
in  London,  without  any  intci  Terence  lyhateyer  on  the  part  of  th* 
government  in  whofe  pofTcIfion  they  may  be. 

IV.  It  being  (lipulated,  that  the  Briti(h  prifoners  (hall  be  fen 
to  England  in  French  vcilels,  and  the  French  prifoners  convcyet 
to  France  in  Britifl:  vefTelr,  it  is  hereby  agreed,  that  the  whol 
c^pc)ife  attending  fuch  vefTcis  Hiall  be  defrayed  by  the  refpeftiv 

couotric 


(    33»    ) 

Cbiintrie^  by  which  they  may  be  einfildyed ;  and  that  the  prilbn- 
trs,  during  their  palFage,  wall  be  furniihed  with  the  following 
daily  allowances — vjz* 


BtUiJh  Prifoners. 

lb. 
Bread  —  i 


FreAch  Prifomrs. 

lb. 
Bread  —  l| 

Beef  —  I  I  Beef  —  | 

Beer  2  quarts^  or  wine         |  Beer  2  quarts. 
I  quart.  | 

A  table  of  which  allowances  is  to  be  affixed  to  the  malft  of  each 
cartel  veflel. 

V.  All  prifoners  on  both  fides,  not  being  officers,  who,  from 
bounds,  age,  or  infirmities,  ate  rendered  incapable  of  further 
fervice,  and  alfo  all  boys  under  twelve  years  of  age,  ihall  be 
fonhwith  returned  to  their  refpedive  countries,  without  regard 
to  their  numbers  or  equality  of  exchange;  but  the  iTeledion  of 
perfons  of  the  dcfcriptions  mentioned  in  this  article,  is  to  be 
left  entirely  to  the  agents  and  furgeons  of  the  government  of  the 
country  in  which  they  are  detained. 

VI.  All  furgeons,  furgeons'  mates,  purfers  (or  aides-cmmif- 
Joim)^  purfers*  (lewards  (or  commis  aux  vivresj,  fecretaries, 
chaplains,  and  fchoolmaders,  being  the  clalfes  comprehended 
Udder  the  denomination  of  noncombattants,  and  alfo  palfengers 
not  of  the  fea  or  land  fervice,  in  whatever  (hips  taken,  (hall  not 
bcconfidered  as  prifoners,  but  (hall  be  immediately  fet  at  liberty^ 
to  return  to  their  rcfpedivc  countries,  without  being  placed  to 
the  account  of  exchange. 

VII.  All  officers  bearing  authentic  commiflions  in  the  land 
iervicc,  and  thofc  belonging  to  the  fea  fervice  of  the  following 
tanks — viz. 

Admirals  Lieutenants 

Vice-admirals  Enfigns 

Rear-admirals  Maders 

Commodores  Mates  (or  pilots) 

Captains  Midlhipmen  (or  afpirants) ; 

Ind  alfo  mailers  and  mates,  or  fecond  captains  of  merchant 
velTels  exceeding  the  burden  of  eighty  tons,  together  with  the 
captain,  and  in  the  proportion  of  three  other  officers  to  each 
hundred  men,  of  privateers  of  fourteen  carriage  guns  and  up« 
Wards,  (hall  cither  be  permitted  to  return  to  their  refpeftive 
countries  on  parole,  not  to  ferve  until  regularly  exchanged ;  or 
ftall  liave  the  nfiial  indulgence  of  parole  granted  to  them  in  the 
country  in  which  they  are  detained.  And  it  is  agreed,  that 
irhatcvcr  officers  may,  by  virtue  of  this  article,  return  tp  their 
efpeAivc  countries,  Ihall  be  fuffercd  to  depart  from  their  prefect 
►laces  of  confinement  to  Dover,  or  Gravelines,  as  foon  as  con^ 
tnicntly  may  be  after  the  figning  of  the  prefent  cartel ;    and 

X  x  ^  alfo. 
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alfo)  that  all  o(!icers  reflding  on  parole  in  their  own  countries, 
ihall  fignify  to  the  agent  of  the  country  to  which  they  arc  prifon- 
crs  their  refpedive  places  of  refidence>  which  they  aie  on  no  ac- 
count to  change,  without  firft  intimating  their  intention  to  the 
faid  agent ;  and  they  are,  moreover,  at  the  expiration  of  every 
two  months,  to  tranfmit  to  the  faid  agent  a  certificate  of  the 
particular  places  where  they  may  refide,  figned  by  the  magiftrates 
or  municipal  officers  of  fuch  places. 

VIII.  The  fettlement  of  the  balance  now  exiding  on  the  ac- 
count of  fuch  exchanges  of  prifoners  ofi  war  of  both  countries, 
as  have  taken  place  from  the  commencement  of  hoftilities  to  the 
day  of  the  date  hereof,  (hall  be  deferred  until  the  termination  of 
the  prcfent  war ;  but  it  is  clearly  underftood,  that  all  officers,  on 
both  (ides,  who  have  been  rcleafsj^  and  permitted  to  return  to 
their  refpcAive  countries  on  parole^,  fmce  tl)e  commencement  of 
the  war,  and  who  have  not  hitheft6  been  regularly  exchanged, 
are  not  to  ferve  in  any  capacity,  either  civil  or  military,  until 
they  (hail  have  been  duly  exchanged  for  prifoners  of  equal  ranks^ 
according  to  their  origiqal  engagements. 

Done  at  the  Tranfport  Office,  London,   the  13th  day  of 
September  i7q8. 

Rupert  George,  John  Schank» 

Ambrose  Serle,  John  Marsh. 


Tuhle  0/  the  correfpoiding  Ranks  in  the   Englijh  and  French  Ser* 

vicff  with  their ^alue  in  Aden. 

RANKS    IN    THJi    NAVY. 

French.  Englijh.  MEN, 

Vicr-admiral  conimanding    in  ^j^j^^j     commanding     in 

chief,  having  the  temporary  » •  r                 *           , 

r^nk  of  admiral. 

«..        1*1  Admiral  carrying  his  flag  at 

Vice-admiral.  the  main:  Vice-admiral      40 

Rear-admiral.  Rear-admiral  30 

Chief  of  a  I'quadron.  Commodore  20 

Pofl  captain  of  three  years 

(landing,  whofe  rank  an- 

Captain  of  a  fliip  of  the  line.         fwcrs  to  that  of  colonel. 

Ditto,     having    rank    of 

lieutenant-colonel   .  — .       i^ 

Mafters  and  commanders,  or 

captains  not  pod,  having 

,^     .  .      r     r  •     .  xzxiV  of   major,   amoneil 

taplam  of  a  fr.gate.  whomarclncludedcaptains 

of  firefliips,  who  are  maf- 
ters  and  comoiaiiders     -      % 

Lieutenant 


f 


i 


Frmch. 
Lieutenant  of  a  Ihip  of  the  line. 

Eniign  of  a  Ibtp  of  the  line. 
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Lieutenant  without  diftinc- 
tion  —  6 

Lieutenant,  when  all  the 
French  fhall  be  exchanged, 
and  in  default  of  Englifh 
lieutenants,  midfliipmen       4 

Midihipman,  mader  of  a 
merchant  veflel,  and  cap- 
tain of  a  privateer        -        3 


Midfliipmany  mafter  of  a  mer- 
chant veflel,  and  captain  of  a 
privateer* 

Lieutenant  of  a  merchant  vef- 

fel  or  privateer,  and  all  petty    Mates,  and  all  petty  officers     % 
officers. 

Seamen,  volunteers,  and  others.  Seamen,  volunteers,  and 
being  confidered  as  common  others,  being  conOdered 
fcamen.  as  common  (eamen       -        i 


RANKS 

French. 
General  of  divifion,  command- 
ing in  chief. 

General  of  divifion. 
General  of  brigade. 
Inferior-to  the  preceding — fii- 
pcrior  to  the  following. 
Chief  of  brigade. 
Chief  of  battalion  or  fquadron. 
Captain. 
Lieutenant. 
Sous  Lieutenant. 
Non  -commiflioned      officers, 
down  to  the  rank  of  corpo- 
ral^ inclufive^ 

Soldiers. 

Rupert  George, 
Ambrose  Serle, 


IN   THE   LAND   SERVICE. 

Engl'tjh. 
Captain-genera), 
marfhal 

General 


MEK. 

or    field- 
-•  60 

40 


Lieutenant-general 

Major-general 

Brigadier-general 
Colonel 
Captain 
Lieutenant 
Enfign 
Non-commiflioned    officers, 
down  to  the  rank  of  cor- 
poral, inclufive 
Soldiers 

John  Schank, 
John  Marsh. 

Niou. 


'I 

6 

4 
3 


2 


PROCLAMATION. 

At  the  Court  at  St.  Jameses,  the  2gth  of  Augufi  I7q8,  frtjent  tht 

King's  moji  excellent  Majejly  in  Council. 

TXTHEREAS,  by  the  unjuft  aggrcflSon  of  the  perfons  exer- 
^^  cifing  the  powers  of  governmeDt  in  France,  now  in  hofti- 
lity  with  his  Majefly,  many  parts  of  Italy  have  been  forcibly 
.taken  poileilion  ut,  and  the  ancient  governments  thereof  fub- 
Verted,  and  new  governments  ere£led|    under  the  influence  of 

their 
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t>iclr  councils,  for  the  purpofe  of  aiding  more  eCEisdually  th.cif 
defigns  againft  the  common  interefts  of  Europe,  and  efpecially 
for  the  profecution  of  their  hoftile  intentions  againft  the  com- 
merce, navigaiion,  and  property  of  hisMajefty^s  raithful  fubjedss 
and  whereas  divers  acJs,  injurious  to  the  juft  rights  of  his  Majefty 
ajid  to  the  interefts  of  thcfe  kingdoms,  have  in  confequence  been 
committed  ;  his  Majcfty  is  pleafed  to  declare  (by  arid  with  the 
advice  of  his  Privy  Council)  that  fuch  parts  of  the  coafts  of  the 
Mediterranean  as  are  occupied  by  the  arms  of  the  faid  perfons 
cxercifing  the  powers  of  government  in  France,  or  are  fubje£l  td 
the  government  of  perfons  ailing  notorioufly  under  their  influence 
and  direction,  and  efpecially  the  coafts  and  ports  of  Genoa,  and 
thofe  of  tlie  territory  of  the  Pope,  (hall  be  confidcrcd  as  in  a  ftate 
of  hortiliiy  with  his  Majefty  ;  and  all  his  Majefty's  fubje£ls  and 
others  are  required  to  treat  and  confider  the  inhabitants  and  Tub- 
jet^s  thereof  as  his  Majefty *s  enemies. 

W.  Fawkener. 


Alejfage  to  the  Council  of  Fiv(^  Hundred  on   the  2%th   FruHldor 

(September  14}. 

'T^HE  Executive  Direftory  is  defirous  to  inform  you  that  the 
"*•    French  troops  have  entered  Egypt.     The  French  nation,  the 
Ottoman  Porte  itfelf,  and  the  opprefTed  people  of  that  fine  but 
unfortunate  country,  are  at  laft  avenged. 

This  memorable  event  had  been  long  forefeen  by  a  fmall  num- 
ber of  men  to  whom  glorious  and  ufcful  ideas  are  familiar  ;  but 
it  was  too  much  the  cuftom  to  rank  it  among  chimerical  projeds. 
It  was  refervcd  for  the  French  republic  to  realize  this  ncv^ 
prodigy. 

The  caufcs  which  prepared  and  infured  its  fuccefs  arc  novf  to 
•be  retraced. 

For  nearly  forty  years  the  Beys  with  their  Mamelucks,  thofc 
domineering  Haves  of  Egypt,  praftifed  the  moll  (hameful  vexa- 
tions on  the  French  fettled  in  thofe  countries,  on  the  faith  of  our 
treaties  with  the  Porte.  From  the  period  of  the  domination  of 
Ali  Bey,  about  1760,  we  may  particularly  date  the  cxcefs  of 
thofe  outrages.  That  audacious  ufurper,  after  having  thrown  off 
the  yoke  of  the  Grand  Seignior,  by  ignomiiiiuufly  expelling  his 
Pacha,  refuling  to  pay  tribute,  and  arrogating  the  right  of  making 
money  of  his  own  coin,  infulted  our  confuls,  menaced  our  drog- 
mans  with  the  moft  infamous  punifhroents,  and  pradifod  nume> 
roui  impofitions  on  our  merchants.  His  fuccelTors,  Krahil  Bey, 
and  Mohamed  Bey,  partly  defervc  fimilar  reproaches ;  but  their 
vexations  were  more  moderate.    Mourad  Beyi  and  Ibrahaai  Bey, 

who 
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nho  reigned  after  them,  furpafled  (the  firft  particularly)  all  th^ir 
predfceflbrs  in  extortion  and  plunder.     Indignant  at  the  condu^ 
of  thefe  opprefTors,  the  Ottoman  Poite  appeared  in  1786  to  wi(h 
to  take  vengeance  upon  them.     With  the  aid  of  the  forces  com- 
manded by  Haffan  Pacha,  (he  compelled  them  to  fly,  and  place^ 
a  fucceflbr ;  but  (he  did  not  know  how  to  fecure  her  authority ;  an4 
thefe  two  Beys  in   179I9  at  the  death  of  Ifmael  Bey,  who  ha4 
replaced  them,  recovered  their  power  without  obdacle,  and  con^ 
fequently  alTumed  their  former  domination. 

From  that  inftant,  but  particularly  fince  France  Jias  been  conr 
flituted  a  republic,  the  French  have  experienced  in  Egypt  vexa- 
tions a  thoufand  times  more  revolting.  It  was  eafy  to  recogntfe 
the  influence  and  the  fury  of  the  Britifh  cabinet.  The  extortions 
ofall  forts  multiplied,  often  without  the  pretext  of  neccifity  ^  and 
all  remonftrances  were  vain. 

In  the  fecond  year  of  the  republic,  the  conful  wl(hed  to  make 
juft  reprefentations  to  Mourad  Bey  on  the  fubjed  of  the  extraor- 
dinary exactions  ordered  by  that  ufurper  from  the  French  mer- 
chants. The  Bey,  far  from  (bowing  a  difpofition  to  acquiefce 
in  his  requeft,  confined  him  indantly  to  his  own  houfe  by  ai| 
armed  force,  till  all  the  produce  of  that  odious  extortion  had  beea 
entirely  paid  him. 

Towards  the  end  of  that  fame  year,  the  vexations  arofe  to  fuch 
a  pitchy  that  the  French  fettled  at  Cairo,  defirous  to  put  theif 
penons  and  fhe  remainder  of  their  fortunes  out  of  imminent  dan- 
ger, decided  to  remove  their  edablifhments  to  Alexandria:  bat 
Mourad  Bey  took  oflxMice  at  this  refolution ;  he  ordered  them  to 
be  purfued  in  their  flight :  fuch  as  remained  were  tre:|ted  as  vile 
criminals,  and  redoifbled  his  rage  againfl  them  all,  after  he  knew 
one  of  the  fugitives  was  brother  to  a  member  of  the  National 
Convention,  againfl  which  he  vomited  forh  his  implacably 
hatred. 

Thus  his  tyrannv  knew  no  bounds,  and  the  French  nation 
found  itfelf  a  prifoncr  in  E^pt.  The  Bey,  tormented  every  in- 
flant  with  the  apprchenfions  that  fome  attempt  might  be  made  to 
efcape  his  vigilance,  dared  to  tell  our  conful,  that  if  a  fingle 
Frenchman  ihould  engage  in  fuch  an  imdcrtaking,  all,  eveti 
the  conful  himfclf,  ihould  forfeit  their  heads  for  his  efcape. 
Such  audacity  and  madnefs  can  fcarcely  be  conceived ;  but  he 
foon  perceived  that  this  exccflive  tyranny  would  not  long  continue 
profitable.  He  returned,  on  the  demand  of  the  Grand  Vizir, 
not  the  funis  that  had  been  extorted,  but  their  liberty,  to  the 
French  ;  and  even  as  the  price  of  that  which  was  regarded  as  a 
favour,  he  impofed  new  pecuniary  facrifices.  The  French 
then  were  afraid  to  fettle  in  the  third  year  at  Alexandria ;  but 
(here,  a|  at  Rofetta  and  other  places  on  the  coaft  of  the  Mediter- 
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rnnenn,  they  were  cxpofed  to  the  rapacity  of  all  fiibaltcrn  agents^ 
IhcCe  agents  of  the  Bey,  more  bafe  and  felonious  even  than  him- 
fch',  violently  feized  upon  the  French  merchandifes  as  they 
arrived  in  port.  They  fixed  their  own  prices  on  the  goods*  and 
even  fettled  the  trodc  of  payment.  Should  they  meet  the  Icall 
refinance,  even  of  the  moit  lawful  kind,  force  was  immediately 
employed  to  repel  it.  At  Rofetta,  the  gates  of  our  vice-conful 
were  forced,  his  windows  broken,  and  even  weapons  raifed 
againd  him,  becaufe  he  refufed  to  fnbmit  to  a  contribution,  from 
-which  even  Moiirad  Bey  himfelf  had  ordered  the  French  to  be 
exempted.  Notwiihftanding  this  order  of  the  Bey,  the  conful 
was  obliged  to  yield  to  force.  Finally,  on  the  loth  of  Januaiy 
]a(t.  Coram,  a  cuftom-houfe  officer  of  Mourad  Bey,  at  Alexan- 
dria, affemblcd  all  the  drogmans,  and  declared  to  them,  that  the 
flighteft  violation  of  what  he  called  the  rights  of  his  mader  fhould  be 
punifhed  with  five  hundred  ftrokes  of  the  baftinado,  without  re- 
gard to  the  confular  charafler.  A  few  days  before,  he  threatened 
a  drogman  to  cut  off  his  head,  and  fend  it  to  his  conful. 

Thus  all  the  rights  of  nations  were  violated  in  the  perfons  of 
the  French  with  the  moft  audacious  impudence ;  all  our  treaties 
with  the;  Porte,  all  our  agreements  difrcgarded  by  the  Beys^  and 
by  the  meaneft  of  their  agents,  under  the  pretext,  as  they  fay,  of 
not  having  been  parties  to  them ;  the  charader  of  our  conful  i 
difowned,  outraged;  the  liberty  and  lives  of  the  French  compro-  l 
mifed  every  moment,  and  their  properties  given  up  to  pillage. 
The  French  republic  could  not  fuffer  much  longer  thofe  numeitMis 
aggreflions,  evidently  inftigatcd  by  England,  to  remain  unpu- 
nimed.  Its  patience  has  been  extreme.  The  audacity  of  iti 
opprefTors  had  attained  its  full  growth.  How  then  was  the 
French  government  to  procure  redrefs  for  fuch  complicated  injn- 
TICS  ?  Several  times^  through  the  medium  of  its  envoy,  it  ad- 
drefTed  its  complaints  to  the  Porte  ;  but  if  we  except  the  expedi- 
tion of  HafTan  Pacha  in  1786,  who  merely  chaftifed^^wo  Iseys, 
without  making  compenfation  for  the  pad,  or  proviCon  for  tfae 
future,  every  thing  the  Porte  thought  proper  to  be  done  yrzs,  to 
write  in  our  favour  fome  letters  to  the  Pacha  of  Egypt,  wto 
could  do  nothing,  and  to  the  two  Beys,  who  had  power,  but 
were  firmly  lefolvcd  to  grant  nothing  on  this  recommendation  but 
a  deceitful  fubmiflion.  And  thus,  in  the  fourth  year,  the  French 
ambalTador  at  the  Porte,  having  fent  into  Egypt  an  agent  accr^ 
diied  with  letters  from  the  Grand  Vizir,  this  agent  obtained  nrt 
real  reparation,  not  a  reftitution  of  the  immenfe  fums  extorted 
frotn  the  French,  hut  fome  illnfory  ftipulations  refpeCling  a  le- 
du6lion  of  the  duties  upon  certain  merchandifes,  conformable  to 
ancient  treaties ;  but  fiarcely  had  he  turned  his  back^  whca  ! 
Mourad  Bey  gave  orders,  which  were  pundiially  obeyed,  to  place    i 

the    - 
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e  duties  on  precifely  the  fame  footing  they  ftood  before  his 
rival. 

The  effort  of  the  Ottoman  Empire  to  proteS  the  French  was 
;refoie  evidently  without  weight  or  energy ;  and  how  could  it 

expedcd  to  produce  a  durable  effe£l  in  our  favour,  when  the 
irte  was  reduced  to  that  (late  in  which  it  was  not  able  to  pro- 
&  itfclf  againft  the  Beys;  when  it  felt  itfcif  obliged  to  fuffer 
ree  millions  of  Egyptijus,  whom  it  called  its  fubjc£!s,  to  he- 
me the  miferable  vidlims  of  foreign  tyranny;  when  its  Pacha 
IS  treated  in  Egypt  as  the  bafed  of  flaves ;  when  the  Grand 
ignior  was  infeniibly  (Irippcd  of  his  rights ;  and  hnally,  when 
cy  no  longer  paid  the  contributions  referved  on  the  conqued  of 
jypt  by  Sclim  the  Second  ?  All  this  proves  beyond  a  doubt^ 
at  the  fovcreignty  of  the  Porte  in  this  country  was  but  an  empty 
le ;  and  alter  its  fruitlefs  efforts  in  our  favour,  it  would  be  to 
tic  purpofe  to  expeft  from  it  a  degi^ee  of  intereft  for  us,  which  . 
is  neither  able,  nor  dares  to  manifcd  for  itfelf. — Nothing  then 
mains  for  us  but  to  do  judice  to  ourfelves,  and  by  our  armies  to 
akc  thofe  bafe  ufurpers,  fupported  by  the  cabinet  of  St.  James's, 
Lpiate  thofe  crimes  which  they  have  committed  againft  us. 
The  French  army  prefented  itfelf  the  ill  of  July.  It  was  received 

Alexandria,  at  Rofetta,  and  on  the  23d  of  July  it  entered  Cairo» 
bus  thefe  odious  ufurpers  will  no  more  opprcfs  this  ancient  and 
uitful  land,  which  time  cannot  exhauft ;  which  annually  re« 
ruits  itfelf  by  a  kind  of  prodigy;  where  vegetation  is  of  a(loni(h'- 
ig  adivity  and  almoft  fpontaneous  ;  and  where  the  richeft  pro- 
uclions  of  the  four  quarters  of  the  globe  may  be  found  together. 
!ui  it  may  be  fald,  no  declaration  of  war  preceded  this  expc- 
Stion.  Againfl  whom  could  it  have  been  made  ?  Againft  the 
)tioman  Porte  ?  We  \Ncre  far  from  being  willing  to  attack  this 
ocicr.t  ally  of  France,  and  imputing  to  it  an  oppreflion,  of  which 
t  was  the  firft  vid\im  itfelf.  Is  it  then  againft  the  ifolated  gov^rn- 
Dent  of  the  Beys  ?  Such  an  authority  does  not  exift,  and  could 
iot  be  rccognifed.  When  we  chaftife  robbers,  wc  do  not  dc- 
iarc  war  againft  them.  And  thus  in  attacking  the  Beys,  it  was 
a  fad  only  England  we  were  going  to  combat.  It  is  therefore 
»ith  a  fijperabundancc  of  right,  that  the  F  rcnch  republic  is  put 
tllo  a  fituation  for  fpeedily  obtaining  the  inmienfe  reparations  due 
^rdm  the  ufurpers  ot  Fgypt.  But  it  did  not  wifh  to  conquer  for 
tfclt  alone.  Ei^ypi  was  opprclFcd  by  thefe  rapacious  pluc^derers. 
The  people  of  Egypt  Ihall  be  avenged,  and  the  cultivator  of  thefe 
ruiiful  countries  llull  at  length  enjoy  the  fruit  of  his  labours, 
rhich  has  been  torn  from  him  with  the  moft  ftupid  barbarity* 
fhe  authority  of  the  Porre  was  totally  difowned.  It  will  receive 
rom  the  hands  of  the  victorious  Freftch  the  immenfe  a'fvanrages 
f  which  it  has  been  lonii  di  privcd.  Finally,  for  the  good  of  the 
hole  world,  Fg)pt  will  t)ccoiv.e  the  country  in  the  whole  uni- 
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vcrfc  richeft  in  procIu£lions,  the  centre  of  immenfe  trade,  and 
above  all,  a  tnoA  formidable  pod  againft  the  odious  power  of  the 
Englifh  in  India,  and  their  ufurped  commerce. 

(Signedj  Tr£ilhard»  Prefldent. 

Lagardb,  Sec»  Gen. 


Letter /rom  Citizen  Belleville  ta  the  Ligurlan  Governmeni,  9n  the 

lith  Auguji  1798. 

npHE  conful  and  charge  d'affaires  of  the  French  republic  in- 
forms  the  Executive  Direfkory  of  the  Ligurian  republiCi  that 
he  has  received  difpatches  from  the  French  Diredory,  dating, 
that  the  Court  of  Naples  has  been  invited  by  the  ambaflador  of 
the  French  republic  to  adhere  firiflly  to  the  lad  treaty  made  be- 
tween the  two  powers,  which  forbids  the  receiving  of^more  than 
four  Englifh  fhips  of  war  in  all  the  ports  of  the  Neapolitan  domi- 
nions, and  not  in  any  particular  one,  otherwife  the  Englifh  fleet 
might  take  refuge  in  the  Two  SiciUes,  by  diflributing  four  (hips 
in  each  harbour. 

That  the  Englifh,  not  finding  the  afylum  they  expeded  in  the 
fouth  of  Italy,  will  ncceffarily  look  for  one  in  fome  part  of  this 
peninfula ;  and  that  it  is  important  to  fhut  them  out  even  from 
this  lafl  rcfourcc. 

7'hat  the   intimate    relations   exifling  between   Liguria  and 
France  give  the  Diredory  of  the  French  republic  reafon  to  hope 
that  the  Ligurian  government  will  take  every  meafure  which  cir- 
cumdances  may  require,  for  clofing  all  its  ports  againfl  the  com* 
mon  enemy,  the  infamous  Englifh,  and  removing  this  common 
enemy  from  its  coafl ;  that  the  conful  is  charged  to  make  the  for'- 
mal  demand   of  this  meai'ure;  and  alfo  that  of  fortifying  ttic 
Gulf  of  Spezzia,    and  all   other  parts  of  the  Li^rian  coaUr 
which  might  be  liable  to  be  infulted  by  the  Englifh. 

(Signed)  Belle  v  I  lls. 


Copy  of  a  Litter  from  the  Minifter  of  the  Interior  to  the  Chevtli^ 

Azaray  the  Spanifh  Ambajfador. 

T  HAVE  the  honour  to  prefent  you  with  fome  copies  of  * 
^  letter  which  I  have  addreffed  to  different  departments  of  the  tc^ 
public,  encouraging  them  to  give  a  greater  adivity  and  extent  t9 
their  intcrcourfc  of  commerce  and  of  the  arts  with  the  Spanifll  do- 
minions. It  affords  me  infinite  fatisfa£lion  to  have  it  in  Of 
power  to  acquaint  them,  that  the  King  of  Spain  grants  a  pro- 
tedion  equally  flattering  and  openly  avowed  to  the  produce  c( 
our  induflry. 

4  The 
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The  choice  which  he  has  made  of  you,  Sir,  to  rcprefcnt  Win 
with  the  French  republic,  is  lefs  with  regard  to  you  a  mark  of 
his  efteem,  than  a  pledge  of  his  friendly  intentions  towards 
France. 

He  has  given  us  a  freffi  inftance  of  it  by  (hutting  the  harbours 
of  his  dominions  againft  all  Englifh  mcrchandife ;  it  is  now, 
therefore,  that  it  may  be  faid  with  truth  to  Frenchmen,  "  The 
Pyrenees  are  no  more :"  this  I  may  announce  to  our  ^rtifls  and 
to  our  traders ;  and  I  do  not  hefitate  to  aiTure  them,  that  our 
rivals  the  iflanders  (hall  not  fucceed  in  re-eftablifhiog  thofe  bar« 
riers,  as  long  as  Spain  (hall  entruil  its  interefls  to  minifters  like 
you.  (Signed)         Francois  de  Neufchateau. 


The  Chevalier  Azara  to  the  Min^fler  of  the  Interior, 

Citizen  Minifter,  Parisy  the  lyl  September  1798. 

I  HAVE  juft  received,  to  my  great  fatisfaftion,  your  letter 
of  the  4th  complementary  day,  together  with  the  copies  of  the 
letter  which  you  have  addreiTed  to  the  departments  of  the  repub- 
lic, in  order  to  revive  their  indiiftry  and  commerce,  by  propoiing 
to  them  the  facilities  which  Spain  holds  out  to  them  by  its  po(i« 
tion,  by  its  amity  with  France,  and  by  the  prohibition  of  Engliih 
gnerchandife. 

The  republic  may  rely  upon  the  loyalty  of  the  King  my 
mafler,  and  of  my  nation,  who  will  be  always  happy  to  draw 
clofer  the  ties  that  unite  them  to  the  French  nation,  their  natural 
ally,  by  letting  it  into  a  (hare  of  a  commerce  that  muft  equally 
enrich  them,  while  it  lowers  the  trade  of  a  proud  and  monopo- 
lizing government. 

The  honourable  expredions  which  you  addrefs  to  me  perfonally 
are  highly  flattering  to  my  heart ;  and  I  accept  of  them  with 
gratitude  through  the  medium  of  a  minifler  of  your  enlightened 
underftanding,  and  as  the  fentiments  of  a  government  whofe  con- 
fidence and  efteem  it  Ihall  ever  by  my  ambition  to  deferve. 

Pleafe  to  accept,  Citizen  Minifter,  the  afliirances  of  my  hieh 
confideration*  (Signed)        J*  Nicholas  de  Azara. 


AFFAIRS   OF   IRELAND. 
By  the  Lord  Lieutenant  and  Council  of  Ireland. 

A  PROCLAMATrON. 
Camden. 

HEREAS    a   traitorous  confpiracy,   exifting        hm  this 
kingdom,  for  the  fubverfion  of  the  authority  of  I     MaJ^^v 


■W 


an4  the  Parliament,  and  for  the  deftrafiv  t 
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conflLitutlon  and  government,  hath  confidcrably  extended  itfelfi 
and  Kath  broken  out  into  z&s  of  open  violence  and  rcbeHion  s 

We  have  therefore,  by  and  with  the  advice  of  his  Majefty's 
Privy  Council,  ilfued  the  moil  dircft  and  pofiiive  orders  to  the 
officers  commanding  his  Mijefty's  forces,  to  employ  them  with 
the  utmoft  vigour  and  dccifion  for  the  immediate  fuppreflion 
thereof,  and  alfo  to  recover  the  arms  which  have  been  traiioroufly 
forced  from  his  Majefty's  peaceable  and  loyal  fubjefls,  and  to 
difarm  the  rebels,  and  all  pcrfons  difafFciSted  to  his  Majefty's  go- 
vernment, by  the  mod  fumraary  and  effectual  mcafures* 

And  we  do  hereby  (trivSlly  charge  and  command  all  his  Ma- 
jcfly's  peaceable  and  loyal  fubjcfls,  on  their  allegiance,  to  aid 
and  affift,  to  the  utmoft  of  their  power,  his  Majefty's  forces  in  the 
execution  of  their  duty,  to  whom  we  have  given  it  (Iridlly  in 
command  to  afford  full  prolcdion  to  them  from  all  afts  of  vio- 
lence which  ftiall  be  attempted  againft  their  perfons  or  properties. 
Given  at  the  Council  Chamber  in  Dublin,  the  30th  day  of 
Maj-ch  1798. 

Gosford 


Clare,  C. 

Charles  Cafliel 

W.  Tuam 

Drogheda 

Ormond  and  Oftbry 

Shannon 

Altamont 

Clonmell 

Ely 

Dillon 


Pery 
O'Neill 
Caftlereagh 
H.  Meath 
Glentworth 
Callan 
Ty  raw  ley 
John  Foiter 
]•  Parnell 


God  fave  the  King, 


H.  Cavendifb 
J.  Blaquiere 
H.  Langriihe 
Theo.  Jones 
Jof.  Cooper 
D.  Latouche 
James  Fitzgerald 
R.  Rofs 
Ifaac  Corry 
Lodge  Morres. 


Notice  iffued  by  Ofdcr  of  the  Commander  in  Chief m 

WHEREAS  his  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant  in  Counc. 
has,  in  confeqnence  of  the  daring  a£ts  and  depredations  commil 
ted  in  this  country,  ordered  and*  dire£kcH,  by  his  proclamatior^ 
bearing  date  the  30th  March   laft,  and  by  his  particular  ordc^^ 
thereon,  that  the  military  fhould  ufe  the  moft  fummary  means  t  ** 
reprcfs  difturbances,  and  to  recover  all  arms  taken  from  the  yec^ 
manry  and   well-affedicd,  and  other  concealed  arms  and  ammi^  ^ 
nition  ;  all  the  people  concerned  in  taking  or  concealing  thel^ 
arms  are  required  to  give  them  up  within  ten  days  of  the  public^-' 
tion  of  this  notice,  which  if  ihey  do,  they  may  be  alTured  nO 
violence  whatever  will  be  done  to  them  or  to  their  properties  ; 
but  if  they  do   not,  they  are   informed  that  the  troops  will  be 
quartered  in  lart^e  bodies,  to  live  at  free  quarters  among  them, 
and  other  very  feverc  means  will  be  ufcd  to  enforce  obedience  to 
this  notice. 

And 
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And  thofe  who  have  knowledge  where  arms  are  conccaledi  are 
called  upon  to  give  information ,  which  they  may  do  in  any 
private  manner  to  the  nearefl  civil  magiftratet  or  commanding 
officer  of  his  Majefly's  forces,  or  of  the  yeomanry  corps«  Secrecy 
fhall  be  obferved  with  refpedl  to  them^  and  they  (hall  be  rewarded 
in^hen  their  report  is  proved  to  be  true. 

Should  the  deluded  and  evit-difpofcd  among  the  people  In  this 
country  dill  perfevere  in  robbing  and  murdering,  and  committing 
other  a£ls  of  violent  infubordi nation  to  the  laws  of  their  coun* 
try,  they  are  informed,  that  the  Commander  in  Chief  will  be 
obliged  to  have  recourfe  to  thofe  powers  with  which  he  has  beca 
invefted,  to  bring  them  to  immediate  punilhment. 

Given  at  head  quarters  at  Kildare,  the  3d  April  1798. 
By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief, 

Fred.  Maitland,  Sec 


J^Qtice  dljiributed  in  all  the  Towns  and  Villages  %f  the  ^ueotx 

County  in  the  Beginning  of  AfriL 

THE  commanding  officer  commanding  the  diftrid  of  Queen*s 
county,  orders,  that  a  correal  lift  of  the  names  of  the  perfont 
refiding  in  each  houfe  (hould  be  placed  on  tbe  door,  or  fome 
confpicuous  part  of  it. 

It  is  to  be  made  known  to  the  inhabitants,  that  from  the  hour 
of  nine  o'clock  at  night  till  day-break  the  next  morning,  they  arc 
to  remain  in  their  houfes,  and  not  to  admit  any  ftrangers  what-* 
ever. 

Patroles  are  to  make  domiciliary  vifits  at  uncertain  periods,  be^ 
twccn  the  hours  of  nine  o'clock  and  daybreak,  and  after  calling 
<^vcr  the  names,  if  it  is  found  that  any  perlbn,  whofe  name  is 
'Jot  infcrted  in  the  lill,  is  in  the  houfe,  he  is  to  be  made  prifoner  ; 
or  if  any  perfon  is  abfcnt,  the  reft  of  the  inhabitants  are  to  be 
accountable  for  him,  and  meafures  are  to  be  taken  to  difcover 
^hcrc  he  is,  and  to  apprehend  him. 

Should  the  lilt  by  any  accident  be  deftroyed,  or  torn  down,  the 
oviner  of  the  houfe  is  within  two  hours  after  to  apply  to  the 
"J^agi (Irate  or  officer  upon  the  fpot  for  a  new  one,  on  pain  of 
punilhment. 

It  (hall  be  in  the  power  of  any  magiftrate  or  officer  to  give  a 
permit  to  any  perfon  who  (hall  ailign  a  goo<l  reafon  for  wiihing 
(0  be  abfent  on  any  particular  night  during  the  period  alluded  to. 

The  magid rates  and  gentlemen  of  the  yeomanry  are  requeftcd 
loaflift  in  executing  this  order. 


Nolict 


>  i    ZSO    > 

l^otice   iffiud  ly  Major^gineral  Duff  at   Lbmrick   on  the  121 

Jpril  1798. 

THE  Commander  in  Chief  gives  this  public  noticej  that  xh 
Lord  Lieutenant  and  Council  have  iflued  orders  to  him,  to  quai 
ter  troops,  to  prcfs  horfes  and  carriages,  to  demand  forage  an 
provifions,  and  to  hold  courts  martial  for  the  trial  of  offences  < 
all  defcriptions,  civil  and  military,  with  the  power  of  confirmir 
and  carrying  into  execution  the  fentences  of  all  fuch  courts  ma: 
tial,  and  to  ilTue  proclamations. 

The  Commandir  in  Chief  calls  on  the  general  officers  to  pr< 
cure  of  the  magiftrates  the  beft  accounts  they  can  give  of  tl 
number  of  arms  taken  from  the  yeomanry  and  the  wcll-afte£le 
— of  arms  that  have  been  concealed,  and  of  pikes  that  have  bee 
made,  which  are  to  be  recovered  and  taken  polfeflion  of  by  th 
military. 

They  j^rc  alfo  to  communicate  to  the  people,  through  the  pricfb 
and  by  one  or  two  men  fele£led  from  each  town-land,  the  pur 
port  of  the  following  notices : 

That  the  order,  if  complied  with,  %vill  be  a  fign  of  ihei 
general  repentance ;  and  not  only  forgivenefs  will  follow,  bt 
prote6\ion. 

That  they  muft  be  fenfible,  that  it  is  infinitely  better  for  thci 
to  remain  at  home  quietly,  minding  their  own  affairs,  than  com 
mitting  z&s  which  mufl  bring  on  the  ruin  of  thcmfelves  and  < 
their  families. 

As  it  will  be  impoflible,  in  fome  degree,  to  prevent  the  inn< 
cent  from  fufFcring  with  the  guilty,  the  innocent  have  means  i 
redrefs,  by  informing  againft  thofe  who  have  engaged  in  unlav 
ful  aiTociations,  and  in  robbing  houfes  of  arms  and  money. 

The  people  muft  be  very  ignorant  not  to  know,  that  notwitl 
ftanding  the  fair  promifes  of  the  French,  that  they  have  firfl  d 
ceived  and  then  plundered  every  country  into  which  they  ha' 
come :  apd  they  are  therefore  forewarned,  that  in  cafe  of  inv 
fion  from  the  French,  if  they  fhould  attempt  to  join  the  enem 
or  communicate  with  him,  or  join  in  any  infurredionp  th 
will  be  immediately  put  to  death,  and  their  houfes  aqd  proper 
deftroyed. 

The  general  officers  call  on  the  people  to  know,  why  th 
fhould  be  lefs  attached  to  the  government  now  than  they  were 
year  ago,  when  they  ihowcd  fo  much  loyalty  in  afliAine  his  M 
jefty^s  troops  to  oppofe  the. landing  of  the  French?  is  it  m 
becaufe  they  have  been  feduced  by  wicked  men  ? 

Why  (hould  they  think  themfclves  bound  by  uatbss  into  wbi 
they  have  been  feduced  or  terrified  ? 

T 
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The  people  arc  requefted  to  bring  in  their  arms  tOrthc  magif- 
tnte  or  commanding  officers  in  their  neighbourhood,  who  hav# 
diredions  Co  receive  them,  and  no  qiieftions  will  be  afked. 

(Signed)        James  Duff,  Major-gencraL     • 


KatUe  iffued  en  tht  25/A  Jpril  by  Lieutenant' gciural  the  MarjnU 

of  Clanricarde, 

UNDER  the  authority  of  a  proclamation  iflTued  by  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  in  Council,  and  in  conformity  to  the  orders  of  the 
Commander  in  Chief,  I  do  hereby  require  and  demand  from  the 
inhabitants  of  the  province'  of  Connaught  a  delivery  of  their 
arms  within  ten  days  fpace  from  the  date  hereof. 

Any  perfon  delivering  up  their  arms  to  the  commanding  officers 
of  the  different  quarters  fliali  have  receipts  given  for  them,  in 
order  to  their  being  reftored  to  them,  if  they  are  perfons  proper 
to  be  entrufled  with  arms,  when  the  peace  of  the  country  (ball 
be  reftored.  And  I  thus  publicly  declare  my  intention,  at  the 
expiration  of  ihe  above  term,  to  put  in  force  the  orders  I  have 
received,  by  a  general  fearch  for  and  feizure  of  arms  throughout 
the  province :  to  cfFcd  which  purpofe,  I  fhall  find  it  necelTary, 
conformably  to  the  inftrudions  1  have  received,  to  place  the 
troops  at  free  quarters  on  the  inhabitants,  and  to  ufe  fevcre  mea« 
fures  to  enforce  obedience  to  my  orders. 

Thofe  who  will  deliver  up  their  arms  may  rely  on  the  fulleft 
proteSion  from  Government,  and  no  quedions  will  be  afked;  but 
thofe  who  are  detedled  in  fccrcting  them  muft  expeft  to  be  treated 
with  the  utmoU  fcverity. 


Proclamation  ijfued  by  the  High  Sheriff  of  the  County  of  Tipptrary^ 

WHEREAS,  by  my  oath  as  flieriff,  I  am  bound  to  maintaiik^ 
the  law  and  conftitution  of  this  realrh,  and  to  enforce  due  obe* 
dience  to,  and  execution  of  the  fame,  and  to  do  equal  juftice  to 
the  poor  as  to  the  rich : 

And  whereas  in  di{lri£ls  proclaimed,  it  is  lawful  for  and  the 
duty  of  the  (herifF  or  other  chief  magiilrate,  to  pofl  a  notice  on 
the  dwelling- houfe  of  any  inhabitant  who  has  fled  from  the  fame, 
enjoining  him  to  return  thereto  within  the  fpace  of  twenty-four 
hours,  under  the  penalties  of  the  laws  in  that  cafe  provided : 

And  whereas  many  of  hi^  Majefly's  fubje^s,  eithe«.thfough 
/ear  or  fome  worfe  caufe,  have  abandoned  their  df^         Voufes^ 
and  retired  into  towns,   whereby  great  in; 
Majefly's  loyal  and  brave  fubjedls,  b;  v 
tBeir  line  of  defence  y  and  the  inhibiflmti 
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^evouOy  opprefled,  and  his  Majefty^s  troops  ftinteJ  in  their 
quarters  ;  and  whereby  a  daftardly  and  evil  example  has  been 
fct  to  his  Majeft/s  fubjefts: 

And  whereas  many  unfortunate  people  not  meeting  with  that 
manly  and  fpirited  refiflance  from  their  fuperiorSi  which  from 
their  fltuations  they  were  bound  to  make,  but  encouraged,  from 
want  of  oppofition,  to  commit  a£ts  of  violence  and  outrage  in 
the  firft  inlUnce,  and  at  lad  to  commit  a£ls  of  open  rebellion, 
to  the  great  difgrace  of  this  country  and  the  diflionour  of  his 
Majefty^s  government,  and  to  the  ruin  of  the  families  of  the  fe- 
veraL  vifltms  of  the  violated  laws,  and  who  have  tu  the  moil  fo- 
lemn  manner,  in  their  lad  moments,  declared  they  would  never 
have  proceeded  to  fuch  exceifes,  but  for  the  flight  and  cowardice 
of  their  fuperiors : 

Now,  in  order  to  remedy  thcfc  evils,  the  high  IheriiF commands 
all  emigrants  to  return  forthwith  to  their  houfes,  to  defend  the 
fame,  and  to  provide  quarters  for  his  Majefly's  troops. 

And  he  hereby  commands  all  mayors,  bailtflFs,  headboroughs, 
and  other  peace  officers,  to  fee  thefe  his  orders  duly  executed,  and 
to  compel  fuch  emigrants  to  qqit  their  towns  within  forty-eight 
hours  from  this  his  proclamation,  and  to  return  to  their  refpedive 
homes.  And  he  hereby  commands  all  officers  aforefaid,  forth- 
ivith  to  notify  to  him  the  names  and  places  of  abode  of  fuch  emi* 
grants  as  neglc£t  or  refufe  to  comply  with  thofe  his  orders. 

N.  B.  The  high  (herifF  thinks  it  his  duty  to  return  his  warmed 
thanks  to  Mrs.  Bunbury,  who,  with  the  afliftance  of  two  men 
jkrvants,  fo  gallantly  defended  her  houfe,  and  compelled  the  rebels 
to  retire,  though  they  had  broken  into  the  houfe,  and  were  in 
poiTelfion  of  the  hall :  and  he  hopes  that  fuch  heroic  condud  of  st 
lady  of  fuch  high  diftinflion,  eminent  for  beauty  and  elegance  of 
manners,  will  raife  the  crimfon  blufh  of  (hame  on  the  pallicl^ 
cheeks  of  thofe  heroes  who  fo  difgracefully  and  cowardly  (iir— 
rendered  large  quantities  of  well-loaded  arms  to  the  rebels,  oi^ 
their  firft  approach^  without  having  fpunk  enough  to  fire  eyen  ^ 
fiiigle  fhot. 

Done  at  Lilhecn,  April  ao^  i79S. 


Ordtrs  iffucd  by  Lieutenant-general  Stewarts 

Mjutani  generaPs  Office^  Cork,  May  7,  1798. 

WHEREAS  it  has  been  rcprefcnted  to  I^ieutcnant-gpnenl 
Sir  James  Stewart,  that  in  fome  parts  of  the  country  where  it 
has  been  neceifary  to  flation  troops  at  free  quarters,  for  the  re- 
ftoration   of  public    tranquillity^   that  general  fubfcriptions  of 

money 
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tnoney  have  tyecn  entered  into  by  the  inhabitants  to  pun:faare  pro* 
vifions  for  the  troops,  by  which  means  the  end  propofed  of 
making  the  burden  fail  as  much  as  pofGble  on  the  guilty  is  entirely 
defeat^,  by  making  it  fall  in  a  light  proportion  oo  the  whole^ 
and  thereby  eafmg  and  proteAing  the  guihy  ;  it  has  been  thoughtt 
proper  to  dired,  that  wherever  that  pradtice  has  been  adopted* 
or  (hall  be  attemptedy  the  general  officers  commanding  divifions 
of  the  fouthern  di(lrid|  fhall  immediately  .double,  treble,  or 
quadruple  the  number  of  foldiers  fo  Rationed ;  and  Ihall  fend  out 
foraging  parties. to  provide  provifions  for  the  troops  in  the  quan- 
tities mentioned  in  the  former  notice,  bearing  date  the  27lh  April 
1798;  and  that  they  fhall  move  them  from  ftation  to  (lation, 
through  the  diftrift  and  barony,  until  all  arms  are  furrcndcred, 
and  the  tranquillity  be  perfedlly  reftored,  and  until  it  is  reported 
to  liie  general  officers,  by  the  gentlemen  holding  landed  property, 
and  thofc  who  are  employed  in  collefling  the  public  revenues  and 
titiies,  that  all  rents,  taxes,  and  tithes  are  completely  paid  up. 


A  Proclamation  by  the  Right  Hon  our  able  the  Lord  Mayor  of  the  City 

of  Dublin, 

Thomas  Fleming. 

WHEREAS  I  have  received  information,  that  many  perfonit 
charged  with  feditious  and  trcafonable  pradices,  have  of  late  left 
their  ufual  places  of  refidence  in  this  kingdom,  and  are  now 
fccrcting  ihcmfclves  in  this  city  and  the  environs  thereof,  in 
^'rdcr  to  evade  being  apprehended  and  brought  to  juftice  for  the 
^''irious  atrocious  offences  of  which  they  (land  charged  : 

Now,  in  order  to  promote  the  difcovery  and  apprehending  of 
^*1   fuch  offenders,   I   do  hereby  call  upon  and  ftridlly  enjoin  all 
P^Tfons  within  this  city,  and  the  liberties  thereof,  who  harbour 
^^   entertain  ftrangcrs,  forthwith,  and  from  time  to  time,  to  re- 
^^rn  to  mc,  or  any  of  the   magiftratcs  of  this  city,    the  names 
^r^d  defcriptions  of  all   fuch  llrangers  as  (hall  be  lodged  or  enter- 
tained in  tlicir  hoiifes,  with  an  account  of  the  place  from  whence 
^f^ey  rcfpertively  came,  as  diligent  fearch  will  be  made  by  mc> 
^^^  the  fcvcral  other  magiitrates,  in  order  to  difcovcr  and  apprc^ 
"^nd  all  fuch  pcrfons,  and  to  punifh,  according  to  law,  all  thofc 
"y   whom  they  fliall  be  fo  harboured  or  entertained.     And  I  fur- 
^tcr  call  upon  all   his  Majefty's  loyal  and  well-difpofed  fubjefls 
^0  give  information  and  afliftancc  to  carry  this  proclamation,  and 
the  intentions  thereof,  into  cffedt. 

And   I   alfo   further   require  all  inhabitants  of  this  city,  who 

fcavc  neglcflcd  rcgidcring  their  arms,  foVthwiili  to  come  forward 

and  regiftcr  the  fame,  as  the   magiftrates  arc  determined  to  levy 

the  peiialtv   prcfciibed  by  lav*  upon  all  peiforts  vviih  whom  arms 

Vol.  VII  '  Z  z  (hall 


(    ^54    ) 

(hall  be  found,  which  have  not  been  regidered  purfuant  to  ad  o^ 
Parliament. 

Given  at  the  Manfion-houfe,  Dawfon  Street,  the  i  ith  dr 
of  May  1798, 

Signed,  by  order  of  the  Lord  Mayor, 

John  Lambert,  Sec. 


Lcttar  fi'nt    to    thi   L^rd  Mayor   of  Dublin   by   Lord  H/coufU 

CaftUrcagb. 

My  Lord,  -  Dublin  CaftU^  May  ar,  1798. 

I  AM  direfled  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant  to  inform  your  Lord- 
fhipi  that  the  difafFcded  in  the  city  and  neighbourhood  of  Dublin 
have  been  daring  enough  to  form  a  plan  for  the  purpofe  of  pof- 
fefling  themfclves,    in  the  courfe  of  the  prefent  week,   of  the 
metropolisi  and  of  feizing  the  executive  government,  and  thofe 
In  authority  within  the  city.     His  Excellency,  fully  informedot 
their  dcfigns,  has  made  the  neceflary  military  arrangements  for 
completely  defeating  their  de fpc rate  purpofe ,  and  for  giving  the 
iulleft  fecurity  to  the  pcrfons  and  property  of  the  toyal  and  well- 
difpofed.     His  Excellency,  neverthelefs,  feels  it  his  duty  to  inti- 
mate their  traitorous  dofigns  to  your  Lordfhip,  and  relics,  that, 
iii  conjunction  with  the  magiflracy  and  the  King's  loyal  fubjcQs, 
you  u'ili  exert  the  utmod  poflible  energy  in  preferving  tranquil- 
lity within  the  boimds  of  the  metropolis  \  that  your  Lordthipi 
without  lofs  of  time,  will  caufe  the  ftridieft  fearch  to  be  made 
for  concealed  arms,  and  adopt  fuch  meafures  of  general  precau- 
ti  Ml  as  fhall  appear  belt  calculated  to  defeat  the  defigns  of  the  re- 
bellious againfl  the  King's  government  and  our  invaluable  coofli* 
tuiion. 

I  have  the  honour  to  remain,  with  the  greateft  truth  and  rc« 
fpe«5l,  my  Lord,  your  L'ordihip's  mod  obedient  fcrvant. 

The  Ri^bt  Han.  the  Lord  Alayor,  CastlEREAGH. 


Notice  ijjtud  by  Lieutenant-general  Lake. 

LIEUTENANT-GENERAL  Lake,  commanding  his  Ma- 
jcify's  forces  in  this  kingdom,  having  received  from  his  Ekcel* 
lency  the  Lord  Lieutenant  full  powers  to  put  down  the  rebellion, 
and  to  puniih  rebels  in  the  moll  fummary  manner,  accoixliDg  to 
martial  law,  does  hereby  give  notice  to  all  his  Majefty's  fubjeds, 
that  he  is  determined  to  exert  the  powers  entriifted  to  him  in  the 
rnoil  vigorous  manner,  for  the  immediate  fuppredion  of  the 
fatnc  ;  end  that  all  perfons  adling  in  the  prefent  rebellion,  or  in 
any  wife  aiding  or  alfifting  therein,  will  be  treated  by  him  a& 
rebels,  and  puniihed  accordingly. 

2  And 
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\nd  Lieutenant-general  Lake  hereby  requires  afl  the  inhabiN 
s  of  the  city  of  Dublin  (the  great  officers  of  (late,  mennbers 
the  houfes  of  Pariiamenty  privy  counfellors,  magiflrateSi  and 
itary  perfons  in  uniform,  excepted)  to  remain  within  their 
pedive  dwellings  from  nine  o'clock  at  night  till  five  in  the 
rning,  under  pain  of  punifhment. 

By  order  of  Lieutenant-general  Lake, 
Commanding  his  Majedy's  forces  in  this  kingdom, 
^  G.  Hewett,  Adjutani-generaL 

Dublin,  ji4j utant' general s  Office^ 
2^b  Mety  1798. 

Proclamation  ijjued  by  th$  Mayor  and  Sheriffs  of  Cork. 

VHEREAS  we  have  received  information,  that  many  feditious 
trcafonable  perfons  have  of  late  left  their  ufual  places  of  abode* 

are  now  fecrctJy  refiding  in  this  city  and  its  liberties:  in 
*r  to  difcover  and  apprehend  all  fuch  perfons,  we  do  hereby 

upon,  and  (lri£lly  command  the  feveral  refident  inhabitants 
his  city  and  its  liberties,  as  they  fhall  anfwer  at  the  utmoft 
1  of  the  law,  forthwith,  and  from  time  to  time,  tp  return  to 
:he  names  and  defcriptions  of  all  fuch  Grangers  as  (hall  be 
;cd  or  entertained  in  their  houfes,  together  with  an  account 
he  places  whence  each  feparate  ftranger  refpeftively  came. 
I  we  do  further  call  upon  the  feveral  magiftrates,  the  high  and 
y  conftables,  and  all  others  hfs  Majefty's  loyal  and  well-dif- 
d  fubjeds,  to  give  information,  and  to  be  otherwife  aiding 
aflifting  in  carrying  this  proclamation  into  eflFeA. 

KiNGSMiLL  Beart,  Mayor* 
Robert  Harding,! 
John  Cuthbert      ^Sheriffs* 
orky  May  2^^   1 798-  (the  younger),  J 


f  the  Righ  Honourable  the  Lord  Mayor  tf  the  City  of  Dublin. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

>MAs  Fleming. 

WHEREAS  the  circumftances  of  the  prefent  crifis  demand 
f  pofGble  precaution  :  thefe  are  therefore  to  defire  all  perfons 
have  rcgilicred  arms,  forthwith  to  give  in,  in  writing, 
xa£l  lift  or  inventory  of  fuch  arms  at  the  Town  Clerk's 
5,  who  will  file  and  enter  the  fame  in  a  book  to  be  kept  for 
purpofc  \  and  all  perfons  who  have  not  regiftfercd  their  arms,^ 
hereby  required  forthwith  to  deliver  up  to  me,  or  fome  other 
he  magiftrates  of  this  city,  all  arms  and  ammunition  of  every 
I  in  their  poflcirion.     And  if,  after  this  proclamation,  any 

Z  z  a  perfoa^ 
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perfon  having  regiftcred  their  arms  fiiall  bc^  found  not  to  have 
given  in  a  true  \i\\  or  inventory  of  fuch  arms;  or  if  any  perfon 
"Who  has  not  reginered,  (hall  be  found  to  have  in  their  power  or 
pofTeffion    any  arnns  or  ammunition  whatever,    fuch    perfon  or 
perfons  will,  on  fuch  arms  being  difcoveredi  be  forthwith  fcnt  on 
board  his  Majefty's  navy,  as  by  law  dtre£ted. 

And  I  do  hereby  defire,  that  all  houfekeepers  do  place  upon  the 
out  fide  of  their  doors  a  lid  of  all  perfons  in  their  refpedive 
houfes,  diiHnguilhing  fuch  as  are  Grangers  from  thofe  who 
adually  make  part  of  thcjr  family  ;  but  as  there  may  happen  to 
be  perfons,  who,  from  pecuniary  embarraffmcnts,  arc  obliged  to 
conceal  themfelves,  I  do  not  require  fuch  names  to  be  placed  on 
the  outfide  of  the  door,  provided  their  names  are  fent  to  me. 
And  I  hereby  call  upon  all  his  Majefty's  fubjedts  within  the 
county  of  the  city  of  Dublin,  immediately  to  comply  with  this 
regulation,  as  calculated  for  the  public  fecurity ;  as  thofe  perfons 
who  ihall  wilfully  neglcfl  a  regulation  fo  eafy  and  falutary,  as 
well  as  perfons  giving  falfe  ftatements  of  the  inmates  of  their 
houfes,  mufl,  in  the  prefent  crifis,  abide  the  confequences  of 
fuch  negleft. 

Given  at  the  Manfion-houfe  this  24th  day  of  May  1 798. 

Signed,  by  order,        John  Lambert,  Sec. 


Kottec  ijfued  by  Lieutenant-^general  Sir  Janus  Stewart ^  commanJini 

the  Southern  DiJiriCi  in  Ireland. 

Adjutant' gener aV s  Office^  Cork^  May  24,  1 798» 

IT  having  been  reprefented  to  Lieutenant-general  Sir  James 
Stewart,  that  notwithftanding  troops  have  been  Rationed  at  free 
quarters  in  the  barony  of  Imokilly,  to  enforce  the  furrendering 
of  arms,  none  have  yet  been  brought  in,  although  he  has  reafon 
to  believe  that  vaft  numbers  are  concealed,  and  particularly  pikes; 
and  it  having  alfo  been  reprefented  to  the  General,  that  an  idea  has 
been  fct  forth,  no  doubt  with  a  bad  defign,  that  the  gentlemen  of 
the  barony,  now  fatisRed  that  the  rent^  tithes,  and  taxes,  are 
either  aiiuallv  paid,  or  fhortly  will  be  fo,  arc  to  make  application 
to  the  General,  to  have  the  public  relieved  from  the  free  quartering 
of  troops ! 

The  General  hereby  declares,  that  he  will  refift  any  fuch  appIU 
cation,  Ihould  it  be  m:ide,  until  all  concealed  arms  arc  difcovcred, 
or  5;iven  in  :  unlefs  that  the  gentlemen  of  the  barony  give  the 
moft  pofitiye  declaration  in  writing,  that  they  do  not  feel  the  ne- 
ccffity  of  troops  being  Rationed  at  free  quarters  within  the 
barony;  that  after  the  moft  minute  inquiries,  they  believe  there 
are  no  concealed  arms  ;  and  that  they  will  be  refponCble  to  Go- 
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>cmment  for  the  prcfcrvation  of  tranquillity  within  the  barony  i; 

^nd  if  this  is  not  very  Ihortly  cflFedlcd  by  the  prefcnt  means,  he 

^\W  march  five  hundred  men,  chivalry  and  infantry,  under  the 

<^ommand  of  Brigadier-general   Sir  C.  Rofs,  into  that  barony, 

^herc  to  forage  for  themfdves,  until  he  (hall  be  convinced  that 

|here  is  not  an  arm  of  any  fort  remains  in  the  poifefTion  of  the 

inhabitants,  or  concealed  within  the  barony. 

Should  th^  free  quartering  be  found  unavoidable,  in  that  cafe, 
wherever  arms  are  found  in  the  houfes  or  op  the  grounds,  the 
fcoufes  on  the  premifes  ihall  be  fet  fire  to,  and  the  polfeiFors  fent 
'o  Duncannon  Fort,  or  on  board  prifon-fhips. 

It  cannot  be  doubted,  that  the  mild  meafures  which  have  hi* 
thcrto  been  oppofcd  to  every  fort  of  .outrage  by  murder,  plimder, 
and  refilUnce  of  the  law,  fufHcientiy  Qiow  with  how  much  re- 
lud^ance  feverity  is  adopted  ;  but  when  once  it  becomes  neceifarr 
for  the  re-eftabli(hmcnt  of  public  fafety,  then  it  muft  be  fcverely 
f^It,  in  order  that  it  may  be  long  remembered.  What  is  mod  to 
^  lamented  is,  that  the  innocent  will  fufFer  with  the  gnilty,  for 
ihe  foraging  will  be  general,  and  it  is  not  poffible  for  the  troops 
^^  difcriminate. 

"Fhe  General  therefore  calls  on  all  the  inhabitants,  and  that  for 
the  lad  time,  to  confider  well  of  their  condu£),  and  prevent  the 
'^ifcries  which  await  them,  for  the  general  fafety  of  the  country, 
^ainft  the  attempts  of  a  threatening  enemy,  who  would  not  proceed 
^  ith  the  like  reluflancc  to  free  quarters,  were  they  once  io  eflfeck 
*  landing;  ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  whofc  great  objcft  is  a  general 
Plunder  of  the  rich  aiui  of  the  poor. 

By  order  of  Lieut. -gen.  Sir  James  Stewart,  Bart. 

Nathaniel  Massey,   AlFiibnt  Adjutant-gen. 


^aptr  read  by  Order  of  Dr,  Troy*  at  each  Maf  in  all  the  Catholic 

ChupcU  in  Ireland. 

1\  the  pfefent  awful   and  alarming  pcrioil,  when  every  good 
^^ibjcft,  e\eiy  good  C'hriltian,  views   with  grief  and  horror  the 
d'-fpcratc    and   wicked  endeavours   of   irreligious  and   rebellious 
Agitators    to  overturn   and  dtdroy  the   conltitution,    we    fhould 
di:<Tn  ourftlves  criminal  in   the  fight  of  God,  did  we  not,  in  the 
tr.oll  f(Mcinn  and  imprcllivc  manner,  remind  you  of  the  heinouf- 
ncls  (if  viobting  the  laws  of  our  country,  and  of  attempting,  by 
ir.fijrreftion  and  murder,  to  fubvert  the  government  of  our  gra- 
cious kin^',  to  whom  the  allegiance  we  confcioufly  owe  in  com- 
mon with  all  our  other  fellow -fubjcits,  has  been,  with  regard 


«  Dr.  Troy  is  at  tho  head  of  the  Roman  Catholic  pricAliood. 

to 
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to  moft  of  us,  folemnly  attefted  in  the  prefencc  of  Gbd,  bf  tl 
religious  bond  of  an  oath. 

Let  no  one  deceive  you  by  Mrretched,  impraAicable  fpecula 
tions  on  the  rights  of  man  and  the  majefly  of  the  people,  o: 
the  dignity  and  independence  of  the  human  mind,  on  theabftra^ 
duties  of  fupertors,  and  exaggerated  abufes  of  authority;  fat] 
fpeculations !  difaftrous  theories!  not  more  fubverfive  of  foci* 
order  and  happinefs,  than  deftruftive  of  every  prhiciple  of  th 
Chriflian  religion. «-  Look  at  the  origin  and  progrcfs  of  thefe  At 
tellable  doflrines.  Their  atheiftical  authors,  feeing  the  intimat 
connexion  between  religious  and  civil  principles,  lieheld,  wit! 
the  envious  malignity  of  demons,  the  mutual  fupport  they  al 
forded  each  other,  tor  the  fpiritual  and  temporal  advantage  c 
man  ;  and  accordingly  prepared  the  dreadful  career  of  anarchy 
by  the  propagation  ^too  fuccefsful^  alas !)  of  impiety  ainl  licen 
lioufnefs, 

Wc  bitterly  lament  the  fatal  confequences  of  this  antichriAia 
confpiracy.  But  furely,  my  brethren,  your  known  attachmen 
to  the  principles  of  religion  ought. to  have  preferved  you  from  th 
dcftroying  influence  of  fuch  complicated  wickedncfs.  Yea 
deared  Catholics,  it  is  to  the  benign  principles  of  the  Chriftia 
religion,  that  we  recall  your  ferious  attention  at  this  importac 
crilis.  They  will  IhicKl  you  from  the  evils  which  furround  u: 
SubmifTion  to  eilablilhed  authority,  and  obedience  to  the  law 
are  amongft  the  duties  prefcribcd  by  religion.  Every  violation  < 
thefe  duties  is  highly  criminal.  Wherefore,  if  any  among 
you  have  been  unfortunately  feduccd  into  a  combination  again 
the  Hate,  under  any  pretext  whatever,  you  are  bound  in  coa 
fcicncc  indantly  to  withdraw  yourfelves  from  it,  and  by  fincere  r* 
pentance,  and  future  loyal  conducl,  atone  for  your  pad  finful  t^ 
mcrity.  Without  this  fincere  forrow  and  promife  of  amcn^ 
ment,  you  cannot  expc£l  abfolution  in  the  tribunal  of  penanc 
nor  mercy  from  Government.  Neither  one  nor  the  other  is  c- 
tended  to  impenitent  fmners,  or  offenders,  without  proCanaiic 
6r  injuflice. 

Refolve,  then,  we  bcfecch  you,  to  deliver  up  your  arms  < 
every  kind,  without  delay  or  relu£tancc,  to  thofe  appointed  to  re 
ceive  them.  Unite  with  all  your  loyal  and  peaceable  fellow 
fubjcds,  to  put  down  and  crufti  the  wicked  fpirit  of  infurreAioa 
fo  difgraceful  to  the  chara<Sier  of  Irifhmen.  It  has  already  pro* 
duced  the  moft  horrid  efTcAs.  Airaflfmations,  murders,  atrocitit 
of  every  kind  have  been  committed.  Lofe  not  a  moment  to  jm- 
nifeft  your  deteftation  of  the  principles  and  caufes  leading  to  fuel 
confequences.  The  (horteft  delay  in  complying  with  this  rcligiou 
duty  will  be  juftly  confidered  as  an  indication  of  difloyally.  Yot 
ivill  be  confidered  as  enemies  to  the  {late,  and  fubjeded  to  a  fud 
den  death,   uiAder  the  operation   of   martial  I/iw,  already  pm 

^laiu'icii 
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tlaimed*  Your  property,  your  very  exiftence  are  endangered  by 
^  rufpicious  or  equivocal  condud.  It  mud  be  open,  candid,  and 
decided,  in  fupporting  religion  and  the  conditution. 

W#  exhort  yon  then,  in  the  name  and  by  the  authority  of 
jefus  Chrift,  whofe  will  we  are  bound  to  announce  and  explain 
U>  you,  to  keep  fledfaft  in  the  faith — ^to  lead  fobcr,  righteous,  and 
pxily  lives,  giving  offence  to  no  one — to  fear  God,  and  honour 
Ae  King. 

May  the  gifts  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  which  the  church  invokes 
tkfs  day  on  the  whole  body  of  the  faithful,  fill  your  hearts  v^ith 
<o  ardent  love  of  God  and  man. 

May  the  peace  of  God,  which  furpafllcs  every  underfiandingy 
pre ferve  your  hearts  and  minds  in  Jefus  Chrid.     Amen. 
fVh'ttJunday^  May  2Tth^   J798- 

J-  T.  T. 

Proclamation  tjjued  by  Major-general  Nugent,  to  the  Inhabitants 
€ind  Infurgents  of  the  County  of  Down,  dated  Head^quarters, 
£elfafi,  June  1 1,   1798,  Jive  P.  M. 

MAJOR-GENERAL  Nugent,  commanding  his  Majefty's 
forces  in  the  north  of  Ireland,  being  defirous  of  fparing  the  effu- 
fion  of  human  blood,  and  the  total  devaflation  of  the  county  of 
Down,  is  pleafed  to,  and  does  hereby,  extend  to  the  infurgeots 
in  the  faid  county,  the  fame  terms  of  fubmiflion  and  atonement 
that  have  been  fo  eagerly  and  gratefully  accepted  by  many  of  tlieir 
equally  deluded  neighbours  in  the  county  of  Antrim,  to  wit — 

That  if  thofe  unfortunate  perfous,  who,  by  the  arts  of  felfifk 
fnddefigning  people,  have  been  feduced  from  their  allegiance  to 
their  true  and  lawful  fovereign,  his  Majefty  King  George  the 
Third,  to  become  rebels  and  traitors  to  their  country,  will  return 
'0  their  duty  as  faithful  and  peaceful  fubjedls,  and  return  to 
^hcirrcfpeAive  houfcs  and  occupations,  the  General  pofitively  and 
furcly  engages  to  ihein,  that  no  one  whatever  in  the  county  (with 
'he  exceptions  hereafter  mentioned)  ftiall  be  molefted,  or  their 
property  injured  ;  aiul  thai  as  a  proof  of  tht-ir  return  to  loyalty 
itid  good  government,  they  muft,  in  the  courfe  of  twenty-fo«r 
hours  after  the  date  of  this  proclamation  (making  allowance  for 
the  more  diftant  part  of  the  county),  liberate  all  the  loyal  pcrfons 
<rf  every  defcription  now  in  their  cuftody,  and  fend  them  to  their 
r^fpedivc  places  of  aboile  ;  and  that  they  alfo  depute  fome  perfons 
to  receive  alt  their  arms  and  ofFenfive  weapons  of  every  denomi- 
nation, with  the  ammunition  belonging  thereto,  who  ihall  be 
fent  to  the  General  to  know  where  they  are  to  be  depofited — and 
that  they  alfo  deliver  up  the  principal  perfons  who  have  been  mod 
idive  in  inftigating  or  compelling  them  to  engage  in  their  lat;: 
wicked  prafticc-. 

^itould 
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■ 

Should  the  above  injun£lions  not  be  complied  with  within  KA 
time  fpecified.  Major-general  Nugent  will  proceed  to  fct  fire  to 
and  totally  deilroy  the  towns  of  Killinchy,   Killeleagh,  Ballyiu- 
hinch,  Saintfield,  and  every  cottage  and  farm-houfe  in  the  vici- 
nity  of  thofe  places,  carry  off  the  flock  and  cattle,  and  put  every 
one  to  the  fword  who  may  be  found  in  arms. 

It  particularly  behoves  all  the  well-aiFe£lcd  perfons  who  are 
now  with  the  rebels  from  conftraint,  and  who  it  is  known  form 
a  confiderable  part  of  their  numbers,  to  exert  themfelves  in  having 
thefe  terms  complied  with,  as  it  is  the  only  opportunity  there 
will  be  of  icfcuing  themfelves  and  properties  from  the  indifcriml" 
natc  vengeance  of  an  army  ncceffarily  let  loofe  upon  them. 


Orders  ijpted  on  the  i  yh  jluncy  by  Major-general  Morrlfon* 

MAJOR-GENERAL  Morrifon  rcquefts  that  officers  com- 
manding corps  will  give  the  f^ri£lcft  orders  to  prevent  Tctting  fire 
to  houfes  or  buildings  of  any  kind  ;  a  mode  of  puniftiment  that 
can  lead  only  to  the  molt  pernicious  confequcnces,  and  that  fcl- 
dom  or  ever  falls  on  tl\c  guilty,  but,  on  the  contrary,  on  the  land- 
lord, the  wife  and  children  of  the  criminals,  who,  however  ini- 
quitous the  hufbanJ  or  father,  ought  always  to  be  fpared  and  pro- 
tefled. 

And  he  has  likewife  recei vrd  orders  from  Lieutenant-general 
Lake  th.nt  free  quarters  are  no  longer  to  be  permitted  ;  neither 
are  foraging  parties  to  be  allowed  to  go  out  unlefs  under  the  care 
of  an  otlictr,  who  is  to  be  rcfponfible  for  every  aft  ;  in  order 
that  the  fricncis  of  Government,  the  helplcfs  and  infirm,  may 
not  be  involved  in  one  indifcriminate  mafs  of  deftruftion  with 
the  rebellious  and  ill-difpofed. 


ERIN    CO    BRAH. 

}\  ociamatiQU  cf  the  People  of  the  County  of  IVexford. 

June()y   1798. 

WHEREAS  it  ftands  manifeftly  notorious,  that  James  Boyd, 
Havvtry  While,  Hunter  Gowan,  and  Archibald  Hamilton  Jacob, 
late  magilha:cs  of  this  county,  have  committed  the  mod  horrid 
afls  of  cruelty,  violence,  and  oppreflion,  againft  our  peaceable 
and  wt*]l-afFedled  countrymen  : 

Now  we  the  people,  affociated  and  united  for  the  purpofe  of 
procuring  our  juft  rights,  and  being  determined  to  proteft  the 
perfons  and  properties  of  thofe  of  all  religious  perfuafions  who 
have  not  oppreflld  us,  and  are  willing  with  heart  and  hand  to  join 
our  glorious  caufe^  as  well  as  to  (how  our  marked  difapprobation 

and 
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and  horror  of  the  Crimes  of  the  above  delinquents,  do  call  upon 
our  countrymen  at  large  to  ufe  every  exertion  in  their  povrer  to 
apprehend  the  bodies  of  the  aforefaid  James  fioyd^  Hawtry 
White,  Hunter  Gowan,  and  Archibald  Hamilton ^Jacob,  and  to 
fecure  and  convey  them  to  the  gaol  of  Wexford,  to  be  brought 
before  the  tribunal  of  the  people. 

God  lave  the  People. 
Done  at  WexiFord  this  9th  day  of  June  1798. 

B.  B.  Harvey,  Comm.  in  Chief. 
Edward  Roche,  Secretary. 


The  Adjutant-general  of  the  French  Army  at  Ktliala,  to  the  Com* 
mander  of  the  Eniiijh  Troops  at  BalUna* 

Sir, 

I  SEND  you  a  prifoner  who  appears  to  wi(h  to  return  home. 
Under  the  circumftances  in  which  we  are  placed,  wc  will  do 
every  thing  in  our  power  to  alleviate  the  miferies  of  war,  and  to 
attain  our  fole  obje£l,  which  is  to  procure  a  lading  peace,  and 
to  reftore  tranquillity  to  Europe. 

(Signed)  Sarrazin. 


Ctpy  of  a  Paper  found  at  Cafilebar  by  Lieutenant'colonel  Craufwrip 
among  the  Archives  of  the  Provijional  Government  tuhkh  thf 
French  cleHed for  the  Province  of  Connaught. 

LIBERTY.  EQUALITY. 

Army  of  Ireland. 

At  the  Head' quarters  at  Cafilebar ^  the  l^ti 
Fru^idor,  in  the  6th  year  of  the  French 
republic^  one  and  indivijible, 

GENERAL  Humbert,  commander  in  chief  of  the  arq^y  of 
Ireland,  wifhing  to  organize,  as  foon  as  poflible,  an  adniiniftra- 
tive  power  for  the  province  of  Connaught,  orders  as  follows: 

I.  The  government  of  the  province  of  Connaught  fhall  rcfidc 
^  Cadlebar  till  further  orders. 

a.  The  government  (hall  be  compofed  of  twelve  members, 
irho  will  be  nominated  by  the  commander  in  chief  of  the  French 

3.  Citizen  John  Moore  is  appointed  prefident  of  the  province 
sf  Connaught.     He  is  particularly  charged  with  the  nomination 
Hid  union  of  the  members  of  the  government. 
'    4.  The  government  (hall  immediately  dire£l  its  attention  to 
die  organization  of  the  militia  of  the  province  of  Connaught, 

\oh.  VIL  3  A  and 
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and  to  fecuring  the  proviHons  DecefTary  for  the  French  and  Irifli 
armies. 

5.  There  (hall  be  formed  eight  regiments  of  infantry,  each 
of  twelve  hundred  men  ;  and  four  of  cavalry,  each  of  fix  hundred 
men, 

6.  The  government  will  declare  rebels  and  traitors  to  their 
country,  all  thofc  who,  having  received  arms  and  clothing,  fliall 
not  join  the  army  within  twenty-four  hours. 

7.  Every  individual,  from  fixteen  to  forty,  inclufively,  is  called 
upon,  in  the  name  of  the  IriOi  republic,  to  repair  immediately 
to  the  French  camp,  to  march  in  a  mafs  againft  the  common 
enemy,  the  government  of  Ireland — the  Englifti  ;  whofe  dc- 
ilrudion  alone  can  fecurc  the  independence  and  happinefs  of  an- 
cient Hibernia. 

The  General  commanding  in  chief, 

(Signed)  Humbert. 


Prociamat:sn  iff'ucd  by  Alaj  or  ^general  St.   jfohn^   commanding  ttt 

jirmy  in  the  Dijiriti  of  ClonmelL 

MAJOR-GENERAL  St.  John,  anxious  to  prefervc  the  tran- 
quillity  of  the  diftridi  under  his  command,  and  to  obtain,  for  the 
benefit  of  the  country  in  general,  all  thofe  good  effeds  which  aa 
unanimous  and  cordial  co-operation  mud,  at  this  moment  parti- 
cularly, produce,  recommends  it  mod  earnedly  to  his  Majefty's 
fubje£is  of  all  perfuafions,  that  they  lay  afide  the  diflinguiftiing 
badges  of  their  deferent  fefts  of  religion,  and  with  them  to  bury 
alLthofe  animofities  and  jcaloufies  which  have  too  long  diftradd 
this  kingdom,  and  prevented  the  reftoration  of  that  tranquillity 
which  is  fo  necelTary  for  its  immediate  fecurity  and  future  pro- 
fperity. 

The  Major-general  therefore  hopes  that  all  loyal  fubjcfls  will  \ 
fliow  by  their  conduct  to-morrow  (the  ift  of  July),  that  they  will 
facrifice  private  prejudices  for  the  advantage  of  the  public  weal; 
and  that  ihey  will  recommend  to  all  defcriptions  of  people  the 
adoption  of  a  line  of  condudl  founded  on  this  principle. 


'Sotice  ijjued  by  Major-general  Kugcnty  commanding  the  Northern 

Di/lritf. 

Bdfafi,  July  27.  . 

WHEREAS  a  great  many  of  the  leaders  and  principal  agi- 
tators in  the  rebellion  have  fecreted  themfclves  in  the  county  of 
Down,  and  go  through  the  country  during  the  night  to  perfuad^ 
and  force  the  people  to  rife  again  in  arms  ;  I  hereby  offer  a  re- 
ward of  fifty  guineas  for  the  apprehenfion  of  each  of  the  follow^ 
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)g  perfons.  I  alfo  warn  the  inhabitants  of  the  county  in  gene- 
1I9  that  if  any  of  them  arc  convicted  of  harbouring  one  or  more 
r  thofe  perfonsy  or,  knowing  where  they  are,  do  not  give  immed- 
iate notice  thereof  to  the  officer  commanding  at  the  neared  poft^ 
ley  will  fuffer  as  capital  offenders,  and  their  property  be  de- 
royed.  Should  any  perfon  be  weak  or  wicked  enough  to  join 
lefc  dcfperate  outlaws,  either  by  force  or  from  inclination,  he 
innot  expe£l  mercy  ;  and  I  therefore  conjure  every  one  to  give 
nmediatc  information  againft  fuch  perfons  as  may  go  through 
le  country  for  the  purpofes  above  mentioned,  and  alfo  to  do  all 
1  their  power  to  take  them  up. 

If  the  people  do  not  attend  to  this  warning,  they  will  have 
one  but  thcmfelves  to  blame  for  the  didreffes  brought  on  their 
imilies. 

[Several  names  were  inferted  at  the  end  of  this  Notice.^ 


'uhftame  of  the  Agreement  entered  into  between  the  Irijh  Government 
and  the  State  Prijoners  confined  in  the  federal  Gaels* 

Sunday,  Jufyag,  1 798. 
WE,  the  underfigned  flate  prifoners  confined  in  the  three  pri* 
)ns  of  Newgate,  Kilmainham,  and  Bridewell^  ^''S^S^  ^o  S'^^ 
very  information  in  our  power  of  the  whole  of  the  iuternal 
ranfadions  of  the  United  Irifhmen,  and  that  each  of  the  pri* 
^ners  rtiall  give  detailed  information  of  every  tranfadtion  that 
las  paiTcd  between  the  United  Iri(hmen  and  foreign  dates ;  but 
bat  the  prifoners  are  not,  by  naming  or  defcribing,  to  implicate 
ny  pcrft)n  whatfoever  ;  and  that  they  arc  ready  to  emigrate  to 
uch  country  as  fball  be  agreed  on  between  them  and  Government, 
;iTing  fccurity  not  to  rcturo  to  this  country  without  permillion  of 
jovcinnicnt,  and  not  to  pafs  into  an  enemy's  country. 

It  is  On  their  complying  with  thcfe  terms  that  they  are  to  be 
freed  from  profcciiirons,  and  alfo  Mr.  Oliver  Bond  to  be  per- 
mitted to  take  the  benefit  of  this  propofal.  The  date  prifoners 
aifocxpc(fi  that  this  propofal  may  be  extended  to  fuch  perfons  in 
cu'.lody,  or  not  it)  cuftody,  as  may  choofe  to  benefit  by  it. 

(Signed)  Arthur  O'Connor. 

T.  A.  Emmet. 

W.  M'Nbvin, 

S.  Neilson. 

H.  Jackson. 

J.  dWEETMANj   &C. 

A   PROCLAMATION. 

.  WHEREAS  the  flate  prifoners  in  the  feveral  prifons  in  Dub- 
""  have  propofcd  to  his  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant  **  to 

3  A  2  give 


(    36+    ) 

give  every  information  in  their  power  of  the  whole  of  the  intennl 
tranfadions  of  the  United  Irilhmen  ;  and  that  each  of  them  would 
give  detailed  information  of  every  tranfa£lion  that  has  paflcd  be- 
tween the  United  Irifliinen  and  foreign  dates,  without  however 
naming  or  defcribingi  fo  as  to  implicate  any  perfon  whatever ; 
and  that  they  were  ready  to  emigrate  to  fuch  country  as  (huuld  be 
agreed  upon  between  them  and  Government,  giving  fecurity  not 
ro  return  to  this  country  without  the  permiflion  of  Government^ 
and  not  to  pafs  into  an  encmy^s  country,  if  on  their  fo  doing  they 
fhould  be  freed  from  profccution  ;  and  that  Mr.  Oliver  Bond  was 
to  be  permitted  to  take  the  benefit  of  the  faid  propofal ;  and  that 
the  (tate  prifoners  alfo  hoped  that  the  benefit  of  the  faid  propofal 
^ould  be  extended  to  fuch  perfons  in  cuftody,  or  not  in  cuftody» 
as  might  choofe  to  take  the  benefit  of  it  :'*  Which  propofal  is 
iigncd  by  Arthur  O^Connor,  Thomas  Addis  Emmet,  William 
lM*Nevin,  Samuel  Neilfon,  Henry  Jackfon,  John  Sweetman, 
and  by  upwards  of  fcveniy  other  prifoners : 

And  whereas  his  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant  has  been  gra- 
cioufly  pica  fed  to  accept  of  the  faid  propofal,  and  has  agreed  to 
the  terms  tliereby  offered  ;  in  confequence  whereof  the  faid  Hate 
prifoners  have  been  examined  before  the  fecret  committee  of  the 
two  Houfes  of  Parliament,  and  have  given  full  information  of  the 
tranfaflions  of  the  United  IriOimen  : 

Now  I  do,  by  this  my  proclamation,  make  known  to  the  (eve- 
ral  (late  prifoners  within  this  didrid,  and  to  others  whom  it  may 
concern,  the  terms  and  conditions  upon  which  the  (late  prifoners 
in  Dublin  have  obtained  his  Majefty's  pardon,  in  order  that  thofe 
who  think  (it,  may  entitle  themfelves  to  an  equal  diftribution  of 
the  King's  moll  merciful  and  gracious  intentions ;  and  I  do 
hereby  require  thofe  whom  it  may  concern,  within  this  diftriAt 
forthwith  to  fignify  to  me,  whether  they  arc  ready  to  fubfcribe 
to  fimilar  terms  and  conditions,  and  thereby  entitle  themfelves  to 
the  like  meafure  of  his  Majelly's  mercy ;  and  in  order  that  all 
perfons  now  in  cuftody  may  have  a  full  opportunity  of  fignifying 
their  intentions  herein,  I  will  fend  proper  perfons  to  each  prifoa 
within  this  diftri^l,  for  the  purpofe  of  receiving  their  refpefiive 
determinations. 

G.  Nugent,  Major-general,  commanding 

Northern  Diftria. 
Bclfaji,  Augujl%y  1798. 


A  TrGclamaiion  by  the   Lord  Lieutenant  General  and  Gemral 

Governor  of  [relandm 

CORNWALLIS, 

WHFIREAS  it  appears  that  during  the  late  invafion  many  0 
the  inliabitants  of  the  county  of  Mayo^  and  counties  idjacenr 

di> 


^d  join  the  French  forces,  and  did  receive  from  them  arms  and. 
ammunition ;  and  whereas  it  may  be  expedient  to  admit  fuck 
perfons  to  mercy,  who  may  have  been  inftigated  thereto  by  defign* 
ing  men  ;  we  do  hereby  promife  his  Majetly's  pardon  to  any  pep- 
fon  who  has  joined  the  enemy,  provided  he  Airrenders  himfelf 
to  any  of  his  Majefty's  juftices  of  the  peace,  or  to  any  of  his 
Majefty's  officers,  and  delivers  up  a  P  rench  firelock  and  bayonet, 
and  all  the  ammunition  in  his  poifeflion — and  providccLhe  has  not 
ferved  in  any  higher  capacity  than  that  of  private. 

This  proclamation  to  be  in  force  for  thirty  days  from  the  date 
hereof. 

Given  at  his  Majefty's  Caftle  of  Dublin, 
this  nth  day  of  September   1798; 

By  the  Lord  Lieutenant's  command, 

Report  from  the  Committee  of  Secrecy  of  the  Irifh  Houfe  of  Commouu 

Mr.  Speaker, 

THE  Committee  of  Secrecy  appointed  to  take  into  confidera- 
lion  the  papers  prefcnted  to  the  Houfe  on  the  17th  day  of  Juljr 
lad  by  the  Right  Honourable  Lord  Vifcount  Cafiiereagh,  have 
direded  me  to  report  as  follows : 

Your  Committee,  in  reporting  upon  the  papers  referred  to 
them,  find  it  neceflarv  to  recall  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  to  a 
Report  of  a  Secret  Committee  of  the  Lords  in  the  year  1793,  a» 
aifo  to  the  Reports  of  Secret  Committees  of  both  Houfes  of  the 
late  Parliament,  prefcnted  in  the  courfe  of  the  year  1797. 

Your  Committee  find  that  the  allegations  dated  in  thofc  Re- 
ports are  fully  confirmed  by  further  evidence  and  by  fubfequent 
events  ;  and  the  fa6ls  they  contain,  conne£led  with  the  informa- 
tion arifing  out  of  the  prefent  inquiry,  will  enable  the  Houfe  to 
trace  in  all  its  parts  the  confpiracy  carried  on  by  the  patty  ftyling 
themfelves  United  Irilhmen,  from  its  firft  appearance  under  the 
pretext  of  a  reform  till  it  connefted  itfelf  with  the  foreign  enemy^ 
and  broke  out  into  a  wide  and  extended  rebellion. 

Before  your  Committee  proceed  to  trace  the  extenfion  and  pro* 

grcfs  of  the  fyftem  of  treafon  fince  the  period  of  the  laft  Report 

(the  organization  of  which  at  that  time  appeared  to  have  been  ia 

a  great  degree  confined  to  the  northern  counties,  btit  (hortly  after 

extended  itfelf  throughout  other  parts  of  the  kingdom),  they  are 

<^c/irous  of  adverting  to  the  prominent  fafts  edabliOied  by  former 

'nquiries,  and  to  the  mcafures  adopted  by  the  government  to  meet 

^Ae  dangers  which  then,  and  at  the  perioid  immediately  fubfequent 

^^  the  laft  Report,  cxiftcd  in  the  province  of  Ulftcr, 

The  focicty  under  the  name  oif  the  United  Irilhmen,  it  ap* 

pcaiSy 
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pears,  \ra<j  eftabliflicd  in  the  year  1791  ;  its  founders  held  forth 
•what  ihcy  termed  Catholic  Emancipation  and  Parliamentary  Re- 
form, as  the  ofteniible  objefts  of  their  union  :  but  it  clearly  ap- 
peared, from  the  letter  of  Theobald  Wolfe  Tone,  accompanying 
their  original  conilittition,  as  tranfmKted  to  Bel  fa  fl  for  adoption, 
that  from  its  commencement,  the  real  purpofc  of  thofe  who  were 
at  the  head  of  the  indiiution,  was  to  fcparate  Ireland  from  Great 
Britain,  and  to  fubvert  the  eftablifhed  conftitution  of  this  king- 
dom :  in  corroboration  of  which  your  Committee  have  annexed 
to  this  Report  fevcral  of  their  early  publications,  particularly  a 
profpccflus  of  the  fociely,  which  appeared  in  the  beginning  of  the 
year  1791  ;  as  alfo  the  plan  of  reform  which  they  recon^mended 
to  the  people. 

For  the  fir  ft  three  years  their  attention  was  entirely  dircAed 
to  the  engaging  in  their  fociety  pcrfons  of  adllvity  and  talents 
in  every  quarter  of  the  kingdom ;  and  in  preparing  the  public 
mind  for  their  future  purpofes  by  the  circulation  of  the  moil 
/editions  publications,  particularly  the  works  of  Thomas  Paine. 
At  this  time  however  the  leaders  were  rather  cautious  of  alarm* 
ing  minds  not  AifTiciently  ripe  for  the  adoption  of  their  principles^ 
by  the  too  open  difclofure  of  the  real  objefls  they  had  in  view. 

In  1795  the  XlH  of  the  fociety  luiderwent  a  llriking  revifion  ; 
the  words  in  the  amended  teft  Hand,  ^*  A  full  reprefentation  of  all 
the  people,''  omitting  the  words  **  In  the  Commons  Houfe  of 
Parliament  ;*'  the  rcafon  for  which  has  been  admitted  bv  three 
members  of  the  Executive  examined  before  your  Committee  to 
be,  the  better  to  reconcile  reformers  and  republicans  in  a  common 
exertion  to  overthrow  the  ttate. 

Inthe  fiimtuer  of  1796  great  numbers  of  perfons,  principally 
in  the  pro\iiiccof  Ulller,  had  enrolled  rhemfelves  in  this  fociety. 
Aboiit  tlie  fame  period,  as  will  be  more  fully  explained  here- 
after, a  dire(^  commimication  had  been  opened  by  the  heads 
of  tic  purty  with  the  enemy,  and  French  affiilancc  was  foli- 
cited  and  promifcd  to  be  fpeedily  fent  to  aid  the  difafFccied  in  this 
kingdom. 

With  a  view  of  being  prepared  as  nu?ch  as  poffibic  to  co-ope- 
rate with  the  enemy  then  cxpeftcd,  and  in  order  to  counteract  the 
cHTe^l  of  the  armed  allbciations  of  yeomanry  c(tabliihed  in  Octo- 
ber I79^>>  dircftions  were  iffued  by  the  leaders  to  the  focicties  to 
form  thcmfelvcs  into  military  bodies^  and  to  be  provided  with 
ar  "-^  M^d  amminiition. 

'i  ;  el*.'  dire Ji ions  were  fpeedily  obeyed  ;  the  focietics  aflumed  a^ 
mil:t.iry  lorm  ;  and  it  appears  by  the  original  papers  feizcd  at 
Bel  fait   in  the  month  of  April  i/97,  that  their  numbers  at  thit 
period  in  the  province  of  Older  alone  were  Hated  to  amount  ^^ 
ncaxlv  one  Liindred  thoufand  men:  that  they  vrerc  very  Urj[c^>^ 
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I  fire-arms  arid  pikes  ;  that  they  Ira  J  fomc  cannon 
tion,  and  wert  diligently  employed  in  the  ftudy  of 
:ics ;  in  rtiori,  that  nothing  was  neglcfted  by  the 
could  enable  them  to  take  the  field  on  the  arrival  of 
)r  whenever  they  might  receive  orders  to  that  cffeft 
upcrior  officers,  whom  they  were  bound  by  oath  to 

the  well-afFcflcd  from  joining  the  yeomanry  corps, 
r  the  adminillration  of  juftice  altogether  inefFe<^ualy 
ive  fyiicm  of  terror  was  put  in  operation  ;  perfons 
the  yeomanry,  magiftratcs,  witnelfes,  jurors,  in  a 
clafs  and  defcription  of  peopld'who  ventured  to  fup- 
s,  became  objedls  of  the  moft  cruel  perfecution  in 
;,  property,  and  even  in  the  line  of  their  bufinefs ; 
jes  were  compelled  to  take  their  illegal  oaths,  and 
herencc  to  the  party  as  a  means  of  fecurity. 
ter  end  of  1796,  and  beginning  of  1797,  the  loyal 
)f  UKler  fuftcred  moft  fcve rely  from  the  depredations 
:ed  Iriflmien  ;  throughout  the  province  they  were 
heir  arms  ;  the  moft  horrid  murders  were  perpetrate^ 
ics  of  men  in  open  day,  and  it  became  nearly  impof- 
;  the  offenders  to  juftice',  from  the  inevitable  deftruc- 
.raitcd  the  witnelfes  or  jurors  who  dared  to  perfomi 

nmittcc  will  now  ftiortly  trace  the  meafuresreforted 
tfting  thefe  difturbanccs,  and  for  extending  proteAion 
ffccted. 

inmer  oi'  1796,  the  outrages  committed  by  a  banditti 
ifelves  Defender?,  in  the  counties  of  Rofcommon> 
)ngford,  Meath,  Weftmeath,  and  Kildare,  together 
ous  feud  prevailing  in  the  county  of  Armagh,  induced 
e  to  pals  a  temporary  acl  of  Parliament,  generally 
ifurrection  Avii,  by  w^hich  the  Lord  Lieutenant  and 
■e  enabled,  upon  the  requifitlon  of  feven  magiftratcs 
ty  affembled  at  a  feilions  of  the  peace,  .to  proclaim 
r  any  part  thereof  to  be  in  a  ftate  of  difturbancc  ; 
h  limits  this  law,  giving  increafed  power  to  the  ma- 
s  to  have  operation. 

ri<Ss  in  UHter  in  which  outrages  prevailed, occafioned 
;  and  pertccuiing  fpirir  of  the  United  Irilhmen,  were 
J  of  the  winder  cjf  179^,  and  fpring  of  1797,  put  un- 
ifions  of  the  ad  above  mentioned  ;  and  your  Com- 
to  obferve,  that  although  where  the  law  was  put  in 
activity  by  the  magiftrates,  very  beneficial  confe- 
e  fouiid  to  refult  from'it,  yet  the  treafon  was  then 
7oted  to  yield  to  tliis  icmedy. 
iamcnt  being  ailembled  in  Oftober  1796,  the  d« 
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geroiTs  progrefs  of  the  treafoiiy  and  the  a6live  preparations  of 
the  enemy  for  the  invallon  of  this  kingdom,  were  announced 
in  the  fpeech  from  the  throne.  Bills  were  immediately  brought 
in  and  paifed  without  delay  for  fufpending  the  Habeas  Corpus 
ad,  as  alfo  for  the  eftablifhmcnt  of  the  yeomanry; — mea- 
liircs  to  which  your  Committee  feel  themfelves  juftified  in  at- 
tributing the  falvation  of  the  country,  and  which  being  taken 
immediately  fubfcqucnt  to  the  formal  ajliance  concluded  between 
the  Executive  of  the  Union  and  the  French  Diredory,  at  once 
prove  the  vigilance  of  Government,  as  alfo  their  well-founded 
confidence  in  thus  entrufting  the  defence  of  the  kingdom  and  itf 
conftitution  to  the  loyalty  of  its  inliabitants. 

Your  Committee  have  to  obferve  with  great  fatisfafiion,  that 
the  eft i mate  for  the  yeomanry  as  firft  laid  before  Parliament  was 
Ibr  a  number  not  exceeding"  twenty  thoufand  men— <that  in  the 
conrfc  of  fix  months  about  thirty -feven  thoufand  were  arrayed; 
and  that  the  zeal  of  the  country  had  fo  rifen  with  its  difficulties, 
that  during  the  late  rebellion  the  yeomanry  force  exceeded  fifty 
thoufand  men,  and  might  have  been  increafed  to  a  much  greater 
extent.  It  is  unneceifary  to  recall  to  the  recolledion  and  gratitude 
of  Parliament  and  of  the  country,  the  fcrvices  they  have  per- 
formed during  the  unhappy  (Iruggle  in  which  we  have  been  en- 
gaged ;  (haring  all  the  hardfhips  and  dangers,  and  performing 
all  the  duties  in  common  with  the  King^s  regular  and  militia 
&rces. 

The  next  meafure  to  which  your  Committee  beg  leave  to  point 
the  attention  of  the  Houfe  is,  the  proclamation  of  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant and  Council,  bearing  date  the  6th  of  November  1796, 
iflued  in  confequcnce  of  the  difaiFeded  having  adopted  a  pradice 
of  marching  in  military  array,  and  aflembling  in  large  bodies,  in 
fome  inftances  to  the  number  of  fevcral  thoufand s,  under  the 
pretence  of  (aving  corn  and  digging  potatoes;  but  in  fa£t  to 
terrify  the  peaceable  and  well-difpofed,  and  to  compel  them  to 
enter  into  their  treafonable  alFociations. 

The  fame  fyftem  has  Hnce  frequently  been  had  recourfe  to  by 
the  United  Iriihmen  in  other  parts  of  the  kingdom  under  various 
pretences,  fuch  as  funerals,  foot-ball  meetings,  &c.  with  a  view 
of  difplaying  their  ftrcngth,  giving  the  people  the  habit  of  aflem- 
bling  from  great  diftancesupon  an  order  being  iifued,  and  making 
them  more  accuftomcd  to  (how  themfelves  openly  in  fupport  of 
the  caufc. 

The  next  meafure  to  which  the  Government  was  driven  by  the 
traitorous  excelTes  of  the  United  Irishmen,  and  to  which  your 
Committee  beg  leave  to  advert,  is  the  proclamation  of  Lieute- 
nant-gcneral  Lake,  then  commanding  in  Ulller,  iflued  on  the 
13th  of  March,  in  confequcnce  of  a  letter  addrcfled  to  him  by  the 
Lord  Litutcnaut's  fccretary,  Mr.  Pelham* 
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The  difordcrs  which  called  for  this  interpofinori  of  mititary 
authority  are  fiifficientjy  fet  forth  in  tl^e  body  of  the  letter  ;  and 
'our  Committee  have  only  to  obferve,  that  in  carrying  Lieute- 
lant-general  LSke*s  proclamation  into  effeft,  no  afts  of  fcverity 
vhatever  were  ufed  by  the  military  towards  perfons  concealing 
>B  refufmg  to  give  up  their  arms  ;  but  that,  on  the  contrary,  the 
Search  for  the  arms  of  the  difaffeded  was  conducted  with  all 
poflible  mildnefs  ;  and  that  where  perfons  voluntarily  brought  in 
iheir  arms,  certificates  were  granted  by  the  magi  Urates,  and  af- 
Furances  given  to  the  people  that  their  arms  would  be  returned  as 
Coon  as  the  country  was  reftored  to  tranquillity.  It  muft  however 
be  obferved,  that  in  June  following,  when  a  general  infurre£kioit 
was  decided  on  by  the  party,  and  upon  the  point  of  breaking  out 
in  the  province  of  Ulller,  more  vigorous  means  of  compelling 
the  furrender  of  arms  were  had  recourfc  to,  under  the  authority 
of  the  proclamation  of  the  17th  of  May  : — a  meafure  abfolu^ely 
indifpenfable  to  the  public  fecurity,  and,  under  the  circumftances 
of  the  cafe,  ftriftly  defenfive. 

Of  the  quantity  of  arms  which  appeared  by  their  own  report 
to  be  in  the  hands  of  the  difafFefted,  comparatively  few  were  ob- 
tained by  the  fearch  then  made  in  Ulfter  by  General  Lake's  or- 
ders ;  and  it  is  alfo  to  be  obferved,  that  previoufly  to,  and  during 
the  circuit  which  took  place  in  the  month  of  April  1797,  aSs 
of  violence  of  every  defcription  became  more  frequent,  and  were 
at  the  fame  time  fo  fyftematically  directed,  with  a  view  to  (lop 
the  courfe  of  criminal  juflice  againft  the  United  Irifhmen,  that 
the  Crown  profecutions  in  the  difturbed  counties  proved  from  their 
failure  an  encouragement  rather  than  a  reftraint  upon  the  reafon- 
able  projects  of  the  party. 

The  Report  of  the  Secret  Committee  \yas  followed  by  the  pro- 
chmation  of  the  17th  of  May  1797,  which  after  reciting  many 
si&sof  outrage  and  rebellion  that  had  been  committed,  and  offer- 
ing pardon  with  certain  exceptions  to  all  perfons  guilty  of  the 
i  itid  offences  who  ihould  furrender  within  the  period  of  a  monthy 
fttdgive  fecurity  for  their  future  good  behaviour,  declared  that 
fthe  civil  power  had  proved  inefFeAual,  and  that' it  became  necef- 
r  ivy  to  employ  the  military  force  for  the  immediate  fupprelfion  of 
[fiidi  rebellious  attempts. 

!    It  appears  to  your  Committee,  that  notwithftanding  this  raea* 
nit  of  mercy  and  warning  to  the  difafFe6led,  ia  the  latter  end  of 
Ibe  fame  month,    as  will  be  more  fully  explained  hereafter,  a 
fmeral  infurredlion  in  Ulfter  was  decided  on,  and  the  plan  of  at-  , 
flick  for  each  county  arranged. 

|.    The  intention  tranfpired,  and  was  defeated  by  the  aflive  ex* 

^titions  of  the  army  ;  notwithrtanding  which,  a  partial  rifing  did 

ttc  place  near  the  mountains  in  the  county  of  Down,  where 

4«  infurgents,  finding  themfelves  unfupported,  foon  difperfed. 
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The  effeA  of  the  meafures  then  adopted  was  immediately  felt ; 
the  arms  of  the  difaflfeded  by  necelFary  a£is  of  coercion  were  col- 
Icdcd  throughout  the  province  in  great  numbers :  the  loyal  were 
encouraged  to  declare  themfelves— fuch  as  had  been  mifled,  came 
in  in  crowds  to  take  the  benefit  of  the  proclamation  of  pardon, 
which  was  extended  for  another  month  ;  outrage  ceafed,  and  pub- 
lic confidence  was  fo  far  reftorcd  throughout  Ulfter  in  the  courfe 
of  the  months  of  July  and  Augud,  that  the  laws  were  admini- 
ftered  with  efFe&  in  the  different  counties  during  the  autumn  cir- 
cuit, and  the  manufaduring  induftry  of  the  country  was  reftored  to 
its  ufual  vigour  during  the  remainder  of  that  year.  Your  Committee 
think  it  peculiarly  incumbent  on  them  to  (late,  that  during  and 
fubfequent  to  the  aflizes  of  the  faid  circuit,  the  civil  authority 
was  found  throughout  Uifter  fully  adequate  to  the  prefervation  of 
the  public  peace,  and  that  all  military  interference  was  generally 
difcontinued  from  that  period. 

It  appears  to  your  Committee,  that  the  inferior  focieties  of 
United  Iriihmen,  in  general,  difcontinued  their  meetings  ;  that 
the  people  applied  themfelves  to  their  ordinary  occupations;  and 
tl\ough  fome  of  the  higher  committees  were  kept  alive  by  the 
a£live  leaders  in  the  treafon,  yet  it  will  appear  from  an  infpedion 
of  the  authentic  reports  of  their  proceedings,  that  for  feveral 
months  only  a  proportion  of  the  counties  of  Ulfter  were  reprc- 
fented  in  the  provincial  committee;  that  the  others  refufcd  to 
fend  delegates ;  that  little  money  was  collcded  ;  that  they  could 
not  fucceed  in  reviving  the  inferior  focieties ;  and  that  although 
they  encouraged  each  other  in  the  hopes  of  bringing  the  lower 
orders  of  the  people  again  into  action  in  cafe  the  enemy  (hould 
land,  they  were  not  able  to  make  any  imprefTion  of  confequence, 
till  the  infurredlion  in  Leinfter  was  on  the  point  of  breaking 
forth  ;  and  your  Committee  feel  themfelves  warranted  in  dating, 
that  the  beneficial  confeqnences  arifmg  from  the  meafures  adopted 
in  the  year  1797,  in  the  north,  were  flrongly  exemplified  in  the 
feeblenefs  of  the  late  infurre£licn  in  that  quarter,  and  in  the 
fpirit  difplayed  on  that  occafion  by  the  yeomanry  and  loyal  inha- 
bitants of  the  province  of  Ulfter. 

It  appears  to  your  Committee,  that  the  leaders  of  the  treafon, 
apprehenfive  left  the  enemy  might  be  difcouraged  from  any  fur- 
ther plan  of  invafion,  by  the  loyal  difpofition  manifefted  through- 
out Munfter  and  Connaught  on  their  former  attempt,  determined 
to  dire£^  all  their  exertions  to  the  propagation  of  the  fyftem  in 
thofe  provinces  which  had  hitherto  been  but  partially  infeAed; 
With  this  view  emifTaries  were  fent  into  the  fouth  and  weft  in 
great  numbers,  of  whofe  fuccefs  in  forming  new  focieties,  and 
adminiftering  the  oaths  of  the  Union,  there  were,  in  the  courfe 
of  ^  few  months^  but  too  evident  proofs  in  the  introdudion  of 
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the  fame  difturbances  and  enormities  into  Munfler  with  which 
the  northern  province  had  been  fo  feverely  vifited. 

In  May  1797,  although  numbers  had  been  fworn  both  in 
Munfter  and  Leinfter,  the  ftrength  of  the  organization,  exclu« 
fivcly  of  Ulfter^  lay  chiefly  in  the  metropolis  and  in  a  few  neigh* 
bouring  counties,  namely,  Dublin,  Kildare,  Meath,  Weftmeath^ 
and  the  King's  County. 

It  is  obfervable,  that  the  counties  in  which  defenderifm  had 
prevailed  eafily  became  converts  to  the  new  dodlrines ;  and  in  the 
fummer  of  1797,  the  ufual  concomitants  of  the  treafon,  namely, 
the  plundering  houfes  of  arms,  the  fabrication  of  pikes,  and  the 
murder  of  thofc  who  did  not  join  their  party,  began  to  appear  in 
the  midland  counties.  ' 

In  order  to  engage  the  peafantry  in  the  fouthern  counties,  par- 
ticularly in  the  counties  or  Waterford  and  Cork,  the  more  eagerly 
in  their  caufe,  the  United  In(hmen  found  it  expedient,  in  urging 
their  general  principles,  to  dwell  with  peculiar  energy  on  the  fup- 
pofed  oppreffivenefs  of  tithes  (which  had  been  the  pretext  for  the 
old  While-boy  infurreftions).  And  it  is  obfervable,  that  in  addi- 
tion to  the  afts  of  violence  ufually  reforted  to  by  the  party,  for 
the  furtherance  of  their  purpofes,  the  ancient  praftice  of  burning 
the  corn  and  houghing  the  cattle  of  thofe  againft  whom  their 
refentment  was  direfted  was  revived,  and  very  generally  praftifcd 
in  thofe  counties. 

With  a  view  to  excite  the  refentment  of  the  Catholics,  and  to 
turn  their  refentment  to  the  purpofes  of  the  party,  fabricated  and 
falfe  tefts  were  reprefentcd  as  having  been  taken  to  exterminate 
Catholics,  and  were  induftrioufly  difleminated  by  the  emiflTaries 
of  the  treafon  throughout  the  provinces  of  Leinfter,  Munfter, 
and  Conn  aught. — Reports  were  frequently  circulated  amongft  the 
ignorant  of  the  Catholic  perfuafion,  that  large  bodies  of  men  were 
coming  to  put  them  to  death.  This  fabrication,  however  extra- 
vagant and  abfiird,  was  one  among  the  many  wicked  means  by 
which  the  deluded  peafantry  were  engaged  the  mare  rapidly  in  the 
treafon. 

In  addition   to  the  above  arts  pradifed  to  excite  the  people, 
and  to  turn  local  prejudices  to  the  furtherance  of  their  purpofei, 
the  party  did  not  fail  to  avail  themfelves,  to  the  fulleft  extent,  of 
the  moft  wicked  and  licentious  abufe  of  the  prefs.     In  the  fum- 
mer of  1797,  an  infamous  paper  called  the  Union  Star  was  pri- 
vately printed  and  circulated,  inculcating  the  principles  of  infur- 
re£tion  and  aiTafrination  in  dire£l  terms,  and  containing  a  defcrip- 
tion  of  thofe  perfons  by  name  (particularly  magiftrates  and  fuch 
as  had  ferved  on  juries),  who  were  to  be  held  out  to  the  party  as 
objcfls  of  aflaffination,  on  account  of  their  aftive  loyalty,  or  a 
•  confcientious  difcharge  of  their  duty. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  fame  year,  m  newfpaper  called  the 
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Prefs  was  cflabliflied,  lately  publiflied  in  the  name  of  Mr.  A. 
O'Connor,  as  proprietoi  thereof,  who  has  admitted  before  your 
Committee,  that  he  was  for  more  than  a  year  a  member  of  the 
Executive  Diredlory  of  the  Iriih  Union,  and  who,  as  it  appears  to 
your  Committee  from  various  channels  of  information,  was  a 
xno(l  aftive  and  confidential  leader  of  their  treafon  in  its  principal 
departments  both  at  home  and  abroad,  which  conveyed  periodical 
exhortations  to  all  manner  of  outrage  and  infubordi nation.  Every 
fpecies  of  mifreprcfentation  and  fophiftry  was  made  ufe  of  to 
vilify  the  government,  to  extend  the  Union,  to  fhakc  the  con- 
nexion with  Great  Britain,  to  induce  the  people  to  look  to  French 
afliftance,  to  exaggerate  the  force  and  numbers  of  the  difaflFcdled, 
and  fyfleiT^atically  to  degrade  the  adminillration  of  judicc  in  all  its 
departments.  This  paper,  condufted  on  principles  ftill  mort 
licentious  than  the  Northern  Star  (which  had  contributed  fo 
largely  to  the  extenlion  of  treafon  in  the  north),  was  diftributed 
throughout  all  parts  of  the  kingdom,  and,  from  the  activity  of  its 
partifans,  had  immediately  a  more  extenlivc  circulation  than  any 
paper  long  eftabliflied. 

The  meafures  thus  adopted  by  the  party  completely  fucceeded 
in  detaching  the  minds  of  the  lower  claifes  from  their  ufual  habits 
and  purfuits,  infomuch  that,  in  the  courfe  of  the  autumn  and 
winter  of  17979  the  pcafantry  in  the  midland  and  fouthem  coun- 
ties were  fworn,  and  ripe  for  infurreftion.  Pikes  were  fabri- 
cated in  fuch  numbers,  that  in  the  Angle  county  of  Kildare,  in 
confequcncc  of  the  meafures  adopted  by  Government,  twelve 
thoufand  have  been  furrendered  ;"  and  your  Committee  have  every 
reafon  to  believe,  that  a  ilill  greater  portion  was  retained :  and 
that  the  preparation  of  arms  in  other  counties  by  the  dirafFeded 
was  nearly  as  cxtenfive  as  the  organization  itfelf,  will  appeal  as 
well  from  the  numbers  feizcd  in  diiferent  parts  of  the  kingdofn» 
amounting  in  the  whole  to  above  one  hundred  and  twenty-nine 
thoufand  of  different  dcfcripiions,  as  from  the  fad,  that  wherever 
the  infurrcftion  broke  out,  the  mafs  of  the  people  were  univerfally 
armed  either  with  muflcets  or  pikes. 

While  they  were  thus  maiuring  their  defign,  and  fecrctly  ac* 
quiring  the  ftrcugth  and  confiflcncy  of  a  revolutionary  army,  they 
omitted  no  artifice  by  which  they  could  hope  either  to  weaken  or 
embarrafs  the  governmrnt  of  the  country.  So  early  as  the  year 
1792,  the  fedu£lion  of  the  folJiery  made  a  part  of  their  fyflem. 
They  imagined  that  the  feafon  was  now  arrived  for  its  accom- 
plifhment,  and  no  means  which  wicked  fubtlcty  could  fugged 
were  left  unemployed.  Printed  papers  were  indudrioufly  circu- 
lated amongft  the  privates  and  non-commiflSoned  officers,  urging 
them  to  infubordination  and  revolt,  and  holding  out  the  moft 
tempting  offers  of  preferment  to  fuch  as  fhould  defcrt  their  co- 
lours.    The  atrocious  Climes  to  which  they  were  incited  will  beft 

appear 
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appear  by  reference  to  the  proceedings  of  the  general  courts  mar- 
tial hereunto  annexed,  before  whom  the  culprits  were  tried,  prior 
to  the  breaking  out  of  the  rebellion,  and  to  the  trial  of  Uenr/ 
and  John  Sheares  before  a  fpecial  commiflion  lately  held. 

'I  heir  attempts  to  frufirate  the  adminiflration  of  juftice  havd 
already  been  mentioned.  It  will  be  proper  to  ftate  fome  farther 
particulars.  From  feveral  authentic  reports  of  their  own  pro- 
ceedings, it  appears  that  confiderable  fums  of  money  were  fub« 
fcribed  for  the  purpofe  of  defending  fuch  of  their  alTociates  as 
fhould  be  brought  to  trial :  that  they  had  itinerant  committees 
who  went  circuit  as  regularly  as  judges:  that  a  bar  of  lawyers 
were  retained  to  undertake  the  caufe  of  all  perfons  in  the  grofs. 
committed  for  ilate  oiTcnces.  Entries  of  money  appear  in  their 
proceedings  as  paid  to  procure,  as  well  as  to  buy  oflF  witneflfes  : 
in  many  cafes  to  gaolers  for  being  guilty  of  breaches  of  truft, 
and  even  to  under-lherifTs  lor  returning  partial  pannels:  hand- 
bills to  intimidate  jurors  were  circulated,  and  every  fpecies  of 
indecent  management  pradifed  in  the  courts,  to  exclude  from  the 
jury-box  perfons  unconncded  with  their  paiiy. 

In  the  hope  of  diminifhing  the  refources  of  the  (late^  inftruc- 
tions  were  given  to  the  people  to  ablUin  from  the  confumption  of 
excifeable  articles,  which  are  produdive  to  the  revenue,  and 
every  endeavour  made  to  depreciate  the  value  of  Government  fecu- 
riiies  in  the  eitimation  of  the  public,  to  (lop  the  raifing  of  the 
fupplies  of  the  year  by  the  fale  of  the  quit-rents,  and  to  prevent 
the  circulation  of  the  bank  paper. 

Before  your  Committee  proceed  to  ftate  the  traitorous  cor- 
refpondciicc  carried  on  by  the  leading  members  of  the  confpiracy 
with  the  enemy,  they  think  it  necelfary  to  advert  to  a  new  orga- 
nization of  the  fociety  which  took  place  in  Augtj^  I797»  the 
rcafons  for  which  change  will  bed  appear  by  an  infpe£lion  of  the 
printed  paper  at  that  time  circulated  as  an  inilru&ion  to  the  body; 
and  your  Committee  beg  leave  to  refer  to  the  examination  upon 
oaih  before  the  Secret  Committee  of  the  Houfe  of  Lords  of  Doc- 
tor M*  Ncvin,  who  dates  himfclf  to  have  been  a  member  of  their 
Executive  Dircdory  for  the  detailed  application  of  this  new  fyf* 
tcm  tor  military  purpofes. 

The  evidence  of  the  fame  perfon,  together  with  that  of  two 
o»ber  members  of  the  Executive,  namely,  Mr.  Emmet  and  Mr. 
Arthur  O'Connor,   delivered  upon  oath   before  the   faid  Secret 
Committee  of  the  Lords,  and  who  as  well  as  the  faid  Dr.  M* Nc- 
vin have  been  examined  fmce  before  your  Committee,  has  com- 
pletely developed  the  connexion  of  the  party  with  the  French 
Dircctury.     hxnm  their  tcdimony  it  appears  that   fo  early  as  the 
year  \jq6,  the  party  defpairing  of  carrying  their  plans  into  exc- 
c'ii.nri  ifirongh    the  medium  of  a  democratic   reform,  av«)wcdly 
<iirccttd  ihcir  efforts  to  revolution,  and  having  received  an  inii- 
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mat  ion  from  one  of  their  fiKicty,  and  whom  your  Committee 
have  very  gov)d  rcafon  to  kno\\'  to  be  Mr.  Theobald  Wolfe  Tone 
already  iTicntioncd  fa  fugitive  from  this  country  on  account  of  his 
trcafonable  condud),  then  at  Paris,  that  the  ftate  of  the  country 
had  been  reprc Tented  to  the  government  of  France  in  fuch  a  light 
as  to  induce  them  to  refolve  on  fending  a  force  to  Ireland  for  the 
pnrpofe  of  enabling  it  to  fcparate  itfelf  from  Great  Britain,  an 
extraordinary  meeting  of  the  Executive  of  the  Union  was  con- 
vened to  take  the  propofal  into  conGdcration. 

This  meeting  was  held  in  the  fummcr  of  1796,  and  the  rcfiiit 
of  their  deliberations  was,  to  accept  of  the  alfiflancc  thus  held  out 
to  them  by  the  French  Direftory. 

In  conleq^ience  of  this  determination  an  agent  wasdifpatchedto 
the  Diredlory  to  acquaint  them  with  it.  He  was  in(lru£led  to  (late 
the  difpofiiions  of  the  people,  and  the  arrangements  of  the  Union 
for  their  reception,  and  received  frefli  alFurances  from  the  French 
government  that  the  armament  (hould  be  fent  as  fpeedily  as  it 
could  be  prepared.  The  agent  above  alluded  to  appears  to  ywr 
Committee  from  vaiious  channels  of  information  to  have  been  the 
late  Lord  Edward  Fitzgerald,  who,  accompanied  by  the  fjiJ 
Mr.  A.  0*Connor,  proceeded  by  Hamburgh  to  Switzerland,  and 
had  an  interview  near  the  French  frontiers  with  General  Hochc, 
who  afterwards  had  the  command  of  the  expedition  againft  Ire- 
land, on  which  occafion  every  thing  was  fettled  between  the  par- 
ties with  a  view  to  the  defcent.  The  reafon  the  perfons  employed 
on  this  million  did  not  pafs  into  France  was,  ]c{\  the  Irifh  govern- 
ment Ihould  gain  intelligence  of  tlie  fa£l,  and  caufc  them  to  be 
apprehended  on  their  return. 

Aixjut  Oftobcr  1796,  an  accredited  meiTenger  from  the  French 
republic  arrived,  who  faid  he  came  to  be  informed  of  the  ftatcof 
the  country,  and  to  communicate  to  the  leaders  of  the  United 
Irilhmen  the  intention  of  the  French  to  invade  Ireland  fpeedily 
with  fifteen  thoufand  men,  and  a  great  quantity  of  arms  and 
ammunition  ;  which  attempt  fo  announced  was  accordingly  made 
in  the  month  of  l^ccemb'.T  following,  when  the  French  fleet 
with  a  large  body  of  troop<?  on  board  arrived  in  Bantry  Bay. 

Your  Committee  do  not  think  it  necelTarv  to  advert  to  the  early 
and  frequent  communications  of  a  treafonable  nature  that  took 

I  lace  between  the  dlfiifTedcd  who  had  fled  from  this  conntry  to 
"ranee,  and  the  leaders  of  the  party  here :  it  is  fufficient  to'  fct 
forth  the  leading  attempts  of  the  Union  to  prevail  on  the  French 
Direflory  to  fend  a  force  to  their  nfliltancc.  It  is  ncccflary  how- 
ever to  obferve,  that  although,  previous  to  the  fummcr  of  1796, 
no  furtiial  and  authorized  communication  appears  to  have  taken 
place  between  the  Iiilh  Executive  and  the  French  government, 
vet  the  trial  of  Dr.  Jackfon  convicted  of  high  t reafon  in  the  year 
1795,  proves  that  even  then  the  enemy  had  agents  in  this  king- 
dom^. 
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om,  who  vrtre  addreflcd  to  the  mod  aSivc  members  of  the  Irifh' 
Jnion  for  information  and  alliftance ;  and  the  treafonable  ftatc- 
nent  refpcdling  the  interior  fituation  of  Ireland  then  drawn  up 
o  be  tranfmitled  to  France,  appeared  on  the  trial  to  have  been  the 
oint  produftion  of  Theobald  Wolfe  Tone,  heretofore  mentioned 
IS  the  framer  of  the  original  conftitiuion  of  United  Irilhmen, 
illided  by  A.  Hamilton  Rowan,  Efq.  who  frequently  appeared 
n  their  publications  as  the  chairman  of  the  fociety ;  to  which 
Tcafon,  Lewins,  whom  your  Committee  from  various  channels 
of  information  are  enabled  to  ftate  to  be  now  their  rcfident  agent 
at  Paris,  appears  to  have  been  privy. 

From  the  period  of  the  failure  of  this  expedition,  the  difaf- 
feded  either  adually  did  expedl,  or,  with  a  view  of  keeping  up 
the  fpirits  of  their  party,  pretended  to  expe^l^  the  immediate 
return  of  the  enemy  ;  and  affiirances  to  this  effe£t  were  induf- 
trioufly  circulated  in  all  their  focietics.  However,  in  the  fpring 
of  1797,  the  Executive  of  the  Union  thinking  the  French  dila- 
tory in  their  preparations,  did  then  difpatch  Mr.  Lewins  above 
mentioned  as  a  confidential  perfon  to  prefs  for  afTidance.  This 
agent  left  London  in  March,  and  proceeded  10  Hamburgh,  but 
did  not  reach  Paris  until  the  end  of  May,  or  beginning  of  June, 
from  which  time  he  has  continued  to  be  the  accredited  minifter 
from  the  Iri(h  Union  to  the  French  Directory. 

It  appears  to  your  Committee  that  in  the  fummer  of  1797,  the 
Executive  of  the  Union,  apprehenfive  left  a  premature  infurrcc- 
tion  of  the  north  before  the  promifcd  fuccours  from  France  could 
arrive,  might  difappoint  their  profpe£ls,  thought  it  nccelfary  ta 
fend  a  fecond  agent  to  Paris,  to  urge  with  increafed  earneftnefs 
that  the  promifed  aftiftance  ihould  be  imtnediately  fent :  accord- 
ingly a  moft  confidential  member  of  their  body,  whom  your  Com- 
mittee have  grounds  to  ftate  to  have  been  Doftor  M'Nevin,  wlio 
had  hhherto  a£led  as  fecretary  to  the  Executive,  was  difpatched 
CO  this  miftion  ;  he  left  Dublin  in  the  end  of  June,  and  prefented 
himfclf  with  the  necelfary  letters  of  credence  to  the  French  minify 
ter  at  Hamburgh. — Meeting  with  fome  difficulty  in  obtaining  2, 
paifport  to  proceed  to  Paris,  he  delivered  to  the  minifter  of  the 
republic  a  memoir  to  be  forwarded  to  the  Diredlory,  the  fub* 
ftance  of  which  appears  in  Dodor  M'Nevin's  examination,  as 
taken  on  oath  before  the  Secret  Committee  of  the  Lords.  It  is 
tinneceflary  to  make  any  obfervation  upon  this  moft  curious  ftatc- 
ment — it  is  in  itfelf  a  complete  pifture  of  the  defperate  purpofes 
6f  the  pa!ty  ;  and  the  Houfe  will  obferve  that  the  ftatement  of 
their  own  rcfources  is  ftudioufly  exaggerated  ip  proportion  to  the 
anxiety  felt  by  them,  that  the  fuccours  might  be  fent  before  the 
vigorous  meafures  adopted  by  Government  in  the  north  fliould  dif« 
ftXKert  their  proiedls. 

Thit 
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This  agent  was  authorized  to  give  France  aflurances  of  being 
lepaid  the  full  expenfcs  of  any  future  armament  Ihe  might  fend 
to  Ireland,  as  ucil  as  of  the  lad  which  had  mifcarried,  the  fame 
to  be  raifed  by  the  confircation  of  the  lands  of  the  cliurch,  tfi 
the  property  of  all  thofc  who  (hould  oppofe  the  meafures  of  the 
party.  He  was  alfo  particularly  charged  to  negotiate,  if  pofli- 
blcy  a  loan  on  the  above  fccurity,  to  the  amount  of  half  a  mil- 
lion, or  at  jcafl  three  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  for  the  immediate 
purpofes  of  the  Union  ;  and  directions  were  given,  that  in  cafe 
France  could  not  be  ptcv:uicd  on  to  advance  fo  large  a  fum,  he 
Ihould  addrcfs  himielf  to  the  court  of  Spain  for  that  purpofe. 

It  appears  to  your  Committee,  that   ihc   Executive^   Union, 
though  deliious  of  obtaining  afliilance  in  men,  arms,  and   mo- 
ney, yet  were  averfc  to  a  greater  force  being  fent  than  might  ena- 
ble them  to  fubvcit  the  government,  and  retain  the  power  of  the 
country  in  their  own  hands;  but  that  the  French  Ihowed  a  de- 
cided difinclination  at  all  times  to  fend  any  force  to  Ireland,  ex- 
cept fuch  as  from  its  magnitude  might  not   only  give  them  the 
hopes  of  conquering  the  kingdom,  but  of  retaining  it  afterwards 
as  a  French  conquelt,  and  of  fubjcding  it  to  all  the  plunder  and 
oppreflions  which  otlier  countries,  fubducd  or  deceived  by  that  na- 
tion, have  experienced.     A  remarkable  illuflration  of  which  fen- 
timcnt  in  the  Diredory  of  France  occurs,  in  the  fubitance  of  a 
kttcr  faid  to  be  received  from   Lcwins,  the  Iriih  agent  at  Paris, 
and  fhown  by  Lord  Edward  Fitzgerald  to  John  Cormick,  a  co- 
lonel in  the  rebel   army,  who  fled  from  jullice  on  the  breaking 
out  of  the  rebellion,  and  whofe  voluntary  confeflion,  upon  his 
apprehcnfion   in    Guei;nfcy,    before    Sir    Hugh    Dalrymple,   is 
given  in    the  Appendix.     This  letter,    although   written   appa- 
rently on  money  buiinefs,  which  is  the  cloak  generally  made  ufe 
of  by  the  party  to  hide  their  real  views,  is  pcrfeflly  intclligiblcy 
when  connc(5\ed  wiih,  and  explained  by  the  memoir  prcfenied  by 
Dr.    M'Nevin,  the  Irilh  agent  to  the  French  Diredlory.     The 
Itntcr  dates,  that  the  truflcts  (that  is,  the  Direftory)  would  no^ 
advance  the  five  tlioufand  pounds  (that  is,  the  fmaller  number  o^s 
troops  afked  for  in   M*Nevin's  memoir);    faying,    they  woul*— 
make  no   payment  fliort    of  the  entire  fum  (that   is,  the  large  *^ 
force),  which  they  always  declared  their  intention  of  fending 
and  that  this  payment  could  not  be  made  in  lefs  than  four  month  -^ 
irotn  that  time. 

The  demands  of  the  party  by  their  firft  agent  went  to  a  forc^ 
not  exceeding  ttn  thoufand  men,  with  forty  thoufan%f  fland  0  "^ 
arms,  and  a  proportionate  fupply  of  artillery,  ammunition,  cn^- 
giiieers,  experienced  officers,  &c. 

A  liiii  larger  fupply  of  arms  was  folicited  by  the  fccond-mcf-— ' 
fcD^cr,  ou  account,  as  he  ihtcd  it^  of  the  growing  number  o^ 

their 
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their  adherents,  and  of  the  difarming  of  the  north,  in  which  pro- 
vince above  ten  thoufand  (land  of  arms,  and  as  many  pikes,  had 
been  furrendered  to  the  King's  troops. 

It  appears  that  an  attempt  was  made,  about  the  fame  time,  to 
procure  the  afliflance  of  fuch  Irilh  officers,  then  in  foreign  fer* 
vice,  as  might  be  prevailed  upon,  by  receiving  high  rank,  to  en* 
gage  in  the  fervice  of  the  Union,  and  that  a  negotiation  was  ada«^ 
ally  fet  on  foot  for  this  purpofe ;  but  it  has  been  dated,  that,  from 
the  over-caution  of  the  agent  who  was  employed  in  conducing 
this  tranfaAion,  nothing  in  confequence  of  it  was  eflPeded. 

A  fecond  memoir  was  prefeiited  by  this  confidential  agent,  upon 
his  arrival  at  Paris,  in  which  he  urged  fuch  arguments  as  he  con* 
ceived  mod  likely  to  induce  the  DireAory  not  to  poflpone  the  in- 
vafion.  He  endeavoured  to  dcmonflrate,  that  fo  favourable  m 
dtfpofttion  as  then  exiftcd  in  the  Irilh  mind  was  in  no  future  con- 
tingency to  be  cxpe<5lcd  ;  and  he  artfully  reprefented,  that  the  de* 
lufions  held  out  by  reform  might  ceafe  from  delay,  and  thus  render 
more  difficult  to  France  and  the  true  republicans  of  this  country, 
their  endeavours  to  feparate  the  two  kingdoms,  and  to  eftablifli  a 
republic  in  Ireland. 

Previous  to  this  million  from  Ireland,  a  confidential perfon  was 
fcnt  over  by  the  French  Diredory,  to  colle£l  information  refoed- 
ing  the  (late  of  Ireland.  Failing  to  obtain  the  necefiary  paflports 
in  London  to  pafs  into  Ireland,  he  wrote  over  to  requeft  that  one 
of  the  party  might  meet  him  in  London.  A  perfon  was  accord- 
ingly fcnt  over,  whom  your  Committee  know,  from  various 
channels  of  information,  to  have  been  the  late  Lord  Edward 
Fitzgerald,  and  \vho»  it  is  to  be  prefumed,  did  not  fail  to  furnilh 
the  French  agent  with  every  neceirary  intelligence. 

The  Dirc<Sory  gave  the  Irifli  agents  fent  to  Paris  theftrongeft 
iffnrances  uf  fupport,  and  did  accordingly,  during  the  fummer, 
nake  preparations  of  a  very  extenPive  nature,  both  at  the  Texcl 
ind  at  i3reft,  for  the  invafion  of  Ireland  ;  and  in  the  autumn 
ritelligence  was  received  by  the  Executive  of  the  Union,  that  the 
roopt  were  a£lually  embarked  in  the  Texel,  and  only  waited  for 

wind. 

In  confequence  of  this  communication,  ^reat  exertions  were 

nadc  by  the  party,  and  in  the  beginning  ot  Odober,  when  the 

<)utch  fleet  wab  upon  the  point  ot  failing,  the  approach  of  the 

Ticmy  (as  will  appear  by  reference  to  the  provincial  reports  from 

t^lftcr  of  that  date)  was  announced  to  the  focietics  as  at  hand. 

The  troops  had  been  adually  on  hoard,  commanded  by  Gene* 
^al  Dacndcis,  hut  were  fuddcnly  difembarkcd.  The  Dutch  fleet, 
Contrary  to  the  opinion  of  their  own  admiral,  as  is  generallv  be- 
lieved, was,  at  the  inftance  of  the  French  government,  obliged 
to  put  to  fra,  which  led  to  the  ever-memorable  victory  of  the  nth 
«f  October    1797. 

Vol.  VII.  3  C  It 
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It  appears  to  your  Committee,  that  early  in  the  prefent  yes 
other  advices  were  received  bv  the  Irifh  Executive  from  Frano 
liating,  that  fucconrs  might  be  expedled  to  be  fent  to  Ireland  i 
April;  but  notwiihrtanding  the  temptation  held  out  by  the  rebe 
lion,  which  commenced  on  the  23d  of  May  following,  tl 
French  government  have  not  yet  thought  it  prudent  to  fulfil  the 
promife. 

The  Committee  truft  they  have  laid  fufficient  grounds  befo 
the  Houfc  to  fatisfy  them  of  the  long-entertained  and  fixed  pu 
pofe  of  the  United  Irilhmcn  to  introduce  .the  enemy  into  th 
kingdom,  and  through  their  aflillancc  to  feizc  upon  the  govcri 
ment  and  property  ot  the  country  ;  and  that  in  their  negotiatio 
with  the  French  Oirc6lory  they  have  had  no  other  referve  b 
what  their  own  treafonable  ambition  pointed  out.  The  partici 
lars  of  the  ftatement  relling  for  the  moft  part  upon  the  admiifK 
of  the  parties  themfclves,  there  can  be  nopoilible  room  to  dou 
the  truih  of  what  has  been  fubmitted. 

Your  Coinmittce  think  it  material  to  obferve,  that,  notwi:! 

{landing  the  w  ildnefs  of  the  hope  that  they  could  ever  fucceed  i 

overturning  the  government  without  powerful  aid  from  abroai 

yet,  on  more  than  one  occafion,  the  cagcrnefs  of  the  more  vi( 

lent  partifans  fo  far  prevailed  over  their  reafon,  as  to  induce  ihei 

to  meditate  an   infurrcdiion.     To  this  they  were  excited  by  tl 

apprehenfion  that  the  7eal  of  their  followers  would  fubiide  if  ih( 

were  not  called  inio  adion,  as  well  as  by  a  dread  that  a  reforti 

ftronger  meafures  on  the  part  of  Government  might  at  length  d< 

privc  them  of  the  means  of  exertion.     It  had  been  their  invari: 

ble  policy  to  announce  an  effort  as  at  hand,  merely  to  keep  up  il 

fpirits  of  the  people,  when  no  attempt  of  the  kind  was  really 

contemplation  ;  however,  in  the  fpring  of  1797,  a  plan  was! 

rioully  difcuifed  among  the  leaders;  then  alfembled  in  Dublin,  f 

commencing   a  gQ.neral  rilirig  without  waiting  for  foreign  afii 

ance;  but  as  this  fcheme  did  not  meet  with  the  approbation 

the  Dublin  part  of  the  committee,  it  was  laid  afide;  ^nd  it  a 

pears  that  ai  this  period  a  coolnefs  took  place  between  the  Ull 

and  Lciniler  delegates,  in  confequence  of  which  the  progrcfs 

the  cor. fpi racy  fcems  to  have  been  for  a  time  much  impeded. 

The  liortherns  then  in  Pnblin,  difgufted  wiih  the  coward 
(as  they  termed  it)  of  the  Leinller  delegates,  proceeded  to  ; 
without  their  approbation,  to  feize  upon  the  Caitle,  ordnai 
(lores,  magazine,  <tc.  and  to  trull  to  the  mob  of  Dublin  for 
fiftance;  but  from  fome  additional  military  precautions  at  t 
time  adopted  by  the  garrifon,  this  plan  v\as  abandoned. 

Shortly  after  the  proclamation  of  the  17th  of  May  1 7 
above  dated,  notwithllanding  the  (Irong  opinion  entertained 
the  Leinftcr  Executive,  of  the  impolicy  of  fuch  an  attetn 
the  mpre  fo^  as  alFurances  had  been  recently  received  of  the  \ 

paCati 
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pa  rations  going  forward  both  at  Brcft  and  in  the  Texiel,  for  the 

invafion  of  Ireland  ;  yet  an  a(^Hvc  effort  was  made  to  produce  k 

general  infiirreclion  throughout  Ulfter,  the  orders  for  which  were 

given  out  the  latter  end  of  May,  in  conformity  to  a  plan  prcvi- 

oully  prepared.     A   flight  movement   did   lake   piacc,  as  beforfc 

ftattrd;  however,  the  main  defign  o£  the  party  was  fruftrated  by 

the    aftive   military  mcafures  then   taken  by  Lieutenant-general 

Lake,  and  many  of  their  principal   leaders  were  obliged  to  fly, 

fcveral  of  whom  palfed   into   France,  having   received  letters  to 

Remhart,   French  minilter  at  Hamburgh,  from  perfons  then  refi- 

,       dent  i:i  this  country,  in  confequcnce  of  which  introduftion,  the 

\      nccelTary  palfports  were  granted,  to  enable  them  to  proceed  to 

Paris,  where  they  arrived  early  in  Auguft,  and  had  frequent  com- 

tnunications  wirh  the  French  Directory  on  Irifh  affairs. 

Your  Committee  do  not  find  that  tiic  difaffcdled  entertained  at 
any  other  periods  than  thofe  alluded  to,  until  the  middle  of  March 
1798,  any  fcrious  intention  of  ha/arding  an  effort  independent  of 
foreign  aflillance.  indeed  the  opinion  of  the  moft  cautious  of 
their  body  was  always  adverfc  to  a  premature  exertion.  Their 
policy  was  to  rilk  nothing  fo  long  as  the  'party  was  gaining 
ftrength.  Their  principle  was  to  extend  their  organization,  to 
add  to  their  flock  of  arms,  and  to  wait  for  events:  and  it  ap- 
pears, from  a  variety  of  evidence  laid  before  your  Committee, 
that  the  rebellion  would  not  have  broken  out  fo  foon  as  it  did, 
had  it  not  been  for  the  well-timed  meafures  adopted  by  Oovcrn- 
merit,  fubfequent  to  the  proclamation  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant  and 
Council,  bearing  date  the  3cth  of  March  1798,  as  it  is  notorious 
that  in  many  comities  the  effect  of  thofe  meafures  was  fuch  in 
dilfolving  the  Union,  and  in  obliging  the  people  to  furrcnder  their 
arms,  that  it  became  evident  to  the  generality  of  their  leaders  they 
had  no  other  alternative  but  to  rife  at  once,  or  to  abandon  their 
purpofe. 

It  appears  to  your  Committee,  that,  with  the  double  view  of 
being  prepared  cither  to  co-operate  with  the  enemy  in  cafe  of  a 
defccnt,  or   of  dire^^ing   an    infurreflion   upon    fydem,     (hould 
they  find  it  necelfary  to   have  recourfe  to  fuch  a  mcafurc  before 
alTiftance  might  arrive  from    France,  a   military  c».>mmittee  was 
appfjinted  by  the  Executive  in  the  month  o\  February  laft.  About 
this  time  detailed  military  inflructions  wxrc  iffucd  to  the  adjutant- 
generals  of  the  Union,  by   which   ihcy  were  required  to  inform 
themfelve^i,  and  report  on  the  (late  of  the  rebel  regiments  \Aiiirm 
their  dirtricls,  of  the  number  of  mills,  the  roads,  rivers,  bridges, 
and  fords,  the  military  pofitions,  the-capacity  of  the  towns  and 
villages  to  receive  troops,  to  communicate  to  the  Executive  every 
movement   of  the  enemy  (meaning   the    King's   troops),  to  an- 
nounce ihc  firft  appearance  of  their  allies  (meaning  the  French), 
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and  immediately  to  coiled  their  force,  with  fcvcral  other  military 
regulations. 

Inftrudions  were  alfo  given  to  the  feveral  rebel  regiments,  as 
to  the  arms  and  appointments  with  which  they  were  to  be  ftir^ 
ni(hed,  fo  as  to  he  n:ady  to  take  the  field  on  the  (horteft  notice. 

At  a  meeting  hM  on  the  26th  of  February,  thanks  are  voted 
to  the  fevcral  coluncis  for  their  eSLdual  exertions  in  embodyiia  ^ 
and  arming  their  rcTpc£live  regiments — the  people  are  reqiieftt^^ 
to  bear  the  (hackles  of  tyranny  a  little  longer,  till  the  whole  kin^. 
dom  (hali  be  in  fuch  a  Hate  of  organization  as  will,  by  their  joinr 
co-operation,  cffcd,  without  lofs,  that  dcfirable  objeft  whicA 
they  dated  as  hourly  drawing  to  a  crifis. 

Whilil  thcfe  extenfive  military  arrangements  were  making  by 
the  Executive,  to  ad  againd  the  date  as  foon  as  a  favourable  op- 
portunity (hould  prcfcnt  itfclf,  the  fame  fydem  of  outrage  which 
had  been  fo  fuccefs fully  made  ufe  of  by  the  party  the  year  before 
in  Ulder,  to  edablidi  their  own  authority  in  oppofition  to  that  of 
the  laws,  and  to  compel  the  people  to  look  to  the  Union  for  pro- 
tcftion  rather  than  to  the  State,  was  very  generally  prevalent 
throughout  the  fouthcrn  and  midland  counties.  The  enormities 
committed  on  the  wcU-affcflcd  were  marked  with  theraoftdif- 
giiding  cruelty. 

It  is  unnecedary  for  your  Committee  to  detail  individual  in- 
dances  of  outrage,   which  are  frcih  in  the  recolleflion  of  the 
Houfe:  it  will  be  fufficient  to  date,  that  in  the  months  of  Febru- 
ary and  March  many  parts  of  the  provinces  of  Leindcr  and  Mun- 
der  were  aAnaliy  in  the  poireilion  of  a  murderous  banditti.     If 
ihcy  did  not  appear  in  arms  by  day,  it  only  rendered  their  rebel- 
lion more  diificuit  to  be  met  and  cruihed  by  the  King's  troops  and 
yeomanry;  not  a  night  paifcd  without  numerous  murders;  feve- 
ral didrids  in  the  provinces  of  Leindcr  and  Munder  had  been 
proclaimed  under  the  powers  given  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  and 
Council  by  the  a£t  for  preventing  infurredions:  but  thcfe  mea- 
fures  proved  inefFeflual ;  very  many  of  the  loyal  inhabitants  of 
the  counties  of    Cork,    Limerick,  Tipperary,    Kilkenny,  Car- 
low,  King's  county,  Qiiccn's  county,    Kildare,  and  Wicklow, 
were,  in  the  courfc  of  one  month,  dripped  of  their  arms,  and, 
in  many  places,  obliged  to  fly  for  (hcltcr  into  the  garrifon  towns; 
and,    as  one  indance  among  many,  of   the  daring  lengths  to 
which  the  confpirators  at  this  time  had  proceeded,  your  Commit- 
tee think   it  neceflary  to   date,  that,  in  open  day,  800  infur- 
gents,  principally  mounted,  inveded  the  town  of  Cahir,  in  the 
county  of  Tipperary ;  held  podeflion  of  it  until  they  had  made  a 
regular  fearch  through  every  houfe,  and  carried  off  in  triumph  all 
the  arms  and  ammunition  they  could  find. 

Under  thefe  circumdances,  the  Lord  Lieutenant  and  Council 
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liTucd  the  proclamation  before  fpoken  of,  bearing  date  tho-jotb  oC 

March,  dating,  that  the  traitorous  con fpi racy  long  exifting  wi^h* 
ill  this  kingdom  had  broken  out  into  a^s  of  open  rebellion;  and 
giving  notice,  that  the  mod  dirc£l  and  pofitive  orders  were  iflued 
to  the  officers  commanding  his  Majcfty^s  forces,  to  employ  them 
with  the  utmoft  vigour  and  dcciiion  for  the  immediate  fuppreflioa 
thereof;  and  alfo  for  the  recovery  of  fuch  arms  as  had  been  trai* 
torouily  taken  from  the  King's  peaceable  and  loyal  fubjeAs.  It 
was  alfo  enjoined,  that  they  ihould  difarm  the  rebels,  and  all  per« 
fons  diiaffctSlcd  to  his  Maj city's  government,  by  the  moik  fum« 
mary  and  effe£tuul  meafures. 

This  proclamation  was  tranfmitted  by  his  Excellency's  com* 
mands,  to  Sir  Ralph  Abercrombie,  then  coinmander  in  chief, 
who  was  directed  to  proceed  into  the  didurbed  coimties,  being 
inveded  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant  with  full  powers* 

Your  Committee  annex  to  this  Report  a  notice  to  the  inhabits* 
ants  of  the  didurbed  counties,  as  iifued  by  the  faid  commander  in 
chief;  and  think  it  incumbent  on  them  to  obferve,  that  on  this, 
and,  indeed,  on  every  occafion  in  which  the  Government,  or  the 
officers  ading  under  its  orders,  have  been  driven  to  the  neceilitf 
of  adopting  extraordinary  meafures  for  the  fafety  of  the  date,  fiill 
notice  and  time  have  uniformly  been  given  before  they  were  adted 
upon,  aiui  the  people  have  been  exhorted  to  prevent  the  neceflitjr 
of  rigorous  meafures,  by  a  celTatioo  from  outrage  and  a  furcoulcr 
of  their  arms. 

It  appears  to  your  Committee^  that  the  fteps  then  taken^  at 
mentioned  in  the  proclamation,  had  an  almod  immediate  eflFe^  in 
repreffing  the  audacity  of  the  rebels,  and  in  redoring  traaquil* 
lity ;  the  loyal  inhabitants  were  enabled  in  many  places  to  return 
in  fafety  to  their  houfcs ;  murders  became  lefs  frequent ;  jjx  maof 
counties,  particularly  in  Kildare  and  I'ippcrary,  the  people,  feo* 
iible  of  the  madnefs  and  wickednefs  of  their  conduct,  begam 
openly  to  acknowledge  their  crimes,  furrender  their  arms,  and 
point  out  their  leaders  and  fedncers ;  a  fubmiflion  which  inva* 
riably  obtained  for  them  pardon  and  protc£lion. 

In  April  and  the  beginning  of  May,  the  dclufion  of  the  peo- 
ple was  fo  fad  and  fo  widely  yielding  to  the  meafures  of  Govern- 
mentj  which,  while  they  treated  with    (everity  the  obftinaitely 

Eilty,  in  all  cafes  held  forth  mercy  to  the  repentant,  that  the 
iders  of  the  treafon  both  in  Dublin  and  in  the  provinces  began 
to  perceive  that  their  caufe  was  lofing  ground,  and  that  they  bad 
MO  alternative  left  but  to  hazard  an  infurrcction  or  to  reUni|uifli 
their  hopes.     The  arred  of  the  Leinder  provincial  o  tee  oo 

tiic   1 2th  of  March,  and  of  feveral  other  leading  i      i      i       tl 
Union  on  the  fame  day,  tended  fo  much       life        ( 
fjmc  party  and  to  weaken  their  organizat  < 

&k  tbemfelves  dill  more  compelled  to  a 


■was  accordingly  digeftcd  by  the  military  committee  for  a  general 
riTing,  the  outline  of  which  was  to  furprifc  Dublin,  the  camp  a^ 
Louyhlinllo^vn,  and  the  artillery  fiation  at  Chapelizod  on  th^ 
fame  niijht,  in  which  attack  the  counties  of  Dublin,  Wicklow  , 
and  Kildarc,  were  to  co-operate:  the  ir.furrcdion  being  con^ -. 
nicnccJ  in  the  nei.:hl)oiirii'ind  of  the  mctro;H)lis  (the  iigiial  for 
annoiiuciniT  which  was  to  be  the  detention  ot  the  mail-coaches ^, 
it  vvasexpedcd  that  the  north  and  fuiith  would  alfo  rife. 

The  Houfe  will  Hnd  the  plan  of  infiirrcclion  detailed  and  ftiWy 
proved  in  the  evidence  adduced  on  the  tiial  of  Henry  and  John 
Siieares,  lately  convicted  of  hip;h   treafon ;  the  bloody  intention* 
of  the  party  may  belt  be  colledled  from  a  manifeflo  in  the  hand- 
writing of  the    faid  John   Sheares  (one    of  the    new   Execntivc, 
elected  after  the  arrelts  made  on  the  I2th  of  March  lad,  as  vour 
Comniiitce  have  rcafon  to  bclicvej,  which  was  to  have  been  ilfiitd 
in  the  event  of  fucccfs.     Were  any  additional  proofs  ncccflary  to 
cltablilh  the  authenticity  of  the  plan  as  above  ftated,  it  maybe 
found  in  the  proceedings  of  the  provincial  committee  of  LMlter, 
vihich  met  at  Artnagh  on  the  12th  of  May,  where  the  fame  plan 
was  announced  as  decided  on,  and  the  necelTary  orders  given  for 
fecuring,  as  far  as  poflible,  the  co-operation  of  the  north. 

The  government,  perfeflly  informed  of  the  intentions  of  the 
confpirators,  can  fed  feveral  of  the  leaders  to  be  apprehended  on 
the  igih  and  2 lit  of  May,  and  the  approaching  infurrcftion  was 
announced  to  the  Lord  Mayor,  late  in  the  evening  of  the  21ft,  in 
a  letter  from  the  Lord  Lieutenant's  fecretary ;  and  on  the  follow- 
ing day  a  melTage,  to  the  fame  efFeft,  was  fent  by  his  Excellency 
to  both  lloufes  of  Parliament,  Notwithftanding  the  military 
precautions  adopted  to  counteraft  the  intended  riling,  it  took 
place  in  the  neighbourho^xl  of  Dublin  on  the  night  appointed, 
namely,  the  23d  of  May;  and  every  poflibic  effort  was  made  by 
the  difaflPected  within  the  town,  to  co-operate  with  thofe  with- 
out. In  conformity  to  the  plan  laid  down,  the  mail-coaches  were 
deltroyed  on  the  northern  and  fouthcm  roads,  and  every  exertion 
made  by  the  party  in  the  provinces  to  bring  the  people  into  an 

adion- 

Your  Committee  do  not  think  it  necelTary  to  record  the  events 
of  the  bloody  and  deftructive  rebellion  that  enfued,  which  are  (till 
but  too  frelh  in  the  memory  of  the  Houfe ;  they  need  only  Itatc, 
that  as  f(M)n  as  the  rebels  had  adually  taken  the  field  in  force,  and 
commenced  their  operations,  by  feveral  daring  attacks  upon  the 
towns  garrifoned  by  the  King's  troops;  the  Lc»rd  Lieutenant  and 
Council  publilhed  a  proclamation,  bearing  date  the  24Th  of  May, 
announcing,  that  he  had  authorized  the  fummary  punifhment  by 
martial  law  of  all  rebels  found  in  arms,  or  of  pcrrfons  in  any 
wife  aiding  or  allilting  in  the  rebellion;  to  which  feafonable  in- 
tcrpofiiioii  of  the  powers  of  the  Hate,  the   prefcrvation   of  the 

cuxiiUlution 
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conflitution  againft  this  daring  attemjpt  to  fubvert  it  is  not  lefs  to 
be  attributed,  than  to  the  diilinguifhed  fidelity  and  bravery  of  the 
King's  troops,  both  regulars,  militia,  and  yeomanryi 

On  conlid^ration   of  the    whole   of  the  evidence,  your  Com- 
mittee are  of  opinion, 

That  the  rebellion  originated  in  a  fyftem,  framed  not  with  a. 
view  of  obtaining  either  Catholic  emancipation  or  any  reforoi 
compatible  with  the  exiftcnce  of  the  conflitution,  but  for  the* 
purpofe  of  fubverting  the  government,  feparating  Ireland  froun 
Great  Britain,  and  forming  a  democratic  republic,  founded  on 
the  deilruclion  of  all  church  cftablilhmcnt,  the  abolition  of 
ranks,  and  the  confifcation  of  property. 

That  the  means  refortcd  to  for  the  attainment  of  thcfe  dc- 
figns  was  a  fecret  fyllematizcd  combination,  fitted  to  attract  the 
multitude,  by  being  adapted  to  vulgar  prejudices  and  vicious 
paihons,  and  artfully  linked  and  connedted  together  with  a  vieW' 
of  forming  the  maJs  of  the  lower  r^nks  into  a  revolutionary 
force,  ading  in  concert,  and  moving  as  one  body,  at  the  im- 
pulfe  and  under  the  diredion  of  their  leaders. 

That  for  the  farther  accomplifliment  of  their  objeft,  the  lead^. 
ers  of  the  confpiracy  entered  into  a  negotiation,  and  finally  con- 
cluded an  alliance  with  the  French   Directory,  by  which  it   was 
ftipulated,  that  an  adequate  force  fhould  be  fent  for  the  inyafioa 
of  this  country,  as  fubiidiary  to  the  preparations  that  were  mak- 
ing for  a  general  infurrcdlion. 
[         That,  in  purfnance  of  this  dcfign,  meafures  were  adopted  by 
the  chiefs  of  the  coQ^fpi racy,  for  giving  to  their  focieties  a  mili- 
tary foriTi;     ^nd  that,  for  arming  their  adherents,  they  had  re- 
courfe  partly  to  the  fabrication  of  pikes,  and  partly  to  the  plun- 
i     dering  of  the  loyal  inhabitants  of  their  arms. 
»         Thar,  from  the  vigorous   and  fummary  expedients  reforted  to 
[     by  Government,  and  the  confequent  exertions  of  the  military,  the 
[     leaders  found  themfelves  reduced  to  the  alternative  of  immediate 
[     infurredlion,  or  of  being  deprived  of  the  means  on  which  they 
relied  for  effeding  their  purpofe ;  and  that  to  this  caufe  is  cxclu- 
fively  to   be  attributed  that   premature   and  defperate  effort,  the 
rafhnefs  of  which  has  fo  evidently  facilitated  its  fuppreflion. 

That  the  vigilance  of  the  executive  government,  in  detefling 
and  arrefting  many  of  the  principal  confpirators  in  the  very  a6l 
of  concerting  their  plans  of  infurreflion,  the  conviflions  which 
have  enfued,  and  the  ilill  more  complete  developernent  of  the 
treafon  by  the  confcflion  of  fome  of  its-  mofl  aSivc  and  efficient 
Condudlors,  have  not  only  etTentially  contributed  to  the  defeat  of 
|he  rebellion,  but,  by  enabling  the  Committee  to  difclofe  the 
views  4nd  machinations  of  the  confpirators,  may  fuggeft  means 
fprfecuring  the  future  tranquillity  of  the  couiitry. 

Your 
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Yoor  Committee  cannot  conclude  without  obfenrtng,  that,  on 
a  review  of  the  treafon  which  has  employed  their  attention,  they 
trace  a  perfect  coincidence,  in  its  commencement  and  in  its  pro- 
grefs,  its  means  and  its  objefls,  with  that  by  which  tlw  govern- 
mem,  the  religion,  and  the  happincfs  of  France  hare  been  de- 
ffroyed  ;  which  has  extended  its  defolating  influence  over  foineof 
the  mod  profperous  and  flourifhing  countries  of  Europe,  asd  has 
Ihaken  to  its  foundation  the  fabric  of  regular  fociety  throughout 
the  civilized  world.     That  the  leaders  of  the  fyftem,  in  order  to 
adapt  the  minds  of  the  multitude  to  the  purpofes  of  their  treafon, 
haxe,  after  the  example  of  their  Jacobin  allies  in  France,  left  no 
means  unemployed  which  the  mod  malignant  fubtlety  could  fug- 
geft,  for  eradicating  from  amongft  the  working  claflcs,  every  fen- 
fiment  both  of  private  and  public  duty  ;  all  quiet  aiKi  peaceable 
habits,  all  focial  as  well  as  moral  obligations  it  has  been  their  ob- 
jeft  to  deftroy  ;  and  the  more  facred  the  tie,  the  more  induf- 
trioufly  have  they  laboured  to  difToivc  it:  they  have  incited  the  fol- 
dier  to  betray  his  King;  they  have  armed  the  tenant  againft  the 
landlord;  and  they  have  taught  the  ferVant  to  oonfpire  with -the 
aflfaflin  of  his  mader;  blading  the  repofe  and  confidence  of  pri- 
vate life  even   in  its  fanftuary,  and  effacing  every  law  of  truth, 
of  juftice,  of  gratitude,  and  of  religion,    except   where  it  has 
been  podible  to  make  even  religion  iilelf  the  perverted  inftrament 
of  their  execrable  views.     Such  have  been  the  leading  principles 
and  the  iong-laboured  preparatives  foi  that  rebellion  from  which 
your  Committee  truft  this  country  has  been  happily  refcued  ;  and 
they  indulge  a  fanguine  hope,  that  their  prefent  (latement,  au- 
thenticated as  it  is  by  fuch  a  mafs  of  evidence,  will  contribute 
ftill  farther  to  the  complete  re-eftablifhment  of  tranquillity,  by 
throwing  the  fulled  light  on  the  dangers  to  which  the  community 
has   been   expofed,    and   againd    which  it   is  dill  neccflary  to 
guard  *• 


Report  from   the  Committee  of  Secrecy  of  the  Houfe  of  Lords  in 

Ireland, 

Die  Jovisj   30^  Jugujiiy   1798. 

'TpHE  Lord  Chancellor,  from  the  Lords  Committees  appointed 

"■•    to  examine  the  matters  of  the  fealed-up  papers  received  from 

the   Commons  on    the  23d  of  July   lad,  whofe  Lordihips  had 

power  to  fend  for  pcrfons,  papers,  and  records,  and  to  examine 

•  We  have  thought  it  unnecciTary  to  lay  before  our  readers  the  Appen- 
dix to  the  Report,  wtiich  coruains  only  deiails  uf  the  principal  fa^s  dated 
in  the  body  ot  ihc  Report. 

A  all 
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M  fnch  perrons  as  they  might  fummon  before  them  In  the  tnoft 
folemn  manner,  and  to  communicate  from  time  to  time  with 
the  Committee  of  Secrecy  appointed  by  the  Houfe  of  Com« 
made  the  following  Report : 


My  Lords, 

THE  Lords'  Committees  appointed  to  examine  the  matters  of 
the  fealed-iip  papers  received  from  the  Commons  on  the  23d  of 
July  lad,  and  to  report  the  fame  as  they  (hall  appear  to  i!»em  to 
this  Houfe,  have  met  and  examined  into  the  matters  to  them  re- 
ferred, and  direfled  me  10  report  to  your  Lordfliips  as  follows: 

Your  Committee  beg  leave  firll  to  recall  your  Lordfhips'  atten- 
tion to^a  report  made  to  this  Houfe  on  the  7th  of  March  1793,  by 
the  Lords*  Committees,   who  had  been  appointed  to  inquire  into 
the  xxiufes  of  the  diforders  and  diftnrbances  whicfi   prevailed  iu 
this  kingdom  in  the  years  1792  and  1793,  by  which  it  appears^ 
**  That  confiderable  bodies  of  infurgents,    then  diftinguilhed  by 
the  name  of  Defenders,  infefted  the  counties  of  Meath^  Louth^ 
Cavan,  Monaghan,  and  other  adjacent  diftridls,  during  that  pe- 
riod, and  that  the  mcafurcs  which  were  then  purfued  by  them  ap- 
peared to  be  concerted  with  a  degree  of  fyftem  and  regularity 
which  proved  diftindly  tliat  they  were  dircfted  by  men  of  fupc- 
rior  rank,  who  ftimulated  the  lower  orders  of  the  people  to  tu- 
mult and  outrage,  as  leading  to  the  abolition  of  tithes,  hearth 
and  county  taxes,  and  to  the  reduction  of  rents.     That,  during 
that  period,  very  confiderable  fums  of  money  were  levied  upoti 
the  Roman  Catholics  of  this  kingdom,  under  the  authority  of  z 
committee  of  perfons  of  that  perluafion,  who  then  aflumed,  and 
cemed,  in  a  great  degree,  to  fucceed  in  the  government  and  di- 
refiion  of  the  whole  body  of  Irilh  Catholics;  and   that,  out  of 
the  general  fund  thus  created,  proteftion  was  extended  to  perfons 
who  were  criminally  profecuted  for  the  moft  daring  and  flagrant 
crimes.     That,  during  the  fame  period,  an  unufual  ferment  dif- 
tiirbed  feveral   parts  of  the    northern   province,  particularly  the 
town  of  Belfaft  and  the  county  of  Antrim,  kept  up  and  encou- 
raged by  every  artifice   which  turbulence  and  difaffe£lion  could 
fugged,  and  more  particularly  by  the  moft  licentious  abufe  of  the? 
prefs.     That  the  conduct  of  France  was  openly  held  up  as  aa 
example  for  imitation ;  that  hopes  and  expeflations  were  given  ct 
French  afliftance,  by  a  defcent  upon   this  kingdom,    and  that 
prayers  had  been  publicly  offered  up   at   Belfaft,  from  the  pul- 
pit, for  the  fuccefs   of  the  French   armies,  in   the  prefence  of 
military  bodies,  which  had  been  newly  levied  and  arrayed  in  tha( 
town,  without  any  leeal  authority.    That  feveral  other  military 
iflbciations  had,   in  like  manner,  been  entered  into,  in  diflfereot 
pirts  of  the  province  of  Ulfter,  compofed  of  perfons  of  a  very 
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inferior  dercriptlon,  armed  without  aiithorify,  and  difcipTined  by 
officers  of  their  own  eledion.  That  thefc  armed  bodies  were 
daily  increafmg  in  numbers  and  force,  and  had  exerted  their  beft 
endeavours  to  procure  military  men  of  experience  to  command 
them  ;  fome  of  them  having  cxprcfsly  dated,  that  there  were 
men  enough  to  be  had,  but  that  officers  were  what  they  wanted. 
That  arms  and  gunpowder,  to  a  very  large  amount,  much  above 
the  common  conftimption,  had  been  recently  fent  to  Belfaft  and 
Newry,  and  that  orders  had  been  given  for  a  much  greater  quan- 
tity, which  could  be  wanted  only  for  military  operations.  That 
at  Beltart  large  bodies  of  men  in  arms  alfembled  nightly,  by 
candle-light,  to  be  drilled  and  excrcifed,  and  that  repeated  at- 
tempts were  made  to  ftduce  the  foldierv,  which,  much  to  the 
honour  of  the  King's  forces,  had  proved  incfFe£lual.  That  at 
the  fame  period  a  body  of  men  had  been  arrayed  at  Dublin,  un- 
der the  title  of  firlt  battalion  of  national  guards — their  uniform 
copied  from  that  of  the  French  national  guards,  and  marked 
with  emblems  of  difalFcftion.  That  the  declared  obje£l  of  thefc 
military  prtparaiions  was  to  procure  a  reform  of  Parliament; 
but  that  the  plain  and  palpable  intention  was  to  overawe  the 
Parliament  and  executive  government,  and  to  didate  to  both." 

Your  Committee  next  beg  leave  to  recall  your  Lordfliips' at* 
tention  to  a  report  made  to  the  Houfe  on  the  12th  of  May  1797, 
by  the  Lords'  Committees,  appointed  to  examine  the  matters  of 
the  fealcd-up  papers  received  from  the  Commons  on  the  4th  of 
the  fame  month,  by  which  it  appears,  "  That  the  fyftem  of  txca- 
fon  which  had  been  edablifhed  in  the  year  1792  was  then  much 
matured  and  extended  under  the  influence  and  diredion  of  nume- 
rous affiliated  focieties,  railing  thcmfelves  United  Irifhroen,  in 
conjunflion  with  the  alfoeiaicd  body  of  Defenders.  That  a  trai- 
torous corrcfpondencc  and  commimication  between  the  leaders 
and  dircftors  of  the  focieticsof  United  Irifhmen  and  the  Execu- 
tive Direftory  of  the  French  republic  had  been  carried  on  be- 
tween the  month  of  June  179;  and  the  month  of  January  1796, 
and  that  the  means  by  which  it  had  been  carried  on  were  diftinaly 
proved." 

Your  Committee  arc  now  enabled  morcfiilly  and  accurately  to 
ftatc  to  your  Lordfhips  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  treafon  which 
fo  juftly  alarmed  your  Lordffiipsin  1793,  ^^^  which  has  recently 
broken  forth  in  open  rebellion,  having  examined  four  perfons 
who  were  members  of  the  Executive  Dircflory  of  the  liifli  re- 
volutionary Union,  namely,  Arthur  O^Connor,  Efq.  who  was 
Utely  tried  at  MaiJllonc  for  high  treafon,  William  James 
M'Nevin,  doftor  of  phyfic,  I'homas  Addis  Kmmett,  barrifter  at 
law,  and  Oliver  Bond,  late  conviQed  of  treafon,  all  of  whom 
have  acknowledged  themfclvcs  to  have  been  confidential  leaders 

and 
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atid  dircflors  of  the  Irifh  Union,  and  that  their  ohjcft  was,  to 
tfkd  a  revolution  in  this  kingdom,  by  feducing  his  Majefty's 
fubjefls  from  their  allegiance,  under  a  variety  of  fpecious  pre- 
tences, and,  by  introducing  a  French  army  .into  their  country,  to 
aflift  them  in  this  mofl  foul  and  unnatural  projed. 

The  original   conftitution  of  the  traitorous  focietics  of  United 
Irifhmen,  their  gradual  progrefs  to  open  rebellion,  and  the  means 
by  which  they  hoped  to  fuccccd  in  fut)verting  the  exiOing  efta- 
blifliments  in  church  and  ftate,  have  been  fo  fully  detailed  in  for- 
mer  reports  upon  the  fubjcdl  appearing  on  the  Journals,  and  by 
the  report  recently  made  by  the  Secret  Committee  of  the  Houle 
of  Commons,  which  has  been  communicated  to  your  LordfhipSy 
ihat   your  Committee  have  forborn  now  to  enter  fo  minutely  into 
this  difguitiijg  fubjedl,  as  they  might  otherwife  have  cpnfidcred  a 
duty  incumbent  on  them  ;  they  have  therefore  taken  up  the  detail 
of  it  from  that  period  when  the  confpir.icy  was  fo  matured  as  to 
have  for  its  avowed  obje(5t  the  array  and  levy  of  a  regular  military 
force,  in  every  part  of  the  kingdom,  for  the  purpofe  of  aflifttng 
the  French,  if  they  ihould  be  enabled  to  make  a  defccni  upon 
this  country  ;  or,  if  foreign  aififtance  could  not  be  procured,  of 
making  a  general   infurrcftion,  in   the  hope  of  fubvcrting   the 
monarchy  and  ecclefiallical  cftabiifhment,  of  feizing  the  perfons^ 
and  connfcating  the  property  of  his  Majefty*^  loyal  fubjedls,  and 
of    ellabhfliing   a    rcpul>lican   government,    guaranteed    by   the 
power  of  France.     It   appears  to  your  Committee,  that  the  or- 
gafii/.ation,  as  it  is  called,  by  which  the  Dircdlory  of  the  Irifll 
Union  uas  enabled  to  levy  a  revolutionary  army,  was  completed 
in  the  p:ovince  of  Ull!cr  on  the  loth   of  May  1795.     That  the 
fchcinc  of  cxternlin:;  it  to  the  other  provinces  was  adopted  at  an 
early  period  hy   the   Iri'h   Uiredlory;  but   it   does  not  appear  to 
your   C«>mmittcc  that    it   made  any  conliderablc  progrefs  beyond 
the  northern  provircc,  before  the  autumn  of  1796,  when  cmif- 
farics  were   knt   i?ro  the  province  of  Leinller  to  propagate  the 
fvltcm.      It  appeared  dilfinC:rly  to  your  Committee,  that  the  ffale 
pretexts    of    parliamentary   reform    and    Catholic   emancipation 
were  found   inei^eclual   for  the   fedudlion   of  the   people    of  that 
province,  and  therefore  the  emitrarics  of  treafon,  who  had  under- 
taken it,  in  order  to  prev:»il   with  them  to  adopt  the  fyftem  of  or* 
garization,  fir[t    repreCenttd,  that  it   was  ncceflary  in  their  own 
defence,  as  their  I'roteftant   fellow- fubjedls   had  entered  into  a 
folcmn   league   and   covenant   to  dcftroy  them,  having  fworn  to 
^ade  up  to  their  knrvs  in   Popiih  blood. 

The  people  were  next  taught  to  believe  that  their  organizatiofi 
^ould  lead  to  the  abolition  of  tithes,  and  to  a  diftribution  of 
property,  inafmuch  as  they  would  become  members  of  a  demo- 
cracy which  would  govern  the  country  ;  and  under  the  mfluence 
^^  thtfc  ialfe,  wicked,  and  artful  fuggeftiont,  the  fyftcfti  of  of. 

3  D  a  ganizatioi 
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ganization,  appears  to  have  been  gradually  extended  by  the  emifla- 
lies  of  the  Irilh  Directory  into  the  provinces  of  Leiniter,  Miin- 
(ler,  and  Connaiight.     The  better  to  impofc  on  the  people,  the 
fyilem  was  firlt  rcprcfentcd  to  be  purely  for  civil  or  political  pur- 
pofes.     The  inferior  focieties,  at  their  original  inditiition,  con- 
filled  each  of  tiiirty-lix   members;    they  wen*,  however,  after** 
wards  reduced  to  twelve:  thefe  twelve  chofc  a  ftcrctary  and  tica- 
fuier,  and  tl.c  fccrctaries  of  live  of  thefe  fovMctics  formed  what 
was  called  a  lower  baronial  committee,  which  had  the  immediate 
dirc£tioii  and  fuperintcndance  of  the  hve  focjcties  who  thus  con- 
tributed 1 1)  is  inftituiion.     irom  each  lower  baronial  committee 
thus  conllicufirtJ,  one  n.enibcr  was  ddeguted  to  an  upper  baronial 
committee,     vkhich  i:i   like  manner  alVumcd  and    excrcifcd  the 
fupcrintenJance  anJ  dircdion  of  all  the  lower  baroni:il  commit- 
tees in  ihc  fevcral  counlicj;.     The  next  fupcrior  committees  were, 
in  populous  towns;,  dilHngiiifhed   by    the  name  of  diflrict  com- 
rniJiets,  and  in  cuunutb  by  the  name  of  county  committees,  and 
were  con.pi^fvd  ot   members  delegated    by   the  upper    baronials. 
E^ch  upper  bjionia!  committee  delegated  one  of  its  members  to 
the  diftridl  or   coun'y  committee,  and  thefe  diftrid  or   county 
committees  had  the  fiipcrintcndance  and  dirc6lion  of  all  the  upper 
baionials,  who  contributed  to  tiieir  inftituiion.     Having  thus  or- 
ganized the  fevcral  counties  and   populous  towns,  a  fubordinate 
diredory  was  ereftcd  in  each  of  the  four  provinces,  ciimpofed  of 
two  members,  or  three,  according  to  the  extent  and  population 
of  the  dillrifts  which  they  reprefented,  who  were  delegated  to  a 
proviricial  committee,  which  had  the  immediate  dire<Elion  and  fu- 
peiintendance  of  the   fcveral  county  and  di(hi£l  committees  in 
each  of  the  four  provinces;  and  a  general   executive   diredoryi 
compofed  of  five  perfons,  was  elcfted  by  the  provincial  direfio- 
ries,  but  the  cledlion  was  fo  managed  that  none  but  the  fccrcta- 
ries  of  the  provincials  knew  on  wlium  the  eledion  fell.     It  wai 
made  by  ballot,  but  not  reported  to  the  clctStors;  the  appoint- 
ment   was  notified   only  to   thofe   on  whom   the    cle£lion  de- 
volved :  and  the  Executive  Directory  thus  compofed,  aflumed  and 
excrcifed  the  fupremc  and  uncontrolled  command  of  the  whole 
body  of  the  Union. 

The  manner  of  communicating  the  orders  iflued  by  the  Exe* 
cutive  Directory  was  peculiarly  calculated  to  baffle  deteAion. 
One  member  of  the  Executive  alone  commimicated  with  ooe 
member  of  each  provincial  committee  or  dire^ory.  The  order 
was  tranfmitted  by  him  to  the  fecretary  of  e^ch  county  or  diftrlA 
committee  in  his  province.  The  fecretaries  of  the  county  and 
diftri£t  committees  communicated  with  the  fecretaries  of  the  up- 
per baronials  in  each  county  ;  they  communicated  with  the  fecre- 
taries of  the  lower  baronial  committees,  who  gave  the  order  ta 
ihc  fecretaries  of  each  fubordinate  committee^  by  whom  it  was 

given 


(  389  ) 

glTcn  to  the  fevcral  inferior  members  of  the  Union.  It  ap- 
pears to  your  Committee,  that  the  leaders  and  direfiors  of  this 
confpiracy  having  completed  this  their  revolutionai^  fyftem  in  the 
province  of  Ulitcr,  fo  early  as  the  loth  of  May  1795 ;  and  hav- 
ing made  conliderablc  progrcis  in  eftabliihing  it  in  the  autunao 
and  \%  inter  of  1796,  in  the  province  of  Leinfler,  proceeded  at 
that  period  to  corvtrr  it  into  a  military  ihape  and  form,  fur  the 
undifguifed  piojecl  of  rebellion;  anil  this  project  has  been  dif- 
tincUy  and  uncq«ii vocally  acknowlcdiTed  by  the  aforefaid  Arthur 
0*Cormor,  William  Jamts  M*Ncvm,  Thomas  Addis  Emmettj^ 
and  Oliver  Bond,  who  have  confelfcd  themfelves  to  have  been 
leading  and  ad  ve  memhcrs  ot  this  confpiracy»  as  will  appear 
more  diiUnflly  to  your  Lordfhips  from  the  confeflions  which 
they  have  made  before  your  CommitccC|  annexed  by  way  of 
appendix  to  this  Report. 

From  the  confcflions  of  thefe  pcrfons  it  appears  to  your  Com- 
mittee,  that  the  military  organization,  as  they  termed  it,  was 
grafted  on  the  civil.  1  hat  the  fecretary  of  each  fubordinate  fo- 
cicty,  compofed  of  twelve,  was  appointed  their  petty  or  noa*^' 
commidioned  ofEcer ;  that  the  delegate  of  five  focicties  to  a 
lower  baronial  committee  was  commonly  appointed  captain  of  a 
company,  compofed  of  the  five  iocieties  who  had  fo  delegated 
him,  and  who  made  up  the  number  of  fixty  privates ;  and  that 
the  delegate  of  ten  lower  barooials  to  the  upper  or  diftridl  com- 
mittee was  commonly  appointed  colonel  of  a  battalion,  which 
was  thus  compofed  of  fix  hundred  men :  that  the  colonels  of 
battalions  in  each  county  font  in  the  namos  of  three  perfons  to 
the  Executive  DirctSlory  ot  the  Union,  one  of  whom  was  ap- 
pointed hy  thciii  adjiitant -general  of  the  county,  whofe  duty  it 
was  to  receive  and  communicate  military  orders  from  the  Execu- 
tive to  the  colonels  of  battalions,  aiui  in  general  to  a£t  as  otliccr^ 
of  the  revoluti  >narv  (latf  Ii  addition  to  this  elUbliOiment,  it 
appears  that  amili.iiy  committee  was  appointed  by  the  Executive 
I^irccto.y  to  piepare  a  regular  plsn  for  afftlUng  a  French  army, 
if  any  fuw  h  liiiju'd  make  a  landing  in  this  king  iom,  hv  dire^tting 
the  n^iioful  iniiitary  torcc,  as  it  was  called,  to  co-f)perate  with 
them;  itv  to  torm  a  reL;ular  plan  of  infurrectioii  m  c.ile  it  (hould 
be  ordered,  without  waiting  for  French  ailiiianre  ;  and  it  ap- 
nea r>  to  yo;:r  Committee,  that  a  regular  and  digelled  pkm  of 
jnfurrectlon  was  ac^.ually  formed  and  reduced  to  writing,  in 
Aj^r;!  1797,  which  wijsgiwn  up  for  that  time  only,  from  the  re- 
prefcnta:ioi.s  ot  tlie  Executive  Diredlory  of  the  Union,  that 
Ipcciiy  and  efFcdtual  alliitance  was  promifed  from  France.  For 
|hc  p'jrpofc  of  arming  this  hody,  ordiirs  were  given  by  the  Irifh 
Dirci^toiy,  tiiai  every  member  of  the  Union  who  had  the  means 
fliould  provide  hiiiifclf  with  fire-arms  and  ammunition  \  and 
fbat  fuiih  pcrfons^  whofe  means  would  not  afford  any  other  wea- 
pons, 
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pons,  fhoiild  provide  thcmfclvcs  with  pikes — which  order  ap- 
ptajed  to  your  Committee  to  have  been  executed  in  a  very  great 
extent  throuj^hoiit  the  provinces  of  Ulltcr,  Lcinfter,  and  Mun- 
rter  : — in  the  province  ot  Connaught  the  cmilTarics  of  the  Union 
fccm  not  to  havr:  bcin  enabled  to  proceed  farther  in  their  fyftcm 
of  treafon  than  by  adminifkring  oaths  to  ihe  people;  their  fur- 
ther progrefs  fcciiis  to  have  been  obltrudud  by  the  vigorous  exer- 
tions of  the  executive  government,  when  rebellion  broke  forth 
in  2c\s  of  open  hoflility.  It  appears  to  your  Committee,  that 
the  Dircdloiy  of  the  Union  havin::  thus  cftablilhed  a  revolution- 
ary  government  in  themfelvcs  over  a  great  bi>dy  of  the  people, 
ilfucd  an  order  fcubiddiiig  ihc  ui'e  of  any  article  ot  confumption 
liable  to  tliC  excife  duiics,  which  order  was  ftated  to  y«»nr  Com- 
mittee by  the  aftrrefaid  perfons,  who  had  been  members  of  the 
republican  Dir<'<ih>ry,  to  have  been  generally  and  implicitly 
obeyed. — And  it  lurtl.er  appeared  to  your  Committee,  from  the 
tcftimony  of  the  fume  pernns,  or  fon.e  of  them,  that  an  order 
liad  been  alfo  ilfued  by  the  fame  Directory  to  Itop  the  currency  of 
banknotes,  and  to  forbid  the  purchafe  of  (jnit  rents  payable  to 
the  Crown,  whicli,  by  an  a(^  of  this  feffion,  have  been  vefted  in 
the  Lords  Commilhoneis  of  the  IVeafurv,  to  be  fold  for  the  fcr- 
\ice  of  the  current  year,  with  a  threat  on  the  part  of  the  Direc- 
tory, that  fuch  a  Lie  woiiM  be  diT.l lowed  at  the  approaching 
revolution,  as  an  anticipation  of  its  refources. 

Your  Committee  having  thus  dttiiilcd  the  fyftem  of  treafon  and 
rebellion  eilabliilied  within  this  kii^udom,  which  has  been  fo  ac- 
know  led" ed  by  fome  of  the  riioil  aclivc  and  confidLntial  members 
of  the  Inlh  revohrionary  Uireclory,  will  now  proceed  to  open 
to  your  Lordlhips  their  da;k  and  defperaic  dcfijLns,  which  have 
been  contelfed  by  them,  of  betraying  their  country  to  a  rapacious 
and  mercilefs  foiei^n  t  iim^y 

It  appears  to  vi-ur  C<  ninittce,  that  early  in  the  year  1796  a 
propofition  was  n.atie  fr.»m  ihe  I'ACCuUve  Direflory  of  the  French 
republic,  by  1  heohald  \V'  Ife  Tone,  late  a  barrifter  of  this  coun- 
try, wlu)  abfcondcd  IIkmiIv  alter  the  conviflion  of  a  man  of  the 
nau-'C  of  Jack  full,  f«^r  trcaf^i,  in  th.:  year  1794,  to  the  Executive 
Direelorv  of  the  liiih  I  nion,  ti.at  a  French  armv  Ihould  be  fent 
to  Ireland  to  alfiii  the  rcpnbiicans  of  il'.is  country  in  fubverting 
the  monarelyv,  ut'.d  fejir.rating  Irchiid  from  the  Brltifh  Crown* 
The  aforcfiiil  McilVs.  Aril.iir  0*C(jnnor,  Thomas  Addis  Em- 
mctt,  Willi  im  ^^Nc■«in,  :-ud  Oliver  R-ind,  all  of  whom  have 
been  members  (>f  the  Irilii  re'^M.-bltcnn  Dircftory,  have  depofcd 
to  vour  Com!nittee,  \\\Ai  this  was  the  tirft  communication  within 
tlicir  knowled\a-  whlclj  tof)k  place  between  the  IrilTiand  the  French 
Dircftorics,  ard  i!j:it  the  proposition  originally  tnoved  from 
Fr:.nce  ;  ynin  Coinniiitee,  however,  are  of  opinioHi  that  the 
commiinicLiuon  thus  made  to  the  Iiifn  Dire&ory  through  Mr. 
4  Tont 
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Tone  muft  have  taken  place  in  confcquence  of  an  application  origin- 
;Utng  with  fome  members  of  the  Iriih  Union,  inafmuch  us  it  appears 
by  the  Report  of  the  Secret  Commitice  of  this  Houfe,  made  in  the  iaii 
felTion  of  Parliament,  that  a  mcllcngcr  had  been  diipatched  by  the  fo- 
ciety  of  United  Iiifhmen  to  ihc  Lxccutive  DirccUiry  of  the  French 
republic,  upon  a  treafonable  miifion,  between  the  month  of  June 
1795  and  the  month  of  January  1796,  at  which  time  the  meirea- 
gcr   fo  fent  had  returned  to  Ireland  ;  and  your  Committee  have 
ilrong  rcafon  to  believe  that  Edward  Jt»hn  Lewins,  who  now  is 
and  has  been  tor  a  confidcrablc  time  the  accredited  rcfiJcnt  ambat- 
fador  of  the  Irilh   rebellious  Union  to  the  French  republic,  was 
the  perfon  thus  difpaiched  in  the  fummer  of  1/95.     It  appears 
to  your  Committee,  that  the  propofiiion  fo  made  by  the  French 
Direcloxy,  of  alliftance  to  the  rebels  of  tl.is  kingdom,  was  taken 
into  coniideraiion  by  the  Executive  Directory  of  the  Irilh  Union 
immediately  after  it  was  communicated  to  ihcm  ;  that  they  did 
agree  to  accept  the  profFcied  alfillance,  and  that  their  detei  mi  na- 
tion was  made  known  to  the  DiretSlory  of  the  French  republic  by 
a  fpccial  medenger ;  and  your  Committee  have  Urong  reafon  to 
believe,  that  the  invalion  of  this  kingdom,  which  was  afterwards 
attempted,  was  fully  arranged  at  an  interview  which  took  place 
in  Switzerland  in  the  fummer  of  1796,  near  the  French  frontier^ 
between    Lord    Edward    Fitzgerald,    the  aforcfaid    Mr.   Arthur 
O'Coimor,  and  General  Hoche.     It  appears  to  your  Committeef 
that   in   the  month  of  Odtober  or  November   1796,  the  hoftile 
armament  which  foon  after  appeared   in   Bantry  Bay,  was  an* 
nounced  to  the  Iriih  Dircclory  by  a  fpccial  mcflengcr  difpatchcd. 
from  France,  who  was  alfo  inftru£lcd  to  inquire  into  the  ftatc  of 
preparation   in  which  this  country  (lood,  which   army  was  then 
fiated  to  the  Irilh  Directc^ry  to  confiU  of  fifteen  thoufand  troops, 
together  with  a  confidcrable  quantity  of  arms  and  ammt:nition  ija- 
fended  for  the  ufc  of  the  Iriih  republican  Union  :  in  a  few  days 
after  the  departure  of  the  mellbnger  who  had  been  thus  fent  to 
announce  the  fpeedy  arrival  of  this  armament  on  the  coafts  of  this 
kingdom,     it   appears   to   your   Committee,    that  a   letter  from 
France  was  received  by  the  Irilh  Directory,  which  was  confldcred 
by   them  as  authentic,  Hating,  that  the  projec^lcd  defccnt    was 
poftponcd  for  fome  months  ;  and  to  this  circumilancc  it  has  been 
fairly  acknowledged  to   your  Committee,    by   oix   of  the   Iiilh 
Diredory,  that  this  country  was  indebted  for  the  good  condudl  of 
the  people  in  the  province  of  Munfler,  when  the  eneniy  appeared 
in  Bantry  Bay.     He  has  confelTed  that  thcfe  contradicloiy  com- 
munications threw  the  Irifh  Direclrr)  off  their  guard,  in  confe- 
<||]ence  of  which  they  omitted  to  prepare  the  people  for  the  recep- 
tion of  the  enemy.     I^Ic  has  coiifelFed  that  the  people  were  loyal, 
^aufe  they  were  left  to  themfelvcs.     It  appears  to  your  Coot^ 
initteej^  that  after  the  attempt  to  invade  this  kingdom  io  Dec     i« 
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bcr  1796  had  failed,  the  trirti  Dircftory  renewed  their  foliciu* 
tions  to  France  for  afii-lancjr,  and  ii  was  di  lermined  by  ihein  to 
cft;ibl'fh  a  reg'  ir  r  communication  and  conefjiondcncc  with  the 
Dir- clory  of    trance,  by  a   refident  acc;cdited  Iri(h  minifter  at 
Parib; — accordingly  it  appears  'o  ytmr  Committee,  that  in  April 
1797,  Edward  John  Lewii.:^  of  ihis  city,  attorney  at  law,  was 
difpatched  from  bcnce,  v.^.  .  t  the  ailiimed  name  of  Thompfon,  to 
u6k  as  the  ininiftcr  o^  t'-'    hilh   republican  Direftory  at  Paris. 
Thai  he  went  by  vv::y  cA   llar.ibiiri^h,  M'hcrc  he  obtained  a  letter 
of  cnciirnct:  from  :I-.u  French  miniltcr  to  General  Hoche,  with 
whom  he  had  a  con  urcncc  al  Fra  nek  fort,  from  whence  he  pro- 
ceeded to  Paris,  where  he  has  continued  to  refide  from  that  time, 
as  tlve  minirtcr  of  the  Executive    Diredlory  of  the  republic  of 
Ireland.     It  appears  to  your  Committee,  that  in  June   1797,  a 
fecond  meffen^er,  Doftor  William   James   M'Nevin,  was  dif- 
patchtd  by  the  fame  DirtSory  to  Paris,  with  more  prccife  in- 
itrudions  than  they  were  enabled  to  give  to  Lcwins,  slnd  that 
M^Ncvin  alfo  took  Hamburgh  in  hi§  way,  where  finding  fomc 
difficulty   Tn  obtaining  a  palfport    from   Rheynhart  the   French 
mi n liter  to  enable  him  to  go  to  Paris,  he  prefcntcd  a  memoir  in 
writing  to  that  miniftcr,  containing  the  fubflance  of  his  inftruc- 
tions  from  his  employers,  to  be  tranfmited  to  the  Dircftory  of 
the  French  republic.     M*Nevin  has  ftatcd  to  your  Committee  the 
principal  points  of  this  memoir,  in  which  it  was  recommended 
particularly  to  the   Dircftory  of  the  French  republic,  on  their 
next  attack  upon  this  kingdom,   rather  to  make  a  landing  st 
Oyderhaven  than  at  Bantry,  as  the  redu(51ion  of  the  city  of  Cork 
would  be  thereby  confidcrably  facilitated — and  he  has  Rated,  that 
It  alfo  contained  every  fpecics  of  information  which  occurred  to 
the   Irilh   Dirc£lory  as  ufcful  to  the  enemy  in  their  projeAed 
invafion  of  this  kingdom,  the  particulars  of  which  your  Coffl* 
mittee  forbear  further  to  detail,  as  they  have  annexed  the  faid 
M*Nevin's  confeflion  made  to  ihem  by  way  of  appendix  tothif 
Report.     It  appears  to  your  Committee,  that  the  faid  M'Ncfin 
having  obtained  a  paffport  from  the  French  minifter  at  Ham- 
burgh, foon  after  the  delivery  of  his  memoir  to  him,  proceeded 
dirc£lly  to  Paris,  where  l;c  had  fevcral  conferences  with  fomcrf 
the  minifters  of  the  French  republic,  in  which  he  prelfcd  ftrongi/ 
upon   them  the   advantages  r,x  a    fecond  armament  againfl  this 
kingdom,  in  \vhich  an  additional  fupply  of  arms  was  reprefented 
as  necefl'ary,  from  the  fuzurc  which  had  been  made,  by  order  of 
Government,  of  arms  which  had  been  collefled  for  rebellion  in 
the  northern    province  ;  and  the  cxpenfes  of  this  armament,  al 
well  as  of  ijuit  which  lud  already  failed,  he  undertook,  forth* 
Irifh   Dircdory,    fliould  he   defrayed  on  the  cftabjifhment  of  • 
republic  in   Ireland:  and  in  thcfc  conferences  it  appears  to  yo«f 
Committee,    that   it  was?   llrongly  impreflcd  upon   the  French 
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DlrCiSlory  to  make  the  reparation  of  Ireland  from  the  kingdom  of 
Great  Britain  an  indifpenfableconditlonofany  treaty  of  peace  which 
might  be  concluded  in  confequence  of  the  negotiation  which  then 
depended  at  Lifle.    The  better  to  imprefs  his  arguments,  a  fecond 
written  memoir  was  prefcntcd  by  the  faid  M'Nevin,  enforcing 
as  ftrongly  as  he  could  every  thing  which  he  had   theretofore 
urged  to  encourage  the  invafion  of  this  kingdom  by  a  French- 
force,  and  to  induce  the  Direftory  of  the  French  republic  to* 
continue  the  war  with  Great  Britain,  until   Ireland  fhould  be 
feparated  from  the  Britifli  Crown  :  and  it  appears  to  your  Com- 
mittee, that  M'Nevin  was  further  inftrufled  to  negotiate  a  loan 
of  half  a  million  in   France  or  Spain  for  the  Iri(h  Direflory,  on 
the  fecurity  of  the  revolution  which  they  meditated,  but  that  in 
this  objeft  of  his  mifllon    he   failed  altogether.     It  appears  to 
your  Committee  that  immediately  after  the  negotiation  at  Lifle 
was  broken  off,  information  of  it  was  fent  from  France  to  the 
Irifli   Dlreflory,   with  aflurances  that  the   French   government 
would  never  abandon  the  caufe  of  the  Iiifh  Union,  nor  make 
peace  with  Great  Britain,  until  the  feparation  of  Ireland  from 
the  Britilh  Crown  was  effeScd ;  and  with  frefli  aflurances  of  a 
fpeedy  invafion,  which  have  frequently  been  renewed  fince  that 
period.     It  appears  to  your  Committee  that  the  faid  M*Nevin 
returned  to  this  kingdom  in  Oflober   1797,  whea  he  made  his 
report  to  the  Irifli  Dire£lory  of  the  refult  of  his  miflion,  and 
that  they  might  rely  with  confidence  on  the  promifed  fiiccours 
firom  France ;  and  it  has  alfo  appeared  to  your  Committee  that 
in  July  or  Aijguft  1797,  the  Irifli  Directory  received  a  difpatch 
ftom  their  mmifler  at  Paris,  announcing  the  Dutch  armament  in 
the  Texel  intended  againfl  this  kingdom,  which  was  baffled  and 
fjfcomfited  by  the  ever  memorable  and  perfevering  valour  of  the 
Britifli  fleet  commanded  by  Lord   Duncan,     It  appears  to  your 
Committee  that  three  fevcral  difpatches  have  been  received  by  the 
Irifli  Direflory  from  their  miniftcr  at  Paris  fince  Oflober  1797  ; 
tbctwo  firft  contained  a  renewal  generally  of  the  former  aifur- 
>Occ$  of  fricndftiip  and  fupport  given  by  the  Dircftory  of  the 
'tench  republic ;  the  laft  announced  that  the  projcSed  invafion 
rf  Ireland  would  be  made  in  the  month  of  April  1708.     And  it 
appears  to  your  Committee  that  a  difpatch  for  the  Direflory  of 
wc  French  republic,  earneftly  prefling  for  the  promifed  fuccours, 
)^  made  up  by  the  Irifli  Diredlory,  late  in  December  1797,  orearly 
W  January  1798,  which  one  of  them  undertook  to  have  conveyed  to 
'ranee;  but  that  the  attempt  failed.  It  has  been  ftatedtoyourCom- 
'tittce  by  one  of  the  rebel  Directory  of  Ireland  who  was  privy 
to  this  zCt  of  treafon,  that  the  difpatch  was  not  to  be  fent  through 
Great  Britain;  but  he  did  not  explain  to  your  Committee  any 
Rafon  on  which  this  aflcrtion  was  founded^  nor  any  other-  rou 
Vol.  VII.  3E 
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by  which  the  mcflcnger  was  to  make  his  way  to  France.  The- 
icveral  perfons  aforefaid  who  have  fo  confeffcd  themfelves  to  have 
bten  members  of  the  Executive  revolutionaiy  Direflory  of  the 
Irirti  rebels,  anil  acknowledged  their  traitorous  corrcfpondcncc 
and  connexion  with  the  Dircftory  of  the  French  republic,  have 
endL'avoured  to  palii:ite  this  branch  of  their  treafon  by  afcribing  it, 
firft  to  their  dif;»pprobation  of  an  aft  of  Parliament  paiTed  in  the 
year  1796  to  prevent  infurredtion,  next  to  their  difappointment 
in  obtaining  a  parliamentary  reform,  and  laflly  by  reprefenting 
their  di (inclination  to  ncgoiiatc  with  France  for  a  greater  force 
than  might  enable  them  to  fubvert  the  monarchy,  and  retain  the 
government  of  this  country  in  their  own  hands. 

The  falfehood  and  abfurdity  of  thefe  pretences  are  fo  manifeft, 
that  your  Committee  would  have  thought  it  unbecoming  to  advert 
to  them  in  their  Report,  if  thcfe  avowed  traitors  to  their  King  and 
country  had  not  in  part  learned  thus  to  palliate  their  treafon  from 
perfons  of  a  very  different  dcfcription  in  Great  Britain  and  Ire- 
land, who,  fatally  for  the  peace  of  this  kingdom  and  the  fecurity 
of  the  Britilh  empire,  have  during  the  progrefs  of  this  mod  foul 
and  unnatural  rebellion,  from  utter  ignorance  and  mifmformation 
on  the  fuhjeft,  as  your  Committee  mud  prefume,  publicly  and 
repeatedly  palliated,  if  not  juftified,  that  fydem  of  treafon  which 
had  well  nigh  involved  this  once  happy  and  flourifhing  kingdom 
in  all  the  miferies  of  the  French  revolution.  With  rcfpe£k  to 
the  Infurrcflion  A£t,  your  Committee  have  only  to  obferve,  that  it 
paifcd  into  a  law  on  the  24th  of  March  1796,  and  was  net  put 
into  execution  before  the  14th  of  November  1796,  on  which  day 
the  nr(t  proclamation  which  ilTued  under  the  provifions  of  it 
bears  date,  and  that  the  intruduflion  of  it  into  the  Hoafe  of  Com* 
mons  was  long  fubfcquent  to  the  period  when  it  appears  that  the 
connexion  and  corrcfpondtnce  of  the  Irifti  Union  with  the  Direc- 
tory of  the  French  republic  fird  commenced ;  and  that  it  was 
cnacled  in  ccnfequcnce  of  a  fyflem  of  midnight  murder,  robberVy 
and  outrage,  which  began  in  1792,  and  was  fo  matured  in  17961 
under  the  influence  and  dir€(!^)ion  of  the  Irifh  Union,  as  nearly 
to  depopulate  a  very  confiderable  didridl  in  two  of  the  provinces, 
of  every  loyal  and  peaceable  inhabitant  of  it.  With  refpeA  to 
parlia<iientary  reform,  your  Committee  have  to  obferve,  that  it 
iN'as  didindtly  acknowledged  by  the  perfons,  who,  in  their  own 
phrafe,  have  taken  upon  them  to  think  for  the  people,  that  no 
reform  of  Parliament  will  faiisfy  them  which  does  not  neccf- 
farily  involve  in  it  the  fubverfion  of  all  ecclefiaftical  eftablifh- 
mcnts  Protcdant  and  Popifh,  and  the  gradual  feparation  of  this 
kingdom  from  the  Briiifh  Crown;  and  that  no  plan  of  reform 
will  faiisfy  them  fhort  of  an  Houfe  of  Commons  purely  democra- 
tic. It  was  further  alleged  by  the  feveral  perfons  who  fo  acknow- 
ledged 
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tedged  tfieir  (riiitorous  connexion  with  France,  that  the  immtf'^ 
diate  caufe  of  their  cftabliihing  a  refldent  agent  at  Paris,  was  tht 
rejedion  of  a  plan  of  reform  which  was  propofed  in  1797  ^^  ^^^ 
Houfe  of  Comnnons,  which  plan  they  faid  would  have  fatisfitjl 
the  people.  But  the  pah>able  falfehood  of  this  aflfertion  appears 
by  the  Journals  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons ;  for  theft  perfoos 
have  all  confefled  that  their  refident  agent  was  difpatched  by  them 
to  Paris  in  April  I797t  with  inftrudltons  to  negotiate  a  treaty 
with  the  Diredory  of  France ;  and  the  prdpofition  for  parlia* 
tnentary  reform,  to  the  rejedlion  of  which  they  pretend  to  afcribv 
the  mtfflon  of  Lewins,  was  not  made  till  the  15th  of  May  1797* 
As  to  Catholic  emancipation  (as  it  is  called),  it  was  admitted  by 
them  all  to  have  been  a  mere  pretence  from  the  firft  eftablifhment 
of  the  Iriih  Union,  and  that  if  they  had  been  enabled  to  fucceed 
in  their  plan  of  reform  and  revolution,  it  would  have  involved  ill 
it  equally  the  dedruAion  of  the  Protellant  and  Popifh  religion-^ 
the  faid  M^Nevin  having  diflinflly  acknowledged  that  the  inten«> 
tion  was  to  abolifh  all  church  eftabli(hment)  and  not  to  have  any 
eftablifhed  religion,  and  that,  for  his  own  part,  he  would  as  foon 
eftablilh  the  Muhometan  as  the  Popifh  religion^  though  he  wai 
himfelf  a  Roman  Catholic, 

With  refpeA  to  their  dinncllnation  to  negotiate  for  a  French 
force  to  bcfent  into  this  kingdom  of  ftifficient  nuignifude  to  con* 
quer  it — the  idea  of  fetting  bounds  to  the  ai]nbition  and  rapacity  df 
that  power,  if  once  enabled  to  eOablifh  itfelf  here,  is  too  abfuid  X6 
dcfcrve  any  notice ;  but  it  appears  to  your  Committee,  that  th* 
Dircflory  of  France  have  therefore  declined  to  fend  any  force  to 
this  country  which  will  not  enable  them  to  dictate  fuch  terms  to  it 
as  they  may  think  fit,  althciugh  it  appears  to  have  been  urged  to 
them,  on  the  part  of  the  Irifh  rebels,  particularly  by  Lord  Ed* 
ward  Fitzgerald,  that  the  beft  expedient  for  accom|»li(hing  a  re- 
volution here  would  be,  to  difpatch  fad- failing  frigates  to  the  coaft 
with  fmall  bodies  of  troops,  and  confiderable  fupplics  of  arms  and 
military  Itores,  together  with  officers  qualified  to  difciplinc  the 
Irifti  pcafantry;  but  from  a  letter  fuppofed  to  be  written  from 
Paris  by  Lcwins,  the  Irifh  agent,  to  the  faid  Lord  Edward  Fiti- 
gcrald,  which  he  read,  fliortly  before  his  arrcft,  to  John  Cor- 
mick,  a  colonel  in  the  rebel  army  of  Dublin,  it  appears  that  the 
Directory  of  France  difapproved  of  any  fuch  plan  of  carrying 
their  object — the  terms  of  the  letter  are:  •*  The  truftees  have 
rcfufcd  to  advance  the  5000/.  on  the  fecurity;  thf:y  will  not  make 
any  partial  advance  till  they  have  the  whole  Turn  ready." 

Upon  a  review  of  this  fubjcdl,  of  the  evidence  which  has  beali 
collected,  and  of  ail  thofc  fadls  of  notoriety  which  have  taken  place 
in  this  kingdom  for  the  lart  eight  years,  your  Committee  feci 
thcmfcKcs  fully  warranted  to  Rare,  that  there  has  beeA,  during 
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the  vrliole  of  that  period,  a  feditious  and  treafonable  fSiSion  ii 
this  country,  whofc  obje£l  has  been  to  fubvert  the  conftitutioB 
in  church  and  ftate,  and  to  feparate  Ireland  from  the  Britiih 
Crown,  by  inculcating  the  principles,  and  adopting  the  means 
ivhich  were  fuccefsfully  employed  to  abolifh  the  religioni  cxtir* 
pate  the  nobility,  and  fubvert  the  monarchy  of  France. 

Your  Committee  here  allude  to  the  addrcfles  which  were  for- 
warded at  an  early  period,  from  this  faAion  to  the  French  Na* 
tional  Allcmbly,  to  their  commemorations  of  French  fe(li\'als, 
particularly  the  14th  of  July,  to  their  attempts  made  to  pervert 
the  loyal  inditution  of  volunteers  to  the  purpofes  of  rebellion,  by 
reviving  it  on  the  fy(lem  of  the  French  national  guards ;  to  (he 
inlUtution  of  the  original  focieties  of  United  Irlfhmen,  their 
various  feditious  and  treafonable  publications  in  favour  of  the 
French  and  republican  fyllem,  vilifying  and  degrading  the 
Government  and  Parliament  of  their  own  country,  particularly 
by  rcprefcnting  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  as  it  is  conftituted,  not 
to  be  a  legitimate  branch  of  the  Legillature ;  that  it  was  in  its 
OLiginal  formation  a  violation  of  the  rights  of  the  people,  and 
has  continued  to  be  an  ufurpation  on  them  ;  to  their  perfevering 
induRry  in  iifuing  and  circulating  thefe  and  all  other  publications 
at  the  cheapefl  rate  amongd  the  lower  orders  of  the  people,  which 
could  alienate  their  minds  from  the  duty  of  allegiance,  and  incul- 
cate the  principles  of  infubordination,  revolt,  and  irreligion;  and 
to  their  attempts,  in  imitation  of  the  French  revolutionifls,  to  forin 
a  national  convention.         '  • 

Your  Coramrilee  further  allude  to  the  fyftcm  of  organization 
which  they  have  already  detailed,  which  appears  to  thcin  to  have 
been  formed  by  this  faflion  when  their  open  attempts  to  fubvert  the 
conftitution  were  fruftrated  by  the  Convention  Aft  ;  and  to  the 
fccret  obligations  which  they  impofed  upon  their  ailociates^  to  elude 
deteftion  and  puniftimcnt. 

Your  Committee  farther  allude  to  the  mcafures  which  werepur- 
fucd  b)-  the  fame  faclion  to  intimidate  therefident  gentlemen  or  the 
coimtrv  bv  midniLht  attacks,  in  order  to  drive  them  from  their 
houfes,  or  to  enforce  their  connivance  or  fupport — a  courfe  which 
your  Coinmittee  underftand  was  purfued  with  fatal  fuccefs  in 
France ;  and  to  the  impudent  falfehoods  and  calumnies  propagated 
with  fmiilar  induihy  by  the  fame  fadion,  and  by  their  partifans, 
reprcfenting  the  means  to  which  the  Government  and  Parliament 
were  compelled  to  refort,  for  the  fuppreflion  of  midnight  robbery 
and  murder,  and  tor  the  difcomBture  of  rebellion,  as  the  fource  oif 
•hefc  complicated  evils. 

Your  Committee  farther  allude  to  the  infidious  addrefs  ufed  by 
the  fame  faftion,  in  turning  to  their  purpofes  the  religious  feuds, 
prejudices,  and  diilinclions  of  the  country,which  were  revived  prin- 
cipally 
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»lly  by  their  wicked  machinations ;  at  one  time  flattering  the 
(EoDS  and  hopes  of  the  higher  order  of  ihe  Catholics,  at  the  mo- 
mt  in  which  they  meditated  their  dedrudion,  and  at  another, 
nutating  the  lower  ranks  to  indifcriminate  ads  of  outrage  and 
igcance  againft  their  loyal  fellow-fubje(Ss. 
Your  Committee  farther  allude  tj  the  plan  formed  by  the  fame 
iiotij  of  arraying  and  regimenting  the  whole  mafs  of  the 
Dple,  of  fupplying  them  with  arms  and  ammunition  forced  from 
;  loyaly  and  of  citablifhing  in  every  part  of  the  country  manu- 
Tories  of  pikes  to  be  didributed  amongft  the  loweft  ranks  of  the 
>p1e. 

Your  Committee  farther  allude  to  the  early  difpofition  which  sp- 
ared in  the  leaders  of  the  fame  fa£lion  to  correfpond  with  the 
ing  powers  of  France,  to  obtain  French  afliftance  in  thefr  revo- 
ionary  projeds,  and  to  the  regular  fyftem  which  they  after waids 
ablifhed,  forconncding  themfclves  with  the  Executive  Diredory 
the  French  republic,  wherein  they  appear  to  have  adcd  as  the 
ing  powers  of  the  country,  negotiating  treaties  and  loans  of 
>ney  with  foreign  ftates. 

Your  Committee  farther  allude  to  the  repeated  attempts  which 
ve  been  made  by  the  fame  fadion  to  fcduce  the  King's  troops  of 
defcriptions  from  their  allegiance,  and  their  attempts  to  deter  his 
ajcfty*s  loyal  fubjefts  from  enrolling  themfelvcs  in  the  yeomanry 
rps  ;  to  their  plans  of  infurrcdion,  maflacre,  and  confifcation, 
lich  have  been  clearly  proved  againft  fomc  of  their  leaders,  who 
ve  been  conviclcd  of  treafon  by  duccourfe  of  law,  and  have  been 
nfclFcd  by  others  of  them  before  your  Committee  ;  and  above  alU 
the  dcfpcraie  projc6l  of  the  fame  faftion  to  corrupt  the  youth  of 
c  country,  by  introducing  their  organized  fyftcm  of  treafon  into 
eunivcrfity  ;  which  attempt  was  happily  fruftrated  by  the  timely 
tcrpoftiion  of  the  vilitors  of  Trinity  College,  and  by  the  iiigh 
irit  of  honour  and  loyalty  of  the  great  body  of  fludents  iii  that 
irned  fcminary. 

Your  Committee  farther  allude  to  the  various  infurredions  whi*.  h 
ere  meditated,  as  well  as  thufc  which  have  actually  taken 
ace  ;  to  the  late  dcftrudlivc  rebellion,  and  the  prefent  invafiou 
'  a  French  force,  which  your  Committee  feel  themfelvcs  war- 
nted  in  dating  accurately  to  correfpond  with  the  plan  of  revo- 
lionizing  this  country,  which  was  recommended  by  Lord  Ed- 
ird  P'itzgerald, 

It  appears  to  your  Committee,  that  the  Government  and  Legif- 
ure  being  fcnfiblcof  the  dcfigns  thus  meditated  againd  the  condi- 
tion of  this  kingJoni,  felt  thenifclvcs  hound  to  refid  every  demand 
lich  was  ma^lc  upon  them  by  the  fame  fadlon,  with  a  niew  to 
cd  their  traitorous  purpofes;  and  as  it  appears  from  the  con fcfTioD 
fomc  of  the  mod  leading  and  nc^Uiious  traitors  engaged  in  this 

con  fpi  racy, 
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^confplracy,  that  what  they  termed  Catholic  emancipation  and  par* 
liamentary  reform,  were  confidercd  as  the  fureft  means  of  accom- 
plifliin^^  their  rebellious  projcdls,  your  Committee  cannot  but  ap* 
.plaiid  the  wifdomand  dircrction  of  Parliament  in  withholding  their 
afTent  to  fnch  wild  and  fatal  conceflions.    If  any  thing  was  wanting 
in  proof  of  their  wifdom,  it  is  fupplied  by  a  rcfohition  entered  into 
by  the  rebel  provincial  committees  of  Ulder  and  Leinfter  on  the 
19th  February  1798,  the  day  on  which  a  propofition  was  maule  to 
your  Lordlhips  of  conceflion  and  conciliation  to  the  people,  as  a 
probable  meafure  to  tranquillize  the  country.   This  refolution  was 
agreed  to  in  the  fame  words  and  on  the  fame  day,   19th  February 
1798,  by  two  provincial  committees,  one  aflembled  at  Armagh, 
the  other  at  Dublin  ;  it  has  been  authenticated  to  your  Committee, 
and  appears  to  have  been  officially  reported  to  the  Executive  Direc- 
tory of  the  rcbLllious  Union,  and  is  in  the  following  words:— 
•*  Rcfolved,  that  we  will  pay  no  attention  whatever  to  any  at* 
tempt  that  may  be  made  by  either  Houfe  of  Parliament  to  di- 
vert the  public  mind  from  the  grand  objeft  we  have  in  view,  as 
nothing  Ihort  of  the  complete  emancipation  of  our  country  will 
fatisfy  US.'* 

On  the  whole,  your  Committee  attribute  the  falvation  of  this 
kingdoiD  to  the  vigorous  and  dccifive  meafurcs  of  the  executive 
governmcnr,  adi>p:cil  in  March  1797,  and  purfued  from  the  fame 
period  ;  and  to  the  hrmncfs  of  Parliament,  who,  always  difpofcd  to 
promote  the  welfare  and  happinefs  of  the  people,  have  evinced  a 
determined  refolution  never  to  yield  to  the  artifices  of  traitors,  ' 
what  is  intended  only  for  the  fubverfion  of  the  conftitution.— But 
your  Committee  think  it  their  bwrnden  duty  to  ftate  to  your 
I/ord(hips,  that  although  it  appears  to  them  that  the  ryftcffl  d 
treafon  and  rebellion  which  had  been  eftablifhcd,  is  for  the  prefent 
condderably  ihakcn,  yet  that,  having  fatally  taken  deep  root  in  the 
country,  it  will  require  unceadng  vigilance  and  attention,  in  cierj 
department  of  the  Hate,  to  guard  againft  the  revival  of  it. 

Your  Comtnittcc  have  to  lament  deeply  the  facility  with  which 
the  lower  orders  of  the  people  maybe  fcduced  from  their  allegiance^ 
and  cannot  but  reprcfcnt  to  your  Lordlhips  their  decided  opinioni 
that  no  effort  ihould  remain  untried  to  open  their  eyes  to  the  evih 
which  ilu:y  have  invariably  fuffcrcd  by  yielding  to  fedudion,  and  to 
the  wicked  artifices  of  that  traitorous  aifociation  which  has  already 
involved  them  in  extreme  uud  complicated  mifcries. 

Your  Committee  have  thought  it  their  duty  to  annex  by  way  of 
appendix  to  this  Report,  the  confcirioiis  of  their  treafons  made  ofi 
oath,  by  fomc  of  the  moft  notorious  and  leading  traitors  who  have 
been  engaged  in  this  con fpiracy,  and  who  have  thrown  themfelves 
on  his  Majcfty's  clemency. 

And  your  Committee  beg  leave  alfo  to  refer  your  Lordfhips  to  the 
a  Report 
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cport  of  the  Committee  of  Secrecy  of  the  Houfe  of  Commonly 
hich  will  be  found  to  contain  moll  intereiting  and  important  dc- 
ils  upon  this  fubjefl^  all  of  which  are  fully  iUuftrated  and  proved 
the  Appendix  annexed  to  this  Report  *• 


hi  Minijien  PUnipoUntiary  and  Envoys  Extraordinary  from  the 
Uniud  States  of  America  to  the  French  Republic^  to  tbt  Mlnlftcr 
§f  Exterior  Relations. 

Citizen  Minifter, 

7 OUR  letter  of  the.  28th  VentofcfiSth  March),  in  anfwcrtoa 
*■  memorial  of  the  undcrfigncd,  dated  17th  January,  was  re- 
rived  the  dav  after  its  date,  and  has  been  confldered  with  the  mo(t 
ifpeflful  attention. 

In  that  memorial,  the  undcrflgncd,  without  furnifliing  canfe 
rr  reproach,  might  have  limited  them(elve.s  to  a  flatcmcnt  of  the 
amerous  and  well-founded  complaints  of  the  nation  they  reprc- 
nt.  They  have  been  induced  to  extend  their  obfervations  to 
her  fubje£^s,  by  that  fmcere  defire  to  re-eftabli(h  harmony  and 
iUtual  confidence  between  the  two  republics,  which  the  govern- 
tent  of  the  United  States  has  never  ccafcd  to  feel  and  to  exprcfs. 
jppofing  that  thofe  mifreprtfentations  to  which  human  aaions 
id  human  fcntiments  muii  ever  continue  to  be  expofed,  migh( 
ive  imprelTed  on  the  mind  of  the  French  government,  occupied 
ith  the  great  and  intereding  events  of  Europe,  the  unfounded  fuf- 
cion  of  partiality,  on  the  part  of  America,  for  the  enemies  of 
ranee,  the  underfigned  cherilhed  the  hope  that  a  complete  review 
:.  the  conduf^  of  their  government,  accompanied  with  a  candid 
id  thorough  invcdigation  of  the  real  principles  on  which  that; 
»ndu£l  was  founded,  by  removing  prejudices,  might  reftore  fen- 
OVents  which  the  United  States  have  ever  fought,  and  dill  feck  to 
■cfcrve. 

In  taking  this  review,  it  was  obvious  that  a  minute  di feu flion  of 
ery  particular  fa(5l  might  encumber  the  examination  with  details 
hich  previous  explanations  had  rendered  tmneceflary,  and  there- 
re  it  was  confined  to  thofe  leading  mcafures  of  which  the  parti- 
tlar  cafes  were  the  neceffary  refult.  The  underfigned,  however, 
clared,  and  they  (till  declare,  that  if  the  government  of  the 
nited  States  has  given  juit  caufe  of  complaint  to  that  of  France, 

any  cafe,  they  arc  ready  to  confidcr  and  to  compenfate  tho 
jury :    that   negotiation,   the  opening  of  which  they  have  for 

•  The  Ump  rcafons  that  occafiuned  the  omiflion  of  the  Ap^^eudix  to  the 
port  of  the  Committee  of  Secrecy  of  the  H<ufe  of  Commons,  liave  in- 
ced  lis  to  omit  the  Appendix  to  the  Report  of  tiie  Committee  of  Secrecy 
liic  Uouie  of  Loids. 

nearly 
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nearly  fix  momlis  unremittingly  folicited  and  patiently  attende 
would,  if  entered  upon,  dcmonftratc  the  llnccrity  of  tins  decl 
ration. 

Still  animated  by  the  fame  fpirit  which  has  dilated  all  their  e 
forts  to  approach  this  republic,  flill  fearching  to  remove  unf 
vourable  imprellioiis  by  a  candid  difplay  of  trtiths,  and  a  frar 
manifcUation  of  the  principles  which  have  really  governed  tl 
United  Slates,  and  Hill  endeavouring  thereby  to  facilitate  the  r 
ftoration  of  harmony  between  two  nations  which  ought  to  be  tj 
friends  of  each  other,  the  underfigned  will  lay  before  you  t] 
refiilt  of  their  reflexions  on  your  letter  of  the  aSth  Vento/ 
Whatever  force  you  may  plcafe  to  allow  to  their  obfervation 
the  relative  fituation  of  the  two  republics,  it  is  hoped,  will  nc 
fail  to  convince  you  thai  they  proceed  from  the  moft  perfeAcon 
viction  of  their  juftice. 

You  contend,  Citizen  Minifter,  that  the  priority  of  complain 
is  on  the  fide  of  France,  and  that  thofemeafures  which  have  foiii' 
jurcd  and  oppreflcd  the  people  of  the  United  States,  have  beer 
produced  by  the  previous  condu£l  of  their  government. 

To  this  the  underfigned  will  now  only  obferve,  that  if  France 
can  juflly  complain  of  any  bGL  of  the  government  of  the  Unitcc 
States,  whether  that  aft  be  prior  or  fubfequcnt  to  the  wrongs  re 
ccived  by  that  government,  a  difpofition  and  a  with  to  do  in  tlH 
cafe  what  jullice  and  fricndfhip  may  require  is  openly  avowed,  anc 
will  continue  to  be  manifefted. 

YcTur  complaints  againd  the  United  States  may  be  clafled  unde. 
three  heads : 

jfl.  The  inexecution  of  their  treates  with  France. 

2dly.  The  treaty  of  amity,  commerce,  and  navigatfon  fonnei 
with  Great  Britain. 

^dly.  The  condufl  of  their  government  fincc  that  treaty. 

If  the  underfigned  dial  I  be  difappointed  in  their  hope  to  convinC' 
you,  that  on  no  one  of  thcfe  points  can  their  government  be  juftl^ 
inculpated,  yet  they  pcrfuade  themfclvcs  that  the  demonftration  o 
the  good  faith  and  upright  intention  with  which  it  has  ever  aded 
will  be  complete  and  fatisfaftory.  This  being  proved,  and  '* 
tender  of  compenfation  for  any  unintentional  wrong  being  made,  « 
bafe  for  accommodation  is  ofiercd,  which  they  muft  yet  ho|>e  nil 
be  acceptable  to  France. 

i(h  1  he  inexecution  of  the  treaties  between  the  United  State 
and  France.  Under  this  head  you  complain,  firft.  That  from  lb 
commencement  of  the  war,  the  American  tribunals  have,  in  cf 
{c(\y  pretended  to  the  right  of  taking  cognifance  of  the  validity  c 
prizes  brought  into  the  ports  of  the  United  States. 

2dly.  That  ai^ainil  the  textual  fcnfe  of  the  treaty,  the  govcrr 
mcnt  has  permitted  the  Ihips  of  the  enemy  to  come  to  in  the 

port 
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ports,  after  having  captured  property  or  veflels  belonging  to  French 
citizens. 

3dly.  That  it  has  ordered  the  arreft  of  a  national  corvette^  an* 
choredin  the  port  of  Philadelphia,  and  that  the  arreftatioa  has  ex* 
tended  to  the  captain  commandant. 

4thly.  The  refufal  to  provide  the  means  to  execute  the  confular 
convention. 

Thefe  complaints  fiiall  be  confidered  in  the  order  in  which  they 
are  made. 

I  ft.  "  From  the  commencement  of  the  war,  the  American  tri- 
bunals have,  in  efFedl,  pretended  to  the  right  of  taking  cognifanc* 
of  the  validity  of  prizes  brought  into  the  ports  of  the  United  States 
by  French  cruifers." 

You  have  not  been  picafed  to  ftate  a  cafe  in  which  this  right  has 
been  aiferted,  and  the  underfigned  are  perfuaded  that  no  fuch  cafe 
exifls. 

Far  from  afferting  it,  the  government  of  America  has  cxprefsly 
difclaimcd  it.  Mr.  Jetferfun,  the  then  fecretary  of  fiate,  in  his 
letter  to  Mr.  Morris  of  the  i6th  of  Auguft  17931  which  letter 
wa^  laid  before  the  French  government,  declares,  *^  that  the 
United  States  do  not  pretend  any  right  to  try  the  validity  of  captures 
made  on  the  high  feas  by  France,  or  any  other  nation,  on  its 
enemies. 

*^  Thefe  quedions  belong,  of  common  ufage,  to  the  fovereign  of 
the  captor,  and  whenever  it  is  neceflary  to  determine  them,  refort 
mud  be  had  to  his  courts.  This  is  the  cafe  provided  for  in  the 
17th  article  of  the  treaty,  which  Tays,  that  fuch  prizes  (hall  not  be 
arrefted,  nor  cognifance  taken  of  the  validity  thereof ;  a  ftipuhu» 
tion  much  inlided  on  by  Mr.  Genet  and  the  confuls,  and  which 
we  never  thought  of  infringing  or  queftioning.'' 

Mr.  Randolph,  the  fuccelFor  of  Mr.  Jcfferfon,  in  his  letter  to 
Mr.  Fatichct,  of  the  29th  May  1795,  fays,  *^  As  to  prises 
made  by  legal  cruifers  on  the  high  feas,  it  never  was  the  intention 
of  the  Frefident  to  interpofc,  he  having  abftained  (as  the  17th  ar* 
ticle  of  our  treaty  of  commerce  imports)  from  examining  into  their 
lawfulnefs.*' 

Mr.  Monroe,  in  his  letter  to  your  predeceflbr,  of  the  15th 
March  1796,  fays,  ^<  You  will  obferve,  I  admit  the  principle^ 
if  a  prize  was  taken  upon  the  high  feas,  and  by  a  privateer  fitted 
Dut  within  the  republic,  or  its  dominions,  that  in  fuch  cafe 
aur  courts  have  no  right  to  take  cognifance  of  its  validity.  '  But' 
m  any  cafe  of  this  kind  alleged?  I  prcfume  none  is  or  can  be 
Blown/' 

But  the  United  States  have  deemed  it  an  indifpenfable  duty  to  pre-* 
rent,  fo  far  as  they  could  prevent,  the  praAice  of  hoftility  againft 
mtions  with  whom  they  were  at  peace,  within  their  own  limits^ 
er  by  privateers  fitted  out  in  their  own  portSt  _ 
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For  the  reafoning  oF  their  government  in  fnpport  of  this  deer* 
fion.  'he  undvrfiiincd  will  again  rcicr  to  the  letter  of  Mr.  Jeffcr- 
fon  already  quoted  : 

<*  Another  dcdrine  advanced  bv  Mr.  Genet  is,  that  our  couits 
can  take  no  cogniTance  of  queliions,  whether  veflels  held  by 
them  as  prizes,  are  lawful  prizes  or  not ;  that  this  jurifdiflion 
belongs  cxcKilvely  to  their  confulates  here,  which  have  been 
lately  ereded  by  the  National  AiTembly  into  complete  courts  of 
admiralty. 

"  Let  us  confider,  firft,  what  is  the  extent  of  the  jurifdifiion 
which  the  confulates  of  France  may  rightfully  exercife  here. 
Every  nation  has,  of  natural  right,  entirely  and  exclufively,  all 
the  jurifdiction  which  may  be  rightfully  exerciftd  in  the  territory  it 
occupies.  It  it  cedes  any  portion  of  that  jtirifdiAion  to  judges  ap- 
pointed by  another  nation,  the  limits  of  their  power  mud  depend 
upon  the  inltrunient  of  ceflTion.  The  United  States  and  France 
have,  by  their  coiifular  convention,  given  mutually  to  their  con- 
fuls  jurifdiftion  in  certain  cafes  cfpecially  enumerated.  Rut  that 
convention  gives  to  neither  the  power  of  cllablifliing  complete 
courts  of  admiralty  within  the  territory  of  the  other,  nor  even  of 
deciding  the  particular  qucftion  of  prize  or  not  prize.  The  con- 
fulates of  France  then  cannot  take  judicial  cognifance  of  thofo 
queftions  here. 

**  Of  this  opinion  Mr.  Genet  was  when  he  wrote  his  letter  of 
May  27th,  wherein  he  promifes  to  correct  the  error  of  the  conful 
at  CharlcOon,  of  whom  in  my  letter  of  the  i5th  I  had  complained 
ms  arrogating  to  himfelf  that  jurifdi^ion  ;  though  in  his  fubfe- 
quent  letters  he  has  thought  proper  toembaik  in  the  errors  of  his 
confuls. 

'^  The  real  queflion  is,  whether  the  United  States  have  not  a 
right  to  proted  vctfels  within  their  waters,  and  on  their  coaflsi 
The  Grange  was  taken  within  the  Delaware,  between  the  fliores 
of  the  Jerfeys  and  of  the  ]]}ela\'are  flate,  and  feveral  miles  above 
its  mouth.  The  feizing  of  her  uas  a  flagrant  violation  of  the 
jurifdi6lion  of  the  United  States.  Mr.  Genet,  however,  inftead 
of  apologizing,  takes  great  merit  in  his  letters  for  giving  her  up* 
The  William  is  fa  id  to  have  been  taken  within  two  miles  of  the 
fhorcs  of  the  United  States.  When  the  admiralty  declined  cogni- 
fance of  the  cafe,  Ihe  was  delivered  to  the  French  conful,  accord- 
ing to  ir.y  iet'LTof  June  25th,  to  be  kept  until  the  Execuiji'e  of  the 
United  States  fhould  examine  in tc*  the  cafe ;  and  Mr.  Cienet  tlas 
defired,  by  my  letter  of  June  29th,  to  have  them  furniflicd  whh 
the  cvi(i(  liCe  on  behalf  oi  the  cjy>t(TS,  as  to  the  place  of  capture ; 
yet  to  this  day  it  has  nevtr  bei  n  drnc.  The  brig  Fanny  was  al- 
leged to  be  taken  wiiliin  fivt-  t.  i-cs  from  our  Ihore  :  the  Cathe- 
rine within  two  n  ihs  and  a  halt-  it  is  an  eiTcntial  attribute  of 
the  juiifJictiun  of  every  country  to  prcferve  peace  and  punifb  adi 
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ifi  breath  of  \t,  and  to  rcftorc  property  taken  by  force  within  itr 
limits.  Were  the  armed  veiTel  of  any  nation  to  cut  a^^ay  one  of 
our  own  from  the  wharves  ofj^hibdelphia,  and  to  choofc  to  call  it 
a  prize,  would  this  exclude  us  from  the  right  of  redreffirig  the 
wrong  ?  Were  it  the  vcffcl  of  atiother  nation,  arc  we  not  equally 
bound  to  proicdl  it  while  within  our  limits?  Were  it  feizcd  in  any 
other  waters  or  on  the  (hores  of  the  United  States,  the  right  of  rc- 
drelfing  it  is  Itill  the  fame:  ar.d  hinnblcd  indeed  would  be  our  con- 
dition, were  we  obliged  to  depend  tor  that«on  the  will  of  a  foreign 
conful,  or  on  any  negotiation  with  diplomatic  agents.  Accord- 
'  ingly  tliis  right  of  proiedion  within  its  waters,  and  to  a  rea- 
fonabie  diilanceon  its  coaib,  has  been  acknowledged  by  every  na- 
tion, and  denied  lo  none;  and  if  the  property  feized  be  yet  within 
their  power,  it  is  their  light  and  duty  to  redrefs  the  wrong  thctn- 
ftlves. 

•*  France  herfelf  has  affcrted  the  right  in  herfelf,  and  recognifed 
it  i]i  us,  in  the  6ih  article  of  our  treaty,  where  we  mutually  fti- 
pulatc  that  wc  will,  by  all  the  means  in  our  power  (not  by  nego- 
tiation), protc<S>  and  defend  each  other*s  vefTels  and  eflFeds  in  oiir 
ports  or  roads,  or  on  the  feas  near  our  countries,  and  recover  and 
rcftorc  the  fame  to  the  right  owners.     The  United  Netherlands,* 
PrufTia,  and  Sweden,  have  recognifed  it  alfo  in  treaties  with  us  ; 
and  Indeed  it  is  a  Handing  formule  inferted  in  almofl  all  the  treaties 
of  all  nations,  and  proving  the  principle  to  be  acknowledged  by' 
all  nations. *' 

In  the  letter  of  Mr.  Randolph  to  Mr.  Fauchet,  already  cited, 
that  gentleman  relumes  this  fubjed,  and  Mr.  Fauchet  in  anfwcr 
rU.ys,    •*  The  admiralty  courts  have  alwnys  ceded  to  the  entreaties 
of  our  enemies  for  their  intervention  in  piizj  caiift-s:  in  truth, 
frequently  and  almolt   conftantly,    by   ufing   the  double   plea  of 
'^^'hich  yjii  rpokc  to  me,  that  is  to  fay,  by  arguing  cither  of  feizure 
'^^iihin  the  juril'didiion  line  of  the  United  States,  or  of  armament 
^r  augmentation  of  armament  of  the  capturing  veffels  in  their 
ports.     On  this  fubje<5^,  ^)ir,  you  requclt  me  to  fpecify  a  circunv 
l^ance  where  a  prize  was  arrelled,  which  did  not  come  under  that 
^nomination  ;  and  you   take  the  trouble  to  eltablifh,  that  they 
have  a  right  to  intervene  in  every  cafe  that  can  be  brought  under 
thufe  heads.      In  the  tiril  place.  Sir,  I  never  have,  at  lead  to  my 
rccollc^lion,  conteftcd   the   right  of  your  courts,  or  of  the  go- 
vernment, to  interfere  in  matters  of  the  nature  of  ihofe  you  men- 
lii»n.'* 

It  would  fecm  to  be  iuconteftable,  that  the  principle  aflcrtedby 
(he  United  States,  which  iiivlced  is  an  unqueiUonable  principle, 
has  been  admitted  :n  its  utmo{l  latitude  by  France.  It  is  believed 
chat  in  the  execution  of  this  principle,  the  gcwernment  and  tribu- 
nals have  otilv  bv.en  guided  by  a  fenfe  of  duty  and  the  obligations  of 
julttce..  It   m  any  cafe  that  can  be  feleded,  wrong  has  unin*en- 
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tionally  been  committedy  that  wrong  has  grown  inevitably  out 
of  the  fituation  of  the  United  States,  and  of  the  conduA  of  per* 
tons  they  have  been  unable  to  control,  and  will  with  rcadincfs  be 
correded. 

2dly.  **  That  againft  the  textual  fenfe  of  the  treaty,  the  govern- 
ment has  permitted  the  (hips  of  the  enemy  to  come  to  iu  their  ports, 
after  having  captured  properly  or  vefTcIs  belonging  to  French  ci- 
tizens." 

It  is  to  be  regretted,  that  you  have  not  been  pleafed  to  ftate  fome 
particular  cafe,  if  the  cafe  be  founded  on  a  fa£t,  which  hasmani- 
fefted  this  permiiTion  ;  or,  if  it  be  founded  in  principle,  the  precife 
diSeicnce  between  the  couitrudion  given  by  the  PreHdent  of  the 
United  States  to  the  article  of  the  treaty  of  the  6th  of  February 
1778,  relative  to  this  fubjc£t,  and  that  for  which  you  may  contend. 
For  the  want  of  fuch  a  guide,  the  underfigned  may  difcufsunnecef* 
fary  points,  without  giving  you  complete  I'atisf^flion  on  that  which 
in  your  mind  may  conftitute  the  real  difficulty. 

The  17th  article  is  in  thefe  words  :  **  It  fhall  be  lawful  for  the 
(hips  of  war  of  either  party,  and  privateers,  freely  to  carry  whi- 
therfoever  they  pleafe,  the  (hips  and  goods  taken  from  their  ene- 
ipics,  without  being  obliged  to  pay  any  duty  to  the  o(ficers  of  the 
admiralty,  or  other  judges;  nor  Ihall  fuch  prizes  be  arreted  or 
feized  when  they  come  to  or  enter  the  ports  of  either  party ;  nor  (hail 
the  fearchcrs  or  other  officers  of  thofe  places  fearch  the  fame,  or 
make  examination  concerning  the  lawfulnefs  of  fuch  prizes;  to 
thf  y  may  hoill  fail  at  any  time,  and  depart,  and  carry  their  priies 
to  the  places  expreifed  in  their  commidions,    which  the  com- 
manders of  fuch  (hips  of  war  (hall  be  obliged  to  (how:  on  the 
contrary,  no  (belter  or  refuge  (halt  be  given  in  their  ports  to  fuch 
as  (hall  have  made  prize  of  the  fubjtSs,  people,  or  pniperty  of 
either  of  the  parties  ;   but  if  fuch  IbalPcome  in,  being  forced  M 
ftrefs  of  weather  or  the  dangers  of  the  fea,  all  proper  means  (hall 
be  vigoroufly  ufcd  that  they  go  out  and  retire  from  thence  as  fooo 
aspo(rible."     Do  you  contend,  Citizen  Minider,  that  this  article 
ought  to  be  rigidly  condrued  according  to  its  letter  r  If  you  do^it. 
becomes  neceffary  to  afcertain  what  are  the  difabilities  to  which 
its  letter  really  fubjedls  the  veifels  belonging  to  the  enemies  of 
France.     They  are,   i(l,  l^hat  no  (belter  or  refuge  (hall  be  given 
in  the  ports  of  the  United  States  to  the  (hips  of  war  or  privateers 
belonging  to  the  enemy,  which  (hall  have  made  prize  of  the  Tub- 
jcfts,  people,  or  property  of  France.— 2dly,  That  if  fuch  (hips 
of  war  or  privateers  (hall  come  in,   being  forced  by  ftrefs  of 
weather  or  the  danger  of  the  feas,    all  proper  means  (hail  be 
vigoroufly  ufed  that  they  go  out  and  retire  from  thence  as  foon  as 
poflible. 

The  letter  of  the  article  does  not  exclude  generally  the  (hips  of 
y/^i  belonging  to  the  enemy,  but  ^thofe  only  which  have  made 
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prize  of  the  fubjeSs,  people,  or  property'of  France.  That  the 
veflel  (hall  have  made  a  prize  is  a  part,  and  an  eirential  part,  of  the 
defcription.  Whether  the  vcilel  be  or  be  not  within  this  defcrip- 
tion  is  a  tact,  the  afcertainment  of  which  nnufl  precede  the  mca- 
fures  to  be  taken  in  confcqucnce  of  that  facl.  When  the  fa6t  (hall 
have  been  afcertained,  the  letter  of  the  article  denies  refuge  or 
(heher  to  the  (liip  of  war  or  privateer,  but  not  to  the  prize  which 
may  have  been  made.  You  well  know,  Citizen  Miiiiller,  that  if 
the  letter  of  the  article  is  to  be  Rt  up  againll  its  fpirit,  when  the 
former  is  moll  favourable  to  the  views  of  France,  the  letter  mutt 
fiili  be  adhered  to,  though  it  fhould  countcra£l  thofc  views.  1  he 
fituation  of  the  United  States  bound  them  to  obferve,  between 
the  belligerent  powers,  an  exa6t  neutrality,  in  all  cafes  where 
their  previous  treaties  had  not  Itipulated  advantages  or  impofed 
difahillties. 

They  could  not  refufe  to  one  belligerent  power  thofe  lights  of 
ordinary  hofpitality  which  were  enjoyed  by  others,  which  the  cotn« 
mon  ufages  of  nations  permit,  and  which  were  fordidden  by  no 
particular  treaty.  Such  refufai  would  have  been  maniteflly  par- 
tial, and  a  plain  departure  from  that  neutral  polition  in  which  the 
United  States  iound  themfelves,  and  which  good  faith,  integrity, 
and  their  bed  interefts  impelled  them  religioufly  to  maintain. 
Thus  circuinfianced,  it  was  the  duty  of  the  government  to  give  its 
true  con  (I  ru  61  ion  to  a  treaty  granting  advantages  to  one  of  the  bel- 
ligerent powers,  and  impofmgdifabilities  on  another.  In  fearch* 
iDg  for  this  true  conitru£)'ion,  its  beit  judgment  ought  to  be  exer- 
cifed,  and  the  «lidlates  of  that  judgment  ought  to  be  obeyed*  The 
United  States  have  done  fo  :  they  have  refufed  flielter  in  their  ports 
to  the  prizes  made  on  the  French  republic,  or  to  the  (hips  of  war 
belonging  to  the  enemy  and  accompanying  fuch  prizes. 

They  have  permitted  (Iiips  of  war,  not  bringing  prizes  with 
them,  to  remain  in  their  ports,  without  inftituting  tribunals  to  in- 
quire whether  fuch  ihips  have  at  any  time  captured  French  citi- 
zens or  French  propeny.  The  reafoning  on  which  this  decifion 
was  founded,  and  which  appears  to  the  iinderfigned  to  have  been 
conclufjve,  will  not  now  be  repeated.  It  has  been  detailed  in  fe- 
▼cral  letters  from  the  fecretary  of  ftace  of  the  United  States,  to  the 
miniTter  of  France  in  Philadelphia.  The  underfigned  will  only 
obferve,  that  the  con(lru£tion  fuppofed  to  be  juft,  and  for  that  rea- 
fbn  adually  put  upon  the  article,  is  believed  to  be  more  favourable 
than  the  literal  conlhudlion  to  the  interefts  of  France. 

Ships  of  war  which  have  made  prizes  on  this  republic,  if  they 
enter  the  ports  of  the  United  States  without  fuch  prizes,  ought 
indeed,  under  the  letter  of  the  article,  to  be  ordered  to  depart  as 
fpon  as  the  fadl  can  have  been  afcertained  ;  but  t  prizes  them* 
felves  are  permitted  to  remain  in  fafety*  By  the  m£ 
a  ihip  of  war  entering  without  a  priaM  is  ] 
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all  (helter  Is  refufcd  to  a  (hip  of  war  which  is  accompanied  by  a 
prize,  and  alfo  to  the  prize  itfelf.  It  would  feldom  happen  that  a 
ihip  ot  war,  not  driven  in  by  Ihefs  of  weather,  or  the  danger  of 
the  fcas,  would  wiih  to  continue  in  port  longer  than  the  time  which 
would  unavoidably  be  confumcd  in  afcertaining  the  fa£t  of  her 
having  made  a  prize,  but  it  mnft  often  happen  that  a  prize  novr 
excluded  from  the  ports  of  the  United  States,  would  find  fhcher  in 
them  if  the  literal  conllrudion  of  (he  treaty  fhould  be  adopted. 

This  expofuion  ^iven  by  the  United  States  to  this  article  was 
made  known  in  1793 — France  has  never  fignified  a  wifli  that  the 
literal  conllruftion  throughout  fliould  be  purfued.  This  ftrcngihcns 
the  opinion  entertained  by  the  underligned,  that  the  rule  on  this 
fubjed,  fo  early  cdablifhcd  by  the  American  government,  is  con- 
fidercd  by  the  republic  as  more  favourable  to  its  interefls  than  a 
rule  conforming  entirely  to  the  letter  of  the  article. 

3dly.  ^^  The  governiTient  of  the  United  States  has  ordered  the 
arrell  of  a  national  corvette  *  anchored  in  the  port  of  Philadel- 
phia, and  the  arrcllation  has  been  extended  to  the  captain  com- 
mandant/' 

The  nnderfigned  beg  leave  to  (late  the  cafe  which  is  the  fotind- 
ation  of  this  complaint.  In  the  ilatement  itfelf  they  truft 
will  be  found  a  complete  juftification  of  the  condu£l  of  the  United 
States. 

The  Cadius,  under  the  name  of  '^  les  Jumeaux,"  was  fitted 
and  armed  for  a  velfel  of  war  in  the  port  of  Philadelphia,  in  vio- 
lation of  a  law  of  the  United  States.  In  December  1794,  having 
cfcapcd  from  the  port  to  defcend  the  river,  orders  were  given  to 
the  militia  of  the  (late  of  Delaware  to  intercept  her.  The  at- 
tempt was  made,  and  failed.  The  crew  of  les  Jumcaux,  which 
was  uncxpcdtedly  found  to  be  very  numerous,  refifted  the  ofiiceri 
who  went  on  board,  manned  their  cannon  and  brought  them  to 
bear  on  the  cutter  in  uhich  the  miliiia,  about  forty  in  number, 
were  embarked.  Their  force  being  inadequate  to  the  enterprifei 
they  retired  with  an  intention  to  return  the  next  day  with  a  reiiw 
forcement.  They  did  fo,  but  les  Jumeaux  had  failed  and  gone  10 
fea.  The  agent,  Mr.  Guenet,  by  whom  les  Jumcaux  had  been 
fitted  out,  was  tried  at  the  circuit  court  in  Philadelphia,  con- 
victed of  the  offence,  and  received  fentence  of  fine  and  impri- 
fonment. 

Les  Jumeaux  proceeded  to  St.  Domingo;  Samuel  B.  Davis,  a 
citizen  of  the  United  States,  there  t(H>k  the  command  of  her,  wttk 
a  comniiflion  from  the  French  government.  Davis  probably  failed 
from  Philadelphia  in  les  Jumeaux,  for  the  purpofe  of  finally 
taking  the  command  of  htr.     Her  nauie  was  now  changed  to 


*  Le  Caflfius. 
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1  ^  Cafliusy"  and  on  a  cruife  ihe  look  a  fchooner  called  the  Wil« 
arz^  Lindfay,  belonging  to  Meifrs.  Yard  and  Ketland  of  Phila- 
elf^hia,  Mr.  Ketland  having  purchafed  an  intereil  in  her  after 
CI*  failing.  The  fchooner  and  her  cargo  were  condemned  as  prize 
t  ^^t.  Domingo.  In  Augud  17959  Captain  Davis,  commanding 
lie  <^afl}us,  came  with  her  to  Philadelphia  ;  (he  was  immediately 
iDo^vn.  Mr.  Yard,  with  a  view  of  obiainingan  indemnificatioa 
or  Che  lofs  of  the  fchooner  and  her  cargo,  libelled  the  Caflius  ia 
he  DiitriA  Court,  and  caufed  the  captain  to  be  arreiled.  Soon 
iftcrr,  the  Supreme  Court  being  in  feflion.  Captain  Davis's  counfel 
ipp>  I  ied  for  and  obtained  a  prohibition  to  the  Diftri£l  Court  to  (lop 
its  proceedings,  by  which  the  fuitsboth  againft  him  and  le  Ca(riu$ 
were  defeated.  The  prohibition  was  granted  on  this  principle, 
tha€  the  trial  of  prizes  taken  without  the  jurifdidion  of  the  Unite4 
States,  and  carried  to  places  within  the  jurifdi^ion  of  France  for 
sdji.iiiication,  by  French  vtflels,  and  all  queAions  incidental  to  it^ 
belong  cxclufively  to  the  French  tribunals  ;  and  confequently  that 
its  velFcls  of  war,  and  their  oHftcers,  are  not  liable  to  procefs  of 
our  courts,  predicated  upon  fuch  capture  and  fubfequent  proceeding 
within  the  jurifdidlion  of  the  French  government. 

N'Ic(rrs.  Yard  and  Ketland  having  failed  to  obtain  indemnilica* 

tiun   in  this  mode,  procuted  new  procefs  on  the  information  of 

Mr.  Ketland,  to  be  ilTued  from  the  Circuit  Court,  by  which  le 

Caflius  was  attached  as  a  veflfel  armed  and  equipped  as  a  (hip  of 

war  in  the  port  of  Philadelphia,  with  intent  to  cruife  and  commit 

hoftilities  again  (I  nations  with  whpm  the  United  States  were  at 

peace,  in  violation  of  the  zQ.  of  Congrefs  prohibiting  fuch  arma- 

Q)cnt.     Mr.  Adet  complained  that  the  procefs  was  taken  out  of 

(He  Circuit  Court,  bccaiife,  as  he  alleged,  it  had  no  jurifdidion, 

and  that  it   would  be  attended  with  delay,  that  court  fitting  but 

twice  a  year  ;    whereas  the  Di(lri£l  Court,  in  which  it  was  faid 

the  profecution,  if  at  all  permitted,  ihould  have  been  commenced, 

Was  always  open.     Gentlemen  of  legal  knowledge  wcreconfulted 

on  the  point  of  jurifdidlion  in  this  cafe,  and  they  were  decided  in 

tlieir  opinion  that  the  Circuit  Court  had  jurifdidtion,  and  exclu- 

lively  of  the  Diiiri£l  Court.     The   government  of   the  United 

States  had  no  part  in  originating  this  profecution  ;  and  the  diltridl 

attorney,  in  behalf  of  the  United  States,  took  incafiires  at  each 

term  of  ti)c  Circuit  Court  to  prepare  the  caufe  for  trial,  and  on  a 

plea  calculated  to  defeat  the  profecution.     At  length,  in  October 

term  1796,  the  caufe  was  brought  to  an  hearing.      In  the  courfe 

i>t  the  argument,  the  queilion  of  jurifdidlion  prefentrd  itfclf.   The 

court  adjourned  until  next  day  to  confidcr  of  it,   and  the  following 

fjiornin^  difmiifed  the  fuit. 

The  nnderfigncd  may  be  permitted  to  a(k,  whether  in  a  change 
ci  fituation,    placing  France  prccifely   in   the  circumllanccs  of 

the 
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the  United  States,  cither  the  cor\'ette  or  her  captain  would  havt 
cfcaped  ?  » 

4thly-  **  The  rcfufal  to  provide  the  means  to  execute  the  confukr 
convention  ot  the  14th  November  1788.** 

As  you  have  not  i'eledted  the  particular  parts  of  this  convention 
fuppofcd  to  remain  unexecuted,  the  undcrfigned  mud  neceflarilf 
'confider  the  more  definite  charges  heretofore  made  on  the  fame 
fubjc£l  as  being  adopted  by  you. 

Your  prcdtcolfor  in  olhce,  in  his  letter  to  Mr.  Monroe  of 
the  igih  Vcntofc,  4th  year  (gih  March  1796),  complains,  ift, 
That  the  claiife  granting  to  French  confuls  the  right  of  judging 
exrliilivcly  in  difputes  between  Frenchmen,  is  become  illufory  tor 
fhe  want  of  laws  giving  them  the  means  of  having  their  decilions 
executed. 

2dly.  The  right  of  caufing  mariners  who  defert  to  be  arrefted, 
is  render rd  incffc6lua!,  becaufc  the  judges  charged  by  the  laws 
t\'ith  fifuing  the  mandates  of  arrefl  have  lately  required  the  prc- 
fcntation  of  the  original  roll  of  the  crew,  in  contempt  of  the  5th 
article  admitting  in  the  tribunals  of  both  powers,  copies  certified 
by  the  conful. 

It  is  then  undcrftood  to  be  required, 

id.  That  the  oflrcers  of  the  United  States  ihould  execute  the 
judgments  of  the  confuls  : 

2dly.  I'hat  the  jndgcs  of  the  United  States  fiiould  iflue  mandates 
of  arrell  againd  pcrfons  charged  with  being  defertcrsy  without  a 
view  of  the  original  roll  of  the  crew. 

It  is  very  jnltly  obfervcd  by  Mr.  Jefferfon,  in  his  letter  to  Mr. 
Morris,  which  has  been  already  cited,  that  *'  every  nation  has, 
of  natural  right,  cntirelv  and  cxclufively  all  the  jurifdidion  which 
may  be  rightfully  cxcrcifcd  in  the  territory  it  occupies.  If  it  cedes 
any  portion  of  that  jurifdiflion  to  judges  appointed  by  another  na- 
tion, the  limits  of  their  power  mu(l  depend  upon  the  inftrument  of 
ceiHon."  The  parties  to  the  convention  profefs  its  objed  to  be, 
**  to  define  and  eftablilh  in  a  reciprocal  and  permanent  manner  the 
functions  and  privileges  of  confuls  and  vice-confuls." 

It  is  to  be  expedled  then,  as  well  from  the  intention  of  the  con? 
vention  eilablUhin;;  the  tribunal,  as  from  the  nature  of  the  tri- 
bunal itfelf,  which  is  a  foreign  court,  conftituted  by  a  foreigp  au- 
thority, governed  by  foreign  laws,  and  amenable  for  its  condud 
to  a  foreign  government,  that  no  power  is  to  be  implied^  and  that 
it  poflefles  no  capacity  which  is  notexprefsly  given  to  it.  To  af« 
certain  then  the  prccife  extent  of  the  (lipulation,  let  the  convention 
itfelf  be  confidered. 

Thefirft  point  rcfts  cxclufively  on  the  i2ih  article,  which  is  in 
thefe  words :  '^  All  ditfcrences  and  fuits  between  the  fubjeds 
of  his  moil  Chriflian  Majcdy  in  the  United  States,  or  between 
the  citizens  of  the  United  Stales  within  the  dominions  of  the  moft 
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Chriftian  King,  and  particularly  all  difputcs  relative  to  the  wages 
and  terms  of  engagement  of  the  crews  of  the  refpcdive  vcfl'eis, 
and  all  difFerences,  of  whatever  nature  they  may  be,  which 
may  arife  between  the  privates  of  the  faid  crews^  or  between  any 
of  them  and  their  captains,  or  between  the  captains  of  different 
Yeflelsof  their  nations,  (hall  be  determined  by  the  refpcQive  con- 
fuls  and  vice-confuls,  either  by  a  reference  to  arbitrators,  or  by  a 
fummary  judgment,  and  without  cofts.  No  officer  of  the  country, 
civil  or  military,  (hall  interfere  therein,  or  take  any  part  what- 
ever in  the  inatter :  and  the  appeals  from  the  faid  confular 
fentences  ihall  be  carried  before  the  tribunals  of  France  or  of 
the  United  States,  to  whom  it  may  appertain  to  take  cognifance 
thereof." 

In  this  article  no  engagement  is  made  to  furnilh  the  means  of 
executing  confular  judgments.  If  therefore  the  preceding  pofi- 
tions  be  jull,  there  is  an  end  of  the  qucflion.  But  other  argu- 
ments prcfent  themfclves  in  fupport  of  the  condrudion  contended 
for  by  the  United  States.  The  confular  authority  in  a  •  foreign 
country  is  ufually  either  voluntary,  or  enforced  by  the  laws  of  the 
nation  to  which  the  confuls  belong,  and  which  may  bind  their 
own  citizens  or  fiibjefls  under  penalties  to  be  inflified  on  their  re- 
turn, or  otherwifc.  Upon  this  idea  it  was  fufficicnt  to  ftipulate 
a  permiflion  uf  the  jurifdidion,  in  exclufion  of  the  courts  of  the 
country :  on  any  other  idea,  it  would  have  beeh  neceifary  to  have 
fiipulated  explicitly  and  perhaps  in  detail,  the  manner  in  which 
its  fentences  fhould  be  executed.  To  accede  to  the  demands  of 
France,  would  be  to  ereft  in  a  foreign  coimtry  complete  courts 
of  juftice,  with  cfFeflual  procefs  to  compel  the  appearance  of 
parties  and  witneflcs,  atnl  to  execute  their  decifions.  And  as  the 
tranfadllons  in  commerce  could  not,  in  the  nature  of  things,  be 
Confined  to  foreigners  alone,  the  citizens  of  the  country  muft  often 
be  ncceflary  witneflTes  to  thofc  tran  fad  ions,  and  of  courfc  ren- 
dered amenable  to  this  foreign  jurifdidlion  in  their  own  country  ; 
whereas  the  jurifdi£lion  granted  by  the  article,  is  only  of  French 
confuls  over  French  citizens  in  the  United  States,  and  recipro-- 
cally  of  American  confuls  over  the  citizens  of  the  United  States 
in  France.  This  would  be  to  extend,  by  implication,  the  autho- 
rity of  a  foreigner  over  perfons  not  contemplated  by  the  treaty  as 
fubjedl  to  it.  The  article  declares  too,  **  that  no  officer  of  the 
country,  civil  or  military,  (hall  interfere  therein,  or  take  any 
part  in  the  matter."  But  (herifFs,  marihals,  and  their  deputies, 
or  any  other  perfons  appointed  by,  and  ading  under  the  laws  of 
the  country,  are  "  officers  of  the  country,"  and  confequcntly 
cannot  aid  in  the  execution  of  confular  decifionSt  becaufe  they  are 
exprefsly  forbidden  <<  to  interfere  thereini  or  take  any  part  what- 
ever in  the  matter." 
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But  was  it  meant  that  the  laws  fhould  gWe  confuls  the  ponr-er 
to  appoint  fuch  executive  officers  of  their  own  nation  r  Should  h 
be  conceded,  that  a  perfon  fo  appointed  could  not  be  coniidcred  as 
an  officer  of  that  nation  by  virtue  of  and  according  to  whofe  laws 
he  held  his  office,  flill  we  find  no  fuch  thing  in  the  convention. 
On  the  contrary,  in  the  cafe  of  deferters  from  vellcls,  mentioned 
in  the  9th  article,  whom  the  confuls  are  authorized  to  caufe  to 
be  arrefted,  they  are  exprefsly  directed  to  apply  in  writii^  to  the 
**  courts,  judges,  and  officers  competent"  to  make  the  arrefts^ 
meaning  the  courts,  judges,  and  officers  of  the  country  where  the 
confuls  rcfide.  In  addition  to  this,  if  power  could  be  given  to 
confuls  to  appoint  officers  to  execute  their  dec ifions,  thefe  officers 
niuil  of  courfc  have  their  fees  of  compenfation  to  be  paid  by  one 
or  other  of  the  parties.  But  the  article  giving  the  jurifdidion, 
declares  that  the  con fular  judgments  (ball  be  ^*  without  cofU/' 

l^hc  fccond  complaint  is,  that  the  judges  of  the  United  States 
have  required  the  exhibition  of  the  original  roll  of  the  crew  as  the 
tcilimony  which  would  authorize  the  ilFuing  of  a  mandate  to  ap- 
prehend a  PVcnch  mariner  cliarged  as  a  deferter.  The  right  to 
require  thefc  mandates  is  founded  entirely  on  the  9th  article  of  the 
con  fular  convention. 

That  declares,  ^*  That  the  confuls  and  vice-confuls  (hall  addrefs 
themfelvcs  to  the  courts,  judges,  and  oificers  competent,  and 
fhall  demand  the  faid  deferters  in  writing,  proving  by  an  exhi- 
bition of  the  rcgiilers  of  the  vefTel  or  (hip's  roll,  that  thofe  men 
were  part  of  the  faid  crews  ;  and  on  this  demand  fo  proved  (giving, 
however  where  the  contrary  is  proved},  the  delivery  (ball  itX  bt 
reft  I  fed. 

It  would  be  an  idle  wafte  of  time  to  attempt  to  prove  to  you, 
Citizen  Miniilcr,  that  the  regffler  of  the  vcffel  or  (hip's  roIli& 
not  a  copy  of  that  paper,  or  that  a  copy  does  not  fatisfy  a  law 
which  peremptorily  requires  the  exhibition  of  the  oiiginaL 
Your  prcdeccifor  has  thought  proper  to  refer  to  the  5th  article  ot 
that  inllrument ;  but  a  flight  perufal  of  that  article  will  conviuce 
you.  Citizen  Minillcr,  that  it  does  not  apply  to  th^  cafe.  When 
the  judges  of  the  United  States  determined  that  the  mandate  of 
arrcit  could  not  be  iifucd  on  the  exhibition  of  a  *'  copy  of  the 
rct-iilcr  of  the  velFel  or  (hip's  roll,"  they  did  not  fo  decide  for  the 
purpofc  of  giving  cfFe£l  to  the  fyftem  of  the  government,  but  be- 
en nfc  the  treaty  was  clearly  underflood  by  them  pofiiivcly  to  re- 
quire the  prefentation  of:the  original. 

1  he  i:nderiigned  regret.  Citizen  Miniftcr,  that  yourrefearchcs 
conoerning  the  United  States  have  not  extended  to  their  courts* 
^'ou  would  have  perceived  and  admired  their  purity.  You  would 
have  perceived  that  America  may  repofc  herfelf  fecurely  on  the 
integrity  of  her  judges^  and  your  juftice  would  have  fpared  the 
a  iolinuations 
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iiifinuations  concerning  them  which  have  clofed  this  part  of  your 
letter. 

The  iinderfigned  will  now  confldcr  what  you  have  ftatcd  with 
refped  to  the  treaty  of  amity,  commerce,  and  navigation,  formed 
^iih  Great  Britain. 

You  complain,  Citizen  Miniftcr,  in  very  ftrong  terms,  of  the 
deception  alleged  to  have  l>cen  praflifed  with  refpcrtS  to  the  ob- 
jtrfl  of  Mr.  Jay's  miflTion  to  London,  andalfo  of  the  contents  of 
the  treaty  which  that  miflion  produced.  You  are  pleafed  to  ob- 
fcrvc,  that  it  was  then  faid,  that  Mr.  Jay  had  been  fcnt  to  London, 
only  to  negotiate  arrangements  relative  to  the  depredations  com- 
mitted on  the  American  commerce  by  the  cruifers  of  Great  Bri-* 
tain. 

By  whom,  Citizen  Minifter,  was  this  faid  ?  Not  by  the  Prefi-' 
cient  in  his  meflage  to  the  Senate,  announcing  the  nomination  of 
Mr.  Jay :  nor  by  the  then  Secretary  of  State,  in  communicating 
to  Mr.  Fauchet  the  fubjcA  of  that  miflion.  The  documents  with 
refpedl  to  this  airertion  have  been  dated,  and  have  been  fully  com- 
mented on.  It  has  been  fully  demonftrated  that  the  Amcrrican 
gpvernment  did  not  feize  this  occafion  to  prtfiife  a  deception  fo 
unneceflTary,  fo  foreign  to  its  well-known  charader,  and  which 
could  produce  only  mifchief  to  itfelf.  As  you  have  in  no  degree 
weakened  the  teftiinony  which  is  relied  on  as  difproving  this  alle* 
gation,  or  produced  any  fort  of  evidence  in  fupport  of  it,  the* 
underfigned  cannot  but  mingle  fome  degree  of  Airprife  with  the- 
rcgrets  they  feel  at  feeing  it  repeated,  accompanied  with  the 
charge  of  that  "  diifimulaiion,"  of  which  all  who  examine  well 
the  conduft  of  the  government  of  the  United  States  will  fo  rea- 
dily pronounce  it  to  be  incapable.  You  alfo  criminate  the  fc- 
crecy  which  attended  this  negotiation.  To  this  complaint,  when 
formerly  infiRed  on,  it  was  anfwered,  that  fo  much  of  it  as  was 
material  to  this  republic  was  immediately  communicated  to  her 
minifter  ;  and  that  ihc  had  no  right  to  inquire  further,  or  to  be 
difTatisfied  that  other  objefts  were  not  difclofcd  ;  that  it  is  not  the 
praAice  of  France,  nor  of  any  other  nation,  to  communicate  to 
others  the  particular  fubje<£ls  of  negotiation  which  may  be  con- 
templated ;  and  that  no  nation  could  be  independent,  which  ad- 
mitted itfelf  to  be  accoimtablc  to  another  for  the  manner  in 
which  it  might  judge  proper  to  regulate  its  own  concerns,  on 
points  in  which  that  other  was  not  interefted,  or  which  was  bound 
to  give  prcvirMis  intimation  of  every  article  which  might  be  in- 
fcrtrd  in  a  treaty,  formed  on  the  avowed  principle  of  leaving  in 
full  force  all  prc-cxilting  engagements.  This  reafoning  is  an- 
fwered only  by  tirrniing  it  a  *«  fophifm,**  "  an  infidious  fubtcr- 
fij^e,"  May  not  any  reafoning,  on  any  fuhjc(!3,  be  anfwcrc-d  in 
the  fame  manner?  liut  ^^-.n  fuch  an  anfwer  impair  its  force? 
\\ 'thout  doubt^  Citizen  Minifter,  the  government  of  the  United 
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States,  when  it  informed  France  that  the  negotiations  of  Mu 
Jay  would  not  in  any  refped  weaken  its  engagements  to  this 
republic,  would  have  added,  that  they  might  eventually  ei^cnd  to 
a  commercial  treaty,  if  it  had  been  fuppofed  that  the  omiflion  to 
give  fuch  information  could  really  be  confidered  as  a  breach  of 
legitimate  obligation,  or  as  an  evidence  of  diminilhed  friendlhip. 
The  information  was  mod  probably  not  given,  becaufe  it  was 
unufual,  and  becaufe  it  could  neither  be  confidered  as  proper,  as 
neceflary,  or  as  maicriah  The  under Hgned  truft  that  the  painful 
and  unavailing  difcufljons  on  this  fubjeS,  rendered  fo  unpleafant 
by  the  manner  in  which  it  has  been  treated,  will  never  again  be 
renewed. 

PafTing  to  the  treaty  itfelf,  you  fay  that  the  fmall  majority  by 
which  it  was  fanftioned  in  the  two  Houfes  of  Congrefs,  and  the 
number  of  refpedable  voices  raifed  againft  it  in  the  nation,  de- 
pofe  honourably  in  favour  of  the  opinion  which  the  French  go- 
vernment bas  entertained  of  it.     But  you  mud  be  fenlible.  Citizen 
Minifter,  that  the  criterion  by  which  you  afcertain  the  oneritsof 
the  inftrument  in  queftion,  is  by  no  means  infallible,  nor  can  it 
warrant  the  inference  you  draw  from  it.     In  a  repuUic  like  that 
of  the  United  States,  where  no  individual  fears  to  utter  what  his 
judgment  or  his  paHions  may  didate,  where  an  unreftrained  pre(s 
conveys  alike  to  the  public  eye  the  labours  of  virtue  and  the 
efforts  of  particular  intereils,  no  fubjed  which  agitates  and  intc- 
reds  the  public  mind  can  unite  the  public  voice,  or  entirely  efcape 
public  ccnfuie.     In  purfuit   of  the  fame  objeds  a  diHerence  of 
opinion  will  arife  in  the  pured  minds,  from  the  diiFercnt  manner 
in  wliich  thofc  objcds  are  viewed  ;  and  there  are  fitiiatiosu  in 
which  a  variety  of  padions  combine  to  filence  the  voice  of  reafofli 
and  to  betray  the  founded  judgments.     In  fuch  fituations,  if  the 
merit  of  an  indrument  is  to  be  decided,  not  by  itfelf,  but  by  the 
approbation  or  difapprobation  it  may  experience,  it  would  furdy 
be  a  fafer  rule  to  take  as  a  guide  the  decifion  of  a  majority,  how- 
ever fmall  that  majority  may  be,  than  to  follow  the  minority.  A 
treaty  too  may  be  oppofed  as  injurious  to  the  United  States,  thongh 
it  diould  not  contain  a  dngle  claufe  which  could  prejudice  the  in- 
tercds  of  France.     It  ought   not   to  be  fuppofed  that  a  treaty 
would  for  that  rcafon  be  offenfive  to  this  republic. 

Had  you  been  pleafcd  to  date  any  objedions  to  this  indrument 
drawn  from  the  compact  itfelf,  the  underfjgned  would  have  given 
to  thofe  objedlions  the  molt  ferious  and  refpefiful  confidcration. 
But  it  is  fuppofed  that  you  adopt,  without  adding  to,  the  com- 
plaints made  by  your  predccedbr  and  by  Mr.  Adet,  when  youob- 
ferve,  that  you  will  not  repeat  what  they  have  faid.  Thelc  com- 
pbinis  have  been  amply  difcufled  in  the  memorial  the  underflgned 
had  the  honour  to  tranfmit  you,  bearif.g  date  17th  of  January* 
It  is  believed  to  have  been  dcmondratcd  ihat  the  ftipulaiiona  com- 
plained 
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>taine(I  of  do  ilot  in  the  moft  remote  degree  wound  the  tntcreft<i  of 
Krance,  affcft  the  prc-cxifting  engagements  of  the  United  States, 
ir  change  their  fituation  in  relation  to  the  belligerent  powers, 
inch,  inconte(lably>  was  and  is  the  opinion  of  the  American 
j^overnmcnty  and  in  this  opinion  only  would  the  treaty  have  been 
igrced  to.  As  no  one  of  the  arguments  which  have  at  various 
limes  been  urged  on  this  fubjed,  on  the  part  of  the  United  States, 
las  ever  yet  been  noticed,  the  underfigned  deem  unneceflary  any 
ittempt  to  re-urge  or  to  (Irengthen  them.  You  fay  that  you 
Mill  content  yourfelf  *'  with  obferving  fummarilyi  that  in  this 
treaty  every  thing  having  been  provided  to  turn  the  neutrality  of 
the  United  States  to  the  difadvantage  of  the  French  republic,  and 
to  the  advantage  of  England  ;  that  the  federal  government  having 
in  this  a6l  made  to  Great  Britain  conccflions  the  molt  unheard-or, 
the  mod  incompatible  with  the  intereds  of  the  United  States,  and 
the  mod  derogatory  from  the  alliance  which  exided  between  the 
faid  dates  and  the  French  republic,  the  latter  was  perfcdiy  free  to 
avail  itfelf  of  the  prefervatory  means  with  which  it  was  fumilhed 
by  the  laws  of  nature  and  of  nations,  and  by  its  anterior  treaty, 
for  the  purpofe  of  parrying  the  inconveniences  of  the  treaty  of 
London.  Such  are  the  reafons  which  have  determined  the  arretes 
of  the  Dire£lory  of  which  the  United  States  complain,  as  veil 
as  the  condu£l  of  its  agents  in  the  Antilles."  But  you  have  not 
(bown  a  fmgle  provifion,  <<  which  turns  the  neutrality  of  the 
United  States  to  the  difadvantage  of  the  French  republic  and  to 
the  advantage  of  England."  You  have  not  ibown  a  fmgle  con- 
ceflion  **  incompatible  with  the  intereds  of  the  United  States,"  or 
**  derogatory  from  their  alliance  with  France." 

It  is  considered  as  having  been  demondrated,  that  this  treaty 
leaves  the  neutrality  of  the  United  States,  with  refped  both  to 
France  and  England,  precifely  in  its  former  fituation,  and  that 
it  contains  no  conceflions  which  are  either  unufual,  or  derogatory 
from  their  alliance  with  this  republic.  But  if  in  forming  this 
judgment  the  American  government  has  deceived  itfelf,  fiill  it 
ought  tr)  be  remembered  that  it  has  ever  manifeded  a  readinefs  to 
place  I  ranee  on  the  footing  of  England  with  refpc£t  to  the  arti- 
cles complained  ot. 

You  fuppofe  that  the  2d  article  of  the  treaty  between  France 
and  the  United  States  judifies  the  arretes  of  which  the  latter 
power  compKnns  :  but  that  article  only  entitles  cither  of  thecon<- 
rrading  parties  to  a  participation  of  any  particular  favour  in  re* 
fpecl  of  commerce  or  navigation,  which  might  thereafter  be  granted 
by  the  other  to  other  nations,  on  allowing  the  famecompeniationv 
if  the  conccdion  was  conditional.  It  has  never  been  pretended 
to  extend  to  pre  exidiiig  rights  held  and  exercifed  under  the  law 
of  nationr.,  and  barely  rccognifed  by  any  fubfequent  treaty.  If 
ffiiis  could  be  infilled  on,  Itill  it  was  fliown  incoutedably  by  the 
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unckrHgnrd,  that  the  nmtc  particiilnrly  complained  of^  To  far  ai 
it  prolcircs  to  found  iifeit  on  the  treaty  with  England,  greatly 
tranfccmis  th:ft  trcary,  and  in  its  mod  noxious  article,  that  re- 
qiiirir.g  a  role  d'cqiiipagCi  has  no  relation  to  it.  This  ali-cfTential 
circumilancc  yon  have  r.ot  been  pleafcd  to  notice  ;  and  it  is  with 
infinite  regret  {he  imderfigncd  obfcrve,  that  the  difcuflions  at  which 
you  hint  are  to  be  limited  to  the  abuTes  of  the  principle  efta- 
blifhcd  by  the  arrete,  and  not  extended  to  the  compatibility  of  the 
principle  itfclf  with  juftice,  the  laws  of  nations,  or  cxifting 
treaties. 

It  is  well  known  that  fuch  a  difcuflion,  if  indeed  the  under- 
figned  could  be  permitted  to  enter  upon  it,  would  avail  but  little, 
iince  the  vad  mafsof  American  property  captured  by  the  cruifcrs, 
and  condemned  by  the  courts  of  France,  has  been  found  in  veflcls 
not  turnilhed  with  a  role  d 'equipage. 

The  undcrfigned  have  been  minute  in  their  attention  to  every 
fyllable  you  have  uttered  on  this  intcrefting  fubjed,  becaufe  it  has 
been  often  confidercd  as  having  given  caufe  of  jud  irritation  to 
France,  and  they  arc  Hncercly  defirous  of  probing  to  the  bottom 
every  fubjed  which  may  have  aiTumed  that  complexion*  Their 
wifh  is  unafFefied,  to  give  to  every  complaint  its  real  value,  in 
order  thus  to  prepare  the  way  for  accommodation,  by  the  relin- 
quilhmcnt  of  fuch  as  are  not  well  founded,  and  the  admillion  of 
thofe  which  have  a  real  exigence. 

The  third  head  of  your  complaints  relates  to  the  condud  of 
the  government  of  the  United  States  fmce  their  treaty  with  Eqg- 
land. 

You  obferve,  that  as  foon  as  the  treaty  in  queflion  had  been  put 
in  execution,  the  government  of  the  United  States  feemed  to  think 
itfelf  difpenfed  from  the  obfervance  of  any  meafurcs  towards  this 
republic,  and  you  adduce  in  fupport  of  this  general  obfervation, 

I  ft.  The  rcfufal  to  permit  in  the  ports  of  the  United  States  the 
fale  of  prizes  made  by  French  cruifers. 

2dly.  The  invedives  and  calumnies  againft  the  French  govern- 
ment, its  principles  and  its  officers,  contained  in  certain  journals 
and  pamphlets  publifhed  in  the  United  States,  &c. 

3dly.  The  fpeech  of  the  Prefident  toCongrefs  in  May  lad. 

ift.  The  government  of  the  United  States  does  not  permit  the 
fale  in  their  ports  of  prizes  made  upon  England  by  the  cruifers  of 
France. 

The  fa£l  is  admitted.  Tocreft  it  into  an  offence,  it  becomes 
neceifary  to  pmvc  that  this  meafurc  violates  either  the  engagements 
or  the  neutrality  of  the  United  States.  Neither  is  attempted. 
To  fliow  that  it  violates  neither,  had  this  been  rendered  neceflkry, 
would  by  no  means  have  been  deemed  an  arduous  talk.  It  will 
now  only  briefly  he  obfcrvrd,  that  the  17th  article  of  the  treaty 
of  commerce  of  the  6th  of  February  1778^  which  alone  relates 
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to  this  fubjefly  fo  far  from  (lipiilating  for  the  fale  of  prizes  in  the 
ports  of  cither  nation,  limits  itfelf  to  a  declaration,  that  the  cap- 
tors (hall  have  liberty  to  bring  them  into  port,  free  from  duties^ 
arrcils,  and  fearches,  and  to  depart  with  them  to  the  places  expreifed 
in  their  commidions;  thereby  evidently  contemplating  the  then  ex- 
iting regulations  of  this  nation.  France  has  manifciicd  her  own 
opinion  on  this  fubjefl,  in  her  treaty  with  Great  Britain  of  the 
26th  of  September  1786.  The  16th  article  of  that  treaty  declares^ 
^^  That  it  Ihall  not  be  lawful  for  foreign  cruifers  who  Ihall  not  be 
the  fubje£ls  of  one  or  the  other  crown^  and  who  (hall  have  m 
commillion  from  any  prince  or  (late,  enemies  of  the  one  or  the 
other,  to  arm  their  veifels  in  the  ports  of  one  or  the  other  of  the 
faid  two  kingdoms,  to  fell  there  what  they  (hall  have  taken,  or  to 
change  the  fame  in  any  manner  whatever*''  In  a  war  with 
England  then,  France  being  neutral,  the  cruifers  of  the  United 
States  are  forbidden  to  fell  their  prizes  in  the  ports  bf  thisrepob- 
lie.  The  17th  article  of  the  treaty  of  February  1778,  being 
reciprocal,  France  has  pronounced  her  decision,  that  it  does  not 
give  her  cruifers  a  right  to  fell  their  prizes  in  the  ports  of  America* 
If  this  right  had  been  given  by  (he  treaty  of  February  1778,  that 
between  the  United  States  and  England  could  not  becon(irucd  to 
impair  it.  Nor  is  the  prohibition  a  departure  from  the  neutrality 
of  the  United  States.  A  nation,  to  violate  its  neutrality,  muA  ma* 
nifeft  a  partiality  for  one  of  the  belligerent  powers,  muft  accord 
favours  not  llipulated  by  pre-exiding  treaties  to  one  which  it  re* 
fufes  to  the  other.  This  is  not  even  alleged  in  the  prefcnt  in« 
fiance.  Far  from  permitting  Britifh  cruifers  to  fell  in  the  United 
Sutes  prizes  they  have  made  on  the  French,  they  are  not  even 
allowed  to  bring  them  into  port.  A  candid  confideration  of  this 
fubje£l  will  prove  that  the  withdrawal  of  a  favour,  the  grant 
of  which  manifeded  fo  (trongly  the  attachments  of  the  United 
States,  far  from  juiUfying  the  refentmcnts  which  have  been  ex- 
prelled  in  confequence  of  it,  can  only  be  attributed  to  the  foli- 
citude  of  the  American  government  to  render  perfedtly  unex- 
ceptionable its  obfcrvance  of  that  neutrality  which  it  profelfes  to 
maintain.  It  has  been  Ihown  unequivocally  to  have  been  the 
opinion  of  the  contrading  parties,  that  the  treaty  of  commerce 
of  the  6th  of  February  1778,  did  not  give  to  either  being  at 
war,  a  right  to  fell  its  prizes  in  the  ports  of  the  other  being  at 
peace.  It  is  not  pretended  that  this  is  one  of  the  rights  accruing, 
without  fpecial  ilipulation,  niulerthc  laws  and  ufages  of  nations. 
It  is  not  then  a  light  at  all.  If  granted,  it  is  a  voluntary  fa- 
vour. But  a  voluntary  favour  cflTential  in  the  profccution  of  the 
war,  if  granted  by  a  neutral  to  one  belligerent  power,  and  of 
necelliiy  refufcd  to  the  other,  affords  to  that  other  at  Icaft  a  more 
plaulibic  pretext  tor  complaint  than  has  been  given  by  any  other 
met   of  the   gr>V(  rninciit  of  the  United  Statr;>.      What^  in  fuch  a 
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fiTuation,  would  have  been  the  language  of  France?  Would  thiff 
republic  permit  a  neutral  nation,  not  bound  thereto  by  any  obli- 
gation whatever,  to  allow  in  its  ports  as  a  voluntary  favour  the 
falc  of  prizes  made  on  P  rench  ciiizens,  while  the  faaie  favour 
was  of  ncccfTity  denied  to  the  cruifers  of  France  ? 

Ic  is  believed  that  fuch  an  ufc  of  neutrality  would  not  be  per- 
mitted ;  and  the  underiigncd  iciicitate  themfelves  and  their  coun- 
try that  the  goveinment  they  rcprefent  has  never  intentionally 
given  to  this  republic  any  caufe  of  dilFatisfadlion,  as  ferious  as 
this  would  have  been.  You  will  not  fail  to  obferve,  Citizen  Mi- 
niflcr,  that  this  heavy  accufation,  v^hcn  analyfed,  is  nothing 
more  than  the  refufal  of  a  mere  favour  on  the  part  of  the  Ame- 
rican government,  the  grant  of  which  might  have  been  dangerous 
to  itfclf,  might  have  drawn  it  from  that  neutral  ftation  which  it 
is  its  iliity  to  obfcrve,  and  which  favour  France  had  previoufly, 
in  the  molt  explicit  terms,  declared  its  detemiination  not  to  grant 
under  fimilar  circumiiances  to  the  United  States. 

2dly.  Your  fecund  allegation  is,  ^*  that  the  journals  known  to 
be  inJircclIy  under  tiie  control  of  the  cabinet  have  redoubled  their 
invcdivcs  and  calumnies  againft  the  republic,  its  magi  ft  rates  and 
its  envoys  ;  and  that  pamphlets  openly  paid  for  by  the  mintlterof 
Great  Biiiaiu  have  reproduced  under  every  form,  thofe  infults 
and  calumnies,  without  having  ever  drawn  the  attention  of  the  go- 
vernment to  a  (late  of  things  fo  fcandalous,  and  which  it  might 
have  rcpreircd.'* 

The  genius  of  t!;c  conflitntion,  and  the  opinions  of  the  people 
of  the  United  States,  caunct  be  ovcr-ruL^d  by  thofe  who  adminifier 
the  government.     Among  thofe  principles  deemed  facred  in  Ame- 
rica ;  among  thofe   facred  rights  confidered  as  forming  the  bul- 
wark of  their  liberty,  which  the  government  contemplates  with 
awful  reverenCL%  and  would  approach  only  with  the  moll  cautious 
circumfpcdion,  there  is  no  one  of  which  the  importance  is  more 
deeply  imprefled  on  the  publi.'  mind  than  the  liberty  of  the  prefst 
I'hat  this  liberty  i>  often  carried  to  excefs,  that  it  has  fomeiiines 
degrncrnted  into  liccniioufiiefs,  is  feen   and  lamented  \  but  the 
rcr..cdy  has  not  yet  been  difcovcred.     Perhaps  it  is  an  evil  infe^ 
parable  from  the  good  with  whicii  it  is  allied  :  perhaps  it  is  a  fhooC 
which  cannot  be  11  ripped  fmin  the  (blk  without  wounding  vitally 
the  plant  from  whiLti  it  is  torn.     However  dcfirable  thofe  mea- 
fure.s  might  be  whicli  might  correft  without  enflaving  the  prefs, 
they  have  never  yi*t  been  deviled  in   America.     No  regulations 
exiit  which  enable  the  government  to  fupprcfs  whatever  calumnies 
or  invedives  any  individual  may  choofc  to  offer  to  the  public  eye ; 
or  to  puniih  fuch  calumnies  and  inveSives,  otherwife  than  by  a 
legal  profecution  in  courts  which  are  alike  open  to  all  who  conli- 
der  themfelves  as  injured.     Without  doubt  this  abufe  of  a  vahi- 
ablw  piivilege  ij  luaner  of  peculiar  regret  when  it  is  extended  to 
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the  govcmment  of  a  foreign  nation.     The  underfigned  are  per* 
fuadtdy  it  never  has  been  fo  extended  with  the  approbation  of  the 
government  of  the   United   States.      Difcuilions  refpe£ling  the 
condu£l  of  foreign  powers,  efpecially  on  points  refpe£ling  the 
rights  and  intcreils  of  America,  are  unavoidably  made  in  a  nation 
where  public  meafures  are  the  refults  of  public  opinion,    and 
certainly  do  not  furnifii  caufe  of  reproach  ;  but  it  is  believed  that 
calumny  and  invedive  have  never  been  fubilituted  for  the  manly 
reafoning  of  an  enlightened  and  injured  people,  without  giving 
pain  to  thofe  who  adminider  the  affairs  of  the  Union,     Certainly 
this  offence,  if  it  be  deemed  by  France  of  fufficient  magnitude  to 
be  worthy  of  notice,  has  not  been  confined  to  this  republic.     It 
has  been  (till  more  profufcly  lavifhed  on  its  enemies,  and  has  even 
been  bedowed  with  an  unfparing  hand  on  the  federal  government 
itfelf.     Nothing  can  be  more  notorious  than  the  calumnies  and 
invedives  with  which  the  wifeft  meafures  and  the  mod  virtuous 
characters  of  the  United  States  have  been  purfued  and  traduced. 
It  is  a  calamity  incident  to  the  nature  of  liberty,  and  which  can 
produce  no  ferioiis  evil  to  France.     It  is  a  calamity  occafioned 
neither  by  the  dired  nor  indired  influence  of  the  American  govern- 
ment.    In  fad,  that  government  is  believed  to  exercife  no  influ- 
ence over  any  prefs.     You  mull  be  fenfible.  Citizen  Minifter, 
with  how  much  truth  the  fame  complaint  might  be  urged  oq  the 
part  of  the  United  States.     You  mull  know  well,  what  degrading 
and  unworthy  calumnies  again  (I  their  government,  its  principles, 
and  its  olficcrs,  have  been  publKhed  to  the  world  by  French  jour- 
nalilis,  ami  in  French  pamphlets:  that  government  has  even  been 
charged    with   betraying  the   bed   interefts  of  the    nation,  with 
having  put  itfelf  under  the  guidance  of — nay  more,  with  having 
/bid  itfelf  to  a  foreign  court.     But  thefe  calumnies,  atrocious  as 
<hcy  are,  have   never  conftituted  a  fubjedl  of  complaint  againll 
t*  rancc.       Had    not   other   caufcs,    infinitely    more    ferious   and 
^*' eighty,  interrupted  the  harmony  of  the  two  republics,  it  would 
^ill  have  remained  unimpaired,  and  the  miiiion  of  the  undcrfigned 
^^  ould  never  have  been  rendered  necefl'ary. 

3dly.   You   complain  of  the  fpeech  of  the  Prefident  made  to 

^ngrcfs  in   May  lalh     It  denounces,  you    fay,  the  Executive 

■■^ircdlory,  as  ftarching  to  propagate  anarchy  and  divifion  in  the 

•^  riited  States.     The  conllitution  of  the  United  States  impofes  on 

tK^  Prefident  this  important  duty:  *'  He  fhall  from  time  to  time 

R*vc  to  the  Congrclb  information  of  the  Rate  of  the  Union,**     It 

■*^ving  been  deemed  proper  to  recall  the  minifter  from  the  United 

*^^atcs  to  this  republic,  and  to  replace  him  by  a  citizen,  the  ob- 

)ects  of  v^hofc  million,  as  cxprefled  in   his  letters  of  credence, 

^crc,  "  to  maintain  that  good  undcrftanding,  \vl:i:h,  from  the 

^f^mmeRcemciit   of  the  alliance,  had   fublilted   between   tl.c  two 

Nations;    and  to  cC'acc   unfavourable  imprclTions,   banilh   fufpi- 
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cions,  and  to  rcftore  that  cordiality  which  was  at  once  the  evi- 
dence and  pledge  of  a  friendly  union  ^"  the  Prcfident  of  the 
DirLClory  addrelfed  the  recalled  minillcr  in  the  following  terms; 
««  In  prcfcnting  to-day  to  the  Executive  Dircdlory  yoiir  letters  of 
recall,  you  give  to  Europe  a  flrange  fpedacle.  France,  rich  in 
her  liberty,  furroundLd  with  the  train  of  her  vifiories,  ftrong  in 
the  clicein  of  her  allies,  will  not  abafe  herfelf  by  caiculating  the 
confcqucnccs  of  the  condefcenflons  of  the  American  government 
to  the  fiiggeflions  of  its  ancient  tyrants.  The  French  republic 
hopes,  Hiorcover,  that  the  fucceflbrs  of  Columbus,  Raleigh,  and 
Penn,  always  proud  of  their  liberty,  will  never  forget  that  they 
owe  it  to  France.  They  will  weigh  in  their  wifdom  the  naagna- 
nimous  good  will  of  the  French  people  with  the  crafty  carelles  of 
certain  perfidious  perfons,  who  meditate  to  bring  them  bacls  to 
their  ancient  fluvcry.  AiFure,  Mr.  Minifter,  the  good  American 
people,  that  like  them  we  adore  liberty;  that  they  will  always 
have  our  clleem,  and  that  they  will  find  in  the  French  people 
that  republican  generofiiy,  which  knows  as  well  how  to  grant 
peace  as  to  caufe  its  fovercignty  to  be  rcfpedlcd." 

The  change  of  a  minifler  is  an  ordinary  ad  for  which  no 
{government  is  iiccountablc  to  another,  and  which  has  not  hereto- 
fore been  •*  a  llrange  fpedacle**  in  France,  or  in  any  other  part 
of  Europe.  It  appears  to  be  a  meafurc  not  of  itfelf  calculated 
to  draw  on  the  government  making  fuch  change,  the  (Irifluresor 
the  icfen^ncnts  of  the  nation  to  which  the  miniftcr  is  deputed. 
Suih  .tn  cifi'A,  produced  by  fo  inadequate  a  caufe,  could  notfiil 
to  command  attention,  while  it  excited  furprifc. 

T!iis  ollicial  fpeech,  addrelFed  by  the  government  of  France  to 
that  of  the  United  States,  through  its  miniflcr,  charges  that  go* 
vernmtnt  with  condifoenfions  to  the  fuggeilions  of  its  ancie&t 
tyrants,  fpcaks  of  the  crafty  carelFes  of  certain  perfidious  perfoM 
who  meditate  to  briuL'  back  the  fiiccelTors  of  Columbus,  Raleigh, 
and  Finn,  to  th^ir  ancient  ilavcry,  and  defires  the  minifter  to 
afTi.rc,  not  his  government,  but  the  good  people  of  America,  that 
they  will  always  have  the  ellecm  of  France,  and  that  they  will 
find  in  the  h  rcnch  people  that  republican  generofity  which 
kri'  AS  as  well  ho/,  to  grant  peace  as  to  caufe  its  fovereignty  tobe 
relpcdcd. 

1  hat  a  mini  Her  (honld  carry  any  aflliranccs  from  a  foreign 
govi  rnment  to  the  people  ot  his  nation,  is  as  remarkable  as  the 
diil-  i('ncc.b':tv\cen  the  manner  in  which  his  government  and  Us 
pco,  !.:  are  add  re  tied.  Mis  government  are  charged  wkh  coode- 
fcc-'^'-^Mi  TO  t)ic  iiigg'.'iiions  of  the  ancient  tyrants  of  his  couotryt 
but  ilii  p'Tplc  are  confulered  as  loving  liberty,  and  they  are  tobe 
;iHnv.  d  ot  the  perpetual  clletm  of  France.  This  efteem  they  sie 
to  V.  ciL;}i  a^aini;  thr  cral'ty  carcifes  of  thofe  perfidious  perfons  who 
inediute  to  bring  thcin  back  to  their  former  lUvery.* 
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When  this  fpcedh,  thus  addrcflfed  direflly  to  the  government 
ahd  people  of  the  United  States,  in  the  face  of  Europe  and  the 
world,  came  to  be  confidered  in  connexion  with  other  mcafures  ; 
when  it  came  to  be  confidered  in  connexion  with  the  wide-fprcad- 
ing  devaflation  to  which  their  commerce  was  fubjedled,  with  the 
cruel  fcveritics  pradi fed  on  their  feamen,  with  the  recall  of  the 
minifter  of  Franec  from  the  United  States,  and  the  very  extraor* 
dinary  manner  in  which  that  recall  was  (ignified  by  him  both  to 
the  government  and  people,  with  the  refufal  even  to  hear  the 
meiTcnger  of  peace,  deputed  from  the  United  States  for  the  fole 
purpofe  of  conciliation  ;  it  could  not  fail  to  m^ke  on  ihe  Ameri- 
can mind  a  deep  and  a  ferious  impreflion*  It  was  confidered  as  a 
fzSt  too  important  to  be  held  from  the  Congrefs,  by  that  depart- 
ment of  the  government  which  is  charged  with  the  duties  of 
maintaining  its  intcrcourfe  with  foreign  nations,  and  of  making 
communications  to  the  legiflature  of  the  Union.  The  Prefident^ 
therefore,  did  communicate  it  in  the  following  vrorisi  **  With 
this  condu£t  of  the  French  government  it  will  be  proper  to  take 
into  view  the  public  audience  given  to  the  late  minider  of  the 
United  States  on  his  taking  leave  of  the  Executive  Directory. 
The  fpeech  of  the  Prcfident  difclofes  fenliments  more  alarming 
than  the  refufal  of  a  minider,  becaufe  more  dangerous  to  our 
independence  and  union,  and  at  the  fame  time  fludioufly  marked 
with  indignities  towards  the  government  of  the  United  States., 
It  evinces  a  difpofition  to  feparate  the  people  of  the  United  States 
from  the  government ;  to  perfuade  them  that  they  have  different 
aife£)ions,  principles,  and  intercfts,  from  thofe  of  their  fellow-citi- 
zens, whom  they  ihemfclves  have  choftn  to  manage  their  com- 
mon concerns;  and  thus  to  produce  divifions  fatal  to  our  peace. 
Such  attempts  ought  to  be  repelled  with  a  dccifion  which  (hall 
convince  France  and  the  world,  that  we  are  not  a  degraded  peo- 
ple, humiliated  under  a  colonial  fpirit  of  fear  and  fcnfe  of  infe- 
riority, fitted  to  be  the  mifcrable  inftruments  of  foreign  influence, 
and  regardlefs  of  national  honour,  charader,  and  intereit. 

**  I  ihould  have  been  happy  to  have  thrown  a  veil  over  thefe 
tranfad^ions,  if  it  had  been  po/Tible  to  conceal  them;  but  they 
have  palfcd  on  the  great  theatre  of  the  world,  in  the  face  of  all 
Europe  and  America,  and  with  fuch  circumllanccs  of  publicity 
and  folcmnity,  that  they  cannot  be  difguifcd,  and  will  not  foon 
be  forgotten  ;  they  have  infli«3cd  a  wound  in  the  y\merican  bread. 
It  is  my  finccre  dclirc,  however,  that  it  may  be  healed." 

It  is  hoped  that  ihis  communication  will  be  viewed  in  its  true 
Vight,  that  it  will  no  longer  be  confidered  as  a  denunciation  of  the 
txcoitivc  Uire^^li.ry,  but  as  the  ftatcment  of  an  all-important 
faft  by  one  deputmcnt  of  the  American  government  to  another, 
the  making  of  wliiwh  was  enjoined  by  duties  of  the  highcll  obli- 
£aiion. 

^  II  2  The 
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The  undcrrigncJ  have  now,  Citizen  Mininer,  palTed  through 
the  complaints  you  urge  againfl  the  government  of  the  United 
States,  They  have  endeavoured  to  confider  thofe  complaints  im- 
partiallyy  and  to  weigh  them  in  the  fcales  of  juflice  and  of  truth. 
If  any  of  them  be  well  foondedi  France  herfelf  could  not  demand 
more  readily,  than  America  would  make,  reparation  for  the  in- 
jury fuftained.  The  Prefident  of  the  United  States  has  faid,  "  If 
we  have  committed  errors,  and  thefe  can  be  demonftrated,  we 
ihnll  be  willing  to  corredl  them ;  if  we  have  done  injuries,  we 
fhall  be  willing,  on  convidlion,  to  redrefs  them."  Thefe  difpo- 
fitions  on  the  part  of  the  government  have  been  felt  in  all  their  force 
by  the  underflgned,  and  have  conftantly  regulated  their  condufi. 

The  underflgned  will  not  refume.  Citizen  Minifter,  the  pain- 
ful tafk  of  re-nrging  the  multiplied  injuries  which  have  been 
accumulated  on  their  country,  and  which  have  been  in  fome 
degree  detailed  in  their  memorial  of  the  17th  Jannary  laft.  They 
cannot,  however,  decline  to  remonftrate  againfl  a  meafure  whicii 
has  been  announced  fmce  that  date.  The  Legiflative  Councils 
of  the  French  republic  have  decreed  that, 

ift,  "  The  condition  of  (hips,  in  every  thing  which  concemt 
their  charadler  as  neutrals  or  enemies,  (hall  be  determined  by 
their  cargo;  confequently  every  velTel  found  at  fea,  laden  in  whole 
or  in  part  with  merchandife  coming  out  of  England,  or  its  pof- 
feffions,  fliull  be  declared  good  prize,  whoever  may  be  the  pro- 
prietors of  fuch  commodities  or  merchandife." 

2dly.  *'  No  foreign  vcflTel,  which  in  the  courfe  of  its  voyage  (hall 
have  entered  into  an  Englifh  port,  (hall  be  admitted  into  any  port 
of  the  French  republic,  but  in  the  cafe  of  neceflTiiy;  in  which 
cafe  fiich  vtHl'l  fhail  be  obliged  to  depart  from  fuch  port  fo  foon 
as  the  caiife  of  entry  fhall  have  ceafed." 

"I'his  decree  too  deeply  affedls  the  interefts  of  the  United  States 
to  remain  unattended  to  by  their  minifters.  They  pray  you, 
therefore,  Citizen  Minifter,  to  receive  their  refpeftful  reprefeat* 
ations  concerning  it. 

The  object  of  the  decree  is,  to  cut  off  all  dircfl  intercourfc 
between  neutrals  and  Great  Britain,  or  its  pofTelTions,  and  to 
prevciu  the  acquifition,  even  by  circuitous  commerce,  of  ihofe 
artick'S  which  come  from  England  or  its  dominions. 

The  right  of  one  nation  to  exchange  with  another  the  furpluf 
produce  of  its  labour,  for  thofe  articles  which  may  fupply  it» 
wants  ur  adminiller  to  its  comfort,  is  too  eflcntial  to  have  becifr 
ever  ctalfcd  among  thofe  admitted  to  be  in  any  degree  doubtfuL 
It  is  a  right,  in  ceding  which  a  nation  would  cede  the  privilege  oC 
reiMilating  fis  own  intcrells  and  providing  for  ks  own  welfare. 
When  any  two  nations  ihall  choofe  to  make  war  on  each  other, 
they  have  never  been  confidered,  nor  can  they  be  confidercd  as 
the  reby  authorizing  themfclves  to  impair  the  efTential  rights  of 

thofe 
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thofe  who  may  cboofc  to  remain  at  peace.  ^  Confcqtiently  thclfe 
rights,  tlic  free  exercife  of  which  is  elfential  to  its  intercfts  anil 
^welfare,  mull  be  retained  by  a  neutral  power,  whatever  natioos 
may  be  involved  in  a  war. 

The  right  of  a  belligerent  to  reftrain  a  neutral  from  adiiltng 
his  enemy  by  fupplying  him  with  thofe  articles  which  arc  dcHned 
as  contraband,  has  been  univerfally  fubmitted  to ;  but  to  cut  off 
all  intercourfe  between  neutrals  and  an  enemy,  to  declare  (hac 
any  fingle  article  which  may  have  come  from  the  poflclfions  of  an 
enemy,  whoever  may  be  its  owner,  (hall  of  itfcU  be  fufiicicm  to 
condemn  both  veflel  and  cargo,  is  to  exercife  a  control  over  the 
conduA  of  neutrals  which  war  can  never  give,  and  which  is  alike 
incompatible  with  their  dignity  and  their  welfare* 

Tlie  rights  of  belligerents  are  the  fame.  If  this  might  be  cxer- 
cifcd  by  one,  fo  might  it  be  exercifcd  by  every  other.  If  it  might 
be  exercifcd  in  the  prefcnt,  fo  it  might  be  exercifed  in  every  future 
war.  Tliis  decree  is,  therefore,  on  the  part  of  France,  the  prac* 
tical  aflfertion  of  a  principle  which  would  deftroy  all  direift  or 
circuitous  commerce  between  belligerent  and  neutral  powciSp 
which  would  o^tcn  interrupt  the  bufincfs  of  a  large  portion  of  t]>e 
world,  and  withdraw  or  change  the  employment  of  a  very  conit* 
derable  portion  of  the  human  race. 

This  is  not  all.  It  is  the  exercife  of  a  power  which  war  is  not 
admitted  to  give,  and  which,  therefore,  may  be  affumed  in  peace 
as  well  as  war. 

It  cirentially  afTcds  the  internal  economy  of  nations,  and  de* 
ranges  that  courfe  of  induftry  which  they  have  a  right  to  purfuCf 
and  on  wiiich  their  profpcrity  depends. 

I'o  acqiiiefce,  therefore,  in  the  cxifting  (late  of  things,  under  a 
principle  fo  cxtcnfive  and  fo  pernicious,  is  to  ellabliih  a  precedent 
tor  national  degradation,  which  can  never  ceafe  to  apply,  and 
\vhich  will  authorize  any  meafures  which  power  may  be  difpofctl 
tu  praclifc. 

1-  ranee,  therefore,  will  perceive  that  neutral  governments, 
whatever  may  be  their  difpofitions  towards  this  republic,  are  im- 
J>ellcci  by  duties  of  the  highefl  obligation,  to  remonftrate  againft  a 
decree,  which  at  the  fame  time  invades  their  intercfls  and  their 
ifidcjxridcncc,  which  takes  from  them  the  profits  of  an  honefl  and 
lawlul  indultry,  as  well  as  the  inefUmable  privilege  of  conduding 
thjtir  own  affairs  as  their  own  judgments  may  direct. 

It  i>  hoped  tiiat  the  remonilrances  of  the  United  States  on  this 
f^iibjecl  will  derive  additional  force  from  their  fubfifting  engage- 
^ticnts  with  1  rancc,  and  from  a  fituation  peculiar  to  themfelves. 

The  twenty-third  article  of  the  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce 

^f  the  6lh  of  I'chr'iary  1778,  is  in  thefe  words:  "  It  fliall  be 

^a^xfiil  tor  all  ajid  fingular  the  fuh)c£tsof  the  moil  Chriflian  Kinif, 

^itii  the  citizens,  people,  and  inhabitanib  of  the  faid  Uiiited  States, 
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to  fail  with  their  (hips,  with  all  manner  of  liberty  am?  feciirity, 
no  dill iiKf^l ion  being  mafle  who  arc  the  proprietors  of  the  nicr- 
chandifcs  laden  thereon,  from  any  port  to  the  places  of  tbofe  who 
now  are,  or  hereafter  iliall  be  at  enmity  with  the  mcft  Chriftian 
King  or  the  United  States.  It  (hall  I  ike  wife  be  lawful  for  the 
fubjedls  and  inhabitants  aforefaid,  to  fail  with  the  Ihips  and  mer- 
chandifcs  aforc-mciuioned^  and  to  trade  with  the  fame  liberty  and 
fccnrity  from  the  places,  ports,  and  havens  of  thofe  who  arc  ene- 
mies of  both  or  either  parry,  without  any  oppofition  or  dillurb* 
ancc  whatfocver,  not  only  dirctt'sy  from  the  places  of  the  enemy 
before  mentioned  to  neutral  places,  but  alfo  from  one  place  be- 
longing to  an  enemy,  to  another  plaCe  belonging  to  an  enemy, 
^^hether  they  be  under  ihc  jurifdiftion  of  the  faid  prince,  or  under 
fcvcral.  And  it  is  hereby  (tipulated,  that  (tcc  iTiips  (hall  alfo 
give  a  freedom  to  goods,  and  that  every  thing  (hall  be  deemed  to 
be  ficc  and  exempt  which  (hall  be  found  on  board  the  (hips  be- 
longing to  the  fubjecfls  of  either  of  the  confederates,  although 
the  whole  lading,  or  any  part  thereof,  (hould  appertain  to  the 
enemies  of  either  ;  contraband  goods  being  always  excepted.  Jt 
is  alfo  agreed,  in  like  manner,  that  the  fame  libe|>y  be  extended 
to  perfons  who  arc  on  board  a  free  (hip,  with  this  cfFefl,  that 
alihongh  they  he  enemies  to  both  or  either  party,  they  arc  not  to 
be  taken  out  of  that  free  (hip,  unlefs  they  arc  foldicrs,  and  in 
actual  fervkc  of  the  enemy." 

The  two  nations  contemplating  and  providing  for  the  cafi: 
when  one  may  be  at  war,  and  the  other  at  peace,  folemnly  (lipu- 
latc  and  pledge  themfelvcs  to  each  other,  that  in  fuch  an  event  the 
fubjefls  or  citi'/.ens  of  tl.e  party  at  peace  may  freely  trade  with  the 
enemy  of  the  other,  may  freely  fail  wiih  their  (hips  in  all  manner 
of  fecuriiy,  to  and  from  any  port  or  place  belonging  to  fuch 
enemy.  Not  only  goods  coming  from  the  hodilc  territory,  but 
the  very  goods  of  the  enemy  himfelf,  may  be  carried  with  fafcty 
in  the  veflcis  of  either  of  the  contracting  parties. 

You  will  perceive,  Citizen  Minider,  without  requiring  the 
underfigncd  to  execute  the  painful  ta(k  of  drawing  the  conlrafti 
how  openly  and  entirely  the  decree  of  the  Councils  oppofes  itfelf 
to  the  treaty  between  France  and  the  United  Stater. 

In  addition  to  the  hitherto  unceded  rights  of  a  fovereignand 
independent  nation,  in  addition  to  the  rit^ht  flipulated  by  com- 
pact, the  undcrlit;ncd  will  refpcftfully  fubmit  other  con fidcrations 
l^rowing  out  of  the  peculiar  lituation  of  the  Unit'd  States,  mani- 
icQing  the  particular  hardihips  the  decree  complained  of  mutt 
impofe  on  them. 

In  poTellion  of  a  rich,  extenfivc,  and  unfottlcd  coimtry,  the 

labour  of  the  United  States  is  not  yet  fuflicient  for  the  full  culti- 

vation  of  its  foil,  aiid  confequcntly  but  a  very  fmall  portion  of  1^ 

iian  have   bciju  ^pj^licd  to  manufadurcs.     Articles  of  the  M^ 

nccc(rity 
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neccfTity  and  comfort  are  imported  in  exchange  for  provifions  and 
tor  the  raw  materials  which  are  the  growth  of  the  country,  aiid 
which  its  inhabitants  are  accullomed  to  raife. 

It  is  at  any  time  extremely  difficult,  nor  is  it  prafticable  with- 
out great  lofs,  to  change  fuddenly  the  habits  of  a  whole  people, 
and  that  courfe  of  indudry  in  which  their  population  and  their 
real  intcrcils  have  engaged  them.  An  agricultural  cannot  fud- 
denly, and  at  will,  become  a  manufafluring  people  ;  the  United 
Slates  cannot  inilantaneoufly,  on  the  mere  pafling  of  a  decree, 
transfer  to  the  roanufafture  of  articles  heretofore  imported,  fuch 
a  portion  of  their  labour  as  will  at  the  fame  time  furnilh  a  mar- 
ket tor  the  furplus  commodities,  and  a  fupply  for  the  wants  of 
the  cultivator  of  the  foil.  It  is  therefore  Icarcely  poflible  for 
them  to  furrendcr  their  foreign  commerce. 

Independent  of  the  right  they  polVefs  in  common  with  others 
to  fearch  for  and  choofe  the  bcft  markets,  it  is  believed  that  the 
fupplies  they  need  could  with  difficulty,  in  the  atflual  ftate  of  the 
world,  be  completely  furnifhed,  without  the  aid  of  England  and 
its  pofTeffions.  It  is  not  pretended  that  France  manutadlurcs  at 
prefent  for  foreign  confumption,  nor  do  the  underflgncd  fuppofe 
that  there  exills  a  market  where  the  citizens  of  the  United  States 
can  obtain  in  exchange  the  articles  they  need  and  are  accuilomcd 
to  confume,  if  thofe  coming  out  of  England  and  its  polfeffions  be 
entirely  excluded.  A  variety  of  other  con fi derations,  and  efpc- 
cislly  the  difficulties  individuals  mufl  encounter  in  fuddenly  break- 
ing old  and  forming  new  connexions,  in  forcing  all  their  com- 
merce into  chainiels  not  yet  well  explored,  in  trading  without  a 
fufficicnt  capital  to  countries  where  they  have  no  credit,  combine 
to  render  ahnod  impoffiblc  an  immediate  dilfolution  of  commercial 
intercourfc  between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain. 

If  then  the  decree  complained  of  Ihall  be  executed  on  American 
vclTels,  it  can  only  increafe  grievances  already  but  too  coniidcrablc, 
and  transfer  the  carriage  of  Englifli  manufa£lures  for  American 
confumption,  from  their  own  to  British  bottoms,  failing  under 
the  protetition  of  a  convoy.  Inftead  of  wounding  England,  it 
will  probably  aggrandize  its  marine,  by  facrificing  the  remnant  of 
that  of  the  United  States,  and  by  dedroying  that  fyflem  of  policy 
by  v^hich  they  have  heretofore  fought  to  give  their  own  veffcls 
that  portion  oi  their  own  carrying  trade,  which  would  oiherwife 
be  enjoyed  by  Briiilli  merchants. 

You  have  made  fome  general  animadverOons  on  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  which  the  underfigned  feel  tbemfclves 
bound  briefly  to  notice. 

You  have  charged  that  government  with  giving  inftruflions 
not  in  the  fincerc  intention  of  arriving  at  pacific  refults,  and  yet 
the  underfigned  have  offered  to  change  thofe  claufcs  in  the  treaty 

of 
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of  1778,  which  have  become  inconvenient  to  France,  and  to  re- 
pair any  injuries  which  may  have  been  committed. 

You  have  charged  that  government  with  omitting  nothing  to 
prolans;  and  aiigintnt  the  mifunderflanding  between  the  two  re- 
publics ;  but  docs  not  the  fad,  that  the  undcrdgned  arc  now  in 
Paris,  iurnifli  pcrfualive  evidence  to  the  contrary? 

You  have  charged  it  with  fcarching  to  juftify,  by  deceitful 
appearances^  the  pr«:judices  with  which  it  furrounds  at  picafure 
the  name  of  the  republic,  and  the  fyftem  of  exafperation  and 
fcparation  purfucd  in  this  refpedl  with  the  iirangeft  obflinacy. 
But  has  not  this  republic,  in  terms  the  moft  cordial,  been  again 
and  again  entreated  to  enter  into  a  candid  inveftigation  of  the 
niutual  complaints  of  the  two  nations  ?  Have  not  thefe  entreaties 
been  unnoticed,  whiltl  the  mini (lers  deputed  to  make  them  have 
remained  unaccredited  r 

You  have  charged  it  with  wifliing  to  fcizc  the  firft  favourabic 
occafion  for  con fum mating  an  intimate  union  with  a  power,  to. 
"Wards  which  a  devotion  and  a  partiality  are  profelled  which  have 
long  GonlHtuted  the  principle  of  the  condu£l  of  the  federal  govern- 
ment ;  but  whilil  no  devotion  or  partiality  has  been  exprefled  for 
any  nation  except  France,  have  not  the  United  States  made,  and 
are  they  not  flill  making  the  mod  extraordinary  efforts  to  reilore 
the  broken  relations  between  the  two  republics? 

In  a  letter  difcufling  the  important  intercfts  of  two  great  na- 
tions, the  underfigned  are  unwilling  to  introduce  what  relates  per- 
fonally  to  themfelvcs. 

This  unwifhed-for  taflc  has  been  rendered  a  duty,  by  afcribing 
to  them  opinions  and  relations  which  exift  in  imagination  only, 
and  by  adducing  thofe  fuppofed  opinions  and  relations  as  proofs  of 
an  indtfpoiition,  on  the  part  of  the  government  which  has  deputed 
them,  towards  that  accommodation  which  has  been  fought  fc» 
unremittingly  through  all  thofe  difficulties  and  impediments  witba 
nvhich  the  puvfuit  has  been  embarralFcd. 

You  are  plcafed  to  add,  that  thefe  intentions  arc  fo  little  diF— ' 
gnifcd,  "  that  nothing  feems  to  have  been  neglcfled  at  Philadcl-— " 
phia,  to  man i fed  them  to  every  eye.  It  is  probably  with  this^ 
view  ti)at  it  has  been  judged  proper  to  fend  to  the  French  republic^ 
pcrfons  whofe  opinions  and  relations  are  too  well  known  to  hopc^ 
from  them  difpofitions  lincerely  conciliatory." 

The  opinions  and  relations  of  the  trnderfigned  are  purely  Ame— -* 
f'rcan,  unmixed  with  any  particle  of  foreign  tint.     It  they  pofltf! 
a  i]uatity  on  which  they  |>ride  themfelves,  it  is  an  attachment  t 
ihc  happincfs  and  welfare  of  their  country;  if  they  couid  at  wii 
fclcft  the  mi#ns  of  manifcfting  that  attachment,  it  would  be  bj^ 
cffccUng  a  fuicerc  and  re:il  accommodation  between  France  an 
the  United  States,  on  piint  iplcs  promoting  the  interells  of  both 
and  couliilent  with  the  indcpenduKe  of  the  latter. 

Il 
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It  requires  no  afTurance  to  evince  that  every  real  American 
mutt  viUh  finccrcly  to  extricate  his  coimtry  from  the  ills  it  fufFcrSy 
anJ  from  the  greater  ills  with  which  it  is  threatened ;  but  all 
who  love  liberty,  mull  admit  that  it  does  not  exift  in  a  nation 
which  cannot  exercife  the  right  of  maintaining  its  neutrality.  If 
**  opinions  and  relations,"  fuch  as  thefe,  arc  incompatible  with 
*'  difpofitions  fincercly  conciliatory/*  then  indeed  has  the  federal 
government  chofcn  unfit  inftniments  for  the  expreflions  of  its 
pacific  difpoiltion* 

You  contrail  the  conduft  obfcrvcd  by  the  United  States,  under- 
analogous  circum fiances,  towards  the  cabinet  of  St.  James's,  with 
that  which  is  obfcrvcd  towards  this  republic.  You  fay,  that  on 
that  occafion  there  was  a  folicitiide  to  fend  to  London  miniders 
well  known  to  poffcfs  fentiments  conformable  to  the  objedls  ot' 
their  million  \  that  the  republic  has  a  right  to  count  upon  a  Ami- 
tar  deference  ;  and  that  if  a  like  attention  has  not  been  c^bferved 
with  rcfpefl  to  it,  it  is  too  probable  that  it  muil  be  attributed  to 
the  views  already  indicated. 

If,  unfortunately,  the  cafes  (hall  exhibit  a  contrafl,  it  is  not 
to  be  fonnd  in  the  char:i61crs  the  United  States  have  thought  pro* 
per  to  employ,  or  in  the  conducl  of  their  government,  othcrwife 
than  by  the  fiiperior  attention  n;anifcfled  towards  this  republic^ 
and  never  fhown  to  any  other  nation,  in  deputing  to  it,  with 
ample  powers,  three  envoys  extraordinary  and  tiiinifters  plenipo- 
tentiary from  the  three  p;reat  di\  ifions  of  the  United  States.     Thfe 
niinillers  fent  to  the  cabinet  of  St.  James's  greatly  dcfervcd  th^ 
o»ntidence  of  their  countiy;   hut  tlicy  did  not   poflefs  fentiments 
more  conformable  to  the  (/bje^s  of  their  miifion  than  thofc  de- 
puted to  this  republic.     Thry  did  not  will*  more  ardently  to  cfFcft 
'c conciliation  ;  nor  i^  ii  In-lirvrd  that  any  perfons  who  could  l»avc 
been  deputed  to  that  *  jhin«'t,  would  hnvt;  ftibniitted  to  greater 
'-icrifircs  in  ordir  to  (jl'.i.iin  it.     Ha<l  iheir  application  for  com- 
l-^nfation  for  pall  ih juries,  and  fccurity  againi'l  their  future  com- 
■"tsiliion,  been  «)Tily  met  by  reouifirions,  a  compliance  with  which 
^^  cHild  invf»lve  their  r. .it ion  in  ills  of  which  war  periuips  might  not 
5^<i  the  moll  conhderisi'lc  ;  hnd  all  airempl.s  to  n*'nove  imfavourable 
■'nprclfions  f'aikil,  aiul  all  oflVrs  to  make  rxplanati<'r':  been  rc- 
J^-'Clcd;  can    it   be  bf  lii've*!,  tl*.«t  other  uiiniitcrs  (the  frit  having 
^  -en  orderc'l  oi,t   of  ihe  mition^.  would  liavc  waited  fix  months 
**Miccredittil,  f -'iLiJiuf:  p' r;r.i1''on  to  difphn  ihe  uprii^ht  princi- 
P'lAorj  v.hivh  f.ii.T  :V)V(.ion:ent  i-,D\l  aded,  and  the  amicable  fen* 
*' -rents  bv  wfrch  it  vva^.  animated  r 

'Ihe  in'.d' J  I'ned   arc  in'inced.  Citizen  Miniiler,  to  pray  your 

^^ttii:i,)n  to  thel    pI'.'tj  tni  h^^,  from  a  conviciio'i  that  ihev  mani- 

^^•it  i:nf  (juivniMns  ti;<   1 1  i.  Mill  /  temper  ol   the  fL;d:ral  government, 

*r.»itl.c  e\ii  :ri..  rcti:C'anrc  .vith  which  the  hope  of  an  accommo- 

'^•iion  wis  l-i»!ice  v. uula  be  leiinquilhcd. 

Vol.  Vil.  3  I  The 
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The  undcrfigncd  obfervc,  with  infinite  regret,  that  the  difpo^ 
fition  manifcdcd  to  treat  with  the  minifler  who  might  be  Telexed 
by  this  government,  is  not  accompanied  with  any  aflurances  of 
receding  from  thofe  demands  of  money  heretofore  made  the  con- 
fidcrations  on  which  alone  a  ceffation  of  hoftility  on  American 
commerce  could  be  obtained,  to  which  the  underfigned  have  not 
the  power  to  accede,  with  which  the  United  States  would  find  it 
extremely  difHcult  to  comply,  and  a  compliance  with  which  would 
violate  that  faith  pledged  for  the  obfervance  of  neutrality,  aod 
would  involve  them  in  a  difaftrous  war  with  which  they  have  no 
concern.  Nor  do  you  anfwer  to  the  applications  which  ha\'e 
been  made  for  compenfation  to  the  citizens  of  the  United  States 
for  property  which  fliall  be  proved  to  have  been  taken  contrary  to 
the  law  of  nations  and  exiting  treaties,  otherwife  than  that  you 
are  willing  to  difcufs  cafes  where  there  has  been  a  departure  from 
certain  principles,  which  principles,  in  fad,  involve  almoft  every 
cafe. 

You  have  fignified.  Citizen  Minifter,  that  the  Executive 
Directory  is  difpofed  to  treat  with  one  of  the  envoys,  and  you 
hope  that  this  overture  will  not  be  attended,  on  the  part  of  the 
underfigned,  with  any  ferious  difficulty.  Every  propofition  of 
the  Executive  Diredlory  is  confidcred  with  the  mod  minute  and 
refpcdlful  attention. 

The  rcfult  of  a  deliberation  on  this  point  is,  that  no  one  of  the 
underfigned  is  authorized  to  take  upon  himfelf  a  negotiation  evi- 
dently entrufled  by  the  tenour  of  their  powers  and  in(lru£lions  to 
the  whole .  nor  are  there  any  two  of  them  who  can  propofe  to 
withdraw  thcmfelves  from  the  ta(k  committed  to  them  by  their 
government,  while  there  remains  a  poflibility  of  performing  it. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  prejudices  faid  to  have  been  conceive<^ 
againft  the  miniflers  of  the  United  States  will  be  diflipated  by  tl^^ 
truths  they  have  flated. 

If  in  this  hope  they  (hall  be  difappointed,  and  it  fhould  betl^^ 
will  of  the  Dire£tory  to  order  paflTports  for  the  whole  or  any  nuni9 
ber  of  them,  you  will  picafe  to  accompany  fuch  pailports  wit    * 
letters  of  fafe  condudi,    which   will  entirely  proteA  from  tt^ 
cruifers  of  France,  the  velTcIs  in  which  they  may  refpediveT 
fail,  and  give  to  their  pcrfons,  fuite,  and  property,  that  per 
fccurity  to  which  the  laws  and  ufages  of  nations  entitle  them. 

They  pray  you.  Citizen  Minilter,  to  receive  the  renewal 
their  aifuranccs  of  profound  refpe£l  and  confideration. 

(Signed)         Charlks  Cotesworth  PiNCKii£Y« 

John  Marshall. 
E.  Gerry. 
(A  true  copy.) 

Henry  M.  Rutledge,  Secretary. 

4  Mtfair^ 
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Alifjage  from  the  Prejtdent  to  Congrefs. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and 
Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Reprcfentatives, 

WHILE  I  congratulate  you  on  the  arrival  of  General  Mar- 
fhall,  one  of   our  late  envoys  extraordinary  to  the  French  re- 
public, at  a  place  of  fafety,  where  he  is  juftly  held  in  honour, 
/  think  ii  my  duty  to  communicate  to  you  a  letter  received  by  him 
from  Mr.  Gerry,  the  only  one  of  the  three  who  has  not  received 
^'\s  coijge  :  this  letter,  together  with  another  from  the  minifter 
of  foreign   relations  to  him,  of  the  third  of  April,  and  his  an- 
^vver  of  the  fourth,  will  (how  the  (ituation  in  which  he  remains, 
his  intentions,  and  profpefls. 

I  prefume  that,  before  this  time,  he  has  received  frcfli  inftruc- 
tions  (a  copy  of  which  accompanies  this  meffage)  to  conferit  to 
no  loans  j  and  therefore  the  negotiation  may  be  confidered  at  an 
end. 

I  will  never  fend  another  minifter  to  France,  without  afliir- 
ances  that  he  will  be  received,  refpefted,  and  honoured,  as  the 
reprefentative  of  a  great,  free,  powerful,  and  indepc;ndent 
nation. 

United  States^  June  2i/}y   1798.  JOHM  Adams. 


My  dear  Sir,  Pan's,   i6tb  yfpril  1 798. 

THIS  I  expedl  you  will  receive  by  my  colleague  General  Mar- 
ftali,  who  carries  with  him  the  laft  letter  of  Mr.  Talleyrand  to 
the  American  envoys,  and  their  anfvver.  On  the  day  when  we 
fcnt  the  anfwer,  I  received  a  letter  from  the  minifter,  a  copy  of 
^hich,  and  my  anfwer,  is  enclofed.  I  have  not  fent  thefe  to  the 
fecretary  of  ftate,  becaufe  I  have  not  time  to  prepare  a  letter  to 
accompany  them.  Indeed  I  expeded  my  paffport  with  my  col- 
feagucs ;  but  am  informed  the  Diredlory  will  not  confent  to  my 
kaving  France;  and  to  bring  on  an  immediate  rupture,  by 
adopting  this  mcafure  contrary  to  their  wiflies,  would  be,  in  my 
*tnind,  unwarrantable.  The  objeft  of  Mr.  Talleyrand,  you  will 
perceive,  was  to  refume  onr  reciprocal  communications,  and  again 
todifcufs  the  fubjed  of  a  loan.  I  thought  it  beft,  in  my  an- 
fwer, not  merely  to  objcft  to  this,  but  to  every  meafure  that 
could  have  a  tendency  to  draw  me  into  a  negotiation.  I  accepted 
of  this  million,  my  dear  Sir,  to  fupport  your  adminiftration,  and 
have  brought  myfelf  into  a  predicament  ♦  which  you  muft  affift 


*  I  allude  tu  my  painful  refidence  here  as  a  political  cipher. 

3  I  2  me 
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mc  to  extricate  myfelf  from,  by  appointing  fome  others  to  fup- 
ply  the  places  of  myfelf  and  colleagues^  if  a  farther  progrefs  in 
this  budnefs  llioiild  be  found  prafticable.  I  have  only  a  nnoment 
to  add  my  bell  rcfpc£ts  to  ybur  lady,  and  my  aflbrances  of  the 
niufl  fincere  and  rcfpeflfnl  attachment, 

My  dear  Sir, 

Of  yours  finccrcly, 

E.  Gerry. 

Tke  Prejidcnt  of  the  United  States. 


Parlsy  the  i  ^th  Germinal^  6:h  Tear  of  the  French 
R'puhlic^  one  and  indlvijihle  (i^d  April  1 798}. 

The  A'Jinl/lcr  of  Foreign  Relations  to  Mr.  Gerry^  Envoy  Extraor' 
dinary  of  the  United  Stales  of  America  to  the  French  'Republicm 

I  SUPPOSE,  Sir,  that  Mcflrs.  Pinckney  and  Marrtiall  have 
tlionght  it  ufcfnl  and  proper,  in  confequence  of  the  intimations 
given  in  the  end  of  my  note  of  the  28th  Ventofe  laft,  and  the 
obfiaclc  which  their  known  opinions  have  interpofed  to  the  de- 
fircd  reconciliation,  to  quit  the  territory  of  the  republic.  On 
this  fnppofition,  1  have  the  honour  to  point  out  to  you  the  5th  or 
the  rth  of  this  decade,  to  refume  our  reciprocal  communications 
upon  the  intcrcfls  of  the  French  republic  and  the  United  States  of 
America. 

Receive,  I  pray  you,  the  afTurances  of  my  perfeft  confidcra- 
tion, 

Ch.  Mau.  Tallbyrand. 


Parls^  ^th  April  1798  (Germinal  15,  An6)> 

I  HAD  the  honour,  Citizen  Minifler,  of  receiving  your  let- 
ter of  the  14th  Germinal  (the  3d  inft.),  and  Mr.  Deutremcotf 
who  delivered  it,  informed  me  that  it  was  intended  to  be  ihowD 
to  Gtn.  Pinckney  and  Gen.  Marfhall. 

Whilrt  m-y  colleagues  and  luyfclf,  to  whom  the  government  of 
the  United  States  have  cntrullcd  the  affairs  of  the  embafly,  had  a 
joint  agency  therein,  I  have  carefully  imparted  to  them  all  the 
propofiijons  which  you   have  rcqiiefied,  and  the  relative  confcT' 
enccs  i  and  to  yourf^lf  our  dcciiions  thereon;  regretting,  at  the 
fame  iimc,  the  ontbrtUiiatc  and  embarrafling  circuniflanccs  which 
imp  .f<d  ov  mc  this  difagrceahlc  tafk.     But  as,  by  the  tenour  of 
your  leacr,  it  is  row  cxp  ^Tcd  that  they  will  quit  the  territory  of 
ihc  FrcULh  rep  bhc,   .?   \  ill  be  impoiliblc  for  me  to  be  the  rae- 
dijm  *:f,  or  \n  \,*\/,-  .:?  .  mcafurcs  which  will  be  painful  to  my 

colleague?, 
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colleagues,  or  not  to  afford  them  all  the  afliftance  in  my  power  ; 
and  it  would  b^e,  moreover,  inconfiftent  with  the  line  of  conduft 
which  you  well  know.  Citizen  Minifter^  I  have  uniformly  ob- 
fervedy  for  removing  the  unfavourable  impreflions  which  exifted 
on  the  part  of  this  government  againd  them :  indeed,  in  our  laft 
letter  there  is  ^conditional  application  for  paflports^  which,  as  it 
appears  to  me,  fuperfedes  the  neceflity  of  a  bint  to  them  on  this 
fubjeS ;  and  General  Marfliall  is  waiting  impatiently  for  an  an- 
fwer  to  that  part  of  it  which  refpcds  a  letter  of  fafe  condud  for 
the  vcflel  in  which  he  and  his  fuite  may  take  paifage  for  the 
United  States,  to  determine  whether  he  fball  embark  from 
France  or  Great  Britain  ;  but  the  unfortunate  fituation  of  Gene- 
ral Pinckney  with  rerpc£l  to  the  criti(fUl  ftate  of  his  daughter's 
health,  renders  it  utterly  impoflible  for  him  to  depart  under  exift- 
ing  circumftances. 

You  have  propofcd,  Citizen  MiniAcr,  the  5th  or  7th  of  thit 
decade  for  me  to  rcfume  (reprendrt)  our  reciprocal  commimica* 
tions  upon  the  interefts  of  the  French  republic  and  of  the  United 
States.  The  reciprocal  communications  which  we  h^ve  had  were 
fuch  only  as  I  have  alluded  to  in  the  beginning  of  this  letter,  un- 
lefs  your  propofltion  accompanied  with  an  injunAion  of  fccr^cjr 
for  me  to  treat  feparately,  is  confidered  in  this  light.  To  refuoie 
this  fubjed  will  be  unavailingi  becaufe  the  meafure,  for  the  rea« 
Tons  which  I  then  urged^  is  utterly  impradicable.  I  can  only 
then  confer  informally  and  unaccredited  on  any  fubjeft  refpeA- 
ing  our  miirion,  and  communicate  to  the  government  of  the 
United  States  the  rcfult  of  fuch  conferences,  being,  in  my  indi- 
vidual capacity,  unauthorized  to  give  them  an  official  (lamp. 
Ncvcrthclefs,  every  meafure  in  my  power,  and  in  conformity 
with  the  duty  I  owe  my  country,  ftiall  be  zealoufly  purfued,  to 
reflore  harmony  and  a  cordial  friendfliip  between  the  two  repub- 
lics. 

1  had  the  honour  of  calling  on  you  laft  evening,  for  tfec 
purpofc  of  making  this  communication  verbally,  but  as  you 
were  al»font,  to  prevent  mifconccptions,  I  have  thought  it  bcft  to 
rcdtice  it  to  writing. 

Accq^t,  I  pray  you,  Citizen  Minifter^  the  aflurances  of  my 
perfect  ellcem  and  rcfpcfl. 

£•   G£tRY, 

To  the  Annif^t-r  cf  Fcre/Fn  /fffairs  of 
the  F,  .n-l  Rtpuhiic. 


T, 
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To  Charles  Cotcfivorth  Pinckney^  John  Marjhallj  and  EU^sJgt 
Gerry^  EJifulrcSy  Envoys  Extraordinary  and  Minijicrs  PUnlpo^ 
tcntiary  from  the  United  Stages  of  jimcrica  to  the  French  Ripublic. 

Gentlemen, 

ON  tlie  4th  inftant  came  to  hand  your  firft  difpatches  fincc  yon 
arrived  at  Paris;  thefe  were  your  numbers  i,  4,  and  5;  and 
on  the  6th  inltant  your  numbers  2  and  3  were  reqeivcd.  On  the 
5th,  your  number  ^,  dated  the  8th  of  January,  and  a  tranflation 
of  the  meflfage  of  January  4th  from  the  Direftory  to  the  Council 
of  Five  Hundred,  were  laid  before  Congrefs.  In  this  letter. 
you  repeat,  **  that  there  exifts  no  hope  of  your  being  ofBcially 
received  by  that  government,  or  that  the  obje<Sls  of  your  miilion 
will  be  in  any  way  accomplifhed."  This  opinion  is  faodioned 
by  the  whole  tenour  of  your  communications;  and  we  truft  that 
foon  after  the  date  of  your  number  5,  you  clofed  your  tniflion^ 
by  demanding  palfports  to  leave  the  territories  of  the  French  re- 
public. 

An  official  copy  of  your  letters  of  credence  having  been  deli- 
vered to  the  minifter  lor  foreign  affairs,  and  by  him  laid  before 
the  Dircdory,  they  were  fufficiently  informed  of  the  great  ob- 
jc6ls  of  your  miifion;  and  confidcring  that  you  were  an  extraor- 
dinary delegation  from  an  independent  nation,  you  had  a  right  to 
cxpedl  a  prompt  and  refpeftful  reception.  The  fair  and  honour- 
able views  of  the  American  government,  which  dictated  your 
appointment  and  your  powers,  entitled  you  to  ex^eS  the  early 
appointment  of  a  commifllon  by  the  French  government,  with 
equal  powers  to  negotiate  on  all  the  matters  in  controverfv  be- 
tween them.  Had  the  French  government  been  influenced  by 
llmilar  views,  the  objcds  of  your  million  would  long  fince  hav^ 
been  accompli fhcd,  to  the  advantage  and  peace  of  both  nations.^ 
But  inftead  of  coming  forward  on  fuch  equal  and  proper  ground 
they  have  treated  you,  and,  through  you,  your  country,  wil 
extreme  negle«5L 

Under  thcfc  circumftanccs,  the  Prefident  prefumes  that  yot^ 
have  long  fince  quitted  Paris  and  the  French  dominions  ;  yet 
acluated  as  you  were  with  an  ardent  deli  re  to  preferve  peace 
wliich  you  knew  would  be  fo  grateful  to  your  country  ;  and  hav- 
ing for  this  obied  manifelkd  unexampled  patience,  and  fub— - 
mitted  to  a  feries  of  mortifications;  as  you  alfo  propofed 
make  one  more  direft  attempt,  fubfequcnt  to  the  date  of  you 
lafl  letter,  to  draw  the  French  government  to  an  open  negotia-— 
tion  ;  there  is  a  bare  pollibility  that  this  laft  eflx>rt  may  have  fuc— * 
ceeded:  the  Prefident  therefore  thinks  it  proper  to  dire£t — 

I.  That  if  you  arc  in  treaty  with  perfons  duly  authorized  bj^ 

lh(? 
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thfe  Direfiory,  on  the  fobjcAs  of  your  miffiony  then  you  are  to 
remain  and  expedite  the  completion  of  the  treaty,  if  it  fliouU 
not  have  been  concluded.  Before  this  letter  gets  to  hand,  you 
will  have  afcertained  whether  the  negotiation  is  or  is  not  con* 
duded  with  candour  on  the  part  of  the  French  government  t 
and  if  you  (hall  have  difcovered  a  clear  defign  to  .procraflinate^ 
you  are  to  break  oiF  the  negotiation,  demand  yo^ir  paflports,  and 
return.  For  you  will  confider  that  fuffenfi  is  ruinous  to  the  ef« 
feniial  intercfts  of  your  country. 

2.  That  if,  on  the  receipt  of  this  letter,  yoo  (hall  not  ha^ 
been  received,  or,  whether  received  or  not,  if  you  (hall  not  be 
in  treaty  with  perfons  duly  authorized  by  the  Diredory,  with  full 
and  equal  powers,  you  are  to  demand  your  pairports^  and  rcr 
turn. 

3.  In  no  event  is  a  treaty  to  be  purcbafed  with  money,  by 
loan,  or  otherwife.  There  can  be  no  fafety  in  a  treaty  (o  ob* 
taincd.  A  loan  to  the  republic  would  violate  our  neutrality  ; 
and  a  douceur  to  the  men  now  in  power  might  by  their  fuccef^ 
fors  be  urged  as  a  reafon  for  annulling  the  treaty,  or  as  a  prece- 
dent for  farther  and  repeated  demands. 

It  is  proper  to  apprize  you,  that  a  motion  has  been  made  in 
the  Senate,  and  will  doubtlefs  be  repeated  in  the  Houfe  of 
Reprefentatives,  to  defire  the  Pre(ident  to  lay  before  them  your 
communications ;  and  he  will  probably  be  under  the  neoeffity  of 
doing  it :  only  withhiriding  the  two  names  which  you  prouiued 
ihould  in  no  event  be  made  public. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  great  refped. 
Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  fervant, 

Timothy  PiCKtaivc^ 

Department  of  State,  Philadelphia, 
March  23^,    1798. 


Paris y   1 1  Pralrial  (May  30). 

^e  ATin'iJlcr    of  Foreign  Affairs    to  Mr.  Gerry,    Envoy  of  tb$ 

United  States. 
Sir, 

[  Herewith  tranfmit  you  a  London  newfpaper,  of  the 
1 5th  May  lad.  You  will  find  that  it  contains  a  very  (Irange 
publication.  I  perceive,  with  the  utmoft  furprife,  that  cer* 
^in  intrigans  have  availed  themfelves  of  the  referve  which  the 
^voys  oi  the  United  States  maintained,  to  make  propofals,  and 
^  hold  a  language,  the  obje£t  of  which  evidently  was  to  deceive 
you. 

I  requeft 
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1  rcqtieft  you  Immediately  to  communicate  to  me  the  names  for 
which  the  initials  W.  X.  Y.  and  Z.  (land ;  and  likewire  the 
name  of  the  lady  who  is  reprefented  to  have  had  converfations 
with  Mr.  Pinckney  upon  American  affairs.  If  you  hare  any 
rehidancc  to  fend  me  them  in  writing,  be  fo  good  as  communi- 
caie  them  confidentially  to  the  bearer* 

1  firmly  rely  upon  tlic  zeal  you  muft  feel  to  put  the  govern- 
ment in  a  fituation  thoroughly  to  inveftigate  thcfe  proceedings, 
bv  which  I  congratulate  you  in  not  having  been  dupedy  and 
which  you  cannot  but  wi(h  to  fee  cleared  up. 


jirifwer  of  Mr.  Gerry. 

Pitris,  May^jf  1798- 

I  HAVE  received,   Citizen  Miniflcr,  vour  letter  of  the  nth 
Prairial  (30th   May),  and   the  newfpapcr   to  which    it  alludes. 
The  new i paper  contains  the  whole  of  the  irregular  negotiations 
communicated  by  the  envoys  to  their  Government.     The  letter 
proves,  that  certain  intriguers  had  made  propofals  to  the  envoys, 
and  had  carried  on  converfations  with  them,  the  objcd  of  which 
evidently  was  to  impofc  upon  them.     You  accordingly  exprefs  a 
delirc  that  I  ihould  impart  to  you  their  names. 
'    If  thefe  pcrfons  have  not  been  authorized  to  con)e  fortvardj  or, 
being  invefted  with  deiinite   powers,  have  exceeded  them,  they 
have  outraged  the  French  government  and  the  envoys.    This 
puint  1  am  uot  competent  to  decide,  as  they  did  not  produce,  ai 
far  as  I  know,  any  authority,  any  document,  of  any  kind  what- 
ever. 

The  publications  in  q  weft  ion  are  fufHcicnt  to  prove  how  very 
delicate  my  fituation  is,  with  regard  to  the  name  of  thcfe  indivi- 
duali:  and  they  contained  circumdances  which  I  hope  will  ena- 
ble you  to  inveitigatc  the   affair  to  the  bottom,  without  infiiiing 
upon   any  other  commimicaiions  from  me.     At  the  fame  time, 
dcfirous   to   fhield  innocent  perfons  from  fufpicions,  by  which 
they  might  have  been  placed  In  an  awkwaid  fituation,  I  have  no 
objcfiion   to  declare,    that  three  of  the  individuals  nientionc^t 
are  foreigricrs,  and  that  the  fourth  a£led  only  as  meflcnger  zjdA 
interpreter. 

You  will  perceive.  Citizen  Minifter,  the  extreme  repugnance 
of  the  envoys  to  fiich  an  irregular  mode  of  negotiation^  frof^ 
their  anfwer  of  the  30th  Odober  to  certain  propofitions  which 
had  previouily  been  made  to  them.  Upon  the  ift  of  Noverob^^ 
they  determined  to  put  an  end  to  fuch  intercourfe,  and  they  kep* 
their  refolution,  notuithltanding  the  repeated  attempts  whi^l* 
were  fubfcquently   madcj    at  the  fame    time^    however,  the/ 

thoughc 
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tiuNight  it  their  duty  to  communicate  the  whole  to  their  govenj* 
ment. 

Accept^   Citizen  Miniftery    the  affiiraoce-  of.  mjr  profbmid 
cfteem. 


Hi  ACnifter  of  Fonlgn  Affairs  io  Mr*  Gerrj^   Envoy  of  tb$ 

Cnited  States. 

Sir»  Partsy  13  Prairialf  Tear  6  (Jnm  l)» 

I  RECEIVED  your  letter  of  yefierday ;  you  inform  me,  6rft^ 
that  the  newfpaper  I  fent  you  contains  the  whole  of  the  irregu- 
lar negotiations  communicated  by  the  envoys  to  their  government ; 
fccondly,  that  the  perfons  in  queftion^  as  far  as  you  know,  pro* 
diiced  no  authority,  no  document,  of  any  kind  whatever  to  ac* 
credit  them ;  thirdly,  that  three  of  the  individuals  meotloned^ 
tliat  is  to  fay,  in  the  order  in  which  1  placed  them,  W.  X*  Y» 
are  foreigners ;  and  that  the  fourth,  that  is  Z.  aded  only  at  n 
meflcnger  and  interpreter. 

Although  I  am  aware  of  the  repugnance  you  muft  feel  to  nanw 
thefe  individuals,  it  is  my  duty  to  entreat  you  to  make  that  feelinjT 
give  way  to  the  importance  of  the  objed.  Have  the  goodneft 
then,  I  (I,  Either  to  give  me  their  names  in  writing,  orcomnu* 
nicate  them  confidentially  to  the  bearer.  adUy,  To  nmm  the 
lady  to  whom  Mr.  Pinckney  alludes.  3dly,  To  tell  me  tf  wuf 
of  the  citizens,  employed  in  my  department,,  and  aiitliflrised'b|r 
me  to  fee  the  envoys,  faid  a  Tingle  word  which  had  the  leaft  ana* 
logy  to  the  fcandalous  propofition  (frofofition  cboquantej  made  by 
X.  and  Y.  with  refpe£l  to  the  payment  of  any  fum  whatever^ 
intended  to  be  pocketted  in  a  corrupt  manner. 


Anfwir  of  Mr.  Gtrrj. 

Citizen  Minifter,     Paris^  'jjijuru  1 798,  xhthPrairiaU  Tear  6. 

I  HAVE  received  your  letter  of  the  13th  Prairial,  in  wbtch» 
ifter  having  quoted  part  of  mine  of  the  31ft  of  May,  you  prefa 
■ne  immediately  to  give  way  to  the  importance  of  the  objeA;  and 
ift.  To  give  you  in  writing,  or  to  comraimicate  confidentially 
to  the  bearer,  the  names  of  the  perfons  for  whom  the  letters  Wt 
X.  Y.  Z.  (land.  2dly,  To  name  the  lady  alluded  to  by  Mr. 
Pinckney.  3dlyf  To  declare  whether  any  of  the  citizens  belong« 
si^  to  your  office,  and  authorized  by  you  to  fee  the  envoys,  ever 
JUd  a  word  which  had  the  leaft  analogy  to  the  fcandalous  propo** 
kion  made  by  X.  and  Y.  refpeding  the  payment  of  any  fum 
whatever,  to  be  pocketted  in  a  corrupt  manner.  With  regard  to 
he  perfons  undcrftood  by  the  letters  X.  Y.  Z.  1  ihall  fend  yois 
heir  names,  authenticated  by  my  hand  and  fcal^  if  you  afluie  mA 
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that  they  iliall  not  be  publiflicd  as  coming  from  me ;  although  thra 
tnealurc  docs  not  appear  to  me  necefTaryi  in  order  to  difcover  the 
whole  of  them 9  and  as  Z*  informs  me,  that  he  has  voluntarily 
avowed  himfclf.  But  W.  never  having  faid  a  word  to  me  refpefl- 
ing  X.  or  any  part  of  our  communications,  I  take  it  for  granted, 
that  the  manitclt  impropriety  of  which  I  (hould  be  guilty  in  doing 
W'hat  you  defire  upon  a  hcarfay,  will  be  a  fufficient  excufc  for 
omitting  his  name.  It  is  not  in  my  power  to  give  you  the  name 
of  any  lady,  for  no  lady  has  had  any  political  communication  with 
me  fince  my  arrival  in  Paris.  With  regard  to  the  citizens  em- 
ployed in  your  department,  and  authorized  by  you,  in  your  offi- 
cial communications,  I  cannot  recolle£l  a  word  uttered  by  any 
one  of  them  which  had  the  lead  analogy  to  the  propofitions  made 
by  X.  and  Y.  in  their  irregular  negotiations,  with  refpeit  to  the 
payment  of  money  to  be  pocketted  in  a  corrupt  manner.  1  beg 
you  to  accept.  Citizen  Minilier,  the  aflurances  of  my  perfect 
edeem  and  rcfpcdl. 

Th£  Aftnj/lcr  of  Foreign  AffciUs  to  Mr,  Gerry,  Envoy  oftht  Uniui 

States* 

Sir,  Par  is  J   iSth  Prairial  (Jum  7;)* 

I  HAVE  juft  received  your  letter  of  yeflerday. — You  may  fend 
fne,  in  perfect  confidence,  the  names  to  which  you  allude  under 
your  hand  and  fcal.  1  give  you  the  alTurance,  that  they  fliall  not 
be  pubiifhed  as  coming  from  you. 

Accept,  etc. 

Note. — The  names  were  accordingly  tranfmittcd  to  the  miniilcr* 
by  whom  they  were  immediately  recorded. 


71?  the  Minijlcr  of  Foreign  Affairs. 

Paris^   l^th  Prairial (May  ^l). 

MR.  GERRY  has  communicated  to  me  the  letter  Which 
you  yeflerday  wrote  him,  in  which  you  exprefsly  defire  him  to 
acqtiaint  you  with  the  names  of  the  pcrfonsunderitood  by  the  let- 
ters W.  X.  Y.  Z.  referred  to  in  the  correfpondence  of  the  Ame- 
rican envoys,  printed  in  a  public  pap*er  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  dated  lath  April. 

My  delicacy  could  not  but  be  feverely  hurt  to  fee  myfclf, 
under  the  appellation  of  Z.  performing  a  part  in  the  company  of 
certain  intrigansj  whofe  objed,  doubtlefs,  was  to  derive  advan- 
tage from  the  credulity  of  the  American  envoys,  and  to  mak« 
them  their  dupes.  Finding  myfcif  implicated  in  this  affair,  and 
defirous  to  remove  the  uneaiinefs  I  felt,  refpeding  the  difagree- 
abie  impreffions^  and  the  coiifc^uencesi  which  the  publication  of 

your 
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your  letter  to  Mr.  Gerry  may  have  occafionecl,  I  thoaght  it  mj 
'diKy  to  fee  you  without  delay,  and  to  entreat  you»  Citizen 
Miniller>  to  ha^-e  the  goodnefs  to  give  me  your  declaration  in 
writing,  that  in  the  interviews  I  had  with  thcfe  gentlemen  I 
followed  up  the  communication  which  you«employed  me  to  tranf* 
mit  to  them  in  the  manner  which  I  now  proceed  to  explain. 

In  the  beginning  of  laft  Brumaire,  having  gone  to  pay  my 
refpcds  to  the  minider  of  foreign  affairs,  and  the  converfation 
having  turned  upon  the  United  States  of  America,  he  exprelfed  lo  me 
hii  furprifc  that  no  Americans,  and  particularly  the  new  envoys^ 
ever  came  to  his  houfe  ;  that  this  was  not  the  way  to  open  the  nego* 
tlaiion,  for  the  fuccefs  of  which  they  had  more  reafon  than  us  to  be 
concerned ;  that  he  would  receive  them  individually  with  great  plea-^ 
fure,  and  particularly  Mr.  Gerry,  whom  he  had  known  at  Bof* 
ton.  Knowing  the  friendihip  which  I  maintained  with  Mr* 
Cicrry,  he  dciired  me  to  communicate 'to  them  what  he  had  faid* 
I  accordingly  waited  upon  Mr.  Gerry,  who,  having  fent  for  his 
colleagues,  imparted  to  them  the  converfation  which  I  had  had 
with  the  Citizen  Miniller.  Meflrs.  Pinckney  aiKi  Mar(hall,  from 
motives  of  etiquette,  refufed  to  wait  upon  the  minifter ;  but  as  the 
fame  reafons  did  not  apply  to  Mr.  Gerry,  it  was  agreed  that  we 
lliould  go  next  day  to  the  minifter*s  houfe,  and  that  I  (hould 
acc'jmpany  them.  At  this  pcrio<l  Mr.  Gerry  could  not  exprcfshim^ 
fclf  in  French.  Next  day  we  accordingly  went ;  but  the  minifter 
not  bein^  at  home,  Mr.  Gerry  rcquefted  that  a  day  (hould  be  named 
for  :}.c  \ilit,  and  it  was  tixed  for  a  few  days  afterwards.  We  went 
to  tl.L*  place  of  meeting,  and  after  the  ufual  compliments,  Wr« 
Gerry  having  exprelfed  to  the  minifter  his  wiih  to  fee  harmony 
rc-ettablilhed  between  the  republics,  the  minillcr  replied,  that  the 
Directory  had  come  to  the  determination  not  to  treat  with  thetn 
till  they  had  made  reparation  for  fomc  articles  in  the  fpecch  of 
the  Frelklcnt  :»t  the  opening  of  the  Congrefs,  and  given  an 
explanation  of  fome  others  ;  that  he  could  only  put  off  for  a  few 
davs  making  an  official  communication  to  them  of  this  cletcrmina- 
fiori  ;  that  tdl  then  if  they  had  any  propofitions  to  inake  which 
could  be  ai^rceablc  to  the  IDiredlory,  he  would  prcfent  them  with 
the  uttnoit  ulacriry;  that  cor.fidering  the  circumftance  and  the 
fciviccs  of  a  limilar  kind  uhich  France  had  performed  on  a  flmi- 
lar  t)Ccarion  lo  the  United  Stares,  the  beft  way  would  be  for  theoi 
to  otllr  a  loan  to  France  either  by  taking  Batavian  infcriptions  for 
the  fum  of  III  tec  II  or  fixteen  millions  of  florins,  or  in  any  other 
m inner  that  might  be  approved.  Mr.  Gerry,  after  replying  in  a 
polite  though  cvafive  manner,  on  the  firft  article,  added  on  the 
liibjecl  of  the  loan,  that  their  powers  did  not  extend  fofar,  but  that 
he  would  talk  over  the  matter  with  his  colleagues.  It  is  to  be 
obfcrve.l,  that,  as  the  mjiiiller  fpokc  nothing  bin  French,  I  rc- 
p;:ated  in  Eni^liil)  to  Mr.  Gerry  what  he  faid  j  and  that  although 
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ccrlaia  that  he  very  well  underftood  the  anfwers  of  Mr.  Gerry,  1 
repeated  them  to  him  in  French*  We  took  oar  leave  ot  the 
minifter,  who  then  received  a  courier,  and  he  defired  me  at  part- 
ing  to  repeat  to  Mr.  Gerry  and  his  colleagues  what  he  had  faid 
to  us.  Accordingly  I  repeated  to  MefTrs.  Pinckney  and  Marfliall, 
in  prefence  of  Mr.  Gerry,  the  converfation  we  had  had  with  the 
ininider. 

A  few  days  after,  Mr.  Gerry  requeued  me  again  to  accom- 
pany him  on  a  viiit  to  the  minifter,  and  having  renewed  his  ex- 
prelHons  of  the  extreme  dcdre  he  entertained  to  fee  the  mod  per- 
fe£l  union  re-eftablilhed  between  the  two  nations,  he  recurred 
to  the  infufficiency  of  their  power,  and  propofed  in  his  own 
name  and  that  of  his  colleagues,  that  one  of  them  (hould  imme- 
diately fet  out  for  America  with  the  conditions  which  the  French 
government  might  propofe.  The  minifter  anfwered,  that  it  would 
then  require  fix  months  to  have  an  anfwer,  and  that  it  was  of  the 
utmod  importance  to  come  to  a  fpeedy  rcfolution ;  that  he  was 
extremely  defirous  to  have  frequent  communications  with  them 
individually,  and  amicably.  This  appearing  to  him  to  be  the 
bed  means  to  at  rive  at  a  fpeedy  underftanding,  he  lamented  on 
this  account  that  he  had  yet  had  no  communication  with  them. 

Such,  Citizen  Minifter,  as  far  as  my  memory  can  recolleA, 
arc  the  details  of  the  two  converfations  at  which  I  was  prefenr. 
I  (hall  only  add,  that  no  perfon  wifhes  more  anxioufly  than  I  do 
to  fee  the  negotiation  brought  to  a  fuccefsful  conclufion. 

Health  and  rcfped. 

Hauteval. 


Senate  of  the  United  States,  yufy  18,  1798. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate, 

"DELIEVING  that  the  letter  received  this  morning  from  Gene- 
-"  ral  Wafliington,  will  give  high  fatisfaSion  to  the  Senate,  I 
tranfmit  them  a  copy  of  it,  and  congratulate  them  and  the  public 
on  this  great  event,  the  General's  acceptance  of  his  appointment| 
as  Lieutenant-general  and  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Army, 
United  States^  July  17,  1798.  JOHN  Abams. 


Dear  Sir,  Mount  Fernoftp  July  13,  1798. 

I  HAD  the  honour,  on  the  evening  of  the  ixth  inftaot,  Co  i«* 
ceive  from  the  hand  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  your  favour  of  the 
7th,  announcing  that  you  had,  with  the  advice  and  confenc  of 
the  Senate^  appointed  me  '<  Lieutenant-general  and  Commander 
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ID  Chief  of  aU  the  axmiei  I[aifc4r  or  to  bp  laUed^  for  the  tepnm 

<^  the  United  Sutes." 

1  oiiino^  exprtfs  how  greatly  iiflfedcd  I  ain  at  t(his  jiew  proof  of 
•ublic  confidence,  and, the  highly Jflatteriog  mantiei:  in  which  yos 
have  been  pleafed  to  make  the ^oommunjcation ;  at  the  fame  time^ 
Imuft  not  conceal  ffoni  you  my  earned  wilht  that  the  choice  hal 
fallen  upon  a  man  Icfe  declined  in  yearsi  and  better  qualified  !• 
encounter  the  ufual  yiciffitjLides  of  w^. 

You  know,  SiTf  what  calculation.  I  have  made  relative  to  the 
probable  courfe-  qf  fventf,  .on  my  retiring  from  office,  and  the 
determination  I  had-confoled  tn^felf  with,  of  clofine  the.remnanC 
of  my  days  in  .my  preicnt  peaceful  abode;  you  will  therefore  \m 
at  no  lofs  to  conceive  and  appreciate  the  (enfations  I  muft  haVe 
experienced,  to  bring  my  mind  to  any  conciufion  that  wotiM 
pledge  me,  at  fo  late  a  period  of  life,  to  leave  fcenet  1  fmcerelf 
love«  to  enter  upon  the  bonodlefs  field  of  public  aiCUony  ahccllant 
txouble,  and  high  refponilbility* 

*  It  was  not  poflible  for  me  to  remain  igiionnt  of,  or  indifferent 
to,  recent  tranfadions.  The  conduA  oi  the  Direfiory  of  Franco 
towards  our  country ;  their  inrK&Mii  hoftilii^  to  its  government  i 
their  various  praAices  to  withdraw  the  afie£Uons  of  the  jpeopld 
£rom  it ;  the  evident  tendency  of  their  a£ls,  and  tholj^  ot  their 
agents,  to  countenance  and  invigorate  oppoiition  \  their  dtfregai4 
or  folemn  treaties  and  the  laws  of  nations;  their  war  upon  our 
Jefencelefs  commerce ;  their  treatment  of  our  mintflers  pf  peace  s 
and  their  demands  amounting  to  tribute ;  could  not  fail  to  excite 
in  me  correfponding  fentiments  with  thofe  my  cotixitrymen  have 
fo  generally  exprcflcd  in  their  affe£lionatc  addreflcs  to  you.  Be- 
lieve me.  Sir,  no  one  can  more  cordially  approve  of  the  wife  and 
prudent  mcafurcs  of  your  adminiftration.  They  ought  to  inljbiie 
univcrfal  confidence,  and  will,  no  doubt,  con^bined  with  the  ftate 
of  things,  call  from  Congrefs  fiich  laws  and  means,  as  will 
enable  you  to  meet  the  full  force  and  extent  of  the  crifis. 

Satisfied,  therefore,  that  you  have  iincerely  wifhed  and  endea* 
voured  to  avert  war,  and  exhaufted,  to  ttie  lafl  drop,  the  cup  of 
reconciliation,  we  can  with  pure  hearts  appeal  to  Heaven  for  the 
jnflice  of  our  caufe  ;  and  may  confidently  trnft  the  final  refult  te 
that  kind  Providence  who  has  heretofore,  and  fo  often^  fi] 
favoured  the  people  of  thefe  United  States. 

Thinking  in  this  manner,  and  feeling  how  incumbent  it  is  upott 
every  pcrfon,  of  every  defcription,  to  contribute  at  all  tiroes  te 
his  country's  welfare,  and  efpeciaily  in  a  moment  like  the  pre* 
fent,  when  every  thing  we  hold  dear  and  facred  is  fo  feriouflf 
threatened ;  I  have  finally  determined  to  accept  the  commiflion  oi 
:  Cooimander  in  Chief  of  the  armies  of  the  United  States,  with 
the  referve  only,  that  I  ihall  not  be  called  into  the  field  until  the 

armj 
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army  is  in  a  fituatiorr  ta  require  my  prcfence,  or  it  becomes  indif^ 
jpcnfable  by  the  urgency  of  circumdances* 

In  making  this  reCervation,  I  beg  it  to  be  underftood,  that  I  do 
not  mean  to  withhold  any  alTiftance  to  arrange  and  oi^nize  the 
army,  which  you  may  think  I  can  afford.  I  take  the  liberty  alfo 
to  mention,  that  I  muft  decline  having  my  acceptance  confidered 
2S  drawing  after  it  any  immediate  charges  upon  the  public ;  or 
that  I  can  receive  any  emoluments  annexed  to  the  appointment, 
tcfore  entering  into  a  fituation  to  incur  expcnfc. 

The  Secretary  of  War  being  anxious  to  return  to  the  feat  of 
government^  1  have  detained  him  no  longer  than  was  necelTary  to 
a  fu^li  communication  upon  the  fevera)  points  he  had  in  charge. 

With  very  great  refpeft  and  confideration, 
I  have  the  honour  to  be,  dear  Sir, 

Your  moit  obedient,  humble  fervant, 

G.  WASH1N6T0K. 

Pftfidcnt  af  the  United  States. 


Buofwpar^  to  the  Pacha  of  Egjpt* 

On  board  r Orient y   \%  AIe£idor  (June  30). 

T^HE  Executive  Direflory  of  the   French   republic  have  fre- 
"*"     qucntly  applied  to  the  Sublime  Pc^rte  to  demand  the  punilh- 
mem  of  the  iJeys  of  Egypt,  who  opprelFed  with  their  vexations 
the  merchants  of  France. 

But  the  Sublime  Porte  declared,  that  the  Beys,  an  avaricious 
and  ftcklc  race,  refufcd  to  lilten  to  the  principles  of  juftice,  and 
not  only  that  the  Pone  did  not  authorize  thefe  indilts,  but  with- 
Aew  their  protcdion  from  the  perfons  by  whom  they  were  com- 
mitted. 

I'hc  French  republic  l.as  rcfolved  to  fend  a  powerfnl  army,  to 
put  an  end  to  the  exaclions  of  the  Eeys  of  Egypt*  in  the  fame 
mauner  as  it  lus  been  fcveral  limes  compelled,  during  the  prefent 
century,,  to  take  thefe  meaftircs  againii  the  Beys  of  Tunis  atid 
Algiers.  Yoi»,  who  ought  to  be  the  mafter  of  the  Beys,  and  yet 
aire  kept  at  Cairo,  without  power  or  authority,  you  ought  to 
legartl  n^y  arrival  with  pleafure.  You  are,  doubtlefs,  already 
ai)prifed  thut  I  come  not  to  attempt  any  thing  againft  the  Alco- 
xan  or  the  Suhan.  You  know  that  the  French  nation  is  the  only 
ally  which  the  bultan  has  in  Europe.  Come  then  and  meet  me^ 
and  cuifc  along  with  me  the  impious  race  of  the  Beys. 

(Signed)  Buonaparts. 

£uonaparte% 
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Baofiapa^liy  Commander  in  Chiefs  u  ifjf  Commander  ^fthiCaruvmi. 

On  board  VOritnfy   1 3  Miffidor  (July  1 ), 

THE  Beys  have  oppreflcd  our  merchants  with  vexation  ;  I  am 
come  to  demanii  reparation.  .To-morrow  I  (hail  be  in  Alex- 
andria* You  ought  to  feel  no  uneaflnefs ;  you  belong  to  our 
grand  friend^  the  Suhan  ;  conducSl  yourfclf  accordingly.  But  if 
you  commit  the  lead  hoilility  againil  the  F'rench  army,  I  (hall 
treat  you  as  an  enemy  ;  and  fur  this  you  mud  be  accountable,  as 
it  is  iar  from  my  heart  and  from  my  intentions. 

(Signed)     Buonaparte. 


Buonapartfj  General  in  Chiefs  t^  the  People  of  Egypu 

FOR  a  longtime  the  Beys  who  govern  Egypt  have  infulted  the 
French  nation,  and  opprelJcd  the  merchantb  with  exa£lions. 

Fur  a  long  time  this  heap  of  (laves,  purchafed  in  the  Cau«* 
caftis  and  Georgia,  have  tyrannized  over  the  faiicft  part  of  the 
world. 

But  God,  upon  whom  all  depends,  has  dlrc£led  that  their  cm-« 
pire  (hould  fini(h. 

Inhabitants  of  Elgypt,  when  the  Beys  tell  you  I  come  todeflrof 
yotir  religion,  believe  them  not.  Anfwer  them,  that  I  come  ta 
refcue  the  rights  oi  the  poor  from  the  hands  of  their  tyrants ;  and 
that  the  French  refpefl,  more  than  the  Mamelucks,  God,  hit 
Pr<»phct,  and  the  Koran. 

Tell  ihcm  that  all  men  are  equal  in  the  eyes  of  God.  Under- 
danding,  ingenuity,  and  fcicnce  alone,  make  a  difference  be- 
tween them;  and  what  wifdom,  what  talents,  what  virtues  dif- 
finguifh  the  Mamciucks,  that  they  (hould  have  exclulivcly  all  that 
lenders  lite  fweet  and  plcafant  ? 

Is  there  a  beautiful  woman  ?  She  belongs  to  the  Mamelucks. 
Is  there  a  handfome  Have,  a  tine  horfc,  a  tine  houfc  ?  They  be- 
long.to  the  Mamelucks. 

Is  Egypt  their  farm  ?  Let  them  (how  the  Icafc  which  God  has 
given  them.  But  Gcxl  is  jutt  and  merciful  to  all  people.  All  the 
tgj'ptians  arc  entitled  to  t!:c  polfcdiim  of  all  places.  The  wife(t, 
molt  enlightened,  and  mo(l  virtuous  will  govern,  and  the  people 
will  be  happy.  You  had  once  great  cities,  large  canals,  much 
trade  :  who  has  deUroycd  them  but  the  avarice,  injuflice,  and  ty- 
ranny of  the  Mamelucks  ? 

Cadis,  Cheiks,  Imans,  Tcherbadjies,  tell  the  people  that  we 
are  the  friends  of  true  Mufl'ulmen.  Did  not  we  dcftroy  the  Pope, 
who  faw  that  it  was  nccell'ary  to  make  war  again  It  the  MulUil- 
men  ?  Did  we  not  deitroy  the  Knights  of  Malta,  becaufc  ihoCs 
toolilh  men  thought  that  (jod  wilhetl  war  to  be  carried  on  againft 
(iic  MuiTuImcn  ?  Have  not  we  been  at  all  times  the  iriends  of  the 

1  Grand 
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<?rand  Seignior^  (raajr  God  accompUfli  his  wiflies !)  «nd  the  foe  of 
his  foes }  The  Mainslucks,  on  the  contrary,  are  not  they  ever  re- 
volting againft  the  tiichority  <tf  the  Grand  Seignior^  nvhom  they 
&\\\  rct'ufe  to  acknowle<tee  i 

Thrice  happy  thofe  who  are  whh  usi  they  fhall  profpcr  in  their 
fortune  and  rank — happy  thofe  who  are  neuter !  they  will  have 
time  to  learn>  to  know  iis»  and  will  be  with  ui.  But  miferablc, 
thrice  miferable  thofe  who  (hall  arm  for  the  Mamelucks,  and  fight 
againft  us — there  (hall  be  no  hope  for  thcnit  they  Oiall  perifli ! 

Art*  I.  All  places  which  (ball  be  three  leagues  diftant  from  the 
route  of  the  French  army,  (hall  fend  one  of  their  principal  inha- 
bitants to  the  General  to  declare  tjiat  they  fubmit,  and  will  hoifi  the 
French  flag,  which  is  blue,  white,  and  red. 

II.  Every  village  which  (ha(l  arm  againft  the  French  army  (hall 
ke  burned  to  the  ground, 

III.  Every  village  which  (hall  fiihmit  to  the  French  (hall  hoill 
die  French  Hag,  and  that  of  the  Sublime  Port,  their  ally. 

IV.  The  Cheiks  (hall  fcal  up  the  houfcs  and  cffeSts  of  the 
Mamclucks,  and  take  care  that  not  the  fmalleft  article  (hall  be 
lolt. 

V.  The  Cheiks,  Cadis,  and  Imans,  fliall  continue  to  exercifc 
their  rcfpciStive  iunvfiions.  Each  inhabitant  (hall  remain  in  his 
houfc,  and  prayers  fhall  continue  as  ufual :  every  one  (hall  return 
shanks  to  God  for  the  deft  rufl  ion  of  tlv^Mamelucks.  Glory  to 
the  Sultan,  glory  to  the  FrcDch  army  His  friend  !  Curfes  to  the 
Mamclucks,  and  happihcls  to  the  people  of  Egypt ! 

J  (Signed)  Buonaparte. 


Orders  of  Buonaparte,  General  in  Chief, 

Head  Quarters  on  board  rOrient,  ^d  Mfjfid^ 
(2^JlJuHeJ^  6th  tear » 

ART.  I.  Every  individual  of  the  army  who  fliall  pillage  or 
fieal  fhall  be  (hot. 

II.  Every  individual  of  the  army  who  (hall  impofe  contribn* 
tions  upon  towns,  villagesj  or  individuals,  or  fliall  commit  CX« 
tort  ions,  of  whatever  kind  they  may  be,  ihall  be  fliot. 

III.  When  any  individuals  of  a  divifion  fliall  have  committed 
any  difordcrs  in  a  country,  the  whole  divifion  fliall  be  refponfible. 
If  the  guilty  a.'c  known,  the  General  in  Chief  fliall  order  them  to 
be  (hot ;  if  they  are  unknown,  the  General  in  Chief  fliall  endea* 
vour  to  difcover  ihcm  ;  and  if  they  remain  undifcovered,  he  fliall 
retain,  on  account  of  the  divifion,  the  fum  neceflary  to  indemnify 
the  inhabitants  fur  the  lofs  they  may  have  fuftained. 

IV.  N9 
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TV.  No  individuat  of  Ae  &rmy  is  Authorized  to  make  requifltjons* 
nor  raiTe  contributions,  unlefs  furniflied  with  inftrudions  from 
the  Commiifary  in  Chief,  In  purdfance  of  an  order  of  the  General 

in  Chief.  ..►..'. 

In  ca{e  of  urgency/  as  it  often  happens  in  war,  if  the  Genenjl 
in  Chief  and  the  Commiflarv,  In  Chief  (hould  chance  to  be  at  a 
cfiftance  from  a  diviidonji  the  General  of  Divifion  may  authorize  the 
Commiflary  at  War  to  make  the  rcqiiintions  of  urgency.  . 

V.  The  General  of  Divifion  fhall  immediately  fend  to  thcGe^ 
neral  in  Chief  a  copy  of  the  authority  which  he  (hall  have  given  ; 
and  the  Commiflary  at  War  (hall  immediately  fend  to  the  Coax« 
miflary  in  Chief  a  copy  of  the  obje£ld  he  requires. 

VI.  Nothing  but  neceflTaries  for  the  foldiers,  hofpitals^  ti:anf- 
ports,  and  artillery,  (hall  be  put  in  requifition. 

VII.  When  once  the  requifitions  are  made,  the  objcSs  required 
(hall  be  put  into  the  hands  of  the  agents  of  the  different  adminiftra* 
lions,  who  (hail  give  receipts  for  them,  and  receive  others  from 
thofe  to  whom  they  (hall  diftribute  them,  and  (hall  be  accountable 
for  every  thing.  Thus  in  no  cafe  can  officers  or  foldiers  receive 
dircftly  the  obj efts  required. 

VIII.  All  money,  gold,  and  fllver,  proceeding  from  requifitions^ 
contributions,  or  othcrwifc,  (hall  within  twelve  hours  be  depo* 
(ited  in  the  cheft  of  the  Paymafter  of  divifion ;  and  in  cafe  be 
fliall  be  at  a  diOance,  itikall  be  dcpofited  in  the  cheft  of  ihe  QutT'-^ 
icrmaf^er  of  the  corps. 

I X .  I  n  thofc  places  where  there  ihall  be  a  commandant,  no  requi- 
fition Hull  be  made  without  the  CommiflTary  at  War  firft  acquaint- 
ing the  commandant  of  the  place  by  whofc  order  it  is  the  requid'* 
lion  is  made.  The  commandant  of  the  pUce  (hall  immediatel/ 
intorm  the  Etat  Major-general  thereof. 

X.  '1  hofc  who  act  contrary  to  the  5th,  6th,  7th,  8th,  9th,  and 
icth  articles,  (hall  be  caihiered,  and  condemned  to  two  years  im- 
prifonrncnt. 

XI.  The  General  in  Chief  orders  the  General  Chief  of  the 
Etat  Major,  Generals  of  Divifion,  and  CommilTaries  in  Chief,  to 
ufc  their  utmoft  endeavours  to  execute  the  prefent  order  ;  his  ia» 
tention  being,  that  the  funds  of  the  army  (hall  not  be  applied  to  the 
advantage  ot  a  few  individuals,  but  to  the  advantage  of  all. 

Tlic  General  in  Chief, 

(Signed}  Buonaparte. 
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X)ccI*iration    of  the  Alufii   and  principal  Chciks    of.  ihi    City  q/ 
Alcxandi la^  in  tbe  l^ame  of  the  Inhabitants^ 

GLORY  to  God,  to  whom  all  glory  is  due,  and  peace  to  the 
holy  Prophet  Mahomet,  his  taniily,  and  the  companions  ^f  his 
divine  million. 

The  following  agreement  has  been  conchidcd  between  us,  the 
chief  men  of  the  ciiy  of  Altxamiria,  v^hofc  names  are  hereunto 
fubjoincd,  and  the  General  in  Chief  of  the  French  army  encamped 
m  this  city. 

The  underficned  Chiefs  fliall  continue  to  obferve  the  law  and 
facred  inftituiiuns.     They  Uuli  determine  all  difference  according 
to  the   purcfl  jiifticc,  and  carefully  keep  at  a  diftance   from  the 
crooked  path  of  iniquity.     The  Cadi,  to  whcfe  care  the  tribunal 
of  juiiice  is  to  be  contided,  (hall  be  a  man  of  the  pureft  morals  and 
the  moft  irreproachable  conduft  ;  but  he  fliall  not  pronounce  any 
fentence  without  fird  confulting  the  chiefs  of  the  law,  and  his 
final  judgment  ihall  be  regulated  by  their  decifion.     The  fub- 
fcribing  Chciks  (hall  (ludy  the  means  of  making  righteoufncfj 
floiirifli,  and  dircft  all  their  efforts  to  that  object,  as  if  animated 
will!  the  fame  fpiiit.     They  Ihall  take  no  rcfolution  but  what  is 
adopted  \\\\\\  one  accord.     They   (hall  zeal  on  fly  labour  for  the 
good  of  the  country,  the  happinefs  of  the  people,    and  the  df- 
ftruflion  of  the  children  of  vice  and  iniquity.     They  further  pro- 
ir.ifc  r.ever  to  betray  or  attempt  to  enfnarethe  French  army,  to  afl 
contrary  u;  its   intercfts,  nor  enter  into  any  con fpi racy  that  may 
be  formeil  agninll  it. 

To  all  thefe  promifcs  ihcy  have  bound  thcmfelves  by  the  moil 
folemn  oath,  which  they  renew  by  this  aft  in  the  flncereft  a"^ 
moll  religious  manner. 

The  General  in  Chief  of  the  French  army  promifes  on  hfs  part, 
that  no  one  o^  tht.  foldicrs  (hall  molell  the  inhabitants  of  Alex- 
andria bv  vcxati(*us  proceed i!)gs,  rapine,  or  menaces ;  and  thofe 
who  fl):iil  commit  fuch  exv dies  fliall  be  puni(hed  with  the  utOQod 


r.gniir. 


The  Cioncral  in  Chiif  ha^  nlfo  moft  foiemnly  promifed,  tha*^ 
he  fhall  iic\er  allcmpt  to  i:t!niprl  any  of  the  inhabitants  to  change 
their  religion,  nor  to  make  any  innovation  in  their  religioL*  ** 
Miagcs  ;  but,  on  the  contraiy,  aflMres  them,  that  his  wi(h  is,  th^*^ 
they  lliall  continue  to  piotlfb  their  religion,  and  that  hcwillcor^' 
tiniie  to  maintain  their  tranq;;iJ!iiy  and  property  by  all  the  means  S.  J 
h'.s  powt-r,  as  long  as  they  fhall  abflain  from  any  attempt  agaiiv  ^ 
nis  pcrfon,  or  the  army  which  he  commands. 

1  he  prefent  convciuion  was  prepared  and  figned  on  the  mor^^' 
;Rg  of  W.'diiehl.iy  the  20th  of  the  moon  Muharemi  iai3th7C^^ 
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€>f  thC'Hegira,  correfpondingtothc  17th  Meflldor,  6th}  ear  of  the 
French  republic,  one  and  indivifible. 

The  fignatures  of  the  Mufti  and  Cliciks  are  as  follows: 

The  poor  Seuleiman,  caineJ  Mufti  of  Malikt. 
The  poor  Ibrahim  el  Bourgi,  Chief  of  th# 

Seft  Hamfte. 
The  poor  Muhamed  el  Messira. 
The  poor  Ahmed,  &c. 
Tranflated  by   me,    Sccrctary-interprcter   to  the  General  in 

Chief,  V£NTURE. 

HcaJ  garters  at  jtlexandrioy  l^tb 
Aieffidofy  ttbTeau 

Buonaparte f  General  in  Chiefs  comm(mJs : 

I.  THAT  all  the  Turkifli  failors  who  were  flaves  in  Maltat 
whether  natives  of  Syria,  the  ifles  of  the  Archipelago,  or  fubjedf 
of  the  Bey  of  Tripoli,  (hall  be  inftantly  fet  at  liberty. 

2'  The  Admiral  ihall  difembark  them  to-morrow  ^t  Alex* 
andria,  where  the  Etat-major  (hall  furnifh  them  with  paflpofti 
for  their  refpeftive  places  of  refidenqe,  and  with  pfoclam^tiont  ia 
the  Arabic  language. 

(Signed)  Buoka^akti^ 


Head  ^artcjs  at  Alexandrim^   fjih 

AfrffidoKy  6th  lear. 

Buonaparte^   General  in  Chiefs  commands  : 

T.  THAT  the  names  of  all  the  French  foldicrs  killed  in  rtlt 
taking  of  Alexandria,  Ihall  be  engraved  on  Pompey's  Pillar. 

2.  They  fhail  be  interred  at  the  foot  of  the  Pillar.  Citizens 
Cortes  and  Dutertrc  will  prefent  a  plan  to  me  for  the  execution  df 
the  prefent  order. 

3.  This  (hall  be  inferted  in  the  genera)  orders. 

4.  T\\c  Etat. major  ihall  tranfmit  to  the  above  commifRoo  % 
li/>  of  the  names  of  thofe  who  have  been  flain  on  the  taking  of 
Alexandria. 

(Signed)     Buonapaktx. 


Buonapartey  Commander  in  Chiefs  to  the  Cheiks  and  Notables  of 

Cairo. 

Head  Quarters  at  Giza^  ^tb  Tbtrmidor 
(July  20J9  bth  Tear. 

YOU  will  fee,  by  the  annexed  proclamation,  by  what  fenti* 
crHTi^ts  I  am  aoim  .  ed.     YeAerday  the  M^meluciu  were^  for  the 
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moft  party  killed  or  taken  prifoners,  and  I  api  now  in  purfuit  of 
the  few  that  remain.  Send  hither  the  boats  which  are  on  your 
banks  of  the  river,  and  fend  alfo  a  deputation  to  make  known  to 
xne  your  fubmiflion.  Caufe  bread,  meat,  ftraw,  and  barley  to  be 
provided  for  my  army,  and  be  perfeAly  eafy,  for  no  one  has  » 
'greater  delire  than  I  to  contribute  to  your  happinefs. 

(Signed)     Buonapa&ti. 


'      Buonaparte  J  Commander  in  Chiefs  to  the  People  ofQairo* 

r 

Head  garters  at  Giza,  4th  Tkermidory  6tb  Tear. 

PEOPLE  of  Cairo,  I  am  fatisfied  with  your  condudl.  You 
have  done  right  not  to  take  any  part  againft  me ;  I  am  come  to 
deftroy  the  race  of  the  Mamelucks,  and  to  proteA  the  trade  and 
the  natives  of  the  country.  Let  all  thofe  who  are  under  any  fear 
be  compofed  ;  and  let  thofe  who  have  quitted  their  houfes  return 
to  them.  Let  prayers  be  offered  up  to-day  as  ufual,  for  I  wifli, 
that  they  may  be  always  continued.  Entertain  no  fear  for  your  fa- 
milies, your  houfcSy  your  property,  and,  above  all,  the  religion 
of  your  Prophet,  whom  I  love.  As  it  is  abfolutely  necelTary  that. 
ibme  perfons  (hould  be  immediately  charged  with  the  adminillra- 
tion  of  the  police,  in  order  that  tranqiilllity  nnay  not  be  inter- 
Tuptcd,  there  (hall  be  a  Divan  compofed  of  feven  perfons,  who 
ihall  aflcmblc  at  the  mofque  of  Ver ;  and  there  fliall  always  be 
two  with  the  commandant  of  the  place,  and  four  fliall  be  occu- 
pied in  maintaining  public  t^anquilli'ly,  and  in  watching  over  the 
jpolicc. 

(Signed)  Puokaparte^ 


Buonaparte^  Commander  in  Chief ^  to  the  Pacha  rf  Cairom 

Head  Quarters  at  CairOy  7d  Frufftdtfi 
fyfuguji  ig),  btbTear. 

THE  intention  of  the  French  republic  in  taking  poflel&on  of 
Egypt,  is  to  drive  out  the  Mamelucks,  who  were  both  rebels  to 
the  Porte,  and  declared  enemies  to  the  French  government.  At 
prefent,  when  mafter  of  it  by  the  fignal  viftory  which  its  army  has 
gained,  its  intention  is  to  preferve  to  the  Pacha  of  the  Grand 
Seignior  his  revenues  and  appointment.  I  bee  then  you  will  af- 
Ture  the  Porte  that  it  will  fufFer  no  kind  of  lofs,  and  I  will  take 
care  it  (hall  continue  to  receive  the  tribute  heretofore  paid  to  it. 

(Signed)  Buonaparte. 


Seutarl 
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Scutari,  July  ij. 

We  Ibrahim  Benghelli,  Pacha  and  Vizier  of  Albania. for  tW 

Sublimc  Porte. 

7i    Citizen    Bruycrcy    Conful  General^    Chargi  d*j1ffair€S  of  tbt 

French  Republic  at  R^gu/a. 
Citizen, 

CANNOT  cxprefs  the  joy  which  I  fef^l.on  the  happy  newt 
now  tranfinitted  to  me.  1  regard  this  complaifance  on  your  part' 
as  a  clear  proof  of  the  friendihip  and  aflTedion  of  the  great  nation 
towards  us,  its  friends  and  allies.  The  taking  of  Malta,  inform- 
ing an  epoch  in  the  feftivals  of  France*  will  engrave  in  indelibly 
characters  in  the  hearts  of  true  Muflulmeo  the  mod  lively  remi<r 
mcnts  of  gratituiie.  I  rejoice  that  the  ilUiftrious  condudor  of  fo 
difficult  an  cnteiprife  is  the  very  fame  Buonaparte,  the  hero  of 
Italy,  of  vvhofc  triend(hip  1  arp  the  more  proud,  becaufe  his  con* 
quells  have  afloniihcd  the  age. 

I  am  anxious  for  an  opportunity  of  (howipg  my  friendihip  for 
the  great  nation.  It  will  always  be  my  wilh  to  render  as  much 
fervice  as  poflfible  to  France.  I  hope  that  you  will  give  me  accu- 
rate information  rcfpe£ting  the  operations  of  the  French  armies* 
Such  advices  will  always  afford  me  much  pleafurc*  efpeciall/. 
every  thing  relating  to  my  friend  Buonaparte. 

(Signed)  Ibrahim  Bbnghelli. 


Memorial  delivered  by  tin  Porte  to  all  tke  Foreign  Minifters. 

npHE  Porte,  as  all  Europe  knows,  has  long  continued  at  peace 
"■"  with  France,  and  on  terms  of  the  ftrifleft  amity  and  gooii  pn- 
^lerHanJing,  vNhich  good  underilanding  it  has  done  every  thing  in 
its  po'Acr  to  maintain.  With  the  utmoft  fur prife,  therefore,  has 
it  fccn  the  Turkilh  territories  abruptly,  and  in  a  moft  extraor- 
dinary manner,  attacked  by  the  French  arms.  A  man  of  the 
name  of  Buonaparte,  giving  himfelf  out  to  be  a  French  general^ 
has  made  war  on  the  Turkilh  province  of  Egypt.  It  is  impofTible 
for  the  Porte  to  believe  that  fuch  a  pr(x:ccding,  fo  contrary  to  the 
rights  of  all  nations,  can  ever  be  countenanced,  much  I efs  com- 
manded, by  the  French  Executive  DircSory.  A  confiderable  force 
has,  however,  been  fcnt  to  Egypt,  to  (lop  the  progrcfs  of  the  in- 
vaders. Some  of  the  emilFaries  of  Buonaparte  have  pretended  to 
pcrfuadc  the  people  of  Egypt,  that  they  have  been  fent  by  Maho- 
met to  give  them  perfeft  liberty  and  happincfs,  and  render  their 
religion  the  fovereign  religion  on  earth  \  but  the  people  have  an- 
fwered,  that  Mahomet  authorizes  no  injullicc,  and  that  they  can 
place  no  faith  in  fuch  promifcs  from  thofc  who  have  denied  thci^ 
<iod,  and  renounced  their  own  prophet, 

Conjlantinople^  Sept.  2« 
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Mamfcjis  df  the  Suhl'tme  Porte,  eommunicatcd  to  our  e/leemed  Friend 
the  Alinificr  Plenipotentiary  of  the  Court  of  Great  Britain^  at 

Conjianiinople^  the  ll th  September  1798. 

TRANSLATION. 

IT  is  notorious  that  the  peace  and  good  harmony  which,  (ince 
timeioimcmoiiaU  have  cxi/lcd  between  the  Sublime  Porte  aod 
the  court  of  France,  have  never  been  interrupted  by  enmity  and 
inifunderftanding,  but  that,  on  the  contrary,    until  this  period, 
the  Sublime  Porte  has  made  it  her  uniform  and  conftant  (ludy, 
fcrupuloufly  to  maintain  the  treaties,   to  fulfil  the  duties  of  amity 
with  care,  and  upon  every  occafion  to  give  proofs  of  her  fincerity 
and  friendOiip. 

At  the  time  when  the  revoluiion  firft  broke  out  in  France  fix 
years  ago,  when  moil  of  the  powers  in  Europe  confederated 
againft  that  country,  the  Sublime  Porte,  although  a  witnefsto 
the  improper  proceedings  of  thofe  who  held  the  reins  of  gOYcrn- 
ir.cnt  by  ufurpation,  chofe  rather,  in  obfervance  of  her  ancient 
amity  with  the  French  nation,  to  remain  neutral :  and  though  (lie 
had  been  feverat  times  invited  by  the  allied  courts  to  join  with 
them,  and  to  break  with  France ;  although  the  troubles  of  that 
couritry  had  become  more  and  more  violent  at  that  particular  pe« 
riod  when  an  army  had  reached  near  Paris ;  whilft  foon  after  the 
fortrcfTes  of  Valenciennes,  Conde,  and  Quefnoy,  the  keys  of 
France  on  the  northern  fide,  were  taken  by  the  Aufirian  arms ; 
Toulon,  the  only  arlciial  of  the  French  in  the  Mediterranean, 
had  fallen  in  the  hands  of  the  Engliih,  with  the  (hips  of  war 
which  were  in  it  ;  and  by  an  incrcafed  party  of  roplills  in  their 
provinces,  the  fiiiiation  of  the  government  had  become  more  cri- 
tical, and  perplexity  and  difircfs  prevailed  on  every  fide;  yet  the 
Sublime  Porre,  noiwithltanding  that  it  depended  only  upon  herfclf 
to  join  with  the  other  powers,  neverlhcicfs,  giving  way  to  her 
known  principles  of  jullicc,  did  no  ways  confent  to  deviate  from 
the  line  of  a  neutral  conduit. 

On  the  contrary,  confidcring  that  if,  under  the  circtimRanccsof 
a  flior.g  famine,  by  whieii  France,  blocked  up  by  fea  and  land,  was 
afRivStc(i,  the  t^nblinie  Porte  had  alfo  broken  off  her  connexion, 
their  didrefred  iitiration  would  have  been  fuch  as  to  throw  the  in- 
habitants ir.to  total  defolation  and  defpair;  iheabftained  from  that 
meafure  ;  and  Ihe  hereby  aflcs,  whether  it  be  not  a  faft,  that  the 
liberality  which  flie  has  fhown  to  them  from  time  to  time,  has 
brought  complaints  againft  her  from  other  powers  ? 

1  he  txtenfive  advantages  which  the  French  have  reaped  from 
the  Sublime  Porte's  remaining  neutral  during  the  courfe  of  the 
war,  become  clt-rtr  and  evident  by  a  mom  em's  glance  at  the  events 
of  the  war,  ai'.d  the  public  tranfaflions  during  that  period. 
WbiliU  thciefoic,  in  conlidcrutlon  of  the  uniform  aSs  of  conde- 
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iccnfion  thus  obfervcd  towards  them  by  the  Sublhne  Porte,  the]f, 
on  their  Hde,  ought  alfo  to  have  been  ftcady  in  prefcrving  peace '^ 
yet  thofc  among  them  who  found  the  means  of  alFuming  to  them- 
Iclvcs  the  reins  of  govcrnmont  by  favour  of  the  rcvohaion,  begaa 
to  devifc  various  pretences,  and  under  an  llluiivc  idoa  of  liberty— 
a  liberty  To  called  in  word,  but  which  in  reality  knows  no  other 
laws  but  the  fubvcrfion  of  every  cllabliihcd  government  (after  the 
example  of  France},  the  abolilhmentof  all  religions,  the  deftruc- 
tion  of  every  country,  the  plunder  of  properly,  and  thediilblution 
of  all  human  fociety — to  occupy  themfclves  in  nothing  but  in  roif- 
leading  and  impof'.ug  upon  the  ignorant  amongll  the  people,  pre- 
tending to  reduce  mankind  to  the  Hate  of  the  brute  creation  ;  and 
this  to  favour  ihcir  own  private  intcrefts,  and  render  the  govern- 
ment permanent  in  their  own  hands.  ^ 

Actuated  by  fuch  principles,  they  made  it  their  maxim  to  flir 
up  and  corrupt,  indifcriminately,  the  fubjtdls  of  every  power, 
whether  diftant  or  near,  cither  in  peace  or  at  war,  and  to  excite 
them  to  revolt  againft  their  natural  fovercigns  and  gox'crnment, 

Whilft  on  one  hand  their  minifter  at  Conftantinople,  purfuant 
to.that  fyftcm  of  duplicity  and  deceit  which  is  their  cuflom  every 
where,  made  profellions  of  friendship  for  the  Ottoman  empire, 
endeavouring  to  make  the  Sublime  Porte  the  dupe  of  their  infi- 
<!ious  projeds,  and  to  forward  their  objcft  of  exciting  her  againft 
other  friendly  powers  ;  the  commanders  and  generals  of  their 
army  in  Italy,  upon  the  other  hand,  were  engaged  in  the  heinous  at- 
tempt of  perverting  the  fubjcds  of  his  Majclty  thcGrand  Seignior, 
by  lending  agents  fpcrfcns  notorious  for  their  intriguing  prac- 
ticr*i)  into  Anatolia,  Murca,  and  the  illands  of  the  Archipelago, 
and  by  fprcading  manlfefloes  of  the  molt  infidious  tcnour,  among 
which  trie  one  addrcircd  by  Buonaparte  to  the  people  of  Macrio, 
with  federal  others  diltributcd  by  the  fame,  are  fufiiciently  knowa 
to  the  public. 

Upon  the  Sublime  Porte's  complaining  to  the  Dire&ory  of  this 
condud  of  their  commanders  and  generals,  their  anfwer  was,  that 
all  proceedings  on  the  part  of  their  officers,  contrary  to  friend- 
Ihip,  wore  not  with  the  9onfcnt  of  the  Directory,  and  the  fame 
(hould  be  prevented,  and  their  officrrs  warned  againft  it ;  the  wi(h 
ot  the  French  government  beinsj  to  Urcngthen  more  and  more  the 
ancient  friendiliip  luhfifting  with  the  Sublime  Porte. 

In  confcquencc  of  this  anfwer,  delivered  officially  on  their 
part,  it  was  cxpcdcd  that  the  faid  generals  woyld  have  left  ofF 
ificir  feditious  purfuits.  But  neverthclefs  no  change  appearing; 
in  their  cor^dufl,  and  their  perfcverancc  in  fuch  ii^fidious  prafticcs 
being  i;rca»cr  tinn  rvcr,  it  became  obvious  that  the  anlwcrs  of  the 
Dire^jty  were  only  fi<!:1itioiis  and  dc  :citfiil  ;  ttiat  the  intriguing 
attempts  of  ihcir  *ijjti/s  could  not  bu;  be  di»flaicd  by  the  inftruc- 
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lions  iitrhich  wiere  given  thcm>  and  confequently  that  any  fur 
complaint  would  be  of  no  avail  whatever. 

Notwithftanding  thefe  tranfadions,  however,,  the  Subl 
l^orte,  in  the  hopes  of  the  Dircftory  altering  its  fydem  of  < 
iiuStp  and  laying  afide  the  fenfelefs  purfuit  of  wilhingtoovcr 
the  univerfe ;  in  expediation  of  feeing  things  in  France,  fiooi 
haraffed  fituation  of  that  country,  at  length  take  a  difieitnt  t 
by  the  people  refufing  to  bear  any  longer  ihofc  intolerable  i 
and  difafters  which  have  been  brought  upon  them  from  the 
fonal  views  of  a  few  upftart  individuals  llnce  the  comtnenca 
of  the  revolution,  and  with  the  view  of  preventing  fecret  en 
from  producing  an  open  rupture,  (lie  did  not  alter  her  co 
but  preferred  keeping  filence. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  war  with  the  other  powers,  the  Fi 
government  had  declared,  that  their  intention  was  not  to  ac 
pew  territory,  but,  on  the  contrary,  to  reftore  every  fuch 
queft  as  might  have  been  made  by  their  arms  during  the  coi 
contrary  to  which,  they  not  only  have  kept  poflTcflion  of  v; 
cxtenfive  provinces,  fnatched  by  tlitm  from  the  bellij 
powers  ;  but  not  content  with  this,  profiting  of  the  ch 
which  had  prevailed  among  the  allied  courts  through  the 
trigues,  have  put  off  the  maflc  entirely,  and  developing  their 
views,  without  reafon  or  juftice,  have  fallen  upon  feveral  fn 
independent  republics  and  ftatcs  who  had  held  themfelves  n< 
like  the  Sublime  Porte  ;  invading  their  territories  when  leal 
vided  wFth  the  means  of  defence,  and  fubjedtingthem  to  the 
by  open  force  arid  hoftility. 

Thus,  no  one  being  left  to  control  them,  they  tore  the 
all  decorum  at  once,  and  unmindful  of  the  obligations  of  ti 
and  to  convince  the  world  that  fricndlhip  and  enmity  areth 
thing  in  their  eyes,  contrary  to  the  rights  of  nations,  and 
lation  of  the  ties  fubfifting  between  the  two  courts,  they  cai 
a  manner  altogether  unprecedented,  like  a  fet  of  pirate 
made  a  fudden  invafion  in  Egypt,  the  moft  precious  amo 
provinces  of  the  Ottoman  Porte,  of  which  they  took  forcib 
feflTion  at  a  time  when  they  had  experienced  nothing  from  thi 
but  demonftrations  of  friendlhip. 

Upon  the  firft  furmife  of  the  French  projcdb  to  invade  thi 
lincc,  Ruffin,  their  charge  d'affaires  at  this  rcfidence,  v 
vited  to  a  conference,  where  he  was  qucftionc  1  oflicially 
this  bufinefs  :  he  firll  declared  he  had  no  initllitrence  wl 
refpcdling  it,  but  he  gave  it  as  a  fpeculation  of  his  own, 
fuch  an  cntcrprife  ever  proved  true,  it  probably  mull  be  i 
revenge  of  the  Heys,  and  to  annoy  and  ;:ttack  the  Englifh 
orients  in  the  £a(l  Indies. 

In  anfwer  to  this  it  was  circnmilantially  ftated  to  him,  il 
foiaileft  attempt  on  the  part  of  tlic  French  upon  Cairo^  on  wh 
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might  be  founded,  would  be  taken  as  a  declaration  'pf 
theicby  the  friendfliip  fubfifting  between  the  two  courts 
nod  ancient  times,  would,  both  in  a  legal  and  political 
converted  into  enmity ;  that  the  Ottoman  empire  would 
the  lofs  of  a  handful  of  fand  of  the  Egyptian  territory  ; 
hole  Ottoman  fc£l  would  fet  itfclf  in  motion  for  the  dc- 
)f  thofc  blefTcd  lands ;  and  that  if  the  chaftifement  of  the 
Lgypt  was  nccciTary,  it  behoved  the  Sublime  Porte  to 
in  them  as  her  dependents  ;  that  the  interference  of  the 
this  biifinefs  was  inconfiftcnt  with  the  rights  of  nations  ;• 
ourt  of  Great  Britain,  being  the  deareft  friend  of  the 
empire,  thci  Sublime  Porte  would  never  confent  to  the  . 
French  troops  throggh  her  territory  to  aft  againft  their 
s  ;  that,  in  ihorf,  (hould  even  their  expedition  to  Egypt 
)ther  objccl:  but  this,  it  would  be  equally  conilrued 
claration  of  war,  of  all  which  he  was  charged  to 
earlicfl  communication  to  the  Direftory  an  this  very 

hes,  bearing  inftruftions  to  the  fame  efFeft,  were  at  the 
;  written  to  Aali  Efendi,  the  Sublime  Porte's  ambafla- 
ris,  who  was  moreover  dire£led  to  demand  officially  an 
n  of  the  matter  upon  the  fpot, 

the  communications  fent  by  RufHn  to  the  DircSory, 
fpatches  tranfmitted  by  the  Sublime  Porte  to  her  ambaf- 
re  named,  a  letter  of  an  old  date  was  received  by  the  faid 
xprcHing  that  Buonaparte's  expedition  to  Egypt  was 
that  the  objedl  was  to  fecure  fome  commercial  advan- 
ringing  the  Ecys  to  an  account,  and  to  hurt  Great  Bri- 
an ambairador  had  been  appointed  to  prefer  fevcral 
IS  favourable  to  the  intcrefts  of  the  Ottoman  PoUe,  and 
le  affair  in  quclHon  ;  with  this  further  ridiculous  hint, 
the  Porte  to  declare  war  for  this  againd  the  republic, 
s  would  lay  thcmfelves  open  to  an  attack  on  the  part  of 
or:  all  this  the  faid  charge  d'affaires  delivered  "officially, 
3  prefented  a  copy  of  that  letter. 

he  other  hand,  in  the  anfwer  received  meanwhile  from 
lan  ambaffador  above  mentioned,  it  was  (lated,  that  in 
f  to  his  in(lru6tions,  he  had  had  an  interview  withTalley- 
ord,  the  minifler  of  external  relations,  in  which  he  had 
\{is  difpatches,  explained  their  purport,  and  demanded 
categorical  anfwer :  that  the  faid  minifter  (forgetting, 
fuppofed,  the  tenour  of  the  letter  which  Iiad  been  written 
fome  time  before)  pofitively  difavowed  the  expeditioa 
jypt,  and  faid  that  Buonaparte's  commiffion  had  no 
ft  but  the  conquefl  of  Malta ;  that  the  abolition  of  the 
B  being  a  mcalure  conducive  to  the  benefit  of  all  t^e 
le  Sublime  Porte  ought  to  feci  even  obliged  by  it  \  that 
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the  Dire£lory  had  nothing  more  at  heart  than  to  maintain  the  peace 
cxifling  with  the  Porte  fince  time  immcmoriaU  and  more  and 
more  to  (Irengthen  the  fame^  thus  barefacedly  exhibiting  a  farce 
of  the  mod  artful  duplicity  :  the  wide  contradiAion  between  the 
above  two  communications  being  viftbly  a  frefli  artifice  by  which 
to  miflcad  the  Ottoman  Porte  ^^ith  her  eyes  openj  and  to  gain 
time  until  intelligence  could  be  procured  rcfpc£ting  the  affair  of 
Egypt,  the  refult  of  which  had  not  then  come  to  their  knowledge. 
Mult  not  this  moil  extraordinary  event  be  taken  as  a  palpable  de- 
monftration,  that  the  dircftors  of  the  French  government,  to  fc- 
cond  their  own  ambition  and  arrogance,  have  adually  loft  all  re- 
collection of  thofc  laws  obferved  and  maintained  in  every  regular 
government,  and  that  no  faith  whatever  is  to  be  placed'  in  their 
words  and  profeflions  ? 

From  the  tenour  of  their  arbitrary  proceedings  and  defpotic 
conduct,  as  too  well  witncfTed  from  firl(  to  Ia(l|  it  is  clear  and  eri« 
dciu  that  their  projcft  is  no  other  but  to  banilh  every  orderly  infti- 
tution  from  the  face  ot  the  world  ;  to  ovcrfet  human  focieiy,  aiMi 
by  an  alternate  play  of  fecret  intrigue  or  open  h^ility,  as  bcft 
ffiits  their  end,  to  derange  the  conftitiition  of  every  eftablilhedin- 
dependent  ftatc,  by  creating  (as  they  have  done  !n  Italy)  a  number 
of  imail  republics,  of  which  the  Frt- nch  is  to  be  the  parent  mo- 
ther, and  thus  to  fway  and  to  condudl  every  thing  after  their  own 
will  every  where. 

Now  Egypt  being  the  portal  of  the  two  venerable  cities  (Mecca 
and  Medina},  and  the  prefent  operations  in  that  quarter  being  of  a 
nature  afFcoling  all  the  Mohamcdan  fefl  at  large,  the  Sublime 
Forte,  confiltently  with  her  exprefs  declarations  to  the  abovi 
French  charge  d'affaires,  and  through  her  ambaflador  to  the  Di- 
rectory at  Paris,  feels  compelled  by  every  law  to  refift  the  fiidden 
aiul  unprovoked  nggrcflions  and  hofliliiies  committed  by  thf, 
French  as  above,  and  with  a  full  confidence  in  the  afliftanoedf 
the  omnipotent  God,  to  fct  about  repelling  and  deftroying  the 
enemy  by  fea  and  land.  Thus  to  wage  war  againft  France  is  be- 
come a  precept  of  religion  incumbent  upon  ail  MulTulnnen. 

In  confequcnce  v/hcrcof  the  afore-namedcharg€d'aSiureSj  tog^ 
thcr  with  the  officers  of  that  million,  have  been  fent  tP  the  Sefco 
Towers,  to  be  detained  there  as  hoftages  until  fuch  time  asAdi 
Efondi  before  named,  and  thofe  of  his  retinue,  be  arrived  from 
Paris:  and  the  confuh,  merchants,  and  French  propettiet  in 
ConfUntinople,  and  in  other  parts  of  the  Ottoman  empire^  duU 
alfo  be  kept  in  dcpofit  and  as  a  fecurity  until  the  merchantSf  d^^ 
pendents  of  the  Sublime  Porte,  with  their  (hipping  and  pio- 
perties,  as  alfo  the  public  Hiips,  with  their  equipage,  imwd\ 
in  the  province  of  Egypt  (prifoners  of  war  excepted^^  be  fct  at  K* 
berty. 
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To  repel  the  perfidy  of  thefc  ufurpers,  who  have  mM  the 
Ilandard  of  rebellion  and  trouble  in  France,  is  a  meafure  in  whidi 
DOt  the  fafety  and  tranquillity  of  the  Sublime  Porte  alone,  but  alio 
that  of  all  the  powers  in  Europe,  is  concerned*  Wherefore  the 
beft  hopes  are  entertained  of  the  cordial  co-operation  of  all 
Friendly  courts,  as  well  as  of  their  difpofltion  to  fulfil,  by. every 
means  in  their  power,  their  duties  of  friendfhip  and  of  ailiftance 
in  the  prefent  caufc. 
Z  Keiuilakhir^   1213  (11  Septembir  1 798). 


Imperial  Decree y  promulgated^at  the  Porte^  on  Saturday^  ifi  Sepu 

TRANSLATION. 

To  you,  Kaimakam  Paflia^  thefe  are  addrefled. 

PpVER  fince  the  Supren[)e  Vizir,  Izzcd  Mehemmed  Pa(ha>. 
*^  came  to  that  office,  inftniftions  were  conftantly  siven  him  to 
attend  to  the  defence  of  the  Ottoman  dominions,  and  never  to  be 
off*  his  guard  againft  the  plots  of  enemies.  He  however,|  from 
(elfifli  motives,  has  attended  to  nothing  but  his  dwn  intereft  ;  fp 
that  in  the  dark  himfelf,  with  refpedt  to  the  evil  defigns  of  thofe 
brutifh  *  infidels  the  French,  from  not  procuring  proper  vptel* 
ligence,  he  did  not  apprife  the  inhabitants  of  Egypt  thereof  in  good 
time. 

When  the  unhappy  tidings  from  thence  came  to  our  Imperial 
tZTf  a  full  month  after  that  infufferable  event  had  come  to  pafs,  fuch 
were  our  grief  and  concern,  that  we  take  God  towitnefs,  it  drew 
tears  from  our  eyes,  and  deprived  us  of  lleep  and  reft. 

We  have  therefore  immediately  depofed  him  from  the  office  of 
Grand  Vizir,  and  have  appointed  in  his  place  YoulfouiF  Pafha^ 
governor  of  Erzerum,  until  whofc  arrival  at  our  fublime  gate  we 
appoint  and  conftituce  you,  Muftafa  Bey,  to  be  KaVmakam. 

Now  it  being  incumbent  upon  all  true  believers  to  combat  thofe 
faithlefs  brutes  the  French,  and  it  being  become  a  pofitive  duty 
for  our  Imperial  perfon  to  deliver  the  blclFed  territories  from  their 
Jccurfcd  hands,  and  to  revenge  the  infult  which  they  have  offered 
to  Mufliilmans,  no  delay  whatever  is  to  take  place  for  the  arrival 
of  the  new  Vizir;  but  the  moft  vigorous  meafures  mull  be  purfued 
to  attack  them  by  fea  and  land. 

Wherefore  by  a  deliberation  with  the  illuftrions  lawjer^*  mu 
Hjfters,  and  chieftains,  our  fubjefls,  you  muft  (with  a  full  confi- 
ience  \\\  God  and  his  Prophet)  fix  upon  the  eiFedual  means  of 
Veeing  the  province  of  Fgypt  from  the  prefence  of  fuch  wretches, 
fou  will  acquaint  all  the  true  believers  in  the  refpe£live  quarters^ 


•  Original,  Swine. 

3  M  a  that 
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that  tiv  ars  nt  ivar  xviih  the  French  ;  and,  turning  night  into  day, 
ivil!  i^pj^ly  your  in  moll  efforts  to  take  reven|,-^c  o\  them. 

You  will  adopt  the  nioft  vii;ilant  coiuludl  towards  defending  the 
other  Ma«io:ri<.djn  provinces,  and  our  Imperial  frontiers,  from 
the  plois  aiiii  malice  of  the  enemy,  by  the  due  reinforccnneut  of 
cvtry  port  ari'l  place  with  troops  and  military  (lores. 

You  v\ill  likcvvife  direft  your  zenlous  attention  towards  the  due 
fijppl y  of  duily  proviiions  to  the  inhabitants  of  this  our  Imperial  rc- 
iide.Kc  ;  and  u  ill  watch  over  the  affairs  of  all  perfons  in  gencraly 
liiilil  iHl^  Sup  c   .r  Vizir  do  arrive. 

\Vc  Ihall  ob "  »■  c  your  exertions  ;  and  may  the  omnipotent  God 
ordain  his  uivin.  lavour  to  attend  our  uridcrtakingSj  and  render  us 
fuCwcGfu!  in  the  vindication  of  our  caufe! 


jliUi'efs  of  the  Legijli  ''ve  Bcr/y  to  the  French  Nation^  agreed  to  by  iki 

tui'o  Count: Is y  en  the  6th  Oil,  *798- 

A  T  the  moment  when  the  legi native  body,  penetrated  with  the 
'^^  imporias  cc  of  its  augiilt  duties,  gives  to  the  generous  people 
■whom  it  rcprcients,  the  ufcful  inftitution  of  military  confcription, 
ciicui'/.llaiicts  of  g:cat  importance  de.;ia!id  a  fpccdy  application  of 
its  proviiions,  and  rt-v^nirc  the  immediate  beneiitof  its  effctls.    By 
a  r.i  lvJ«.ii  opcr.'iiun  of  that  law  two  liundrcd  thoufand  citizens  are 
called  upon  to  lliare  the  honour  of  defending  their  country.     It  is 
3io*L  that  tlicy  abandon  the  hope,  or  renounce  the  defire,  of  a  fpecdy 
J  cace.     1  hey  nt-vcr  iiavc   ccafcd  to  figh  for  that  moment,  that 
happy  and  gloria,  us  moment,  when  our  common  mother,  feated 
i:pon  the  trophies  of  her  children,  might  lay  afide  the  fword,  and 
licVDtc  her  vyiiole  attention  to  the  improvement  of  agriculture,  to 
the  peaceable  purfuit  of  fcience,  to  the  brilliant  inventions  of  na- 
tional iudiiilry  and  pacific  arts.     Too  much  care,  however,  can- 
not b(*  employed  to  diflipate  the  clouds  which  threaten  the  polirica! 
hoii/nn  of  Europe.     The  French  republic  has  made  all  the  facri- 
ficcs  for  peace  which  her  humanity  didlated,  and  which  her  glory 
allov.ed.     Wanting  nothing  but  the  will  to  conquer  and  to  fiib- 
due,  the  republic  had  the  ccuragc  to  arreil  its  courfe  in  the  midft 
of  it'  triui-^pli:'-    !^  however,  ccrtam  crowned  prize-fighters,  link 
corrci^lcd  by  their  liuml.^.VT;)  dcfcais,  Itill  are  defirous  anew  to 
open  the  lilts,  th;.'n,  by  the  folcmn  voice  of  the  two  great  powtrs 
of  the  ilatc,  it  will   a^ain  give  the  fignal  of  vidlory ;  and  you, 
Frenchmen,  you  will  anfwcr  with  an  unanimous  cry,  **  Wc  are 
ready  !   what  nation  calls  for  its  deliverance  \  what  king  is  tired  of 
icigning  r  " 

The  iruiulr^cnt  republic  has  left  on  their  thrones  kings  who 

were  g«:iity  of  niv-irellion  againft  it ;  but  it  has  not  left  them  the 

iwhx  of  violating  treaties,  and  conlinuinvj  with  impunity  war  in 

'  1  ths 
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the  mldft  of  peace.  Numerous  and  powerful  motives  wiH  eafilf- 
rc-animate  againd  them  yoiir  magnanimous  refentment.  AiA 
who  among  you  has  forgotten  the  calamities  which  France  has 
been  compelled  to  bear  during  a  long  and  terrible  war?  It  was 
not  enough  that  an  impioiis  league  was  formed  to  annihilate  the 
infaut  republic  ;  it  was  not  enough  that  the  French  territory  was 
ftaincd  with  facrilegious  Aandards.  Our  inteliinc  divifions,  the 
crimes  of  rival  factions,  the  civil  war  kindled  in  the  weftern  de« 
partmcnts,  fanaticifm  inflaming  the  credulous  populacey  ruin  and 
dcvaltation  overfpreading  our  fertile  fields ;  are  not  all  thefe  cais« 
mitics  the  work  of  haughty  England,  and  fome  obedient  kings 
who  declared  thcmfelves  at  once  the  agents  and  the  penfionaries* 
of  the  Englifh  government  ?  Have  we  not  feen  their  judges  open 
up  in  our  courts  the  arraignment  of  liberty  r  Have  we  .not  feen 
their  rcprcfentatives  within  the  facred  walls  where  the  majefty  of 
the  French  people  rcfides^  And,  ye  unfortunate  old  men,  ye 
plaintive  mothers,  if  folitude  reigns  in  your  cottages  ;  if,  unbend- 
ing nticier  your  ruflic  roofs,  you  call  in  vain  the  fons  who  ihould 
have  toothed  your  la(t  moments,  and  {hut  your  dying  eyes  ;  thofe 
fons,  thofe  heroes,  efcaped  from  fo  many  battles,  have  fallen  under 
the  daegcrs  of  hired  ailaflins,  and  their  unhonoured  corpfes  have 
dyed  uith  blood  our  indignant  rivers.  Net  even  a  grave  have 
they  found  in  this  immenfe  republic,  founded,  cemented,  aggran- 
difcd  by  thcmfelves.  Royatifm  cut  them  off  in  the  midit  of  a 
pcoj.lcuho  had  aboliihed  royalty.  Their  laft  fighs,  their  Isft 
J<.  oK^,  iinj>!orcii  liie  abl'cnt  republic  ;  and  if  the  intcrcfl  of  all  Eu- 
rope now  lolicits  peace,  their  allies  and  your  folitary  tears  Hill  cry 
for  v'jn:cance. 

Tin*  arn^.b  of  the  republic  have  overcome  all  obftacles,  and  pro- 
f^iaT'.d  a!',  its  enemies.  At  the  beginning  of  the  war  the  Stadt- 
l-.(»!'Jcr?.tc  liaJ  connedlcd  itfelf  with  the  deltinies  of  England  ;  the 
kor.ian  tjicccracy  launched  againft  us  the  exhauAed  thunders 
of  tj.j  \'atlcan  ;  tlic  Helvetic  confederacy  protected  all  the  confpi- 
rator^i  I'.-ivilhed  from  the  French  territory.  Five  yean  have 
fcarcciy  tijpfcd,  and  the  Stadtholdcrate  is  overthrown,  the  Roman 
thcocrT.:y  is  humbled  with  the  duft,  and  the  Helvetic  oligarchy  an- 
r*J.ilat'jd.  In  the  place  of  tyrants  and  adverfarics,  we  fee  repub« 
licaMsaf'd  friends.  Upon  an  element  which  fometimes  baffles  the 
nioik  liililime  courage,  fi^rtnne  may  for  a  moment  have  forfaken 
the  ..clcnJcrs  ot  their  coinitry  !  Cilory  has  every  where  purfued 
them  !  Tiie  (^ccan  has  buried  fume  of  our  heroes,  but  not  their 
ne-.  e^-'^ '."••^'  renov^  p.  lingiand,  affrighted  at  her  triumph,  awaits 
Willi  r  '.iricholv  difinay  the  inevitable  blow  which  is  to  (lab  her 
to  t';c  liL..ri.  an*!  :  )  ii*vc:il;c  the  two  worlds  ! !  Woe  to  the  incon* 
fidcr.itc  nionarciii  whom  her  corrupting  gold  (hall  fcduce  into  neir 
wars  ! 

Let  not  tlic  governments  which  yet  arc  willing  to  tempt  the 

dangers 
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dangers  of  war,  hope  to  weaken  our  efforts  by  fowing  diviHont 
among  \)s.  Long  and  cruel  cxf)crience  has  taught  us  to  defpire 
thufe  homicidal  denominations  which  create  and  perpetuate  fac- 
tions. Vainly  (hall  they  attempt  to  oppofc  to  each  other  the  power 
which  enads  and  the  power  which  executes  the  laws.  They  (hail 
march  clofcly  knit,  indilTolubly  united. 

l^he  fpirit  by  which  they  are  equally  animated  is  a  iincere  and 
conftant  deiire  of  peace.  But  it  is  of  a  peace  glorious  for  France 
and  her  allies  ;  it  is  at  the  fame  time  the  invincible  refulution  of 
repelling  by  force  every  infult  offered  to  the  dignity  of  the  republic. 
Fathers  of  families^  blefs  your  children,  whofe  fervices  our  com- 
mon mother  requires ;  iiifpire  them  with  your  praifes :  the  ef- 
teem  of  age  is  flattering  to  courage,  and  their  glory  will  be  rcfleAed 
upon  your  grey  hairs.  Mothers,  wives,  retain  not  their  generous 
fteps  ;  animate  their  heroifm  by  your  commands ;  hurry  them  oa 
to  glory  ;  let  them  hallen  to  reap  their  (hare  of  that  which  is  the 
inheritance  of  every  Frenchman  !  And  you,  ye  young  defenders 
of  your  comtry,  iiy!  your  brothers  in  arms  await  you.  You 
will  find  in  the  armies  the  example  of  living  heroes,  and  the  me- 
mory of  the  heroes  who  have  fallen  in  the  caufe  of  liberty.  Hoche 
and  Marceau,  on  the  banks  of  the  Rhine  ;  Laharpe  and  Stengel, 
on  the  banks  of  the  Hendan  ;  repofe  amidil  the  glory  of  their  ex- 
ploits. On  their  tombs  you  will  (hed  the  tears  of  gratitude  and 
of  religious  refpccl ;  and  if  the  hour  of  battle  arrives^  you  will 
fwear  on  their  afhc&  to  die  victorious. 


.  -  II » 


EQiJALITYj   LIBERTY,    FRATERNITY. 

npHE  Executive  Dire£lory  of  the  Batavian  republic  hereby  give 
•*•  notice,  that  the  repreientativc  body,  as  eflabliflicd  by  the 
con(titution,  having  taken  into  their  confideration,  that  the  various 
laws  and  proclamations  heretofore  enadied  and  publi(hed  againft 
the  importation  of  Britiih  goods,  have  not  been  fufficiently  clear 
and  efficacious  to  caufe  that  interruption  to  the  trade  of  England 
which  the  holille  and  infolcnt  conducl  of  that  country  towards  this 
republic  at  all  times  has  merited;  and  confideriivg  that  it  is  ab- 
folutely  necclFary,  in  order  to  difappoint  the  avarice  s^nd  humble  the 
pride  of  Britain,  as  alfo  for  the  encouragement  of  the  manufac- 
tures  of  the  Batavian  republic,  to  enadl  more  precife  and  rigorous 
rtftriAions,  and  fuch  as  (hall  admit  of  no  cvafion  on  the  part  of  the 
merchants  and  dealers,  nor  be  liable  to  be  mifunderftood  by  the 
public  officers,  from  a  doubt  what  commodities  and  wares  are  to 
be  underftood  by  the  term  EngKfli  goods : 

The  leprcfcntative  body  having  likewife  confidered  the  danger- 
ous 
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Ous  and  iujurious  confequences  of  the  trade  carried  on  by  neutral 
vefTelsy  diTc&ly  from  England  to  the  ports  of  this  republic  ^  and 
lailly,  having  taken  into  confideration  that  the  intereft  of  com- 
merce in  general  requires  that  the  nature  and  extent  of  this  reftric- 
tion  (hould  be  fully  known,  decrees  as  follows  : 

That  from  the  31ft  of  Odlober  of  the  prefent  year,  all  lawg^ 
proclamations,  ordinances,  and  decrees,  of  the  States  General,  th« 
National  Alfembly,  the  Conftituent  AiTembly,  or  the  late  unconfti- 
tutional  reprcfentativc  body,  relative  to  the  importation  of  Britiik 
^commodities,  manufatSlures,  and  productions,  (hall  be  repealed  and 
ceafe  ;  and  that  henceforth  it  (hall  be  decreed,  as  it  hereby  is  do* 
creed  : 

That  after  the  31ft  of  the  prefent  months  OSober,  no  Briti(h 
manufadures,  commodities,  or  produ£ltons,  by  whatever  namt 
they  may  be  called,  ihall  be  imported  into  the  Batavian  republic, 
either  by  land  or  water,  either  dircftly  from  Great  Britain,  or  by. 
any  circuitous  route,  under  the  penalty  that  fuch  Briti(h  manufac- 
tures, commodities,  or  productions,  Ihall  be  declared  forfeited  and 
coiififcated  to  the  11  fe  of  the  Hate. 

That  ail  fuch  pcrfons  as  direSly  or  indire£lly  (hall  have  beea 
concerned  in  the  importation  of  fuch  goods,  or  favoured  the  fame^ 
or  to  whom  they  Ihall  have  been  coniigned,  (hall  not  only  be  pu* 
Tiifhed  by  the  lofs  of  the  goods,  but  if  it  ihall  appear  that  they 
had  knowledge  of  them,  and  after  the  time  limited  by  this  procla-» 
niation  did  not  give  notice  to  the  cuftom-houfe,  or  the  officers  ap- 
pointed for  that  purpofe,  they  ihall  be  confidcred  as  enemies 
to  their  country,  and  banifhed  for  ever  from  the  Batavian  tcr« 
ritory. 

And  in  order  to  remove  all  doubts,  either  of  the  ^eaters  or  ot- 
iiccrs,  with  refpcct  to  what  arc  to  be  confidered  as  Britiih  manufac- 
tures or  prodndions,  it  is  b.ereby  declared,  that  the  following  ar- 
ticles (liall  be  fo  deemed,  whatever  their  origin,  may  be,  or  from 
Yvhatever  place  they  may  have  been  configned  or  (hipped  : 

1.  All  forts  c^r  what  are  called  Mancheiler  manufaflurcs. 

2.  All  cu/ihs  and  ttuii's  of  wool  cotton,  cottonwool,  linen,  or 
thread, 

3.  All  mixed  fluffs  made  of  any  of  the  above -men  tiooej 
articles.' 

4.  All  cottons,  linens,  muflins,  dimities,  and  nankeens,  whether 
ifvh'jlly  or  in  part  printed  or  painted. 

5.  All  woollen,  cotton,  or  worfted  waiilcoats,  breeches,  and 
■pantaloons,  or  llufFfor  thcfc  in  the  piece. 

6.  All  Knuliili,  Scotch,  and  Iriih  llockings. 

7.  All  iniiiincry  and  manufadures  of  cotton,  Wopl,  and  kfthef, 
whether  plain,  mixed,  or  coloured. 

8.  All  forts  of  buttons. 

9.  All  kinds  of  plated  ware. 

10.  All 
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lo.  All  forts  of  hardvrare,  or  manufadures  of  iron,  fteelj  tii% 
copper,  and  pewter,  whether  plain^  lackered,  or  painted, 
J  I.  All  forts  of  cutlery  ware. 

12.  All  kimls  of  cabinet-maker's  work. 

13.  Watches,  gold  and  filvcr  clafps,  watch-chains,  rings,  fans, 
and  all  kinds  of  jewellery. 

14.  All  forts  of  leather,  tanned,  curried,  or  prepared  in  any 
■manner ;  boot-legs,  men  or  womeols  Ihoe-lcaiher,  whether  wholly 
,er  partly  fin i filed. 

15.  All  forts  of  carriages,  whether  wholly  or  partly  finiflied^ 
■new  or  fecond-hand  faddlcs,  and  xU  kinds  of  faddlery. 

16.  All  forts  of  iilk  wal'tcoats  and  ribands,  whether  wholly  or 
partly  filk,  cotton,  or  thread. 

17.  All  forts  of  men's  and  women's  hat 3,  whether  of  felt,  ftrftw, 
or  any  other  material  ;  iilk  handkerchiefs  and  (hawls  known  by 
the  name  of  Englifli. 

18.  All  forts  of  fpnn  wool  and  hair,  peruke-makers*  work, 
fioor-cloths,  carpets,  whether  complete,  or  in  pieces  or  rolU, 
from  which  they  may  be  finilhcd. 

ig.  All  forts  of  prepared  leather,  waflieJ  leather,  flcins  for  mak- 
ing of  gloves,  breeches,  or  waiftcoats,  whether  painted,  printed,  or 
plain  ;  as  alfo  all  articles  employed  in  the  tTianiifii£lure  of  thefc. 

20.  All  forts  of  Engliih  glafs,  except  that  which  is  ufed  for  the 
making  of  optical  indrumcnts  and  clock-work. 

21.  All  forts  of  Engliih  taffeties,  paper-hangings,  and  fu^ 
siturc. 

22.  All  forts  of  refined  fugars,  whether  in  loaves  or  powder,  or 
loofe,  which  have  been  refined  in  Europe. 

23.  All  forts  of  porcelain,  earthen  and  pottery  ware..  ■ 

And  it  is  likewife  decreed,  that  after  the  31ft  of  0£lobcr  ^f 
the  prefcnt  year  1798,  no  fliip  coming  from  Britiih  ports,  and 
having  taken  in  her  lading  there,  (hall  enter  any  of  the  ports  af 
this  republic,  under  pain  of  confifcation  of  the  faid  lading  to  tbe 
ufe  of  the  Batavian  nation. 

This  penalty  of  confifcation,  however,  ihall   not  be  enforced 
againil  neutral  fliips  laden  with  fuch  good?,  till  after  the  15th of 
*  November  next  enfuing. 

The  Executive  Diredory  is  hereby  charged  with  the  piiblicatioQ 
of  this  decree,  in  the  uiual  manner  i  and  the  agent  of  finances 
with  its  firicl  enforcement. 

(Signed)  F.  Ermerins. 

S.  Dassevaal,  Loco-SeOf 
HagTiCy  Oif.  23,  1798, 
fht  ^th  year  ?f  Batajia::  liberty. 
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PrGCiidings  ofthi  Congrefiat  Raftadt^  eonumadfromPagiy^'j. 


Subflance  of  the  Note  from  the  PntJJian  MlnlJIer  to  the  Deputation  of 

the  Empire^  on  the  14th  ^une. 

I.  T^HE  Rhine  is   to  fcrve  for  a  boiindnry  from  a  point  to  be 
-■•    lakcn  near  th<:  VVtzci,  as  far  as  the  fpot  where  itfeparatea 
into  different  brnni  i)c^ ,  and  continues  its  courfe  through  Holland^ 
under  the  nnrnc  of  the  Waal. 

II.  With  rcfpecl  to  the  Wezel  in  particular,  it  will  be  proper 
for  a  boiYndary  to  fix  on  the  canal  concluded  in  17841  acrofs  the 
ifland  of  Buderich. 

III.  The  Rhine  toll  is  to  be  continued  for  the  prefent ;  and  as 
to  the  right  of  levying  cu(lomS|  the  propofitions  made  on  this  head 
cannot  be  acceded  to ;  and  at  all  events,  the  regulation  of  thefo 
objeAs  ought  to  be  deferred  on  account  of  there  being  matters  to 
be  fettled  by  a  treaty  of  commerce  after  the  condufion  of 


Subfiance  of  the  Anfwcr  of  the  Deputation  of  the  Empire  t§  the  Noti 
of  the  French  Afinijiers  of  the  4th  Meffid^r  (June  22). 

THE  propofitions  contained  in  the  lad  note  of  the  French  mi- 
nifters  are  to  be  confidered  as  appertaining  only  to  the  demand  of 
the  French  government  refpe£iing  the  forts  of  Kehl  and  Hu« 
ningnen.  The  deputation  fubfcribes  to  the  article  concerning  the 
immediate  nobles  :  but  It  demands  that  the  fequeftration  (hould  bo 
immediately  taken  off,  and  that  they  ihould  be  rcftorcd  to  the pof- 
feflion  of  their  properties,  without  waiting  for  the  exchange  or  the 
ratifications  of  the  treaties  of  peace.  It  infifts  alfo  that  the  prin- 
cipalities which  pofTefs  mediate  eftates,  (hould  not  be  comprifed 
in  the  confifcations,  and  that  their  properties  fhould  be  reftored 
to  them  forthwith.  With  refpedl  to  the  property  of  the  clergjr, 
as  the  fubjed  is  as  yet  untouched,  any  explanation  upon  it  is  ic* 
fervcd  for  fome  future  opportunity. 

9/A  July. 

Anfwer  of  the  Ft  encb  Mimjlcri  to  the  Note  of  the  Deputation  of  tbt 

Empire  of  the  ijth  July* 

THE  imdcrfigned  minifters  of  the  French  republic  for  the  ne- 
gotiation vvith  the  German  Empire,  have  received  a  note  from  the 
deputies  of  the  Empire,  bearing  date  the  21ft  Meffidor  lall  (9th 
July),  which  has  been  communicated  to  them  by  M.  de  Mctier- 
nich,  miniltcr  plenipotentiary  from  his  Majefly  the  Emperor.  It 
appeirs  proper,  in  the  outfet,  to  anfwcr  fome  objections  which 
the  deputies  have  made  in  their  note  of  the  20th  Floreal,   and 
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vjh\c\\  they  have  now  repeated,  viz.  that  the  laft  demands  made  in 
the  name  of  the  IVcnch  republic,  arc  in  oppofition  to  the  pre- 
ceding ;  that  the  tiote  of  the  14th  Florcal  ilifclofcs  pretenflons  at 
once  exaggerated  and  unexpc£lcd,    which  not  only  deftroy  the 
limit  agreed  upon  between  the  two  dates,  but  alfo  menace  the 
fafety  and  independence  of  Germany.     The  deputies  of  the  Em- 
pire ought  to  recoiled,  that  the  miniftcrs  plenipotentiary  of  the 
French  republic  have  manifcftcd,  from  the  opening  of  the  nego- 
tiation, an  intentioa  for  the  common  advantage  of  regulating  the 
manner  in  which  it  Ihou Id  proceed:  that  of  confequcnce  they  have 
uniformly  endeavoured  to  avoid  in  their  communications!  whe- 
ther verbal  or  written,confoundingobjc£ls,  by  keeping  them  diftin£l 
from  each  other,  and  that  they  have  conflantly  held  that  the  diflfercnc. 
points  (hould  be  debated  in  their  natural  order.     In  the  iirft  rank^ 
unquedionably,  is  that  of  the  ceflion  of  the  countries  fituated  arm. 
the  left  bank  of  the  Rhine.     Next  comes  the  mode  of  indemnit>^ 
by  fecularizations ;  but  qucflions  once  refolved  upon  do  not  binc^ 
fubfeqiicnt  ones.  It  never  occurred  to  the  miniftcrs  plenipotentiary 
of  the  rrench  republic  to  betray  the  leaft  fymptom  of  renun- 
ciation.    The  deputies  themfclves  forefaw   fo  well   further  de- 
xnands  might  be  made,  that  they  more  than  once  exprefled  a  vfiih 
that  the  French  legation  fliould  explain  itfelf  upon  this  fubjed. 
The  propofitions  made  this  day  by  the  underllgned,  arc  not  fo  much 
the  fimplc  confcquence  of  the  progrcfs  of  ideas,  as  the  fucceflii'e 
clevelopcmcnt  of  the  regular  plan  which  they  announced.     Con- 
fiJ.crcd  in  themfclves,  they  are  not  contrary  to  what  has  been  pre- 
vioufly  propofcJ  an^l  agreed  on.     With  refpcS  to  a  ftate  having  a 
recognifed  limit,  it  docs  not  follow  that  it  may  not  provide  means 
for  the  fccurity  of  that   limit,    without  being  on  that  account 
charged  with  having  views  of  aggrandizement.     And  here  it  mull 
be  obfcrvcd,  that  J-rancc  having  been  attacked,  and  her  armies 
having  triumphed,  flic  ought,  on  the  one  fide,  to  carry  her  meafures 
of  precaution  much  further  in  future  ;  and  that,  on  the  other  fidcj     . 
ihc  ought  in  jn fticc  to  prefume  to  a  much  greater  com">enfation 
fur  her  immcnfe  facriHccs  than  the  nccclfiiy  of  her  def  nee  re- 
quires.    Yet  flic  has  been  known  to  moderate  her  legitimate  prc- 
tcnlloijs.     Every  impartial  perfon  mull  fee,  in  the  conditions  of 
peace  which  flie  offers  to  Europe,  nothing  but  what  is  extremely     | 
reafonable,  or  which  docs  not  belong  to  the  nature  of  all  treaticSi     1 
which  ahvays  import  a  certain  inequality  of  advantages,  accord-    < 
ing  to  the   relative    pofitlon   of  the  contraAing  powers.     The     I 
imcntion  of  t!u;  French  government  could  not  be,  that  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  German  Empire  (hould  be  threatened.     Its  with 
ihou^.d  be  rather,  that  it  might  acquire  more  flrength  and  folidity. 
The  deputies  will  perceive,  if  they  confider  it  maturely,  that  the 
t'.vo  points  polFeilcd  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Rhine  by  the  F'reuch, 
very  far  from  giving  them  umbrage,  ought,  on  the  contrary,  to 
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be  regarded  as  a  bond  of  confidence,  as  one  of  the  pledges  of  fu* 
tiire  tranquillity  between  the  two  nations.     Faffing  now  to  the  note 
pf  the  2jft  Mcflidor,  the  underfigned  obfervc,'  in  the  firft  place 
that  the  deputies  of  the  Empire  do  not  appear  to  have  well  under- 
ftood  or  fufficiently  weighed  the  contents  of  that  wiiich  they  fent 
the  4tli  of  the  fame  month  ;  and  that  in  adopting  a  fyflem  almoft 
abfohitely  negative,  they  may  give  reafon  to  doubt  the  fincerity  of 
their  pacific  intentions.     The  underfigned   will  never  entertain 
fuch  doubt ;  but  the  deputies  of  the  Empire  muft  alfo,  on  their 
fide,  rejeA  the  idea  that  the  moderation  of  the  republic,  and  the 
facilities  it  adduces  to  the  conclufion  of  peace,  can  be  extended 
beyond  their  juft  bounds.     A  fecond  obfervation  may  be  made^ 
namely,    that  the   note  of  the  minifters   plenipotentiary  of  the 
French  republic  of  the  4th  Mcfiidor,  had  not  only  for  its  ohjeft 
to  abandon  or  foften  certain  articles  contained  in  that  of  the  14th 
Floreal,  but  that  they  there  infill  upon  other  articles  of  this  fanie 
note,  which  were  maintained,  and  not  fubmitted  to  modification. 
Yet  the  anfwer  of  the  deputies  of  the  Empire  docs  not  contain  on 
this  head  any  declaration,  either  precife  or  calculated  to  lead  finally 
to  any  refult  whatever.     It  remains  then  for  the  underfigned  to 
relieve  the  negotiation  from  this  fiate  of  languor  and  incertitude; 
that  is,  to  combine  under  one  point  of  view  the  propofitions  en- 
clofcd  in  their  notes  of  the  14th  Floreal  and  the  3d  Mcflidor,  and 
to  declare  pofitively  what  muft  be  granted  or  refufed. 

In  the  firft  place,  the  minifters  plenipotentiary  of  French  re- 
public perfift  in  the  whole  of  their  demands  relative  to  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  Rhine,  and  fee  with  plcafure  they  have  come  near  their 
propofitions,  which  are  evidently  dictated  by  the  defire  of  common 
profperlty.     But  they  cannot  obferve  without  fiirprife  that  the  de- 
puties hefitate  to  acknowledge,  that  this  obje£l  being  for  the  di- 
reft  intcreft  of  the  whole  Empire,  the  ftipulatioos  thereon  (hoiiid 
nccclfarily  have  a  place  in  the  prefent  treaty.     They  are  afto- 
nifhed,  particularly,  that  the  deputies  fhould  claim  the  provifional 
maintenance  of  the  rights  of  toll  until  the  conclufion  of  a  ticaty  of 
commerce  ;  which,  feeing  the  difficulties  in  the  way  of  a  treaty 
of  this  kind  with  the  Empire  in  general,  would  amount  to  the 
prefcrvation,  pure  and  fimple,  of  rights  the  moft  opprefltve  to 
commerce.     1  he  underfigned  demand  with  inftant  earncftnefs  the 
abolition  of  the  tolls,  and  that  all  the  articles  relating  to  the  navi- 
gation of  the  Rhine,  (hall  be  inferted  in  the  treaty  of  peace.     To 
give  a  new  proof  of  the  principles  which  guide  them,  and  of  the 
conciliatory  fpirit  by  which  they  are  animated,  they  will  confent 
that  this  navigation  <hall  be  abfolutcly  free  for  thofe  who  rcfide  on 
the  banks  of  the  river;  that  the  ftaple  rights  (bould  be  abolifhed,  as 
alfo  the  corporations  of  bargemen.     The  deputies  wilbfurely  < 
ferve  that  this  is,    on  the  part  of  the  French  republic^    a  1 
'  ce(}ion,  which  will  merit  a  recompence.    They -hope  alfo  t 
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depniics  will  cflfe£lually  demand  from  the  German  diet  the  enfran- 
chifementof  the  interior  rivers  of  Germany,  or  at  leaft  of  thofe 
which  empty  themfelves  into  the  Rhine. 

Secondly,  The  French  republic  recedes  from  its  demand  of  all 
the  iflands  of  the  Rhine.     Of  the  two  means  propofed  by  the  de* 
piities  for  dividing  the  river,  they  admit  the  Thalweg.     Thtis  the 
iflcs  which  will  be  found  on  the  right  of  the  courfe  of  the  naviga- 
tion, fhall  remain  with  the  Empire.     Thofe  which  (hall  be  found 
on  the  left  (hall  belong  to  the  republic,  as  alfo  the  ifland  of  Saint 
Pierre,    fituatcd  below  Mentz,  and  which  is  formally  excepted 
from  the  part  allotted  to  the  Empire.     The  underfigned  make 
alfo  this  exprefs  rcfcrvation,  that  the  iflands  beyond  the  courfe  of 
the  Great  Rhine,  which  may  be  dependent  on  France,  (ball  be 
preferved  to  her.    It  ihall  be  further  agreed,  that  in  cafe  the  courfe 
of  the  river  (hall  change,  the  iflands  fhall  remain  under  the  fovc- 
reignty  to  which  they  (hall  be  attached  by  the  treaty.     In  no  cafe 
fhall  the  neutrality  of  the  navigation  be  queftioned. 

Thirdly,  They  have  faid  in  the  note  of  the  14th  Floreal,  that 
Cailel,  the  Fort  of  Mars,  and  its  territories,  cannot  be  feparated 
from  Mentz,  of  which  they  have  been^  always  confidered  as  coo- 
ilituting  a  pait,  and  that  they  would  be  conftantly  threatened 
iinlcfs  ihcy  were  in  the  fame  hands.  The  exigence  of  Ehren- 
breitflcin  being  incompatible  with  that  of  Coblentz,  the  fafety  of 
the  republic  demands  its  demolition.  Thefe  are  two  points  upon 
which  there  muft  he  no  difcuflion,  and  which  do  not  admit  of  mo- 
dification. With  rcfpefb  to  Kehl,  the  underfigned  (hould  hope 
they  had  fufliciently  yielded  their  former  demands  in  the  firft  article 
of  their  note  of  the  4th  Meflidor.  To  remove  all  difiicolty,  how- 
ever, they  will  renounce  all  claim  to  the  redoubts  exprefsly  re- 
ceived by  faid  article. 

Fourthly,  The  deputies  oppofe  the  demand  of  eftablifhing  com- 
mercial bridges  at  Huninguen,  and  between  the  two  BrifgaUSi 
upon  the  ground  that  e(labli(hmcnt5  of  this  kind  are  always  a 
point  of  conteft,  which  ought  to  be  avoided  as  much  as  pouible 
between  two  flates.  We  will  not  examine  here,  whether  this 
opinion  be  well  or  ill  founded ;  but  it  is  an  acknowledged  and 
rnofl  important  truth,  that  agriculture  and  commerce,  thofe  two 
grand  fources  of  the  riches  of  nations,  require  in  all  countries 
communications  ready,  eafy,  and  numerous.  Are  not  commer- 
cial intercfts  the  raoft  precious,  and  perhaps  the  only  true  fourceof 
connexion  between  people  and  people  i 

The  deputies  obje£l  further,  that  the  eflablifhment  of  new 
bridges  on  the  Rhine  is  not  necelfary  for  commerce.  This  fe- 
cond  objection,  which  poffeifes  little  folidity,  deftroys  in  fome 
manner  the  firft.  The  very  exiflence  of  the  prefent  bridges 
proves,  that  thefe  means  of  connexion  are  ufeful  without  danger ; 
what  inconvenience  then  can  follow  from  allowing  two  more, 

particularly 
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particularly  when  thefe  new  conftruAions  are,  if  well  adapted  to 
local  fituatioriy  defired  equally  by  the  inhabitants  of  both  banks  i 

Fifthly,  With  regard  to  what  concerns  the  immediate  nobtltty* 
the  underiigned  perlill  in  the  3d  article  of  their  note  of  the  4th 
Meflidor.  The  reprefentations  which  the  deputies  of  the  Empire 
have  made  on  this  fubje£t,  cannot  be  attended  to»  bccaufe  they  are 
contrary  to  the  principles  and  laws  of  the  French  republic. 

Sixthly,  It  is  faid  in  the  note  of  the  14th  Floreal,  that,  con- 
formably to  generally  received  principles,  the  debts  which  were 
liens  on  the  properties  ceded  to  France,  ihould  be  transferred  to 
thofe  given  in  exchange :  this  difpofition,  from  which  the  eccle- 
fiaftical  cle£tors  are  not  excepted,  is  invariable. 

Seventhly,  The  underiigned  renew  the  demand  of  the  renua- 
ciacions  detailed  in  the  faid  note,  and  particularly  that  they  ftipa- 
late  for,  in  a'future  treaty,  the  abandonment  of  all  rights  what- 
ever, claimed  by  the  Empire  on  all  the  parts  of  the  Italian  territory, 
which  may  be  able  to  recover  themielves,  and  which  now  belong 
to  republics  eAabliflied  in  that  country.  They  demand  alfo,  that 
by  a  fpecial  claufc  there  be  inferred  in  this  fame4reaty,  to  prevent 
all  doubt  and  difficulty  on  the  fubjed,  a  ftipulation  for  the  ceffion 
of  F'rikthaly  and  the  furrendcr  to  the  French  republic  of  all  the 
rights  which  the  German  Empire  might  claim  upon  this  ter- 
ritory. 

Such  are  the  propofitions  which  the  minifters  plenipotcntianr  of 
the  French  republic  offer  to  the  deliberation  of  the  deputies  of  the 
Empire,  with  further  reference  to  their  notes  of  the  14th  Floreal* 
the  4th  Meflidor,  and  the  preceding  ones,  refpefting  every  thing 
not  contrary  to  the  prcfent  one,  and  therein  not  exprefsly  re- 
voked ;  they  prefent  them  as  the  conditions  of  peace :  they  invite 
the  deputies  of  the  Empire  to  take  them  into  their  mod  ferious 
con n deration,  and  to  put  an  end,  by  a  clear  and  precife  decla- 
ration upon  each  of  the  articles  propofed,  to  all  incertitude  upon 
the  further  progrefs  of  the  negotiation. 

Thcv  have  the  honour  to  afTure  M.  de  Motternich,  minifter 
plenipotentiary  from  his  Majefly  the  Emperor,  of  their  moft  diftin- 
guithed  coniideration.  (Signed)         Bonnier. 

Rafladt^   \jl  Tkermidor^  Jean  DebRT« 

in  the  Oth  year.  ROBERJOT. 

TtHQur  cf  the  Vote  given  by  the  Aujlrian  M'tn'tfier  in  the  Sitting  Qftht 
Deputation  of  the  Empire  of  the  yl  Augufl, 

AUSTRIA,  animated  by  a  fmcere  delire  of  obtaining  peace  to 
the  Empire,  has  hitherto  concurred-  with  its  whole  power  in 
whatever  was  likely  to  facilitate  that  objed,  and  its  votes  have 
uniformly  been  founded  on  the  principle  of  its  duties  towards  the 
Empire  in  general.     Fully  confiding  in  tliejultice  and  equity  of 

the 
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the  French  republic,  its  reprefentations  towards  her  have  been 
con(^anOy  of  an  amicable  and  conciliatory  nature,  calculated  to  ob- 
tain that  which,  in  the  judgment  of  Auilria  and  the  deputation  of 
the  Emprc,  was  announced  at  the  opening  of  the  congrefs  on  the 
part  of  the  French. 

It  will  continue  to  prcfervei  with  the  utmofl  referve  and  mode- 
fation,  the  fame  line  of  conduct,  the  fame  principle  of  negotiation 
and  rcprefentation  it  has  hitherto  adopted,  not  doubting  but  it  will 
produce  the  eiFe£l  it  ought. 

Confequently  Auflria,  in  giving  this  vote,  finds  itfelf  com- 
pelEed  to  remark,  that  in  the  25th  and  28th  (ittings  it  did  cod- 
fent  to  the  demand  made  on  tiie  part  of  France,  that  the  limits  of 
the  Rhine  fhould  form  the  bafis  of  peace  ;  that  a  fufficient  quantity 
vi  territory  (hould  be  ceded  on  the  left  bank,  as  (hould  be  nc- 
cclTary  to  draw  a  military  line,  determining  the  frontiers  between 
Germany  and  France  ;  and  that  even  the  facrifice  of  two-thinisof 
the  left  bank  of  the  Rhine  (hould  not  be  an  cbdacle  toeSeduating 
lucK  purpofe. 

Auilria  has  Ukewife  advifcd  the  Empire,  through  the  medium 
cf  the  deputation,  to  con  fent  to  this  facrifice,  in  order  to  put  an 
end  to  this  unhappy  war. 

It  has.  left  to  France  the  dctermmation  of  this  line  \  but  in  tlie 
38th  fitting,  bcfidcs  many  other  conditions,  it  has  formally  iwl 
particularly  infidcd  upon  this,  that  whatever  is  found  on  the  right 
bank  of  the  Rine,  be  its  denomination  what  it  may,  (hall  remaia 
to  the  Kmpire. 

As  France  hcrfelf  has  required  frontiers,  ncceffary,  asihefayff 
for  the  refpedivc  fafety  of  the  two  dates,  Auftria  continues  firm 
to  this  demand,  as  well  as  to  the  cetlion  of  the, left  bank  of  the 
Rhine,  which  Ihall  commence  below  Bale,  where  tiie  territories  of 
the  two  dates,  that  is  to  fay,  of  Germany  and  France,  begin  to  be 
contiguous,  under  the  conditions  declared,  and  principally  with  le* 
fcrcnce  to  what  concerns  the  right  hank  of  the  Rhine. 

Uut  the  majority  of  the  deputation  of  the  Empire  in  the  fame 
f.t!;ng,  after  having  eilabiiflicd  many  previous  points  and  modifi- 
dtion.*^',  abandoned  the  left  bank  of  the  Rhine  in  the  manner 
France  had  demanded  it,  to  wit,  as  a  fccurc  frontier  between 
C^cmany  and  France,  of  which  this  latter  power  was  already  in 
poJclTion.  m 

Aiiltria  nrLRivcd  a  paflivc  conduft  in  this  declaration  of  the 
drpTitntiun  \  i\ic  did  not  accede  to  it ;  and  after  the  conclufum  bad 
been  drawn  up,  (he  even  formally  and  abfolutcly  referred  to  the 
vxc  the  had  given;  ronfequenOy,  by  fo  doing  (he  neither  was 
ionfcnting  to,  nor  took  any  part  in  this  decifion.  Such  has  been  the 
i.Tuationin  uhich  Auflria  has  flood  at  this  moment,  relative  to  the 
biCv^  of  peace  agreed  to  by  the  Imperial  plenipotentiary^  as  repie- 

f'jutativc  of  the  fuj>remc  bead  uf  ihc  Empire, 

In 
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In  the  mean  time  it  is  to  be  obfervcd,  that  the  ceffion  on  ot^ 
ide,  as  well  as  the  other,  muft  neceflarily  be  conditional,  and 
ran  never  become  a  reciprocal  engagement  till  the  previous  condit- 
ions have  been  fulfilled,  or  the  parties  (hall  have  perfectly  under- 
tood  and  agreed  upon  them.  It  is  upon  this  fuppofition  alone  that 
he  confiderable  celHons  made  by  the  deputation  of  the  Empire  can 
>e  admitted  or  determined. 

When  the  deputation  of  the  Empire  demanded  on  the  part  of  that 
H)wer  with  whom  they  were  in  treaty,  whether  flie  would  after- 
vvards  form  new  pretenfions,  fuch  a  demand  was  natural,  and  its 
>bje£l  was  to  ferve  as  a  guide  to  their  future  deliberations  and  con- 
:elfions.  In  no  refpeft  could  it  be  deemed  improper,  or  capable 
>f  an  unfavourable  conftruftion.  When  a  ftate  is  in  pofleflion  of 
frontiers  fixed  and  acknowledged,  it  may,  with  the  greateft  pro- 
priety, adopt  meafures  for  the  fafcty  and  protedlion  of  thofe  fron- 
liers ;  but  it  cannot  with  juiUce  form  pretenfions,  which,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  whole  world,  and  the  conviftion  even  of  thofe  who 
make  the  demand,  mud  evidently  dedroy  the  fecurity  of  the  fron- 
tiers oppofite  to  them. 

We  ought  to  hope  and  expeft  from  a  powerful  ftate,  that  it 
would  weigh  its  (Irength  in  the  fame  fcale  with  fentiments  of 
|\ifttce,  and  that  it  would  not  entirely  lofe  fight  of  the  latter:  in 
fine,  that  it  would  not  require  of  Germany  abfolutely  to  place  it- 
felf  not  merely  in  a  defencclefs  (late,  but  to  extend  inquietude  and 
affliftion  even  to  its  bcfom.  We  are  tlie  more  juilified  in  cxpcft- 
ing  fuch  a  line  of  conduft  on  the  part  of  France,  under  the  prc- 
fent  circumilanccs,  inafmuch  as  in  the  laft  note  of  the  French  le- 
gation, we  find  the  pacific  alFu ranees,  already  made  at  different 
times,  renewed. 

It    has  been    fo  often   proved  that  the  Empire  was  not  the  ag- 

f;relTor,  that  it  would  be  ufclcfs  to  repeat  it.  We  cannot  there- 
ore  fee,  without  tlie  greatcit  concern,  thatexctifcs  are  fought  for, 
to  jiiftify  the  hard  and  impollible  conditions  wifhed  to  be  impofed 
on  Germany.  I' ranee  acquires  by  the  Rhine  fuch  frontiers  on 
the  fide  of  Germany,  that  Ihe  would  have  no  occafion  to  refort  to 
any  other  meafures  of  fafcty,  whilft,  if  they  extended  to  the  oppo- 
fite bank,  they  would  entirely  deftroy  the  fafcty  of  Germany,  if  wc 
compare  this  llatc  with  France  ;  and  it  is  the  more  unrcafonable^ 
as  the  demand  of  the  limit  of  the  Rhine  had  for  its  formal  bafis  the 
frcurity  of  both  Hates. 

The  cellion^.  mad'j  to  France  would  alfo  procure  it  fuch  an  in- 
demnity as  Germany  atfbrds  no  example  of,  and  muft  excite  the 
ailonilhmcnt  of  podcrity  :  and  as  from  the  expreffions  contained 
in  the  Frcncli  note,  the  pretenfions  yet  in  difputc  are  not  mads 
with  any  view  of  atr^randizement,  there  ought,  from  the  fame  mo- 
tive of  reciprocal  fecurity  for  which  it  was  alleged  they  were 
urt'rd,  to  be  the  IcTs  objedioa  in  defining  from  them,     fiefides, 

if 
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If  the  limits  of  the  Rhine  are  to  be  confidcred  is  •  band  of  confi- 
denccy  and  a  pledge  lor  the  future  tranquillity  of  the  two  nations, 
asthelail  French  note  cxprelfcd,  it  is  abfolutely  impoflibley  from 
the  nature  of  the  thing,  that  France  (hould  have  pofleffions  on  irs 
right  bank.     We  are  pcrfuaded  that  the  French  legation  is  tho- 
roughly convinced  of  this,  becaufc  fuch  a  convi£lion  is  an  innate 
fentiment  that  cannot  be  deftroyed  ;    and  bccaufe,  in  all  the  de^ 
clarations  hitherto  made  by  the  French  minilters,  and  given  in  ab- 
(tract  in  the  votes  of  Auftria  in  the  44th  fitting,  it  is  formally 
and  literally  dated,  that  they  demand  the  Rhino  us  a  boundary,  to 
prefcrve  the  tranquillity  and  fccurity  of  the  two  dates. 

After  thcfe  obfervaiiuns^  Auftria  refers  herfclf  wholly,  and  la 
all  points,  to  the  vote  given  in  the  49th  fitting,  and  (he  propofcsto 
renew  i^'ith  the  French  miniilers  plenipotentiary  the  fame 
amicable  rcprefcntations  and  propofitions  made  in  that  fitting; 
briefly  appealing  to  the  remarks  juit  madr?  on  the  laft  French  note. 
We  cannot  renounce  the  hope  that  France,  if  (he  means ^o  grant 
peace,  will  adopt  fentiments  of:  juftice  and  moderation  ;  the  more 
ib,  as  Germany  has  done  all  that  it  is  po([:ble  for  her  to  do ;  confe- 
qucntly  fhe  may  and  ought  to  hope  to  obtain  a  peace,  which  will 
at  lead  procure  a  degree  of  tranquillity  and  fafety  conformable  to 
circumftances,  and  will  con lole  her  for  the  unexampled  miferies 
experienced  during  this  lor.g  war. 

Althoui;h  we  eniircly  refer  to  the  vote  given  in  the  49th'  fittiugt 
wc  think  it  our  duty  to  make  fuch  obfervations  upon  the  points 
contained  in  the  lad  French  note,  as  are  ncceffary  to  fliow  the 
grounds  of  the  undermentioned  vote. 

id.  Relative  to  the  free  navigation  and  the  tolls  taken  00  the 
Rhine,  we  repeat,  that  we  will  accede  without  refervc  to  the  dcd- 
iion  of  the- 'deputation  on  this  fubje^l  ^  for  there  is  not,  nor  can 
there  be  any  quedion  refpcdting  the  other  rivers  that  do  not  eonptj 
themfclves  into  the  Rhine,  nor  confcqucntly  of  ihofe  that  flow 
through  the  Audrian  monarchy. 

2<i.  Audria  diould  infid  upon  the  principle  of  theThalw^  as 
it  is  the  mode  of  divifion  immemorially  ufed  with  regard  to  riven* 
France  herfelf  acknowledges  it,  and  adheres  to  it  ;  but  iheic 
ought  to  be  no  exception  to  it ;  and  in  confcqucnce  of  the  late 
xeprefentations  of  the  deputation,  we  are  led  to  hope,  from  the 
judicc  of  France,  the  drift  acknowledgment  of  the  Thalweg, 
without  excepting  the  ifland  of  St.  Pierre  ;  and  the  more  fo,  as, 
ihuuld  France  keep  this  iile,  the  reciprocal  feciirity  eftablifhed  it 
the  baiis  would  othcrivire  be  dcdroyed  on  the  right  bank  of  the 
Rhine. 

3d.  Caflel  was  before  the  war  in  a  defencclcfs  ftate.  Ei'crj 
one  knows  that  this  place  formal  no  part  of  the  fortrefs  of  Meniz, 
or  its  works.  If  CaiTol  Joes  not  continue  to  belong  to  the  right 
bank  of  the  Rhine,  what  f^curity  is  there  for  the  couptries  of  the 
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IVfein,  vhoTe  environs  unite  with  thofe  of  the  Rhine;  or  what  fe* 
zuriry  is  there  even  for  all  Germany  ? 

As  ill  the  French  note  all  the  redoubts  of  Kehl  are  renounced^ 
there  is  not  a  doubt  but  on  this  point  every  thing  will  remain  as 
t>efore  the  war. 

Every  ftate  (hould  provide  for  its  own  fafety.  The  fortrefs  of 
Ehrenbrcitilein  is  the  only  bulwark  remaining  in  Germany  j  and 
as  France  had  not  before  the  war  ftrong  places  which  entirely 
commanded  the  right  bank  of  tl.c  Rhine,  (hould  this  vaft  (late  be 
put  in  poircllion  of  them  now,  when  the  Empire  is  more  and  more 
enfeebled  ? 

VVc  ought  confequently  to  demand,  that  energetic  reprefcnta- 
tions,  on  the  fubjedl  of  the  three  points  above  alluded  to,  ihould 
be  repeated  ^  and  for  this  rcafon  wc  cannot  confent  to  the  demo- 
lition of  the  fortrefs  of  Ehrenbreitftcin.  Wc  make  this  formal 
obfervation,  referring  to  the  prccife  declarations  already  made  on 
this  fu bj eft. 

4th.  We  have  already  explained  ourfc^ves,  in  the  44tb  and  45th 
fittings,  relative  to  the  bridges;  and  we  perfifl  in  the  fame  decla- 
ration. There  are  at  prefcnt  two  bridges  for  the  purpofes  of 
rommercc,  and  new  ones  would  become,  in  a  military  view, 
langerous  points  of  communication;  for  the  paflage  of  the  river 
*'ould  thereby  become  more  eafy.  Befides,  we  ought  to  confider 
low  far  the  proprietors  of  land  on  its  banks  would  confent  to  the 
ftablifbmcnt  of  fuch  bridges,  in  cafes  where  they  might  conceive 
hem  detrimental  to  their  intereft  or  their  fafety. 

5th.   The  French  legation,    in  their  note  of  the  4th  Meflidor 
June  22),   in  lonfequcncc  of  the  interference  of  the  deputation, 
ppcared  a  little  more  reafonablc  with  regard  to  the  immediate 
loblelTe,  and  iis  members  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Rhine,  not  dates 
f  the  Empire.      But  in  its  lad  note  of  the  ift  Thermidor  (July 
9),   it  rnacie  no  faii^fai^ory  anfwer  to  the  new  reprefentations  of 
lie  dc}/utati()n,  relative  to  tlie  immediate  noblelTe  (who  are  at  the 
imc  time  dates  of  the  FJmpirc)   preferring  their  polTeflions.     We 
annot  however    renounce  the   hope,    that   the    French  legation 
k'ill  alfo  aocedc  to  tiiis  point,   fince  this  demand  is  founded  on  the 
ime   motive  as  the  furmer  :    another  confideration  is,   that  the 
oo<i<  ai:d   poire(Ti(;ns  01   the  immediate  equedrian  order  are  fre- 
uently  more  or  lelb  cjiiiliderable  than  thofe  of  the  dates  of  the 
impire.     Al!  ihefc  LonliJeraiions  ihould  form  the  objedls  of  new 
iprefcntations. 

6th.  In  the  44.th  fitting  the  fubjeil  was  opened  relative  to  the 
anvfer  oi  debt>.  This  point  is  elFential  to  the  future  exiftence 
:  Germany.  We  are,  however,  difpofed  to  accede  to  what- 
fCT  the  deputation  of  the  Empire  fnall  judge  proper  to  decree 
I  this  fubjcd.  Wc  only  mention  it  with  regard  to  the  general 
fcrcd. 
Vol.  VII.  3O  7th. 
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7th.  Audriahas,  for  a  long  lime,  and  at  a  great  expenle,  fiip- 
ported  the  Italian  fiefs  ;  anti  it  is  only  by  the  facrifice  of  .its  ftatcs 
in  thih  part  (in  the  treaty  of  peace  conclnikci  at  Campo  Formic), 
that  file  has  advanced  and  accelerated  the  opening  of  the  negotiations 
for  peace  with  the  Empire.  For  this  reafon  it  ought  to  be  left  to 
the  Empire  to  determine  v\hcn  and  how  this  objeft  ihould  be 
treated.  Aiiltria  not  only  will  accede  to  this  point,  but  will  re- 
commend it  to'tlie  deputation,  lince  it  will  contribute  to  the  con- 
ciLifion  of  a  general  peace. 

Auilrici  has  already  made  a  previous  declaration,  in  the  4gih 
fitting,  touching  the  Aullrian  Kritkthal.  We  add  the  follow- 
ing obfervalions,  referving  fuch  further  declarations  as  may  be 
iiecetrary. 

Tlie  portion  of  country  known  by  the  denomination  of  tlic 
Frickthal  is  part  of  the  Auftrian  country  of  Brifgau  ;  it  is  fitu- 
ated  between  Zurzach  and  Hale;  its  frontiers  on  the  right  bank  of 
the  Rhine  are  the  fourfored  towns;  and  on  the  left  bank,  Swit- 
zerland ;  it  is  thereby  entirely  feparated  from  the  French  ter- 
ritory. Thus  in  the  demand  made  by  the  French  legation,  for 
the  Rhine  to  be  the  boundary  between  Germany  and  France, 
there  could  be  no  doubt  with  refpeft  to  the  Frickthal,  for  its 
geographical  pofiiion  fcparates  it  on  all  fides  from  the  French  ter- 
ritory. It  is  therefore,  %viihout  referring  to  this  country,  that 
the  deputation  of  the  Empire  (without  the  confent  of  Auftria)  has 
acceded,  fubjcd  to  the  previous  conditions  and  modifications,  to 
the  demands  of  the  IVench  legation  in  adopting  the  boundary  of 
the  Rhine.  The  French  legation,  in  their  note  of  the  2d  Ven- 
tofe  (February  20  ,  a  period  when  the  left  bank  of  the  Rhine  was 
not  ceded,  faid,  that  the  bafis  of  the  negotiation,  that  is,  the 
boundary  of  the  Rhine,  lea\ing  the  republic  only  what  it  pofleflcd, 
would  guarantee  the  future  tranquillity  of  the  two  ftates. 

This  is  a  fredi  proof  that  the  French  miniftcrs,  in  demanding 
the  ceflion  of  the  boundary  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Rhine,  did  not 
underdand,  nor  could  they  have  un<lcrllood,  all  the  countries 
which  had  been  adlually  occupied  by  their  troops  during  the  war. 
As  the  Frickthal  cannot  in  any  point  of  view,  or  under  any  pre- 
text, be  comprifed  among  i!  (.fc  countii'.s-,  Auftria,  confiding  en- 
tirely in 'the  jullice  of  the  iL  j)ut:iiiou  of  -.he  Empire,  cxpefts  it 
Avili  e(Miducl  iif^llielalive  to  thi>  fulije^l,  upon  the  principles  jiiil 
laitl  down,  luul  which  arc  fouiuled  in  the  nature  of  the  thing;  and 
that  it  It  (Lull  be  co;,viiiv*ed  this  porti<tn  of  country  belonging  to 
the  hereditary  Aullri  ui  ftatcs,  ftiould  be  the  fubjefl  of  a  negotia- 
tiqr.,  it  ouglu  not  to  be  coruludeil  by  tl^e  deputation,  but  fliouMbc 
direflly  treated  of  between  Auiiria  and  France. 

We  are  not  only  rnfible  of  the  duties  of  the  circle  of  Auftria, 
but  we  have  always  tulijlled  tiiem  with  a  patriotic  zeal,  and  have 
conftantly  ad*>pted  a  line  of  coiiduft,  as  members  of  the  deputa- 
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tion  of  the  Empire,  conformable  to  ihofe  duties.  On  the  other 
hancl>  the  relative  fituation  of  Auftria  with  that  of  the  Empire^ 
the  privileges  and  attributes  of  that  houfe,  are  alfo.  known  and 
determined.  Aullria  knows  how  to  defend  her  rights  and  here- 
ditary properly. 

As  to  what  concerns  the  ecclefiaftical  dependencies,  of  whom 
the  French  minillers  made  mention  in  their  note  of  the  4th  Mcf- 
fidor  (2 2d  June),  and  the  fubjeft  referred  to  by  the  deputation  in 
their  lall  note,  it  would  be  better  to  repeat  the  demand,  as  the  laft 
French  note  contains  nothing  fatisfa£lory  on  this  point. 


Conclufum  of  the  Deputation  of  the  Empire  of  the  Jth  of  Augujij  in 
AnJ'-jucr  to  the  Note  of  the  French  ATiniJier  of  the  \Ji  Thermidor. 

THE  deputation  of  the  Empire  could  not  obfervc  without  fa- 
li^faclion,  in 'the  note  of  ll^e  French  plenipotentiaries  of  the  ift 
Thermidor,  that  further  relaxations  were  acceded  to  refpefling 
different  points  of  the  negotiation  ;  it  has  alfo  feen,  with  confi- 
derablc  pteafure,  the  folemn  and  reiterated  declaration,  that  it 
was  not  the  intention  of  tlie  French  government  that  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  Empire  (liould  be  threatened  orexpofed  ;  that,  on 
the  contrary,  it  was  their  carncft  deilre  that  this  independence 
fliould  acquire  moreftrength  and  folidity.  Thefe  intentions,  ma- 
niferted  on  the  part  of  the  French  government,  joined  to  the 
formal  and  reiterated  airurances  of  their  ferious  difpofition  towards 
a  fpeedy  conclufion  of  peace,  aiforvied  ftill  farther  hopes,  that  the 
relations  of  amity  betwcMi  the  two  nation^,  in  order  to  fecure 
which  the  (iermans  h.i\r  recently  confented  to  the  grcatcft  fa- 
crifices,  might  foon  he  l.appilv  re-cilablilhed,  notuithflanding 
the  di.lcrencc  of  opinion  that  Itill  cxills  upon  a  variety  of  matters. 

The  French  note  of  the  lil  Thermidor  begins  with  fome  pre- 
liminary obfervaiions  relative  to  the  mode  of  j)rocccding  hitherto 
purfneil.  The  dcpuiaiion  on  tiieir  fide  think  it  necelfary  to  make, 
in  anfvver  to  it,  a  lew  coiintcr-obfcrvations. 

The  I  rench  niii.i»lcfs  feem  to  look  upon  the  darting  of  new 
Icmands  immediaiclv  lollowini'  thofe  that  have  been  difcufl'ed,  as 
he  limplc  ctfcC:!  of  the  j.roL'rcJlion  of  ideas,  and  as  the  fucccmve 
levclopement  ot  tix.ir  phin  :  they  pretend  that  they  have  never  re- 
nounced the  itlta  ol  hiir'.jng  forward  freih  demands.  The  depu- 
aiion  of  ilie  Fir.pirc  have  iniiformly  been  perfuaded,  on  the 
lontrary,  that  ilie  <;i:vliioa  v.ould  be  continually  declined  and 
ivadcd  ;  that  ii  wuuld  be  impoflible  to  take  in  and  comprehend  the 
vholc  ;  niid  that  tie  negotiation  could  never  arrive  at  a  fixed 
K)int,  if  the  propofcd  conditions  of  peace  were  continually  to  be 
ollowcd  up  by  new  ones.  It  was  merely  in  this  view  that  the 
Icputation,  previous  to  their  agreeing  to  any  bafis  of  pacification, 
cqucflcd  ia  their  note  of  the   10th  of  February  01  the  prefent 
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year,  that  the  French  minifters  would  explain  and  make  known 
to  them,  in  a  fatisfa<^ory  and  complete  manner,  the  whole  of 
the  facrifices  which  the  French  republic  was  difpofed  to  require 
of  the  Empire  at  the  conclufion  of  this  unfortunate  war;  and 
when  afterwards  it  Avas  found  necelFary,  in  the  note  of  the  nth 
of  March,  to  accede  to  the  firft  bafis  of  peace  propofed  by 
France,  that  agreement  was  grounded  upon  previous  conditions, 
which  excluded  all  the  ulterior  demands  which  might  be  made 
upon  the  Empire ;  it  was  believed  that  thefe  conditions  would 
have  checked  every  othei  facrifice  that  could  poflibly  be  exadcd 
from  the  Empire,  in  order  to  obtain  a  peace  fo  earneflly  wiihcd 
for — (fee  the  note  of  the  23d  of  March};  and  it  is  for  this  cxprefs 
purpofe  that  thcfe  previous  conditions  have  been  formally  re- 
ceived in  the  notes  of  tiie  4th  and  21  ft  of  April,  as  it  is  jigain 
done  in  the  prefent ;  the  deputation  could  not  therefore  but  feci 
furprifedy  on  obfcrvlng  the  new  pretenfions  contained  in  the 
French  note  of  the  14th  of  May.  Guided,  however,  by  their 
anxious  defire  to  accelerate  the  concluflon  of  peace,  they  deter- 
mined, in  the  notes  of  the  1 8th  of  May  and  the  gih  of  July,  to 
agree  to  fome  of  thofe  demands.  The  French  minifters,  in  their 
notes  of  the  4th  Meffidor  and  ift  Thermidor,  have  fomc- 
what  retraced  refpefling  fome  other  demands,  or  have  endea- 
voured to  modify  them  ;  and  the  points  that  dill  remain  under 
difcuflion  they  have  in  part  rcfumcd,  in  feven  articles  in  their 
lad  note  They  Ihall  be  now  anfwered  article  by  article,  and  in 
a  manner  that  (hall  afford  the  moft  unequivocal  proof  of  ibe 
ardent  defirc  felt  by  the  deputation  to  procure  for  Germany  a 
peace,  which  it  fo  anxioufly  wifhes  for,  however  dear  it  may  be 
obliged  to  purchafe  it. 

I.  The  deputation  has  propofed  to  poftpone  the  confideration 
of  the  objcds  relative  to  commerce  and  navigation,  till  the  con- 
clufion of  a  treaty  of  commerce,  in  order  to  be  enabled  thoroughly 
to  invcftigate  and  difcufs  an  affair  of  fo  much  importance,  and 
which  involves  fo  many  conddcrations.     At  the  fame  time,  if  the 
difficulties  could  be  fo  eafily  removed,  as,  without  retarding  the 
pacification,  to  admit  the  arrangement  to  be  made  on  this  fubje£t 
to  be  infcrted  in  any  treaty  of  peace,  the  deputation  of  the  Em- 
pire arc  difpofed  to  accede  to  it.     They  as  readily  fubfcribe  to  the 
dcfirc  manifcfted  by  the  French  minifters  plenipotentiary  with 
regard  to  the  toll  duties  on  the  Rhine  ;  and  they  confent  to  their 
abolition,  as  the  republic,  on  its  fide,  has  confeated  to  the  fup- 
preflion  of  thofe  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Rhine,  fuch  as  the  ware- 
houfe  duties,  and  the  cuftoms  paid  by  watermen.     At  the  fame 
time,  as  the  cudom  duties  muft  form  a  certain  compenfation  for 
the  lofs  of  confidcrable  revenues  derived  from  the  tolls,  and  as 
their  cftablifhmcnt  will  experience  much  difficulty,  for  the  rea- 
fons  mentioned  in  the  former  notes,  it  ought  to  be  fixed  as  the 
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condition,  that  the  complete  fiippreflion  of  thofc  tolls  (hall  not 
take  place  for  two  years.  In  this  interval,  the  principles  and 
rules  which  (hall  be  obferved  in  the  eftablilhment  of  the  cuftoms, 
may  be  determined  ;  and  agreeably  to  the  propofition  made  in  the 
notes  of  the  i8th  of  May  and  19th  of  July,  to  fecurc  entirely  the 
free  navigation  of  the  Rhine  from  its  mouth  upwards,  by  means 
of  a  convention  made  with  the  Batavian  republic. 

2.  The  deputation  of  the  Empire  have  confented  that  the  prin- 
cipal navigable  courfc  of  the  Rhine,  formerly  called  the  Thalwegt 
as  it  has  been  fixed  at  various  times  by  fcientific  perfons  with 
common  confent,  (hall  form  the  future  boundary  between  Ger- 
many and  France,  from  the  place  where,  leaving  the  Dutchy  of 
Clevcs,  it  enters  into  Holland,  under  the  name  of  the  WaaU 
In  the  above  Dutchy,  the  canal  which  divides  the  ifle  of  Buderich. 
into  two  parts,  (hail  be  confidercd  as  the  Thalweg.  With  regard 
to  the  illands  in  the  Rl^jne,  the  propofition  that  the  iflands  fituatcd 
to  the  right  of  the  Thalweg  fliall  remain  or  be  ceded  to  the  Em- 
pire ;  and  thofe  to  the  left  Ihall  be  ceded  to  the  I*'rench  republic: 
this  point  is  pcrfcdiy  agreeable  to  the  wifhes  of  the  deputation. 
They  make  no  difficulty,  therefore,  to  confent  to  the  fucceeding 
propofition,  relative  to  the  part  of  the  Rhine  which  formerly  coo- 
IHtuted  the  boundary  between  Germany  and  France,  viz.  That 
the  illcs  fituaicd  on  the  right  of  the  Thalweg,  which  were  prc- 
viouily  in  the  iiiulifputcd  poiredion  of  France,  (hall  remain  (o  in 
future,  under  condition  of  a  (imilar  conccffion  in  favour  of  the 
Empire,  and  the  fovercigns  of  Germany,  with  regard  to  the  ifles 
(ituatcd  to  the  k-n  of  the  Thalweg,  and  which  are  now  fubjedl  to 
Germany.  'J'lity  likewifc  agree  to  the  new  proportion  of  the 
French  miniiltrs,  that  the  changes  which  may  take  place  in  the 
channel  of  the  Rliinc,  fliall  not  in  future  change  the  rights  of 
fovereignty  over  the  illands ;  that  thcfe  fliall  remain  henceforth  in 
their  prefent  divifion,  fubjefl,  as  they  iland,  to  France  and  Ger- 
many, although  it  (hould  even  happen,  that,  by  a  change  of  the 
bed  of  the  river,  their  relative  pofition  with  regard  to  the  Thal- 
weg might  be  changed.  The  private  property  of  the  ifles,  and 
the  free  enjoyment  of  its  produce,  fliall  of  courfe  belong  to  the 
prefent  and  future  owners,  without  regard  to  the  line  of  fepara- 
rion  through  the  Thalweg.  In  addition  to  thefe  points,  the  neu* 
trality  of  the  navigation  ihall  be  fcrupuloufly  obferved. 

3.  The  deputation  of  the  Empire,  in  order  to  difcharge  every 
duty  which  the  important  obligations  they  have  to  fulfil  require, 
and  animated  with  the  moft  fincere  defire  as  fpecdily  as  po(fibie  to 
obtain  peace  for  Germany,  have  refolved,  notwithflanding  the 
fcverc  facrificcs  they  have  already  made,  to  accede  to  the  affliding 
propofition  of  the  French  plenipotentiaries—'*  That  the  fortrefs 
of  Ehrenbreitilcin  fliall  be  demoliflied  after  the  conchifion  of 
peace/'— This  confent,  however^  is  given  under  tlie  condition^ 
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fnt  qua  hort  ct  refolutivoj  that  the  French  government,  on  its  fide, 
ill  all  cuiifc  to  be  demolilhcd  all  the  fortified  places  on  the  right  bank 
of  the   Rhine,  and  on  the  fame  fide  of  the  Thalweg,  viz.  Kehl, 
CaH'cl,  the  tort  of  Mars,  and  the  iOe  of  St.  Pierre ;  that  all  thcfe 
ihall  be  given  tip  to  the  Empire,  and  all  claims  to  them,  as  well 
as  to   the  other   places   on   the  fame   fide,  folemnly  renounced. 
The  dcpinution  of  the  Empire,  in  adopting  the  refolution  to  give 
lip  in  future  n  bulwark  which  has  hitherto  been  fo  ufeful,  think 
thenifclves  cntidcd  to  demand  (wliich  is  likcwife  confident  with 
exiding  conventions)   that   the    blockade   of   Ehrenbrcitdein  be 
immediately   raifed,  and  that  the  meafurcs  taken  to  prevent  the 
inhabitants  of  the  1  hal  from  receiving  provifions  be  likewife  dif- 
continued. 

4.  With  regard  to  the  bridges  eftabliflied  for  the  purpofes  of 
commerce,  they  perfill  to  believe,  as  has  been  already  obferved  in 
the  notes  of  the  18th  of  May  and  9th  of  |u]y,  that  permanent 
bridges  on  a  river  which  fervcs  as  a  boundary  between  two  na- 
tions, cannot  be  confidercd  fimply  as  relating  to  commerce,  but 
alio  as  points  of  contad\  connedlcd  with  political  and  military 
operations.  Thele  motives  have  already  prevented,  in  preceding 
treat Il^s  of  peace,  the  edabliihment  of  bridges  of  the  like  kind. 
To  tliis  mu(t  be  added,  that  the  bridge  of  Huninguen  would  be 
only  at  the  didance  of  half  a  league  from  that  of  Bade;  that  it 
niit^ht  touch  on  the  riglit  bank  the  Swifs  territories  with  the  fame 
lacility  as  thofc  of  the  German  Empire,  fince  a  part  of  the  iflc 
dcs  Cordonniers,  as  well  as  the  terra  firma  fituated  behind  that 
illund,  belongs  to  the  canton  of  Balle.  With  regard  to  the 
biiilge  between  tlie  two  Brifacs,  as  this  fort  of  bridge  ought  not, 
even  in  the  opinion  of  the  French  miniders,  to  be  edablidicd, 
but  by  the  mutual  confcnt  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  banks,  it 
may  be  faid,  in  oppofition,  that  the  inhabitants  belonging  to  the 
I-loufe  ot  Audria  will  not  find  this  bridge  either  ufeful  or  necef- 
fary.  It  is  hoped  then  tliat  the  French  government  will  not,in(ill 
farther  on  the  cdablidimciit  of  thefc  bridges. 

5.  As  to  what  conceriis  the  podedions  of  the  nobility  fituated 
on  the  left  bank,  they  cannot  approve  the  didindion  intended  to 
be  made  between  thofc  held  immediately  by  the  nobility  themfelves, 
and  thofe  held  by  others.  Hopes  then  are  dill  entertained  that  in 
this  rcfpefl,  as  well  as  to  the  fequedration  of  that  property,  and 
the  lofs  fudained,  the  French  government  will  confent  to  a  far- 
tiier  difcuHion. 

6.  In  the  note  of  May  18th,  tranfmitted  to  the  French  oiinif- 
ters,  they  have  already  given  a  detail  of  the  different  kinds  of 
debts  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Rhine,  and  alleged  the  moft  con- 
vincing motives,  which  oppofe  in  every  refpe^  the  transferring 
of  all  the  debts  of  chambers  and  demefnes  to  property  on  the  right 
bank.     It  appears  that  thcfe  important  obfervalions  have  not  yet 
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•fled  in  the  French  minifters  the  wiflicd-foi'conviflian,  fince 
their  note  of  the  19th  July  they  perfift  in  transferring  all  debts, 
thout  making  the  lead  didindion  between  them,  either  in  re- 
•d  to  their  origin,  their  employment,  or  the  time  when  con* 
fled,  nor  in  regard  to  the  creditors,  and  the  nature  of  the  fccu- 
es.  The  deputation  are  then  obliged  to  refer  again  to  their 
:c  of  the  i8th  uf  May,  and  to  the  cflential  obfervations  it  con- 
ns ;  and  to  remark,  befidcs,  that  this  transfer  of  debts,  confin- 
ed not  only  under  a  political  point  of  view,  would  be  extremely 
rdenfome,  and  aimod  impoilible  to  be  executed,  but  which 
mot  be  reconciled  in  regard  to  the  creditors,  with  the  natural 
I  civil  rights  of  mankind.  The  creditor  has  only  a  right  to 
nand  payment  of  his  debtor.  It  is  rare  in  Germany  that  the 
Ton  of  the  regent  is  botmd  for  the  debts  of  the  ftate.  It  is 
nmonly  to  particular  countries  that  the  creditor  has  a  right  to 
jly.  'Fhey  cannot  then,  without  the  confent  of  the  interefted 
ty,  transfer  thofc  debts  to  other  countries,  nor  force  the  cre- 
or  to  change  the  nature  of  his  fccurity,  nor  place  him  to  the 
lation  (even  if  another  country  (houid  voluntarily  confent  to 
.t>me  his  debtor)  of  being  forced  to  fadrifice,  in  the  cafe  of 
npetiiion,  his  previous  fecurity,  and  the  rights  of  hisclaffto 
ler  creditors,  whofe  claims  may  even  be  more  ancient.  The 
hts  of  the  creditor  are  his  particular  property,  which  the 
ench  minifters  have  promifed  to  leave  untouched;  they  ere  the 
hts  of  particular  citizens,  which  the  French  government  iffouU 
tainly  nf)t  \vi:h  to  vir^late. 

7.  In  the  notes  ol  I'nc  3d  of  March  and  18th  of  May,  the 
>uTation  of  tlic  Kinpire  have  already  made  a  general  declaration^ 
which  they  have  promifed  all  thofe  renunciations  which  would 
rclFarily  refnlt  from  the  nature  of  the  prefent  ceffions;  they 
fCy  however,  r-fcrvcd  a  reciprocity  in  favour  of  the  German 
ipire,  on  which  the  Krfiiich  plenipotentiaries  have  not  yet  given 
f  farther  expLination.  As  they  actually  demand  a  renunciation 
favour  of  all  the  republics  in  alliance  with  France,  and  that  in 
leral,  \vic[iout  nan.ing  tlic  republic,  or  the  ohjeds  in  regard  to 
lich  that  renunciation  Oiall  be  precifely  made;  in  order  that 
re  may  a  rife  no  doubt  or  diflicnlty  in  future,  and  on  account 
the  importance  ot  the  affair,  it  will  be  nccelTary  that  they  (hould 
ni(h  the  depuraMon  with  a  fufficient  and  clear  explanation  on 
rfe  points.,  in  c»rder  to  enable  them  to  return  an  anfwer  on  that 
iject.  The  deputation  prefume,  that  the  faid  republics,  on 
ir  p.trt,  will  ecjualiy  renounce  all  the  rights  and  pretcnfions 
ich  they  may  have  on  the  Kmpire,  and  promife,  at  the  fame 
le,  that  all  the  property,  revenues,  rights,  poflcflions,  &c. 
lated  on  tlieir  refpeotive  territories,  belonging  to  all  or  each  of 
ilates  of  the  (rcrman  Empire,  the  immediate  nobility,  and 
ler  mediate  or  immediate  dependents  of  the  Empire,  (hall  be 
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equally  prefcrvcd  to  them  ;  and  tha,t  they  fliall  not,  in  any  man- 
ner, be  interrupted  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  them  :  thefe  repub- 
lics, thefc ^corporations  and  inhabitants,  Ihall  preferve,  as  is  juft, 
the  property  which  they  now  have  in  the  German  Empire.  In 
the  7th  article,  the  French  plenipotentiaries  ilipiilate,  as  a  claufe 
on  which  there  can  arife  no  doubt,  that  the  German  Empire  will 
renounce,  in  the  approach ini(  treaty  of  peace,  all  pretenfions  to 
Frickthal,  belonging  to  the  lioufc  of  Auftria.  The  dcputalion 
of  the  Empiie  mult  have  nccclfarily  found  this  propofal  the  more 
iirange,  as  they  declared  that  they  would  only  cede,  under  certain 
conditions,  to  the  French  republic,  thofe  German  pofleflions  on 
the  left  bank  of  the  Rhine  which  immediately  touch  the  French 
territory,  while  Fricktiiul  is  feparated  from  France  by  a  part  of 
Switzerland.  The  pretenfions  even  of  the  French  minifters  have 
not  till  this  moment  btcw  directed  to  that  object .  on  the  contrary, 
they  fay  cxprcfsly,  in  their  note  of  February  20,  a  period  ante- 
rior to  the  cciiion  of  the  left  bank,  that  this  iirft  bafis  of  the 
boundary  of  the  Rhine  docs  not  give  to  the  French  republic  but 
what  it  already  poflcircs :  cc  quelle  enfin  ne  laijjante  a  la  ripubliqut 
^ue  ce  quelle  pojjcdej  gfirtmtit  encore  In  tranquilUti  des  iflatu  As  the 
opinion  of  the  deputation  was  not  tlien  nor  could  be,  to  compre- 
hend in  the  ceflion  of  the  faid  countries  the  Frickthal,  which  was 
not  occupied  by  the  French  troops,  it  cannot  now  confent  to  this 
new  demand.  Finally,  many  of  the  propofitions  and  demands 
made  by  the  deputation,  particularly  in  its  notes  of  March  3  and 
II,  May  18,  and  July  9,  have  again  been  left  without  any  an- 
fwer,  in  the  laft  note  of  the  French  minifters,  of  July  19.  The 
deputation  of  the  Eir.pire,  conllantlv  convinced,  that,  without  an 
explanation  on  the  faid  points,  the  relations  between  the  two  na- 
tions cannot  be  brought  to  a  complete  determination,  find  them- 
felves  obliged  earncilly  and  again  to  requeft,  that  the  French 
minillers  plenipotentiary  will  give  a  concifc  anfvver  on  all  thefe 
points  llill  in  difpute  *• 

Definitive  Note  of  the  French  Plenipotentiaries^  in  Anjwcr  to  tbi 

lafl  of  the  Deputation  of  the  Empire, 

THE  underfigncd  miniders  plenipotentiary  of  the  French  rc» 
public  for  negotiating  a  peace  with  the  Empire,  have  received  the 
laft  note  of  the  deputation  of  the  Empire,  which  was  tranfmitted 
to  them  on  the  23d  Thermidor,  the  prefent  month,  by  M.  dc 
Mcitcrnich,  minifter  plenipotentiary  of  his  Majefty  the  Emperor. 

In  doing  juftice  to  the  intentions  of  the  deputation  of  the 
Empire,  the  under figned  cannot  diflcmble  the  difagreeable  imprcf- 


•- 1  his  conch. film  was  not  approved  by  the  Imperial   minifter,   who 
tranfmitted  it  to  the  French  niiniUci ,  without  annexing  to  it  his  fanAion* 
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Gon  which  the  lad  note  left  in  many  refpeds  on  their  minds.  It 
neither  anfwers  their  juft  expedtations,  nor  the  idea  which  thc^ 
ought  to  form  of  the  prudent  forefight  of  the  plenipotentiaries  oc 
the  German  Empire.  They  could,  above  all,  with  difficulty 
exprefS)  and  will  abdain  from  defining,  the  fentiment  which  they 
experienced  in  reading  the  pafTage  of  that  paper,  where  they  fo 
ftrangely  allude  to  the  3d  article  of  their  note  of  ift  Thermidor 
(July  20).  Who  could  have  thought,  that,  after  an  examination 
of  more  than  twenty  days,  after  fo  many  fittings,  employed,  no 
doubt,  in  ufeful  deliberation,  they  fliould  have  delayed  declaring 
themfelves,  and  fhould  have  been  filent  refpeding  one  of  the  rooft 
eflential  and  mod  precife  articles  of  that  note,  and  which  muft  be 
confidered  as  irrevocable  ? 

It  is  at  length  time  that  this  flate  of  things,  that  thefe 
equivocal  delays,  fhouUI  have  an  end.  The  French  government 
defires  peace ;  its  conduct  has  (heltered  its  intentions  from  all 
doubts;  but  to  attain  that  obje£l,  it  has  exhauded  every  thing 
that  could  be  expe£led  of  its  good  intentions.  The  lad  propo* 
(itions  which  the  underfigned  made  in  its  name,  are  the  conditions 
of  that  peace.  There  is  then  no  longer  room  for  difcaflion  or 
delay,  l^he  deputation  muft  decide.  If  they  confult  only  them- 
felves, if  they  yield  to  the  purity  of  their  intentions,  the  choice 
will  be  foon  made.  Let  them  rcfitSt  well,  that,  in  any  cafe, 
thefe  delays  and  thefe  refufals  will  not  be  advantageous  to  the 
Empire,  and  that  the  public  voice  in  Germany  will  approve  any 
determination  which  (hall  avert  for  ^ver  the  fcourge  of  war. 

It  being  impoffiblc  for  the  miniflers  plenipotentiary  of  the 
French  republic  not  to  in  fid  on  the  whole  of  what  is  contained  in 
their  note  of  id  Thermidor  (July  19),  thofe  of  4th  Meflidor 
(June  22),  and  the  preceding,  they  again  demand  of  the  deputation 
of  the  Empire  a  categorical  and  deciiive  anfwer  on  all  the  points 
therein  treated  of.      They  expeft  it. 

They  aflure  M.  de  Metternich,  minider  plenipotentiary  of  his 
Majedy  the  Emperor,  of  their  mod  diitinguidied  condderation. 

BOMNIEK. 

Raftadt^   ikih  Thermidor  (Aug.  14),  Jean  DsBRY. 

bth  year  of  the  French  republic. 


Minutes  of  a  Convcrfation  heiween  Ctunt  Metternich^  Minifltr  Pli» 
nipotcHtiary  of  hi^  Alujefiy  the  Emperory  and  Citizens  yean  Debry 
and  Bonn'ttr^  Mhiijiers  Plenipotentiary  of  the  French  Republic  at 
Raffadt^  24th  Thermidor  (Jugufi  iithj,  between  Twelve  and  One 

c* Clock  in  the  Forenoon, 

-COUNT  Metternich  having  waited  upon  Citizen  Bonnier, 

where  Jean  Debry  was  prefent,  he  told  tbem^  that  the  inter- 
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view  which  he  had  the  honour  to  requeft  of  them  arofe  from  the 
rcfpedl  which  her  entertained  for  the  French  legation  ;  a  fenciment 
which  he  (hould  preferve  with  pleafure  iu  all  the  communications 
he  had  with  them.  He  added  (referring  to  the  note  he  had  tranf- 
mlttcd  to  them),  he  could  not  ratify  the  thhrd  point  of  the  laft 
note  of  the  deputation  of  the  Emprre  (that  relating  to  the  demo- 
lition of  Ehrcnbreitflein},  bccaufe  the  ob)e£k  of  it  was  of  too 
great  importance^  and  too  intimately  conne£^ed  with  the  military 
department,  to  allow  him  to  decide  upon  it  immediately.  At  the 
f^mc  time  lie  was  avcrfc  to  retard  the  communication  of  the  other 
points,  in  order  to  prove  his  rcadinefs  to  concur  in  accelerating 
peace. 

Citizen  Bonnier  fuidy  that  the  French  legation  had  remarked 
with  ftH-pril'c  the  omillion  by  the  Imperial  minifter  plenipoten- 
tiary of  an  article  fo  eiTential  as  that  of  the  3d  of  the  conchifum  of 
the  deputation  of  the  Empire  ;  that  the  French  legation  had  de- 
manded a  categorical  anf^er  to  all  the  points  of  their  note;  that 
they  entertained  the  fame  defire  with  the  French  government  to 
accelerate  peace  with  the  German  Empire  ;    and  that  they  thetn- 
felvcs,  the  miniilcrs  plenipotentiary  of  the  French  republic^  in- 
fifted  that  the  deputation  (hould  fcrioufly  fet  about  anfwering  the 
propoiitions  of  the  French  government,  and  that  the  undcrfigncd 
ihould  explain  himfelf  in  a  precife  manner  with  regard  to  the  3d 
article  of  the  laft  conclufum. 

Count  Metternich  confined  himfelf  to  what  he  had  already  faid 
on  this  fiibje6l|  adding  only,  that  he  could  not  confider  a  paper  as 
official  till  it  was  figncd  by  him  and  tranfmitted  tathe  French  k* 
gation. 

Citizen  Bonnier  replied^  that  thcy^  the  French  plenlpotentiaricf, 
would  fend  their  anfwer  immediately. 

Count  Metternich  obfervcd  on  this  occafi^n,  thai  the  demand 
of  the  French  government  with  regard  to  retaining  the  foit  of 
CaiTel  oppofite  to  Mentz,  had  the  more  furprifed  him>  as  it  was 
contrary  to  the  fird  bafls  of  peace :  that  the  French  government 
had  propofed  the  courfe  of  the  Rhine  as  the  boundary  between 
empires  defirons  to  avoid  all  points  of  contact  with  Germanyi  K) 
prevent  every  caiife  of  war  in  future,  and  to  confoljdate  a  good 
undcrllanding  between  the  two  dates:  that  it  was  in  order  to 
attain  that  obje£):  which  the  deputation  of  the  Empire  fo  ar- 
dently wiihed,  that  they  had  acquiefced  in  the  faid  bafis,  oncer- 
tain  conditions  to  which  the  French  legation  had  yet  returned  no 
anfwer :  that  by  the  demand  of  retaining  the  fort  of  CaiTel,  not 
only  a  territorial  contact  was  e(labli(hcd|  but  France  would  other- 
wife  have  a  military  point,  at  once  ofFcnnve  and  defenfive  agaio'^ 
the  Germanic  Empire,  and  that  juflice  required  that  each  fliouU 
be  maftcr  within  itfelf :  that  the  reafons  which  the  French  govern- 
ment hud  urged  to  prove  the  ncccfllty  of  demoli(bing  the  entrench- 
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nieius,  and  the  Tcte  du  Pont  oppofitc  Manheinii  applied  here 
with  additional  force,  bccaufe  it  is  notorious  that  Caflel  has  never 
been  an  integral  part  of  Mentz,  while  the  Tcte  du  Pont  of  Man- 
heim  had  always  been  a  part  of  that  place. 

Citizen  Bonnier  replied,  that  the  French  legation  infifted  on  its 
laft  propofiiion,  and  that  the  French  government  irrevocably,  de- 
manded the  demolition  of  the  fort  of  Ehrcnbreitftein. 

Count  Metternich  availed  himfelf  of  this  opportunity  todemon- 
ftrate  to  the  French  plenipotentiaries  the  little  moderation  and 
management  which  the  French  government  and  its  agents  had  al- 
ways difplayed  in  their  proceedings.  He  added,  that  the  laft  pro- 
clamation of  Citizen  Rudler,  with  regard  to  the  abfent  inha- 
bitants on  the  left  bank  of  the  Rhine,  was  a  new  proof  of  this  af- 
fertion,  though  Count  Metternich  flattered  himfelf  that  fuch  a 
thing  as  German  emigrants  would  never  be  talked  of. 

In  fpite  of  the  verbal  aifu ranees  given  by  him  (Citizen  Bonnier) 
and  his  late  colleague,  Citizen  Treilhard,  the  underfigned  ftill 
believed  that  this  proclamation  left  fome  doubts  with  regard  to  the 
obfervance  of  this  principle  ;  and  that  accordingly  he  had  thought 
himfelf  bound  to  communicate  it  to  the  deputation  of  the  Empire^ 
flattering  himfelf  at  the  fame  time,  that  this  provifion  of  Citizen 
Rudler  was  fufceptible  of  a  favourable  interpretation  ;  but  that 
he  had  been  particularly  ftruck  on  perufal  of  the  deliberation  of 
the  central  adminiftration  of  Mont  Tonncre,  relative  to  the  fame 
fubjed,  which  would  oblige  him  to  fubmit  the  matter  to  the  mi- 
nifter  plenipotentiary  of  the  French  republic,  in  order  that  it 
might  be  remedied. 

Count  Metternich  thought  likewife,  that  he  could  not  pafs 
over  in  filcnce  the  official  intelligence  of  the  augmentation  of  ' 
the  French  troops  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Rhine^  he  commu« 
nicated  to  the  minifters  plenipotentiary  of  the  French  republic  the 
circular  letter  of  the  commandant  of  Mentz.  The  underfigned 
remarked,  that  this  ftep  was  perfcdly  repugnant  to  the  ftipula- 
tions  made  at  the  time  of  the  armiftice,  not  to  pafs  the  lines  traced 
out  for  the  two  armies;  that  the  army  of  the  Empire  had  fcru* 
piiloullyobferved  this  engagement,  and  was  ftill  behind  the  banks 
of the  Lech. 

Citizen  Jean  Debry  faid,  that  all  the  public  papers  fpoke  of 
the  news  of  war,  and  the  preparations  that  were  made  ;  and  that  , 
the  movement  of  the  t  rench  troops  was  a  meafure  of  precaution. 

The  underfigned  replied,  that  the  warlike  difpoHtions  alluded 
Cp,  were  unknown  to  him,  and  that  the  army  of  the  Empire  was 
in  cantonments. 

Citizen  Jean  Debry  repeated  the  aflurances  that  the  French 
government  really  wiftied  to  conclude  peace  with  the  German  Em* 
pirej  and  to  confolidate  it. 
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The  undcrfigned  withdrew^  after  referring  to  what  he  had  ad^ 
vanced  in  the  courfe  of  this  converfation. 

(Signed)        The  Count  de  Metternich. 


Rifftadtf  I2tb  ^ugufi. 
I M  confequence  of  orders  from  the  court  of  Vienna  to  the  im- 
perial minifter  to  confent  to  no  new  conceflions  to  the  French, 
he  fiipprcired  the  3d  article  in  the  note  of  the  deputation  of  the 
Empire  of  the  7th  of  Augnd,  relative  to  the  demolition  of  Ehren- 
breit(lein>  before  it  was  delivered  to  the  F  rench  minifters.  Ac- 
cording to  the  indnidions  to  the  Empire,  the  refolutions  of  the 
deputation  are  of  no'eiFcdl  unlcfs  they  are  agreed  to  by  the  Auftriao 
plenipotentiary. 

^ttb  Auguft, 
THE  French  plenipotenilarics  demanded  from  the  Count  de 
Metternich,  the.  I  mpcriul  miniftcry  his  declaration  in  v^riting  upon 
his  refufal  to  fanflion  the  laft  conclufum  of  the  7th  of  Angiift, 
feeing  that  his  inflrudtions  would  not  allow  him  to  do  fo  before 
the  return  of  a  courier  whom  he  had  difpatched  to  the  court  of 
Vienna. 


Raftadt^  idFruilidor  (16/*  Aupjl). 
THE  undcrfigned  miniders  plenipotentiary  of  the  French  re- 
public, juftly  furprifcd  that  their  note  of  the  26th  Thermidorlaft 
has  not  cs  yet  produced  any  known  efFcft,  and  in  their  love  for 
humanity,  imprelfed  with  a  lively  fenfe  of  the  imminent  danger  of 
this  Hate  of  ina£livity  to  which  the  faid  note  has  conduced,  require 
the  deputation  of  the  Empire  to  explain  itfelf  inftantly,  catego- 
rically, and  fcparatcly,  upon  all  the  points  in  difpute,  announced 
in  the  notes  of^  the  id  Thcrmidor,  4th  Meflidor,  and  others  pre- 
ceding. While  they  give  this  further  proof  of  their  formal  wilh 
and  I  ait  perfevcring  effort  of  the  French  republic  for  peace,  they 
declare  the  deputation  mud  remain  refponfible  for  the  confequences 
in  which  further  delays  may  involve  it. 

(Signed;  Bokkier. 

Jean  Debrt. 
roberjot. 

Conclufum  of  the  Deputation  of  tf:e  Empire  of  the  lyth  Aug.  1798. 

THE  deputation  of  the  Empire  have  feen  by  the  laft  ovenurc 

which  the  Imperial  commifliou  made  to  the  diredorial  minifter, 

in  h's  note  of  the   17th  Auguil,  the  contents  of  a  converfatiop 

\vhich  took  place  on  the  nth  between  the  Imperial  minifler  pk* 

nipoien- 
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nipotentiary  and  the  French  legation.  As  it  refults  from  it,  that 
the  French  niiniHers  continue  to  iniid  upon  a  formal  reply  to  their 
note  of  the  26th  1  hci  audor,  and  that  they  await  that  reply,  the 
deputation  of  the  Empire  are  of  opinion  that  the  following  anfwer 
(hould  be  given  to  the  faid  note : 

The  deputation  of  the  Empire  have  been  fatisfied  on  finding 
in  the  laft  note  of  th^  French  minifters  plenipotentiary  of  the  26th 
Thermidor,  new  alTurances  of  the  conftant  difpofitions  of  the  go- 
vernment to  accelerate  peace,  as  well  as  their  confidence  in  the 
equally  pacific  fentiments  of  the  deputation.  But  they  were  at  the 
fame  time  difagreeably  affcded  at  feeing  that  a  (imple  mifundcr- 
(landing  had  given  rife  to  the  idea  manifeited  in  that  note,  that  they 
could  have  paiTed  over  fub  filenth  in  their  reply,  one  of  the  moli 
important  articles  of  the  note  of  the  id  Thermidor. 

The  deputation  of  the  Empire,  always  convinced  of  the  ad- 
vantage refulting  to  negotiation  by  writing,  when  all  the  points  are 
difculTed  at  once,  and  not  partially,  have  not  failed  to  reply  to  the 
3d  article  of  the  note  of  the  ill  Thennidor^  which  is  the  prin- 
cipal point  in  qucllion  here,  as  well  as  to  what  is  faid  in  the  3d 
article,  relative  to  the  ille  St.  Pierre  :  and  the  deputation  replied 
in  the  following  manner  on  the  7th  Atiguftt 

[The  3d  article  of  the  conclufum  of  the  7th  AuguS,  which  we 
have  already  given,  was  here  inferted.} 

As  the  Imperial  minifter  plenipotentiary  referved  himfelf  to 
make  an  immediate  declaration  relative  to  that  decifion  upon  the 
3d  article,  the  deputation  of  the  Empire  confine  thcmfelves  folelr 
at  prcfcnt  to  communicate  this  (late  of  things,  adding  the  aU 
furancc  t[iat  they  will  continue  in  future  to  do  all  that  (bitll  be  in 
their  power  to  accelerate  the  negotiation. 

The  deputation  uf  the  Empire  requed  the  Imperial  commi (lion 
to  tranrmit  as  foon  as  po(fible,  by  means  of  a  note,  as  is  cuftomary^ 
the  reply  to  the  French  legation. 


Rajiadtt  Augujl  24.. 

THE  Count  Mettcrnich,  at  the  reiterated  folicitations  of  the 
deputation  of  the  Empire,  tranfmitted  on  the  21ft  to  the  French 
ininillcrs  the  conclufum  of  the  7th  of  Auguft,  in  its  original  (late^ 
b\  rf  Itoring  tlic  article  relative  to  the  demolition  of  Ehrcnbrcitdcing 
biit  witliout  giving  it  his  fan£lion. 


I 


An  fiver  of  the  French  ATmiJicru 

THE  undcrfigned  min'fters  plenipotentiary  of  the  French  re- 

uhlic,  for  carrying  on  the  negotiation  with  the  German  Empire* 

lavc  received  the  note  of  the  deputation  of  the  Empirci  which  was 

tranf- 
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tranfmittcd  to  them  on  the  2iflinfl;ant,  by  the  minifter  plenipo- 
tentiary of  his  Majcrty  the  Emperor. 

It  refults  from  this  paper,  that  the  deputation  of  the  Empire 
wa?)  actually  occupied  in  deliberating  on  the  3d  article  of  the  note 
of  the  French  legation  of  the  19th  of  July  ;  that  it  had  given  an 
anfwcr  to  that  aiticle,  but  that  the  anfwer  was  not  found,  as  it 
ihoiild  have  been,  in  the  note  communicated  the  loth  of  Auguft  by 
the  miniiler  plenipotentiary  of  his  Majedy  the  Emperor.  It  is  the 
effedl  of  an  omidion  which  cannot  be  attributed  to  the  deputation, 
and  for  which  every  polliblc  reparation  is  now  made  by  tlie  rcfti- 
tution  of  the  text. 

As  an  explanation  on  the  fiibje(5l  matter  of  that  anfwer,  the  un- 
dcrfigncd  declare,  that  they  cannot  in  any  way  liflcn  to  what  '\s 
propofcd  to  ihem  ;  and  that  on  account  of  the  rcafons  fu£BcientIy 
detailed,  and  annexed  to  the  3d  article  of  their  note  of  the  19th 
of  July,  they  pcrfill  more  ilrongly  in  their  opinion  on  that  point, 
as  well  as  on  all  the  other  articles  of  the  fame  note,  which  they 
have  equally  offered  as  conditions  of  peace.      The  undcrfigncd 
therefore  refer  to  the  two  notes  of  the  13th  and   19th   of  Augiift, 
the  objecl  of  which,  inftcad  of  being  determined,  ftill   fubfiAs 
completely  :  and  adhering  to  the  declaration  made  by  them  to  the 
deputation  of  the  Kinpirc,  that  it  remains  refponfiblc  for  the  con- 
fequcnces  which   may  be  produced  by   further  delays,    they  re- 
quire it  repeatedly  to  furnifh,    without  delay,   an  anfwer,   both 
categorical  and  feparate,  with  refpeft  to  all  the  articles  of  their 
note,  and  particularly  of  that  of  the   19th  July,  to  which  it  has 
not  yet  given  its  confent. 

The  French  government  fincercly  wifties  for  peace.  It  proves 
that  wifh  by  its  moderation,  and  Hill  more  fo  by  employing  all  the 
means  of  melioration  which  are  in  its  power.  If  the  deputation 
wifhes  for  it,  as  they  defire  to  believe,  let  it  at  length  come  to  a 
decifion.  Peace  can  be  retarded  but  by  thofe  who  think  nothing  of 
the  public  calamities,  and  who  are  blind  with  refpe£l  to  their  fu- 
ture interefts. 

(Signed)  Bonnier. 

Tean  Debrv. 

Rajladt,  Jugiifi  21.  koBERjOT. 

•. 

I^ote  tranfmittcd  by  the  Plcnipottntiarlcs  of  the  Courts  of  Dn^ 
PontSy  Hcffe  Darmjhdty  Badcn^  the  Houfcs  of  Naffau^  andtht 
Protcfant  Counts  of  IVcf^halla  and  I'etcravia^  to  the  frencb 
Plenipotentiaries. 

THE  underfigned  have  the  honour  to  inform  the  miniller  ple- 
nipotentiary of  the  French  republic,  that  they  have  juft  traof- 
mitted  to  the  deputation  of  the  Empire  a  note,  in  which  tbey  »*• 

dently  folicit  them  to  accelerate  the  peace  of  the  Empire.    Th«y 

flatter 
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t  themfelves  that  the  minifters  plenipotentiary  of  the  French 
blic  will  be  convinced  they  have  ufed  every  elibrt  to  render 
a  ftep  efficacious,  and  to  atuin  the  beneficent  objed.  (6  se- 
lly  delired.  Penetrated  with  the  jufteft  confidence  m  the  ka^ 
nts  of  equity  and  humanity  which  animate  the  miniften  pie- 
tentiary  of  the  French  republic,  the  underfisned  abftain  from 
cing  the  afiiiding  ptdure  of  the  numberleis  oiiferies  which, 
even  years,  Germany,  and  more  particularly  the  countries 
heir  conftitucnts,  have  experienced.  The  enormous  (^ 
:es  which  have  been  the  confequence  of  thb  difaftrous  war  are 
vn ;  and  the  defpair  of  the  inhabitants  of  thofe  countries  would 
omplctc,  if  they  did  not  cherilfa  the  hope  of  better  things  ta 

he  under flgned  invite  by  the  rooft  preffing  folicitattoos  tbe 
(lers  plenipotentiary  of  the  French  republic  to  concur  effica- 
Qy  in  the  work  of  paciiication,  and  they  promife  themfelves 
they  will  not  refufe  to  confider  thisftepas  a  frefh  proof  of  the 
es  that  animate  the  princes  of  the  ftates  of  the  Empire  for  the 
ediate  conclufion  of  peace.  They  dare  to  hope  that  the  mi- 
rsplenipotentiary  of  the  French  republic^  by  deferring  to  this 
ing  invitation,  will  pro\'e  in  th^Ir  fcale  that  it  is  not  in  vain;  but 
it  is  with  a  well-founded  confidence  reliance  has  been  placed 
i  the  gcnerofity  and  moderation  of  a  great  nation,  the  eclat  of 
fe  power  will  be  augmented  by  foftening  the  conditions  lapoa 
;h  depends  the  accomplilhment  of  their  wiflies. 

(Signed)        Baron  de  Rechberg  of  Pappenheim, 

Krufe,  Re£len(lein. 
^w^.  1798.  The  Count  de  Solms. 


mcltifum  of  tfx  Deputation  of  the  Empire  of  thi  29/A  Augufi. 

HE  deputation  of  the  Empire  informs  the  Imperial  legation, 
it  has  rcfolvcd  on  the  following  anfwer  to  the  French  note 
e  5th  Frudidor  (Augull  22). 

he  French  minifters  |)lenipotenttary,  in  their  lad  note  of  the 
Fru£lidor  (Aiigtiil  22),  have  returned  an  anfwer  to  the  de- 
1  note  of  the  deputation  of  the  Empire  of  the  lOth  of  Auguft^ 
manner  which  cannot  fulfil  its  obje£t.  As  this  note  of  the 
of  Au^uft  contained  prccife  and  circumRantial  explanations 
ive  to  the  fcven  articles  of  the  French  note  of  ift  of  Ther* 
)r  (July  19),  an  anfwer  equally  precife  and  detailed  was  ex« 
ed  on  the  part  of  the  French  minifters,  flnce  it  is  only  by  re* 
Krai  approaches  that  negotiations  already  fo  advancd . can  be 
lily  terminated  ;  inftead  of  which,  the  French  minifters  pie* 
tentiary,  in  the  anfwer  they  have  remitted,  have  merely  re* 
d  to  the  contents  of  their  note  of  tbe  lit  of  Tbermidor  (July 

»9). 
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iq)y  to  vvliich  the  deputation  had  already  anfwered,  as  far  as  in 
its  power. 

The  deputation  of  the  Empire,  in  its  note  of  the  loth  of  Auguil, 
has  already  acceded,  particularly  to  article  I,  relative  to  the  fnp- 
prefTion  of  the  tolls  on  the  Rhine,  and  alfo  to  the  demolition  of  the 
t'ortrefs  of  Ehrenbrcitficiriy  mentioned  in  article  3  ;  and  when  it 
req\:ire«l,  in  return,  that  the  French  government  Ihould  reftore  to 
the  Kni.  .le  all  the  fortified  points  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Rhine, 
and  on  this  T^dc  the  Thalweg,  it  equally  underilood  that  ail  thcfe 
points  fho'  Id  he  and  remain  difmantled. 

As  to  article  6,  relative  to  the  important  objeft  of  debts,  it 
feemcd  fufficient  t)  prove  in  a  general  manner,  the  exifting  im- 
poUibility  in  every  rcfpcc^  of  taking  charge  of  all  the  debts  indifcri- 
jnlnatcly  ;  and  the  French  mini  iters  are  required  to  explain  them- 
felves  in  a  manner  more  prccifc  -clative  to  thwir  obje£l,  as  well  as 
to  all  the  other  points  which  tlr^y  have  not  yet  anfwered.     The 
French  minifters  plenipotentiary  muft  be  convinced  that  this  ar- 
ticle of  the  debts,  and  that  of  the  particular  properties  of  the  9b- 
fcntces    nd  emigrants  of  the  left  bank  of  the  Khine,  as  well  as  of 
tho^2  V  li(:n  ill  vice  or  other  relations  will  not  permit  to  remain  on 
that  hn!'.k,    arc  amone  tiie  moil  etfential  articles  of  the  peace, 
ivi/noui  \/hich  the  deputati»)n  of  the  Kmpire  can  conclude  nothing. 
Thoiigi)  t!^.   Iwpjtation  of  the  Empire  is  convinced  of  the  French 
govcrnm  nt  s  love  of  jnl^ice,  and  is  certain  that  it  never  can  have 
meant  <-o  foiin  prerenlions  on  the   property  of  in'lividuals,  yet  it 
cannot  but  wi(h  thit  the  Irench  minitters  would,  by  an  explicit 
declaration,  plu>'e  bevond  all  doubt  the  prcfervation  and  free  en- 
joyment of  every  kind  r*f  individual  properly. 

The  tleputution  of  the  Empire  has  certainly  laboured  hitherto 

molt  ferionlly,  and  with  a  iincerity  which  cannot  be  mifunder- 

Hood,  to  .KceU  rate  the  woA"  of  peace.     It  feels  in  tl»c  moll  lively 

manner  th".  un^ency  of  c<rcum{lances ;  and  to  attain  its  principil 

objcft,  Avhich  is  10  ftcure  the  independent  cxiilence  and  tranquil- 

Hty  cf  the  li-npire,  it  has  confentedto  make  the  greateft  facriiices. 

The  'vily  demands  to  which  it  cannot  accede,  are  thofc  which  are 

contrary  to  the  objeft  of  iu  miffion,  and  which  cannot  be  com* 

prifed  .^'ongthe  conditions  of  a  permanent  and  fu liable  peace.  Bf 

rni'eav.  .     ^^g  to  prevail  on  the  French  miniilers  to  defift  from  fuch 

pr  *enijc     .  it  cannot  by  any  means  incur  the  reproach  of  retarding 

th      'incli.      ■)  of  peace  ;  and  in  fuch  a  ftate  of  things,  the  depu- 

tati      -anrii/;  -!iany  cafe  become  rcfponfible  for  the  confequences 

vihic       .ay  b*.  ;  rodiiced  by  »he  delay  of  the  conclufion  of  peace. 

Co;,  -.juiiij  i">  pi. '  "  a  confidence  in  the  moderation  of  the  French 

go\c:nment,        w     .h  it  has  received  fuch  repeated  afTuranceSt 

it  waits  a  trani^    lliv    :-'  declaration,  conformable  to  thofe  mode' 

rate  fcntiments  reiaiivc  ..  all  thofc  points  which  have  not  yet  been 

adiulied. 
^  The 
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Imputation  of  the  Empire,  taking  into  oonfideaitim  all  ex^ 
cumftances,  believes  itfelf  entitled  to  expcA  that  the  Im- 
gation  (hould  giye  its  fandion  to  thii  anfirer,  as  well  as 
art  of  its  decifion  of  the  7th  of  Auguft^  to  which  the  mi* 
snipotentiary  has  not  yet  acceded. 

0/  Bavaria^  delivered  In  the  Sitting  tf  the  29/A  Amgufi. 

Vf  the  lad  note  of  the  French  minifteri  it  follows^  that 
ts  raifed  relative  to  the  conclufum  of  the  deputatioo  of 
Thermidorno  longer  exift  ;  that  the  thread  of  the  dego* 
as  been  refiimed  :  but  the  language  in  which  this  note  ii 
is  ill  calculated  to  follow  it  up  withefieA.  • 

different  anfwers  given  in  the  conclufuui  of  the  llth 
or,  upon  the  fcven  articles  of  the  French  note^  arc  per- 
gatGfry ;  and  it  feems  that  it  is  determined  to  conitder 
fuchy  until  each  of  them  is  anfwered  abfolutely  ia  the  af- 
,  that  is  to  fay,  one  fide  has  only  to  denand^  and  the 
y  to  agree. 

s  pretence  are  added  in  each  note  threals  pf  refppnfibilitjr, 
^  reckoned  as  nothing  the  immenfe  facrifio^  of  the  coun- 
ated  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Rhine*  The  deputation 
be  fatisfied  with  refpe£k  to  the  article  of  lefponfibility.  It 
cedy  as  well  as  the  whole  Empire,  that  its  juftificatiOtt 
the  conflitiitional  progrefs  of  the  negotiation,  and  in  th4 
>f  its  rcfolutions. 

w  men  among  the  Germans  have  thought  it  their  duty  to 
deputation  to  make  facrihces  greater  than  it  has  done,  it 
el  cifc(5l  of  the  exccfFive  diilreues  to  which  we  are  reduced 
ifcrics  of  war  — mifcries  which  have  not  been  entirely 
ring  the  courfe  of  the  negotiation.  But  the  cries  of 
humanity  arc  addrcfled  with  lefs  force  to  the  party  which 
tly  demanding  facrificesy  than  to  that  which  is  conftantly 
yield  them.  Thefc  complaints  of  defpair  (hotild  not  in- 
Jcptitation  to  betray  its  duties  towards  the  Empire.  If  if 
without  examination,  to  whatever  may  be  incompatible 
lignity,  the  exiltence,  and  the  future  fafety  of  the  Em* 
ould  then  fill  up  the  meafure  of  its  refponfibility  towards 
t  and  future  generations. 

IS  to  the  demand  of  keeping  pofleflion  of  all  the  fortified 
le  right  bank  of  the  Rhine,  Germanv  thought  (he  would 
/  feparated  from  France  by  a  natural  barrier  which  could 
mounted,  and  which  would  form  a  proteAion  againft 
;  aggreilion.  'i^his  idea  was  the  natural  confeqiience of 
Eons  contained  in  our  refpe&ive  notes.  But  on  afudden 
that  of  the  French  minillersof  the  17th  Floreal.  They 
II  the  iOands,  Caflcl^  Kebl»  all  the  fortified  polls  upon 
n\.  3CI  tho 
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the  right  bank  of  the  Rhine,  and  they  wifh  lo  convert  the  natural 
limits  of  the  Rhine  into  a  barrier,  to  facilitate  future  hoftile  en* 
tcrprifes.  From  this  idea  of  a  new  barrier  it  naturally  refuhs, 
tliat  the  deputation,  in  agreeing  to  it,  would  compromife the  very 
cxiftence  of  the  Empire,  and  would  devolve  on  ilfclf  a  real  re* 
fponfibility. 

The  Empire  defires,  and  ought  to  dcfire  peace.  The  French 
minifters  dcfire  it  alfo.  This  air<jrance  is  confolatory.  We  arc 
therefore  fenfible,  though  we  cannot  explain  it,  that  there  exiiis 
in  the  negotiations  an  obllacle  which  paralyzes  its  diplomatic  pro- 
grefs. 

May  all  difficulties  be  finally  terminated  by  moderate  mcafures. 
In  the  prefent  (late  of  things,  the  underfigned  deputy  is  compelled 
to  infift  on  the  contents  of  the  conclufum  of  the  2ift  Thermidor, 
and  he  thinks  we  ought  to  declare  to  the  French  minifters,  that  in 
return  for  the  demolition  of  Ehrenbreitflein  conceded  to  them, 
they  ought  to  renounce  the  fortilied  pods  on  the  right  bank  of  the 
Rhine  ;  that  they  ought  to  endeavour  to  come  to  an  underftanding 
on  the  article  of  debts,  and  that  they  (hould  determine  upoii 
qucdions  which  have  not  yet  been  propofed,  as  well  as  thofe  al- 
ready fubmitted  to  difcullion.  As  we  have  before  exprefled  our 
thoughts  on  thefe  important  objeds,  without  forming  any  refolu- 
tion  on  the  fubjefl,  it  behoves  us  to  occupy  our  attention  fokly  in 
prefcnting  a  note  to  the  French  legation. 


Note  of  the  Freuch  Mlnljicn  Plenipotentiary  cf  the  \Jl  S^ptemief. 

ANOTHER  note  from  the  deputation  of  the  Empire  hasbcco 
communicated  on  the  14th  Frudidor  (30ih  Auguft)  to  the  undir- 
figncd  miniiicrs  plenipotentiary  of  the  French  republic,  appointed 
to  negotiate  with  the  German  Empire,  by  the  minifter  plenipo- 
tentiary of  his  Majefty  the  Emperor. 

Tlie  uudcrfigncd  hallen  to  acquaint  tiie  deputation  of  the  Em- 
pire, that  they  accept  the  pure  and  fimple  confent  given  in  their 
note  to  the  demolition  of  the  fortifications  of  Ehrenbrcitftein  ;  biH 
they  peril  it  moil  (lroni;;ly,  and  lor  reafons  exprefled  in  their  pfc- 
ceding  note,  in  demanding  the  ccilion  of  Kehl  and  of  Caliel,  and 
its  appurtenances,  points  clicntial  to  the  fafetyof  the  French  fron- 
tier, of  which  the  republic  is  in  polFeflion,  and  which  arc  partly 
neceifary  dependencies  uoon  what  has  already  been  irrevocablj 
ceded  t (J  them. 

They  equally  periiil  in  all  their  other  propofitions  and  declan* 
tions  contained  in  the  notes  they  have  remitted  up  to  this  day ; 
that  is  to  fay,  iince  and  including  the  14th  of  laft  Floreal.  The 
deputation  of  the  Empire  feels  too  well  that  even  if  the  French 
government  Ihould  facriiicc  Aill  fomething  hiora  to  their  dcfire  of 

accc- 
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accelerating  the  concluflon  of  peace,  ir  would  not  be,  without 
doubt,  when  her  demands  are  oppofed  by  a  refiftance  withcnit 
motive,  and  contrary  to  the  true  direction  which  the  force  of 
things  ought,  at  this  day,  to  give  to  the  politics  of  the  princes  of 
the  Empire. 

They  demand,  and  they  hope  it  is  for  the  laft  time,  a  catego- 
rical and  prompt  anfwcr.  They  give  notice  to  the  deputation  of 
the  Empire,  that  that  anfwer  will  govern  their  future  condud. 

The  minifters  plenipotentiary  of  the  French  republic  affur6  the 
minifters  plenipoieniiary  of  his  Imperial  Majefty  of  their  moft 
diftinguiihcd  confideration. 

Bonnier. 

Rajiadt^   15  FrutVidor^  (>th year  of  Jean  de  Brie. 

the  French  republic,  RofiERjOT. 


Kotefrom  the  Imperial  Commijfion  to  the  Deputation  of  the  Empire  at 

RaJJadtj  ^d  September. 

THE  Imperial  commillion  annexed  to  the  deputation  of  the 
Empire,  approve  of  the  offer  of  the  demolition  of  the  fortifications 
of  Ehrenbrcitftein,  contained  in  theconclufum  of  the  deputation  of 
the  7th  and  29th  Auguft,  upon  the  conditions  exprelTed  in  the  faid 
decisions.  As  the  minifters  plenipotentiary  of  the  French  republic 
have  replied  to  the  note  of  the  deputation  of  the  ^iR.  Auguft,  by 
a  counter  note  of  the  ift  September,  a  copy  of  which  isannexedy 
the  Imperial  legation  ex  pedis  the  dccifion  which  the  deputation  ojf 
the  Empire  will  adopt  upon  that  fubjeft. 


Decree  of  the  Imperial  Commiffion  to  the  Deputation  of  the  Empire  at 

Rajladty  ^h  September. 

THE  Imperial  commillion  annexed  to  the  deputation  of  the 
Empire  for  the  conclufion  of  peace,  acquaint  the  deputation  by 
the  fubfequent  copy  of  the  note  tranfmitted  yefterday  to  the  tni- 
niftcrs  plenipotentiary  of  the  French  republic,  with  the  manner  in 
which  they  have  been  informed  of  the  fanflion  given  to  the  3d  ar- 
ticle of  the  conclufum  of  the  ^ih  of  Auguft. 

Hote  addrcjjcdto  the  Afinifiers  Plenipotentiary  of  the  French  Rit^*  " 

In  the  two  notes  that  were  tranfmitted  on  the  2 
Auguft,  to  the  minifters  plenipctentiary  of  the  Fw 
the  underfigned  refervcd   to  himfelf  the  giving 
fpefling  the  demolition  of  the  fortifications 
confentcd  to  by  the  deputation  of  the  Empire 

3  0,2 
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cannot  be  feparaled  from  it.  He  has  juft  informed  the  deputation 
ot  this  dccifion,  upon  giving  it  his  approbation.  It  is  only  by 
that  fan6iioii,  and  from  the  moment  it  was  given,  that  the  pro- 
polition  of  the  deputation  of  the  Empire  could  have  the  form  of 
an  efl'cdtive  and  foimal  offer  from  ftatc  to  ftatc  ;  and  it  only  be- 
gins to  polTcfs  all  its  validity  from  the  inftant  that  the  iinderfigned, 
as  he  heieby  do;.s,  informs  the  minillers  plenipotentiary  of  the 
French  republic  of  it.  He  reiterates  the  allurance  of  his  diftin- 
^uifhcd  confideration. 

F.  G.  C.  Count  de  Mktternich 
Wenneboukg  Bkil&teik. 

Rafiadty   2^  Sept,    1798. 

Suhficincc  of  the  Conclufum  nf  the  Deputation  of  the  Empire,  on  th 

loth  of  September. 

THE  deputation  confciits  to  cede  the  ifland  of  Pcteifavc,  but 
requires  the  rclloralion  of  Kchl  and  Caffcl. 

I  A  fccond  note  was  drawn  up  by  the  deputation  of  the  Empire, 
on  the  loth  of  Septtinbcr,  in  which  they  demanded  the  recall  ot 
the  republican  troops  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Rhine.] 


l^otcs  ttanfmittcd  by    the  French  Plenipotentiaries  to  the  Imperid 

Alinifter  at  Rafiadt. 

THE  underfigncd  minifters  plenipotentiary  of  the  French  it- 
public  for  negotiating  a  peace  with  the  German  Empire,  have  re- 
ceived the  note  ot  the  deputation  of  the  Empire,  which  was  com- 
municated to  them  on  the  25th  rru£lidor  (September  11),  by  the 
miniftcr  plenipotentiary  of  his  Imperial  Majeily. 

Whatever  may  be  the  fatisfadion  which  the  underHgned  may 
derive  from  the  pacific  language  of  the  deputation  of  tlic  Empire; 
whatever  may  be  the  confidence  they  are  difpofcd  to  place  inil» 
they  are  nevcrthelefs  compelled  to  obferve,  that  after  more  than 
nine  months  fpent  in  negotiation,  words,  and  even  intentions,  are 
not  fufiicient  ;   realities  arc  nccelfary,  in  order  to  prove  a  finccrc 
defire  for  peace.     Peace  mufl  be  concluded,  and  the  underfigned 
are  unremitting  in  their  endeavours  to  obtain  it.     It  is  true,  in- 
deed, that  the  deputation  fccms  at  prefcnt  difpofed  to  emerge  from 
that  (late  of  indeciiion  in  which  it  has  been  held  ;  it  has  recently 
afl'entcd  to  one  of  the  important  demands  which  have  been  made 
in  the  name  of  the  French  republic  ;  (to  wit)  the  demolition  of  the 
fortifications  of  Ehreiibrcitiiein  ^  and  this  alfent,  which  it  this  day 
renews,  is  expreffed  in  a  manner  which  (hows  that  the  imderfrgncJ 
were  not  deceived  \\\\o\\  they  made  the  imcontradifled  declaration, 
that  they  regarded  and  accepted  ti.at  alfent  as  pure  and  (imple. — 

But 
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But  why  permit  to  remain  in  one  of  the  preceding eonclufums,  the 
conditional  difpoiition  that  had  crept  into  it  ?  Why  fruftrate  the 
good  cifcds  ot  a  revocation^  which,  by  obviating  difficulties,  and 
by  rtfioring  to  the  facriike  made  by  the  deputation  the  whole  of  its 
merit,  might  have  given  to  the  French  government  an  additional 
anur:incc  ol  the  reciprocal  loyalty  of  the  negotiations,  and  a  firmer 
folitiiiv  to  fimire  erigugements  r  It  is  alio  true  that  the  deputation 
of  the  Kmpire  Hiovvs  iifeU  fully  difpofcd  to  cede  to  the  French  re- 
public the  fortified  iiland  of  St.  Peter  ;  but  it  feems  to  fct  an  ex- 
auc;crateil  price  npf^n  that  cellion,  which  would  confidcrably  re- 
duce its  value,  and  even  the  mere  propofal  of  it  would  induce  a 
belief  that  the  deputation  too  eafily  forget  the  many  facrifices 
which  the  French  grvernment  has  already  made,  with  a  wi(h  to 
reiiore  p<'ace  to  ilic  Kiri[:irc.  It  is  in  general  a  miftakc,  and  one 
can,  and  one  ought  to  repeat  it,  to  think  of  eflabliihing  between 
\\%o  contra;^! ir.g  powers  a  reciprocity  of  advantages  rigoroufly 
cxacl.  That  nice  balance  is  fcarccly  ever  to  be  found,  either  in 
the  nature  of  things,  or  the  refpcClive  pofition  of  pcrfons  ;  and  it 
it  could  be  admitted  in  the  prefent  negotiation,  it  is  evident  that 
there  woidd  rcfult  from  it  a  real  inequality  for  the  French  re- 
public, which  in  that  cafe  would  not  only  lofe  a  confiderable  part 
of  the  pr(;porti()nal  fatisfadion  which  is  due  to  it,  but  which 
(hould  alio  fee  diminiilied  in  its  hands  the  important  advantages 
\vhich  it  might  have  prefervcd,  and  which  diminution  would  arife 
from  the  elfecl  of  that  reciprocity.  Such  a  fyftem,  utterly  irrc- 
concllaMc  with  any  p!.ice  whatever,  and  much  more  unfounded 
when  coiitrafted  with  the  fplendoiir  of  the  French  vi£lories,  could 
ncv;  r  be  ferioully  inlllled  on  by  (incerc  and  judicious  negotiators. 

N(M^N  i'liil.itiding  thefe  obfervations,  which  were  deemed  ncccf- 
farv,  ihe  undcfligiicd  will  not  deny  but  that  the  note  of  the  depu- 
tation of  t  lie  Lin  pile  has  offered  them  fome  melioration  in  the  llate 
of  .irFairs,  aiKJ  the  hap[)y  though  tardy  pofTibility  of  a  refult  im- 
patiently looked  tor  hy  both  nations.  It  appears  indeed,  from 
the  analvlis  ot  th.at  note,  that  at  lead  all  the  eflential  dilliculties 
are  hoa  reuu:il^le  to  thcfe  three  quellions  : 

lit.  1  he  retaining  by  the  French,  or  the  rcditution  to  the  Eui- 
pir",  ot  »he  fi)rliiuii  places  Kehl  and  Calfel. 

jd.  The  iraii>:er  upon  the  countries  given  in  exchange  on  the 
riLiht  bank  of  the  Rhnie,  of  the  debts  which  fliall  fall  upon  thofc 
Ceiled  on  »he  letl  bank. 

7t!.  The  application  or  exemption  of  the  French  laws  concern- 
ing t!'.e  en:igrants.  /\il  the  reft,  as  the  deputation  obferve,  will  be 
cjfilv  adjulltd  when  the  great  obltacles  arc  removed. 

Th.e  attention  (/t  the  underfigned  is  then  wholly  dire6led  to 
ihefe  thr^e  qudlions  ;  and  the  examination  they  have  given  t# 
riiein  lias>  been  tlie  more  fcrupulous,  becaufc  the  two  iail  fecm 
nearly  to  afilct  ttiC  welfare,  the  liberty,  and  the  fortune  of  a  great 

4  number 


(    486    ) 

number  of  families  in  the  two  dates ;  objeds  which  the  French  go- 
vernment holds  facrcd  in  its  political  relations  with  other  coun- 
tries, as  well  as  in  its  internal  adminiiltation:  accordingly  they 
do  not  helitate  to  make  the  folloN^ing  proclamations  and  declara- 
tionsy  but  tinder  the  exprefs  refervation  that  the  fortified  iflamd  of 
St.  Peter  ihall  immediately  be  ceded  to  the  French  republic  \  and 
at  the  fauie  time  all  the  ciaufes  and  conditions  annexed  to  the 
demolition  of  Ehrenbreititein,  and  other  demands  of  the  under- 
ligned,  ihall  be  annulled. 

ilh  It  would  be  ufelefs  here  to  reflate  the  well-known  reafons 
which  fo  powerfully  induce  the  French  republic  to  retain  pofleilion 
of  CalFcl  and  Kehl,  with  their  dependencies.  The  fame  reafons 
Ail!  prevent  them  from  agreeing  totally  to  abandon  thefe  poflcf- 
fions.  It  is  natural  to  believe  that  the  princes  and  other  llates  of 
the  Empire  (hould  confukr  this  point  in  a  political  view;  that 
they  Ihould  ultimately  regret  their  not  having  futliciently  perceived 
or  properly  appreciated  this  (>lJc<Sl.  But  inllead  of  a  falutary 
contidence,  in  feeing  fever al  fortified  places  in  the  hands  of  the 
French,  they  fccm  to  have  experienced  an  oppofite  feeling.  In 
order  to  difpel  all  apprthenfions,  the  French  republic  gives  up  the 
fortreifes  of  Kehl  and  (^alVel,  which  Ihdll  be  dcmolilbed,  and  ihaU 
only  retain  the  territories. 

ad.  With  regard  to  the  debts,  the  deputation  fiirely  have  not 
prefumcdthat  the  French  government  could  agree  to  any  arrange- 
ment which  fliould  be  calculated  too  fenfibly  to  depreciate  the  cef- 
fion  of  the  left  bank  of  the  Rhine  ;  to  perpetuate  between  the  two 
nations  the  fcecls  of  intricate  dilVnllions,  and  to  transfer  to  a  ter- 
ritory united  to  France  the  expcnfcs  of  the  war,  which  thi?' Empire 
iifolf  ha<i  incurred.  The  debts  <»f  the  countries  ceded,  as  theun- 
dcrfigned  have  unitormly  faid,  ihall  be  transferred  to  the  countrici 
on  the  right  bank,  given  by  way  ot  indemnihcntion  ;  but  there- 
public  will  confcnt  t!Mt  the  provincial  and  communal  debts,  tiith 
the  cxctpiion  ot  tliofc  which  may  have  been  contraftcd  on  account 
of  and  for  the  expuifes  of  the  war,  fhall  be  and  continue  to  aflfed 
tJic  ceded  territories  :  the  rights  of  third  creditors  are  rcfervcd. 

j(l,  Tiic  underfigiicd  declare  that  the  laws  rcfpedling  emigra- 
tion :?re  not  applicable  to  countries  ceded  and  not  united,  not  even 
to   Mentz.     They  make  this  conOdatory  declaration  with  plea- 
furc  ;  but  as  the  ariii'lr  to  which  this  forms  a  reply  is  enumerated 
amon;;  the  eighteen  articles  annexed  to  the  note  of  the  deputation 
of  the  3d  March,  and  this  article  is  connected  with  articles  men- 
tioned in  the  note  of  ii)c  i  ith  of  the  fame  month,  it  is  proper  here 
to  explain  this  point  preciftly.     The  iinderOgncd  declare  then 
that  they  have  now  nnTwered  thofc  articles  and  pre fuppofit ions  in 
■every  point  capable  of  dif'cufljon,  farther  referring  themfelves  to 
their  note  of  the    19th   Germinal,  and  declaring  that  the  French 
IcL^aiioa  docs  not,  and  never  can,  regard  thcfc  articles  and  prefup-- 
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poHtions  but  as  infulatcd,  didin^  from  one  another,  and  inde* 
pendent  of  all  others ;  and  that  they  will  oppofe  every  applicalioa 
of  them  employed  to  invalidate  or  elude  the  point  agreed  upon. 

I'he  mini  iters  plenipotentiary  of  the  French  republic  prefent 
this  note  as  the  pledge  of  peace. 

France  and  Germany  being  now  the  judges  of  the  affair,  the 
French  legation  flatter  themfclves  that  the  deputation  of  the  Env* 
pire  will  unite  with  them  in  this  opinion,  and  that  they  will  not 
take  upon  them  the  refponfibility  of  being  the  hrll  to  produce  a 
rupture.  They  give  the  miniller  plenipotentiary  of  his  Majedy 
the  Emperor  their  aifuranccs  ot  the  moil  diitinguiilied  eonfi* 
deration. 

(Signed)  Bonnier. 

.oberjot. 

y£ar  6  of  ihc  French  rvpubHc, 


THE  underfigned  minifters  plenipotentiary  of  the  French 
public  for  the  negotiation  of  peace  with  the  Germanic  Empii^ 
received  on  the  25th  (Sept.  10;,  a  fecond  note  from  the  deputatioa 
of  the  Empire,  tranfmitted  to  them  by  the  miuifler  pIcAipoten*^ 
ciary  of  his  Majeily  the  Emperor. 

The  particular  objedt  of  this  note  is  to  demand  the  recall  of 
the  republican  troops  on  the  right  bank.  The  underfigped  invite 
ihc  deputation  of  the  Empire  to  weigh  well  this  truth,  fo  clearly 
clemoniirated  iincc  the  opening  of  the  conferences,  that  the  Exe- 
cutive Oircdory  of  the  French  republic  is  fmcerely  defirous  of 
peace,  and  a  fpccdy  and  perfedl  reconciliation  between  the  two 
iiates  ;  that  it  dciircs  nothing  fo  much  as  to  fee  not  merely  dimU 
nilhed,  but  entirely  fnpcrfcdcd  by  the  happy  inutility  of  defenfive 
precautions,  the  circumllanccs  connected  with  the  prefent  fituation 
of  aftairSy  and  that  this  anxiety  for  precaution  may  utterly  ceafe. 

The  deputation  of  the  Empire  cannot,  upon  its  fide,  fail  to 
perceive  that  the  demand  which  it  renews  at  prefent  is  premature ; 
that  the  abandoning  the  military  poiitions  being  neceflarily  the 
Arii  confequence  ot  an  etfc£lual  pacihcation,  there  is  no  peremp- 
tory reafon  why  the  troops  of  the  republic  (hould  be  witlidrawn 
from  the  other  fide  of  the  Rhine.  By  repeating  an  obfervation 
thus  elTentially  juil,  the  underfigned  will  avail  themfelves  of  it, 
in  order  to  dcltroy  a  very  bold  and  ungrounded  alfertion,  propa- 
gated far  and  near,  and  which  the  enemies  of  the  French  nation 
will  doubtk'fs  not  be  backward  to  circulate  and  enforce*  It  had 
been  faid  that  tiie  republican  troops  had  tranfgrefled  the  line 
marked  by  the  amnelly.  The  miniliers  plenipotentiary  of  the 
French  republic  gave  a  formal  and  full  contradidion  to  this  pre- 
tended fa^.      iTicy  aifcrt  that  the  republican  troops  have  net 
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o^'crftcppetl  the  lines  fixed  on  for  the  two  armies.     This  examplr, 
to  which  it  were  eafy  to  annex  others  of  a  fimilar  nature,  ought 
to  have  rcminilcd  the  deputation  of  the  Empire  to  guard  againft 
all  kinds  of  reports,  exaggerated  or  ahfohitely  falfc,  which  may 
have  been  or  Oiali  hereafter  be  made  to  them,  uniformly  with  the 
hope  of  exafpcrating  the  public  mind,  and  perhaps  to  withdraw 
rhctr  attention  from  defigns  that  are  truly  hollile.     No  one  can  be 
ignorant  that  certain  individual  hardihips  are  infeparable  from  a 
rranfition  from  a  iiate  of  war  to  that  of  peace.     It  is  not  the  fault 
of  the  underfigncd  that  this  tranfition  ha^  not  proved  happy  and 
rapid;  it  behoves  the  liepuiution   of  the  Empire  to  become  daily 
more  thoroughly  convinced,  that  the  tnoii  eilicaciotis  labours  that 
can  ever  be  exerted  for  the  folace  and  for  the  happine£>  of  nations, 
are  principally  and  only  tliofe  that  tend  to  pre^'cnt  the  calamities 
of  war  by  a  fpcedy  pacification  ;  it  belongs  to  the  deputation  to 
vicld  to  the  wiihcs  of  the  Princes,  and  of  all  the  inhabitants  of 
<  iermany,  whofe  rem  on  ft  ranees,  and  even  whofe  complaints,  fwcll 
into  a  cry  for  peace ;  then  all  fubjeds  of  tmeafinefs  on  either  fide 
mult  ceafe,  and  the  remembrance  of  pail  fuiferings  will  be  drowned 
in  the  enjoyment  of  a  tranquil  and  durable  profperity. 

The  minlRcrs  plcnipotcniiary  of  the  French  republic,  in  clofing 
the  prefent  note,  rcfcrve  ihemfelves  cxprefsly  lo  what  they  ha« 
declared  in  their  firll  note  of  t!)is  day  relative  to  the  i8  articles 
annexed  to  the  note  of  the  deputation  of  the  Empire  of  the  jcl 
March,  and  to  the  hints  thrown  out  in  the  note  of  the  i  ith  ot  the 
fume  month. 

IMicy  afliire  the  miniftcr  plenipotentiary  of  his  Imperial  Majeflf 
of  their  molt  diftinguilhed  confideration. 

(Signed)  Bonniek. 

Rc'fadi^   2Zth  Frutlidor  (Sept.  14;,  JeaN   DEBRTt 

yuit  6  of  the  Lrc/ich  republic,  ROBEUJOT. 


Conclufum  of  the  Deputation  cf  the  Empire. 

Rajladt,  Sfpt.  22. 

THE  deputation  of  the  Empire  are  of  opinion  that  the  fdloir- 
ing  is  the  anfwer  that  fliould  be  given  to  the  late  notes  of  the 
French  legation  of  the  28th  Krudlidor  (Sept.  14), 

The  French  notes  that  were  delivered  in  on  the  28th  FniAidor 
(September  14)  have  made  a  very  agreeable  im  pre  (lion  upon  the 
deputation  of  the  Empire.  The  fenfible  approximation  of  the 
French  minifters  plenipotentiary  in  fome  e^ential  points  of  the 
negotiation  has  fully  confirmed  the  confolatory  hope  that  is  oio- 
ceived  of  the  happy  moment  not  being  far  diitant  when  Fnuoo 
and  Germany  will  mutually  flrctch  out  a  friendly  hand  ia  li^nof 

peace.  
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The  deputation  of  the  Empire  banrhq;  iinlf#rn|ly  eriocecMj^  ffin 
noft  untquivocal  endeavours  the  moft  avdent  and  unabafd  xcal^ 
jid  proved  by  the  greateft  facrifices  ita  defire  of  ao^ielerating  the 
iscincationy  could  not  but  feel  fotne  paio  aod  conoem,  from  ob^ 
erving  that  thefe  endeavours  were  ahrays  iftifutiderftood  bylhe 
•*rench  minifters  plenipotentiary,  and  that'it  was  even  pretended 
hat  the  legation  looked  for  an  abfolute  eipiality  of-'advanti^s  be- 
ween  the  two  contrading  parties  This  equality  will  be*  ftill 
:fs  to  be  prefumed  upon,  now  that  the  deputatidn  (under  the 
indoubtmc;  expedation  that  the  French  minifters  will  oli  their 
de  roanifeft  a  reciprocal  condefcenfioii  refpeding  points  of  eqoil 
nportanccy  and  even  in  fome  meaftire  of  ftill  more  importance 
)r  Germany,  and  that  the  demands  which  have  been  made  will 
e  acceded  to;  ftridly  acquiefces  in  the  wiOies  of  the  Prendi  fc- 
Btion,  and  confirms  to  it,  befides  the  cefHon  of  the  left  banky'fhe 
land  of  St.  Pierre,  near  Mentz,  and  the  demolition  of  the  fet- 
fications  of  Ehrenbreitftein  ;  but  ftill  renewing  the  obfervatiba 
lai  the  provifioning  of  the  latter  fertrefs  will  Mt,  ejmeablyjo 
le  exifting  convention,  any  longer  experience  any  obftrudions. 

The  French  minifters  plenipotentiary  having- gWlen' their  afliu* 
mce,  that  after  the  fatisiadory  explanation  of  three'points,  tfpcb 
rhich  their  laft  note  eflentially  turned,  there  wiMild  be  no  dm.* 
ilty  in  coming  to  an  agreement  refpedingthettmaiBtDg-peiilts; 
le  (feputation  therefore  feels  a  more  eager  difpofitioa  to  eo-ope* 
He  with  all  its  might  in  the  fpeedy  exphmation  of  thefe  points 
» eminently  elTcntial,  and  confequently  haften  to  make  the  fol* 
kwing  anfwers  to  them  : 

Art.  L  Thedepntation  of  the  Empire  not  only  accepts  the  renun* 
aiion  of  the  French  miniftersplenipotentiarydf  the  fortifications 
"  Kehl  and  of  Caifel,  but  it  alfo  receives  with  confiderable  fatlf^ 
lAion  the  alfurance  that  it  is  their  intention  to  remove  and  do 
ivay  altogether  every  uneafmefs  refpeding  thefe  pofleflions. 

But  as,  in  order  to  give  full  effe£l  to  that  intention,  it  is  necef- 
iry  that  France  (hould  renounce  all  claim  to  the  territories  Which 
id  been  rcTerved,  as  likewife  to  all  kind  of  jpoflelEons  and  to 
rery  point  of  contad  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Rhine,  it  is  coilfi* 
mtly  expelled  of  the  French  government  (and  this  p6int  moft 
t  formally  infifted  upon)  that  it  will  alfo  acmle  to  this  renunda-* 
On ;  and  the  more  fo  as  the  frontiers  of  France  are  fufEoiently 
svered  and  proteded  by  the  ifland  of  St.  Pierre,  and  the  demo* 
lion  of  the  t'ortrcfs  of  Ehrenbreitftein ;  that  the  territories  held 
irefervaiion  have  no  real  value;  and  that  the  French  republic 
ill,  by  that  renunciation,  manifeft  on  its  (ide  an  equal  defire  of 
iaioving  every  thing  that  could  tend  hereafter  to  difturb  the  har« 
eny  and  good  underftanding  which  ought  to  obtain  between  the 
Ro  ftates  ;  and  that  the  French  republic  is  on  its  fide  induced,  by 
Vol.  Vll.  3R  (uUy 
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fnlly  acquiefcing  in  this  point,  to  remove  the  principal  obflacle 
thai  itunils  in  ihc  way  of  a  pacification* 

Art.  11.  In  their  lall  note  the  French  miniders  have  explained 
themfcivcs  refpedlin^  certain  debts  in  a  manner  which  at  lealt 
ieavc:s  an  opening  for  a  polTible  conciliation  upon  that  point;  all 
the  advantageous  declarations  made  upon  this  fubjefl  arc  therefore 
prcvioufly  accepted  :  but  in  order  to  fix  and  throw  light  upon  a 
fi.bjecl  of  fuch  importance^  which  involves  fo  many  iniercfls  and 
fo  many  individuals,  it  is  neceffary  to  obfcrve — 

I.  That  the  deputation  cannot  underftand  by  the  expreflion  of 
commercial  dcbts^  any  thing  more  than  the  debts  of  the  commMnes, 
of  the  dillricls  of  the  country,  of  the  towns,  baillagcs,  and  cor- 
porations, and,  in  a  word,  tlic  debts  that  have  not  been  concradcd 
by  the  Hate  in  general,  but  only  by  particular  corporations,  in  or- 
der to  anfwer  their  own  expenfcs  and  wants.     This  fort  of  debts 
can  only  be  regarded  as  private  debts.     They  are  not  pretended  to 
have  been  incurred  in  order  to  anfwer  the  exigences  of  the  ftaic. 
1  he  German  landlords  have  no  diredl  ihare  in  them  ;  the  com- 
munal  members  and  the  communal  property  that  has  been  mort- 
<;aged  are  alone  liable  to  be  charged  with  thefe  communal  debtSt 
The  treafury  of  the  ftatc  had  nothing  in  common  with  the  pay- 
ment of  thcfe  debts  ;  they  were  paid  up  by  the  commimes  that 
owed  them,  by  the  bailiwicks,  didridls,  corporations,  or  by  thofc 
th.it  fiicceed  them.     This  fort  of  debts  that  have  their  defined  ob- 
jetSl  cannot  therefore  be  comprifed  in  the  prefent  difcuflion;  oor 
can  there  be  made,  with  refped  to  them,  any  diiUndion  between 
the  debts  that  have  been  contraded  before  or  during  the  prefeat 
war. 

2.  The  provincial  or  debts  of  the  flate  have  alfo  fo  many  dif- 
ferent relations,  on  account  of  the  diverfity  of  the  territories  of 
the  Imperial  flatcs,  that  it  is  necelFary  to  enter  into  a  detailed  ex- 
planation refpe(^ing  them  before  there  can  be  laid  down  upon  this 
point  any  general  bafis.  The  French  minillers  will  be  the  more 
inclined  to  lilicn  to  thefe  details,  as  they  have  declared  in  their  laft 
note,  that  they  coincide  with  the  deputation  of  the  Empire  in  the 
fmccre  intention  of  bringing  to  a  precife  determination  whatever 
regards  thefe  debts  \  that  there  may  not  be  endlefsly  perpetuated 
between  the  two  powers  the  germ  of  a  complicated  difcuffion. 
The  French  miniders  have  repeated,  that  the  debts  of  the  coun- 
tries ceded  (hall  be  transferred  to  the  countries  on  the  right  bank 
ceded  by  way  of  indemnification.  At  prefent  the  qucftion  re- 
lates merely  to  the  debts  of  the  prefent  lords  who  (hall  obcain 
other  territories  in  compenfation,  or  other  flates  on  the  right 
bank  ;  but  the  mode  in  which  the  debts  were  contraded  in  thefe 
countries,  diflcrs  cilentially  from  that  in  which  they  were  con^ 
traded  in  the  others.  In  one,  the  flatc  has  domains  \  in  the  other, 

not« 
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not*  In  the  ohe,  the  treafury  for  the  domains  lis  abfdlutely  didinA 
from  that  of  the  contributions;  in  the  other,  no  fuch  diftindion 
is  known,  and  the  whole  is  paid  into  the  fame  treafury*  In  Tome 
others  where  there  are  tyro  di(lin£l  treafuries,  the  ftatcs  or  the 
regencies  adminiftcrthe  revenue  in  their  own  perfons;  elfewhere, 
I  he  landlord  adminiftcrs  both.  There  are  even  fome  where  each 
treafury  has  its  diitind  adminiflration;  and  finally,  others  where 
the  treafuries  are  without  diftinflion  under  the  fupefintendance  of 
Tingle  financial  chambers.  In  order,  therefore,  to  come  at  the 
knowledge  of  the  real  debt  of  the  country,  denominated  provin- 
cial debt,  a  criterion  (hould  be  eftabliihed,  by  which  it  might 
appear  that  the  debt  had  been  contraded  for  the  ufe  or  wants  of 
the  country  ;  then  it  will  be  acknowledged  a  true  debt  of  the 
country,  called  provincial  debt,  with  which  the  Country  is  charge- 
able. If,  on  the  other  hand,  after  having  thoroughly  and  ma- 
turely examined  this  matter,  which  in  its  nature  is  fo  compli- 
cated, it  fliould  be  deemed  expedient  that  fuch  of  the  debts  of  the 
country  as  have  been  contradled  for  the  expenfes  of  the  war^ 
Ihould  fall  upon  the  objeds  pledged  as  indemnities,  this  exception 
would  require  a  ilill  more  precife  determination,  dating  that  thefe 
debts  have  been  contracted  towards  defraying  the  expenfes  of  the 
war  carried  on  againll  the  French  republic,  and  that  they  hzrt 
been  employed  by  or  for  the  advantage  of  the  armies.  It  is  like- 
wife  proper  to  obfcrve,  that  feveral  flates  extend  along  the  two 
banks ;  it  would  confequently  be  requiflte,  with  regard  to  the 
debts  of  thcTc  dates,  to  eOablifli  a  more  precife  determination* 
In  this  cafe  it  were  neceflary,  if  thefe  debts  are  not  to  be  propor* 
tioftcd  between  the  divifions  of  the  Rates  (an  attempt  that  would 
involve  great  ditlicultics),  to  be  guided  by  the  contraOs  of  the 
fpecial  mortgage  of  the  creditors,  and  make  chargeable  the  debt 
upon  that  portion  of  the  dates  which  is  charged  with  the  fpecial 
mortgage. 

3,  The  airurance  given  by  the  French  minifters,  that  the  rights 
of  their  creditors  (hall  be  refcrved,  is  fo  conformable  to  the  fen* 
timents  of  the  deputation,  and  to  the  principles  laid  down  in  their 
preceding  communications,  that  this  aflurance  is  received  with 

filcafurc,  in  the  hope  that  it  will  equally  extend  to  the  unres- 
erved and  confc:entious  payment  of  the  capital  and  intereft,  ia 
the  manner  that  thefe  payments  have  been  llipulated  between  the 
contracting  powers. 

Art.  ill.  The  declaration  made  by  the  French  minifters,  that 
the  laws  rcfpecling  emigrants  are  not  applicable  to  the  ced^ 
countries;,  not  even  to  Mentz,  is  regarded  by  the  deputation  as  a 
proof  of  their  love  of  juQice  ;  but  as  it  is  alfo  in  undoubted  mat* 
ler,  that  all  the  Germanic  countries  fituate  on  the  left  bank  of  the 
Rhme,  that  arc  to  be  ceded  to  France,  in  the  fame  manner,  and 
It  the  fame  time,  in  virtue  of  the  future  treaty  of  peace,  ought, 
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n^rrcibly  \o  rhr  principle's  of  jnfticc,  to  pretend  with  full  confi- 
licncL"  {o  a  tiv::iMncnt  j>cifeUY  tq^ial  and  llmilar;  as  moreover  the 
iriiiiinn   ;'l!i-.Kly    ai'iccd  upon,    and  to  .which    nevcrthclcfs  ihc 
yiciKli  plcnipDtLiiiiarics  fccm  diTpofcd  to  apply  the  laws  relative 
to  ciTiiij;rai:  ):i,  caniiol  be  regarded  as  finally  fetticd,  until  the  ccf- 
iuii  ot  tiiLin  l)c  made  by  the  Empire  \  and  as  the  at'orefaid  laws 
cannot  have  a  rctroartivc  eflrc<^l,  it  may  be  expcfled   from  the 
cqniiy  of  the  rrciuh  govorninent,  that  it  will  look  upon  it  as  an 
ati  ot  jiillicc,  and  that  it  will  it fclf  declare  that  the  laws  refpeA- 
ini»  emigration  arc  not  applicable  to  any  portion  of  fuch  of  the 
Gcrmaiiic  coiintiics  as  ihall  be  ceded  to  Prance  by  a  future  treaty 
ot  peace;  but  particularly  to  ilie  poilcllion  of  the  Germanic  ftatcs, 
and  of  the  members  of  the  nobiliiv  of  the  Empire,  not  to  the 
culler  dependants  of  the  Empire  in  Lorrain,  in  Alface,  and  even 
in   irancc  ;  that  this  non -application  fliall  take  place   for  each, 
without  exception,  of  whatever  (late  or  condition  it  may  be;  anJ 
that  a  redrefs  Ihall  bi*  obtained  for  all  that  may  have  been  other- 
wife  done  to  the  contrary  Wi  the  prcfent  hour,  to  perfons  or  pro* 
pcriy.     Tor  the  reli,  as  the  opinion  of  the  deputation  perfedly 
coincides  with  that  of  the  French  miniflers,  that,  when  the  afore- 
faid  three  principal  points  (hall  be  agreed  on,  the  accommodation 
of  the  other  points  and  articles  {till  in  litigation,  will  not  be  pro- 
cradinaied,  the  deputation  will  for  the  p;cfent  confine  itfclf  to 
rcfci  ving  in  general  its  ulterior  decifion  of  the  poiqts  as  yet  un- 
touched and  undecided,  in  order  to  come  more  fpeedily  to  the 
explanation  and  decifion  of  the  aforefaid  piincipal  points.    At 
the  fame  tinie  it  cannot  be  denied  the  negotiations  for  peace  have 
made  fuch  progrefs,  that  every  meafure  of  fecurity  in  the  coun- 
tries on  the  right  bank  of  the  Rhine  becomes  daily  more  unne- 
celTary  for  the  French  republic.     In  reply  then  to  the  French 
note  of  the  28th  Fru£lidor,  the  deputation  cannot  forbear  repeat- 
ing the  demand  fo  urgently  and  cnergciicnlly  made  in  the  note  of 
the  deputation   of  the  a4th  Eiuflidory   that  the  French  troops 
fhould  be  withdrawn  from  the  right  bank  of  the  Rhine,  where 
the  exactions  of  the  troops  increafe  daily ;  and  hopes  are  enter- 
tained, that  from  the  love  which  the  French  government  bears  to 
juflice,  in  the  prcfent  (late  of  the  negotiation,  at  lead  fome  pro- 
vifiotial  mcafurcs  will  be  taken  for  withdrawing  all  thefe  troops 
from  the  countries  above  mentioned;  that  any  further  requifitions 
will  be  fufpcnded,  and  that  the  contributions  not  yet  recovered 
will  not  be  enforced.     By  thefe  juft  difpoGtions,  that  pm  of  the 
right  bank  of  the  Rhine  which  has  futfered  fo  much  will  begin 
to  tafle  a  little  the  bleliings  of  peace;  for  the  attainment  of  which 
for  all  Germany,  the  moil  fmcere  exertions  have  been  empkiycd  1 
on  the  fide  of  the  deputation. 

The  deputation  ot  the  Empire  are  convinced,  that,  bj  thjiU* 
fwer,  the  definitive  pacification  will  be  confiderab^^ildvMGtd;  ' 
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they  confidently  flatter  themfclvts  then,  that  tne  French  plenipo- 
tentiaries will  accede  to  it.  The  plenipotentiaries  of  iM  depntau 
tron  of  the  Empire  prcfent,  Ele£lors,  Princes,  atfd  States,  le* 
commend  themfelves  for  this  cfkQ,  to  the  Imperial  legation. 


Subftancr  9/  th4  Fdte  9/  Aujlria  in  the  Sitting  9fibi  2otb  SepumUtm 

m 

THE  mod  unhappy  events  of  nine  ages  hare  not  injnred  the 
Germanic  body  fo  much  as  the  ceflions  made  wf fhin  the  laft  nine ' 
months,  on   the  left   bank  of  the'  Rhine,  by  the  deputsltkMi  of  * 
the  Empire.     By  thefe,  France  acquires  a  population  of' ihofe' 
than  two  million  of  fouls,  an  annual  revenue  of 'more  thiii  nine 
millions,  and  the  fined  and  mod  fertile  part  of  Germany,  belidet . 
ttfe  ioeftimable -advantages  offered  by  the  Rhine,  in  k  inilitaiy  and 
commercial  point  of  view.     The  majority  of  the  deputation  has, 
moreover,  confented  to  the  demolition  of  the  foftrefs  6f  Ehien* 
breitflein,  upon  the  conditions  declared  in  the  ConcltfTum  of  the' 
7th  of  AuguU,  and  has  alfo  fhown  a  difpofitiort,  contiify  fo  the* 
adopted  principle  of  the  Thalweg,  to  cede  the  inifK>lrtftnt  ifltnd  6f 
St.  Pierre,  near  the  right  bank  of  the  Rhine.     All  thii  ctearlf 
(hows  that  the  deputation  has  not  continued  in  t  wairefifig^ftate^^ 
and  that  Germany  has  made  many  facrifices*     The  &tegAes  of 
Aullria  therefore  require  that  every  place  on  the  right  biMt  ofthe- 
Khine,  and  every  thing  appertaining  thereto,  fliOiiklreQihilttdtlfed" 
German  Empire.     As  to  the  debts,  they  will  readily  accede- to 
whatever  the  deputation  (hall  further  determine  on  this  fub}^. 
With  refpcci  to  the  emigrants,  they  niuft  remark^  th^t  thole  who- 
abandoned   their  homes^   driven  by  the  diftrefles  of  war,-  at  a 
time  when  the  feparation  or  ceflion  of  thefe  countries  was  nor ' 
thought  of,  have  no  right  to  be  fubje£lcd  to  the  French  !a%rs  on  - 
emigration.     They  alfo  recommend  it  to  the  deputation  to  inter* 
cede  with  the  French  miniitcrs  for  the  unfortunate  inhabitants  of  ^ 
thr  bifhoprics  of  Bade,  Liege,  and  Strafbourgh,  and  all  others 
finilarly  fituated.  > 

Subflance  of  thi  Ncu  of  thi  French  Minijiir$  9/  iht 'j/i  Oll^htr^  in 
jinj'iuer  to  the  Cgnclujum  of  the  Deputaii9n  9/  tbi  Emfln  rf  tbi  • 
2'xd  September. 

THE  French  miniflers  congratulate  the  deputation  6n  its  re- 
turn to  the  true  intered,  to  the  real  and  preifing  want  of  Ger« 
many,  a  peace  with  France.  The  grand  ftepr  taken  for  this 
purpofe  after  the  ceflion  of  the  left  banJk  of  the  Rhine,  is  that  of 
the  ifland  of  St.  Pierre,  and  the  demolition  of  Ehrenbeitdein.  - 
The  moment  is  come  of  determining,  bv  deciCve  a£ls,  the  al- 
ternative of  peace  or  war.     It  v^ould  hot  have  delayed  it  fo  long, 
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if  it  had  confidcrcd  the  influence  of  French  principles  in  cafe  of 
a  rupture.  The  Executive  Direftory  have  ihown  a  condefcend- 
ing  dignity,  and  a  moderation  unexampled,  on  the  part  of  a  vic- 
torious power ;  they  will  fupport  that  charadcr,  by  rc/loring  tht 
territories  of  Kehl  and  Caflel.  This  is  the  price  at  which  the 
deputation  mull  accede  to  the  following  articles: 

1.  The  delimitation  of  the  courfe  of  the  Rhine  and  its  iflands, 
and  the  liberty  of  the  navigation  of  that  river. 

2.  The  fupprelfion  of  the  toll  of  Elsfleth,  upon  the  Wefer,  as 
being  a  rcftraint  on  our  commerce  with  Bremen ;  and  the  con- 
fervation  of  their  political  exiftence  and  conflitutional  independ- 
ence to  the  cities  of  Bremen,  Hamburgh,  and  Franckfort. 

3.  Liberty  to  eftablifli  bridges,  purely  commercial,  on  two 
points  of  the  Rhine. 

4*  The  renunciation  of  every  demand  contrary  to  the  French 
conftitution  in  favour  of  the  immediate  nobility. 

5.  The  article  of  debts  (hall  remain  as  it  is.  But  the  republic 
will  charge  itfelf  with  fuch  of  them  as  are  for  the  particular  ad* 
vantage  of  the  countries  become  French. 

6*  The  laws  on  emigration  (hall  not  be  applicable  to  the  coun- 
tries now  ceded  to  France,  nor  to  Mentz ;  but  they  (hall  be  in 
full  force  in  the  united  countries. 

7.  The  republican  troops  (hall  repafs  to  the  left  bank  of  the 
Rhine,  immediately  after  the  pacification.  Until  then,  they  are 
to  remain  in  their  prefent  polition. 

8.  The  Empire  fliall  confent  to  the  ceflion  of  Frickthal,  and 
of  all  the  places  in  that  country,  and  In  thofe  belonging  to  the 
Italian  republics. 

9.  The  French  republic,  and  thofe  of  Italy,  (hall  renounce, 
on  their  part,  all  pretenfions  to  the  remaining  countries  in  Ger- 
many. They  (hall  treat  feparatcly  on  the  fubjefl  of  the  particu- 
lar engagements  contradled  by  France  with  the  German  Princes 
during  the  war. 

10.  Befides  the  demolition  of  Kehl  and  CafTel,  the  Empire 
mu{l  undertake  not  to  ere6l  any  fort  or  entrenched  camp  at  a  kff 
diftance  than  fix  kilometers,  or  three  thoufand  toifcs,  from  the 
right  bank  of  the  Rhine. 

If  thefe  conditions  (hould  not  be  accepted  without  delay,  the 
conditional  promife  of  reflnring  the  territories  of  Kehl  and  Caf- 
fel  (hall  be  null  and  void.  Such  a  rejedion  would  fhow  the 
Empire  wifhcs  for  war. 

Note  delivered  by  the  PruJJtan  M'lnifter  to  the  French  Legathn* 

THE  underfigned  miniftcr  plenipotentiary  of  his  Majcfty  the 
King  of  PruflTia  has  fecn  with  peculiar  fatisfadion,  from  the  laft 
note  of  the  plenipotentiary  citizens  miniilers  of  the  French  re« 
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public,  that,  induced  by  the  flrong  reafons  urged  by  the  deputa* 
tion  of  the  Empire,  they  have  given  up  their  claim  of  the  tcrri* 
tories  of  Kchl  and  Callcl ;  and  that  they  reftiifted  themfelves^ 
with  feme  modifications,  to  the  boundary  of  the  left  bftnk  of  the 
Rhine.  The  King  cannot  but  exprefs  his  approbation  of  thii 
conccflion  of  the  \r  rench  Diredtory,  which  is  of  fo  much  confe- 
quence  to  the  future  tranquillity  of  Germany  ;  but  in  the  fame 
note  there  arc  objefls  relative  to  which  his.  Majelly  finds  his  juft 
expectations  difappointed.  Of  this  kind,  among  others,  is  the 
circumftancc  that  the  old  courfe  of  the  Rhine,  in  the  middle  of 
the  tracking  or  navigation  way,  (hall  be  ftriftly  held  to  be  the 
boundary  on  each  fide,  by  which  all  the  declarations  contained;ia 
an  official  note  from  his  Majefty's  miniflcr,  of  the  date  of  the 
19th  of  June,  arc  difregarded.  As  fuch  a  claim  mud  militate 
againflthe  wiOicsnnd  intercils  of  his  Majedy,  the  underfigncd  is 
convinced  that  the  miniflers  plenipotentiary  of  the  republic, 
when  they  confider  the  reafons  alleged  in  the  above-mentioned 
Pruffian  note,  will  not  refufe  to  yiela  to  them.  He  grounds  this 
hope  on  the  known  circumflance,  that  the  Rhine  anciently  bore 
the  name  of  the  Waal.  Another  point,  confiderably  conneded 
with  this,  is  the  courfe  of  the  Rhine  oppofite  WefeU  The  un- 
derfigncd has  repeatedly  had  the  honour  to  obferve  to  the  French 
legation,  of  what  importance  it  is  to  the  town  and  fortrefs  of 
Wefel,  that  the  ifle  of  Budcrich,  which  is  formed  by  %  canaf^ 
which  fo  direds  the  courfe  of  the  Rhine  that  it  leaves  the  ifland 
to  the  right,  Ihould  remain  to  the  Empire,  that  the  water-works 
wl.ich  are  necefTary  to  the  exiftence  of  the  town  and  fortrefs  of 
Wefcl  may  be  properly  maintained.  Should  the  full  powers  cf 
the  miniitcrs  of  the  French  republic  not  be  fufficicntly  exteufivc 
for  them  to  accede  to  the  reprefentations  of  the  underiigncd  on 
this  fubjedi,  he  requefls  that  they  will  tranfmit  the  prefent  note 
to  the  Executive  Dircdbry,  accompanied  by  a  favourable  (late- 
ment.  The  love  of  peace  and  humane  difpofitions^  which  ac- 
tuate the  minifters  plenipotentiary  of  the  French  republic,  and 
which  they  have  fo  lately  manifefted,  encourage  the  underfigncd 
in  the  picaling  hope,  that,  to  haften  the  conclufion  of  peace,  they 
v>\\\  not  only  efpoufe  with  zeal  the  reprefentations  relative  to  the 
two  points  above-mentioned  now  fubmitted  to  their  mature  confi- 
deration  \  but  that  they  will  not  rcfnfc  to  admit  further  modifica- 
tions and  concellions,  relative  to  various  other  points  in  their  note, 
of  the  utmod  confequencc  to  the  mod  important  interefts  of  the 
German  nation. 

Rajlactt,  O^t.  8,   1798. 
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jlfiitLr-r  5/  ire  Frnub  Mlni/ler  to  the  Note  of  the  PruffiAH  ATimjhrj 
of  the  Date  of  the  8/6  oj  Otiokry  relative  to  the  Bounelary  on  thi 
i^otucy  Rhine,  and  the  Ifle  of  Buderiih. 

THK  undcrfigiicd  niirnrtcrs  of  the  French  republic   have  re. 
ccivcd  the  notes  ot'  the  Prnllian  plenipotentiary  ot"  the  date  of  the 
i8th  Vendcmiuirc  (Ocl.  9).     They  had  tranfmiltcd  with  the  ut- 
molt  drfpatch  to  their  jiow  rnnicnt  ilie  note  received  from  the  Pruf- 
fian  Icgaiion,  «n  tlic    ift   Mcllidor,  relative  to  the  fame  objefi* 
They  comnuinici^ted  the  vcibal  aiilwer  tiiey  received,  ftating,  that 
the  French  gcAcri.nxni  found  it  in^pollible  to  accede  10  tlie  wilh  of 
kis  Priiflian  Majclty :  t!x  iindcrfigned  cannot,  therefore,  under- 
take to  tranfmit   to  the  Directory  demands,  relative  to  which  it 
has  cxprclTcd  itftlf  fo  explicitly  in  the  negative  ;  wherefore  they 
muft  confider  this  objeft  as  determined.     His  JPrulIian    Majefty 
and  the  minifters  plenipotentiary  arc  too  jiift  to  find  any  thing  in 
the  application  of  an  acknowledged   principle,  to  which  the  re- 
public has  w.adc-fo  great  facrifices,  t!ut  can  weaken  the  good  un-  ' 
dcrdanding  or  friendly  relations,  tiie  maintenance  of  which  be- 
tween the  two  dates  the  Direftory  has  fo  much  at  heart.     The 
minifters   plenipotentiary   of  the    French  republic   exprefs  with 
pleafiire  their  high  coniideration  for  the  minifter  plenipotentiary  ot 
his  Pruflian  Majelly. 

Bonnier. 

Rajladt,  the  22d  rendcmiuire  ■  j£AN  Debry. 

(O^.   13).  '    ROBERJOT. 


Reply  of  the  Prujfian  Legation  to   the  Note  of  the  French  ATinifien 

of  the  lyh  O^i'jber, 

THE  nnderfigncd  minifters  plenipotentiary  of  his  PrufliaA 
Majefty  have  received,  the  13th  or  this  month  (aad  Vendemiaire^ 
the  note  which  the  citizens  minifters  plenipotentiary  of  the  French 
repiiblic  addrclFcd  to  ihein  in  reply  to  that  of  the  8th  of  this 
month. 

The  contents  of  that  reply  have  obliged  the  underHgned  to  the 
following  explanations.  The  citizens  minifters  there  alFure  iheoii 
that  they  have  not  tailed  to  make  known  to  the  members  of  the 
King's  legation,  the  verbal  reply  they  had  received  upon  the  objtd 
of  the  nutt*  ot  the  Prnftian  million  of  the  ift  Mellidor  (19th 
June),  and  the  impollibility  in  which  the  French  governincDt 
were  placed  to  accede  to  the  wilh  of  PiuHia. 

The  undcrligned  kiiow  nothing  of  a  verbal  reply  which  might 
have  been  given  them  by  the  cit;/cnp  minifters  plenipotentiary  of 
tliei  rench  republic,  upon  the  above-mciiiioijcd  note  of  the  rnif- 
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fian  legation.  They  could  not  fuppofe  that  the  indniiatioos^ 
made  to  fome  of  their  members  occafionallyy  and  by  way  of  con« 
verfation  from  individual  to  individual,  could  be  wiflied  to  be  conit- 
dered  as  fuch.  This  niode  of  explanation  has  been  formally  de- 
clared by  the  French  legation  as  not  being  to  be  regarded  as  official^ 
the  French  legation  being  indivifible. 

But  in  cafe  even  that  a  verbal  reply  (hould  have  been  given  tb 
the  underfigned,  refpefting  their  note  of  the  19th  of  June,  they 
could  not  regard  as  peremptory  the  concludons  drawn  by  the  citi- 
zens minifters  plenipotentiary  of  the  republic. 

They  make  known  in  their  note  of  the  13th  of  Oflober  (22d 
VendemiaireJ,  that  they  cannot  take  upon  them  to  reproduce  to 
the  Diredory  demands  upon  which  they  have  declared  themfelves 
in  a  negative  manner,  and  in  a  way  to  make  them  confiderihe 
obje£l  in  qiieftion  3s  terminated. 

The  franknefs  with  which  the  underfigned  have  made  it  a  rule 
to  open  themfelves  upon  every  occafion  to  the  minifters  plenipo- 

^  tentiary  of  a  power  friendly  to  the  King  their  matter,  (hall  dill  in 
this  note  be  the  guide  of  their  conduft.  Faithful  to  this  prin- 
ciple, they  will  not  dilTemble  to  the  minifters  plenipotentiary  of  the 
republic,  that  they  could  not  but  be  much  furprifed  to  find,  in  the 
palTage  before  cited,  expreflions  which  appear  to  them  to  contain 
a  formal  refufal  to  convey  to  the  Direftory  their  note  of  the  8th  of 
this  month,  a  note,  whofe  obje£t  is  not  only  the  article  ftated  in 
an  anterior  note  of  the  19th  of  June,  but  which,  befides,  in- 
cludes other  important  objefts,  to  which  the  King  and  the  Empire 
attach  a  fufBciently  confiderable  intereft  ;  a  note,  in  (hort,  which 
contains  reiterated  moft  amicable  aOTurances  of  his  Majcfty  to- 
wards the  French  republic. 

The  underfigned  are  inclined  to  believe,  that  in  any  cafe  the 
citizens  minifters  of  the  republic  to  the  congrefs  will  not  refufe 
to  convey  to  the  knowledge  of  their  conftituents  the  demands 
which  (hall  be  addrelTed  to  them  on  the  part  of  the  underfigned^ 
who  negotiate  in  the  name  of  the  King  their  maftcr. 

They  obferve  befides,  that  (hould  even  their  demands  appear  to 
the  legation  of  the  republic  to  be  objeAs  terminated,  that  judg- 
ment cannot  be  looked  upon  by  the  underfigned  as  without  appeal. 

^  In  the  courfe  of  all  negotiations,  cafes  prcfent  themfelves,  in 
which,  on  one  fide  or  the  other,  ulterior  difcuflions  are  judged  in- 

[      admiflible.     It  happens,  however,  that,  after  reiterated  reprefent- 

^     ations,  important   modifications,  and  fomctimes  abfolute  renim- 

P      clations,  are  admitted. 

f  '  The  underfigned  will  not  renounce  the  hope  that  the  Executive 
Diredory  of  the  republic  will  find  in  their  juftice  ulterior  cxpla* 
nations  upon  the  objeft  of  the  note  of  the  19th  of  June,  worthy 
of  all  their  attention. 

Vol.  VII.  3S  They 
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They  add  to  this  a  topographical  draught  upon  the  objeft  of 
the  tine  courfe  of  the  Rhine,  with  an  explanatory  note,  which 
will  clearly  make  known  the  fole  principles  to  be  followed  upon 
this  occafion. 

The  ifle  of  Buderich  forms  another  obje£l  of  the  note  of  the 
8ih  inftant.  It  has  not  been  treated  of  in  writing  by  the  undcr- 
figncd,  except  in  that  fame  note.  In  recognifing  the  jullice  of 
the  application  of  the  acknowledged  .principle,  they  cannot  re- 
folve  nevcrthclefs  to  abandon  the  hope  of  a  complete  deference  on 
the  part  of  the  Direftory  to  the  wifli  of  the  King  and  the  whole 
German  Empire,  refpcfling  the  objedl  of  this  ifle.  The  deputa- 
tion of  the  Empire  have  decided  in  a  fimilar  cafe  to  confent  (as  an 
exception  to  an  acknowledged  principle)  to  the  beiBon  of  the  for- 
tified ifle  of  St.  Pierre,  notwithftanding  the  immenfe  facrificcs 
they  had  already  made  to  the  love  of  peace.  Every  thing  thus 
concurs  to  induce  a  hope  beforehand,  that  by  a  juft  return,  and 
confidering  above  all  that  the  ifle  of  St.  Pierre  is  infinitely  of  Icfs 
importance  to  the  exiilcncc  of  Mentz  than  the  ifle  of  Luderich, 
with  its  canal,  to  the  maiiUcnuiicc  of  the  fortrcfs,  and  to  the 
prefervatiop.  of  the  inlinbiiants  of  the  town  of  Wcfcl,  the  Direc- 
tory will  not  helitate  to  leave  this  latter  ifle  in  the  hands  of  the 
King  and  the  Empire,  to  which  befides  there  remains  no  fortrcfs 
on  the  right  bank  for  its  defence,  whilfl  the  poffeifions  of  the  re- 
public on  the  left  are  defended  by  a  triple  chain  of  impregnable 
ibrtrefles.  Under  all  thefe  confideratlons,  the  underfigncd,  with 
the  grcateft  carneflncfs,  renew  their  rcquefls,  that  the  miniftcrs 
plenipotentiary  of  the  republic  will  no  longer  he  fit  ate  once  more 
to  lay  before  the  Directory  all  their  demands,  and  to  that  end, 
that  they  will,  without  delay,  prcferit  to  the  Directory  their  note 
of  the  8th  of  this  month,  as  well  as  the  prcfent  one.  They  flat- 
ter themfclves,  that  the  Dirccf^ory,  agreeing  in  that  refpc£t  with 
the  principles  adopted  by  liis  Pruifian  Majefly  on  every  ncgotil- 
t^ion,  will  never  confcut  that  the  communications  between  the 
plenipotentiaries  o\  PrufTia  and  ihofe  of  the  republic  (hould  be 
obliru^^ed  upon  aiiy  point  of  rcfpective  conferences,  before  ihcy 
are  clelini lively  acknowledged  by  the  two  governments  as  termi* 
iiated.  The  underligncd  repeal  their  aflurancesof  their  high  con- 
fideralion  for  the  citizens  miuK^ers  plenipotentiary  of  the  republic* 

(SigncdJ  GORTt, 

Rnjiadty   Oc'I.  \6y    1798.  JaCOBX. 

DOHM. 


Verhal  Kou  of  bis  Imperial  Alajt/ty  to  the  Afinijlers  Plenip^tentiaij 

cf  the  Trench  Riluhllc. 

THE  negotiation  for  peace  between  the  Empire  and  France  if 
fofar  advancer!,  its  bafis  is  fo  pcrfcdiy  fatisfaftory,  the  dcfirc  on 
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the  part  of  the  Empire  is  fo  completely  demonflratcd  by  the  inva* 
luable  facrihces  it  has  oiade,  that  the  obltacles  ^hich  dill  oppofe 
its  accomplilhment  are  neither  to  be  attributed  to  its  difpofitions  nor 
toitscondudl. 

In  this  (late  of  affairs  one  cannot  but  be  furprifcd  to  fee  the 
Commandant  General  of  the  French  troops  on  the  Rhine  conti- 
nue the  blockade  of  the  forircfs  of  Ehrenbreitftein,  and  the  mi- 
niftcrs  plenipotentiary  of  the  republic  refufean  anfwer  to  the  rei- 
terated remonftrances  which  have  been  made  to  them  relative  to 
the  fufpenfion  of  thofe  menaces,  which  are  not  only  contrary  to 
the  armillice,  and  the  conventions  which  have  followed  it,  but 
which  are  befides  abiblutely  ufelefs,  and  without  any  objcdt,  ex- 
cept that  indeed  which  cannot  be  fuppofed,  that  the  French  go- 
vernment has  determined  to  alter  the  (late  of  pofTeflion  in  the 
midd  of  the  negotiations,  and  that  too  after  having  received  on  the 
part  of  the  Empire  every  proof  imaginable  of  the  good  faith 
with  which  it  has  invariably  diredled  them  towards  their  conclu- 
fion. 

If  the  republic  refufes  to  evacuate  the  right  bank  of  the  Rhine, 
upon  the  principle  of  preferving  its  advantages  until  tiie  figning  o(F 
peace  ;  if,  even  after  having  confented  to  them,  it  continues  to 
keep  pofTefTion  of  the  forts  of  Kehl  and  Czdkl,  the  fame  principle 
ought  to  prefervc  the  fort  of  Ehrenbreitftein  to  the  Empire  until 
the  fame  period,  and  ought  alfo  to  guarantee  the  execution  of  thofe 
conventions,  made  folely  to  preferve  the  polFeflion  of  it  without 
interruption  during  the  whole  courfe  of  the  negotiations* 

The  minider  plenipotentiary  of  his  Majefty  the  Emperor  would 
willingly  perfuade  himfelf  that  any  other  mode  of  proceeding 
cannot  enter  into  the  views  of  the  French  republic;  and  that  it 
would  be  equally  repugnant  to  the  character  of  its  minifters, 
charged  on  every  occafion  to  give  alTurances  of  its  loyalty  and  up- 
righincfs.  In  fadl,  nothing  can  more  effeSually  tend  to  deftroy 
that  confidence,  without  which  the  negotiations  can  never  attain 
their  obje(5l,  peace  be  concluded,  or,  it  attained,  become  perma* 
nent. 

He  therefore  requires  the  miniflers  plenipotentiary  of  the  French 
republic  to  explain  thcmfelves  upon  this  fubjed,  and  in  fuch  a 
manner  as  to  anfwer  to  thofe  proofs,  as  multiplied  as  evident^ 
which  the  Empire  has  not  ccafed  to  give  of  its  franknefs  and  in- 
conicftablc  dci'ire  toinfpire  confidence,  and  to  obtain  peace,  even 
at  the  price  of  the  grcatcfl  facrifices. 

Fraw^ois  George  Charles, 
Count  de  Metternich  Winncbourg  Beilftein* 
Rajaclt,   OJI.  14,    1798. 


3  S  2  Jhfiral^ 
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jihjlraff  of  a  Convtrfation  which  took  plaa  between  the  Afinih 
ter  Plenipotentiary  of  the  Emperor  and  thofe  of  the  Fr^tub  Repub* 
lir,  refpe^ling  the  Objcil  of  the  l^crbal  Note. 

AFTER  having  explained  to  the  ininifters  plenipotentiary  of 
the  French  republic  the  points  contained  in  the  verbal  note  which 
the  Count  de  Metteroich  had  juft  read,  the  ininiAer  Bonnier  ad« 
drefTed  himfelf,  and  obferved,  that  they,  the  minifters  plenipo- 
tentiary of  the  French  republic^  expe£lcd,  in  the  iirft  place,  the 
official  anfwer  of  the  deputation,  according  to  the  eftablifhcd 
cuftom.  The  Count  de  Mettcrnich  eafily  perceived,  that  the 
miniilcr  Bonnier  vviflied  by  this  means  to  avoid  a  detailed  difcuf- 
fion  upon  the  principal  objedl  of  the  conference.  He  further 
thought  that  this  anfwer  of  the  tniniAer  Bonnier  tended  to  dcflroy 
the  principle  which  gave  the  minifler  plenipotentiary  of  the  Em- 
peror the  power  of  concluding  the  negotiations  with  refpeA  to 
thofe  objefls,  the  bafis  of  which  had  been  confidered  by  the  depu- 
tation, and  fanfiioned  by  him.  It  was  important  to  eftablifh  this 
inconteftable  right  in  the  minifler  plenipotentiary,  and  not  to 
have  it  fuppofed  by  the  minifler  of  the  republic  that  fuch  a  pro* 
ceeding  could  be  di£lated  by  fecondary  views.  The  Count  de 
Metternich  then  obferved  to  the  minifler  Bonnier,  that  all  he  had 
liad  the  honour  of  prefenting  on  this  fubjedl  was  the  refult  of 
thofe  principles  and  bafes  which  had  been  adopted,  though  they 
had  not  been  fo  detailed  in  the  preceding  notes  ;  that  furthermore, 
the  minifler  plenipotentiary  of  the  Empire  did  not  wifh  to  dif* 
guife  the  real  (late  of  affairs  ;  and  that  he  would  not  fail  to  inform 
the  deputation  of  the  refult  of  the  conference,  referving  alfo  to 
hSmfelf  to  tranfmit  to  the  miniflers  plenipotentiary  of  the  repub- 
lic an  official  note  in  the  courfe  of  the  week.  The  minifler  mn- 
nier  replied,  by  obferving,  that  the  demand  of  the  Count  de  Met' 
ternich  could  only  proceed  from  a  convidion  that  the  deputation 
had  only  to  accelerate  the  conclufion  of  peace,  and  that  then  the 
objefi  relative  to  Ehrenbreitflcin  would  be  accomplilhed,  The 
Count  de  Metternich  replied,  that  this  obfervation  was  unan- 
fwerablc;  but  that  his  obje£l  for  the  moment  was  to  eftablifh  the 
principle  which  declared  that  xhtjiatus  quo^  and  the  aQual  pof- 
feflion,  fliQuId  not  be  altered  ;  that  France  had  cautioufly  ftipa- 
latcd  for  the  pofTeffion  of  the  forts  of  Kehl  and  CafTel,  until  the 
conchifion  of  peace;  and  therefore  that  the  Germanic  Empire 
could  not  renounce  the  fortrefs  of  Ehrenbreitflein  as  a  fortrefs 
upon  the  principle  of  pcrfcdl  reciprocity  ;  that,  bcfides,  he  did 
not  argue  for  new  flipulations,  but  only  propofed  to  carry  into 
complete  cxcLtition  the  convention  concluded  between  the  respec- 
tive generals  at  the  nrmifticc  ;  and  that  the  cfTeO  of  fuch  conven- 
tion was,  that  there  (houUl  be  noobflacle  to  the  refloration  of  Eh- 
yiiibreitilcin  ^  that  the  French  government  would  a£l  contrary  to 
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the  principles  of  juflice  and  equity,  if  they  oppoTed  the  reftom* 
tiiin  of  that  place  at  the  certain  profpedof  conciliation,  and  at  a 
time  when  the  negotiations  were  near  a  concluflon.  The  minif- 
ter  Bonnier  replied,  that  the  (late  of  things  wasexa£lly  what  the 
Count  de  Metternich  required,  inafnnuch  as  the  republic  was  ia 
poffeirion  of  the  forts  of  Kehl  and  Caflel,  and  Germany  of  Ehren- 
breitflein  ;  therefore,  that  they  were  upon  an  equal  footing.  To 
this  Grange  obfer  vat  ion  it  was  replied,  that  certainly  fuch  was  the 
ftateof  things  at  the  time;  but  was  it  to  be  fuppofcd  that  a  place, 
after  having  been  vigoroufly  maintained  from  the  commencement 
of  the  war,  would  nccefTarily  furrender  at  the  end  of  it,  cfpe- 
cially  when  the  means  of  repairing  it  were  confidered  ?  that  the 
proportion  they  had  made  was  inapplicable  to  the  prefent  time, 
but  was  referable  to  a  future  period  ;  and  that  it  was  important  to 
giyeefFcdl  to  a  principle,  the  judice,  equity,  and  pcrfeQ  recipro- 
city of  which  had  been  demondratcd  by  evidence.  Citizen  Bon- 
nier added,  that  the  Empire  fhould  make  peace,  and  then  the 
bafis  agreed  upon  would  be  fully  executed  ;  that  the  French  go- 
vernment would  furni(h  proofs  of  its  good  intentions,  and  of  the 
loyalty  of  its  conduct ;  that  orders  were  given  for  the  retrograde 
march  of  the  French  troops  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Rhine  ;  that 
every  (lep  wqnld  bo  taken  to  reflore  comfort  to  the  country  ;  and 
that  all  depended  on  the  refloration  of  peace.  He  concludes  by 
faying,  that  the  republic  had  made  great  facrifices  to  attain  this 
objed,  btit  that  it  was  neceflary  to  maintain  its  dignity  and  politic 
cal  confcqucnce,  principles  from  which  it  never  departed. 

The  Count  de  Metternich  replied,  that  the  fame  principle  was 
common  to  all  governments  \  and  he  could  not  avoid  frankly  ob- 
fervine,  that  it  was  particularly  upon  the  faith  of  treaties  and 
conventions  that  the  political  confequencc  of  a  government  de- 
pended ;  and  it  was  upon  this  confideration  he  claimed  the  refto- 
ration  of  Ehrcnbreirftein. 

The  miniftcr  Bonnier  then  warmly  infifled  upon  all  he  had  ad- 
vanced, giving  reiterated  affurances  of  the  pacific  intentions  of 
the  French  government,  and  exprefTmg  his  wifhes  that  the  firft 
anfv\er  of  the  deputation  fhould  tend  to  the  definitive  attainment 
of  peace,  without  entering  into  difcuflions  of  too  extenfive  a  na- 
ture, the  French  government  being  already  fatigued,  and  not 
wifhine  to  make  new  concelTions.  rie  further  defired  that  the 
period  ihould  be  ftated  when  an  anfwer  might  beexpe£led. 

Citizens  Jean  Debry  and  Roberjot  from  time  to  time  took  part 
in  this  convcrfation,  but  merely  to  fupport  the  aflertions  and  an- 
fwcrs  of  their  colleague  Bonnier.  Count  Metternich  put  an  end 
to  the  converfation,  by  faying  that  he  flattered  himfelf  he  (hould 
in  a  few  days  have  it  in  his  power  to  tranfmit  them  the  refultof 
the  lateft  deliberations  of  the  deputation  of  the  Empire^  in  which, 

doubtlefSf 
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Joubtlcff,  the  objcfls  relative  to  EhTcnbrcltflcin  would  be  fully 
dirtailed.      ^  . 

JRafladt,  OeU  14,    1798. 


Suhjlance  of  the  Vote  of  Aufiria  in  the  Sitting  of  the  Deputation  of 

the  Empire  of  the  i  ith  of  Ociober. 

A  SINCERE  love  of  peace  makes  it  impoflible  to  forbear  re- 
marking thai  it  was  much  to  be  wiftied  that,  in  a  diplomatic  and 
official  act  that  ought  to  accelerate  peace,  and  tend;  in  all  proba* 
biHty,  towards  its  concliifion,  there  fiiould  nothing  have  appeared 
to  l>etray  even  the  appearance  of  a  menace  of  introducing  French 
principles  ;  an  attempt  which  is  contrary  to  particular  declara- 
tions that  have  hitherto  been  made,  and  in  which  was  manifeflcJ 
a  determination  tu  fleer  clear  of  any  fuch  defign. 

This  very  threat  already  (lamps  a  charader  on  the  thing  ttfelf, 
and  it  ought  to  excite  the  attention  of  every  Aate^  and  confe- 
cjuently  compel  them  to  adopt  correfponding  meafures.  The 
French  conlHturion  itfelf  ordains  refpedl  to  the  forms  of  govern- 
mcnt  that  dilFer  from  its  own  ;  and  menaces  ferve  only  to  propa- 
g;ite  eternal  feeds  of  diftruil.  The  happinefs  of  the  people  in 
and  under  every  government,  is  the  firft  law;  and  in  a  flatc 
where  they  maintain  their  authority,  where  juttice  admits  no  dif- 
tinflion  of  ranks,  of  dignities,  or  of  fortune,  the  people  may 
enjoy  a  durable  welfare  and  a  genuine  liberty,  which  can  leave  no 
other  defirc  imgratificd. 

There  is  alfo  too  much  confidence  repofed  in  the  French  go- 
vernment, to  permit  the  poflibility  of  imagining  that  it  fhould  en* 
tertain  the  defign  of  giving  further  diflurbance  on  that  fcorc  to 
the  tranquillity  of  Cjermany,  or  of  retarding  the  coming  and  near 
approaching  hope  of  peace. 

Such  a  threat  would  alfo  infinuate  that  advantage  might  be 
taken  and  ailed  on,  of  the  declaration  of  nations  who  find  them- 
it-lves  placed  under  a  mild  government,  who  labour  under  do  vio- 
lence, or  who  may  themfelves  be  forced  to  accept  a  form  of  go- 
vernment, though  the  voice  of  the  people  exifts  Jn  every  ftate, 
and  though  it  be  properly  what  is  called  the  will  of  the  public. 


F.Ajljnce   of    the  Cofulnfum   of   the    Deputation  of  the    Empire^ 

i^thofOefober. 

THE  deputation  of  the  Empire  rcfolve,  that  the  following  an- 
TwiT  ihall  be  returned,  in  conjunflinn  with  the  Imperial  minifter 
pi  ".ipotentiary,  to  the  note  of  the  French  legation  of  the  3d  of 

Oct(  ber. 

The 
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The  renunciation  of  the  territories  of  Kehl  2nd  CaiTeli  which 
the  French  plenipotentiaries  have  pledged  in  their  note  of  the  3d 
of  Oiflobcr,  the  deputation  of  the  Empire  confider  as  the  moft 
agreeable  proof  that  the  French  government  fcrioufly  intends  to 
meet  the  dciirc  fo  often  manifefted  by  the  deputation,  of  a  fpeedjf 
conclufion  of  peace.  They  therefore  lofe  not  a  moment  in  ac- 
cepting with  plcafure  this  renunciation,  fo  long  wifhed,  of  all 
fortified  places  and  points  of  conta<^  on  the  right  bank  of  the 
Rhine,  and  they  haOen  to  communicate  to  the  French  plenipoten- 
tiaries in  a  detailed  note,  obfervations  on  every  point  in  their 
note,  in  the  firm  hope,  that  although  they  differ  in  fomc  rcfpe<3s 
from  the  propofcd  determinations,  yet  the  new  explanations  with 
which  iliis  agrccm.cnt  is  fupported,  will  betaken  into  proper  con- 
iidcration  by  the  French  minifters,  in  order  to  facilitate  the  great 
ubjc<5l  of  abfolute  conciliation. 

I .  With  regard  to  tlic  barrier  of  the  Rhine,  it  has  always  been 
underftood  that  the  I'hahveg  would  every  where  form  the  boun- 
daries of  the  I  wo  ftatcs,  and  that  by  the  Thalweg  was  to  be  un- 
deritood  the  middle  of  the  principal  and  navigable  courfe  of  the 
Rhine.  At  the  fame  time,  as  by  this  divifion  the  PrufHan  ifland 
of  Budcrlch,  fitnatcd  near  Wefel,  on  the  Lower  Rhine,  would 
belong  to  France,  the  court  of  Prnffia  has  fcveral  times  formally 
infifted  on  retaining:  DofTefHon  of  this  ifland,  which  contribtites 
to  thefafrty  of  ihcv^iiy  and  fortrefs  of  Wcfcl,  the  deputation  eo* 
tcrtain  hopes  that  the  French  government  will  accede  to  the  dc- 
firc  of  Frii'.Iia,  which  coincides  fo  clofely  with  the  intereft  of  the 
Empire,  .idJ  (hat  it  will  allow  this  ifland  to  remain  attached  to 
the  Cj(  in'iai    ^^-art. 

With  r'Liard  to  tI.c  iilands  in  the  Rliinc,  it  has  already  been 
agreed  in  not';s  cx<  hanged,  that  the  ifTands  on  the  right  lidc  of  the 
Tlialwcj  ninnlJ  ht  ionj.^  lo  tl.e  Kmpire  ;  thofc  on  the  left  fide  V^ 
th<'  French  re[)ub!;  .  Siibrcqucniry  likewifc,  the  particular  de- 
mand mjnk'  ir,  the  fVcnch  note  of  the  J9th  July,  that  the  changes 
which  mii;htt:\A^-  pliu'-  in  ihe  1  hahveg  Ihould  occafion  no  change 
in  the  rights  ot  (.jvcroigniy  over  the  iilands,  has  alfo  been  ac- 
ceded to.  It  hai  !)ccn  agreed  that  they  (hall  continue  according 
tt>  their  prefcnt  divifion  of  French  and  German,  even  although 
ihey  Ihould  happen  to  be  thrown  upon  the  other  fide  of  the  Thai-. 
ucg.  The  ni!ni:lrrs  plenipotentiary  of  the  French  republic,  in 
dcclarinc^  in  th^ir  lad  note  that  the  French  republic  would  never 
C<:dc3nv  polFcilion  to  the  Empire,  or  any  of  its  members,  on  the 
iM't  fide  (;f  th(*  Ihalweg,  probably  did  not  intend  to  recur  to 
what  had  prr vionlly  been  decided  ;  and  the  import  of  this  decla- 
ration d'jnbrlcls  alhiHr*;  only  to  the  courfe  of  the  Rhine  from  IIm- 
iJJngncn  lu  the  grind  bailiwick  palatine  of  Guermerfhcim,  where 
tiic  Rhine  had  prcvioufly  formed  the  boundary  between  Germany 
*^*d  France,  and  where  the  reciprocal  rcfervc  has  been  made  of 
1  France 
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France  retaining  the  iOands  on  the  right  of  the  Thalweg,  which  af 
prefent  belong  to  her.  But  as  the  adual  cellion  of  the  left  part 
of  the  Thalweg  to  the  French  republic  properly  begins  near  the 
grand  bailiwick  of  Guermerfheim,  as  the  hrft  point  of  the  con- 
quered country  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Rhine,  and  not  at  the  point 
vrhere  Germany  was  previoully  contiguous  to  France,  the  French 
government  will  furely  make  no  difficulty  in  leaving  things  in  the 
ftate  in  which  they  (land  at  prefent  by  the  treaties  and  conventions 
relative  to  this  part  of  the  Rhine  and  its  iflands,  and  particularly 
to  maintain  the  communes  on  the  right  fide  which  ponTefled  any  of 
thefe  ifles  on  the  left  fide,  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  them,  without 
iuterrupting  their  taking  fuch  wood  as  might  be  necefTary  to  fup- 
port  the  bank. 

Concerning  the  free  navigation  of  the  Rhine,  the  deputation 
had  already  more  than  once  manifefted  their  confent,  by  agreeing 
that  it  (liould  be  free  to  both  nations.  This  confent  was  at  the 
fame  time  accompanied  with  a  wifh  that  an  arrangement  fliould 
be  made  jointly  with  Holland,  to  fecure  the  navigation  of  the 
Rhine  to  its  month  ;  but  the  French  minifters  plenipotentiary 
have  lately  declared,  that  they  could  not  at  prefent  accede  to  this 
Hcfire  of  the  deputation.  As  fuch  an  arrangement  with  Holland 
Avould  be  of  great  importance  to  the  Empire  in  a  commercial 
view,  the  fuppreffion  ot  the  tolls  impofed  by  the  Batavian  republic 
may  be  produ£live  alfo  of  fome  advantage,  at  lead  till  the  Ger- 
manic Empire,  in  the  interval  of  the  time  fixed  for  the  fuppreflion 
of  the  tolls  on  the  Rhine,  (hall  have  agreed  with  the  Batavian  re- 
public upon  fome  plan  for  a  Jimilar  fuppreflion  of  the  tolls  on  the 
Rhine. 

On  the  fubjcil  of  the  road  ufed  in  towing  veflels,  the  deputation 
may  confent  to  the  fuppreflion  of  this  addition  propofed,  according 
to  what  neceflity  and  the  cafe  may  require,  cfpecially  as  the  road 
ufcd  for  this  purpofe  is  at  prefent  as  wide  as  it  ufed  to  be. 

The  confent  given  on  the  fubjeft  of  the  tranfportation  of  mate- 
rials from  the  left  b;infc  to  the  right,  cannot  apply  to  the  keeping 
up  of  the  road  for  towing,  but  to  the  fupport  ot  the  bank  ;  and  it 
is  hoped  that  the  internal  arrangements  of  the  republic  will  not 
prohibit  thefe  materials  from  being  obtained  for  fo  ufeful  and  pub- 
lic a  purpfife. 

It  is  agreed  that  the  fuppreflion  of  the  tolls  of  paflage  of  the 
Rhine  fliall  be  ftipulatcd  in  the  treaty  of  peace.  It  is  only  de- 
fircd,  that  inftrnc!  of  fix  months,  a  period  loo  (hort  for  any  new 
cftabliflimcnt,  there  fliould  be  fixed,  at  leaf t  for  the  accompli (h- 
mcnt  of  this  fuppreflion,  the  term  of  a  year  after  the  exchange  of 
the  ratification  of  a  treaty  of  peace* 

2.  The  Frtnrh  minifters  plenipotentiary  have,  for  the  firft 
time,  dcmaiidcd  in  tlu*ir  note  that  the  toll  of  Elsflcth,  on  the 
Wefer,  Jhall  be  fnpprellcd  in  favour  of  the  French  republic.     As 
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this  toll  belongs  to^the  Counts,  now  Dukes  of  Oldenburgh,  Con* 
firmed  to  them  by  the  loth  article  of  the  treaty  of  Munfter,  is  fitu- 
ated  in  a  part  of  Germany  not  occupied  ;  and  as  the  deputation  of 
the  Empire  can  decide  nothing  on  this  point,  it  is  left  to  the  French 
republic  to  make  an  arrangement  with  the  houfe  of  Holftein  Ol- 
denburgh. 

The  French  minifters  plenipotentiary  have  at  the  fame  time  in« 
terpofcd  to  prefeve  the  conftitutional  exiftence  of  the  Imperial 
cities  of  Hamburgh,  Bremen,  and  Frankfort.  The  prefervation 
of  thefe  cities,  and  all  other  Imperial  cities,  is  of  the  greateft  con- 
fequence  to  the  Empire  in  the  way  of  its  commerce.  AH  tho 
free  Imperial  cities,  which  form  the  third  body  of  the  Germanic 
union,  are,  in  virtue  of  the  conftitutional  connexion,  under  tho 
prote£tion  of  the  laws  with  regard  to  their  ancient  conftitutions. 
The  deputation  of  the  Empire  confiders  it  as  one  of  their  firft  du- 
ties, as  much  as  lies  in  their  power,  to  watch  over  the  prefervation 
of  the  dates  of  the  Empire  and  the  Germanic  body  ;  and  to  com- 
prehend, in  the  expreflion  of  the  wifhes  of  the  French  minifters^ 
all  the  Rates  of  the  Empire  and  thofe  dependent  on  it. 

3d.  On  the  fubjeA  of  commercial  bridges  it  is  agreed,  that 
thofe  which  have  hitherto  exifted  on  the  Rhine,  ihall  continue  to 
be  re-eftabliihcd  and  fupported  at  the  charge  of  thofe  at  whofe 
expenfc  they  have  always  been  upheld.  With  regard  to  thofe 
bridges  which  from  this  moment  only  ihall  become  common,  fuch 
as  thofe  between  Mentz  and  CaflTel,  each  bank  (hall  be  obliged  ta 
maintain  that  which  is  fituated  on  their  fide  of  the  Thalweg  of  the 
Rhine.  With  regard  to  the  commercial  bridges,  which  in  future 
may  be  conftrudcil  according  to  an  arrangement  mutually  to  be 
made  between  the  oppofite  banks,  it  is  impodible  generally  be- 
forehand to  give  the  confent  of  the  Empire  neceflary  for  thisob- 
jcA,  which  muit  ever  be  regulated  by  advantage  and  neceflity. 

4th.  The  propoiition  of  the  French  minifters,  that  the  depend- 
encies of  cccldiailical  cftabliftiments  fituated  on  the  left  bank^ 
ihall  belong  to  the  Empire,  is  agreed  to ;  and  this  difpofition  is 
tinderflood  to  extend  to  all  pious  foundations,  and  particularly  to 
hofpitals,  charitable  eilabliihmcnts,  univerfities,  and  fchools,  under 
refervation  of  the  particular  arrangements  and  treaties  cxiiUng,  or 
which  may  be  made  on  this  fubjed.  The  deputation  are  con- 
vinced, that  by  thcfe  means  the  difficulties  wiih  which  every  other 
mode  would  be  attended  will  he  entirely  removed.  At  the  fame 
time,  however,  in  order  to  adhere  to  the  principle  which  has  beea 
adopted  in  its  iitmod  extent,  the  moveables  of  all  thefe  corpora- 
tions (hall  belong  to  the  banks  of  the  Rhine  on  which  they  are  at 
prcfcnt  placcii ;  and  the  adtive  hofpitals,  which  are  at  prefcnt  de- 
pendencies of  them,  fliali  belong  to  the  bank  to  the  ufe  of  which 
they  are  ^jpplied,  and  where  th.e  creditor  has  at  prefent  his  fixed 
refidence. 
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With  regard  to  the  demand,  that  the  flate  of  the  Empire  in  the 
countries  where  thcfc  dependencies  cxift,  fhall  have  a  preference  in 
the  acquidtion  of  them,  the  deputation  will  make  no  remark  on 
the  fiibjcdl.     It  is  evident,  however,  that  a  Rate  of  the  Empire 
cannot  gratuitoufly  appropriate  thefe  cifeds,  and  that  all  the  pro- 
perty, revenue,  or  capital  of  ccclefiadical  or  lay  foundations  on  the 
left  bank  (which>  according  to  the  conUitution  of  the  country,  or 
becaufc  they  have  been  dedined  to  the  general  advantage,  cannot 
be  tranrportcd  to  the  right  bank),  (hall  be  applied  to  other  oecef- 
fary  purpofes,  and  particularly  to  form  a  juil  indemnification  for 
the  pious  edabliihmcnts  on  the  rights  which  proportionably  would 
lofc  too  much  of  thefe  revenues  on  the  left  bank,  as  well  as  to 
particular  compenfations,  and  (hall  for  this  purpofe  be  confolidatcd 
into  a  mafs»     Only  it  would  he  juil  and  rcafonable  to  make  an 
exception  with  regard  to  ellabliihments  in  favour  of  widows  and 
orphans  ;  and  the  French  government  of  itfelf  has  refolved  to  take 
away  nothing  from  ihofe  inilitiitions,  but  to  fccure  them  their  re- 
venues and  other  property,  and  accordingly  to  decree,  that  e(labli(h- 
ments  of  this  kind,  which  exift  in  the  countries  ceded^  (hall  be 
kept  up  in  favuiir  of  ihofc  who  derive  benefit  from  them  \  that 
with  regard  to  thofc  which  are  in  the  countries  which  (hall  not  be 
transferred  to  the  Prench  republic,  their  funds  and  capitals  (hall 
be  divided  among  the  fliarcrs  in  proportion  to  their  number. 

They  confider  it  one  of  their  moll  facred  duties  to  exert  every 
endeavour  in  favour  of  fo  many  Germans,  to  whom  in  gene- 
ral nothing  can  be  objeflcd  but  their  iledfail  adherence  to  their 
former  government  and  fovereigns.  This  can  the  lefs  be  obje£)ed 
to  Germany  as  a  crime,  fincc  they  feel  the  value  of  that  govern- 
ment too  well,  to  be  eafily  captivated  by  new  political  inftuutions. 
Th'j  deputation,  thcretore,  flatter  thcmfclves,  that  the  principle 
of  general  inapplicability  of  the  laws  relative  to  emigration  will 
be  recognifed  by  the  French  as  far  as  Germany  may  be  concerned' 
8th.  It  is  required  that  the  French  republic  (hall  entirely  with- 
draw all  her  troops  from  the  right  bank  of  the  Rhine,  reliorethc 
conditiitions,  and  perform  without  delay  the  convention  refpeAing 
the  reviiHiialling  of  the  forlrefs  of  Ehrenbrcitftein. 

n:h.  The  deputation  are  ready,  in  the  further  concluHon  of  peace, 
to  renounce  all  ri^lits  and  claims  which  the  Enopire  may  have  on 
the  territories  which  may  then  be  ceded  to  France,  and  like  wife  to 
extend  this  renunciation  to  Savoy  and  the  late  Auftrian  Nether- 
lands, which,  by  the  treaty  with  the  King  of  Sardinia  and  of 
Campo  I'ormio,  arc  to  be  givcfi  up  jo  France.  With  regard  to 
she  Filekthal,  they  nuill  refer  themfelyes  to  their  former  explana- 
;ion  i(  tl;c  icth  of  Augult.  Previous  to  any  thing  of  this  kind, 
liowevcr,  it  is  nccclfary  that  the  French  government  (hould  come 
iv  lou.c  arrangement  with  the  houfe  of  Audria,  to  which  the  Em- 
j'in.:  vviil  not  lefijfc  its  concurrence.     The  deputies   are    readf 
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likrwife  to  give  up  their  titles  and  pretenfions  to  thofe  Italian  ter- 
ritories which,  by  the  treaty  of  Campo  Formio,  belong  to  the  Cif- 
aJpine  republic. 

To  the  loth  article  it  is  replied,  that  it  had  already  been  agreed 
that  the  tortrefles  of  Kchl  and  Caflel  (hould  be  difniaiitlcd,  and  the 
deputation  would  give  likewife  the  further  aflurance,  that  on  the 
fcite  of  thefe  places,  and  within  the  diftance  of  3000  toifes  from 
the  right  bank  of  the  Rhiae,  no  fortification  (hall  be  ere£led.— - 
Several  details  of  compenfation  which  this  article  will  occaHont 
to  be  fettled  on  the  final  conclufion  of  peace.  The  deputation 
conclude  with  the  aifurance  that  they  will  exert  every  endeavour 
to  attain  a  fpecdy  and  honourable  peace,  and  that  they  will  give 
no  well-grounded  caufe  for  the  rupture  of  the  negotiation. 


Decree  of  the  Imperial  Commiffion  to  the  Deputation  of  the  Empire, 

Oihber  17, 

THE  Imperial  commifllon,  alTeflbrs  to  the  deputation  of  the 
Etnpire,  approve  the  conclufum  of  the  15th,  adopted  by  the  depu* 
tation  of  the  Empire  in  anfwer  to  the  French  note  of  the  3d.— 
The  commiffion  fee  with  real  picafure  that,  among  other  things^  it 
contains  the  new  demand  made  refpeding  the  revidualling  of 
the  fortrefs  of  Ehrenbreitftcin,  agreeably  to  exifting  conventions  ; 
and  in  conformity  with  the  conclufum,  they  this  day  tranfmitted 
the  counter  note,  a  copy  of  which  is  annexed,  to  the  French  mi- 
niftcrs  plenipotentiary. 

The  com  mi  (lion  likewife  communicate  fome  obfcrvations  which 
fo  intimately  concern  the  pofition  of  the  fortrefs  of  Ehrenbreitftcin, 
that  they  cannot  fail  to  produce  an  immediate  effefl  on  the  cxten* 
Con  which  it  may  be  ncceiTary  to  give  to  the  faid  conclufum  on 
this  point. 

Afloniihed  at  the  abfolute  filencc  which  the  minifters  plenipo- 
tentiary of  the  French  republic  have  obfcrved  in  their  two  laJl 
notes  on  the  fubjed  of  the  demands  made  with  regard  to  the  re- 
eftablifhment  of  the  fortrefs  of  Ehrenbreitflein  agreeably  to  exift- 
ing conventions  ;  convinced  of  the  neceffity  of  obtaining  an  ex- 
planation of  the  rcafons  of  that  filence  ;  the  Imperial  commiflion 
thought  ihemfclvcs  bound  to  hold  a  conference  with  the  French 
■itntfterson  the  fnbjedlon  the  14th,  and,  if  poilibie,  to  obtain  com* 
plete  fatisfadlion. 

In  order  that  the  deputation  of  the  Empire  may  have  a  perfeft 
knowledge  of  the  application  addreflfed  to  the  above  minilters  on 
this  point,  in  order  to  fccure  it  from  every  falfe  interpretation, 
and  in  order  that  the  reply  of  the  French  plenipotentiaries  fhould 
be  equally  accurate,  the  application  was  made  in  the  form  of  a 
verbal  note,  the  copy  of  which  is  annexed,  and  to  lay  it  down  as 
the  bafiS  of  the  coixvcrfatiop  which  took  place. 
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The  outline,  the  copy  of  which  is  likewlfe  annexed,  will  flioir 
the  refult  of  that  converfation. 

The  deputation  of  the  Empire  will  then  fee  what  diftinAion  the 
French  plenipotentiaries  wi(hed  to  eftablifli  between  that  aA  of 
the  Imperial  commiflion  on  the  one  part,  and  the  conftrudicm  hi- 
therto put  on  the  condu£l  of  the  deputation  of  the  Empire  on  the 
other  part.  This  can  only  have  arifen  from  their  feeing  in  the 
faid  note  irrefragable  reafons,  and  the  prefltng  demand  for  a  pofi-* 
tive  anfwer,  which  probably  they  conceived  that  they  had  never 
difcovered  in  the  notes  hitherto  given  in.  But  the  prefent  (late  of 
the  objed,  as  well  as  of  the  negotiation  in  general,  has  at  length 
rendered  both  neceflary. 

The  more  the  deputation  of  the  Empire  confider  the  connexion 
of  things,  the  more  they  will  recognife  the  neceflity  of  preventing 
allegations  and  doubts  to  which  they  do  not  really  wiih  to  give  rife, 
which  arejforcign  from  the  nature  of  their  own  decifions,  and  which 
ought  not  therefore  to  have  been  formed.  As  from  this  moment 
it  depends  entirely  on  the  deputation  to  manifeft  how  nearly  it 
concerns  the  Empire  and  themfelves,  that  during  the  negotiations 
the  (late  of  poifefrion  (hould  not  be  interrupted  in  a  point  fiogu- 
larly  eiTential,  by  the  continuation  of  aAs  contrary  to  treaties,  and 
to  the  manifell  prejudice  of  the  Empire,  the  Imperial  commiffion 
particularly  refer  this  important  object  to  the  mature  deliberation 
and  dccifion  of  the  deputation. 

F.  G.  C  Count  de  Msttkrnich 

WiNNEBOURG  BeILSTSIK. 
jRaJiadt^  Ofi.  17,  1798. 

Hou  fent  the  i()th  of   OHober  by  ib$   Pruffian  Ligatioii  H  tk 

Deputation  of  ih$  Empire. 

THE  unddrdgned  miniders  plenipotentiary  of  his  Fniflian 
Majefty  have  not  been  able  to  Idarn,  without  feeling  a  lively  fbfi- 
citude,  that  the  Imperial  minifter  plenipotentiary  has  been  cAKged 
to  interfere  in  the  moft  energetic  manner  with  the  minifters'ploii- 
potcntiary  of  the  French  republic,  both  by  a  verbal  note  and 
private  conference,  relative  to  the  final  raifing  of  the  blockade  of 
the  fortrefs  of  Ehrenbreitftein ;  that,  according  to  the  fumnmj  A 
this  difcuurfe,  tranfmittcd  by  the  Imperial  minifter^  the  hope  of 
fuccefs  is  not  yet  as  fecure  as  might  be  expeAed,  from  fhe  itafoAi 
of  right  and  equity,  fo  manifeft  and  plain,  that  have 'been  urgdd; 
and  that  therefore  the  deputation  of  the  Empire  have  dtfeOied  it 
their  duty  to  refume  the  confideration  of  this  lubjeA  in  the  fittiAg 
which  they  held  this  day. 

The  underfigned  are  convinced  that  the  deputation  of  die  Em- 
pi  re,  penetrated  with  a  fcnfe  of  the  great  importance  of  prefernilgt 
until  the  end  of  the  negotiations^  this  poA.  fo  honourably  main* 
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rained,  will  renew,  conjointly  with  the  Imperial  minifler  plenipo- 
tcntiary,  in  the  moft  energetic  nxanner,  the  reprefcntations  already 
made  in  preceding  notes,  and  particularly  in  the  laft,  for  the  purpofe 
of  bringing,  on  this  fubjeft,  the  French  minifters  to  thofc  fentiments 
of  juilice  which  we  have  remarked  with  pleafure  in  their  decla* 
rations  upon  different  points,  though  not  yet  carried  fully  into 
eScA  ;  the  more  fo,  as  a  refufal  on  the  prefent  matter  in  difpute 
could  not  have  any  real  fair  motive  or  object,  as  the  demolition  of 
the  fortrtfs  of  Ehrenbreitftein  has  been  agi'eed  upon  and  decreed 
for  the  future.  But  until  the  very  moment  when  this  great  facri* 
fice  (hould  be  made  to  the  re-eftablifhmci^t  of  tranquillity,  the  prc- 
fervation  of  this  port  is  of  the  higheft  importance,  particularly  for 
the  fafety  of  a  part  of  Germany  which  is  the  obje6l  of  the  lively 
folicitude  of  his  Imperial  Majeily.  The  underfigncd  confkler 
themfelves,  in  confequence,  obliged  to  give  the  deputation  of  the 
Empire  to  underhand  how  much  they  wi(h  to  fee  their  glorious 
efforts  on  this  fubjcd  crowned  with  fuch  fuccefs  as  may  free  them 
from  all  manner  of  anxiety. 

(Signed)  GoRz,  Jacobi,  Dohm. 

Rajladty  igth  Oa. 

Conclufum  of  the  Deputation  of  ih$  Empire^  oftbe2^d  Onoherm 

THE  deputation  of  the  Empire  on  the  19th  of  this  month  ex- 
prefTed  to  the  minider  plenipotentiary  of  his  Imperial  Majefty, 
that  he  had  refolved,  in  a  particular  note  on  the  execution  of  the 
conventions  relative  to  the  rcfloration  of  Ehrenbreitftein,  once 
more  to  infid  on  the  demand  which  he  had  fo  energetically  renewed 
in  his  note  of  the  17th  of  this  month,  in  cafe  he  had  not  an  imme- 
diate anfwer,  or  the  anfwer  was  not  acceptable.  As  the  mjnifters 
of  the  French  republic  had  hitherto  tranfmitted  no  counter-decla- 
ration on  the  fubje£l,  the  deputation  of  the  Empire  thought  it  its 
duty  to  addrefs  thofe  miniders  by  a  note  .in  the  following  terms  : 

**  The  deputation  of  the  Empire  has  already,  by  its  notes  of  the 
lOth  of  Augud  and  nth  and  23d  of  September,  required  of  the 
sniniilers  plenipotentiary  of  the  French  republic  the  execution  of 
the  military  convention  relative  to  the  reftoration  of  Ehrenbrclt- 
fiein*  Neverthelefs,  in  the  notes  which  the  miniflers  plenipoten* 
tiary  have  tranfmitted  in  anfwer,  there  is  contained  no  overture 
on  the  fubjed,  much  lefs  any  fatisfadlory  declaration.  It  is  \tk 
confequence  compelled,  by  the  importance  and  manifeft  urgehc]^ 
of  the  object,  to  renew  the  demand  made  in  this  refpeft  bv  the 
deputation  of  the  Empire  in  the  detailed  note,  embracing  all  the 
objects  of  the  negotiation,  which  was  tranfmitted  on  the  17th  of  this 
month,  and  written  in  a  manner  calculated  to  inform  the  French 
miniders  plenipotentiary  of  the  particular  price  which  the  deputa- 
tion attached  to  the  cxa£i  and  prompt  execution  of  the  military 
i:oovention,  "  When 
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«'  When  the  formal  terms  of  an  agreement  acknowledged  by  both 
parties  impciioufly  fpeak  in  favour  of  this  demand^  and  after  the 
confcnt  given  to  the  demolition  of  the  fortifications  of  Ehitn- 
brcitflcin,  it  v^cre  to  have  been  hoped  that  the  French  minifters 
plenipotentiary  would  have  a£led  accordingly,  and  taken  the  ne* 
ceifary  meafures,  in  order  that  the  commander  of  the  French 
troops  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Rhine  fhould  joot  have  oppofed  the 
rcfloraticm  of  the  fortrcfs  of  Ehrenbreitftein.  But  as  to  this  mo* 
zncnt  nothing  has  confirmed  this  Aipulated  agreement,  the  depu- 
tation  of  the  Empire  is  forced,  by  the  extreme  urgency  of  the  ob- 
je(St,  to  rcqucft  the  minifters  plenipotentiary  of  the  French  repub- 
lic to  fatisfy  the  demand  relative  to  the  reftoration  of  Ehrenbreit- 
ftein,  contained  in  its  note  of  the  17th  of  October ;  and  to  make 
a  prompt  and  fatisfa£lory  anfwer,  even  before  the  other  points  of 
the  faid  note  are  anfwered,  in  cafe  the  multiplicity  of  the  objeds 
which  it  embraces  docs  not  permit  them  to  attend  to  all  of  them* 

*^  Tlic  deputation  of  the  Empire  truft,  after  fuch  repeated  appli- 
cations, that  at  length  an  anfwer  will  be  given,  which  will  have  the 
effcdl  of  obviating  that  honourable  uneafinefs  which  the  minifler 
plenipotentiary  has  fhown,  and  which  the  deputation  of  the  Em- 
pire has  conftantly  experienced  for  a  place  fo  important. 

Rajladty  Oil.  23. 
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HgUs  from  the  jWniJitrs  Plenipotentiary  of  the  French  Repuhlie  t§ 

the  Deputation  of  the  Empire* 

FIRST   NOTE. 

THE  underfigncd  minifters  plenipotentiary  of  the  Frcndr 
republic  for  negotiating  with  the  Germanic  Empire,  have  re- 
ceived a  note  from  the  deputation  of  the  Empire,  commuiucatcd 
to  them  the  17  th  of  OAober  by  the  miniftcr  plenipotentiary  of 
the  Emperor. 

It  is  difHcuIt,  after  having  read  this  aftonifhing  anfwer  to  the 
note  of  the  underfigned,  dated  the  3d  of  the  fame  month,  to  mo- 
derate the  expreftion  of  the  painful  fcntiments  which  it  has  excited. 
From  the  various  and  wholly  unfounded  difficulties  with  ^hich  it 
is  filled,  to  the  obvious  affedation  of  incefTantly  queftioning  whit 
has  already  been  refolved  upon  ;  from  the  fhidied  ambigiiitv  on 
points  even  confented  to  ;  from  that  ferics  of  interceflions,  little 
fatisfa£lory,  or  wholly  iiiadmiflible,  which  occupy  its  entire  pages; 
we  do  not  know  how  to  fhut  our  eyes  againft  views  olivioafly  di- 
latory, or  avoid  entertaining  ferious  doubts  on  the  real  intentioDS 
of  the  deputation  of  the  Empire.  The  French  republic  does  not 
with  for  war,  but  (he  does  not  fear  it.  She  wifhes  to  conclude  a 
peace.  Does  the  deputation  only  wifh  to  be  always  fpeaktng  of 
it  ?  The  generofity  of  the  French  republic  has  exceeded  all  cxpeA- 
ations  ;  further  conccflions  on  her  part  muft  not  be  looked  for.p— 
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The  undcrfigncd  perfift  in  every  thing  contained  in  their  note  of 
the  3d  of  Odober.  They  aiTure  the  minifter  plenipotentiary  of 
his  Imperial  Maje(ty  of  their  fentimcnts  of  high  confideration. 

(Signed)  Bonnier. 

Jean  Debry. 
Rajiadt^  0^.  28.  Koberjot. 

SECOND    NOTE. 

THE  undcrfigncd  minif^crs  plenipotentiary  of  the  French  re- 
public for  the  negotiation  with  the  Germanic  Empire,  have  re- 
ceived the  note  tranfmittcd  to  them  the  23d  OcSlober  inft.  by  the 
miniftcr  plenipotentiary  of  the  Empire.  Although  the  demand 
contained  in  this  note,  fo  far  as  it  relates  to  the  military,  is  not 
within  the  competence  of  the  undcrfigncd,  they  do  not  hcfitate  to 
refer  on  that  fubjedl  to  what  they  have  already  declared  touching 
the  retreat  of  the  troops,  and  to  aflure  the  deputation  of  the  Em- 
pire that,  arguing  favourably  of  the  part  it  means  to  take,  they  are 
difpofed  on  their  fide  to  embrace  every  objeft  fufceptrble  of  modi- 
fication or  change :  but  they  are  forced  to  obferve  that  nothing 
could  more  plainly  prove  the  abfence  of  a  wi(h  for  peace,  or  in- 
dicate more  fcnfibly  further  views,  than  that  inquietude  and  conti« 
nual  folicitation  on  things,  which  peace  alone  can  arrange  com* 
pletely,  and  to  the  reciprocal  fatisfadtion  of  the  two  powers.  The 
minifters  plenipotentiary  of  the  French  republic  renew  upon  this 
occafion  to  the  minificr  plenipotentiary  of  his  Majefty  the  Em- 
peror^ the  alTurance  of  their  mod  diftinguifiicd  confideration. 

.  (Signed)  Bonnier. 

Jean  Debry. 

Rajiadt^  Nov.  6.  ROBBRJOT. 

Report  prefented  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons  on  the  <)tb  May  1 798,  on 

the  Treatment  of  PrlJ oners  of  War. 

'TTHE  Committee  to  whom  the  Report  was  recommitted,  which 
^  was  made  from  the  Committee  to  whom  the  feveral  papers 
which  were  prefented  to  the  Houfe  upon  the  twcnty-firft  day  of 
March  laii,  by  Mr.  Whitbread,  from  the  Tranfport  Board,  and 
by  Mr.  Stewart,  from  the  Commifiioners  for  Sick  and  Wounded 
Seamen,  refpeding  the  treatment  of  prifoners  of  war,  were  re- 
ferred, and  who  were  directed  to  examine  the  matters  thereof^ 
and  report  the  fame,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  Houfe  \ 
have,  purfiiant  to  the  order  of  the  Houfe,  made  fome  alterations 
in  the  faid  Report,  and  fome  additions  thereto^  ^d  have  agreed 
upon  the  following  Report,  viz. 

From  the  multiplicity  of  papers  and  evidence  which  it  has  been 
neceiTary  to  examine,  your  Committee  have  found  it  convenient, 
for  the  fake  of  pcrfpicuity,  to  arrange. .th^  fubjeiGt  under  th^  .fQl*. 
2  '  lowing 
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lowing  heads  :  firft,  the  treatment  of  the  French  prifoners  of  war 
confined  in  England — fecondly,  the  treatment  of  Britifli  prifoners 
of  war  confined  in  France — thirdly,  the  ftcps  taken  by  the  Britifli 
government  for  the  citablifhmcnt  of  a  cartel  of  exchange;  with  the 
proceedings  in  both  countries  refpedling  Sir  Sidney  Smith,  and  of 
prifoners  on  parole. 

After  examining  fuchofthe  papers  and  evidence  as  belong  to  the 
firll  head,  it  appears  to  your  Committee  that  the  Britiih  govern- 
ment, actuated  by  the  mofl  liberal  motives,  from  the  moment 
that  the  chance  of  war  had  made  the  prifoners  of  the  enemy  an 
object  of  public  attention,  was  careful  to  provide  fuch  places  of 
confinement  as  were  moft  confident  with  the  internal  fafcty  of  this 
country,  and  the  general  accommodation  of  the  prifoners  them- 
fclves ;  that  in  every  indance  the  moft  humane  regulations  were 
framed  for  their  treatment,  both  in  the  prifons  and  the  hofpitah; 
that  medical  attcndencc  of  f^very  kind  was  provided  in  the  mod 
ample  manner;  that  every  reufnnabic  check  was  introduced againft 
iraud  and  impofition;  and  that  the  prifoners  themfelves  were  per- 
mitted, without  reilrnint,  to  appoint  infpeftors  of  their  owdi 
with  a  view  to  the  jult  delivery  of  the  allotted  rations  ;  that  com- 
plaints were  fur  from  being  difcouragcd;  and  that  the  contradlorFf 
whenever  liable  to  ccnfurr,  were  rigoroudy  proceeded  againft 
and  punidied  :  and  as  the  bed  proof  that  the  prifoners  had  caufe 
to  be  fatisfied  with  their  treatn^rnt  in  moft  indances,  the  fame 
contrai^Aors  as  were  en> ployed  by  our  government,  have  been 
continued  fince  the  fuperintendancc  has  been  transferred  to  agents 
appointed  by  the  Directory  of  1*  ranee. 

It  appears  that,  fiom  the  conmiencement  of  the  war  to  the 
1  ft  of  January  I7<;6,  the  care  of  the  French  prifoners  was  vcftcd 
in  the  Commillioncrs  for  Sick  and  Wounded  Seamen.  The  prin- 
cipal prifons  in  England  v/crc,  Portcheftcr  and  Forton,  near 
Port(month;  Plymouth;  Staplcton,  near  Briftol;  Norman  Crofs, 
near  Stilton,  was  not  built  till  April  1797;  Liverpool;  Roikof 
and  Kerguillack,  between  Pcnryn  and  Falmouth;  befides  other 
places  of  temporary  confinement,  and  prifon-diips  at  diAcrcnt 
ports.  The  regulations  adopted  were  the  fame  as  in  the  two  lift 
"wais,  both  with  refpc6l  to  prifoners  in  health,  and  the  fick.  The 
daily  rations  of  p;.  vilions  for  prifoners  of  the  former  defcription 
were,  one  quart  of  beer,  one  pound  and  half  of  bread,  one  third 
of  an  ounce  of  fait,  three  quarters  of  a  pound  of  beef,  except  on 
Saturdays,  when  four  ounces  of  butter  or  fix  of  cheefe  were  fub- 
llitutcd;  half  a  pint  of  peafc  four  days  a  week*  When  greens 
were  liLicd  in  lieu  of  peafc,  each  man's  allowance  was  one  pound 
of  cahbjge,  (tiipped  of  the  ftalk,  and  fit  for  boiling. 

1  h.  fe  rations  varied  occafionally,  as  circumftances  required^ 
In  May  179;,  on  account  of  a  temporary  fcarcity  of  frclh  beef, 
it  w'db  withheld  two  days  in  the  week^  and  faltcd  provifions  fup- 
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plied  in  lieu ;  and  in  Auguft  179S»  on  account  of  a  fcarcity  of 
bread,  the  quantity  of  that  article  was  diminifhcd  for  a  time,  but 
the  deticiency  was  made  up  by  additional  pulfe  or  vegetables. 
Upon  any  complaint  of  cunfequcncc,  a  vifitation  was  made  by  a 
Commillioncr  of  tlic  Board,  to  the  fpot  where  the  complaint 
arofe,  tor  the  fake  of  inquiring  into  it^  and  if  well  founded  it  was 
in  ft  ant  ly  rcdrciFcd. 

As  an  adilitioiial  check  upon  the  agents  and  con^raflorsy  among 
the  rules  which  were  hung  up  within  the  prifon,  in  the  language 
of  the  prifoners,  was  a  fcheme  of  the  rations  of  proviftons,  which 
were  fubjcd  to  the  infpe£lion  of  a  committee  appointed  by  the 
prifoners,  and  rdeflcd  from  thcmfdves.  A  contraflor  at  Fal* 
mouth,  who  had  failed  in  his  engagement,  was  fentenced  to  be 
imprifoned  fix  months  in  the  county  gaol,  and  to  be  fined  300/. 

The  agents  and  furgeons  at  all  the  diflferent  prifons  were  fur- 
nidicd  witii  inftrudllons,  from  which  they  were  in  no  ioftance  to 
deviate,  without  applying  to  the  Sick  and  Hurt  Board.  In  addi- 
tion to  the  prifun  furgeons,  others  were  fcledted  by  the  Board  from 
among  the  prifoncrs;  and  tea,  fugar,  fruit,  and  porter,  having 
been  added  to  the  diet  for  Tick  Briti(h  feameti  in  our  holpitals» 
the  fame  articles  were  added  to  the  diet  for  fick  French  priloners. 
I  n  the  prifons  each  man  was  allowed  a  hammock,  patllafle,  boU 
iter,  and  blanket  or  coverlet.  The  draw  of  the  paillalft  and 
bollier  was  changed  as  often  as  occafion  required.  The  bedding 
in  the  hofpitals  was  the  fame  as  in  the  hofpital  for  Britifh  feamen. 

In  December  1795,  Mr.  Charretic,  a  Frenchman,  who  had 
rcfidcd  fomc  years  in  this  country,  was  appointed  by  the  French 
government  their  agent  for  the  care  of  French  prifoners.  He 
was  furnilhed  by  the  Tranfport  Board  with  the  means  of  inquiring 
into  the  Itate  of  the  prifons,  was  fuffered  to  vifit  them  whenever 
he  thought  fit,  and  was  provided  with  lifts  of  the  pcrfons  confined 
in  them  as  often  as  he  required  it. 

On  the  111  of  January  1796,  the  care  of  prifoncrs  in  health 
was  transferred  to  the  Tranfpurt  Board,  the  fuperintendancc  of 
the  hofpitals  itill  remaining  under  the  Sick  and  Hurt  Board.  The 
fame  regulations  were  i^ferved,  and  the  fame  allowance  of  pro- 
vil'kons  adopted,  as  had  been  formerly.  Nothing  particular  ap- 
pears to  have  occurred  relative  to  the  prifoncrs  during  that  year. 
In  January  1797,  orders  were  given  to  captains  fuperinlending 
prifon-ftiips  at  Porifmouih  and  Plymouth,  to  vifit  them  often^ 
:s  well  as  tlie  prifons,  to  hear  all  complaints,  and  to  report  once 
I  week  to  the  Admiralty.  In  March,  the  Board  ftated  to  Mr* 
Charretic,  that  the  French  prifoners  were  in  want  of  clothing 
'-.vhich  it  had  been  agreed  was  to  be  provided  by  France),  but 
aid  tliat  the  Board,  i:om  motives  of  humanity,  had  fupplied 
I  coniiJviab'.c  numixT  \%i'h  clothes,  and  requeftcd  him  to  urge 
lis   h^.vcrnmcnt  to  icp.iv   that  expenfe.      No  anfwcr  fcems  to 
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liave  been  returned  to  this  application^  nor  docs  it  appear  that 
any  clothing  was  provided  by  France.     In  June,  Mr.  Charrctic 
vifited  Portchcftcr,  where,  on  account  of  the  mutiny  which  then 
prevailed  in  the  Britilh  fleet,  and  a  fufpiclon  that  the  mutineers 
meant  to  put  arms  into  the  hands  of  the  prifoners,   who  betrayed 
a  (Irong  difpofition  to  didurbancc  and  infurrc<Slion,  it  was  thought 
neceflfary  to  enforce  {kn&cr  difcipline.     It  was  found  requifite 
for  this  end  to  prohibit  the  market  which  had  been  allowed  to  be 
held,  for  the  purpofe  of  putting  it  in  the  power  of  the  prifoncrs, 
by  difpodng  of  various  articles  which  they  manufaAurcd,  to  fup- 
ply  themfelves  with  vegetables  and  other  little  comforts  at  their 
own  expenfe.     It  muft  be  obfcrvcd,  that  they  had  their  ufual 
allowance  of  providons  ;  but  fome  complaints  arofe,  from  impo- 
fitions  in  the  price  of  bread  and  milk,  which  were  clandeftinely 
brought  into  the  prifon  by  the  turnkeys,  and  fold.     Thcfe  com- 
plaints proved  trivial  and  of  no  importance. 

He  next  went  to  Plymouth,  where  the  only  complaint  he  heard 
was  of  the  quality  of  fome  of  the  provifions ;  but  this  was  re- 
drefTed  by  application  to  Captain  Lanc^  the  fuperintendant  of 
prifoners. 

Your  Committee  beg  to  obferve,  that  Mr.  Charretic  dates  as  i 
general  obfervation,  that  the  proviflons  furnifhed  were  inferior  to 
the  price  paid  by  Government,  and  that  at  Falmouth,  particularly, 
they  were  eighty  per  cent,  below  the  contra£l  price  ^  but  he  pro- 
duces no  proof  or  document  whatever  to  confirm  fo  extraordinarr 
an  afTcrtion,  and  differs  fo  entirely  from  the  other  evidence  befort 
the  Committee,  as  not  to  be  entitled  to  any  credit. 

At  Falmouth,  he  dates  the  treatment  of  the  prifoners  to  have 
been  negligent,  and  the  bread  made  with  bad  corn,  mixed  with 
chaff.— In  confequcnce  of  his  complaint.  Captain  Lane  was  fent 
to  inveftigate  the  matter,  and  reported  to  the  board,  that  the  con- 
traclor  had  fometimes  given  bread  of  inferior  quality,  but  ne\'er 
mixed  with  chaff: — that  whenever  a  juft  complaint  had  been 
made,  the  articles  were  always  returned  upon  the  contraflor's 
hands,  to  his  lofs. — In  a  cafe  of  greater  importance  he  had  been 
profecuted.  As  the  agent  or  his  clerk  was  always  prefent  at  the 
delivery  of  provifions,  and  the  fame  regulation  of  a  committee  of 
jnfpe(E^orsexi(led  there  as  well  as  at  other  prifons,  there  is  no  rea* 
fon  to  fuppofc  that  the  abufe  often  took  place.  Your  Committee 
beg  to  obferve,  that  the  Falmouth  prifons  being  thought  to  be  too 
far  from  the  fuperintendancc  of  the  Tranfport  Board,  the  pri- 
foners were  removed  from  thence  about  the  end  of  the  year  1797* 

Mr.  Charretic  then  went  to  Stapleton  prifon,  near  Briflol, 
where  he  heard  other  complaints,  which,  upon  invelligation, 
proved  to  be  but  trifling  quarrels,  and  were  foon  fettled  by  a  Com- 
ir.iiTioner  fent  down  there. 

It 
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It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  in  the  whole  courfe  of  the  ^ar^ 
the  complaints  which  have  been  made  have  proceeded  from  the 
French  pri Toners  alone  ;  neither  the  Dutch  nor  Spanifh  prifoners, 
who  were  fubjc^l  prccifely  to  the  fame  regulations^  having  ever 
fliown  the  leail  difcontcnt  at  the  mode  of  treatment. 

About  Augud  i797>  the  Tranfport  Board  again  propbfed  to 
Mr.  Charreticy  that  each  nation  (hould  clothe  its  own  country- 
men^  and  afterwards  requefted  that^a  fiim  of  money^  which  had 
been  remitted  from  France,  might  be  appropriated  to  fupplying 
the  French  prifoners  with  clotheSp  of  which  they  were  much  iti 
need.  The  Board  even  offered  to  fupply  them  at  the  contradl 
prices,  for  his  bills  upon  Hamburgh,  or  any  neutral  town.-*- 
Their  offer  was  declined  on  account  of  fome  objefiions  in  the 
colour  and  quality  of  the  articles. 

On  the  4th  of  September  a  revolution  in  France  took  plice, 
and  fince  that  perioid  it  feems  to  have  been  the  objed  of  the 
French  government  to  irritate  the  minds  of  their  countrymen 
againfl  Great  Britain,  by  mifreprefentations  of  the  treatment 
which  the  prifoners  underwent  in  this  country.  A  paragraph 
appeared  in  the  Pojiillon  dt  Calais  of  0£lober  16,  giving  m  filfe 
account  of  the  fituation  of  the  prifoners  in  Portchefter  Caftle  s 
this  was  contradi£lcd  by  the  agent  at  that  place^  as  well  as  by  m 
certificate  from  the  Englifh  and  French  furgeons  employed  there  ; 
and  Mr.  Charretie  himfclf^  being  called  upon'  by  the  Trtnfport 
Board  to  refute  this  calumny^  acknowledged  the  falfehood  and 
impropriety  of  the  paragraph. 

Mr.  Charretie,  however,  appears  to  have  wilhed  to  (econd 
thcfc  views  of  ihc  French  government;  for  in  November  he  wrote 
to  the  Commiflion  of  Exchange  at  Paris,  dating,  that  at  Normafi 
Crofs  prifon,  out  of  nine  thoufand  prifoners  confined  there,  three 
thoufand  were  lick  for  want  of  clothes,  and  other  neccflaries. 
This  rcprefentation  proiluced  a  flrong  effed  in  the  public  mind  in 
France  againd  this  country  ;  but  upon  the  Britifh  agent  inquiring 
into  the  truth  of  the  ftaiement,  Mr.  Charretie  was  induced  to 
contradid  his  own  afTcrtion. — From  the  evidence  of  Captain 
George,  Firfl  Commiflioncr  of  the  Tranfport  Board,  and  the  cer- 
tificates of  the  furgeons  at  Norman  Crofs,  it  appears  that  the  pri- 
fon  at  tliat  place  was  not  capable  of  containing  even  fix  thoufand 
prifoners ;  that  there  were  at  that  time  about  five  thoufand  two 
hundred  \  and  that  the  fick  then  amounted  to  one  hundred  and 
ninety-four,  including  twenty-four  nurfes,  and  never  had  amount- 
ed to  above  two  hundred  and  fixty.  It  muft  be  obferved,  that 
Mr.  Charretie  haJ  tlic  means  of  knowing  all  this,  and  that,  pre- 
vious to  fending  t!>is  account  to  France,  he  did  not  apply  to  the 
Board  on  the  fubjed^,  tiiough  he  was  aAually  in  London  at  the 
time.     He  acknowledged  that  he  was  furniflicd  with  a  lift  of 
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pcrfoni  confined  at  each  prifon,  whenever  he  required  it,  fo  that 
he  might  eafily  have  afccrtaincd  the  falfchood  of  his  aflcrtion. 

Your  Committee  fee,  with  much  concern,  the  ncwfpapcrs  of 
this  country  lending  themfelves  to  the  vic\vs  of  the  enemy.  They 
tnuft  r.call  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  to  the  paragraph  which  ap- 
peared in  the  Courier  oi  January  20,  relative  to  ihe  treatment  of 
the  prifoners  at  Liverpool,  which  produced  an  invcliigation  by  the 
mayor  and  magiilrates  of  that  town,  and  a  report,  in  the  higheft 
degree  fatisfaftory  to  the  feelings  cf  the  pcrfons  concerned.  It 
was  with  the  fame  obje£l  of  irritating  the  French  againd  this  na- 
tion, that  the  papers  were  fluck  up  in  different  towns  of  France, 
as  appears  in  evidence  before  your  Committee,  aflerting  that  the 
prifoners  in  England  were  fed  with  dead  cats  and  dogs  \  and  that 
when  a  perfon  at  Nantes,  who  was  lately  returned  from  impri- 
fonmcnt  in  England,  contradidcd  this  account,  he  was  ordered  to 
hold  his  tongue,  and  not  difpute  the  alTertion  of  his  government. 

The  BrltiO)  government,  being  aware  of  the  mifreprefentations 
and  groundlcfs  calumnies  concerning  the  treatment  of  French 
prifoners  in  England,  which  were  indudrioufly  propagated  in 
France ;  and  having  received  the  mod  afflidting  accounts  of  the 
accumulated  hardflilps  and  fuficrings  of  its  own  countrymen  in  the 
French  prifons ;  taking  alfo  into  confidcration  the  circumfianccs 
of  Mr.  Charretie  being  allowed  without  rcftraint  to  vifit  the  prin- 
cipal depots  of  prifoners  in  England,  while  Mr.  Swinburne,  fo 
far  from  having  acccfs  to  his  own  countrymen  in  France,  was 
a^ually  confined  to  one  fmall  town  ;  feeing  no  end  alfo  to  the 
evafive  condu£l  of  the  French  government  m  rcfpccl  to  the  ex- 
change of  Sir  Sidney  Smith,  was  induced,  in  October  1797,  to 
make  to  the  French  government  a  propofal,  well  calculated,  in 
the  opinion  of  your  Committee,  for  remedying  all  the  above 
evils;  viz.  That  in  future  each  nation  (hould  take  upon  itfelf  the 
care  of  clothing,  vifiualling,  and  providing  medical  attendance 
for  the  prifoners  of  its  own  country:  this,  it  was  added,  would 
prevent  the  poflibility  of  any  fufpicion  of  ill  treatment  on  cither 
fide.  It  was  further  fignificd,  that  if  the  French  returned  no 
anfwer  to  this  propofal,  and  perfifled  in  their  mode  of  treatment 
of  Sir  Sidney  Smith  (as  will  be  explained  in  the  third  head  of  this 
Report),  his  Majeily  would  feci  himfclf  under  the  difagrceable 
neccffity  of  reducing  the  allowance  hitherto  granted  to  all  French 
prifoners  fwhicb  was  equal  to  that  of  Britiih  foldiersj  to  the 
limits  ftridly  necelfary  tor  their  fubfidcnce ;  even  that,  it  was 
ftated,  would  be  preferable  to  what  too  many  of  his  fubje£ls  had 
in  the  prifons  of  France. 

No  anfwer  was  given  to  this  humane  propofal:  a  fccond  appli- 
cation was  therefore  made  to  the  French  government ;  but  that 
being  alfo  attended  with  no  effeft,  on  the  ift  of  December  the 
iation?  of  provifions  of  the  French  prifoners  were  reduced.     The 
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daily  allowance  was  one  pound  of  bread,  half  a  poimd  of  beef, 
one  quarter  of  a  pound  of  peafe,  one  third  of  an  ounce  of  fah. 
When  greens  were  iH'ued  in  lieu  of  peafe,  half  a  pound  of  cab- 
bage, fit  for  boiiing,  was  allowed  for  each  man. 

This  fcverity  fcems  to  have  produced  a  good  efFeft;  for  the 
I  rcnch  government  were  at  lad  induced  to  accept  the  propofal  ^ 
and  Mr.  Gallois,  who  came  to  England  foon  afterwards  as  fuc- 
cclfor  to  Mr.  Charreiic,  was  accompanied  by  Mr.  Ncttemcnt, 
to  whofe  fpecial  care  the  fuperintendance  of  the  prifoners  was 
entrufted,  the  expcnfe  being  defrayed  by  France,  It  appears 
from  evidence,  that  the  fame  fub-agents  arc  employed  (except  in 
one  inftancc),  and  in  general  the  fame  contraftors  who  had  been 
employed  under  thf*  management  of  the  Britifli  government. 
The  daily  allowance  of  provifions  at  prefcnt  is  one  quart  of  beer, 
twenty-fix  ounces  of  bread,  eight  ounces  of  beef,  two  ounces  of 
cheefc,  or  one  ounce  and  one  third  of  good  fait  butter,  one  third 
of  an  ounce  of  fait,  half  a  pint  of  peafe,  or  half  a  pound  of  vege- 
tables:  each  prifoner  is  allowed  monthly  half  a  pound  of  white 
foap,  and  three  quarters  of  a  pound  of  tobacco  in  the  leaf. 

It  is  but  julcicc  to  the  Commiffioners  of  the  Tranfport  Board  to 
fay,  that  they  have  Ihown  every  difpofition  to  co-operate  in  alle- 
viating the  condition  of  the  prifoners,  and  that  fincc  this  new  ar- 
rangement has  taken  place,  they  have  allowed  Mr.  Ncttement 
the  ufe  of  the  bedding  and  clothes  at  the  feveral  prifons,  and 
they  have  rendered  him  every  alTi fiance  in  the  execution  of  his 
office. 

In  entering  upon  the  fecond  head  of  their  inquiry,  namely,  the 
treatment  of  Britifli  prifoners  of  war  in  France,  your  Commit- 
tee feel  themfclves  under  difficulties  which  may  render  this  part 
of  their  Report  lefs  fatisfaflory  than  what  they  have  before  ftatcd. 

Thefe  difficulties  arife,  firft,  from  the  obftacles  which  the 
French  government  has  always  interpofed  to  prevent  the  Britifh 
agent  from  vifiting  the  prifons,  and  which  of  courfc  have  preyented 
him  from  obtaining  information  on  the  fubjcil  of  the  treatment  of 
the  prifoners  fo  accurately  as  might  bewifhed:  fecondly,  from 
the  reludtance  which,  from  perfonal  motives,  fome  of  the  evi- 
dence examifAd  by  your  Committee  have  (hown  to  have  their 
names  brough*  forward:  and,  thirdly,  from  the  very  delicate 
(ituation  of  thofe  adually  in  captivity,  from  whom  alone  the  moft 
perfeft  teftimony  could  have  been  derived,  and  who,  if  they  re- 
mained unexchanged,  muft  expeft  to  have  their  fufferings  in- 
creafed  in  confcquencc  of  any  complaints  which  they  might  pre- 
fer, or  to  have  them  relieved  upon  terms  incompatible  with  their 
feelings  as  Bririfh  fubjedls. 

But  even  with  thefe  imperfefl  means  of  information,  yonr 
Committee  are  convinced,  that  fufiicicnt  will  appear  to  prove  the 
rigour  with  which  their  countrymen  have  been  treated,  and  the 
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uniform  fpirit  by  which  the  French  government  has  been  aduated, 
contrary  to  the  praAice  of  the  civilized  nations  of  £ufope  in  every 
former  war.     If  your  Committee  were  to  extend  their  inquiries 
fo  fur  back  as  the  time  of  Robefpierre,  they  could  bring  forward 
evidence  of  atrocities  of  a  mod  (hocking  nature,  fuch  as  the  p<M- 
foning  of  the  water  of  prifon  wells,  by  which  many  lives  were 
facriiiced,  and  other  fimilar  enormities;  but  as  the  tranfafiions 
of  that  period  are  but  too  well  known,  it  will  be  fufficient  to 
relate  witat  appears  to  have  been  the  condu£l  of  the  French  to- 
.wards  their  prifoncrs  fincc  their  government  has  taken  a  more 
regular  form.     In  November  1796,  Mr.  Swinburne  was  appoint- 
ed agent  at  Paris  for  the  relief  of  prifoners : — he  fignified  to  the 
French  government,  that  his  inftrudions  were  to  vifit  all  the  pri- 
fons,  and  aduiiniller  relief  to  fuch  prifoners  as  were  in  need;  and 
although   he   added,    that    this  indulgence  was  allowed   in  the 
fullcfl  extent  to  the  French  agent  in  England,  yet  this  application 
feems  to  have  been  totally  dilVegarded  or  evaded,  fo  as  to  preclude 
him  from  the  means  of  ubiainuig  any  pcrfonal  knowledge  of  their 
iitnation  and  circumtlancis.     How  far  the  language  of  cofide- 
fccnlion   which   Mr.    Swinburne    ufcd   in   thefe  circumflanccs, 
might  contribute  to  incrcafe  the  haughtinefs  of  the  French  go* 
vcrnment,  your  Committee  do  not  prefume  to  determine;  bat 
they  feel  it  a  matter  of  deep  regret,  that  a  condu6l  was  not  held 
during  that  jl^riud,  of  which  the  enemy  could  have  taken  lefs 
advantage.     The  firfl  paper  relative  to  the  treatment  of  priiooen 
bctbrc  the  Committee,  is  a  letter  from  a  merchant  at  Dunkirk  to 
^Ir.  Swinburne,    giving  a  melancholy  account  of  the   perGNU 
imprifoned  at  Air  ^  he  ftatcs,  that  forty  fick  were  pent  up  in  a 
fmall  room  with  the  prifoners  in  health,  without  permiflioii  to 
enjoy  the  benefit  of  the  frcfh  air,  and  that  numbers  died  dailf 
from  the  filth  and  flench.     From  fubfequent  papers  and  ^pcu* 
meuts  it  appears  that  the  treatment  of  Britifti  prifoners  in  mail 
of  the  prifons  was  bad.     At  Dunkirk  few  blankets  could  be  ob* 
tainid  for  them,  and  at  Amiens  none  at  all. — At  the  latter  place 
the  Britidi  agent  found  it  nccciTary  to  order  bedAeads  of  rough 
planks,  raifed  from  the  ground,  to  prote£l  the  prifoners  from  the 
damp,  and  the  cxpenfe  of  which  was  defrayed  by  the  BritiA 
government.     At  Pontanczan  prifon,  near  Bred,  fixty  maftersof 
merchant- (hips  and  palFengers  were  confined  with  about  nine 
hundred  feamen ;  they  were  not  allowed  to  go  into  the  open  yard, 
and  their  confinement  was  aggravated  by  the  brutal  behaviour  of 
the  com  miliary,  and  by  a  want  of  provilions  and  neceiraries. 

A  declaration,  ligncd  by  three  refpedable  perfons,  confined  for 
four  months,  in  the  beginning  of  1797,  in  Pontanesan  prifoOi 
Hates  the  daily  allowance  from  loth  January  to  have  been  fiateen 
ounces  of  bifcuit,  of  a  bad  quality,  full  of  vermin  and  oiouldy, 
two  ounces  of  rotten  fait  beef  or  pork. — (This  allowance  ought 
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to  have  been  two  pounds  and  a  half,  but  a  mefs  for  fcven  pcrfans 
lias  been  known  to  be  only  fifteen  ounces,  and  of  that  nearly  half 
bone.)  Their  peafe-fcnip  confided  of  hot  water  with  a  few  hoife- 
peafe.  From  February  20th,  in  lieu  of  fixteen  ounces  of  bifcuit, 
about  four  ounces  of  rice  were  delivered  out,  together  with  ten 
ounces  of  black  bread  ;  and  during  that  time  many  were  ill  and 
fome  died,  which  was  attributed  to  the  copper  veil'els,  in  which 
the  rice  was  boiled,  not  having  been  properly  cleaned.  From 
February  ifl,  in  lieu  of  fait  meat  frefli  meat  was  allowed,  which 
vras  nothing  but  carrion. — ^The  foup  was  made  with  the  meat 
before  it  was  given  out. — No  vegetables  of  any  defcription  were 
delivered  out  to  the  prifoners,  and  during  the  above  period  of  four 
months,  at  lead  two  hundred  perfons  died,  chiefly  of  the  fcurvy, 
arifing  from  the  badnefs  of  the  provifions.  From  nine  hundred* 
to  a  thoufand  were  confined  in  a  room  thirty  feet  wide,  and  from 
three  to  four  hundred  feet  long;. one  hundred  daily  were  allowed 
to  go  into  the  open  air.  Accounts  of  fimilar  treatment  have  been 
repeatedly  received, 

Remonftrances  were  made  to  the  Commiflion  of  Exchange  on 
the  fcanty  allowance  of  provifions;  and  the  agdnt  was  anfwered» 
that  ^^  If  the  fituation  of  the  finances  of  the  republic  did  not  admit 
of  the  prifoners  receiving  the  whole  of  what  the  law  allowe4 
them,  it  was  not  lefs  true  that  they  experienced  in  that  refped 
the  benefits  of  the  folicitude  of  government.*' 

This  evafive  language  affords  ftrong  ground  to  fufpe£l  that  the 
diftrefTcd  fituation  of  the  Britifh  prifoners  was  not  without  an 
objedl  on  the  part  of  the  French  government  \  and  this  fufpicion 
IS  confirmed  by  its  appearing,  from  evidence  delivered  in  to  your 
Committee,  that  every  effort  was  made  to  induce  the  Britifh  fea- 
men  to  go  on  board  the  French  fleet,  particularly  at  the  time  of 
the  expedition  againft  Ireland.  The  provifions  allowed  were 
purpofely  bad  and  fcanty,  the  confinement  rigorous ;  and  during 
this  (late  of  fufix^ring,  the  paffions  of  the  men  were  inflamed,  by 
being  told  that  their  own  country  had  given  them  all  up  for  the 
fake  of  one  man  (Sir  Sidney  Smith j,  and  that  till  he  fbouM  be 
liberated,  the  Britiih  government  would  not  confent  to  an  ex* 
change  of  prifoners.  All  efforts  were  ufcd  to  inveigle  them ;  they 
were  frequently  threatened  to  be  fiarved,  and  at  other  times 
liquor  was  given  to  them,  and  advantage  was  taken  of  them  when 
in  a  fiate  of  intoxication. 

When  the  combined  force  of  all  thefe  various  temptations  and 
incitements  is  fairly  confidered,  it  cannot  be  matter  of  wonder^ 
that  the  confiancy  and  courage  even  of  Britifli^feamen  ihould 
have  fometimes  yielded.  Many  were  induced  to  enter  into  the 
French  fervice,  under  the  hope  and  promife  of  being  landed  in 
Ireland;  and  fcveral  applied  to  their t>wn  oflScers  (priioners  with, 
them)  for  leave  to  enter^  but  were  refufed*    Three  or  four  hfin- 
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«trc(l  were  debauched  into  the  fchemcj  under  the  expcAation  of 
being  fcnt  home  for  exchange. 

It  might  perhaps  be  itnagined,  that  this  arbitrary  and  unprin* 
cipled  meafurc  had  arifen  from  the  nectflliy  of  the  momenc,  and 
the  want  of  feanien  in  the  French  navy,  had  it  not  appeared  that 
it  is  a  part  of  tl)c  fyftcm  of  France  to  force  fubjefls  to  ierre 
againft  their  own  countries.  And  here  your  Committee  cannot 
toibcar  referring  to  the  indiuflions  given  by  General  Hochc  to 
Colonel  TatCi  pitvious  to  his  landing  on  the  coaft  of  Wales,  in 
the  beginning  of  1797  (^^^  which  were  found  on  his  pcrfan),  as 
tending  to  explain  the  conduct  of  the  French  towards  their  pri- 
foners.  Colonel  l*atc  was  ordered  to  encourage  all  dcferters  and 
prifoncrs  to  enter  into  the  new  companies  (which  were  lo  l)e  corn- 
snandcd  by  French  oflicers) ;  **  fliould  fuch  prifpners  refufc,  he 
will  (have  their  heads  and  eye -brows,  and  if  they  axe  taken 
again  in  arms,  they  arc  to  be  (hot." 

']  he  fyflem  ot  ill  treating  and  of  opprefling  prifoners  was  not 
coiihncd  cxclullvcly  to  the  Englifh  who  were  in  the  prifoBS  of 
Poiitanezan,  Nantes,  and  eircwhere,but  was  extended  to  the  officer! 
who  were  on  parole  in  the  interior  parts  of  the  country.  On 
their  march  from  the  fea-ports,  they  were  not  only  obliged  to  pay 
their  own  cxpenfcs,  but  were  alfo  under  the  ncceifity  of  defraying 
the  expenfes  of  the  guards  who  had  the  care  of  them. 

In  OAober  the  French  (lopped  the  allowance  of  clothing  to  the 
Eritifh  prifoncrs,  andabotit  that  time  Captain  Cotes  fucceeded  Mr. 
Swinburne  at  Paris,  with  orders  to  viiit  all  the  depots  of  prifoners 
in  France.  An  arrete  of  the  Directory  declared  that  he  (houU  be 
allowed,  in  thedifcharge  of  his  duties,  all  the  accotnmodationsand 
facilities  which  the  French  commiflary  ihould  receive  in  London i 
notwithdanding  this,  when  he  applied  for  a  pallport  to  go  to  Pon- 
tanez^n,  he  was  informed  that  it  would  be  perfcclly  unneccfiaryi 
as  the  prifoners  had  orders  to  remove  to  the  depots  provided  fur 
them  by  the  ih:w  arrangement :  thefc  he  underdood  were  to  be 
near  Paris,  though  he  could  get  no  fatisfadiory  anfwer  to  his  qucf- 
tion  on  that  fubje£l : — in  the  mean  time  the  prifoners  were  labour- 
ing under  heavy  difliculties.  It  appears  that  they  were  at  the 
mercy  of  the  French  agents,  and,  among  other  hardlhips,  when 
their  provifions  were  delivered  out  to  them,  the  liver,  lights,  jawf| 
and  part  of  the  horn,  and  even  the  offals  of  bullocks^  were  in- 
cluded in  their  allowance. 

pn  tiie  iCt  February  1798,  the  new  agreement  took  plactf  by 
ii«  bk'h  each  government  was  to  maintain  its  own  countrymen.  A 
fchemc  of  yiftualling  was  fent  by  the  Tranfport  Boani  to  Capt; 
i*ott-s,  by  which  the  daily  allowance  to  each  perfon  waa  one  quart 
of  beer,  one  pound  and  a  half  of  bread,  three  quarters  of  1  pound 
m  btef  (except  on  Saturday,  when  four  ounces  of  butter,  or  fit 
of  cheef» ,  were  givci)  in  lieu)^  one-thifd  of  ^  ounge  of  fait ;  four 
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times  a  week,  half  a  pint  of  peafe,  or  one  pound  of  green?:,  pre- 
pared for  boiling  ;  each  prifoner  was  allowed  two  ounces  of  foap 
per  week.  If  good  beer  was  not  to  be  had,  a  quart  of  fou?id  cider 
Of  a  pint  of  wine  was  given  in  lieu.  The  meat  was  to  be  deli- 
vered to  the  prifofiersin  dean  quarters,  hind  and  fore  alternately, 
Bcfides  this  allowance,  the  former  one  in  money  was  continued. 
All  Britifh  officers  in  the  fea  or  land  fervicc,  on  parole,  ox  in  pri- 
fon,  were  to  be  paid  eighteen  pence  per  diem  in  lieu  of  ration  of 
provifions  ;  and  all  other  ranks  entitled  to  parole,  nine  pence  ^r 
^//Vm,  if  they  fliould  prefer  fuch  allowance  to  the  rations. 

Captain  Cotes,  after  much  delay,  learnt  that  the  prifoners  were 
to  be  confined  at  Amiens,  Fontainbleau,  Beauvais,  and  Melun,  but 
he  was  pofitively  rcfufcd  permiflion  to  vifit  them  till  they  were 
removed  to  thofe  depots ;  he  was  alfo  refufed  information  of  the 
probable  time  of  their  arrival,  before  which  he  was  not  to  enter 
upon  his  fundions.  It  was  promifed,  on  the  6th  January,  that 
the  removal  fhould  take  place  foon,  but  on  the  oth  February  no 
(teps  had  been  taken  to  that  effeft,  nor  was  it  till  the  5th  or  6th 
of  March  that  the  prifoners  left  Pontanezan  prifon  on  their  way 
to  Mclnn. 

It  appears,  from  the  moft  authentic  documents,  that  they  were 
ill  able  to  tmdcrtake  a  march  on  foot  of  near  five  hundred  miles, 
and  that  their  ill  treatment,  during  the  latter  period  of  their  cap- 
tivity, has  equalled  what  they  at  firft  fufFered.  Officers  of  rank 
and  common  foldiers  were  all  confined  together;  their  daily  allow- 
ance about  two  ounces  of  pork,  and  fometimes  that  quantity  of 
fait  filh  of  a  bad  qualify,  and  their  bread  was  full  of  bran  and 
ftraw ;  and  from  the  fcarcity  of  food,  and  the  want  of  medicines, 
numbers  died  daily. 

The  fick  and  dying  were  frequently  robbed  of  their  clothes  by 
the  attendants  of  the  hofpital  ;  and  it  is  hardly  neceflary  to  add, 
that  whenever  prifoners  were  landed^  they  were  immediately  plun- 
dered of  their  money,  clothes,  and  valuables. 

Thefe  details  are  Ihocking  to  humanity  ;  but  your  Committee 
think  ir  their  duty  to  lay  them  before  the  Houfe,  as  coming  within 
the  limits  of  their  inquiry  j  trufting  that  the  care  and  attention  of 
the  Briiiih  agent  has  by  this  time  alleviated  the  fufTcrings  of  the 
prifoners. 

Your  Committee  cannot  conclude  this  part  of  the  fubjefl,  with- 
out exprefling  their  opinion  of  the  great  and  irnpcrtant  advantage 
arifing  to  both  countries,  from  the  newly-adopted  fyftcm  of  pro- 
viding for  the  prifoners  of  each  at  the  expenfe  of  their  own  go- 
vernments. It  appears  to  be  a  meafure  in  the  hlgheft  degree 
calculated  to  obviate  all  niifreprcfcntation,  complaints,  and  re- 
criminations,  and  to  prevent  any  increafc  of  animofity  between 
two  nations,  whofe  minds  are  fufficicntly  inflamed  againfl  each 
other. 
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The  third  and  lad  head  of  this  inquiry,  viz.  the  fteps  taken  by 
the  Britifli  government  for  the  eftablifhment  of  a- cartel  of  ex- 
change ;  with  the  proceedings  in  both  countries  refpcfling  Sir 
Sidney  Smith,  and  of  prifoners  on  parole  ; — contains  much  matter 
which  is  nearly  conncdled  with  the  two  former.  Your  Committee 
however  have  endeavoured,  for  the  fake  of  clearnefsi  to  keep  it  as 
a  fcparatc  part  of  their  inquiry,  though  they  will  be  obliged,  in 
fome  inilanccs,  to  refer  to  what  they  have  before  dated ;  they 
wi(h  to  give  a  concife  account  of  fafls,  without  turning  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Houfe  too  much  to  the  variable  and  flu£luating  fenti- 
ments  of  the  government  of  France,  which  have  interpofed  diffi- 
culties in  the  way  of  a  mutual  exchange  of  prifoners. 

In  May  1793,  when  the  Commiflioners  for  fick  and  wounded 
Seamen  had  tlic  care  of  prifoners,  all  oflScers  of  the  ufual  rank, 
both  in  the  French  and  merchants'  fervice,  were  admitted  to  parole 
upon  the  fame  allowance  as  during  the  laft  war,  viz.  one  (hilling 
per  dlcm  to  commillioncd  officers,  and  (ixpence  to  inferior  officers: 
this  was  doubled  when  they  were  fick.  In  May  1794,  it  was  in- 
creafcd  to  eighteen  pence  and  nine  pence. 

In  17Q4,  after  the  fuccefs  of  the  Britifli  forces  in  the  Weft 
Indies,  fcveral  hired  tranfports,  chartered  by  the  Navy  Board, 
were  ordered  by  Admiral  Sir  John  Jervis,  as  cartels  lo  convey 
French  prifoners  of  war  to  St.  M aloes  in  France,  where,  upon 
their  arrival,  they  were  feized  by  the  French,  and  the  crews  made 
prifoners  of  war. 

Noiwithdanding  the  little  encouragement  which  this  violeot  pro- 
ceeding held  out  for  promoting  a  cartel,  in  March  1795,  Sir  Frede- 
rick Eden  was  fcnt  to  Fi  ance  to  propofe  an  exchange  of  prifoners, 
i:pon  the  known  and  cuflomary  principle,  which  had  been  adopted 
between  the  two  countries  in  17S0,  viz.  man  for  man,  and  rank 
for  rank,  or  for  an  equivalent  in  men  or  money.  The  proppfal 
was  referred  to  the  Commiflioners  of  Public  Safety,  and  rejected, 
on  the  £;roimd  of  the  advantage  which  a  refloration  of  prifoDcrs 
would  give  to  Gre.it  Britain,  wliich  was  (as  they  faid)  evidently 
in  want  of  foldicrs  and  failori",  while  France,  which  carried  on  the 
war  wi'.h  the  niafs  of  the  people,  had  more  forces  than  were  nc- 
tcfTary  to  complete  the  conqueft  of  all  her  enemies. 

Nothing  p.irii«.ular  appears  to  have  occurred  on  this  fubjeA  till 
January  1790,  when  the  Tranfport  Board  undertook  the  manage- 
ment o\  cartels.  Complaints  were  made  by  the  maflers  of  cartel 
fliips,  of  ihcir  boats  being  taken  away  from  them  by  the  French 
guardlhips,  and  of  the  (hips  being  fent  back  immediately,  empty, 
without  rci'ard  to  wind  or  weather.  Soon  afterwards,  Mr.  Char- 
rctic  entcTLd  upon  his  fundlions  as  before  mentioned,  and  an- 
nounced himftlt  by  a  propofal  to  the  Britifli  government,  that  all 
prifoners  of  both  nations  fhould  return  to  their  refpc£live  countries, 
and  that  the  rej^ulatiun  of  the  exchange  fliould  be  deferred  till  the 
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Ttturn  of  peace.  This  prepoderous  and  unprecedented  propofal 
vras  of  courfc  decidedly  refufed,  as  a  balaficc  of  more  than  five 
thoufand  men  was  due  to  Great  Britain  upon  the  exchanges  which 
had  already  taken  place.  Mr.  Charretie  promifed  that  the  French 
government  fhould  keep  the  balance  down  as  much  as  poflibley 
but  (till  adhered  to  the  propofition  of  a  general  and  immediate  re- 
leafe  (as  before  ftated)  without  regard  to  numbers. 

On  the  1 8th  of  April  1796,  Captain  Sir  Sidney  Smith  was  taken 
prifoncr,  while  endeavouring  to  cut  a  vefTel  out  of  the  mouth  of 
the  Seine,  before  Havre.  The  necelfary  meafures  appear  to  have 
been  taken  for  cffcdtuating  his  exchange  for  an  officer  of  equal 
rank  ;  and  at  the  fame  time  the  French  agent  was  informed,  that 
if  Sir  Sidney  Smith  and  his  officers  were  rcleafed,  any  French  pri- 
foners  of  the  fame  rank,  wbo  might  be  pointed  out  by  the  French 
government,  would  be  exchanged  for  them  ;  Captain  Bergeret,  of 
the  Virginie  frigate,  was  likewife  allowed  to  go  to  France  for  that 
purpofe;  but  he  found,  that  though  at  firfl  Sir  Sidney  Smith  was 
regarded  by  the  French  government  as  a  prifoner  of  war  taken  in 
arms,  yet  that  it  was  afterwards  thought  proper  to  conlider  him  in 
another  light. 

This  event  feems  to  have  given  a  new  turn  to  the  negotiation 
on  the  fubjefl  of  cartel  ;  one  fide  claiming  his  releafe  on  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  law  of  nations,  the  other  wishing  to  detain  him  upon  a 
dillinftion  which  they  have  never  thought  fit  fairly  to  define.  He 
was  conveyed  to  Paris,  and  kept  in  clofe  confinement,  nobody  being 
allowed  accefs  tu  him  ;  even  the  Swcdifli  minifter  met  with  a  re- 
fufal,  when  he  aj)plied  for  leave  to  vifit  him.  All  remonftrancc 
on  our  part  was  difrc^^arded,  and  all  application  for  his  releafe  on 
parole  ineffectual;  and  the  care  of  him  was  transferred  fometimes 
to  the  ininiilcr  ot  jiilhcc,  and  fometimes  to  the  minifter  of  marine, 
it  fcoming  never  to  be  perfedlly  determined  in  what  light  he  ihould 
be  confidcred. 

In  the  mean  time  Mr.  Charretie  perfiftcd  in  the  plan  of  a  full 
exchange,  and  endeavoured  to  throw  the  blame  of  delay  on  the 
Britidi  j;ovcmment,  for  adhering  fo  ftridily  to  a  principle  of  ex* 
change  which  was  to  include  Sir  Sidney  Smith.  He  delivered  a 
projet,  which  was  in  great  part  approved  ;  and  in  order  to  facili- 
tate (he  nicafure  of  a  cartel,  and  to  remove  all  difficulties,  Mr. 
Swinburne  was  lent  to  Trance  in  the  fame  character  and  capacity 
as  .Mr.  Charretie  had  been,  but  his  miifion  docs  not  fcem  to  have 
had  the  dclircd  ctFcvfl. 

I  ivc  months  having  clapfed  fince  Sir  Sidney  Smithes  captivity, 
and  there  being  no  appearance  of  the  French  relaxing  in  their  fc- 
vcrity,ihcy  were  informed  (through  Mr.  Charretie)  in  September, 
that  unlcls  he  ihould  be  permitted  to  enjoy  the  privileges  ufually 
granted  to  pri Toners  (>f  his  rank,  all  the  French  parole  prifoncrs 
v*   Ef:;  'and  lliCi;ld    be  orJcred  into  ftri<5l  confinement.     Various 
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aftcmpis  were  maJc  by  the  Britifh  government  to  bring  about  an 
txchani^c  of  pri Toners,  and  the  moft  liberal  offers  were  made  for 
that  piirpofc,  but  without  cffl-ft. 

In  February  1 797*  Mr.  Swinbnrne  figncd  a  preliminary  conven* 
tion,  in  which  Sir  Sidney  Smith  was  not  afluaily  mentioned.  He 
agreed  to  the  propofcils  of  the  French  government  in  every  refpeA, 
except  that  which  declared,  that  all  the  prifoners  in  polFeliion  of 
the  power  having  the  greatell  number  flroulJ  be  immediately  re- 
leafed,  and  alfo  that  which  related  to  the  perfons  banilhcd  from  the 
colonics;  both  which  fiihjeas  being  left  by  him  mi  referaiJum, 
were  coniidcred  inadmiilible  by  the  Britifli  government,  and  the 
convention  was  never  confidered  in  this  country  as  ratified. 

In  order,  however,  to  meet  as  much  as  polHble  the  views  of  the 
French  government,  as  cxpreflcd  in  thofe  two  articles,  Mr.  Swin- 
burne was  directed  to  propofe  a  flrpulation,  tliat  tlic  j)uwer  poirdF- 
ing  the  great  ell  number  of  prrfoners  Ihould  releafc  one  thoufanct 
over  and  ahuve  the  balance  of  exchange  ;  and  that  if  this  Ihould  be 
confcntcd  to,  and  if  Sir  Sidney  Smith  ihould  be  included  in  a  plan 
for  general  exchange,  that  a  treaty  ihould  be  immediately  entered 
into. 

In  the  beginning  of  Aprrl  Mr.  Swinburne  was  ordered  to  Fon- 
tainbleau,  by  a  decree  of  the  Executive  Dired\ory,  which  (iated, 
**  That  the  preliminary  convention  left  nothing  to  be  done  but 
the  meafures  required  for  the  execution  of  it;  and  that  this  cir- 
cumiKmce  rendered  the  prefence  of  the  Commilfarv  unneceirary  at 
Pans." 

The  rcfolution  of  the  Britifh  government  was  not  made  know.i 
to  ihc  Lxecuiivc  Direflory  till  15th  Augufi,  and  on  the  28th  they 
di  creed, '^  That  Sir  Sidney  Smith  (hould  be  confidered  as  a  prifonet 
of  war,  and  as  Inch  fufcejitible  of  exchange,  and  might  be  ex- 
changed agaiiill  a  French  oflicer  of  equal  rank  ;  bnt  that  the  ex- 
cliaiige  was  ni)t  to  take  place  till  the  Rritifli  government  fliouidnot 
(Miiy  ratify  the  article  in  the  preliminary  convention^  which  had 
b'jeii  before  objeclcd  to,  but  fljould,  in  confcquencc,  fend  back  to 
i  rauce  at  leall  lour  tiioufand  French  prifoners  above  the  number 
tliat  uiii'Jit  be  exchanged  by  the  return  to  this  country  of  all  the 
Jkilidi  prifoners  then  in  France;  and  that  this  acN'ancc  of  t'ouT 
thouraii'.i  men  ih;}ui  i  not  be  accounted  for  till  a  peace  Ihould  takc 
pi.iee. 

'I'iiis  jin^i-ofal  was  eagerly  embraced  by  Mr.  Swinburne,  but  of 
courfe  n::v  ctcil  by  thi!=  country ;  belore,  however,  the  refulal  was 
knowi),  tiie  Diierlory  took  a  ilcp  which  left  no  doubt  of  their  in- 
I  miuouj  i  tur  tliey  p-illed  another  decree,  allowing  indeed  Sir  Sidney 
Sini;li  10  u  Mtc  to  the  Triiilh  agent,  but  declaring  he  (hoiild  not  be 
:>;  parol;  till  tlie  llipulations  of  the  preceding  decree  were  ratified, 
::n<i  that  he  ihoul  i  not  Ik  fent  to  England  till  all  the  foux  thoufand 
1)1  11  li;:d  ;e;urn-.-l  to  riun:':, 
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In  anfwer  to  the  flipulations  contained  in  the  two  aborf- 
mentioned  decrees,  it  was  again  propofcd  to  the  French  govern-i 
cnent  to  eflabliih  a  general  cartel  on  the  liberal  terms  which  had 
been  before  offered,  and  they  were  diftindlly  informed  that  his  Ma- 
jefty  would  on  no  account  agree  to  exceed  the  number  therein  of- 
fered of  one  thonfand  in  advance  upon  the  general  balance  of  ex- 
change ;  in  cafe  of  a  refnfal,  a  pofitive  demand  of  parole  was  made 
for  Sir  Sidney  Smith  :  they  were  at  the  fame  time  afliired,  that  un- 
Icfs  a  favourable  anfwer  was  received  before  the  25th  of  Novem- 
ber, the  threat  which  had  fo  long  been  hung  out  would  be  put 
into  execution,  and  on  that  day  all  the  French  officers  on  parole 
in  England  would  be  put  into  clofe  confinement.  This  accordingly 
took  place  ;  and  the  French  government  having  (howed  no  difpo- 
fiiion  to  relax  in  their  treatment  of  Sir  Sidney  Smith,  it  remains  (b 
at  prcfcnt.  A  fliort  time  previous  to  this,  the  recall  of  Mr.  Swin« 
burne  had  been  announced,  and  Captain  Cotes  had  been  appointed 
in  his  room.  In  one  of  his  fird  interviews  with  the  commiflioncrt 
of  exchange,  it  is  curious  to  ohferve,  that  they  infided  upon  the 
balance  again il  France  (of  fcven  thoufand  and  nineteen  men,  to 
January  lii,  1797J  being  done  away  by  the  convention  of  Mr. 
Swinburne,  though  that  convention  had  never  been  ratified  by  the 
Britifh  government. 

Notwithftanding  the  repeated  refufals  of  the  BritiOi  govern- 
ment to  accede  to  the  extravagant  demands  of  France,  yet  it  ap- 
pears that  another  attempt  was  to  be  made.  A  propoiition  for  a 
general  and  immediate  exchange  was  made  by  the  French  govern- 
ment to  Captain  Cotes  *,  and  Mr.  Gallois,  who  came  over  to  Eng- 
land as  fuccciror  to  Mr.  Charrctic,  repeated  the  application  on  the 
fame  terms  as  had  been  repeatedly  rejefled.  As  he  did  not  appear 
fo  be  authorized  by  the  Dircdory  to  treat  on  any  other  terms,  and 
as  he  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  care  of  the  prifoners  (another 
agent  having  been  appointed  for  that  fpecial  purpofe),  his  prefence 
in  this  country  was  dctiTKrd  unnecelFary  by  the  Britifh  government, 
and  till  he  fhould  receive  an  anfvvcr  from  France,  he  was  ordereti 
to  refide  at  the  diftancc  often  miles  from  London.  He  immedi- 
ately applied  for  a  pafl'port,  and  returned  to  France. 

SuJ\  IS  the  prefent  llate  of  the  negotiation  with  France  on  the 
fubjcd  of  a  cartel.  Your  Committee  muft  obferve,  that  after  the 
fi^nin^  the  preliminary  convention  of  17th  Februarv  I797t  the 
FrcMvh  hcL;an  tf>  fit  out  cartel  (hips  for  carrying  prifoners  to  and 
from  this  country  ;  and  in  the  finnmer  of  1797,  many  Britifh  pri- 
foners returned  from  France,  in  exchange  for  whom  Mr.  Char- 
retle  u.is  in(li:L'.rd  with  pennifTion  toembark  fuch  French  prifoncis 
av  he  thoiight  proper  t(»  feled  ;  but  he  having  abufcd  this  permif- 
fjon,  it  wa^  neceliarily  difcontinucd  about  the  month  of  Auguft, 
and  the  I  lench  have  lincc  claimed  it  ns  a  matter  of  rli:ht.  The 
rclult  ot   tlic  fcvcral  cxchanijcs  which   have   taken  place  fincc 
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ift  January  1797,  cither  on  Britifli  or  French  cartel  (hips,  is, 
that  a  liirthcr  balance  of  two  thoufancl  nine  hundred  and  ninety- 
five  men  is  due  to  this  country  fincc  that  period ;  fo  that  the  total 
balance  in  favour  of  Great  Britain,  fmcc  the  commencement  of 
the  war,  is  no  lefs  than  ten  thoufand  and  fourteen  men,  including 
a  very  great  proportion  of  officers. 

Having  gone  through  the  different  heads  of  their  inquiry,  your 
Committee  have  come  to  the  following  refol'itions  : 

Kcfoivedy  I'hat  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  the 
charge  of  cruelty  towards  French  prifoncrs  of  war,  which  has  been 
brought  againft  this  country^  is  utterly  void  of  foundation,  and  ap- 
pears to  have  been  fabricated  and  induftrioufly  fupported  by  the 
enemy,  for  the  double  purpofe  of  juflifying  their  own  ill  treatment 
of  Ikitilh  prifoncrs,  and  of  irritating  the  minds  of  their  country- 
men aguinil  this  nation* 

Refolvcd,  That  it  is  the  opinio/i  of  this  Committee,  that  the 
Britilh  prifoncrs  of  war  confined  in  France  have  been  treated  with 
a  dcgroc  of  rigour  and  inhumanity  unwarranted  by  the  ufages  cf 
"War  nmogg  civilized  nations. 

Rcf  lived,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  the 
Frit. Ill  :',ovL'rnmriit  has  :;hvay.s  ir.anifcftcd  a  defircof  entering  upon 
a  c.irtcl  cf  exchange  on  tl:e  mod  fair  and  liberal  terms;  that  it  has 
even  olTcrcd  to  acccdr;  U)  unv  which  i ould  be  adopted,  confiftcntly 
witli  wliat  is  due  to  indivi(liir:i>  and  10  the  nation;  and  that  the 
olnhKics  to  a  nck;oti:it:on  h.wj  a:i!i:n  tiom  tb.c  extravagant  and  un- 
precedented demands  of  i*';  uncc  ;  a:ui  from  the  rcfufal,  on  our 
part,  to  abandon  the  endontary  arid  a^  knowledged  principle  of  the 
law  of  nations,  which  has  bcm  ^rol^ly  violated  in  the  pcrfon  of 
Sir  Sidney  Smith. 


Ext  rail  frem  the  ofju'utl  OrJt}j  of  Co'j^ul  Tufc^  deliver  rd  to  blmbj 
Gthcial  ILchf,  pyfpaiatory  to  ha  lauding  in  fViiles* 

'HPHFRE  will  be  placed  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Tate  a 
budy  of  troops,  coiiipletely  organized,  to  the  number  of  one 
thoufurd  and  ntt),  all  rclulute,  determined  men,  with  whom  he 
may  undertake  any  thing:  they  arc  to  be  called  La  Jeconde  Legm 
dcs  Francs, 

Tile  dcltnu'lion  of  Urillol  is  of  the  very  lafl  importance,  and 
every  poinble  efKcut  lliouid  be  made  to  accomplifli  it.  For  this 
purp«»re  it  win  be  proper  to  reconnoitre  the  mouth  of  the  Severn 
in  the  day-time,  and  to  fail  up  the  Avon  at'night-fall,  within  five 
miles  o^the  tov^'u,  where  t!ic  landing  ihould  be  made,  on  the  right 
batik,  in  the  greateit  filence  ;  and  the  troops  being. ftipplied  with 
combullibic  matter,  Colonel  Tate  is  to  advance  rapidly,  in  the 
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dark,  on  that  fide  of  Brlftol  which  may  be  to  windward,  and  Imrtir- 
diattly  to  fet  fire  to  tlmt  quarter.  If  the  enterprifc  be  condu<3ed 
with  dexterity,  it  cannot  fail  to  produce  the  total  ruin  of  the  town, 
the  port,  the  docks,  and  the  veflels,  and  to  ftrike  terror  and  amaze- 
ment into  the  very  heart  of  the  capital  of  England. 

The  expedition  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Tate  has  in  view 
three  principal  objcd^s  :  the  firft  is,  if  poflible,  to  raifc  an  infurrcc- 
tion  in  the  country  ;  the  fecond  is,  to  interccjpt  and  embarrafs  the 
commerce  of  the  enemy  ;  and  the  third  is,  to  prepare  and  facilitate 
the  way  for  a  defccnt,  by  diftrafting  the  attention  of  the  Englifli 
government. 

In  all  countries,  the  poor  arc  the  clafs  mod  prone  to  infurrec- 
tion  ;  and  this  difpofiiion  is  to  be  forwarded  by  diftributing  mo- 
ney and  drink,  by  inveighing  againft  the  government  as  the  caufe 
of  the  public  diflrefs,  by  recommending  and  facilitating  a  rifing 
to  plunder  the  public  (lores  and  magazines,  and  the  property  of 
the  rich,  whofe  affluence  is  the  natural  fubjcft  of  envy  to  the 
poor. 

It  is,  notwithflanding,  to  be  obfervcd,  that,  however  defc6live 
may  be  the  morality  of  the  Englifh  people,  they  have  ftiil  a  refpeft 
for  the  laws  and  their  magiftrates,  even  in  the  moment  of  infiir* 
reflion  ;  it  will  be  therefore  advifable  to  fpare,  as  much  as  pof- 
fible,  the  property  of  thofe  who  may  be  in  any  civil  fundion,  and 
even  of  the  country  gentlemen  ;  and  all  impofitions  fhoiild  be  laid 
on  the  peers,  the  men  of  rank  and  high  fortune,  the  clergy,  thofc 
who  fcrvc  as  officers  in  the  army  and  navy,  and  efpecially  in  the 
militia  ^  of  all  fuch^  the  country  feats,  farms,  woods,  cattle,  and 
corn,  rtiould  be  gi^fjcn  up  to  be  plundered  by  the  people.  Thefc 
predatory  txcurfions  (hould  be  made  in  different,  and  even  diftant 
quarters,  by  detachments  of  two  or  three  hundred  men  each. 

The  commerce  of  the  enemy  in  the  country  is  to  be  interrupted 
by  breaking  dov\n  bridges,  cutting  dykes,  and  ruining  caufeways, 
which  is,  at  the  fame  time,  eifentially  necelfary  for  the  prefcrvation 
of  the  army  ;  by  plundering  all  convoys  of  fubfiftencc,  the  public 
flagts  and  wagL;ons,  and  even  private  carriages  ;  the  cutting  off 
the  fiipplies  of  provi lions  from  the  principal  towns,  burning  all 
vcfftls  and  bout!i  on  the  rivers  and  canals,  deAroying  magazines, 
fctting  fire  to  docks  and  coal -yards,  rope-walks,  great  manufa£lo- 
rics,  Sec.  &c.  It  is  to  be  obferved  likewifc,  that  by  thefc  means 
a  crov\d  of  artifan^i  will  he  thrown  out  of  empl(>ymcnt,  and,  of 
coiirfe,  ready  To  cn.bark  in  any  mcafurc  which  holds  out  to  them 
fubfiftcrre  and  pliiruier,  without  labour  or  fatij^ue. 

'J  he  fiiccefs  of  the  expedition  will  likewifc  be  materially  for- 
warded by  (lilarmirig  the  militia,  by  burning  the  arfenals  in  the 
fca-ports,  by  ftoppini^  the  couriers  of  Government,  by  feducing  the 
enemy's  troops  to  dcfeit,  and  by  the  terror  which  the  fucccfs  of 

the 
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the  legion,  and  the  progrefs  of  the  infurreAion,  will  carr}'  into  the 
bofoms  of  the  iinvvarlike  citizens. 

In  order  lo  fprcad  the  panic  as  generally  as  poflible,  the  legion 
is  to  be  divided  into  fcvcral  columns,  having  fettled  a  common  ren- 
dezvous, wlu  re  they  are  to  udemble  every  four,  fix,  or  eight  days. 
The  iiil.ahiiants  muft  be  obliged  to  ferve  as  guides,  and  any  who 
rctufv"  are  to  be  puiiilhed  on  the  fpot ;  the  magiftrates,  or  fome  of 
their  faniilic;,  aie  always  to  be  employed  in  preference,  on  this 
feivice,  thai  they  inay  not  accufe  or  punifh  the  others. 

All  denunciations  againll  thofo  who  join  the  legion,  are  to  be 
pur.ilhed  with  death.  Wiiercvcr  the  legion,  or  any  of  its  co- 
lumns, is  pofled,  if  the  neiglibouring  pariihcs  do  not  give  inftant 
notice  of  the  approach  of  the  enemy,  whether  by  ringing  of  bclU, 
or  oiheruifo,  tiicy  are  to  be  given  up  to  fire  and  fword. 

Colonel  Tate  w  ill  not  omit  to  obfervc,  that  there  are  in  England 
numbers  of  French,  who  will  be  eager  to  join  him,  fuch  as  pri- 
foncrs  of  war,  foidiers  and  failors,  privates  in  the  Englifli  cmi- 
giant  regiments,  ami  a  crowd  of  others,  whom  want,  and  the  de- 
i!i\ot  vtngeaiice,  will  draw  to  his  (landard.  He  may  adx^iit  fuch 
Ficnchmen  into  the  legion  ;  but  he  will  obfervc  to  be  on  his 
guajvi,  thit  the  new-comers  may  not  raife  cabals  or  fadions,  efpc- 
ciaily  it  there  fhould  be  among  them  any  nobles  or  priefls,  whofc 
ambition  is  only  to  be  exceeded  by  their  cowardice.  Should  any 
fuch  atfcmpt  be  made,  he  will  take  care  to  punifli  it  moft  fevcrely. 

Colonel  Tate  will  encourage  all  deferters  and  prifoners  to  enter 
into  the  new  ctin^panies  before  mentioned :  fhould  fuch  prifoners 
rcfufc,  he  will  fliave  their  heads  and  eye-brows  ;  and  if  they  aic 
taken  again  in  arms,  they  are  to  be  fiiot. 

(SignedJ  L.  Hoche, 
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To  Colonel  TatCy  on  his  military  Operations  and  Marches* 

WITH  bokinefs  and  intelligence  combined,  you  may  eafily  pof- 
fs  yourftlf  ot  Ci.eiler  or  Liverpool,  which  you  will  ruin,  by 
b«;rniiii;  the  magazines,  and  filling  up  the  ports,  or  at  leaft  you 
riiay  cut  olV  all  C'»:nmunication  between  ihofe  cities  and  the  inte- 
rior. Th'Tc  is  another  objed^,  which  fliould  likewife  decide  you 
to  enter  thf^le  counties,  as  you  will  be  joined  there  by  two  other 
coiunwLs  of  Kreiurh  troops,  to  which  you  will  unite  that  under  your 
command,  if  the  General  commanding  the  expedition  in  chief 
Ihali  d(-Hre  it. 

In  ordtT  to  fprcad  the  conilcrnation  and  aftoniOimcnt  as  wide 
as  podible,  after  the  dellrudlion  of  Liverpool  (for  this  point  is 
capiialj,  v(ni  mufl  follow  your  blow,  and  fcize  upon  fomc  fmall 
town  (^r  fea  port  on  that  coall,  which  you  will  lay  under  con- 
tribution. 

Your 
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Your  foldicrs  arc  to  carry^  nothing  with  them  but  their  armi^ 
ammunition,  and  bread  ;  they  will  find  every  where  clotheSj  Jirien, 
and  ihoes  ;  the  inhabitants  may  fupply  your  waiits,  and  the  i^A?s 
of  the  gentry  are  to  be  your  roagaiines. 

In  cafe  your  pofition  (hould  be,  at  laft,  no  longer  tenable,  Of 
that  fuperior  forces  (houid  bompel  yon  to  quil  the  country  bor- 
dering on  the  Channel,  you  mull  not  lofe  an  iiiftaiit  to  join  twp 
Fn  nch  parties  fent  into  the  counties  of  York,  Durham,  and 
Northumberland.  In  that  cafe,  you  mud  fend  me  notice  into  Ir^ 
land,  that  I  may  be  enabled  to  execute  a  diverfion  in  your  favoiir. 
An  officer  in  difguife  may  reach  me,  either  byTciziiig  a  fithin^- 
bojt  un  t))c  coaft  of  Wales,  or  clfe  by  the  route  of  Scotland. 

(Signed)  L.  Hoc  he;" 
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Executive  DinAory. — Decree  of  the  13/A  Thermldor  (Augujl  2). 

^T"HE  Executive  Direfiory  having  heard  thejxpQr.t.of  the  nnt^ 
^  nifler  of  marine  and  the  colonies;  and  confidering  that  the 
news  recently  arrived  from  the  French  eolopics'aiid  ihc.  Qpil- 
tinent  of  America,  leave  not  a  doubt  that  the  Freoch  cruifcf$%  ot 
the  foi'd'ijant  French  cruifcrs,  have  infringed  the  laws  of  thc^TC- 
public  with  refpeA  to  prizes;  confidering  that  foreigners  and  pi- 
rates have  abufed  that  latitude  allowed  in  Cayenne  and  the  An- 
tilles to  neutral  vclTels,  cither  armed  oc  mercantile,  hv  do-iking 
under  the  French  flag  their  exadions,  and  violation  of  tfiat*  rt Ipel 
due  to  the  rights  of  nations,  as  well  with  regard  to  the  pcrfAns^as 
the  properties  of  allies  of  neutral  powers  ;  decrees,  ^ 

Art.  I.  That  in  future  there  ihall  not  be  delivered  in  thr  co- 
lonics of  America,  any  letters  of  marqiic  or  reprifals,  or  pcrtviifTion^ 
to  arm,  citlicr  as  privarcers  or  as  armed  merchantmen,  except  hi 
the  particular  alTcnt  of  the  Directory  themfelves,  who  arc  n»»f 
permitted  to  delegate  tluir  power  to  any  one^  and  who  fliall  not 
cxerrifc  the  privilege  vrlhil  in  them,  but  in  favour  of  thofc  whofe 
principl  sthey  (hall  be  acquainted  with,  and  who,  more«)vcr,  1h:N 
be  boiiiul  to  conform  to  all  tlic  laws  relative  to  prizes,  and  cfpe^ 
ciallv  to  that  of  the  ift  O£lobcr  179;?. 

II.  All  letters  of  marque  orreprifal,  or  pcrmiflions grant ed  iri 
the  c».!  nl:  s  of  America,  by  the  particular  agents  of  tf)-.-  Dir 
Tcc\r,x\'^  or  Oilier  civil  and  military  agents  imdcr  tht  ir  oniric*  tn 
:ir:ii,  either  as  piiv:iteers  or  armed  merchantmen,  are  conl'ifl'.riil  j«; 
of  r.otffccl  after  th*-  thirtieth  day  from  the  publication  of  ihii  prc^ 
fcnt  fitciee  in  t!]c  French  colonies. 

in.  Every  a^/nr,  or  perfon  under  him,  in  any  of  the  neuTral 
p«^(re(Tlons,  whofe  duty  it  is  to  judge  of  the  validity  of  the  prized 
irj'r  bv  Fr<-nch  cruiftrb,  wholhall  be  fufpcdcd  of  having  any  in- 
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tcrcft,  dircft  or  indircft,  in  any  of  the  privateers  or  armed  mer- 
chantmen! (hall  be  immediately  recalled. 

IV.  The  particular  agents  of  the  Executive  DircAory  at 
Cayenne,  St.  Domingo,  and  Guadaloupe,  fhall  be  careful  ihat 
the  interefts  and  property  of  neutral  velFels  are  fciupulouily  at- 
tended to  ;  and  in  no  cafe  ihall  they  difpofe  of  the  cargo  but  at  a 
fair  valuation^  and  to  the  entire  fatisfadlion  of  the  contracting 
parties. 

V.  The  faid  particular  agents  of  the  Executive  DireSory,  the 
commanders  of  all  the  fliips  of  the  republic,  the  confuls,  the  vicc- 
confuls,  and  all  others  invefted  with  powers  to  this  cffcA,  {ha!! 
:iTTeA  and  punifli,  conformably  to  the  laws,  all  thofe  who  fhall 
oppofe  the  prefent  decree,  which  flialj  be  printed  in  the  bulletin  oi 
the  laws,  and  with  the  execution  of  which  the  miniAers  for  foreign 
affairs,  of  the  marine,  and  of  the  colonies,  are  charged. 

(Signed)  Merlin,  lYcfident. 

Lagarde,  Sec.  Gen. 


Jitter  from  the  Miniftcr  for  Foreign  Affairs  to  Mr.  Gerry ^  EKv:y 
from  the  United  States,  written  on  the  Occafion  of  tranfmitting  blm 
his  Pajfport. 

J^aris,  24th  Mefftdor  {July  12),  tth  yar 
of  the  French  refuhtic. 

EVER  fince  I  have  flattered  myfelf.  Sir,  with  fulfilling  the 
wiihcs  of  the  Executive  Direaory,  by  uflng  my  eSbrts,  in 
conjundion  with  yourfelf,  to  eflablifli  a  good  underftandlng  be- 
tween the  French  republic  and  the  United  States,  I  have  endea- 
voured, not  only  in  the  conference  I  have  had  with  you,  but  alfo 
in  the  courfe  of  our  correfpondcnce,  to  fmooth  the  road,  weigh  all 
the  advantages,  and  enter  into  a  full  difcuflion  of  whatever  was 
recefTary  to  convince  you  of  the  utility  of  your  prefence  at  Paris. 
It  is  in  your  quality  of  envoy  of  the  American  government  that 
I  would  receive  you,  that  I  would  write  to  you.  It  depends  upon 
vourfelf  to  be  publicly  acknowledged  by  the  Executive  DireAory. 
\Vithout  conforming  to  your  opinion,  as  to  the  alteration  which 
the  departure  of  Mttfrs,  Pinckncy  and  Marfliall  has  produced  re- 
lative tu  the  full  powers  to  xxtvil  feparGtely^  with  which  I  under* 
fiand  you  were  invcfted,  it  appeared  to  me  that,  in  the  Qtuation  in 
which  you  were  placed,  you  were  to  refer  the  queftion  to  your 
government ;  and  in  the  interval  you  were  to  fctik  all  the  points 
in  (lifTcrencc,  by  a  calm  and  amicable  difcuflion  with  onyfelf. 

This  procedure  was  the  more  natural,  inafmuch  as  fetting  afide 
the  certain  knowledge  your  government  had  of  the  oflFer  to  treat  with 
you,  afttr  the  departure  of  your  colleagues.  My  note  of  the  28th 
Ventofc,  which  (huuld  iiave  res^chqd  Philadelphia  towards  the  cnJ 
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#f  Floreali  left  no  fort  of  doobt  ufKm  thff  fubjeft.  Jt  caounnei 
three  objeas  peffeAly  i^^d:  It  clie  t^  pbcelt  panted-  tiut^ 
with  that  dignity  beoamutf  tfie^French  goitrnmeikt,  thirffi<^ot 
redreffing  the  compUints  ot  tbe  tli^il^^t^^  as  dWicuhuriMl  bf 
their  en voys  on  the  aStfii  of  diepreoDd&flftiont^  r^ivble.'''Itiiia| 
reprefented  the  motives  which  i^lMwi^^ib'pf^^ 
lion  being  concluded  with  the  envoys  coll6&iveIy;  Finally,  it  Uim 
lemnly  declared  the  conciliatory  diipofition  t|f  the  ExeeutM  OU 
redory^  its  formal  defirt  of  renewing  between  the  two  c^Hti^rfea 
the  bands  of  their  ancient  friendfliipf  ttd  the  intention  oif  treating 
with  yoiu    A  declaration  fo  explicit  was  made  ftt^  no  other,  jpw* 

fiofe  than  to  futnjfli  the  Prefiaent  of  th^  United  States  with  ib 
nfallible  means  of  an  accommodation.  It  was  a  pted^  it  h^ 
ture  peace/  I  prefumed  ybit  would  not  ddky,recetv{n|^  nmllar  iiur 
ftruaions  from  other  powers,  if  they  wefe  AeceRary;  t>r  at  leaft^ 
if  vou  had  announced  to  the  Prefid^nt  of  the  United  States^  your 
deure  of  returning  to  America,  that  anbther  envoy  would  bavo 
been  fent  to  have  confummated  the  happy  work  which  we  bad 
the  fatisfadion  of  preparing. 

With  hope^  fo  juuly  founded,  were^ccmne^ed  cbnddmticMus 
Upon  the  inconvenience  of  your  dejpartuce.  >I  hpe  njade  yQii 
fenfibl^  that,  notwithftandiog  the  aQuranciei  juxjji  gjive  nje,  nji  turn 
can  believe  that  it  depended  wholly  otf  yotir  own  wiU,^0ii  tti" Api* 
nion  of  the  invalidity  of  your  powers,  ^r  on  a  defiie  jN^  tiimifti^g 
the  care  of  the  negotiation  tp  othef  Hands.  I  have  intimatecl  m 
vou  the  conjedurcs  which  were  raifed ;  the  part^afied  by  the 
binet  of  Great  Briiain,  which  fpares  M  nttaiu  lOTtfApe  SU 
and  the  United  States  to  extiemftiet  by  jiriikh  it  tiOM  b^^ 
profit,  and  the  fulbicions  conceived  by  tfe'Fitl>cif»vemqMWirii>w 
1  have Wde  you  forefee  the  pontile  confcftiuc|itrf  tbeaig,  Mpf 
acddeiits  have  already  retaidod  the  uniM  m  t)M  -two  itfMSmi'-  ■ 
It  is  kllowed  to  that  one  whidi  fioidefefy  difim  pHn^to  bt 
alarnjiid  by  hew  fears.  *     " 

Th^fe  conflderations,  of  which  I  ftdl  be  ever  ffood^^  InnNi 
siaBe  ihe  iefift  the  defire  you  bate  lliowni^lq^  f|eit  Fkiiaoi  'Yeii 
however  abfolutely  inflft  upon  it  io  ybuy  fetter  of  ibeattd.  of  thli 
mobtfi.'  The  Direaoiy  bm  id  cooAiyp^^ 
franfmit  you  the  pafiports  yoof  inquire  .'f!;tf|bofftlfeildllMrfdfil 
whiich  18  to  convey  you^ to  Havre.  Yoo  ^9rtL  hMewidi-  lioti'io 
theni.  •  ^ !      ',"•.•■. 

Mav  y^nir  return  to  the  Unit^  Stately  Ml  "iho  coamiiUMcofcis. 
of  what  has  paflcd  between  Us  (ince  you  hkvo  mnefbited  yoor  (o» 
vernment,  deftroy  the  inj^urious opinibtt  entettmllied of 'tliellQfilp 
iotentibns  of  France.  Ybu  bav^  often  fepriflAed  |0  ooe,  fiobs  yoU 
urged' your  departure,  that  if  yoii  eould'Aot  tmaft  at  eoeiivojft 
your  good  offices  in  the  United  Sta[tes».ikiflieo4f|Kity  of  optiMl^ 
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nuniUl  not  be  wanting.  You  cannot  rcncler  the  two  countres 
a  moiu  fignul  fcrvicc,  than  in  contributing  to  place  their  political 
.md  coinmcrcial  relations  in  concordance  with  their  inclination 
aiid  their  intcrcll.  Allure  your  govcinment,  that  the  Executive 
Directory  pcrfcvcrcs  in  the  intention  of  conciliating  the  dif- 
ferences between  the  French  republic  and  the  United  States,  as 
foon  as  a  fair  occafion  ihall  preicnt  itfclf.  If  it  is  true  that  the 
difpofitions  of  your  government  are  correfpondcnt,  let  it  give  a 
proof  of  them,  and  be  afTured  beforehand  of  fuccefs. 

You  cannot  dillimulate,  Sir,  that,  if  there  is  not  any  thing  to 
hinder  yen  from  perufing,  in  conjunction  with  me,  the  examin- 
ation and  conciliation  of  the  griefs  that  divide  the  two  countries, 
there  is  no  <H:caf:on  of  delay  for  want  of  rcfpe£live  ratifications. 

Who  wii!  doubt  the  finccrity  of  the  French  government,  when 
It  is  known  that  for  three  months  every  propofition  has  proceeded 
from  mc;  and  that,  faithful  to  the  engagements  made  in  my  note 
of  tiu  :2:;i  Vi'n^^fe,  I  was  the  firft  fcrioufly  to  prcfs  the  nego- 
Tin'ii^n  nrt-^'r  the  departure  of  MtfTrs.  Pinckney  and  Marfhall? 

1  :;!!'t  thai  u  will  not  be  faid  that  the  refiifal  to  treat  with  them 
vT'ds  a  denial  of  conciliatory  meafures^  when  the  refu(al  was  ac- 
contpanicd  with  a  promife  to  treat  with  you;  and  you  by  yci:r 
tull  :)c);\t.is  was  authotized  to  treat  feparately.  I  will  not  ceafc 
to  uij^e  this  point,  becaufe  it  is  the  bafisof  the  opinion  the  goveni- 
rhcnt  mull  iorm  ;  and  even  admitting  you  were  bound  by  fccrct 
f'-lrrlcticms,  I  could  not,  at  leaft  in  my  own  mind,  oppufe  that 
whi/h  1  did  not  know  from  any  other  ollenfible  fource  of  belief. 

Y:-^,  >ir,  I'.ardly  was  I  informed  of  the  departure  of  Mr. 
P'iri'kiicy,  w hen  I  endeavoured  in  every  conference  I  had  with  you 
T  jiiint  oMt  to  y(iu  the  urgency,  the  convenience,  and  the  polfi- 
oiliTV  r.{  iin  active  ragcdiation.  I  colleded  your  iiicas  i  they  dif- 
Uic.K*,  Irom  mine;  I  fouglit  to  reconcile  them.  I  was  about  to 
ha.T  Tr;uifmi«!cd  propolitions  to  you,  when  a  meflage  from  ycur 
^'  \  cMin.^.:.:  arrived  at  Ilavro.  You  then  appeared  to  prepare  for 
\orr  lijp^rMire:  ii!l  then  I  never  conceived  you  had  the  defign  ci 
cnil>;irkin2,  till  we  had  come  to  fomc  agreement  as  to  the  defi- 
liirivc  articlfs  to  be  ratified  by  your  government.  A  few  da\? 
after,  I  rccvivcd  packets  from  Philadelphia,  the  contents  of  whicli 
ir'.!ra:u!y  j^avc  a  di III- rent  turn  to  my  correfpondencc  wiih  you. 
Thv  ?.'(}  !*i?-:ria],  I  nDtiiiod  to  you  that  the  difpofitions  of  the 
K\-CiKirc  Direclnry  were  the  fame,  and  I  rcquelted  you  to  dt- 
rlifL*  if  yj»u  weic  ai  lri!^?}i  in  a  filuation  to  negotiate.  The  jcth 
P;a:i:a!,  I  tranrmiitcd  you  a  complete  plan  of  the  negotiation. 
The  (j'\\  Mcflidor,  I  font  you  my  firft  note,  difcufling  one  of  the 
points  of  our  treaties  which  had  not  been  executed  in  the  Unitci 
Slatjf.  You  declined  anfwcring  it.  The  i8ih  of  MeHidor,  I 
lent  you  t  .vu  others.     It  was  ia  vain  I  accompanied  thefe  note$ 
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vrith  the  mod  cordial  invitation  to  enter  fpcedily  on  that  fertes  of 
difcuflion  indifpenfable  for  the  removal  of  our  grievances.  You 
have  not  even  given  me  an  ppportunity  of  proving  to  you  this 
liberality  of  the  Executive  DireSory.  Finally,  you  have  never 
written  except  on  the  fubjef^  of  your  departure  ;  and  yet  it  is  tho 
French  republic  that  is  accufed  in  the  United  States  of  not  wifli- 
ing  for  peace. 

Perfidious  inftigators  will  infinuate  that  it  has  not  always  wiflied 
for  it.  I  will  refer  them  to  the  epoch,  when,  for  the  firft  time, 
fymptoms  of  difcontent  were  manifefted ;  that  is  to  fay,  on  tha 
arrival  of  the  minifter  Genet  at  Philadelphia,  in  the  month 
Prairial,  the  firft  year,  a  univerfal  joy  pervaded  the  United  States 
on  account  of  the  declarations  he  was  charged  to  make.  He  then 
exprefTed  the  amicable  and  generous  intentions  of  the  French 
government,  which,  ftrong  in  its  own  national  energy,  abftained 
from  calling  forth  the  aid  of  allies.  Soon  fome  of  the  meafures 
gave  umbrage ;  they  were  the  efFefls  of  a  zeal,  ill  adapted  to 
local  circumftanccs,  and  unhappily  worfe  interpreted.  The  Pre- 
fidcnt  made  his  complaints  to  France  at  the  end  of  the  fame  year. 
The  Committee  of  Public  Safety  gave  immediate  fatisfadlion ;  and 
other  agents  arrived  at  Philadelphia  the  beginning  of  Ventofe,  the 
fecond  year.  Their  inftruSions  will  bear  the  light  of  day;  they 
were  not  to  intermeddle  in  any  party  matters;  to  refpeft  the  go- 
vernment, to  endeavour  to  maintain  its  neutrality  with  vigour,  to 
reprefs  whatever  might  tend  to  dcftroy  it,  and  to  maintain  the 
rights  affured  to  France  by  treaties.  Such  was  the  fubftance  of 
them,  and  fuch  alfo  were  the  inftruflions  given  to  the  minifter 
Adet,  who  replaced  thole  agents  in  the  third  year.  Certainly 
nothing  could  be  more  pacific. 

In  the  mean  time  the  rights  of  France  were  infenfibly  neg- 
leflcd  ;  the  moft  important  claufes  of  its  treaties  were  rendered 
infignificant ;  its  vellels  experienced  the  moft  difcouraging  vex- 
ations. England  enjoyed  in  fafety  the  advantage  of  the  neutrality 
of  the  United  States,  which,  with  regard  to  too  confident  France, 
became  a  fource  of  lofles.  A  tranfadVion  clandcftinely  carried 
on  finiflied  the  fcene,  by  confccrating  to  the  detriment  of  a  friendly 
nation  the  pretenfions  of  its  implacable  enemy.  From  that  time 
there  was  nothing  but  adverfe  reprefcntations  between  the  Ame- 
rican government  and  the  minifters  plenipotentiary  of  the  French 
republic,  who  could  on  their  part  not  avoid  making  them ;  no- 
thing but  a  correfpondence  in  whicl>  acrimony  gained  ground 
more  and  more.  The  French  government  did  not  interfere ;  it 
remained  quiet,  in  the  hope  that  the  felf-intercft  of  the  United 
States  would  make  them  feel  that  England  was  drawing  them  into 
its  vortex.  Far  from  alfiiming  an  hoiiile  attitude,  it  affeftcd  in- 
difference, in  order  to  mariifslt  i:s  patience  wiiii  dignity.     The 
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crowd  of  complaints  which  poured  in,  compelled  it  to  quit  thif 
character.  It  declared  its  grievances  the  25th  Bruuiaire,  fifth 
year  ;  and  in  order  to  provoke  a  negotiation  too  lone  deferred,  it 
pointed  out  in  the  treaties  between  Paris  and  London  the  znoft 
proper  means  of  bailening  It.  No  view  of  aggreflion,  no  hof- 
tile  intention,  animated  it.  In  order  to  obtain  fome  judice  from 
the  United  States,  it  placed  them  under  the  neceflity  of  demand- 
ing juflice  themfclvcs*  Let  us  fee  if  it  has  refufed  any  honourable 
proportion  • 

Mr.  Pinckney  had  fet  ^out  before  the  declaration  of  the  25th 
Brumal re»  which  fufpended  the  habitual  relations.  He  came  to 
replace  Mr.  Monroe,  and,  like  him,  to  explain  and  palliate  the 
condudl  of  the  United  States,  without  any  fpecial  power  for  the 
negotiation  demanded  by  France.  FIc  could  not  be  received, 
fmcc  he  was  not  in  a  fituation  10  fulfil  the  conditions  annexed  to 
Lis  political  fituation.  The  Prefident  of  the  United  States  thought 
it  his  duty  to  convoke  extraordinarily  the  Lcgiflative  Body.  I 
will  not  recall  to  mind  his  fpecch  at  their  opening,  nor  the  turn 
the  debates  took  that  fcllion,  but  I  will  fay  the  impredion  it  made 
at  Paris  very  unfavourably  preceded  the  arrival  of  the  envoys. 
This  circumilancc  alone  uiicd  an  obllacle,  which  fliould  have 
been  forefccn  at  Pluladv^lpl.ia.  Ihc  envoys  thcmfelves  not  being 
willing  to  comprehend  the  natural  cScSt  of  this  kind  of  provo- 
cation, cuntrihiited  to  render  tlie  imprelEon  more  lading.  It 
ivas,  however,  fiiully  fuburdinate  to  the  primitive  defire  of  a 
iincere  concili.iiiiui.  Vou  uill  find  the  proof  of  this  in  the  expe- 
dient fuggcllcd  of  trcaiin;;  v\it!i  you  feparately;  for  a  government 
hoililely  dirpufcd,  would  not  liavc  adopted  fo  delicate  a  flep, 
which,  at  the  ranu*  liine  that  it  prcfervcd  its  honour,  manifeOed 
its  pacific  intentions.  You  have,  Sir,  given  me  to  undcrfland.  that 
it  would  have  been  proper  for  tiie  Executive  DireAory  to  have 
fupportcd  the  dcciurutiuns  1  njade  you  in  its  name,  by  a  change' of 
the  meafures  whi^  1]  upprcIRd  the  commerce  of  the  United  States, 
I  may  alFure  yon,  that  your  guvennnent  would  have  aflured  this 
objedi,  by  rc-cltnSiiihing  tjjc  French  republic  in  thofe  rights 
which  belonged  to  it  by  treaties.  Hut  let  us  be  lefs  fcrupulouf, 
and  more  equitable  lowards  each  other*  Although  the  meafures 
ot  France  are  i>nly  il.e  confequencc  i»t  thole  of  the  United  Stares, 
you  mnll  have  rcmaikcri  in  my  propofitions  of  the  30th  Prairial, 
what  the  intention  ot  the  Executive  Dircclory  is,  that  their  re- 
fpedive  pretcnfions  (hould  be  examined,  and  collaterally  regu- 
lated, it  intends  by  the  fame  ail  to  raifea  lafting  monument  of 
the  future  tricndlhip  of  the  two  republics,  and  the  juliice  they  owe 
to  each  other ;  and  no  idea  of  falfe  glory  enters  its  mind. 

In  taking  leave  of  you.  Sir,  I  have  thought  it  my  duty  to  yon 
to  otr'er  you  a  tcllimony  of  my  cileem.     I  could  no  otherwife  do 
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fo  than  by  the  freedom  with  which  I  have  addrcflTecl  yoii,  and  bf 
cxprefling  the  regret  I  feel  at  your  departure  under  the  piefcnt 
circumftanccs. 

Receive  the  aflbranccs  of  my  perfeft  refpcft, 

(Signedj        Ch.  M,  Talleyrand  Perigord. 

P.  S.  of  the  27th  MelUdor.  A  very  fcrious  circumftance,  Sir, 
has  retarded  the  fending  this  letter.  I  know  not  how  it  is,  that, 
at  every  ftep  towards  a  conciliation^  fome  fubjeft  of  irritation 
intervenes,  and  that  it  is  always  the  United  States  who  give  rife 
to  it. 

For  fome  days  various  advices  have  come  fo  the  Executive 
Dircftory.  It  feems  that  your  go\'emment,  overftepping  all 
bounds,  no  longer  ufes  any  precaution  to  cover  its  defigns. 

A  law  of  the  feventh  of  laft  month  authoiizes  the  attack  of 
every  French  (hip  of  war,  which  (hall  flop,  or  (hall  intend  to 
flop  American  velfcls.  A  refolution  of  the  Houfe  of  Reprefcnt- 
ativcs  fufpends  from  the  thirteenth  of  this  month  ail  commercial 
relations  with  the  French  republic  and  its  po(re(!ions.  Many 
plans  of  laws  have  been  propofed  to  exclude  the  .French,  and 
requeftrate  French  property. 

The  forbearance  of  the  French  Direflory  has  been  (hown  in  a 
manner  the  moft  unequivocal.  Perfidy  can  no  longer  throw  a  veil 
over  the  pacific  difpodtions  which  it  has  unceafingly  manifefted. 

It  is  even  at  the  moment  of  this  new  provocation,  which  feems 
to  leave  it  no  honourable  alternative  but  war,  that  it  confirms  the 
alTurances  I  have  made  on  its  part.  In  the  prefent  crifis,  it  con- 
fines itfelf  to  a  meafure  of  fafety  and  prefervation,  by  laying  an 
immediate  embargo  upon  American  velTels,  with  a  provifo  to  in* 
demnify  them,  if  it  can  be  done.  It  is  flill  ready,  and  is  as  welt 
difpofcd  as  ever  to  terminate,  by  a  negotiation,  the  differences 
which  fubfift  between  the  two  countries.  Such  is  its  repugnance 
to  confider  the  United  States  as  enemies,  that,  notwithftanding 
their  hoflile  preparations,  it  will  wait  until  it  is  irrefiflibly  im-» 
pelled  by  a£lual  hoflilities. 

If  you  muft,  Sir,  depart,  at  lead  hafte  to  traafmit  to  yourgo« 
vernment  this  folemn  declaration. 


Letter  from  Mr.  Gerry  to  the  Mlnijier  of  Foreign  Relations  of  thi 

Fremb  Republic 

Parhf  July  25,  1798. 

MR.  GERRY  having  feen,  in  the  Redafleur  of  this  morning, 
the  publication  of  a  letter  to  him  from  the  minifter  of  foreign 
affairs  of  the  French  republic^  dated  the  24th  Me(ridor,  requefts 
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him  to  order  a  jud  tranflation  of  the  anfwer  dated  the  aoth  of 
July  to  be  alfo  publllhcd. 

Mr.  Gerry  being  on  the  eve  of  his  departure  from  Paris»  prc- 
fiimes  the  miniiier  will  readily  comply  herewith^  to  prevent  par- 
tial and  undue  reprcftrntations  againlt  him  in  his  abfence* 


]^I}\  Gerrfs  Anjvjer  to  the  Afinijicr  of  Foreign  Jffairs^  Letter  of  the 

Q^^tb  Mcffidor. 

Citizen  Miniftcr,  PartSy  July  20f  1798. 

I  RECEIVED  on  the  27th  Meflidor  your  letter  of  the  24th 
(the  i£th  of  Julyji  on  which  permit  me  to  mate  fome  obfcr- 
vations. 

You  allege  that  in  the  United  States  the  French  republic  is 
accufedof  not  wiihing  for  peace ;  and  to  {how  that  it  was  always 
defirous  thereof,  you  recur  to  the  arrival  of  M.  Genet  in  Ame- 
rica. Far  from  accufations  of  any  kind,  I  wilh  to  cultivate  har- 
mony between  the  two  governments*  as  the  fulid  bafis  of  peace. 
From  that  epoch  to  the  departure  from  the  United  States  of  Mr. 
Adcr,  the  correfpondence  of  the  fecretaries  of  (late  of  the  United 
States,  with  the  French  minifters  in  America*  and  the  American 
miniiters  in  France,  contains  the  hiftory  to  that  tiufie  of  the  un- 
happy differences  between  the  two  republics,  and  evinces  the  fin- 
cere  defire  of  the  government  of  the  United  States,  araidft  the 
inevitable  cmbarraiFments  refulting  from  the  convulfed  ftate  of 
Kurope,  to  preferve  harmony  and  Iriendfliip  with  the  French  le- 
public,  and  to  perform  with  fcrupulous  attention  the  duties  of 
neutrality*  If  by  any  unfortunate  events  France  had  fuffained 
injuries  during  that  term.  Hill  the  manifefl  difpoGtion  of  the 
government  ot  the  United  States  to  juflice  and  moderation,  was  a 
fure  pledge  of  rcdrefs^ 

When  Mr.  Monroe  was  recalled*  a  minifter  was  fent  to  fupply 
his  place,  and  you  fay  he  could  not  be  received,  becaulc  he  was 
not  in  a  fituation  to  fulfil  the  conditions  neceflary  for  the  renewal 
of  the  political  connexions.  Had  he  been  received,  he  could  have 
applied  for  other  powers,  if  neccflfary.  Nothing  is  more  ufual. 
I'he  application  which  you  have  fo  (Irenuoufly  urged  on  my  part, 
Ttxuil  have  been  for  the  renewal  of  powers  annulled  by  the  ad  of 
fending  away  the  other  envoys :  furely  then  your  arguments  would 
have  applied  with  much  force  to  the  cafe  of  a  minifter,  whofe 
powers  were  only  fiippofed  inadequate  to  the  obje£l  of  his  miflion* 
^J  he  a£l  of  rejcdling  this  miniAer,  accompanied  with  circum- 
ftanct's  of  high  difpleafurc  on  the  part  of  the  government  of  the 
French  republic,  could  not  fail  to  wound  deeply  the  government 
of  the  United  States,  and  to  produce  obfcrvations  on  fuch  an 
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important  event.  Let  the  caufe  and  cffeSt  be  buried  in  oblivion ; 
the  remembrance  thereof  cannot  promote  harmony*  This  you 
will  readily  accede  to,  when  you  confider  the  amicable  and  atten- 
tive conduct  immediately  adopted  by  the  American  government^ 
in  fending  three  envoys  extraordinary,  with  adequate  powers  to 
efFe£l  a  reconciliation  and  a  renewal  of  the  commercial  intercourfe 
between  the  republics. 

From  the  arrival  of  the  envoys  at  Paris  to  the  departure  of  two 
of  them,  the  objedls  of  their  miffion  were  defeated  by  infuperable 
bars  arifing  from  demands  of  loans,  which  violating  the  neutrality 
of  the  United  States,  would  have  involved  them  in  an  immediate 
war,  and  of  pecuniary  preparations  for  the  obfervations  hinted  at. 
Towards  the  end  of  that  perioil,  after  impofmg  on  me  fecrecy, 
vou  ftated  the  embarraifments  and  dilfatisfadion  of  the  Executive 
Directory,  on  account  of  the  opinions  and  converfations  of  my 
colleagues,  its  determination  not  to  treat  with  them,  and  its  dcdre 
to  negotiate  with  me :  and  you  added,  that  my  departure  would 
produce  an  immediate  rupture.  Aftoniihed  as  I  was  at  this  ^ 
communication,  I  informed  you  that  I  had  no  powers  to  treat 
feparately  ;  the  mcafure  was  impoflible:  and  that>  had  my  powers 
been  adequate,  a  treaty  made  under  fuch  circumftances  could 
never  be  ratified  by  my  government.  You  differed  from  me ;  we 
rcafoncd  on  the  fubjed,  and  each  adhered  to  his  opinion.  I  urged 
in  vain  the  unreafonablenefs  of  admitting  prejudices  againft  my 
colleagues  without  informing  them  of  the  caufes  thereof,  the  good 
cfFc£l  of  jemoving  thofe  which  might  refult  from  fuch  information, 
and  the  neceflity  of  making  known  to  them  all  that  had  now  paffed 
between  us.  You  held  me  to  the  promifc  of  fccrecy,  adding,  that, 
if  I  would  iiegoiiale,  we  could  foon  finifli  a  treaty,  for  the  Execu- 
tive Diredory  were  not  in  the  habit  of  fpcnding  much  time  about 
fuch  matters.  You  dcfired  another  interview,  in  which,  after  a 
difcufljon  of  the  fubjeift,  I  confirmed  and  adhered  to  my  deter- 
mination. 

In  this  Hate  affairs  remained  for  fome  time,  and  I  flattered  my- 
ftlf  wjtli  the  hope,  that,  falling  in  the  propofition  for  negotiating 
with  me  feparately,  your  next  would  be  to  accredit  the  three 
envoys  ;  in  luch  an  event,  the  fecrecy  mentioned  would  have  been 
proper.  This  expectation  was  (Irengthened  by  the  two  fubfequent 
interviews  which  they  had  with  you  ;  and  you  may  judge  of  my 
furprife  on  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  28th  Venlofe,  con- 
taining a  rcfuial  to  treat  with  two  of  the  envoys,  and  renewing 
the  piopofjtion  to  treat  with  one  — Finding  that  I  was  the  pcrfon 
alluded  to,  and  th.u  all  hopes  of  our  being  jointly  accredited  were 
at  an  end,  1  aj^ain  rehi fed,  in  the  inofl  polllve  terms,  to  negotiate 
feparately.  Another  propofition  was  then  made,  that,  to  prevent  a 
rupture,  I  ihould  remain  here  till  information  could  be  fcnt  to  my 
government  of  thefe  events.     Embarraffing  as  fuch  a  (late  was,  I 
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fubmittcd  to  it  rather  than  brin^  on  a  war.  You  afterward? 
fent  me  your  note  of  the  14th  Germinal  (3d  April),  propofing 
that  I  (hoiild  refume  our  reciprocal  communications  upon  the 
interefts  of  the  French  republic  and  the  United  States.— To  this 
I  replied,  on  the  4th  April,  that  I  could  only  confer  informally 
and  unaccredited  on  any  fubjeft  rcfpcfling  our  miflion,  and  com- 
municate to  the  government  of  the  United  States  the  refult  of  fuch 
conferences,  being,  in   my  individual  capacity,  unauthorized  to 

five  them  an  official  llamp. — ^The  day  alter  the  departure  from 
aris  of  the  lad  of  my  colleagues,  I  again  addrelfed  yciu«  and 
quoting  the  above  paragraph,  informed  you,  that  this  I  conlldcred 
as  the  line  of  condufl  well  nndcrflood  to  be  obferved  on  my  part ; 
to  this  you  made  no  objc£lion  verbally  or  by  writing,  and  thus 
acquiefced  in  it:  had  you  not,  I  fliouid  have  immediately  de- 
manded my  paffport.  At  one  of  our  firft  interviews  after  that 
letter,  you  ilatcd  a  difficulty  in  adopting  the  plan  propofcdby  my 
letter  of  the  20th  of  April,  from  your  not  being  informed  of  the 
wifhes  of  the  government  of  the  United  States  in  regard  to  a  treaty: 
thefe  were  fo  rcafonable,  that  I  thought  it  beft  to  communicate 
them  to  you,  and,  according  to  your  own  opinion  (ince  expreflcdi 
they  would  require  little  or  no  time  for  difcuffion :  nothing  can 
exceed  them  fur  moderation  or  juftice. 

Believing  that  you  were  ferioufly  difpofed  to  bring  forward  the 

Elan  of  a  treaty  for  the  confideration  of  the  government  of  the 
'nited  States,  and  being  alfo  convinced  that  the  fubjefi  had 
been  fo  fully  difcufled,  and  fo  well  underftood,  as  not  to  require 
much  time  to  accomplifli  it ;  I  informed  you  that  I  (hould  embark 
for  America  in  June;  and  although  you  objeAed  to  itinthefirit 
indancc,  you  afterwards  appeared  to  be  fully  convinced  of  the 
neceffity  of  it,  and  promifed  to  digeft  the  plan  propofed  without 
delay,  and  to  fend  it  to  me  for  examination.  I  conferred  with 
you  at  different  times  on  the  expediency  of  fending  a  minifterto 
Philadelphia,  to  complete  the  negotiation,  and  you  promifed  to 
confidcr  of  it. 

At  length  the  Sophia  arrived,  and  a  few  days  afterwards  you 
informed  me  that  I  might  make  myfelf  quite  eafy ;  that  France 
did  not  wiih  a  war  with  the  United  States ;  that  ihe  had  no  thoughts 
of  it ;  that  the  American  affairs  were  then  before  the  Executive 
Direcloiy,  and  that  every  thing  would  be  arranged  to  my  wiflics. 
I  again  Ibtcd  the  nccclTity  of  fending  a  minifter  to  America  to 
complc^e  the  negotiation ;  you  faid  you  would  propofe  one  to  the 
Executive  Dircftory.  This  I  could  not  fuppofe  was  for  the 
purpofc  you  have  fincc  ftatcd,  of  rcfiding  there  after  the  ratifica- 
tion of  the  treaty. 

Thus  were  matters  circumftanced  until  the  arrival  of  the 
gazettes  containing  the  difpatches  of  the  envoys  to  their  govern- 
mciiti  which  gave  a  more  than  momentary  turn  to  your  corre- 
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rpondence  with  me.  When  I  informed  you  that  I  Ibould  embark 
m  the  Sophia  as  foon  as  ihe  could  he  fitted  for  the  fea,  there  wis 
Hill  time  to  finiOi  the  plan  of  the  treaty,  and  to  fend  it  by  me,  if 
expedient.  You  dcfired  me  to  remain  here ;  I  told  you  my  return 
was  indifpen fable;  and  gave  you  no  other  reafon — I  thought  that 
Aifficient,  Yo!i  conceive  it  depended  upon  me  to  be  publicly 
received  by  the  Executive  Dire^ory ;  but  our  opinions  are  different 
on  this  point.  A  government  fends  three  envoys  to  treat  with 
another  government ;  this  rejeds  two  of  them,  and  propofes  to 
treat  with  the  third.  Candour  muft  admit,  I  think,  that  the 
latter  cannot  accept  the  propofal  without  transferring,  in  this  in- 
ilance,  the  execijtivc  authority  of  his  government,  who  would 
only  have  nominated  tiiree  envoys  to  the  foreign  government, 
which  would  have  appointed  one  of  them.  You  fay  that  if  my 
powers  were  altered  by  the  departure  of  my  colleagues,  yet  on  my 
own  hypothefis  I  oui^ht  to  have  referred  tiiequcftion  to  my  govern- 
ment, and  in  the  interim  to  have  fixed  with  you,  by  a  calm  and 
amicable  difcuflion,  all  the  contentious  points  of  our  difFercncei* 
If  my  government,  as  you  repeatedly  have  aflerted,  was  apprized 
before  the  20th  of  March  of  the  propofition  to  treat  with  me 
feparately,  it  is  evident  that  it  was  not  difpofed  to  fend  me  new 
powers,  for  the  Sophia  failed  on  the  28th  of  that  mooth  ;  and 
knowing  this,  you  ilill  urged  me  to  make  the  application*  I  have 
been  always  ready,  and,  had  you  come  forward  with  the  projeft 
of  a  treaty,  would  have  entered  into  a  calm  and  amicable  con- 
ference with  you  on  every  part  of  it,  but  not  into  a  foritial  epifto* 
lary  difcuflion,  which  was  not  propofed  till  fome  time  after  I  was 
ready  to  embark,  was  only  relative  to  the  confular  convention 
which  will  foon  expire,  was  contrary  to  my  flipulation  relative  to 
conrL-reticcs  in  which  you  acquitfced,  and  would  have  required 
inontliN  to  be  cc^nipleted. 

You  was  the  find,  you  affirm,  to  prcfs  ferioufly  the  negotiation; 
you  v\iil  a^ree  with  me,  that  the  merit  would  have  been  greater, 
had  ihc  mcafure  itfelt  been  tcaiible.  You  frequently  remind  me 
of  your  exertions,  which  I  am  difpofed  as  much  as  podible  to 
appreciate;  rei;rctting,  at  the  fame  time,  their  circuitous  direction. 
On  my  part,  i  think  you  will  be  convinced,  that  every  thing  has 
been  done,  which  ctrcumitanccs  herein  truly  detailed  would 
admit. 

It  is  with  plcafurc  I  learn  that  the  Executive  DircAory  is  ftill 
ready,  and  is  a<  much  difpofed  as  ever  to  terminate  by  a  liberal 
negotiation  the  diifercnces  which  fubliil  between  the  two  countries, 
Thisdifpolition  has  alway*^  exilted  on  the  part  of  the  governir*cnt 
of  the  United  States.  A  negotiation  then,  if  fei  on  foot  free  from 
alt  propolitions  of  loans  and  explanations  of  fp)cechc>,.  to  be  held 
if  necetrary  in  a  city  of  fome  neutral  nation,  and  providing  for  a 
dccifion  by  tiircc  or  five  commiilioners,  of  all  poyits  which  may 
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not  be  determined  by  direft  negotiation,  would  ftill  be  accompa* 
nied,  in  my  opinion,  vrith  fuccefs ;  but,  having  no  authority,  I 
cannot  make  the  propofition. 

A  preliminary  meafurc  appears  to  be  requiHtc,  in  which  the 
dignity  of  this  government  is  as  deeply  concerned  as  the  intcreft 
of  the  United  States.  The  depredations,  outrages,  and  cruelties 
committed  on  our  commerce  and  citizens  in  the  Weft  Indies, 
and  on  our  coafts,  by  French  privateers,  fome  of  which  it  is  faid 
have  no  commi (lions,  are  feldom  paralleled  amongft  civilized 
nations.  It  is  faid  that  this  government  has  not  been  early  ap- 
prized of  thefc  events,  which  have  been  a  great  fource  of  irrita- 
tion to  the  United  States,  and  a  principal  caufe  of  the  repreflive 
mcafurcs  adopted  by  them.  A  recall  of  the  opprcflive  commiflions 
of  the  privateers,  and  reftraining  them  by  fevcre  penalties  to  the 
proper  objefls  of  capture,  cannot  fail  to  have  a  happy  effefl* 

You  claim  a  promife  of  my  good  offices  as  a  private  citizen  in 
America.  Thcfc  lliall  not  be  wanting  to  reprefent  truly  every 
meafurc  of  this  government ;  and  to  render  fuccefsful  all  fuch  as 
may  be  well  adapted  to  efFc£l  a  reconciliation.  This  is  all  that 
can  be  cxpefted  of  me,  and  the  duty  which  I  owe  to  my  country 
will  require  it.  And  now,  Citizen  Minifter,  having  given  you 
a  tedimony  of  my  cftecm,  fuch  as  refults  from  a  frank  and  candid 
condudl,  I  bid  you  adieu,  wiOiing  fmccrely  a  fpeedy  renewal  of 
amity  and  commerce  between  the  two  republics. 

Accept,  Citizen  Minifter,  the  aflurances  of  my  perfed  con- 
(idcration. 

£•   GfiRRT. 


LetUrfrom  the  Minifter  of  Foregin  Affairs  to  Mr.  Gerry. 

PariSf  4  Thermidor  fjfulf  u). 

PLEx^SE,  Sir,  to  permit  me  to  lay  a  particular  ftrefs  on  the 
two  laft  paragraphs  of  your  anfwer  of  the  20th  inftant,  to  my 
letter  of  the  24th  Medidor.  Eafy  as  it  may  be  to  reAify  the 
preceding  ones,  to  attempt  it  would  be  returning  to  no  purpofe 
into  the  circle  of  digreffions.  It  is  but  natural  that  I  Qiould  feel 
what,  under  the  exifting  circumftances,  you  imagine  you  owe  to 
your  government ;  and  this  confidcration  would  alone  fuffice  to 
ftop  me,  if  I  fet  a  lefs  value  on  the  attainment  of  a  conciliation. 
You  again  obferve  to  me,  that  the  government  of  the  United  States 
has  invariably  been  difpofed  to  fettle  by  arbitration  the  diflferences 
that  fublift  between  the  two  republics.  This  new  aflTurance,  at  a 
moment  when  it  holds  out  the  appearance  of  hoftilttics,  cannot 
but  moderate  their  effc£ls ;  but  let  a  fincere,  loyal,  and  truly 
friendly  aft  fpecdily  realize  thefe  difpofitions.  Though  they  arc 
far  from  being  very  prominent  in  the  anfwers  of  the  PrcGdcnt  to 
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the  addrefTes  that  have  been  prefentcd  to  him  from  the  different 
parts  of  the  United  States,  it  is  a  pleafure  to  me  to  difcover  in 
thefe  exprefllons  nothing  but  political  expediency.  I  do  not 
however  augur  kfs  favourably  of  the  real  intentions  which  you 
profcfs  in  its  name;  and  I  would  not  have  requefted  yoti  to 
guarantee  the  fuccefs  of  the  firft  proof  which  it  (hall  be  willing  to 
give  of  thefe  intentions,  if  the  Executive  Direflory  that  was  ready 
to  receive  you  had  not  adopted  a  fixed  refolution  in  that  refpedl, 
A  negotiation  may  therefore  be  renewed  even  at  Paris,  where  I 
flattered  myfclf  you  experienced  nothing  but  tokens  of  friendfhip, 
arKi  where  a  friendly  and  honourable  reception  fhall  always  await 
an  envoy  who  poireires  your  good  qualities.  I  am  ignorant,  more- 
over, Sir,  why  yon  (hould  fay  it  is  neceflary  to  lop  off  from  this 
negotiation  every  preliminary  reference  to  a  loan,  and  every  ex- 
planation refpeding  the  fpeech  delivered  by  the  Prefident.  Do 
but  take  the  trouble  to  perufe  anew  the  propofitions  which  I 
tranfmitted  to  you  on  the  30th  Prairial;  they  conjtainall  the  ideas 
of  the  French  government;  and  you  cannot  difcc^ver  a  word  iti 
them  that  juflifies  your  recurring  to  thofe  two  queftions.  An 
odious  intrigue  had  got  hold  of  the  bufinefs;  the  dignity  of  the 
government  could  not  brook  this  interference,  nor  would  it  fufFer 
the  purity  of  its  views  to  be  degraded  by  fuch  an  affbciation.  As 
to  the  preliminary  meafures  which  you  fuggeft,  Sir,  the  govern- 
ment has  already  anticipated  your  wilhes;  informations  which 
they  have  lately  received,  acquaint  them,  it  is  true,  that  aSs  of 
violence  have  been  committed  againft  the  commerce  and  the 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  in  the  Antilles,  and  on  the  coa(ls« 
Do  them  but  the  juftice  to  believe  that  they  need  only  to  be  in- 
formed of  the  fafts,  in  order  to  difavow  all  the  proceedings  that 
were  contrary  to  the  laws  of  the  republic,  or  to  its  deciflons. 
Thefe  grievances  are  now  about  to  be  redreffed,  and  orders  are  going 
oat  to  the  iflands,  to  reduce  every  thing  to  its  legal  limits,  till  the 
moment  arrives,  when  a  friendly  arrangement  between  France 
and  the  United  States  Ihall  have  refpeftively  rc-eftabli(hed  the 
two  countries  in  the  enjoyment  of  their  treaties.  This  moment, 
Sir,  cannot  arrive  too  foon.  I  cannot  ccafe  to  regret  that  you 
have  been  fo  rcludlant  to  forward  it,  convinced,  as  I  always  am, 
that  you  enjoyed  fill  powers  to  that  eflFeft.  Accept  my  beft 
wifhes  for  your  happy  voyage,  and  the  affurance  of  my  pcrfeft 
confidcration. 

(Signed)        C.  M.  Talleyrand  Perigord. 


Petition 


(    542    ) 

rultiofi  of  the  Mir  chants  and  Ship-GUfyicrs  to  the  Provijionarj 
Executive  Dircuicry  of  the  Batauian  Republic^ 

Amjlcrdamy  Angujl  9. 

'TpHERE  is  fcarce  any  ptrfon  among  us  who  has  not  had  occa- 
■*■  fion  inchvidually,  fiom  tl»e  number  and  prefTurc  of  his  necef- 
fjties,  to  addiL'fs  his  bitlcr  complaints  to  your  bofoms,  relative  to 
the  hollilc  and  violent  trcuMr.cnl  arifmg  from  tl:c  rapacity  of  the 
French  privateers  upon  tlie  fens,  rivers,  and  even  in  the  harbours 
of  the  repiiMic.  'J'he  unlaw lul  capiure  of  neuiral  fliips,  fhc 
fei/urc  and  conrircation  ot"  the  la<ling,  which,  as  neutral  or  fcata- 
vian  prtjptny,  ou^l.t  to  be  held  facred,  tliC  manifeft  and  de- 
liberate violation  of  our  trrriiory— ihefc  arc  the  caufes  upon 
whicii  our  complaints  for  ihcfe  fix  months  pafl  have  been  ground- 
ed. '1  he  perpLtraiors  of  tl.efc  injuries,  if  we  are  wtil  intomicd, 
arc  not  eve:;  pnnidtd  with  letters f)f  marque, and  have  been  locked 
upon  by  the  J»'rench  garrifons  in  no  other  li^ht  than  a  band  of 
pirak-s.  Wi.at  llilJ  augments  our  grief  i^,  that  thcfe  violations  of 
our  rights  and  our  pioperty  have  been  committed  by  perfons 
tailing  ihemfelves  1  rcnch  citizens,  and  whom  it  behoved  to  have 
afied  aF.  friends  and  brothers.  Tliefe  names,  fo  dear  to  our 
hearts,  wc  had  already  adopted,  and  we  dared  to  flatter  ourfelvcs 
that  our  allies  would  have  been  equally  ftruck  with  the  danger 
which  threatened  the  facred  bands  of  our  alliance,  as  wclJ  as  the 
inamfcft  rectitude  of  our  claims.  We  had  fondiv  flattered  ouf- 
fclvcs,  that  our  allies,  who  are  furcly  not  too  great  to  be  juil, 
would  ere  this  have  been  occupied  with  an  invcdigation  of  thet'e 
abufes,  and  the  immediate  remedy  of  them ;  but  this  hope  ftill 
remains  ungraiiiki',  and  the  evil  incrcafes. — Tlic  illicir  practices 
arc  continued:  indeed,  fo  openly  glaring  and  infolent  are  thefc 
violations  of  all  right  and  juilicc,  that,  to  fay  nothing  of  the  total 
ruin  of  our  navigation,  the  political  and  moral  confcqnences  re- 
fultiug  from  them  are  fuch,  that  their  bitternefs  not  all  the 
love  of  our  country  will  be  able  to  foftcn !  We  have  already 
preferred  our  complaints  to  you  iiuiividually,  fince  which  iKc 
partial  evils  complained  of  have  become  general,  and  have  united 
us  in  the.purfuit  of  redrefs.  The  avarice  of  French  privateers 
has  brought  plunder  to  a  regular  fyllcm;  vc  therefore  come 
forward  in  a  mafs,  and  in  the  name  of  the  whole  committee,  to 
claim  all  your  vigilance  for  obtaining  jufticc  for  our  excellent 
colleagues.  We  prefent  to  your  view  the  diflrclling  prdlure ;  a 
pidturc  which  we  however  wilh  loconfign  to  oblivion,  but  not  to 
obliterate  the  crimes  of  our  faiihlefs  enemies;  for  in  prefenting 
this  pidlure,  we  only  jieriorm  an  inferior  part  of  our  duty  ;  un- 
happily another  portion  more  important  Hill  remains,  "which  is,  to 
denounce  to  you  a  fydetn  of  piracy,  unprecedented  both  in  refpcA 
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fa  Its  objefl  and  its  plan  of  execution.  This  unheard-of  refine- 
ment in  piracy,  which  muft  be  chronicled  in  a  year  in  which  we 
were  in  alliance,  and  living  in  peace  and  friendfliip  with  the 
French  nation,  has  been  planned  and  executed  in  broad  daylight, 
in  the  centre  of  our  republic  :  in  fpite  of  and  in  oppofition  to  our 
laws,  confident  with  this  fyfteni,  mercenary  and  abandoned  pri- 
vateers, who  deftroy  our  navigation,  wotild  complete  its  ruin,  bjr 
fettering  its  laft  rcfource,  viz.  the  trade  of  this  republic.  The 
vcflcis  deftincd  for  thcfe  depredations  are  even  fitted  out  in  our 
own  harbours.  Even  their  own  papers  betray  the  fraudulent  in- 
tentions of  the  owners.  The  French,  who  for  fome  time  fincc 
have  been  prohibited  from  engaging  in  the  fitting  out  privateers  in 
their  own  country,  are  received  here  with  open  arms.  Here  the 
mullcr-rolls  are  drawn  up,  here  the  letters  of  marque,  &c.  are 
diftributed,  and  the  agents  of  the  French. republic,  refiding  at  the 
different  ports  in  particular,  are  privy  to  the  fitting  out  of  thefe 
hoftile  (hips.  But  far  from  being  intended  to  cruife  againft  the 
enemy,  far  from  running  the  lead  ri(k  on  this  account;  thefe 
flcndcr  vcffels  proceed  undifturbed  to  the  various  places  of  their 
pretended  dcftination.  Therdthey  wait  for  their  facrifices;  there 
they  lurk  for  that  which  may  efcape  the  open  hoftility  of  the 
Englifli.  Yes,  we  tremble  to  fay  it  (only  truth  and  candour  if 
the  charader  of  republicans),  there  can  nothing  efcape  the  cruelty 
of  thefe  freebooters.  How  is  it.  Citizens  Diredlors,  that  thefe 
abufes  have  been  fuffered  to  continue  without  interruption  ?  Caa 
any  prudence  reftrain  or  check  the  laws  againft- fuch  proceedings?-— 
or  why  are  the  laws  fuffered  to  fleep  ?  Thus  far  we  have  con- 
fidered  the  fubjedt  only  in  a  political  point  of  view.  When  it  it 
looked  at  as  a  commercial  objcft,  a  niimbcr  of  queftions  much 
more  alarming  will  be  the  natural  refult.  But  we  will  not  wound 
your  bleeding  bofoms  by  a  more  open  difplay  ;  the  more  fo  as  the 
incrcafing  decay  of  our  commerce  muft  ever  be  a  fubjeci  of  regret. 
No,  Citizens  Dircftors,  the  French  DireAory  is  ignorant  of 
thefe  piracies — they  l>ave  been  perpetrated  without  their  know- 
ledge— they  have  not  even  imagined  that  fuch  hoftije  abufes  could 
have  exifted.  The  fentiments  which  have  hitherto  animated  them 
are  proots  to  us  of  their  ignorance  of  our  complaints,  and  this  is 
at  prcfcnt  our  only  comfort  and  fupport.  The  ufeyou  will  make 
of  this  reprefcntation  of  our  fufferings,  and  the  denunciation  of 
thisfyftem  ot  rapine,  are  left  to  your  pleafure  and  difcretion.  It 
is  hoped  the  honcft  warmth,  candour,  and  uprightncfs  of  true 
republicans  will  afford  a  ftill  greater  claim  upon  the  good-will  and 
elicein  of  the  Fiench  Executive  Directory,  i^ut  it  is  not  merely 
the  difowning  a  handtiil  of  vile  avaricious  men,  unworthy  of  the 
name  of  French  cirizcfis,  that  we  are  warranted  to  expeft  from 
the  magnanimity  of  the  French  Directory,  to  w*hon;i  their  pro- 
ceedings 
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ceedings  have  been  hitherto  unknown;  it  is  not  this  alone  that  t«  ill 
anfwer  the  demands  of  a  found  policy.  No;  we  are  moreover 
convinced  that  the  excellent  dccifions  of  the  firlt  magidratcs  in 
Europe  will  clearly  tend  to  (how  their  abfoliite  perfuafion,  that  it 
is  the  intereil  even  of  the  French  republic  to  remove  the  grievances 
we  complain  of;  and  that  it  is  alfo  requifile  for  the  fafcty  of  the 
neutral  flags  in  our  ports,  as  well  as  for  the  property  of  the  Bata- 
vian  merchants  and  others,  that  redrefs  ftiouldnot  be  withheld. 

It  may  be  afked,  whether  the  ports  and  rivers,  now  almod 
deferted,  Ihall  be  kft  in  this  fituation  ?  Whether  the  confign- 
ments  (liall  be  given  into  other  hands  ?  Whether  our  navigation 
{hall  be  given  up,  to  increafc  and  promote  that  of  the  common 
enemy?  Is  noi  the  prefcrvation  of  thcfe  havens  and  fca^ports 
necellary  for  the  fupp^rt  of  our  allies,  and  the  commerce  of  the 
North  r — the  invaluable  refources  of  our  marine,  in  receiving  the 
various  produflions  •)f  pitch,  tar,  hemp,  and  all  kinds  of  grain. 
Convinced  by  thefe  confidcrations,  the  French  Direflory,  wc 
confidently  truft,  "\\ill,  through  your  reprefentations,  take  the 
moft  effedtual  mcafures  for  the  purpofc  of  putting  an  end  to  this 
barbarous  fyflem  (the  objeitl  of  our  complaints).  May  this  difpo- 
iition  increafe  ilie  friendly  fcntiments  of  both  nations,  by  an  ever- 
lafting  union,  and  draw  clofer  the  facred  bands  by  which  wc  are 
at  prefent  connedlcd,  and  which  can  alone  preferve  the  indivi- 
fibiliiy  and  welfare  of  both  republics. 

We  fubmit,  Ciii/.ens  DireJlors,  our  thoughts  in  the  plain  and 
fimple  guife  of  truth,  befeeching  you  to  make  fuch  a  ufe  of  thcfe 
our  requells,  as  your  patriotic  fcniiments,  and  the  love  of  our 
dear  country,  may  iufpire.     Health  and  refpe<Ji. 

By  order  of  tlie  above-mentioned  committee, 

H.  Broel,  Sec. 

In  regard  to  the  depredations  committed  by  French  privateers 
upon  the  Dutch  tradi-,  the  firlt  chamber  decreed, 

That  no  privateci  be  fuffeicd  to  capture,  in  Dutch  rivers  and 
waters,  any  fliip  biu)n^Jng  to  neutral  or  allied  nations,  under  a 
penalty  of  300D  guilders,  to  be  paid  by  the  captain  and  crew  of 
the  privateer,  two-thirds  of  which  to  go  to  the  poor,  and  one- 
third  to  the  crew  of  the  iliip  which  refcues  the  captured  fhip; 
further,  that,  under  the  fame  penalty,  no  prize  of  the  above 
defcription,  when  taken  in  foreign  parts,  ihall  be  carried  into  any 
port  of  the  republic. 

The  fecond  chamber  fanftioned  the  decree  paflfed  by  the  firft 
chamber. 
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Decree  of  the  hegijlauve  Body  of  Helvetia. 

Arauy  TOtbSept.  1798* 

T^HE  Legiflative  Councils,  confidering  that  the  legiflators  of 
'''  the  republic  have  facred  duties  to  fulfil,  after  the  fad  events 
in  which  they  have  feen  on  one  fide  a  portion  of  the  children  of 
Helvetia  mifled  by  fanatical  prieds,  and  deceived  by  foreign  and 
perfidious  cmiflaries,  rife  againfl  the  mother-country,  abjure  the 
conditution  which  they  had  accepted,  and  arm  ag^inft^heir  bre- 
thren ;  and  on  the  other  fide,  magidrates,  equally  courageous  and 
wife,  rcprcfling  revolt  by  the  fole  force  of  the  republic,  that  is  to 
fav,  by  the  zeal  of  the  good  citizens  who  are  animated  by  the  love 
of  liberty  and  the  Helvetic  union;  that  they  have  feen  too,  the 
brave  French  army  lavifhing  their  blood  in  the  fnpport  of  theit 
allies,  and  gaining  a  vi6lory,  afflicting  without  doubt,  becaufe 
obtained  over  our  mifled  brethren;  but  glorious  and  falutary,  in- 
afmuch  as  it  overwhelms  fanaticifm,  and  eftabliflies  the  republic 
upon  bafes  not  to  be  ihaken :— confidering  that  as  faithful  organs 
of  the  Helvetic  people,  the  reprefentatives  ought  to  exprefs  the 
fentiments  as  well  as  the  will  of  the  people,  and  that  it  belongs  to 
them  to  decree  in  their  name  to  the  valiant  defenders  of  the 
country  the  fole  recompence  worthy  of  them,  the  expreflions  of 
the  gratitude  of  a  free  people;  to  the  rebels,  and,  above  all,  to 
the  infamous  authors  of  this  parricidal  plot,  the  penalty  due  to 
their  crimes: — finally,  to  the  unfortunate  who  have  fufl^red  the 
deftruftive  fcourge  of  war,  the  fuccours  which  they  may  expeft 
from  a  mother- country : — the  Legiflative  Councils  taking  into 
confideration  the  mcflage  of  the  DircSory  of  the  17th  September^ 
decree,  after  having  declared  urgency  : 

1.  The  Legiflative  Body  declare  folemnly,  that  the  French 
army  and  the  Citizen  General  Schawenbourg  have  deferved  well 
of  the  Helvetic  republic. 

2.  Honourable  mention  (hall  be  made  in  the  regifter  of  the 
energetic  condud  of  Citizen  Bolt,  prefcd  of  the  canton  of  Sentis^ 
of  the  communes  of  the  cantons  that  have  rifen  for  the  caufe  of 
liberty  ;  of  Citizen  Hoes,  prefeS  of  the  canton  of  Linth }  of  the 
prefefts  of  Lucerne  and  Wadftatten  ;  of  the  fub-prefefts;  of  the  . 
communes  and  citizens  of  Helvetia  who  have  fignalized  them* 
fclves  for  the  maintenance  of  freedom  and  the  conditution. 

3.  The  rebels,  and  principally  the  authors  and  accomplices  in 
the  confpiracv  againft  the  country,  (hall  be  profecuted  criminally^ 
and  tried  according  to  the  conftitution,  articles  93  and  94. 

4.  The  orphans  left  by  the  patriots  who  perifhed  on  that  occa- 
Con  fhall  be  orou  ;hi  up  at  the  expenfe  of  the  republic. 

Finally,  there  Ihall  be  made  throughout  Helvetia  a  voluntary 

coUedion  in  favour  of  the  perfons  burnt  out  in  the  diftrift  of 
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Slant 7,  and  of  thofe  in  the  adjacent  parts  who  may  have  fiiffercd 
in  confcqiiencc  of  thofc  events:  the  amount  of  the  co11e£lion  fhall 
be  tranlmittcd  to  the  Directory,  w}io  (hall  didributc  it. 


Alejfage  of  the  H*'lveUc  Dire^on  on  the  3^  of  O^ober   1 798,  t9 
the  Lcgijlat'ivc  Body  in  their  Mating  at  Lucerne. 

THE  Executive  Diredlory  expcfted  v^'ith  impatience  the  mo- 
ment of  your  union.  It  congratulates  you  on  having  refumcJ 
your  labours.  The  pure  joy  it  experiences,  and  which  it  has  al- 
ready cxprelFtd  to  you,  is  a  Aire  pledge  that  it  beholds  in  you,  Ci- 
tizens Rc'prefentaiivcs,  its  elder  brothers,  fomc  time  abfent  from 
one  common  family,  and  returned  to  labour  for  its  profpcrity  and 
happincfs.  Since  the  period  of  our  feparation,  we  have  received 
the  commercial  advantages  ftipulaied  by  our  treaty  with  France. 
Thus  this  pledge,  fo  clfential  to  our  national  cxiftence,  has  been 
fullv  confirmed. 

On  the  other  hand,  our  foreign  affairs  are  not  become  more 
aiifpicions.  Peace  between  the  great  powers  fcems  to  be  far  off, 
and  we  find  them  on  the  point  of  renewing  hoflilitics,  without  our 
polTcinngthe  means  of  protefling  onrfelvcs.  We  are  furrounded 
by  confpirators  and  evil-minded  people,  who  correfpond  with 
thofe  that  wi(h  to  introduce  tiouble  and  diforders.  Poffefling 
your  confidence,  and  fupported  by  ypu,  Ciii/iens  Rcprcfentatives, 
\vc  Ihall  efcapc  whatever  dangers  may  threaten  us.  \Vc  come  to 
dcpofit  in  your  bofom  our  devotion  to  the  country,  and  our  good 
wilhes  for  the  naiioual  repicfentation. 


Proclamation  cf  the  Aujlrian  Gnncral  on  entering  the  Country  of  the 

Grifons* 

'T^HE  lawful  chiefs  and  m.igiflratcs  of  the  laudable  republic  of 
"^  the  three  orders  iii  Rhctia,  appointed  and  authorized  in  legal 
form,  having,  in  virtue  of  ancient  eternal  alliances  and  treaties, 
rpi^'i^d  to  his  In'.pcrial  Royal  Apoftolic  Majcily  for  the  prefcrva- 
ti-':ir.iHl  |'n)t(dl:on  of  the  ancient  conflitution,  liberty,  and  tran- 
qxiillity  of  their  country,  his  Imj-erial  Royal  Apollolic  Majetty 
h;.s,  in  cor  •.deration  of  the  fublilting  treaties,  moll  gracioufly 
charge  il  u^  to  .1  Ivancc  with  the  corps  of  troops  under  o«r  orders  into 
the  cojir.ir)  ot"  the  C.rifons,  for  the  fole  purpofe  of  afferting,  in 
C(:mpilaM4e  ajtli  Hk- above  requeft,the  independence  and  integrity 
of  thi  R'u  tian  :c|>uh!Ii\  and  to  maintain  the  ancient  conliitnfion 
c  f  the  con  ry,  rhe  ifijjnity  and  authority  of  the  magiflrates  law- 
ii.lly  ajiptinit  (!,  an-.'  \hv  enjoyment  of  all  the  liberties,  rights,  and 
piIvik'Lvs  of  ilic  Grifuns, 

The 
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The  underfigneJ  commanding  General  announces  therefore  to 
all  citizens,  communes,  high  courts,  and  orders  throughout  Rhe- 
tia,  that  they  are  to  confider  the  march  of  the  Ii^iperial  royal  troops 
into  their  country  as  a  friendly,  peaceful,  and  protecting  meafure, 
having  no  other  objeil  than  to  co-operate  with  (he  prefent  lawfi^ 
government  in  the  prefervation  of  the  lawful  order,  conftitution^ 
and  tranquillity. 

(Signed)  Auffenberg, 

Major-general  of   his  Imperial   Royal  "Apoftolic 
Majelly,  and  cominar.ding  General  of  the  troops 
detached  to  the  country  of  the  Grifons. 
Feldkirch,    12//?  O^o^rr  1798. 


Proclamation  by  the  General  in  Chief  to  the  French  Army  in 

Switzerland, 
My  Comrades, 

npHE  treaty  of  alliance  concluded  between  the  Helvetic  and 
-■"  French  republics  has  given  you  an  idea  of  the  efteem  which 
our  government  has  for  a  nation  celebrated  for  its  ancient  love  of 
liberty.  You  have  been  viflorious  to  your  own  difadvantage.  By 
an  unfortnnate  error,  while  you  thought  you  were  defending  your 
own  independence,  you  have  been  defending  the  privileges  of  a 
few  families.  1  he  moment  is  arrived  when  Helvetians,  min- 
gling in  your  ranks,  will  follow  the  traces  of  their  forefathers, and 
will  fhare  your  glory  and  your  dangers.  If  the  gold  of  the  Eng- 
lifh  and  their  intrigues  retard  the  peace  which  humanity  demands, 
and  the  French  government  cordially  wiQies^  what  hope  can  remaia 
to  enemies  fo  often  vanquiflied  by  us,  when  we  are  united  with  a 
nation  which  has  more  than  once  proved  its  bravery  ? 

My  comrades,  the  Helvetic  DircSory  has  invited  its  fellow- 
citizens  to  hold  thcmfelves  ready  to  march  in  defence  of  the  coun* 
try.  When  circumftances  (hall  require  them  to  join  us,  you  will 
find  in  them  friends  and  brothers,  and  you  will  both  be  eager  to 
emulate  each  other  in  valour  and  courage.  You  ought  to  rekindle 
thofe  fentiments  in  your  hearts,  by  redoubling  your  afFe£lion  for 
citizens  who  (hare  their  habitations  with  you,  and  by  ihowing  your 
refpedl  for  the  conflituted  authorities. 

May  an  union  the  mofl  cordial,  a  friendfhip  the  moft  intimate, 
reign  between  the  Helvetic  and  French  republics ;  and  may  that 
union  operate  as  an  example  to  yours  with  the  Helvetians! 

You  will  thus  fulfil  my  deareft  wifh.  We  (hall  be  all  more 
happy,  and  the  hopes  of  our  common  enemies  will  yet  be  anni- 
hilated. 

(Signed)  Schawenbouro. 

4  A  2  Ordtf 
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Order  of  the  Day  of  the  ixth  Brufnaire. 

The  General  in  Chief,  Brune,  to  the  Army. 

Comrades. 

P'ROM  the  moment  the  Executive  Direflory  entrufted  me  with 
"*•  the  command  of  the  army  of  Italy,  I  applied  myfclf  to  re- 
lieve all  your  wants,  and  every  day  vour  confidence  and  my  zeal 
have  made  new  progrefs.  A  witnefs  to  your  generous  devotion, 
I  burnt  to  conduA  you  to  the  field  of  glory,  ff  ill-advifed  kings 
are  weary  of  peace,  this  advantage  is  referved  to  General  Joubcrt. 
I  (hall  applaud  your  fuccefs,  wifhing  that  the  word  Viftory  may 
echo  on  the  banks  of  the  Texel. 

(Signed)  Brune. 


ExtraH   of  a  Letter  from    Citizen  Fleury^  Ccnful   of  the    French 
Republic  at  Bucharejiy  dated  the  2^^  Fru^idor  (Sept,   29). 

C£LIM  II !•  has  difpatchcd  into  all  parts  of  his  dominions, 
*^  firmans,  declaring  war  againft  the  French  republic,  and  an- 
nouncing, that  the  Sublime  Porte  has  requefted  the  afliftance  of 
Ruflia.  This  union  of  the  Porte  with  its  natural  enemy  is  a 
political  monfirofity  at  which  the  inhabitants  of  this  city  loudly 
exprefs  their  aftonifhment. 

In  confequence  of  the  declaration  of  war,  and  by  orders  from 
the  Porte,  I  have  been  arrefted,  and  confined  in  a  monaftery, 
•where  I  muft  wait  the  decifion  of  my  fate,  rcfpe&ing  which  there 
are  different  opinions.  Some  think  that  I  fhall  be  fent  to  Con- 
(lantinople,  to  fliarc  the  lot  of  Citizen  Ruffin,  whilft  others  be- 
lieve that,  after  a  few  months  detention,  I  (hall  be  permitted  to 
return  to  Paris.  There  are  others  ftill  who  entertain  conjedures 
of  a  more  alarming  nature.  I  am  refigned  to  either  event;  and 
in  every  fituation  I  (hall  maintain  an  appearance  becoming  a 
republican. 


Army  of  England.     24/A  Military  Divifion* 

PROCLAMATION. 

Barthclemi  Francois  Berguinot,  Commandant  of  the  Departments  of 
the  Dylvy  of  jfemappe^  and. of  the  two  NetheSf  to  the  Inhabitant 
of  the  Canton  of  Malines  and  the  neighbouring  Communes* 

Citizens, 

npHE  facred  tree  of  liberty  has  been  cut  down  on  the  fpot.  The 

"*"    tricolourcd  flag  has  been  torn  down.     The  prifons  have  been 

thrown  open.      The  fandtuary  of  the  laws  has  been  vjoliied, 

and 
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and  the  archives  which  it  cotitained  burnt  and  dcflroycd,  Tl)e 
republicans  have  been  afTaflinated,  and  frightful  fcencs  are  pafling 
under  your  eyes,  Thefe  arc  neverthelefs  the  inhabitants  of  Bel- 
gium, who  have  thus  defpifed  the  laws  of  the  French  republic. 
Whatever  may  be  their  fenfelefs  projedi,  whoever  have  been  tlic 
perfidious  agents  who  incite  them,  I  declare  the  place  of  Malincs 
in  a  ftate  of  fiegc,  as  well  for  the  purpofe  of  preventing  the  effects 
of  this  dreadful  infurreftion,  as  to  grant  proiedion  to  the  peace- 
able inhabitants  againd  all  attacks  of  the  ill-difpofed.  I  dire6l 
in  confequence  that  the  well-dilpofed  retire  peaceably  into 
their  houfes  after  night-fall,  unlefs  they  (hould  be  provided  with 
lights,  Thofe  who  (hall  be  found  without  them  fliull  be  conducted 
to  the  commandant  of  the  gendarmerie.  I  confequently  require 
that  the  municipal  adminiftration  of  the  canton  of  Malines  (hall 
caufe  the  prefent  proclamation  to  be  printed,  publifhed,  and 
pofled  up  in  both  languages,  to  the  number  of  two  thoufand  co^ 

pies. 

H^ead  Quarter  ff  Af a  lines,  the  \Jl  Brumaire, 
'jth  year  of  the  Ficnch  republic,   2 id  of 
Otlobcr. 

(Signed)  Berguivot. 


Buonaparte,  Commander  in  Chief,  to  the  Pacha  of  Cairo. 

npHE  intention  of  the  French  republic  in  taking  poflefllon  of 
•*•     Egypt  has  been  to  expel  the  Mamelukes,  who  were  at  once 
rebels  againd  the  Porte,  and  avowed  enemi^  of  the  French  go- 
vernment. 

At  this  moment  that  (he  (inds  herfclf  midrefs  of  it,  in  confe- 
quence of  the  fignal  viflory  obtained  by  her  army,  her  dcfign  is  to 
fecure  to  the  Pacha  of  the  Grand  Seignior  his  revenues  and  his 
cxiftence. 

I  entreat  you,  therefore,  to  aflTure  the  Porte,  that  it  (kail  ex- 
perience no  lofs,  and  that  I  (hall  take  care  it  (hall  receive  the 
fame  tribute  which  was  prcvioufly  paid  to  it. 

(Signed)         Buonaparte.   . 


jtrrctc  of  the  Executive  Dire^ory,    on  the  8/A  Brumaire  (Od.  29). 

# 

'T^HE  Executive  Dircftory,  in  confequence  of  the  report  of  the 
minilkT  of    foreign   relations,  obferving   that  the  fquadrons. 
privateers,    and   fliips  both  of  England  and   of  Ruflia  are  in   a 
great  meafure  equipped  by  foreigners  ; 

Seeing  moreover,  that  this  violation  is  a  manifed  abufc  of  the 
law  of  nations,  and  that  the  European  powers  have  takta  no  *Xf^s 

to  check  it,  decrees : 

Art. 
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Art.  I.  That  every  perfon,  cither  native  or  originally  from  the 
countries  in  amity  or  alliance  with  France,  or  in  a  ftate  of  neu- 
tral ity^  who  is  bearer  of  a  commiflion  granted  by  the  enemies  of 
France,  or  whocompofesa  part  of  the  crews  of  the  Ihips  of  war 
or  others  belonging  to  the  enemy,  (hall,  by  virtue  of  this  ad 
alontr,  he  declared  a  tiaitor,  and  treated  as  fiich,  without  his  being 
permitted,  in  any  cafe  whatever,  to  plead  that  he  was  compelled 
into  fuch  fervice  by  force,  threats,  or  other  wife. 

Art.  IL  The  Executive  Direftors  of  the  Batavian,  Ligurian, 
Cifstlpinc,  and  Roman  republics,  (hall  be  informed  of  fuch  threat. 

Art.  III.  The  provifions  contained  in  the  firft  article  ftiall  be 
notified  to  neutral,  and  to  the  powers  allied  with  the  French  re- 
public. 

Art.  IV.  The  minifter  of  foreign  relations  is  charged  with  the 
execution  of  the  prcfent  arrcte,  which  fliall  be  publilhed  in  the 
bulletin  of  the  laws. 

(Signed)  Treilhard,  Prefident. 

Lagarde,  Sec.  Gen. 


Arri.i  of  the  Executive  Dlreiiory.         ^ 

THE  Executive  Direftory,  dedrous  of  determining  the  mode 
in  which  its  arrete  of  the  8th  of  Brumaire  is  carried  into  execu- 
tion, has  refolvcd  as  follows: — 

Art.  I.  In  execution  of  the  3d  article  of  the  arrete  of  the  Exe- 
cutive Dire£lory,  of  the  8ih  of  this  month,  the  allied  or  neutral 
powers  (hall  be  invited  to  adopt  the  neceflfary  meafures  to  recall 
ivithin  a  certain  fixed  time  thofc  fcamen  of  their  refpedive  na- 
tions, who  are  adually  employed  on  board  (hips  and  other  veflcls 
belonging  to  England. 

Art.  II,  The  ambafladors,  minifters,  and  envoys  of  the  repub- 
lic with  the  faid  powers,  (hall  receive  peculiar  inftruclions  on  this 
fubjed. 

Art.  III.  The  cpocha  of  the  execution  of  the  arr£t6  of  the  8tb 
Brumaire  fliall  be  fixed  by  a  fubfequent  arrct6. 

Art.  IV.  The  minifter  for  foreign  affairs  is  direfied  to  attend 
in  concert  with  the  minifter  of  the  marine  to  the  execution  of  this 
prefent  arrete. 


I'ARLIA. 
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PARLIAMENTARY  PAPERS. 


IRISH    PARLIAMENT. 

Sfetct  9/  his  Excellency  the  Lord  Luuttnant  from  At  TbrofU, 
on  the  i6tb  Jan.  1798,  at  the  Meeting  of  PariiamnU. 

Mv  Loids  and  Gentlemen^ 

1  HAVE  his  Majefty's  commamls  to  aflemble  you  in  Parliament 
^  at  this  important  period,  and  to  refon  to  your  deliberation  and 
advice. 

When  T  refled  on  the  tranquillity  which  attended  the  late  ge- 
neral eledion,  I  have  jtift  ground  to  believe  that  the  wifdom  and 
finnnefs  which  were  manifefted  by  the  late  ParKament  were  £elt 
and  approved  by  the  nation  at  large,  and  tha;t  your  conduA  wtK 
be  aduated  by  fimilar  principles  in  defence  of  our  happy  confti* 
lution. 

It  mufl  have  given  you  great  concern  to  learn  that  his  Ma« 
jefty's  endeavours  to  reftore  the  bleffings  of  peace  have  been  again 
fruftratcd  by  the  dcfperate  ambition  of  the  French  govemtnent* 
I  have  his  Majcfly's  commands  to  lay  before  yoti  his  royal  Dedara^ 
tion,  and  the  various  papers  which  pafled  in  the  coorfe  of  the 
late  negotiation,  in  which  the  magnanimity  and  moderation  of 
his  Majedy  were  fo  eminently  diiplayed^  as  to  leave  no  pretext 
or  colour  for  the  infidious  condud  and  fallacious  ftatements  of 
the  enemy. 

His  Vlajcfty  relics  with  confidence  on  the  fpirit  of  his  people 
of  Ireland,  who  arc  fcnfible  of  their  duty  to  their  God,  their 
fovercign,  and  their  coimtry.  He  knows  they  are  incapable  ft 
being  intimidated  by  any  threats,  or  deluded  by  any  offers;  and 
be  implicitly  depends  on  the  valour  of  his  regular  and  militia 
forces,  ttic  adtivc  loyalty  of  the  diftrid  corps,  the  coarage  <rf 
the  nation,  and  the  prowefs  of  his  fleets  and  armies,  for  defeating 
every  hoftile  attempt  w  hich  may  he  made  on  this  kingdom. 

The  late  fignal  viftory  of  Admiral  Lord  Duncan  over  th^ 
Dntch  fquadron*  achieved  on  their  own  coafts  with  fuch  pro* 
felTinnal  fkill  and  heroic  gallantry,  has  not  only  added  frefh  laftre 
to  the  glory  of  his  Majefty's  navy,  but  has  given  new  flrengrti 
and  fccurity  to  all  his  Majedy's  dominions. 

Gentlemen 
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Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 

I  have  ordered  the  public  accounts  and  the  cdimates  for  the  en- 
fuing  year  to  be  laid  before  you.  I  lament  that  additional  bur- 
dens are  ilill  nccefTary,  in  order  to  maintain  the  honour  andfecu- 
rity  of  the  empire  in  the  prefent  exigency  ;  and  although  from 
the  (late  of  preparation  in  which  this  kingdom  (lands,  fome  of 
the  demands  of  former  periods  will  not  recur»  yet  I  fear  the  ge- 
neral cxpcnfe  of  the  tti fuing  y/ar  will  not  admit  of  any  confi- 
derablc  rednflion.  When  yog  rcfle£i  on  all  you  have  to  pre- 
fervc,  and  all  you  have  to  cxj)eft  from  the  enemy  you  have  to 
combat  with,  I  doubt  not  the  Aipplics  will  be  cheerfully  granted. 
I  (lull  endeavour,  on  my  pari,  that  they  iliall  be  faithfully  ap- 
plied. 

* 

My  Lords  and  Gentlenym, 

In  confequcnce  of  the  sftdrefTes  of  the  Houfes  of  Lords  and 
Commons  in  May  laft,  I  dircdcd  immediate  and  vigorous  mea- 
fures  to  be  taken  for  rcprcfling  difaffef^ion  in  the  northern  parts 
of  the  kingdom,  and  for  reiloring  fecurity  and  confidence  to  the 
loyal  and  vvdl-difpofcd ;  the  efFedl  of  which  has  been  manifeftcd 
in  the  return  of  fubordination  and  induftry  in  that  quarter. 
Other  attempts  have  fmce  been  made  by  the  leaders  of  the  dif- 
affedcd  in  fome  parts  of  the  midland  and  fouthern  dillriAs  with 
too  much  fuccefsy  and  emilTuries  have  been  employed ,  and  publi- 
cations have  been  circulated  by  thcmy  to  revive  religious  animofi- 
tiesy  and  to  open  profpcds  of  plunder,  by  which  means  the 
lower  claflcs  have  been  excited  to  commit  ads  of  the  moft  hoirid 
outrage  and  barbarity.  I  have  to  lament  that  the  diligence  and 
adlivity  of  the  magiilratesy  though  afliilcd  by  the  troops  which 
have  been  ordered  into  that  part  of  the  kingdom,  have  not  yet 
been  able  entirely  to  put  a  flop  to  thofe  difturbances.  Condant 
vigilance  and  unremitting  exertions  continue  to  be  neceflary  when 
all  means  are  tried  to  excite  the  people  to  rebellion  and  revolt — 
when  a  fyftcmatic  plan  of  afTnllination  is  adopted  and  encou- 
raged, and  when  the  mofl  audacious  attempts  are  made  to  im- 
pede and  prevent  the  adminiltration  of  jufticc. 

Anudlt  your  exertions  for  the  defence  of  the  kingdom,  I  mud 
not  omit  to  recommend  to  you  not  to  relax  your  attention  to  its 
commerce,  its  agriculture,  and  its  manufaflures,  and  efpecially 
to  that  of  the  liiien ;  nor  will  your  liberality  be  lefs  confpicuous 
in  coininuiiig  tliat  proteflion  to  the  Protcftant  charter  fchoolsi 
and  the  other  charitable  inditutlons  under  Mhich  they  have  fo 
lo:.q  floi:iilhcd. 

Ifis  Majc(ty  has  ccmmandcd  me  to  declare  to  you,  that  his 
firm  rcfolutiou  i.s  taken  in  the  prefent  arduous  cnnteft.  He  will 
not  be  wanting  to  liis  people,  but  with  them  will  (land   or  fall 
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in  the  defence  of  ihcir  religion,  and  in  the  prcfervation  of  the  in* 
dependence,  laws,  and  liberties  of  his  kingdoms. 

It  will  be  a  fource  of  infinite  fatisfa£tion  to  my  mind,  if,  in 
the  execution  of  my  duty,  I  can  contribute  to  fupport  the  gene- 
rous  determination  of  my  fovereign  and  maintain  the  fafety  and 
profperity  of  his  people.  I  rely  upon  your  advice  and  co-ope« 
ration,  and,  aided  by  them,  I  look  forward  with  confidence  to  a 
happy  ilTue  of  the  cotiteft  in  which  we  ?re  engaged. 

[Addrelles  were  moved  in  both  Houfes,  and  carried  unani- 
moufly.] 


In  the  Houfe  of  Lords ^   on   the  i<)th  February  1 798,  Earl  Moira 

made  the  following  Motion, 

npHAT  an  humble  addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  Excellency  the 
Lord  Lieutenant,  reprefenting  that  as  Parlian\ent  hath  con- 
fided to  his  Excellency  extraordinary  powers  for  fupporting  the 
laws,  and  for  defeating  any  traitorous  combinations  which  may 
exid  in  this  kj^ngdom,  this  Houfe  feels  it,  at  the  fame  time,  a 
duty  to  recommend  the  adoption  of  fucb  conciliatory  meafures  as 
may  allay  the  apprehenfions  and  extinguifli  the  difcontents  un- 
happily prevalent  in  this  country. 

[This  motion  was   negatived  by  a  majority  of  44  contents 

againft  9  non-contents. J 

.  • 

Againjl  this  Decijioji  the  foUo^'ing  ProteJ}  was  cnteredm 

Diflenticnt, 

BECAUSE  that  at  a  moment  when  Government  has  thought 
itfclf  obliged  to  exert  ufiufuai  rigour,  it  appears  the  extreme  of 
impolicy  not  to  profefs  the  relucSance  with  which  fucb  feveri- 
ties  are  enforced,  and  the  wifh  of  Ciovernment  to  conciliate  (h€ 
minds  of  the  people  by  a  gentler  courfe^ 
(SigncdJ 

Ctrakard.  Arran, 

Moira.  W.  Down  and  Conkor. 

Charlemont.     Dunsaney. 

Mountcashel,  Proxy. 


/;/  the  IhuP'  of  Commons f  on  the   ^th  March  1 798,   the  foUovjing 
ArAion  zvas  made  by  Sir  Lawrence  Parfons. 

'T'HAT  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  flate  of 
"■"    the  country,  and  to  fuggeft  fuch  meafures  as  arc  likely  to 
conciliate  the  popular  mind  and  reftorc  tranquillity. 

\oL.\n.  4IJ  [This 
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[This  motion  was  negatived  by  a  majority  of  156  againft  ig.' 
— Lord  Corry,  immediately  after  the  divilion,  moved,  and  the 
Houfc  voted,  an  addrcfs  of  thanks  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant, 
for  the  good  confecjuences  to  the  country  from  the  vigorous 
meafures  purfned  by  his  Excellency's  government  in  Ulftcr,  and 
pledging  the  firm  fupport  of  the  Houfe  in  purfuit  of  thofc  mea* 
iures,  and  to  the  reiloration  of  perfect  tranquillity.] 


Speech  of  the  Speaker  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  to  his  Excellency  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  on  the  24 /A  March  1798. 

May  it  plcafe  your  Excellency, 

T  ARGE  as  the  fiipplies  of  the  lad  feffion  were  beyond  all 
"■-^  former  grants,  thefe  which  the  Commons  now  offer  to  his 
Majefty  are  not  inferior ;  they  go  to  the  fulleft  extent  of  every 
fcrvice  propofed  by  Government,  and  are  given  with  an  unani- 
mity and  zeal  which  mark  the  unalterable  determination  of  this 
kingdom  to  ftand  or  fall  with  Great  Britain,  and  (how  thai  pur 
vigour  rifes  as  the  vaimting  menaces  of  the  enemy  increafe. 

With  the  fame  unanimity  we  have  voted  the  maintenance  of  an 
army  far  greater  than  was  ever  kept  up  by  this  kingdom  during 
any  preceding  war;  and  we  have  continued  to  them  the  augment* 
ation  of  pay  which  was  granted  by  the  laft  Parliament,  and 
which  your  Excellency  did  juftly  (late  to  that  Parliament  to  be  a 
fcafunable  and  honourable  acknowledgment  on  their  part  of  the 
fleadincfs  and  loyalty  of  that  army.  The  prefent  Parliament  feels 
the  fame  fentiments  towards  them.  Repeated  experience  of  the 
order  and  alacrity  which  they  have  fhown  on  every  occafion  that 
has  offered,  confirms  his  Majeily's  faithful  Commons  in  thofc 
fentiments;  and  we  join  moft  cordially  with  his  Majefty  in  his 
fifm  reliance  on  the  valour  of  his  regular  and  militia  forces  in 
this  kingdom,  which  his  Majcdy  ha$  been  pleafcd  to  exprefs  in 
his  gracious  anfwcr  to  our  addrcfs  this  fclfion. 

While  the  courage,  the  vigour,  and  the  difciplinc  of  thofc 
forces  mud  render  them  formidable  to  the  enemy  and  infure  his 
dtfcat,  Ihould  he  be  dcfperate  enough  to  attempt  invafion,  their 
zeal,  ami  that  of  the  yeomen,  to  put  down  rebellion,  to  crulh 
infurrcc^lion,  and  to  aflill  tlie  executive  power  in  proteAing  the 
loyal,  the  innocent,  and  well-difpofcd,  affords  the  moft  con- 
vinciiig  proof  of  their  ardent  and  unfhakable  attachment  to  the 
bell  Ibvereign  and  heft  conilitution  that  ever  blefled  a  free.an4 
happy  pcoplt.  We  are  free — and  we  will  not  tamely  give  up 
our  happincfs.  The  ]«)yal  fpirit  of  the  nation  is  able  to  crulh 
rebellion  to  atoms,  wherever  it  fliall  dare  to  fhow  itfelf ;  and 
with  the  firmnefs  which  fo  ftrongly  marks  your  Excellency's  cha- 
r^icler^  \>iththc  con^ant  fuccefs  which  has  attended ^cvcry  vigoi« 

ous 


(    555    ) 

ous  meafure  that  neceflity  has  called  on  your  Excellency  to  adopts 
we  have  nothing  to  fear.  We  hav^,  indeed,  to  lament,  that 
traitorous  confpiracies  can  flill  continue,  and  that  any  men  can 
be  found  in  the  land  fo  loft  to  every  fenfe  of  patriotifm,  of  hu- 
manity, of  duty  to  themfelves,  their  country,  and  their  Gody 
as  to  degrade  the  nation  and  the  namQ  of  Irifliman,  by  ads  pf 
ingratitude,  barbarity,  and  aflaflination,  which  would  debafe  a 
favage — ads  which  call  for  the  heavy  hand  of  juflice,  and  which 
the  ordinary  power  of  the  laws  has  proved  inadequate  to  prevent 
the  melancholy  and  frequent  repetition  of. 

But  while  we  lament  fuch  a  mortifying^calamity,  we  have  the 
fatisfadion  of  feeing  how  little  its  malignant  influence,  or  the 
efforts  of  an  exafperated  and  revengeful  enemy,  has  aflEeded 
our  commercial  profperity. 

Notwithflanding  the  largenefs  of  the  fupplies,  we  have  conti- 
niied  the  ufual  bounties  and  encouragement  to  the  trade,  the 
agriculture,  and  the  manufadures  of  the  kingdom;  and  wefee^ 
with  fincere  gratification,  the  defirable  effeds  of  thofe  encou- 
ragements, in  the  great  increafe  of  trade  during  the  war,  in  the 
general  confidence  which  attends  private  as  well  as  public  cre« 
dit,  in  the  unufual  plehty  which  our  agriculture  fupplies,  and  in 
the  profperous  flate  of  all  our  manufadures,  but  moft  particu- 
larly of  our  great  ftaple,  the  linen. 


In  the  Houfe  of  Lords^  on  the  27J  April  1798,  the  Earl  of  Glan* 

(tore  made  the  following  Motion. 

i 

'T^HAT  an  addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  Excellency  the  Lord 
'"'  Lieutenant,  exprcfling  the  thanks  .of  the  Houfe  for  the 
proclamation  iilued  by  his  Excellency  and  the  Council  on  the 
30th  of  March*,  and  the  full  conviction  of  the  Houf^j  from 
the  (late  of  the  kingdom,  of  the  neceflity  for  ilrong  and  decided 
Dieafures. 

[This  motion  was  carried  by  a  majority  of*  34  contents 
3  non-contents.] 


In  the  Houfe  of  Commons,   on  the  2 J  Afay  IJ^S,  Afr.  Fandelewr 
moved  the  following  Addrefs  to  his  Excellency. 

npHAT  he  would  be  pleafed  to  order  to  be  laid  before  the 
-"-    Houfe  copies  of  all  orders  given  to  general  officers  in  Iie« 
land,  Hnce  the  30th  of  March  lafl. 

•  Vide  page  347.    . 
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[No  dccifion  was  come  to  by  the  Houfc  upon  the  above  mo- 
ion,    on   account  of  there   being  au  infuflicient  attendance   of 


tion 
members.] 


Un  the  lid  Afay  1798,  Lord  Vifeount  Cafiltrcagb  prefenud  to  the 
Houfc  of  Commons  the  following  Mcffage  from  his  Excellency m 

Camden. 

T  AM  to  acquaint  the  Houfe  of  Commons^  that  in  confeqiience 
^  of  the  diforders  which  have  taken  place  in  the  neighbouring 
Count ics,  and  of  the  preparations  which  appeared  to  be  making 
by  the  difaffedlcd  in  this  metropolis  and  its  victnity,  the  magif- 
tratcs  thought  it  proper  to  apply  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  and  Privy 
Council,  to  place  the  city  under  the  provifions  of  the  a£l  pafled 
in  tl.e  thirty-iixth  year  of  his  Majdty's  reign,  more  cflFedtially  to 
fupprefs  lnr»rrcdi(>ns  and  prevent  the  dilhirbance  of  the  public 
peace:  this  application  has  been  complied  with;  and  I  am  now, 
with  the  utmolt  concern,  to  inform  the  Houfe  of  Commons^  that 
I  have  received  information  that  the  difafl:c£led  have  been  daring 
enough  to  form  a  plan  for  the  purpofc  of  poflfefling  thcmfelves, 
in  the  courfc  of  the  prefent  month,  of  the  metropolis,  of  feizing 
the  feat  of  government,  and  thofe  in  authority  within  the  city. 
In  confequence  ot  this  information,  I  have  dire£led  every  mi- 
litary precaution  to  be  taken  which  feemed  expedient.  I  have 
;nadc  full  communication  to  the  magiftracy  for  the  dire£lion  ot 
their  efforts,  and  I  have  no  doubt  that,  by  the  meafures  which 
will  be  purfued,  the  defigns  of  the  rebellious  will  be  effefluall} 
and  entirely  cruflied. 

I  have  taken  the  earlieit  opportunity  of  making  this  communi- 
cation, and  have  the  fulled  confidence  that  I  Ihall  be  fupportedby 
the  Commons  in  fuch  meafures  as  (hall  be  necclHiry  finally  to 
fupprefs  the  rebellious  confpiracy  which  exids  in  this  kingdom. 

€• 

[In  confequence  of  which  the  following  rcfoluttons  were 
unanimouflv  af^recd  to  by  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  who  imme* 
diately,  with  their  Speaker,  proceeded  on  foot  to  the  Caftlc» 
and  prefenicii  them  to  his  Excellency.] 

RtTolved, 
THAT  an  humble  addrcfs  be  prefented  to  his  Excellcnqr  the 
Lord  Lieutenant,  to  return   his  Excellency  oar  linccre  thanks  for 
the  mclUige  he  has  fent  this  day  to  the  Houfe. 

Tiie  inteliigencc  it  commimicates  fills  us  with  indignation 
and  horror,  whilfl  it  roufws  in  us  a  fpirit  of  determined  refolution 
and  energy. 

Wc 


(    SS7.   ) 

We  rely  upon  the  vigilance  and  vigour  of  his  Excellency's 
crovernment,  which,  we  truft,  will  continue  unabated,  till  the 
confpiracy,  which  fo  fatally  exifts,  be  utterly  diflblved,  Senfible 
of  the  danger  which  furrounds  us,  we  are  fully  prepared  to  meet 
it  under  his  Excellency's  aufpices ;  and  we  feel  afTured,  that  his 
fiiccefsful  efforts  in  the  caufe  of  our  fovercign  and  the  conftitu* 
tion,  will  foon  be  crowned  with  univerfal  gratitude,  not  only 
from  the  loyal,  who  have  flood  their  ground  with  firmnefs,  but 
from  the  deluded,  who  have  been  traitoroufly  feduced. 

[To  which  the  Lord  Lieutenant  returned  the  following  an- 
fwer.] 

THE  manner  in  which  the  Houfe  of  Commons  has  ex- 
preffed  its  approbation  of  my  conduft  calls  for  expreflions,  on 
my  part,  to  which  no  language  I  can  ufe  is  equal.  The  wif- 
dom,  the  firmnefs,  and  the  fpirit,  which  have  been  manifefted, 
during  the  whole  of  this  eventful  period,  by  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, and  the  peculiar  promptitude,  alacrity,  and  unanimity, 
which  have  been  evinced,  muil  tend,  in  the  mod  effedual  man* 
ner,  to  crufh  rebellion  and  to  fave  the  date. 

[A  meffage  to  the  fame  effeft  having  been  fent  by  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  to  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  their  Lordfhips  voted  the 
following  addrefs,  and  prefented  it  to  his  Excellency  in  the  fame 
manner, j 

WE  cannot  reprefs  our  indignant  emotions  at  thofe  defperate 
dcfigns  which  have  been  communicated  to  us,  nor  fufEcicntly 
applaud  the  vigilance  and  vigour  which  are  exerted  to  defeat 
them.  With  firm  and  colle£led  refolution,  we  exprefs  a  full 
confidence  that  his  Excellency  will  proceed  iri  his  meafures  with 
unrelaxed  effort;  we  engage  to  him  our  full  fupport,  ftrength- 
ened  hy  the  increafed  adivity  of  the  loyal,  and  the  repentance  of 
the  deluded.  The  well-direfted  force  of  Government  cannot  fail 
to  extinguifh  the  confpiracy  which  difgraccs  the  kingdom  ;  and 
his  Excellency  will  foon  reap  the  fruits  of  his  unremitting  atten- 
tion to  public  fafcty  in  the  approbation  of  his  fovereign  and  in 
the  gratitude  of  the  people. 

[To  which  his  Excellency  returned  the  following  anfwcr.] 

YOUR  approbation  of  the  meafures  I  have  taken,  fo  ar- 
dently, immediately,  and  unanimoufly  conveyed,  affords  me  the 
higheft  gratification  :  you  cannot  doubt  of  my  vigorous  perfe- 
verance  in  what  you  have  approved ;  nor  can  I  hefitate  as  to 
the  fpccdy  fuccefs  of  thofe  efforts  which  are  fo  warmly  feconded 
by  the  energy  of  the  Icgillaturc,  and  by  the  loyal  fpirit  which  is 
fo  coufpicuouny  and  generally  difplayed. 

On 
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Oh  the  'Htb  May  Lord  Cafllcreagh  prefented  to  ibe  Houje  the  J'A* 
lowing  MeJJ'agc  from  the  Lord  Lieutenant. 

Camden. 

T  HAVE  thought  it  my  indirpenfable  duty,  by  and  with  the 
"■■  advice  of  the  Privy  Council,  under  the  prefent  circumftanccs 
of  this  kingdom,  to  illue  a  proclamation,  a  copy  of  which  I 
bave  ordered  Xo  be  laid  before  the  Houfe  of  Commons* 

C. 


iy  the  Lord  Lieutenant  and  Council  of  L'eland. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 
Camden. 

HIS  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant^  by  and  with  the  ad- 
vice of  the  Privy  Council,  has  ilFued  orders  to  all  the  genera! 
officers  commanding  his  Majedy's  forces  to  punifli  all  perfons 
adding,  aiding,  or  in  any  manner  aHining  in  the  rebellion  which 
now  cxifts  within  this  kingdom,  and  has  broken  out  in  the  moil 
daring  and  violent  attacks  upon  his  MajeAy's  forces,  according  to 
martial  law,  either  by  death  or  other  wife,  as  to  them  (hall  fcem 
right  and  expedient,  for  the  punifhment  and  fuppreflion  of  all 
rebels  in  their  feveral  diRrids:  of  which  all  his  Majelly's  fub- 
jefts  arc  hereby  required  to  take  notice. 

Given  at  the  council  chamber  in  Dublin,  the  24th  day  of 
May  1798. 

God  fave  the  King. 


The  follovulng  Rcfolutlonj  In  Anjwer  to  the  above  Mejfagej  wet 
moved  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer^  and  carritd  ncm. 
con* 

Refolved, 

THAT  an  humble  addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  Excellency  the 
Lord  Lieutenant,  to  exprefs  our  cordial  acknowledgment  for  the 
mcHage  fcnt  this  day  by  his  Excellency  to  the  Houfe.  We  en- 
tirely approve  the  dccifive  mcafure  his  Excellency  has  taken  by 
the  advice  of  the  Privy  Council,  however  we  may  lament  its  nc- 
ceffiiy.  We  rcncvv  our  engagement  of  fupport ;  and  when  wc 
rcflcdl  on  the  general  firmncfs  and  vigour  which  are  manifcftcd, 
wc  feel  the  fulled  aflurance  that  the  rebellion  will  be  fpcedily 
cruflied. 


On 
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On  Tue/Jay,  yune   17,  the  following  Afcjfagi  frcm  tbe  Lord  LieU'' 
tenant  was  prefcnttd  to  the  Houje  tf  Commons  by  Lord  CaftlC" 

reagh. 

CORNWALLIS, 

T  HAVE  received  the  King*s  commands  to  acquaint  the  Houle 
^  of  CommonSy  that  his  Majefty,  notwithftanding  his  juft  ab- 
horrence of  the  unnatural  and  unprovoked,  rebellion  which  has 
broken  out  in  this  kingdom,  yet  being  ever  difpofed  to  exert,  as 
far  as  poflible^  his  royal  prerogative  of  mercy,  and  to  receive . 
again  under  his  royal  protedion  thofe  who  by  the  arts  of 
wicked  and  deilgning  men  have  been  feduced  from  their  alIe-« 
giance,  has  fignified  his  gracious  intention  of  granting  his  ge» 
neral  and  free  pardon  for  all  offences  committed  on  or  before  a 
certain  day,  upon  fuch  conditions,  and  with  fuch  exceptions,  as 
may  be  compatible  with  the  public  fafety  ;  for  carrying  which 
benevolent  purpofe  into  execution,  his  Majeftv  has  figniiied  his 
gracious  intention  of  fan£tioning,  in  the  ufual  rorm^  by -his  royal 
^gnature,  a  bill  for  that  purpofe,  previous  to  its  beingfubmitttd 
for  the  concurrence  of  Pairliament. 

His  Majefly  has  alfo  direfled  me  to  lay  before^  you  feveral 
important  papers,  which  may  aflift  you  in  unfoldine  the  nature 
and  extent  of  the  confpiracy  which  has  long  prevailed  in  This 
J^ingdom  ;  not  doubting  that  whilft  your  endeavours  are  dire^ed 
to  give  ciFe£l  to  the  gracious  intentions  of  his  Majeftv,  that 
you  will  feel  it  your  indifpenfable  duty  to  confider  of  and  adopt 
ftich  meafurcs  of  falutary  precaution  as  may  tend  to  fecure  the 
ftate  hereafter  againfl  the  machinations  of  the  difafieAed* 

In   your  deliberations,    the  fufferings  of   his  Majefty's  loyal 
{bbjeds  will   naturally  receive  your  attention ;    and  I    recom- 
mend to  you  the  framing  of  eflPedual  meafures  for  afcertaiding 
their  lofTcs,  and  bringing  their  claims  under  the  confideration  of    - 
Parliament. 

The  numerous  and  continued   advantages  of   his  Majefiy*s 
forces  over  the  rebels,  afford  me  juft  ground  to  believe,  that  as  ^^ 
their  hopes  of  fuccefs  mud  have  failed,    fo  the  obftinacy  of  ' 
their  refidance  will  fpecdily  ceafe.      The   generals  under  wj  ^ 
command  have   received,    and  (ball  continue    to    receive,    the 
rnoil  pofitivc  orders  to  proceed  againft  them  with  tmcealing  at* 
tivity  and  vigour:  and   I  fhall  nut  fuiFer  their  exertions  tote- 
lax  fb  long  as  any  body  of  them  whatever  (hall  remain  in  armi 
againft  his  Majelty's  peace. 


Urd 
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Lord  Ct]/ihycagh  moved  the  following  Re/olution,  in  Anfwcr  to  the 
above  MeJJagc,     It  was  carried  unanimoujly. 

THAT  an  humble  addrefs  be  prcfented  to  his  Excellency  the 
Lord  Lieutenant,  to  requeft  his  Excellency  will  lay  before  his 
Majelly  the  finccre  acknowledgments  of  his  faithful  Commons 
for  the  gracious  communication  which  has  been  made  by  his  Ex- 
cellency, in  his  Majclty's  name,  to  this  Houfe. 

''rhat  we  (hould  be  dead  to  every  feeling  of  loyalty  and  grati* 
tudc|  if  ^ve  did  not  mod  uniqnivocally  declare,  that  his  Ma- 
jcdv's  reign  has  been  one  continued  feries  of  beneficent  conde- 
fccnllon  and  favouring  grace  to  his  fubjc£ls  of  this  kingdom ; 
that  under  his  benevolent  aufpices  his  Majefty^s  kingdom  of 
Ireland  had  rifen  to  a  height  of  profpcrtty  unhoped  for  and  un- 
paraUelfd  in  any  former  acra  \  that  our  commerce  had  been 
largely  extended,  our  conAitution  highly  improved,  and  every 
claTs  of  fubje^ls  conciliated  by  the  moll  liberal  a£ls  of  concef- 
fion  and  indulgence — that  feeling  from  this  conduft  in  his  Ma- 
jelly's  adminiitration,  that  the  duties  of  allegiance  aod  loyalty 
became  daily  Wronger  in  proportion  to  the  benefits  which  were 
experienced,  we  caimot  reprefs  our  indignation  at  the  ingrati- 
tude of  thofe  who  have  iniUgated  the  people  to  forget  fuch  ob- 
ligation, and  to  engage  in  confpiracy,  treafon,  and  rebellion. 

That  we  obfexve,  with  the  warmeft  admiration,  that  no  de- 
merit, no  crime  in  his  fubjeds  can  extinguifh  the  workings  of 
mercy  in  the  royal  bread,  and  that  his  Majedy  is  ever  more  will- 
ing to  confign  their  oftcnccs  to  oblivion,  upon  fuch  conditions 
and  witli  fuch  exceptions  us  may  be  compatible  with  the  public 
fafety,  than  to  puniOi  them  with  that  feverity  which  they  fo 
fully  dcTcrve;  that  a  condudl  fo  conciliatory  and  benevolent  mud 
cLcply  penetrate  the  heart  of  every  fubje£l;  and  whilft  it  is  our 
bonndcn  duty  to  form  the  ilrongell  guards  for  the  general  fecu- 
riiv,  and  for  maintaining  the  rights  of  his  Majedy's  throne 
aiiaind  the  future  machinations  of  the  difafleAed,  we  fliall  ever 
keep  in  view  the  humane  difpo  fit  ions  of  the  royal  mind,  an  J 
( ndcuvour  to  render  his  Maje(iy*s  mercy  complete  and  effica- 
cious; that  we  ri-qucll  his  Excellency  will  communicate  to  his 
M;ijc(iy  our  linccrc  thanks  for  ordering  to  be  laid  before  us  fc- 
Tcral  important  papeis,  which  may  uilid  us  in  unfolding  the  ex- 
tent of  tile  confpiracy  which  has  long  prevailed  in  this  kingdom, 
auwl  we  diall  refer  them  to  fuch  an  examination  as  their  peculiar 
luiturc  may  properly  demand. 

'J  hat  wc  diall  immediately  attend  to  the  AifTerings  of  thofe 
loyai  fiibje<Sls  whofc  families  and  property  have  been  injured  by 
the  rebels,  and  Oiail  endeavour  to  afcertain  their  lofTes  in  fuch  a 
manner  as  to  bring  the  claims  which  re fult  from  them  to  the 
fulUil  conftderation  j  that  wc  trull,  iVom  the  valour  of  all  his 
5  Majcfty's 
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Majefty*s  forces,  their  numerous  and  fighal  fucceflcs;  and  from 
the  late  entire  difpcrfion  which  the  rebels  have  experienced,  from 
the  vigorous  mealnrcs  which  have  been  adopted  by  his  Excellency^ 
all  future  rcfiltance  will  fpeedily  terminate. 

Thofc  offers  of  mercy  to  the  repentant,  thofc  meafures  of  vi- 
gour againd  the  obflinatd,  which  are  the  wife  refult  of  his  Ex- 
ceHency's  councils,  cannot  fail  finally  to  extinguilh  the  prefent 
rebellion,  and  to  reflore  the  invaluable  bledings  of  fubordination 
and  peace. 


His  ExcclUncys  Speech  to  both  Houfes  on  the  6th  of  Oilober  1798,  on 

proroguing  the  Parliament. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 
T  HAVE  the  fatisfadion  of  acquainting  you,  that  I  have  received 

the  King's  commands  to  releafc  you  from  your  long  and  fa- 
tiguing attendance  in  Parliament ;  and  I  am  ordered  to  thank  you, 
in  his  Majedy's  name,  for  the  unftiakcn  hrmnefs  and  magnani- 
mity with  which  you  have  met  the  mofl  trying  difficulties,  and 
with  which  the  meafures  have  been  planned,  which  you  have 
adopted  fortheprefervation  of  your  country. 

I  offer  you  my  moft  fincere  congratulations  on  the  glorious  vic- 
tory which  has  been  obtained  by  his  Majefty's  fquadron  under  the 
command  of  Sir  Horatio  Nelfon,  over  the  French  fleet  in  the 
Mediterranean,  which  not  only  reflcfts  the  higheft  honour  on  the 
officers  and  feamen  by  whom  it  has  been  achieved,  but  affords  a 
profpccl  of  the  mofl  beneficial  confequences  to  the  future  intercfts 
of  the  Britifli  empire. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 

I  am  commanded  to  convey  to  you  his  Majefly's  particular 
thanks  for  the  fupplies  which  you  have  fo  liberally  granted,  and 
by  which  you  have  manifcfled  both  the  extent  of  the  refources 
which  this  kingdom  polfclfes,  and  the  fpirit  with  which  they  are 
employed  by  the  Commons  of  Ireland  for  the  prefervation  of  the 
ftate. 

His  Majefly  laments  the  neceffity  which  calls  for  the  impofition 
of  frefli  burdens  on  his  Majefty's  fubje£ls ;  but  he  trufts  that 
they  will  fee  how  much  their  prefent  fafety  and  their  future 
happinefs  depend  on  their  exertion  in  the  arduous  contcft  in  which 
they  are  engaged;  and  he  allures  his  faithful  Commons,  that  the 
aids  which  they  have  afforded  Ihall  be  carefully  applied  to  the  great 
obje<5l  of  maintaining  the  honour  and  promoting  the  intcreft  of 
their  country. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 
The  circumlbnces  which  have  taken  place  fince  its  commence* 
TTicnt,  muft  render  this  fcilion  very  memorable. 

VoL.VU.  4C-  The 
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The  foulefl  and  Jarkeft  confpiracy  was  formed,  and  long  car- 
ried on  by  the  implacable  enemy  of  thcfe  realms,  tor  the  total  ex- 
tinction ot  the  ionllitution,  and  for  the  reparation  of  his  Majc£> 
tv's  kingdom  of  Ireland  from  Great  Htitain.  By  the  nnreniitting 
vigilance  of  my  prcJecelFor  in  this  government  the  treafoa  had 
been  detected  ;  the  apprehcnfion  of  the  prmcipal  conrpirators, 
and  the  falutary  meafures  wifely  adopied,  checked  its  progrefs; 
and  through  your  fagacious  diligence  it  has  been  developed  in  all 
its  parts,  and  traced  to  all  its  foiirces. 

A  dangerous  and  wicked  rebellion,  the  confequence  of  that 
confpiracy,  has  been  in  a  great  meafure  fubdued  ;  and  the  attempt 
of  our  inveterate  enemy  to  rekindle  the  flame  of  civil  difcord,  hy 
fending  a  force  into  this  country,  has  terminated  in  defeat. 

Religion,  the  grcateft  comfort  and  fupport  of  mankind,  has 
been  moil  wickedly  perverted  to  the  pnrpofe  of  inflaming  the 
word  of  paiiions  ;  and  the  vilell  arts  have  been  ufed  ta  perfuade 
the  ignorant  and  unwary,  that  in  a  reign  which  has  been  marked 
by  a  fcrics  of  iiidijli;cnces  to  all  feels  of  Chriftians,  it  is  the  in- 
tention of  his  Majrlly's  government  to  opprefs,  and  even  to  ex- 
tirpate that  defciiplion  of  his  Majefly's  (ubjc£ls  who  have  re- 
ceivevl  repeated  and  recent  marks  of  his  favour  and  proteAion. 

The  Catholics  of  Ireland  cannot  but  have  obfcrvcd  what  has 
been  the  condud  of  thofe  who  afFe£l  to  be  their  friends  towards 
the  rites  and  the  charaders  w  hich  they  venerate,  and  under  whofe 
aufpices  the  pcrfecutcd  payors  of  their  church  have  found  an 
afylum. 

Amongft  a  number  of  offenders  fomc  moft  aAive  chara£lers 
have  neceifarily  been  feledlcd  as  objects  of  public  judice  ;  but  in 
every  period  o\  this  dangerous  confpiracy  the  lenity  of  Govern- 
ment and  of  Parliament  has  been  confpicuous  ;  and  a  general  act 
of  pardon  has  recently  illued  from  the  royal  mercy,  for  the  pnr- 
pofe of  at^'oKiihL:  fceurity  to  the  repentant^  and  encouraging  the 
deluded  to  return  to  their  duty. 

The  vigour  nnd  po\%er  of  his  Majelly's  arms,  the  loyalty,  fpi- 
rit,  and  activity  of  his  rc[;ular,  militia,  and  yeomanry  forces,  toge- 
ther with  the  })ronipt  and  cordial  ailillance  of  the  militia  and  fen- 
cibles  ot  Ortai  Britain,  have  abundantly  proved  how  vain  every 
attempt  mnlt  be,  either  by  treachery  within,  or  by  force  from 
abro::«{,  to  undermine  or  overturn  our  civil  and  religious  eftablifli- 
inents. 

From  the  dangers  which  have  furrounded  you,  and  which  yott 
have  overcome,  )ou  muil  be  fcnfible  that  your  fecurity  can  only 
be  pietervedby  perfcveriiig  vigilance  and  increaGng  energy.  Yo« 
will  not  fnt^er  yourcrtorts  to  relax,  and  you  may  be  aifured  of  mj 
zealous  endeavours  to  fccond  your  exertions.  Our  hopes  and  our 
objedsarethe  fantc,  that  the  deluded  may  fee  their  error,  and  the 
difaffcdcd  be  reclaimed  \  but  if  an  endeavour  llia4  be  made  to 

abuft 
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abufethc  royal  mcncVi  and  to  form  frefli  confpiracies  in  the  pro- 
fped  of  impunity,  oiTended  juftice  will  then  be  compelled  to  ex* 
tend  to  the  obdurate  criminal  the  full  meafure  of  his  puniihrnent* 

Amidft  your  meafures  either  of  power,  of  juftice,  or  of  cle* 
tnency,  you  have  not  forgotten  to  aflPbrd  confolation  and  encou^ 
ragement  to  the  loyal*  The  means  which  were  adopted  for  their 
temporary  relief,  and  the  plan  which  has  been  devifed  for  t^e  fur- 
ther remuneration  of  their  loflfes,  are  highly  honourable  to  your 
feelings,  and  muft,  in  every  loyal  breads  excite  emotions  of  love 
and  gratitude  to  his  country. 

Since  my  arrival  in  this  kingdom  I  have  received  the  moft  flat- 
tering aflurances  of  your  regard  and  approbation,  which  command 
xny  warmeQ  acknowledgments  ;  and  whilft  I  feel  myfelf  thus  en* 
couraged  and  fupported,  and  refled  oh  the  loyalty  which  is  fo 
generally  difplayed,  and  on  the  force  which  is  entruiled  to  my  dt« 
re£lion,  I  cannot  allow  myfelf  to  doubt  of  the  fuccefs  of  our 
pnijted  endeavours  for  the  welfare  of  this  country. 


BRITISH  PARLIAMENT. 


>»■     i 


'AddreJ$  of  both   Houfes  of  Parliament  to  bis  Majeftj  on  the  loti 

Novem/fcr  1797. 

TXTEy  your  Majefly^smoft  dutiful  and  loyal  fubjeAs,  tfaeLordi 
^  fpiritual  and  temporal,  and  Coihixkmis,  in  Parliament  af« 
fembled,  have  taken  into  our  mod  ferious  conlideratton  the  papers 
which  your  Majefty  has  been  pleafed  to  direA  \o  be  laid  before 
us,  on  the  fubjedl  of  the  negotiation  into  which  your  Majefty  had 
entered,  with  the  view  of  refloring  to  your  people  a  fecure  aqd 
honourable  pcaGc.  In  every  ftage  of  that  tranfaAion  we  have  re* 
cognifed  your  Majedy's  invariable  and  unremitted  folicttude  for' 
our  profperity  and  welfare,  while  we  have  feen,  on  the  other 
hand,  the  mot^  abundant  proofs  of  the  continuance  of  that  fpirit 
of  inveterate  animofity  and  defperate  ambition,  on  the  part  of  .oar 
enemies,  in  which  <he  prefent  contcft  firft  originated.  Your  Ma<* 
jefly's  conduct,  chara£lerized  by  an  unexampled  mocferationy 
opennefs,  and  confiilency ,  has  left  to  the  enemy  no  means  of  eva- 
fion,  no  fuhtcrfuge  of  difguife  or^  artifice.  It  can  no  longer  biflji 
denied  that  their  conduA  is  aAuated  by  a  fixed  determination. of 
excluding  all  means  of  peace,  and  of  purfuing,  at  all  hasafds^ 
their  hoftilc  defigns  againd  the  happinefs  and  fafety  of  thefe  king- 
doms :  even  the  vain  pretence  of  pacific difpofitions  is  now  aban- 
doned,  and  the  real  piirpofcof  all  their  councils,  and  of  all  their 
meafures,  at  length  openly  and  publicly  avowed.  It  is  to  our 
laws  and  government  that  they  have  declared  their  irreconcilable 
hatred.  No  facrifice  will  content  them  but  that  of  our  liberty  ; 
Ap  coQce(Con  but  that  of  our  envied  and  happy  coi)ftitutioo* 
'^    *  4  C  2  Ucufer 
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Under  fiich  circumftanccs,  we  feci  the  duty  which  wc  owe  in 
thus  great  cril'is  to  Ciod  and  to  our  country.  Animated  by  the 
fame  fentiments  which  your  Majefty  has  been  pleafcd  to  declare 
to  your  people  and  to  the  world,  attached  to  your  Majclty  by 
principles  of  duty  and  gratitude,  and  feiilible  that  it  is  only  from 
courage  and  firmncfs  that  we  can  look  for  prefent  fafcty  or  per- 
manent peace,  we  are  determined  to  defend,  with  unfliaken  refo- 
lution,  your  Majefty's  throne,  the  lives  and  property  of  our  fel- 
low-fubjedls,  the  government  and  confHtution  of  our  country^ 
and  the  honour  and  independency  of  the  Britifli  empire.  Wc 
know  that  great  exertions  are  necelfary ;  we  are  prepared  to  make 
them  ;  and,  placing  our  firm  reliance  on  that  divine  protcAioa 
which  has  always  hitherto  been  extended  to  us,  wc  will  fupport 
your  Majcfly  to  the  utmoil,  and  iland  or  fall  with  our  xeligiony 
]awS|  and  liberties. 


The  follow!}}^  Amendment  to  the  Addrcfs  zcas  moved  in  the  H^ufi  cf 

Commons  by  Sir  jfohn  Sine/air. 

WE  beg  leave  to  return  your  Majefty  our  mod  humble  and 
hearty  thanks  ibr  your  gracious  communication  of  the  papers  rc- 
fpeding  the  late  negotiation  entered  into  with  the  government  of 
France.  When  we  confider  the  various  calamities  to  which  na- 
tions in  a  ftate  of  hoftility  are  necefl'arily  expofed,  we  cannot  but 
deplore  the  continuance  of  a  war,  which  has  already  occafioned 
fuch  expcnfe  of  treafure  and  of  blood  to  the  powers  engaged  in 
it  ;  and  we  join  moft  heartily  in  applauding  your  Majelly's  hu- 
mane and  beneficent  exertions  to  bring  the  fame  to  a  termination. 
We  trufl  that  the  two  nations  will  fee  the  wifdom  and  policy  of 
fpecdily  renewing  a  negotiation  fo  favourable  to  the  interefts  of 
humanity,  and  of  concluding  the  war  on  terms  juft  in  themfelves» 
and  honourable  to  the  parties  intereded  ;  the  only  true  foundation 
in  which  a  lalting  pacilication  can  be  expeded.  But  if,  unfortu- 
nately, luch  hopes  Ihoiild  not  be  realized,  and  (hould  the  further 
proftcuiiou  of  the  war  become  ncceflary,  your  Majefly  may  be 
allured  of  the  firm  and  unalterable  fupport  of  your  faithful  Com- 
mons, in  making  every  exertion  that  circumftances  may  render 
neccfl'ary  for  procuring  a  fafc  and  honourable  peace,  on  terms  con- 
filtcnt  with  the  dignity  of  your  Majefly's  crown  and  kingckxfli 
and  the  profperity  andeiTcniial  interellsof  your  people* 
[Tiic  above  amendment  was  withdrawn.] 


jn* 


H!s  Majcjifs  Anfwer  u  the  AUreh  #/  h^th  Hwfis  •/  Bmrlmmim 

•  on  tbt  I  ub  li^vemker. 

My  Lords  and  Gf  ntlcmqiiy 

NOTHING  would  be  more  fttisfaAory  to  me  thin  the  uns* 
nimotis  declaration  of  the  fentimenti  of  my  two  Houfes  of  Vm^  ' 
liament ;  they  are  fuch  as  the  conduA  and  declared  intention  of 
the  enemy  could  not  fail  to  produce.  We  are  engaged  in  a  caofir 
which  is  common  to  us  all,  and  contending  for  every  intereft.  whidi 
a  free  and  independent  nation  can  have  to.  maintain.  Under  the 
blefling  of  Providence,  I  look  with  confidence  to  the  iflue  of  this 
great  contcfl :  but  in  every  event  my  refolutibn  it  taken :  it  ig 
fuch  as  I  owe  to  God,  to  my  country,  and  to  myfelf,  and  it  it 
confirmed  by  the  fcntiments  which  you  have  this  day  deliveiti 
to  me.  I  will  not  be  wanting  to  my  people,  but  will  ftand  m 
fall  with  them  in  the  defence  of  ourrcligion  and  in  the  mainte- ' 
nance  of  the  independence^  laws,  and  liberties  of  thele  -kiiig^ 
donis. 


On  the  %fh  December  Mr.  Nicbplts  made  tbi  fMemheg  M^hnht^ 

Houje  ef  Ctrntmrnsm 


X 


lAT  all  falancs,  fees,  and  perqtiifites  of  all  peHboi  hM* 
ing  offices  under  the  Crown,  ihall  be  given  up  towarlsdlB* 
fraying  the  expcnfes  of  the  war,  excepting  the  (urn  of  adoof. 

a-year  to  all  oiliccrs  whofe  falaries,  fees,  and  perqtiifites  (hall  ex- 
ceed 2000/.  a-ycar.  This  refolution  not  to  extend  to  the  Locd 
Chancellor,  the  Speaker  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  the  Judgea^ 
the  oinccrs  holding  commifTions  in  the  army  and  navy,  andio 
foreign  ininifters. 

[The  motion  was  withdrawn.J 


71j£  foUo'M'mg  Mcjfagc  was  brought  down  to  the  Houfe  of  Commoms 

on  the  iithjanuaiy  1798. 
G.  R. 

UIS  Majcfly  thinks  proper  to  acquaint  the  Houfe  of  Lordt^ 
^  that  he  has  received  various  advices  of  preparations  made* 
and  mcafures  taken  in  France,  apparently  in  purfuance  of  a  de* 
ii^n  c}pcnly  and  repeatedly  profeiied  of  attempting  an  invafion  of 
thcfc  kingdoms.  His  Majeity  is  firmly  perfuaded  that  by  the 
7i'a],  courage,  and  exertions  of  his  faithful  people,  ftruraling  for 
every  thing  that  is  mod  dear  to  them,  fuch  an  enterprUe,  if  at* 
t(  mptcd,  will  terminate  in  the  confufion  and  ruin  of  tbofe  who 
may  be  engaged  in  it*    But  his  Majcfty^  in  his  anxioua  concern  for 

the 


(    566    j 

the  welfare  and  Tafety  of  his  people,  feels  it  incumbent  upon  him 
to  omit  no  fuitablc  precaution  which  may  contribute  to  their^e* 
fence  at  fo  important  a  conjunflure.  His  Majefty  therefore,  in 
'purfuance  of  the  aft  of  Parliament  paflfcd  laft  feflion  for  providing 
ioT  the  augmentation  of  the  militia,  thinks  it  right  to  make  this 
communication  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  to  the  end  that  his 
Majefty  may  caufe  the  faid  militia,  or  fuch  part  thereof  as  he  fliall 
think  necelTary,  to  be  dra^n  out  and  embodied,  and  to  march,  as 
occafion  (hall  require. 

Mr.  Dundas  movcd^  and  the  Houfe  agreed  to  the  following  AdHrcfs 

in  confequence  of  the  above  AfeJJ'age. 

THAT  an  humble  addrefsbe  prefented  to  his  Majefty,  to  return 
his  Majefty  our  moft  dutiful  thanks  for  gracioufly  communicating 
to  this  Houfe,  that  he  has  received  various  advices  of  preparations 
made  and'  meafures  taken  in  France,  apparently  in  purfuance  of 
Ihe  defign  openly  and  repeatedly  profeffed  of  attempting  the  in- 
vafion  of  thcfe  kingdoms :  To  aflure  his  Majefty  that  he  may 
rely  on  the  continued  and  decided  fupport  of  this  Houfe  In  this 
important  conjundturc  ;  and  that  we  are  firmly  perfuaded  that  the 
zeal  and  courage  of  his  faithful  fubjeds  ftruggling  for  all  that  is 
moft  dear  to  them,  will  be  vigoroufly  exerted  in  repelling  every 
infult,  and  will,  under  the  blefling  of  Providence,  be  eiFedual  for 
difappointing  the  ambitious  and  extravagant  defignsof  the  enemy, 
and  turning  them  to  the  confufion  of  thofe  who  may  be  engaged 
in  th6m. 

[A  fimilar  meflfage  was  prefented  to  the  Honfc  of  Lords  on  the 
fame  day,  and  a  fimilar  addrefs  ordered  to  be  prefented.] 

.  ■    ■      ■      ■       »■■.■..  ■  ..    » 

K)n  the  22d  February  1798,  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons^  Mr.  B  ker 
made  the  following  Afotion,  which  was  agreed  to. 

nrHAT  there  be  laid  before  the  Houfe,  an  account  of  the  pro- 
-*■    cecdings  of  the  Traiifport  Office,  and  of  the  Board  of  Ad- 
miralty, relative  to  the  treatment  of  the  French  prifoners  in  the 

different  parts  of  the  kingdom. 


On  the  23//  February   1 798,    Mr.   Hujkiffon    made  the  f^lktL'ing 
Motion  in  the  Houje  of  Commons^  which  was  agreed  to. 

THAT  there  be  laid  before  the  Houfe  fuch  extrads  from 
the  letters  and  corrcfpondcnce  as  related  to  the  detention  and  con- 
finement of  Sir  Sidney  Smith,  and  the  negotiation  entered  into 
between  the  two  governments,  refpeding  the  exchange  of  pri- 
foners of  war. 

Oh 
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On  the  lid  March  1 7989  In  tht  Houfe  o/Lotdsf  tbi  Dute  9f  Biifiti 

movedf  '  '    '  • 

npHAT  an  humble  addrefs  beprefented  to  his  Majefty,  moft 
^    humbly  to  reprefent  that,  from  the  commencement  of  the 
war  to  the  prefent  moment,  his  Majefty's  minifters  have  had  jdl 
the  advantages  which  could  be  derived  from  the  entire  confidcoM 
and  fupportof  Parliament  \  that  this  confidence  and  fopport  have 
given  them  the  unlimited  command  and  difpofal  of  the  power  * 
and   revenue  of    thcfe  kingdoms;    that,  with  means  profu&ly 
furniihed  to  obtain  fuccefs,  the  councils  which  have  had  tbe  di* 
re£lion  of  this  power  and  the  application  of  thefe  refources>  have 
been  attended  with  no  effcA  but  to  exalt  France  to  her  prefeot 
formidable  greatnefs,  and  in  the  fame  proportion  to  impair  the 
relative  fituation  of  Great  Britain  ;  to  expofe  her»  with  reduced 
ftrength  and  diminifhed  jefources,  to  all  thofe  danger*  which  it 
was  alleged  could  be  averted  only  by  an  early  and  fuccefsful  coni« 
bination  to  refill  the  principles  as  ^ell  as  the  power  of  the 
French  government ;  and,  after  an  unavailing  expcnfe  of  bleed 
and  treafure,  to  compel  his  Majefty's  mitiifters  tO/open  a  nego* 
tiation  for  peace  by  a  total  dereli&ion  of  all  the  principles  Ott 
which  the  war  was  faid  to  be  unavoidable,  and  by  fubmitting  te 
abandon  thofe  fafeguards  and  defences, '  which,  in  the  early  pe* 
riod  of  hofttlitics,  were  infifted  on  as  abfolutely  indifpeniable  to 
the  fccurity  of  thefe  kingdoms. 

That,  without  looking  back  to  the  caufies  of  the  wart  or  itt* 
quiring  now  whether  it  might  or  might  not  have  been  avoidedt, 
and  referving  for  another  moment  all  confideration  of  the  chaigei 
which  may  hereafter  be  brought  againft  thofe  perfons  who  orU 
ginally  advifed  his  Majefty  not  to  acknowledge  the  republic  of 
France,  nor  to  liften  to  any  terms  of  accofnmodation ;  we  think 
it  our  duty  humbly  to  lay  before  bis  Majefty.  the  fituation  i|i 
which  we  are  now  placed* 

We  are  awed  by  the  refult  of  the  war.itfeif,  and  aftoniihed  at 
the  conclufioq  drawn  from  it  by  his  Majefty's  cnintfters,  whoy 
with  all  the  means  of  vigorous  attack,  have  reduced  us  to  a  ftate 
of  precarious  defence,  yet  ftill  have  the  confidence  to  aflert«  that 
in  the  fame  councils  which  haVe  proved  fo  incompetent  in  ptolpe*  - 
rity  to  dlre^l  with  advantage  the  affairs  of  the  nation,  the  bed  ' 
means  are  to  be  found  of  relief  and  fecurity  in  our  prefcnt  diffi- 
culty and  diflrcfs ;  and  that  we  are  ftill  to  look  to  them  alooe  for 
the  attainment  of  a  fafe  and  honourable  peace.  .    -     ' 

That  this  Houfe,  and  every  member  of  it,  ia  ready  to  provide  for 

^  a  vigorous  defence  of  the  country,  and  will  not.  fliruik  from  wof 

perlonal  difficulty  or  danger  that  may  attend  the  performance  of 

this  duty.     That  whatever  differences  may  exift,  with  regard  to 

the  principles  and  policy  of  our  internal  government,  we  are  de*  * 

5  ;^  termioed 
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fcrmined  and  unanimous  in  our  rerolution  to  rcfifl  all  foreign  i:: - 
tcrt'crcnce.  But  inllructcd  as  wc  arc  by  a  lv?ng  fcricsot* events,  jnJ 
corrected  by  experience,  we  are  boirnd  by  our  duty,  and  compelled 
by  necellity,  to  fubmit  to  his  Majelty  our  hiinible  r.pinion  that  the 
fiiuation  ot  tlw  country  is  too  critical,  and  the  dangers  that  fur- 
round  it  arc  too  feriows,  to  admit  ot  any  further  trial  of  the  fan^c 
councils  which  have  conltanily  failed;  or  of  the  fame  perfons,  tor 
whofe  continuance  in  otiice,  notwithllanding  the  heavy  and  unan- 
fwered  charges  which  have  been  brought  again  11  them,  even  thcm- 
felves  have  nothing  to  plead,  bnt  a  feeble,  unavailing  rccliiude  of 
intention  conftantly  overpowered  by  the  fupciior  policy  and  vigoiir 
of  the  enemy,  or  a  pretended  apprchenfion,  equally  falfeand  ma- 
lignant, of  the  deligns  and  princi|)les  of  thofc  whom  his  Majelly 
might  appoint  to  fucceed  them  in  the  ad  mini  drat  ion  of  public  af- 
fairs, as  if  in  the  prcfcnt  cabinet  were  to  be  found  the  only  cJfi- 
cient  perfons  whofe  loyalty  and  attachment  to  the  coiiditution  wcic 
free  from  all  fufpicion  and  dnubt. 

That  lamenting,  as  we  do,  the  failure  of  the  late  ncgntijti.ir.'t 
for  peace,  we  befecch  his  Majelly  feriouily  to  reflect  whether, 
when  contlncted  by  his  prcfcnt  minifters,  there  could  be  any  rca- 
fonable  hope  of  their  fuccefs.  We  have  not  forgotten  their  hau::hty 
and  fuperci lions  rcjcvftion  of  all  offers  of  accommodation  prcvi^'u-s 
to  the  commencement  of  holtilities  ;  and  we  too  well  remember 
the  terms  of  inveteiate  and  irreconcilable  enmity  on  which  tl-c 
conteft  was  placed  at  the  (nilfet,  and  on  which  it  has  ever  linjc 
been  conduced,  to  hope  for  any  conciliatory  difpofttion  between 
the  enemy  and  the  orii;inal  advifers  of  the  war,  VVc  cannot  be 
furprifcd  that  anv  ovciturc  which  mav  now  be  made  bv  his  Ma- 
jelly's  miniflers,  after  having  wilfully  neglefled,  or  infolently  rc- 
fi.Ibcl,  cverv  favourable  opportunity  of  negotiation,  Oiould  be  rc- 
ce'.v:.:!  as  an  acknoule('\iJncnt  of  weaknefs  and  diflrefs,  rather  than 
as  a  proof  of  fmcere  difpofition  to  peace. 

Further,  to  rcprcfent  to  his  Majtlly,  that  the  fuuation  of  the 
country  is  in  all  rcTpei'.ts  pregnant  with  dangers  unknown  at  any 
fnrnvr  period.  Our  dointltic  diltrefs  is  great,  and  is  hourly  in- 
crciilWitr ;  the  principits  of  our  free  cnnliitution  have  been  vio- 
latcti,  :iii(l  fonie  of  tlit  inofi  cireiitial  feciirities  of  our  lit>ertics  dc- 
iirovid;  the  connexicfU  with  our  filter  kingdom  is  threatened  with 
diiloihtion,  and  ull  ti^-  found.iiions  of  our  importance  and  power 
in  Kuropc  are  rcnd'.nd  precarious  and  uncertain. 

To  extricate  ns  fr')!>i  f.  ch  diHieultics  requires  much  foriituJc 
and  wiliioin.  for  th'jfe  eiialifics  we  cannf»t  look  to  his  Maiclt^'^ 
prcfcnt  auvilers  ;  uu-.ier  them  we  cannot  hope  for  a  fuccefslul  prr- 
fccution  of  the  war,  liill  lcf»  for  the  conclufion  of  a  fccure  and 
equitable  peace. 

We  therefore  fiib::.i'  this  our  humble  re  pre  fen  tat  ion  to  his  Ma- 
}..Uy,  iruilin^  thai  hi-  M.jj'  liv  will  f^c,  us  wt  do,  the  ur<jcnl  an»*. 

•  ••■-.* 
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indifpcnfablc  ncccflity  of  employing  other  perfons,  and  of  adopting 
other  councils. 

[The  above  addrefs  was  reje£led  by  a  majority  of  113  non- 
contents  to  13  contents.] 

'   '^ '  '■ 

Jlgamjl  this  Decifion  of  the  Hqufe  the  following  Protcfl  was  entered 

on  the  Journals^ 
Diflentient, 
BECAUSE  we  feel  it  to  be  a  duty  prcfcrtbed  to  us  by  necef- 
fiiy,  and  dilated  equally  by  our  Ipvp  iqt  our  country,  and  by  our 
regard  for  the  pcrfon  and  dignity  of  the  King  himfelf,  to  declare 
our  folemn  and  confcientious  convidion,  that  nothing  (hort  of  an 
immediate  difmiflal  of  his  Majefty*s  prefent  minifters,  and  a 
change  of  the  fyftem  on  which  they  have  conduced  the  govern- 
menr,  can  enable  us  to  fupport  our  prefent  accumulated  didrefs, 
or  afford  us  a  chance  of  averting  the  dangers  with  which  we  are 
on  all  fides  furrounded,  and  which,  if  not  encountered  with  ade- 
quate fortitude  and  wifdom,  threaten  certain  ruin  and  dilFolution  to 
the  power,  laws,  and  liberties  of  thefe  kingdoms. 

Bedford. 

Norfolk. 

Holland. 

■ 

The  feilow'ing  Refolution  was  moved  by  Lord  Romney^  ih  the  Houfe 
of  Lords  J  on  the  22d  March  1 798,  and  agreed  ta. 

T>  ESOLVED,  That  in  a  crifis  in  which  all  the  inferefts  of  our 
^^  country  arc  at  rtake,  we  have  feen  with  peculiar  fatisfadion 
that  the  zeal  and  public  fpirit  of  every  rank  of  our  fcllow-fubjeds 
has  rifen  in  proportion  to  the  magnitude  of  th?  occafion  ;  and 
that,  animated  on  our  part  by  the  fame  fentiments,  we  deem  it 
our  indifpenfablc  duty,  indcad  of  diflrafting  the  councils  of  our 
Sovereign  with  propofals  of  change,  to  renew  the  declaration  of 
our  invariable  adherence  to  the  principles  which  have  governed  his- 
Majefty's  councils^  and  in  \Yhich  his  Parliament  has  uniformly 
concurred,  for  the  fccurity  of  thefe  kingdoms  againd  foreign  at 
tack,  and  for  the  maintenance  of  our  religion,  laws^  4nd  qon- 
ftilution. 


On  the  lOth  JprU  the  folloiving  Mcffoge  was  brought  down   to  the 
Houjc  of  Commonsy  from  his  AJa'ufiy^  by  AL •  Dundas. 

G.R. 
TlIS  Majcfly  thinks  it  proper  to  acquaint  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
'*•■''  mons,  that,  from  various  advices  received  by  his  Majefly,  it 
appears  that  preparations  for  the  embarkation  of  troops  and  war- 
like ftorcs  are  nQ>v  Carried  op  with  conGdcr^ble  and  increafing  ac-. 

Vol.  VII.  4D  "tivity* 
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tivity  in  the  ports  of  France,  Flanders,  and  Holland,  ^'ith  the 
avowed  dcfign  of  attempting  the  invafion  of  his  Majelty's  domi- 
nions; and  that  in  this  defign  the  enemy  is  encouraged  by  the  com- 
munications and  corrcfpotidcncc  of  traitorous  and  difafFcdlcd  per- 
fons  and  focictics  in  thefc  kingdoms. 

His  Mujefly  places  the  firmed  reliance  (under  the  blcfling  of 
Divine  Providence)  on  the  bravery  of  his  fleets  and  armies,  and' 
on  the  zeal,  public  fpiiit,  and  unfhakcn  courage  of  his  faithful 
people,  already  manifcilcd  in  the  voluntary  exertions  of  all  ranks 
of  his  fubjefts  for  the  general  defence,  more  than  ever  ncceflary, 
at  a  moment  when  they  are  called  upon  to  defend  all  that  is  moll 
dear  to  them. 

His  Majcfty,  in  purfuancc  of  the  aft  paflTed  in  the  laft  feflion  of 
Parliament  for  railing  a  provifional  body  of  cavalry,  has  thought 
it  right  to  give  dirc6lions  for  fuch  regiments  of  cavalry  to  be  drawn 
out  and  embodied;  and  it  is  alfo  his  Majc(ly*s  intention  to  order 
the  part  not  yet  embodied,  of  the  augmentation  made  to  the  mili- 
tia, under  the  a£l  of  the  lad  it/Tion,  to  be  forthwith  embodied  and 
drawn  oilt,  in  purfuance  of  his  Majefly's  communication  already 
made  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons  on  this  fubjeft. 

His  Majefly  feels  it  incumbent  on  him  to  make  the  fulled  ufc 
of  the  extcnfive  means  j)rovidcd  i)y  Parliament  for  the  national  de- 
fence; but  he  feels  it  at  the  fame  time,  under  the  circumilances 
that  he  hns  Itated,  ncccllarv  to  recommend  it  to  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  to  coniidcr,  without  delay,  of  fuch  further  meafures  as 
may  enable  his  Majelly  to  defeat  the  wicked  machinations  of  dif- 
aiFcded  perfons  within  thefe  realms,  and  to  guard  againft  the  dc« 
iigns  of  the  enemy,  either  abroad  or  at  home, 

A^Tr.  Dundds  moved  thcfollovjing  Addrefs^  which  was  agretd  to% 

THAT  an  humble  addrcfs  be  prcfentcd  to  his  Majefty,  to  return 
his  Majefly  the  humble  thanks  of  this  Houfe  for  his  mod  gracious 
meflage  ;  and  to  aifurc  his  Majefly,  that  this  Houfe  will  without 
delay  proceed  to  the  confideration  of  the  intercfling  fubjcAs  therein 
mentioned,  with  all  the  attention  which  their  importance  to  the 
fafety  of  thcfe  kingdoms  requires. 

[On  the  fame  day  a  iimilar  mefTage  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe 
of  Lords,  and  a  Iimilar  addrefs  with  the  above  agreed  to.] 


On  the  2^d  Afynl  the  Duke  of  Portland  brought  down  the  fQllffwlng 
McjJ'iige from  his  Majejly  to  the  Houfe  gf  Lords. 

G.  K. 
TJIS  Majefly  recommends  it  to  the  Houfe  to  conflder  of  cn- 
■*■-*'  abling  his  Majelly  to  make  remittances  from  time  to  time^ 
U)  be  applied  to  the  fcrvice  in  Irelandj  in  fuch  manner  as  fliall  be 

approved 
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approved  by  the  Parliament  of  that  kingdom,  as  fliall  not  exceed 
the  fum  of  two  millions,  on  provifion  being  made  for  intereft,  and 
charges  upon  a  loan  to  that  amount.    ' 

[An  addrefs  of  thanks  to  his  Majefty  for  the  above  meflage  was 
moved  and  carried. — On  the  24th  April  Mr.  Pitt  brought  down  to 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  a  fimilar  meffagc,  which  was  ordered  to  bp 
referred*to  a  committee  of  fupply  of  the  whole  Houfc.] 


On  the  nth  Jujie  1798,   Mr.  Pitt   brought  down  to  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  the  following  Mefjage  from  his  Majejly^ 

G.  R, 

TTIS  Majefty,  relying  on  the  experienced  zeal  and  affe£lion  of 
"*"*•  his  faithful  Commons,  and  confidering  that  it  may  be  of  the 
utmoft  importance  to  provide  for  fuch  emergencies  as  may  arife 
in  this  critical  conjun61ure,  is  defirous  that  the  Houfe  will  enable 
him  to  take  all  fuch  meafures  as  may  be  neceflary  to  difappoint  or 
defeat  any  enterprifcs  or  dcfigns  of  his  enemies,  and  as  the  exi- 
gencies of  affairs  may  require. 

[His  Majetty's  meflage  was  ordered  to  be  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee of  fupply  of  the  whole  Houfe. — A  fimilar  meflage  was  prc- 
fented  on  the  fame  day  to  the  Houte  of  Lords,  by  Lord  Grcnville, 
and  an  addrefs  of  thanks  to  his  Majefty  agreed  to.] 


On  the  14th  ftinc  1798,   Mr.  Sheridan,  moved ^  in  the  Houfe  of 

Commons^ 

nrHAT  a  committee  be  appointed  to  take  into  confideration  the 
"■"     ftate  of  Ireland. 

LThc  motion  was  negatived  by  a  majority  of  159  to  43.3 


On  the  fame  Day  Mr.  Sheridan  moved^ 

THAT  an  humble  addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  Majefty,  to  fub* 
mit  an  opinion  to  his  Majefty,  that  the  deploVable  ftate  of  Ireland 
calls  for  an  immediate  and  total  change  or  councils  and  meafures 
in  that  kingdom  :  That  if  the  fyftem  of  coercion,  enforced  in  the 
manner  it  has  been,  fliall  fucceed  to  the  full  extent  of  the  moft  fan- 
guine  expedlations  of  thofe  who  have  advifed  it,  the  conqueft  of  a 
dcfert  is  all  that  can  be  obtained  by  it;  and  that  Ireland,  fo  re- 
duced and  fo  defolated,  can  be  no  way  prefcrved  but  by  a  continued 
walte  of  the  v\ealth  and  ftrcngth  of  Great  Britain,  for  which  no 
other  return  from  that  country  can  be  rationally -expected  but  im«* 
placable  hatred  wailing  for  revenge  :  That  if  thefe  meafures  fail, 
the  poflibility  of  which  no  wife  government  could  leave  out  of  its 
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calculaiion,  Ireland  will  not  merely  be  loft,  but  may  become  an 
acccllion  to  the  power  of  France,  and  England  be  expofed  fo  the 
iil'uc  of  a  conteit  on  Englilh  ground,  not  for  acquifition  or  domi- 
nion, but  probably  for  exiftcnce.     We  (hould  fail  in  the  duty  we 
have  undertaken,  if  we  did  not  at  the  fame  time  exprefs  to  your 
Majcfty  our  abfolute  convidion  that  no  change  of  fyftem  in  Ireland 
would  be  etFcdual  to  its  puij>ore,  without  a  removal  of  thofc  per- 
fons  whofe  counfcls  have  produced  the  prefcnt  calamities,  and  who 
cannot  in  rcafon  be  confidcrcd  as  capable  of  correfting  their  own 
errors,  or  of  attempting  it  \vith  lluccrity  ;  and  whofe  pad  conduct, 
both   in  pradice  and  profcHion,  renders  it  impofllblc  for  them, 
even  were  they  to  ad  on  a   fincerc  convidion  of  paft  errors,  to 
raifc  an  cxpcdtuiion  in  Ireland  of  fuch  a  government,  on  tempe- 
rate principles,  as  might  difpofe  the  people  to  fubmittothe  regular 
and  indifpcnfabic  rcltraints  of  jullice  adminiftered  according  lo 
law,  or  even  to  accept  of  conceliion  without  didruft,  or  of  benefits 
with  gratitude. — Nothing,   in  our  opinion,  but  a  total  change  of 
men  as  well  as  meafurcs  can  prevent  the  otherwife  certain  aliena- 
tion, and  more  than  podible  fcparation,  of  that  country  from  Great 
Britain. 

[The  motion  was  negatived  without  a  diviHon^] 


On  the  I  ^th  'June  the  Duke  of  Leinjhr  moved  in  the  Houfe  of  Lerds^ 

npHAT  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  caufesof 
•*"    the  prcfent  calamitous  Itate  of  Ireland. 

[The  moiicn  was  negatived  by  a  majority  of  51  to  i8.1 


..  A    — 


O/;  the  18;.^  June  1 798,  Mr,  Dundasprefinted  the followiftg  Meffayt 

Jro?n  hh  Majejiy. 

G.  R. 

TTIS  M:i;c!ly  thinks  proper  to  acquaint  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
^^^  tluit  the  otliocrs,  iion-commilfioned  officers,  and  privates  of 
different  regiments  of  the  militia  of  this  kingdom  have  made  to 
his  Majciiy  a  voluntary  tender  of  their  fervices,  to  be  employed  in 
aid  of  the  r(^!^ular  atn!  militia  forces  of  this  kingdoixii  to  fupprcfs 
ihc  rchLiIioii  now  iin)iap[)ily  exifting  in  Ireland. 

His  M.iJLity  lias  received  wiili  the  utmoft  fendbility  this  (biking 
and  rcafon  able  proof  of  their  ardent  zeal  and  attachment  to  his 
ptifou  and  government,  and  of  afFedionatc  concern  for  the  intc- 
rclis  and  fafcty  of  his  Majtily's  faithful  and  loyal  fubjeAs  in  Irc- 
JhikI  :  and  conceiving  that  the  being  able  to  avail  himfelf  of  this 
new  and  diltinguilhed  inltance  of  public  fpirit  may  eventually  be 
tii  the  utnioli  importance  for  the  prefervation  of  the  lives  and  pro- 
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perty  of  his  Irlfh  fubjeSs^  for  the  fpecdy  and  cffeSual  fuppreflioli 
of  the  rebellion  ;  for  the  defence  of  Great  Britain  itfelf,  and  for 
the  general  interefts  and  fecurity  of  the  empire ; — he  recommends 
it  to  his  faithful  Commons  to  confider  of  fuch  proviPions  as  may 
be  neceflary  for  empowering  his  Majefty  for  a  time,  and  to  an  ex- 
tent to  be  limitedy  to  accept  the  fervices  of  fuch  parts  of  his  militia 
forces  in  this  kingdom,  as  may  voluntarily  offer  themfelves  to  be 
employed  in  Ireland  at  this  important  conjutidure* 


The  above  Mejjage  was  taken  into  Conjidet ation  on  the  t^tb  jfuHei 

and  the  Houfe  af  Commons  refoivedj 

THAT  ail  humble  addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  Majcfiy,  to  id- 
tiirn  his  MajeRy  the  thanks  of  this  Houfe  for  his  mod  gracious 
iiieflage  ;  to  alFure  his  Majedy,  that  while  we  deeply  regret  that 
the  machinations  of  wicked  men  (hould  have  induced  any  of  his 
Majefty 's  fubjeds  to  commit  a£ts  of  rebellion  againft  his  Majefty  V 
government,  we  at  the  fame  time  feel  the  higheft  fatisfaflion  that 
this  occafion  has  afforded  a  frefti  proof  of  the  zeal  and  ardour  for 
the  fervice  of  their  country,  which  has  ever  di(lingui(hed  the  mi« 
litia  forces  of  this  kingdom. 

That  conceiving  it  may  be  of  the  utmoft  importance  for  the  pro- 
teflion  of  his  Majefty's  loyal  fubjeSs  in  Ireland,  for  the  fpcedjr 
and  effeAual  fuppreflion  of  the  prefent  rebellion,  and  for  the  gene- 
ral defence  of  the  Britifh  empire,  that  his  Majefty  (hould  avail 
himfelf  of  the  voluntary  offers  of  fenrice  which  have  been  made 
by  fevcral  regiments  of  militia,  we  will  immediately  erffcr  into 
conlideration  of  fuch  provifions  as  may  be  neceffary  for  enabling 
his  Majefty  for  a  time,  and  to  an  extent  to  be  limited,  to  accept  of 
the  fervices  of  fuch  militia  regiments  as  may  wifli  to  be  eniployed 
at  this  important  conjunfture. 

[A  fimilar  meffage  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe  of  Lords  on  the 
i8th  June,  and  a  fimilar  addrefs  agreed  to.] 


In  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  on  the  2ld  JiinCy  Lord  George  Caveniijh 
moved  for  the  appointment  of  a  Committee  to  inquire  into  thedifturbm 
ances  at  prefent  fubJijUng  in  Ireland,  and  what  means  are  necefjarf 
to  be  adopted  for  conciliating  the  people  of  that  kingdom* 

T^HE  order  of  the  day  was  moved  upon  this  motion,  and  agreed 
.'*'    to  by  a  majority  of  212  to  66. 

in 
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In  the  Houje  of  Lords^  on  the  ijth  June,  the  Earl  of  BcfboTQUgb 

mtivcdy 

'T^HAT  an  humble  addrefs  be  prcfentcd  to  his  Majefty,  to 
-*•  ftate  to  his  Majefty  the  humble  advice  and  reqiiclt  of  this 
Houfe,  that  he  would  be  gracioufly  plcafcd  to  take  into  his  royal 
con ii deration  the  calamitous  Itate  of  his  kingdom  of  Ireland  \.  and 
that  when,  under  the  bleflings  of  Divine  Providence,  the  rebellion 
iiow  cxifting  in  that  kingdom  fliall  have  been  fupprelfcd,  fuch  a 
f)'Htcm  of  conciliation  may  be  adopted  as  may  tend  moft  effc^liially 
and  moll  fpeedily  to  rcltore  to  that  affliflcd  country  the  blcirm^;^ 
of  peace  and  good  government:  and  alfo  to  implore  his  Majcilv, 
in  the  adminiilration  of  the  nifairs  of  Ireland,  to  employ  fuch 
pcrfons  as  may  poiFcfs  the  confidence  of  the  people,  and  infure 
to  them  the  permanence  of  a  juil  and  lenient  fyftem  of  jjovern- 
menr. 

[The  above  motion  was  negatived  by  a  majority  of  51  to  ai.] 


On  the  fame  day  the  Duke  of  Bedford  moved, 

THAT  this  Houfc,  underftanding  it  to  be  a  matter  of  public 
notoriety,  that  the  fyllem  of  coercion  has  been  enforced  in  Ireland 
vith  a  rigour  ibocking  to  humanity ;  and  particularly,  that 
fcourges  and  other  tortures  have  been  employed  for  the  purpofc 
of  extorting  confellions — a  pradice  juftly  held  in  abhorrence  in 
every  civilized  part  of  the  world  ;  and  **  That  houfes  and  buildings 
have  been  fet  fire  to;  a  mode  of  puniihment  that  can  lead  only  to 
the  molt  perniciotis  confcquences,  and  that  feldom  or  ever  falls  on 
the  guilty,  but,  on  the  contrary,  on  the  landlord,  the  wife  and  chil- 
dren of  the  criminals;  who,  however  iniquitous  the  hufband  or  fa- 
ther, ougiit  always  to  be  fpared  and  proiedled;" — is  of  opinion,  thit 
an  ininicJiate  Itop  flionld  be  put  to  pra£lices  fo  difgraceful  to  tlic 
Ikitiih  name  ;  anil  that  our  hell  hopes  of  rcfturing  tranquillil\  to 
IrcUiiul  mull  arife  from  a  chan^'e  of  fyllem,  as  far  as  depends  o\\ 
the  executive  government,  together  with  a  removal  from  their  fta- 
tioTis  of  thofe  perfons  by  whofe  advice  thofe  atrocities  have  been 
pcrpc* rated,  and  with  regard  to  whom  the  affliv^ed  people  ot  Ire- 
land can  feel  no  feniimenis  but  thofe  of  rcfentment  and  terror, 

[Tlie  above  motion  was  negatived  by  a  majority  of  63  to  2Q> j 


^gahiQ  this  declfon  of  the  Houfe  the  folhzu'lng  Protejis  ivcre  entered 

on  the  Journals, 

DilTcntient,  Die  A^fercurli^  27  7"w-'''i   ^79^- 

BECAUSE  the  Houfe,  having  thought  fit  to  rejeft  the  various 
motions  refpe£ting  the  calamitous  fituatiou  of  Ireland^  which  have 
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hcen  fuhmittcd  to  their  confideration,  in  the  (irft  inftance  for  in* 
quirv — in  the  fccond,  for  lenity  and  conciliatiuri — and  in  the  lalt» 
for  putting  an  immediate  iiop  at  leaft  to  the  rigorous  proceedings 
ot  the  aimy  in  Ireland,  where,  under  the  name  of  a  fyflem  of  co* 
crcion,  we  have  rcafon  to  fear  that  atrocious  cruelties  have  beca 
praitiftJ,  \vc  think  it  our  duty  to  record  the  nature  of  the  evi- 
dence on  which  wc  have  proceeded,  and  on  which  our  convi£lioit 
of  the  truth  of  the  fadls  is  founded,  and  on  that  evidence  to  appeal 
ill  our  own  julliF.cation  to  our  country,  to  the  world,  and  to  pos- 
terity. VVc  aflirm,  that  the  fads  are  undifputcd,  that  the  evi- 
dence of  them  is  irrefiltible,  and  that  the  effects  produced  by  this 
barbarous  fyllcm  convid  the  authors  and  advifers  of  fuch  a  total 
want  of  vv  ifdom,  even  for  their  own  pretended  purpofes,  as  can 
only  he  exceeded  by  the  Ihocking  cruelty  of  the  principles  avowed^ 
and  of  the  practice  recommended  by  them. — Wc  (hall  ftate  feme 
of  the  tl'i.uments  we  refer  to,  in  the  order  of  time  m  which  thcjT 
have  appeared,  in  order  to  Ihow  that  this  fyftt*ni  of  coercion  has 
not  been  halt II v  reforted  to  on  the  fpur  of  an  inftant  ncceflity,  but 
that  it  was  deliberately  rcfolved  on  long  before  it  could  be  juttiiied 
or  palliated  by  any  of  the  pretences  or  caufcs  which  have  fince  been 
alhgned  in  dclencc  of  it. 

'<  Duiiin  CaftU;  March  3,  1798. 
•*  His  Excellency  further  authorizes  you  to  employ  force  againft 
any  perfons  ailemblcd  in  arms,  not  legally  authorized  fo  to  be^ 
and  10  difperfe  all  tumultuous  aflPcmblies  of  perfons,  though  they 
may  not  be  in  arm-?,  without  waiting  for  the  fan£lion  and  aflift- 
ance  of  the  civil  authority,  if,  in  your  opinion,  the  peace  of  the 
rculiu  and  il.e  fafety  of  his  Majefty*s  faithful  fubjeSs  may  be  en- 
d.i:;Ljere(l  by  wailinfj  for  fnch  authority, 

(Sl^^ned)  *«  Thomas  Pelham/* 

(^n  tiir  ?Mh  of  February  1798,  Sir  Ralph  A  bercrombie  declared 
\i\  I  i  hlic  (»nl«.r>,  that  **  the  very  difgraccful  frequency  of  courts. 
nuirtial,  aiul  (he  many  complaints  of  irregularities  in  the  conduct 
r  r  the  !iwp>  Ml  that  kingdom,  had  too  unfortunately  proved  the 
:;-r'n  to  !).•  in  a  itateof  liceniioufnefs,  which  mull  render  it  formi- 
i».il>!'.   t,,  o\i  rv  <»!ie  but  ijic  enemv.'* 

K  )ii  li..    iS'.'i  i)f  April  1798,  the  following  order  was  ilTucd  by 

*'    I'm.'  C  "  niiKiiulcr  in  Chi'.f  ^ivcs  this  public  notice,  that  the 

\j\i\  !J  ntcnafjr  and  Council  hive  iifucd  orders  to  him  to  quarter 

?:      '.'  ,  tt;  |u  Is  h«)i'c.>  and  carriages,  to  demand  forage  and  pro* 

\  .n  ):?',  ?.fui  to  liokl  Cv):irts  martial  for  the  trial  of  offences  of  all 

U  ^;|  ::';ns,  civil  and  military,  with  the  power  of  confirming  and 

AT'.wwz,  ii:to  (  \er»iti.'Mi  the  feutcnccs  of  fuch  courts  martial,  and 


4 1 


it   ::rik  laiii.nionb. 


«  th( 


r  576  ) 

*^  The  Commander  in  Chief  calls  on  all  the  general  officers  to 
procure  uf  the  magiftrates  the  bed  accounts  they  can  give  of  the 
number  of  arms  taken  from  the  yeomanry  and  the  well-aflfeded,  of 
arms  that  have  been  concealed,  and  of  pikes  that  have  been  made, 
which  are  to  be  recovered  and  taken  poiTeffion  of  by  the  mi- 
litary. 

**  They  are  alfo  to  communicate  to  the  people  through  the 
pried Sy  and  by  one  or  two  men  fcledled  from  each  town-land,  the 
purpofc  of  the  following  notice. 

**  That  the  order,  if  complied  with,  will  be  a  fign  of  their 
general  repentance;  and  not  only  forgivenefs  will  follow,  but 
prote<^Vion. 

'*  That  they  muft  be  fcnfible  that  it  is  infinitely  better  for  them 
to  remain  at  home,  quietly  minding  their  own  affairs,  than  com- 
mitting afls  which  mu(l  bring  on  the  ruin  of  themfclves  and  of 
their  families, 

^«  As  it  will  be  irnpofllble  in  fomc  degree  to  prevent  the  inno- 
cent from  ruffcring  vvi»h  the  guilty,  the  innocent  have  means  of 
redrcfs,  by  informing  againd  thofe  who  have  engaged  in  unlawful 
atfociatious,  and  robbing  houfcs  of  arms  and  money. 

"  The  people  mufl  be  very  ignorant  not  to  know,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  fair  promifes  of  the  French,  that  they  have  firil 
deceived,  and  then  plundered  every  country  into  which  they  have 
come.  And  they  are  therefore  forewarned,  that,  in  cafe  of  inva- 
fion  from  the  French,  if  they  fhould  attempt  to  Join  the  enemy^ 
^r  communicate  with  him,  or  join  in  any  in(urre£lion,  they 
will  be  immediately  piit  to  death,  and  their  houfes  and  properties 
deftroyed. 

•«  'I  he  general  officers  call  on  the  people  to  know  why  they 
fhoiild  be  Icfs  attached  to  the  government  no^,  than  they  were  a 
vear  ago,  when  they  fhowed  fo  much  loyalty  in  alTifting  his 
IVIajefty's  troops  to  oppofe  the  landing  of  the  French.  Is  it  not 
bccaufe  they  liave  been  fednced  by  wicked  men  ? 

**  Why  fhould  they  think  themfelves  bound  by  oaths  into 
Vhich  tliey  have  been  feduccd  or  terrified  ? 

"  The  people  are  rcqucfted  to  bring  in  their  arms  to  the  magif- 
trates  or  commanding  oflicers  in  the  neighbourhood,  who  have 
dirciSions  to  receive  them,  and  no  qucfUons  will  be  afked. 

(Signed)  *'  James  Duff,  Maj.  Gen." 

On  the  7ih  of  May  1798,  the  following  orders  were  iffucd  by 
.Lieutenant-[:eneral  Sir  James  Stewart : 

"  Whereas  it  has  been  reprefentcd  to  Lieutenant -general  Sir 
James  Stewart,  that  in  fonie  parts  of  the  country,  where  it  has 
been  neceffary  to  ilatlon  troops  at  ficc  quarters  for  the  reftoration 
of  public  tranquillity,  that  general  fubfcriptions  of  money  have 
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been  entered  into  by  the  inhabitants  to  piirchafc  provifions  for  the 
troops,  by  which  means  the  end  propofed,  of  making  the  burden 
fall  as  much  as  podible  on  the  guilty,  is  entirely  defeated,  by 
making  it  fall  iti  a  light  proportion  on  the  whole,  and  thereby 
cafing  and  protecting  the  guilty ;  it  has  been  thought  proper  to' 
direft,  that  whenever  that  praftice  has  been  adopted,  or  (hall  be 
attempted,  the  general  officers  commanding  divifions  of  the  fouth- 
ern  didridt,  Oiall  immediately  double,  treble,  or  quadruple  the 
number  of  foldiers  fo'flationed,  and  (hall  fend  out  regular  foraging 
parties  to  provide  provifions  for  the  troops,  in  the  quantities'  men- 
tioned in  the  former  notice,  bearing  date  the  27th  day  of  April  1 798, 
and  that  they  Ihall  move  them  from  ftaiion  to  ftation  through  the  dif- 
tridt  or  barony,  until  arms  are  furrendered,  and  tranquillity  be 
perfedlly  reflored,  and  until  it  is  reported  to  the  general  officers, 
oy  the  gentlemen  holding  landed  property,  and  thofe  who  are* 
employed  in  collefling  the  public  revenues  and  tithes,  that  all 
rents,  taxes,  and  tithes  are  completely  paid  up." 
jidjutant  GencraVs  OJjlcCy  Corky  May  7,  1798. 

On  the  nth  of  June  1798,  Major-general  Nugent,  after 
holding  out  certain  offers  and  terms  to  the  infurgents,  proceeds 
to  declare,  "  That,  (hould  the  above  injundiions  not  be  complied 
with  within  the  time  fpecified.  Major-general  Nugent  will  pro- 
ceed to  fet  fire  to  and  wholly  deftroy  the  towns  of  Killincy,  Kil- 
lileagh,  Rallynahinch,  Sallitfield,  and  every  cottage  and  farm- 
houfe  in  the  vicinity  of  thofe  places,  carry  off  the  (lock  Smd  cattle, 
and  put  every  one  to  the  fword  who  may  be  fonnd  in  arras. 

**  It  particularly  behoves  all  the  well-affcfled  perfons  who  are 
now  with  the  rebels  from  conftraint,  and  who,  it  is  known,  form 
a  confiderable  part  of  their  numbers,  to  exert  themfelves  in  having 
thefe  terms  complied  with,  as  it  is  the  only  opportunity  there  will 
be  of  refcuing  themfelves  and  properties  from  the  indifcriminate 
vengeance  of  an  army  neceffarily  let  loofe  upon  them." 

But,  finally,  the  document  which  appears  to  us  the  moft  im-- 
portant  of  all,  and  to  which  we  earneilly  invite  and  prefs  the 
attention  of  the  Houfe,  is  a  public  order  ilTued  about  the  middle 
of  the  prefent  month  of  Jimc  1798,  in  the  following  words  : 

'<  Major-general  Morrifon  requefts  that  officers  commanding 
corps,  will  give  the  llrifteft  orders  to  prevent  fetting  fire  to  houfes 
OS  buildings  of  zny  kind,  a  mode  of  punifhmenl  that  can  lead 
only  to  the  moft  pernicious  confequences,  and  that  feldom  or  ever 
falls  on  the  guilty,  but  on  the  contrary,  pn  the  landlord,  the  wife 
and  children  of  the  criminals,  who,  however  iniquitous  the  huf« 
band  or  father,  ought  always  to  be  fpared  and  protected. 

**  And  he  has  like  wife  received  orders  from  Lieutenant-gene- 
ral Lake,  that  free  quarters  are  no  longer  to  be  permitted,  nei-* 
4her  are  foraging  parlies  to  be  allowed  tj  t^o  out,  unlefs  under  the 
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rare  of  an  officer,  who  is  to  be  rcfponfible  for  every  a£t,  in  order 
that  the  friends  of  Government,  the  hclplefs  and  innrm,  may  not 
be  involved  in  one  indifcriminatc  aiafs  of  dcftruAion  with  the 
rebellious  and  ill-difpofed." 

The  prohibition  contained  in  this  order,  wife  and  humane  as  it 
IS,  is  equivalent  to  a  hi(lory  of  all  the  horrible  tranfadlfons  it  alludes 
to,  and  cftablifhes  the  truth  of  them  by  evidence,  which  cannot 
be  difputed  or  fufpcftcd,  and  alfo  confirms  in  the  ftrongcft  terms, 
and  on  the  irrefiflible  proof  derived  from  praiiice  and  experience, 
that  fuch  a  mode  of  punifhment  fcldom,  or  ever  falls  on  the  guilt}-, 
but  on  women  and  children,  who  ought  always  to  be  fpared  and 
prote£ied ;  and  that  its  principle,  if  not  its  only  operation  and  eiFedt 
IS  to  involve  the  friends  of  Government,  the  hclplefs  and  iniinn» 
m  one  mafs  of  de/lrudion  with  the  rebellious  and  ill-difpofed. 

Bedford. 

WenTWORTH  FlTZWILLXAM* 

J^OKSOKBV- 

HOLLAND. 

^  Albemarle, 

King. 
Thanet; 


PROTEST. 
Diifcntient, 

1.  BECAUSE  I  was  (hocked  that  an  addrefs  to  the  Kings 
upon  fo  awful  a  fubjcdl  as  the  prefent  ftate  of  Ireland,  ihoulJ 
!uve  been  rejected,  without  one  fmgle  fyllablc  being  faid  by 
the  King's  minifters  upon  the  fubjeft. 

2.  Becaufe  I   l(K>k    back  with   pride  to  that  law  which  our 
anceftors  obtained,  which  fays,  "  No  free  man  (hall  be  taken,  or 
imprifoncd,  or  dilfcized  of  his  freehold,  or  liberties,  or  free  cuf- 
toms,   or  be  outlawed,   or  exiled,  or  any  otherwife  deftroyed. 
Nor  will  wc  not  pafs  upon  him,  nor  condemn  him,  but  by  law- 
ful judgment  of  his  peers,  or  by  the  law  of  the  land.     We  will 
fell  to  no  man.     Wc  will  not  deny  or  defer  to  any  man  either 
jiifticc  or  right.'*     And  bccaufe  I  agree  with  the  commentary  of 
I'.iat  great  lawyer.  Sir  Edward  Coke,  upon  this  chapter  of  Magn^ 
Charta,  wherein  he  fays,  "  No  man  dcftroyed ;"  that  is,  fore- 
judged of  life  or  limb,  difhcrited,  or  put  to  torture  or  death. 
And  bccaufe  I  think  that  to  Hog,  picket,  and  half-hang  any  of 
our  fcllow-fubjedls,  in  order  to  extort  confeflion,  is  •*  a  putting  to 
torture,"  and,  th'-rcfore,  not  only  outrageous  to  humanity,  but 
tlircflly  againft    Magna   Charta,   the   great  corner-done  of  our 
laws  and  liberties.     And  whoever  have  dared  to  put  to  torture  any 
of  our  fellow-fubjcfts  in  Ireland,  or  elfewherc,  have  violated  the 
great  charter,  have  betrayed  their  country,  and  ought  fpccdily  lo 
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be  brought  to  condign  punifliment,  for  thefe  their  treafonable 
and  deteftablc  praftices.  And  whoever  have  dared  openly  and 
publicly  to  juftify  torture,  upon  the  ground  of  policy,  deferve  the 
fame  execrations  from  their  countrymen  as  have  been'  ufually 
given  to  the  cruelleft  inquifitors  of  Rome. 

3.  Becaufe,  v^hcnever  our  brethren  and  fellow- fubjefls  in  Ire- 
land, or  clfewhere,  are  flogged,  picketed,  half-hanged^  and  other- 
wilTe  tortured,  in  order  to  extort  confcffion,  I  hold  it  to  be  the 
bounden  duty  of  every  man,  in  his  different  ftatibn,  to  ufe  all  the 
legal  means  in  his  power  to  declare  his  abhorrence  of  fuch  diabo- 
lical and  tyrannical  meafures. 

4.  Becaufe  I  hold,  that  when  an  Irifhman  is  tortured,  an 
JEngHfhman  is  tortured  ;  for  the  fame  men,  who,  in  violation  of 
the  laws  of  their  country,  and  of  every  diSate  of  humanity,  dare 
to  put  Iriihmcn  to  torture,  will  not  hefuate,  when  they  think  it 
expedient,  to  put  Englifhmen  to  torture  alfo. 

5.  Becaufe  it  is  a  moral  truth  that  cannot  be  denied,  that,  if 
men  have  been  driven,  by  flogging  and  by  tortures,  contrary  to 
all  law  and  reafon,  into  open  refiftance,  the  guilt  and  confequences 
of  that  refiftance  are  imputable  to  thofe  who  flog  and  torture^ 
contrary  to  all  law  and  reafon,  and  not  to  thofe  who  are  thereby 
driven  to  refiftance. 

6.  Becaufe  to  flog  and  torture  men  into  open  reflftance,  for  the 
fake  of  employing  a  power  in  the  hands  of  thofe  who  flog  and  tor-, 
ture,  to  crufti  that  refiftance,  and  thereby  to  make  themfelves 
more  fecure,  is  not  only  a  refinement  of  cruelty,  againft  whicl^ 
law,  reafon,  juftice,  humanity,  and  nature,  cry  aloud;  but  which 
the  experience  of  all  times  teaches  us  will  never  anfwer. 

7.  Becaufe  the  hiftory  of  the  world  tells  us,  that  it  is  no  fmalt 
matter  which  provokes  a  people  to  throw  off  their  allegiance;  and 
that  when  they  have  thrown  off  their  allegiance,  attention  to  their 
juft  demands,  and  protcdion  in  the  enjoyment  of  their  rights, 
liberties,  and  properties,  are  the  only  means  by  which  an  alle- 
giance worth  having  can  be  recovered. 

8.  Becaufe  I  think  the  times  call  for  a  declaration  of  thefe  priri* 
ciples,  and  that  to  a<^  upon  them  is  the  only  method  of  healing 
the  prefcnt  difcontents,  and  preventing  the  fpeedy  ruin  of  our 
country.  Oxford  and  MokTuksR. 


Speech  of  his  Majcfty  on  the  2^th  June  1798,  to  both  Houfes^  on 

proroguing  the  Parliament. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

T>Y  the  meafures  adopted  during  the  prefcnt  fefllon,  you  have 
^  amply  fulfilled  the  folemn  and  unanimous  aflurance  which  I 
received  from  you  at  its  commencement. 

4  E  a  The 


"I'ho  rxnniplc  of  your  firmntfs  aiul  conflancy  has  been  applaiidcJ 
njui  tollowc^l  by  luy  fubjcfts  in  every  rank  and  condition  in  life: 
:i  fpirit  v»t  voliin.aiy  aiul  arJcnt  exertion,  diifufed  through  every 
part  of  the  kingdom,  has  Ilrcngthcncd  and  confirmed  our  internal 
Icviiril',  :  the  fame  fciitiments  have  continued  to  animate  mv 
trv)ops  ot'c\cry  J^fcripnon  ;  and  my  fleets  have  met  the  menaces 
of  invalioii  by  blocking  up  all  our  enemies  in  their  principal 
pons. 

(icnilcMicn  of  the  Hoiifc  of  Commons, 

The  extenlivc  and  equitable  fchemc  of  contribution,  by  "which 
fvi  \:\T\ii.'  a  fliarc  of  our  expcnfes  will  be  defrayed  within  the  vear, 
lias  defeated  the  expc^Rations  of  thofe  who  had  vainly  hoped  tj 
rxhaiill  our  tncans,  and  to  defiroy  our  public  cicdit.  You  Ii3\e 
been  enabled  to  avail  vourfelvc^  of  farther  refources  from  a  com- 
mercc  increafcil  in  extent  and  vij^our^  notwiihitanding  the  ditli- 
cuhies  of  war,  :;nd  have  had  the  lingular  fatisfa£lion  of  deriving, 
at  the  fame  nivMuent,  large  additional  aid  from  individual  cxcr- 
tionsM^f  nncx.implrd  zeal,  liberality,  and  patriotifm. 

'I'lie  proxil'ut!!  whi^h  Ims  been  made  for  the  redemption  of  the 
land-tax,  ha>  alfo  cliablilhed  a  fyilem  wbich,  in  its  progrclfivc 
o|\i  ratii^n,  may  produce  the  happieil  confequcnces,  by  the  increali* 
\<t  v^'iii  rcfiMirces,  the  diminution  of  our  debt,  and  the  fupportol 
piihiiv  credit. 

My  Lords  and  Cienilemi.n, 

The  defigns  of  the  difartl^'led,  carried  on  in  concert  with  our 
ii'.vc  tcr.ite  ( ricmics,  have  been  unremittingly  purfued  ;  but  have 
been  happily  and  eflechially  connterarted  in  this  kingdom,  by  ih'- 
mi'i;al  /val  and  lo\aliv  of  mv  fubjecls. 

In  lu'.and  they  have  bioken  out  Into  the  mod  criminal  afls  of 
v^pui  rv'billion.  Every  effort  has  been  employed  on  my  part  to 
fnbduc  thl^  da!igeri>ns  fpirit,  which  is  equally  liodilc  to  the  in- 
terefii-  an*.!  Tiieiy  of  every  part  ol  the  Briiilh  empire.  I  cannot 
too  ltr(jni;lv  Ci»inmend  the  unlhaken  fidelity  and  valour  of  m%" 
i\gii:ar,  tcn^ible,  and  militia  torces  in  Ireland;  and  that  deter- 
mined 1  pi  lit  with  whlih  mv  vcomanrv  and  volunteer  forces  of 
ihai  kiULiiom  have  liiH>d  forward  in  the  defence  of  the  lives  and 
projKith-  ui  tlieir  fellow -fubjevLta,  and  in  fupport  of  the  lawful 
v:o\ern;v.L:ir. 

Tl:t  iti iking  and  honourable  proof  of  alacrity  and  public  fpi- 
rit •  wiruh  i\)  ii.any  of  my  fjuciblc  and  militia  regiments  in  thi> 
kin^.dv^m  have  manifefted  on  this  occalion,  has  already  received 
the  fu'.icli  tLiiiinuny  of  th*.*  approbation  of  Parliament. 

This  L^.iiducl,  perfonally  \o  honourable  to  the  individuals,  af- 
♦.  id'  t!ie  Ilfvif^gcrt  pledge,  both  of  the  military  ardour  which  ac- 
tuatr:s  th  ^  valuable  part  of  our  national  defence^  and  of  their  af- 

fcdlioDAie 


\  581  ) 


fc^lionate  concern  for  the  fafety  and  happin^fs  of  Ireland,  wtiidi 
are  eflentially  conneded  with  the  general  interefU  of  the  Britifii 
empire. 

With  the  advantage  of  this  fupport,  and  after  the  didinguifhed. 
and  important  fuccefs  which  has  recently  attended  the  operations 
of  my  arms  againft  the  principal  force  of  the  rebels,  I  craft  the 
lime  is  fad  approaching,  when  thofe  now  feduced  from  their  al«* 
legiance  will  be  brought  to  a.  juft  fenfe  of  the  guilt  they  have 
incurred,  and  uill  entitle  themfelves  to  forgivenefs,  and  to  that 
proteSion  which  it  is  my  conAant  wifli  to  afford  taevery  clafs  ^nd 
^  condition  of  my  fubjefis,  who  manifeft  their  deiire  to  pay  a  due 
obedience  to  the  laws.  ^. 

This  temporary  interruption  of  tranquillity,  and  all  its  attend- 
ant calamities^  mud  be  attributed  to  thofe  pernicious  principles 
which  have  been  induftrioufly  propagated  in  that  country,  and 
which,  wherever  they  have  prevailed,  have  never  failed  to  pro* 
duce  the  mod  difaftrous  eife^s. 

With  fuch  warnings  before  us,  fenfible  of  the  danger  which 
we  are  called  upon  to  repel,  and  of  the  bleflings  we  have  to  pre* 
ferve,  let  us  continue  firmly  united  in  a  determined  refiftance  t0 
the  defigns  of  our  enemies,  and  in  the  defence  of  that  cpnftitu* 
tion  which  has  been  found  by  experience  to  infure  to  us,  in  fo 
eminent  a  degree,  public  liberty,  national  ftrength,  and  the  fecu* 
rity  and  comfort  of  all  claffes  of  the  community^ 

It  is  only  by  perfeverance  in  this  line  of  oonduA,  that  we  can 
hope,  under  the  continuance  of  that  divine  proteAion  which 
we  have  fo  abundantly  experienced,  to  coadu6i  this  arduous  con* 
teil  to  a  happy  ilTue,  and  to  maintain,  uhdiminiOiedj  thie  leCll* 
rity,  honour,  and  lading  profperity  of  the  country. 


His  Majeflys  mojl  gracious  Speech  to  both  Houfes  at  the  Aiiiiing  rf 

Parliament^  on  the  20tb  November  1798. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

nrHE  events  which  have  taken  place  in  the  courfrof  the  prefent- 
^    year,  and  the  fignal  fuccefs  which,  by  the  bleflingof  Provi- 
tlence,  has  attended  my  arms,  have  been  produfiive  di  the  hap« 
pied  confequences,  and  have  eifcntially  promoted  the  profperity 
and  glory  of  our  country. 

The  unexampled  feries  of  our   naval  triumphs  has  received 
frefli  fplendour  from  the,  memorable  and  decifive  afiion  in  which' 
a  detachment  of  my  fleet,  under  the  connnand  of  Rear-adnurab 
Lord  Nelfon,  attacked  and  almod  totally  deftroyed  a  ftoTperiof 
force  of  the  enemy,  drengthened  by  every  advantage  of  lituation  i; 
by  this  great  and  brilliant  vidtory,  an  enterprifc,  of  which  the- 
injudice,  perfidy,  and  extravagance^  had  fixed  tl^e  uvuAiqnxd 
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the  world,  and  vrhich  was  peculiarly  direded  againd  fume  df 
the  moft  valuable  intcreAs  of  the  Britifli  empire,  has,  in  the 
firft  inftance,  been  turned  to  the  confufion  of  its  authors  ;  and 
the  blow  thus  given  to  the  power  and  influence  of  France  has  af- 
forded an  opening  which,  if  improved  by  fuitable  exertions  on 
the  part  of  other  powers,  may  lead  to  the  general  deliverance  of 
Europe* 

The  wifdom  and  magnanimity  fo  eminently  difplayed  at  this 
conjunfturc  by  the  Emperor  of  Ruflia,  and  the  decifion  and  vi- 
gour of  the  Ottoman  Porte>  hJive  Ihown  that  thofe  powers  arc 
imprefled  with  a  jufl  fenfe  of  the  prcfcnt  crilis  ;  and  their  ex- 
ample,  joined  to  the  difpofition  manifefled  almod  univerfally  in 
the  different  countries  ftruggling  under  the  yoke  of  France,  mull 
be  a  powerful  encouragement  to  other  flates  to  adopt  that  vigor- 
ous line  of  conduft  which  experience  has  proved  to  be  alone 
confiftent  with  fecurity  or  honour. 

The  extent  of  our  preparations  at  home^  and  the  demonftra-k 
ttons  of  zeal  and  fpirit  among  all  ranks  of  my  fubjefts,  have  de- 
terred the  enemy  from  attempting  to  execute  their  vain  threat 
of  invading  the  coafls  of  this  kingdom. 

In  Ireland,  the  rebellion  which  they  had  inftigated  has  been 
curbed  and  reprefled  ;  the  troops  which  they  landed  for  its  fup- 
port  have  been  compelled  to  furrender  ;  and  the  armaments  fince 
dedined  for  the  fame  purpofe  have,  by  the  vigilance  and  adiivitv 
of  my  fquadrons,  been  captured  or  difperfed.     The  views  and 
principles  of  thofe  who,  in  concert  with  our  inveterate  enemy, 
have  long  planned  the  fubverfion  of  our  conditution,  have  been 
fully  dete£led  and  expofed,  and  their  treafons  made  manifeft  to 
the  world.     Thofe  whom  they  had  milled  or  fcduced,  muft  now 
be  awakened  to  their  duty  ;  and  a  jud  fenfe  of  the  miferics  anJ 
horror  which  thefe  traitorous  defigns  have  produced,  muft  imprcfs 
on  the  minds  of  all   my  faithful  fubje£ls  the  necellity  of  conti* 
ruling  to  repel,  with  firmnefs,  every  attack  on  the  laws  and  efla* 
biiflied  government  of  their  country. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 

Under  the  unavoidable  preflure  of  protraflcd  war,  it  is  a  great 
fatisfaftion  to  me  to  obfcrve,  that  the  produce  of  the  public  reve- 
nue has  proved  fully  adequate  to  the  incrcafe  of  our  permanent 
expenditure  ;  that  the  national  credit  has  been  maintained  and 
improved  ;  and  that  the  comrtierce  and  induftry  of  my  fubje£ls 
have  continued  to  flourifh  in  a  degree  hitherto  unknown. 

The  fituation  in  which  we  are  placed,  unhappily  renders  the 
continuance  of  heavy  cxpenfcs  indifpenfable  for  the  public  fafety. 
But  the  dale  of  our  rcfources,  and  the  good  fenfe  and  public  fpi- 
rit which  prevail  through  every  part  of  my  kingdom,  will,  I 
tiuft,  enable  you  to  provide  the  neceflary  fupplics  without  elfcn- 
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tinr  inconvenience  to  my  people,  and  with  as  little  addition  a^ 
polfible  to  the  permanent  burdens  of  the  ftatc.  The  progrcft 
made  towards  fuch  a  fyftcm  by  the  meafgrcs  adopted  in  the  laft 
Icllion,  and  the  aid  given  to  public  credit  by  the  plan  for  t-he  re- 
demption of  the  land-tax,  have  been  attended  with  the  mod  be- 
neticial  efFcvSl,  which  you  will,  I  am  perfuadcd,  omit  no  oppo^* 
tunity  to  confirm  and  improve. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

1  rely  with  confidence  on  the  continuance  of  your  exertions,  to 
enable  me  ultimately  to  condu£l  the  great  conteft  in  which  we  are 
engaged  to  a  fafe  and  honourable  conclufion. 

We  have  furmounted  many  and  great  difficulties.  Our  perfe* 
vc ranee  in  a  juft  caufc  has  been  rewarded  with  didinguifhed  fuc- 
ccis ;  and  our  prcfcnt  fituation,  compared  with  that  of  other 
countries,  fufficiently  proves  how  much,  in  a  period  of  general 
danger  and  calamity,  the  fccurity  and  happinefs  of  the  Britiflt 
nation  have  depended  (under  the  blcffing  of  Providence)  on  its 
own  conftancy,  its  energy,  and  its  virtue. 


In  the  Houfe  of  Commons  the  following  Addrefs  was  moved  hy  Lord 
Levifon  Cower ^  Jecondcd  by  Sir  Henry  St,  John  Atildmay^  and 

carried.  , 

Moft  gracious  Sovereign, 

WE,  your  Majefty's  molt  dutiful  and  loyal  fubje£ls,  the  Com* 
mons  of  Great  Britain,  in  Parliament  aliembled,  beg  leave  to 
return  your  Majcfty  the  thanks  of  this  Houfe  for  your  moft  gra- 
cious fpcecli  from  the  throne  ;  and  to  congratulate  your  Majeft  j 
on  the  fignal  fuccefs  which,  by  the  blefling  of  Providence,  has 
attended  your  Majefly's  arms,  particularly  on  the  memorable  and 
dccifive  adlion  in  which  a  detachment  of  your  Ma}cfty's  fleet, 
under  the  command  of  Rear-admiral  Lord  Nelfon,  attacked^ 
and  almoft  totally  deftroycd,  a  fuperior  force  of  the  enemy, 
ftrengthcned  by  every  advantage  of  fituation. 

It  is  with  juft  pride  and  exultation  that  we  obferve,  that,  by 
this  great  and  brilliant  viSory,  an  cnterprife,  of  which  the  injuf- 
tice,  perfidy,  and  extravagance  had  fixed  the  attention  of  the 
world,  and  which  was  peculiarly  direded  againft  fome  of  the 
moli  valuable  interefts  of  the  BritiQi  empire,  has,  in  the  firft  in- 
Ranee,  been  turned  to  the  confufion  of  its  authors;  and  we  en- 
tertain an  carncil  hope,  that  the  blow  thus  given  to  the  power  and 
influence  of  France,  the  laudable  example  beld  out  by  the  Etnpe-. 
ror  of  KuHia  and  the  Ottoman  Porte,  and  the  difpofition  mani* 
ftfted  in  the  different  countries  ftruggling  under  the  yoke  of 
France,  may  encourage  other  powers  to  ^dopt  that  vigorous  line 
ot  condiiel  which  experience  has  fhown  to' be  alone  confident 
-with  the  fccurity  and  honour  of  independent  ftatcs,  and  which,  if 
generally  adopted,  may  lead  to  the  deliverance  of  Europe* 
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\Vc  arc  fully  fcnfible  of  ihc  peculiar  advantages  derived  to  this 
kin^tloni  from  llie  extent  of  our  preparations  at  home,  and  from 
the  gciicml  demonltrations  of  zeal  and  fpirit  among  all  ranks  of 
your  Majclly's  fubjccf^s  ;  and  xvc  have  fccn,  with  thcgreatcft  faiif- 
fadtion,  the  effcd  of  the  mcafures  adopted  in  Ireland  for  rcprefl"- 
ing  a  rebellion  iniHgatcd  by  our  inveterate  enemy;  the  furrender 
of  the  French  troops  landed  for  its  fupport ;  and  the  fuccefsful 
vigilance  and  activity  of  yunr  Majclly's  fquadrons  in  capturing 
or  difi^eriing  th.e  arinanunts  lincc  dcftincd  for  the  fame  purpofe. 

Wc  are  anxious  to  tellify  to  your  Majclly  the  abhorrence  and 
indignaiiiMi  \\i\\\  which  ^^  e  have  obfcrved  the  dcfperatc  principles 
and  practices  of  tliofc  who  have  long  planned  the  fubverfion  ot 
our  confiliution,  which  have  now  been  fully  dctecled  and  made 
manifefl  to  the  world  ;  atid  we  v  annot  but  exprcfsour  firm  perfua* 
lion,  that  thofe  who  had  been  milled  or  feduced  muft  now  be 
awakened  to  their  duty,  and  that  a  jull  fenfc  of  the  miferiesand 
horrors  whit  h  thefo  traitorous  defigns  have  produced  muft  imprv:(s 
on  the  minds  or  all  your  Majclly's  faithful  fjiibjecls  the  neoclfiry 
of  coniinning  to  repel  with  hrmnefs  every  attack  on  the  laws  and 
cftablilhed  government  of  their  country. 

We  lliall  not  fail  diligenily  to  apply  oiirfelves  to  the  conHdera- 
tion  of  fuch  meafures  as  may  provide  the  neceffary  fupplies  wiih 
as  liitlc  incpnvcTiience  10  your  people,  and  as  little  addition  to  the 
permanent  burdens  of  the  Itatc,  as  the  circumftances  will  admit ; 
:uid,  under  the  unavoidable  prctfure  of  protra<^ed  war,  while  wc 
join  with  your  Majefty  in  regielting  the  indifpenfable  ncceility  of 
heavy  cxpenfes,  we  (hall  derive  the  grcatell  fatisfaAion  and  con- 
fidence trom  the  productive  (late  of  the  revenue,  the  maintenance* 
and  improvement  ot  publit*  credit,  and  the  extent  and  profperity 
of  the  commerce  and  induflry  of  your  Majclly's  fubjcdls  ;  and 
That  \vc  (hall  eager! v  avail  ourfelves  of  everv  iipportunity  lo  cult). 
".  ute  and  improve  i;dvaiiUges  fo  important  to  the  public  iafety  and 
welfare, 

Wc  embrace  wltli  fafisfat^ion  the  opportunlly  of  thus  renewing 
to  your  Majclly  the  folemn  alluranccs  ot  our  iinn  and  unalterable 
flvtermination  to  perleverc  in  thofe  exeriions  which  may  enable 
your  MMJeliy  to  condiK^  the  great  contell  in  which  we  arc  engaged 
tf>  a  {.il'.  and  lnMionrable  conclniion.  Animated  by  a  like  fcufc  of 
tlic  did:;  iiliivs  wc  have  furnioimted,  and  of  the  diflinguilhed  fuc- 
cef.s  which  Ins  nvvarded  our  perleverance  in  a  jull  caufc,  vvc  fliall 
uiiiinnnly  maintain  !hr)fe  principles,  an  adherence  to  vxhich,  in  a 
pnitu!  of  general  danger  and  calamity,  has  procured  to  us  the  ad- 
v.-ntLiccs  lit  our  picfent  fituaiion,  and  will,  wc  trull, -under  every 
viciiliiudc,  continue  to  p:uvc  that  the  fccurity  and  happinefs  of 
t!)?  I'ritilli  nation  hnd  the  Cure  (I  fupport  (under  the  bictlingof  Pro- 
\ide;icej  in  its  own  coullancv,  its  cnergv,  and  its  virtue. 
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To  the  foregoing  Addrefs  his  Majefty  returned  the  following  moft 

gracious  Anfwer. 
Gentlemen, 

I  RETURN  you  my  particular  thanks  for  this  loyal  and  duti- 
ful addrefs  ;  and  receive,  with  the  grcateft  fatisfadion,  your  con- 
gratulations on  the  late  glorious  events,  and  the  declaration  of 
your  firm  adherence  to  thole  wife  and  honourable  principles  which 
have  uniformly  guided  your  condudt.  The  perfeverance  and 
iirmnefs  of  Parliament,  and  the  zeal  and  fpirit  of  my  people^ 
^ill  give  additional  weight  to  my  exertions  in  endeavouring  to 
improve  the  advantages  which  this  country  and  Europe  have  every 
reafon  to  expeft  from  the  happy  confequences  of  the  fuccefs  of 
my  arms,  and   from  the  prefent  (late  and  difpofition  of  other 

powers. 

.  —  -  II 

In  the  Houfe  of  Lords  the  following  Addrefs  was  moved  by  the  Earl  of 
Darnleyy  feconded  by  Lord  Craven^  and  carried  unanimoufly. 

Moft  gracious  Sovereign, 

£,  your  Majefly's  moft  dutiful  and  loyal  fubjefis,  the  Lords 
fpiritual  and  temporal,  in  Parliament  aflembled,  beg  leave 
to  approach  your  Majefty  with  our  humble  thanks  for  your  Ma- 
jefty's  moft  gracious  fpeech  from  the  throne. 

We  beg  leave,  to  offer  to  your  Majefty  our  heart* felt  congratula- 
tions on  the  glorious  and  decifive  vi^ory  obtained  by  your  Majef- 
ty's  fleet  under  the  command  of  Rear-admiral  Lord  Nelfon  over 
an  enemy  fuperior  in  force,  and  in  the  advantage  of  fituation  ;  an 
achievement  which  has  even  added  fiefli  fplendonr  to  the  unexam- 
pled feries  of  your  Majefty's  naval  triumphs.  While  this  memo- 
xable  fuccefs  has,  in  the  firft  inftance,  turned  to  the  confufionof 
the  enemy  an  enterprife  not  more  diftinguiftied  by  its  injuftice, 
jperfidy,  and  extravagance,  than  by  the  inveterate  hoftility  of  its 
authors  againft  every  Britifh  intereft,  we  entertain  a  juft  hope» 
that  the  blow  now  given  to  the  power  and  influence  of  the  enemy 
will  be  decifive  in  its  efFefts ;  that  the  opening  thus  aflbrded  will 
"be  improved  by  other  powers,  to  the  maintenance  of  their  own 
independence  and  fecurity  ;  and  that  the  wife  and  dignified  exam- 
le  of  the  Emperor  of  Ruftia,  and  of  the  Ottoman  Porte,  will 
e  followed  by  fuch  efFeftual  and  united  exertions,  as  are  alon^ 
fuited  to  the  prefent  crifis,  and  as  are  beft  calculated  to  produce 
the  general  deliverance  of  Europe. 

Permit  us  to  affure  your  Majefty,  that,  while  we  feel  our  hearts 
and  hopes  thus  elated  by  the  brilliant  fuccefs  which  has  crowned 
ycxJr  Majefty's  arms  abroad,  we  congratulate  your  Majefty  no  lefs 
fmcerely  onthe  uninterrupted  ftate  of  fecurity  in  which  thisking^ 
dom  has  been  preferved  againft  the  vain  threats  of  the  enemy,  by 
:l;e  extent  of  your  Majefty's  military  preparations  ^  and  ftill 
Vol.  VI L  4  F  more 
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TT.rrc  r>v  t.":e  zeal  and  ^piiit  which  animate  all  ranks  of  your  Ma- 
Vily's  ii'h]cctsin  the  caufcof  their  country. 

Nor  have  we  feen  with  lefs  fatisfadlioii  the  entire  dirappoinr- 
Tiifijt  of  tlu'  attempts  cf  our  enemies  againft  your  Majefty's  king- 
dom of  licland,  the  dt feat  and  fnirender  oi  the  force  which  (hey 
had  diTcmbarkcd  tor  ilie  fupportof  a  rebellion  inlligated  by  them- 
irlvc?,  and  the  capture  or  dil'pcrlion  of  the  armaments  deAincti 
lor  the  fame  object  ;  and  we  truft,  that  the  rebellion,  thus  cut  off 
horn  forcigii  aliitlance,  and  curbed  and  reprelfcd,  as  it  has  been, 
by  the  vigour  of  your  Majcity's  councils,  and  the  galJantry  of 
your  Majeily's  troops,  will,  ere  long,  be  finally  extinguished. 

\Vc  arc  anxious  to  declare  to  your  Majcfty,  and  to  the  world, 
our  abhorrence  of  the  views  and  principles  of  thofe  who,  in  con- 
cert with  our  inveterate  enemy,  had  planned  the  fubverfion  of  the 
conftitution  of  their  country  ;  and  we  cannot  but  feci  perfuaded, 
that  the  complete  expofure  of  thefe  treafons  muft  awaken  thcde- 
Ittdcdlo  a  fenfcof  their  duty,  and  muft  imprefs  ftill  more  ftrongly 
on  the  minds  of  all  your  Majcfly's  fubjefts,  the  ncceffity  of  fup- 
porting,  againil  every  attack,  the  laws  and  government  of  their 
country. 

Convinced  of  the  extent  and  value  of  the  blefltngs  which,  un- 
der your  Majcfty's  happy  and  paternal  government,  we  have  to 
defend,  and  confident  in  the  rcfources  and  fpirit  of  our  country, 
we  have  encountered  with  cheerfulnefs  many  and  great  difficul* 
tics.  'I'hefc,  by  the  blelllng  of  Providence  on  your  Majefty's 
digniBcd  firmnefs  and  perfcverance  in  a  juft  caufe,  have  hap- 
pily  been  furmountcd.  Animated  by  this  fuccefs^  encouraged  by 
the  comparative  fituation  of  our  country,  and,  above  all,  deeply 
impreircd  with  a  fcnfe  of  that  duty  which  is  incumbent  on  every 
individual  in  a  period  of  fuch  general  danger  and  calamity,  we 
will  not  relax  our  exertions,  but  will,  to  the  utmoft  of  our 
power,  fupport  your  Majedy  in  every  meafure  which  may  bell 
contribute  to  deliver  unimpaired  to  pofterity,  the  fecurity,  inde- 
pendence, happinefs,  and  honour  of  the  Britiih  empire. 

J'V  fcllovj'wg  Is  his  Majejlys  moft  gracious  Artfxvcr  io    tki    ahve 

AUdreJs. 
My  T.ords, 
.     T    FU-CKIVK    with    the   hij;heft  fatisfaSion  this  dutiful  aiU 
i.'}'i!  r.dJ.rtfs. 

"^  our  con^^ratulationson  the  brilliant  fuccefles  with  which  it  has 
plf.alol  Providence  to  reward  our  exertions,  are  particularly  agrce- 
jh'v  to  v\v:.  ;  and  I  trnft  that  the  honourable  and  dignified  perfc- 
AcTLin''*-  of  my  Parliament  and  my  people  will,  both  by  example 
.I'.r^  tf^'u^^,  nnatcrialiy  contribute  to  reltorc  the  independence  of 
I  liropt',  and  to  inrwre  to  ihcle  kingdoms  the  blellings  of  fecurc 
4.v.'\  l;o;iJ'-:i\ib;-:;  pLuce. 
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HISTORY   OF   THE  WAR. 


From  the  LONDON  GAZETTE  EXTRAORDINARY, 

Friday,  Oftober  1 3,  1 797. 

Admiralty   Office^    OSloher   i|. 

LIEUTENANT  Brodie,  of  the  Rofc  cutter,  arrived  early  ihb 
morning  with  a  letter  from  Admiral  Duncan,  commander  in  duef 
of  his  MajefN's  fliips,  &€•  employed  in  the  North  Sea,  to  Evan  N^ 
pean,  £fq.  of  which  the  followmg  is  a  copy : 

Venerable^  off  the  Coaft  of  Holland^  the  1 2th  if  Offoher^  fy  Log  ( i  ith)^ 
three  P.  M,     Camperditwn^  E.S.E.  tight  MiUs^  Wind  JV.  by  E. 
Sir, 
I  HAVE  the  pleafure  to  acquaint  you,  for  the  information  of  the 
Lords  Commiflioners  of  the  Admiralty,  that  at  nine  o'clock  this  morn- 
ing I  got  fight  of  the  Dutch  fleet;  at  half  paft  twelve  I  paiTed  throueh 
their  line,  and  the  action  commenced,  which  has  been  very  fevere.   The 
admiral's  (hip  is  difmafled,  and  has  flruck,  as  have  feveral  others,  and 
one  is  on  fire. 

I  (hall  fend  Captain  Fairfax  witli  particulars  the  moment  I  can  (pare 
him. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  mod  obedient,  humble  fervant, 

ADAM  DXJNCAN. 


\    ^'  ^ 


Vol.  Vn.  J  Vtom 
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From  the  LONDON  GAZETTE,  Oft,  14,  1797. 

Admiralty  Offite^  OBober  i'^. 

ExtrnSi  of  a  Letter  fvm  Admiral  Sir  Richmrd  King^  Bart,  Commander  in 
Chief  of  his  Majeftys  Ships  and  VeJfeU  at  Plymwti^  to  Mr.  Hepean^ 
dated  the  nth  inft, 

I  HEREWITH  tranfmit,  forthrir  Lordfliips*  infbrmstiofiy  a  letter 
which  I  received  this  momiilg  from  Lieutenant  Tomlinfon,  comnunding 
the  Speedwell  lugger,  giving  an  account  of  his  having  captured  a  French 
cutter  privateer,  carr)'ing  two  brafs  fix-pounders,  two  fwivdS|  and 
eighteen  men. 

Sir,  Spcedtcellj  at  Sea^  Oflobtr  10,    1797. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  inform  you,  the  Start  bearing  north  about 
nine  leagues,  we  fell  in  witli,  this  morning,  and,  after  a  chafe  of  (ik 
hours,  captured  Les  Amies,  a  fmall  French  cutter  privateer,  having  on 
board  t^-o  brafs  fix-pounders,  two  fwivel^  and  eignteen  men;  out  four 
days  from  Granville,  and  had  not  taken  any  thing. 

I  have  the  honour  to  b^  &c.  / 

.    ROB.  TOMUNSON. 

Sir  Richard  Kiit^j  Bart.  t^c. 


Admiralty  Offiee^  OH,  14* 

Co/v  of  a  Letter  frotn  f '"ice- Admiral  Kingsmill,  Ccmmamder  im  Oicf  tf 
hs  Majeftfs  skips  and  Fejfels  on  the  Coaji  of  helmad^  to  E^am  Nefem, 
Efq.  dated  the  5/i  of  Oaoher  1 797. 

Sir, 

I  REQUEST  you  will  inform  my  Lords  Commiffionen  <tf  the  Ad- 
miralt)',  that  Capuin  Faulknor,  of  his  Majedy's  (hip  Diana,  has  fent  m 
a  coppered  French  cutter  privateer,  Le  Flibuflier,  of  four  giini^  fut 
fwivels,  and  twenty-nine  men,  out  of  Bourdeaux  fifty-two  days,  but 
which  had  not  made  any  capture. 

j  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

R.  KINGSMELL. 

Admiralty  Office^    Ofl,  14. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Vice- Admiral  Kingsmill^  Commander  im  Onrf  tf 
kii  Majefy's  Ships  and  Vejfds  on  the  Coaft  ff  Ireland^  to  Evma  Hefeoa^ 
Efy.   dated  at  Corky  the  <)th  of  Oflober  1 797. 

Sir, 

PLEASE  to  inform  my  Lords  Commiflloners  of  the  Admiralty,  AiC 
his  Majeity^s  (liip  Cerberus  is  juft  returned  from  a  cruife,  in  whidi  flie 
has  captured  the  San  Noberta  Spanifli  privateer  fchooner,  of  four  cb* 
riage  guns  and  fwiveh,  and  forty-two  men,  and  recaptured  the  GnfF,  a 

Dmifli 
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Daoifli  fliip,  luviiig  on  board  a  Ponusiiefr  csr%o  of  !roti  atiJ  gnln,  from 
8l  Mtchad't,  bound  to  Lilhon. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

R.  KINCSMtLL. 

ExtrMJt  ^  a    Lttlrr  fntH   Captain  kahtrtf',    Cimmitnittt  if  kU  Mfitflft 
Skip  La  Cann'Jr,   t»  Evan  JV/pMnf,   £/(].  /laleJ  at  Madtira,  iht  ;m  ^   I 

BE  pleafed  to  inforni  m^  Lorili  CorrhninMneni  of  ihe  Admiralty,  ihat 
■t  break  of  ciav  on  the  mh  tilt.  (Cajw  Fintfltrrc  bcarine  S.  E.  by  E. 
dilbnt  about  forty  league.)  I  fell  in  with  hiuI  captured  tlic  Migaiuine  I^ 
PoifTon  Volaiii  Inier  of  niaraur.  CapLiin  LalArcr,  laden  with  wines  auil 
different  kindi  <<r  rnercliandilc,  Iroin  liwirdcaux,  bound  10  Gitadiiloupe; 
Ihe  i«  pierced  lor  fight  gun*,  but  had  oiily  four  on  board  j  is  new  con- 
ptred,  and  wn^  HTtcd  out  with  ttie  Intention,  after  landing  tier  KMf/p  in 
the  Weft  Indir-..  to  truife  in  tliofe  itu.  as  a  priwalecr,  where,  from  licr 
fnperior  failin-,  llu-  prob.ihly  would  have  done  coiiliderable  mifcbief.  M 
flie  fails  much  bruer  than  the  Concorde  in  tight  windi,  and  was  uken 
by  being  fortmuicly  within  mch  of  our  guru  mbta  f\t&  (ecn. 


Froin  the  LONDON  GAZETTE,  Oa.  i6,  1 797.  .j 

AJaitallj  Officr^   Qfi.  I4.  ■ 

Ca^tf  a   LeJif  fimn    Sir   Jtkhard  King,   Barl.   CommanM  •'*  Qirf  ^ 
ill  Majtfy-,  Sh,;.i  .md  ytfftU  al  Plymaatk,  tt  Slvm  Nfftaa,  Efy.   SMrt- 
Inry  tf  ihf  A.l-u, .thy,  JaifJ  tn  ioHt  J  ikt  CamhiJgt,   in  Hamitv,   tkl 
15/i  ia^an/. 

Sir, 
THIS  afternoon  arrived  here  La  Dfa>uv«nc  French  national  bri& 
of  fourteen  guns  and  ninety-one  hieo,  prize  to  his  Majeily's  flrip  Untto, 
out  three  days  fn>m  Nantz,  fupjiofai  lo  be  bound  to  Ciuinlaloupc  wlili 
fecret  difpatchea,  wtuch  they  iWw  averboard  in  cWe,  and  ten  of  bar 
guns. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sit,  lie. 

R.  KJNG. 

r  ^  ennlhtr  Luitr  fitm  jijmiral  Sir   RirkmA   King,  Barf,  ft   Som 
Wrptan,   Lj^.  4«icJ  M  hwrd  lit  CamiriJg*,  (■  /&n«Msr,  lit  i^lih^ 

Sir, 
I  Ht;REWTTHir3nf;nii,for(heirLofd(hJp«'lnfomMlion,atetErIfc«ve  ' 
received  this  iiiumiiig  troni  Lieutenant  Toiriliiifon,  commanding  hi»  Ma* 
jeih'ih'reii  lu^er  b^^eedwell,  giving  an  account  nf  his  having  captun^ 
9  FriULh  lu^^tT  privateer,  carrying  lix  braJs  flx-pound«n,  fix  iwivcU, 
andlhirrv-fiveincii. 
The  above  iclTcl  ii  arrived  here.  •        ^ 

lam,  ttc 

IL  KING. 


^•1? 
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SpeedwelU  at  Sea^  OSioher  I  J,  179?,    Start 
Sir,  N,  N,  E.  Jive  or  Jtj;  Leagues. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  inform  you,  that,  after  a  chafe  of  five  hours,  we 
have  this  diy  captured  the  Telemachus,  French  lugger  privateer,  mount- 
ing lix  bnifs  fix-pou riders  on  carriages,  and  fix  fwivels:  (lie  had  oaboanl 
thirty -five  men.  1  cannot  learn  that  flie  has  taken  any  thing,  except  a 
Danifli  brig.  I  have  putfome  men  on  board  the  Telemachus,  and  fent 
her  ro  Plymouth. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

ROB.  TOMLINSON. 

Sir  Richard  Ktng^  Bart.  ^c. 


From  the  LONDON  GAZETTE  EXTRAORDINARY, 

Monday,  October  i6,  1797. 

Admiralty  Office^  O^ober  16. 

CAPTAIN"  Fairfax,  of  the  Venerable,  arrived  early  this  morning 
with  difpatches  from  Adam  Duncan,  Efq.  admiral  of  the  blue,  com- 
mander in  chief  of  his  Majedy's  fliips,  &c.  employed  in  the  North  Sea, 
to  Kvan  Ncpean,  Efq.  fecretary  of  the  Admiralty,  of  which  the  fbUow- 
ing  are  copies : 

Venerahh^  at  Sen^   i^th  Offoher  1 797,  ^ the 
Sir,  ■     Coaft  of  Holland. 

BE  plcafed  to  acquaint  the  Lords  Commidioners  of  the  Admiialty, 
that,  judging  it  of  confequence  their  Lord  fliips  Oiould  have  as  eariy  in- 
formation as  pufTible  of  the  defeat  of  the  Dutch  fleet  under  the  command 
of  Admiral  De  Winter,  I  difpatchcd  the  Rofe  cutter  at  three  P.  M.  on 
the  isth  (I  ith)  inflant,  with  a  (liort  letter  to  you  immediately  after  the 
a6lion  was  ended.  I  have  now  further  to  acquaint  you,  for  their  Lord* 
fhips'  information,  that  in  the  night  of  the  loth  inflant,  after  I  had  ient 
away  my  letter  to  you  of  that  date,  I  placed  my  fquadron  in  fuch  fitua- 
lion  as  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  returning  to  the  Tcxcl  without  my 
falling  in  with  them.  At  nine  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the  nth  I  got 
light  of  Captain  Trollope*s  fquadron,  with  fignals  flying  for  an  enemy 
to  leeward ;  I  immediately  bore  up,  and  made  the  fignal  for  a  general 
chafe,  and  foon  got  fight  of  them,  forming  in  a  line  on  the  larboard  tack 
to  receive  us,  the  wItiJ  at  N.  W.  As  we  aj^proachcd  near,  I  made  tb« 
fignal  for  the  fqiuulron  to  fliorten  fail,  in  order  to  conne£l  them;  loon 
after  I  fnw  tlie  \?.\v\  bttwecn  Camj)frdown  and  Egmont,  about  nine  miles 
to  leewnrd  o^  the  eri'Miiy,  and  finding  there  was  no  time  to  be  loft  in 
making  the  ;irt..ck,  [  mnde  the  fignal  to  bear  up,  break  the  enemy's  line^ 
and  cng:;gc  them  to  leeward,  each  Ihip  her  op}H)nent,  by  which  I  got  be- 
tween them  and  the  land,  whither  they  were  fafl  approaching,  Sfy  fig- 
nals were  obeyed  with  grtrat  promptitude,  and  Vice-admiral  Onflow,  in 
the  Monarch,  bore  ilown  on  the  enemy's  rear  in  the  mofl  gallant,  man- 
ner, his  divifion  following  his  example;  and  the  a^ion commenced  about 
forty  minutes  {wft  twelve  o'clock.  The  Venerable  foon  got  through  the 
eni'my*s  line,  and  I  began  a  clofe  avlion,  with  mydiviiioa  on  their  van, 

\         wlud\ 
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which  lafted  near  two  hours  uid  a  half,  when  I  obienred  all  t|ie  mafti  of 
the  Dutch  admiral's  (hip  to  go  by  the  hoard;  flie  was,  howin^er,  de- 
fended for  tome  time  in  a  mod  galiaot  manner;  but  beiiiK  overpircflM  by 
numbers,  her  colours  were  (Irucky  and  Admiral  De  Winter  wn  foon 
brought  on  board  the  Venerable.  On  lookins;  around  me^  I  obfenrcd 
the  Ihip  l>eaniig  the  vice-admirars  flag  was  alio  difinailed,  and  had  fur* 
rendered  to  Vice-admiral  Onflow :  and  that  Biany  others  had  likewife 
fhiick.  Finding  we  were  in  nine  farhorps  water,  and  not  fiirtber  thaa 
five  miles  from  the  land,  my  attention  was  fo  much  taken  up  in  getting 
the  heads  of  the  difabled  Ihips  otf  fhorc,  ttAX  I  was  not  able  to  diftin- 
guiih  the  number  of  fliips  captured;  and  the  wind  having  been  con* 
itan:ly  on  the  land  (ince,  we  have  unavoidably  been  much  difperfed,  fo 
that  I  have  not  been  able  to  gain  an  exa&  account  of  them,  but  we  have 
taken  pod'clVion  of  eight  or  nine;  more  of  them  had  (Iruck,  but  taking 
advanta;;c  of  the  ni^ht,  and  beine  fo  near  their  own  coafl,  theyfiic* 
cVedcd  in  getting  oft,  and  fome  of  them  were  feen  going  into  the Texd 
the  next  morning. 

It  i^  with  the  greated  pleafure  and  fatisfadion  I  make  known  to  tl)e& 
LordHiips  the  very  gallant  liehaviour  of  Vice-admiral  Onfldw,  the  cap- 
tains, otHccTs,  framen,  and  marines  of  the  fquadron,  who  all  appeared 
a^uateii  with  the  truly  firitifh  fpiriti  at  leaft  tbofe  that  I  had  an  oppor*  • 
tunity  of  feeing. 

One  of  the  enemy  *s  (hips  caught  fire  intheaAion,  and  drove  very  near 
the  Venerable ;  but  I  have  tlie  pleafure  to  fi^yjt  was  extingiUihed,  and 
Aie  is  one  of  the  iiips  in  our  polTefGon.  The  fquadron  has  fuffierRi 
much  in  their  ma(l!>,  yards,  and  rigging,  and  many  of  them  have  loft  a 
number  of  men ;  however,  in  no  proportion  to  that  of  the  enemy.  The 
carnage  on  board  the  two  (hips  that  bore  the  admirals'  flags  has  bem 
beyond  all  deiiription ;  they  have  had  no  Icfs  than  350  men  killed  and 
wounded  on  bojrd  of  each  (liip.  And  here  I  have  to  lament  the  lo(s  of 
Captain  liiirgefb,  of  his  Majclly's  fliip  the  Ardent,  who  brought  that 
fhip  into  action  in  the  moil  gallant  and  maflerly  manner,  but  was  un* 
fortunately  killed  foon  after.  However,  the  fliip  continued  the  adion 
clofe,  until  quite  difabled.  The  public  have  loft  a  good  and  gallant  of* 
ficer  in  Captain  Burgefs,  and  I,  with  others,  a  fincere  friend. 

Captain  Trol lope's  exertions  and  adive  good  conduA  in  Veeoing  fighf 
of  the  enemy's  Heet  until  I  came  up,  have  been  truly  meritorious,  and^ 
i  trul^,  will  meet  a  juft  reward. 

I  fend  this  by  Captain  Fairfax,  by  whofe  able -advice  I  profited  much 
during  the  ac^tion,  and  who  will  give  their  Lordflnps  any  further  parti-* 
culars  they  may  wi(h  to  know. 

A>  moil  of  the  Hiips  of  the  fquadron  are  much  difabled,  and  (eveial 
of  the  prizes  difmafled,  I  (hall  make  the  beft  of  my  way  with  them  to 
the  Nore. 

I  hcrf  with  tranfii/it  you  a  lift  of  killed  and  wounded  on  board  fucb  of 
the  fquadron  as  I  have  been  able  to  collect;  a  lift  of  the  enemy's  fleet  op* 
pofcd  to  my  fquadron,  and  my  line  of  battle  on  the  day  of  aAion. 

I  am.  Sir, 
Your  moft  obedient  humble  fervant, 

APAM  DUNCAN. 


JiLii 
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A  Lift  of  kitted  ayitJ  loounJed  9H  hoard  the  SAips  rf  Admiral  Duncan^ s  Samsh 
droa^  in  an  ^idion  wuA  the  Dutch  on  the  Mthof  Olhhtr  1 797. 

Venerable. — 13  fcamcn,  a  marines,  killed  j  6  olHcers,  52  feamen,  4 
Kiannes,  wounded.     Total  77. 

Monarch. — 2  otlicci*s,  34  feamen,  killed  j  9  officers,  79  fcainen,  \% 
marines,  wounded.     Total  136. 

Bedford. — 2  midfliipmcn,  ::6  feamen,  2  n^arines,  lulled;  i  'ieule- 
Bant,  37  feamen,  3  marines,  wounded.     Totrd  71. 

Powerful. — B  fcr.men,  2  miuines,  killed j  4  otficers,  74  feameu  and 
marines,  wounded.     Total  HS. 

Itis. — I  feajiuui,  X  marine,  killed;  3  ofncers,  18  feameiiy  wounded. 
Total  23. 

Ardent. — 2  officers,  33  fciimen,  6  marines,  killed;  8  o£cers,  85  fea- 
men, II  marines,  \  boys,  wounded.     Total  148. 

AgTucourt.— AJ.iic  killed  or  wounded. 

Belliqueux.-  %  jiliccrb,  20  feamen,  3  msrines,  killed ;  3  o0iceri,  63 
ieamen,  i2m:;riucs,  wounded.     Total  103. 

Lancader. —  3  feamen  killed;  %  officers,  13  feamen^  3  roariiiei| 
wounded.    Total  21. 

Triumph. — 21;  feamen,  3  marines,  i  boy,  killed;  j  officers,  jo  (ea- 
xnen  and  marines,  woundedl     Total  84 

Officers  kilUd, 

Monarch. — Mr.  J.  P.  Tindall  and  Mr.  Movie  Fiiilay,  midfhlpnKn. 
Ardent. — Captain  Burgefs ;  Mr.  Michael  Dunn,  mader. 
Seliic^ueux. — Lieutenant  Robert  Webftcr ;  Mr.  James  Milne,  mafter*; 
mate. 

Officers  'wounded. 

Venerable. — Lieutenants  Clay  and  Douglas;  Lieutenant  Chaxobenef 
&c  marines ;  Mr.  Stewart,  midfhipman ;  Mr.  Brown,  pilot. 

Monarch. — Lieutenant  Retalick;  Lieutenant  Smith  of  the  mumei\ 
Mr.  George  Mailie,  Mr.  Benjamin  Clement,  Mr.  Daniel  Sherwioi  He: 
Charles  Slade,  midihipmen  ;  Mr.  John  ChimlcT,  mailer's  mate* 

Bedford. — Lieutenant  Keener. 

Pou  erfiil. — Lieutenant  Jennings ;  Mr.  Mel.  Jones,  boatfwanii;  Blr. 
Daniel  Rogers,  mid{hi})man  ;  Lieutenant  Walker  of  the  marines. 

Ifis. — Lieutenant  Charles  Rea  of  tlie  marines;  Mr.  Simon  Fraferaid 
Mr.  John  Walker,  midfliipmen. 

Ardent. — Lieutenant  James  Rofe,  Lieutenant  Jc^n  Sobriel;  Captua 
Cuthmrt  of  marines;  IMr.  John  Tracy,  nwftcr'smate;  Mr.*  John  Aire?, 
malter's  mate ;  Mr.  Thomas  Leopard,  midlhipman ;  Mr.  John  Taylor, 
captain's  clerk,  flightly;  Mr.  George  Killiar,  midQiipman,  flightly. 

Belliqueux. — Lieuiennnt  Robert  England,  llightly ;  Captaia  Jans 
CafTel  of  marines,  (lightly ;  Mr.  James  bcott,  midlliipman. 

Lancifter. — Lieutenant  Morgan,  Lieutenant  Sandys  of  the  mariaes. 

Triumph. — Captain  Ellington,  ilightly  in  the  arm;  Mr.  Gfaapmaoi 
firft  lieutenant,  flightly  in  the  he.id ;  IVIr.  TroUopc,  third  lieuteainc, 
iliglitly  in  the  fooi :  Mr.  Read,  mafter,  lUghtly  bruifed;  Mr.  Jone^ 
raidfliiDman,  flight' v  in  tlie  Lice. 

ADAM  DUNCAN. 
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Li/i  MuH>^)i^bhii  ^  ikt  DuKi  FUet  m,  tit  iifit  ^0^9Ar  1797. 

VAN. 

Vicc-Admiral  Rtrjiitjcs  Cooiniautlcr, 
Cerbcms,  C^ipiain  JacabToa,  68  guns,  450  mra. 
Delft,  Captain  Verdoon,  ;6  gutis,  jj^men. — Taken. 
Jupiter,  •Vice 'admiral   Keyiiiies  ami  Krw-admiral  Mcufen,  74  gona, 
550  nwn. — Taken. 

Ati(inaar,  Capuin  Kraft,  ;<S  gu^^  JS'^  nxn,— Taken- 
Haerlem,  Captain  Wiggctts,  6 S  guns,  450  men. — Taken. 
Munikltendani,  Capwin  lAiicafter,  44  gun^  370  men. — Talen. 
Heldin,  CRpia.in  Dtimilnildi'  L'Ecftrilic,  5»  guns,  930  meu. 
Daphne  brig,  Lieuieoaiii  Frcderikkt,    18  gnus,  98  nien. 

CEKTftE. 

Admiral  De  Winter,  Conini.miJer  in  Chief. 
WaHcnau,   Captitin  Ilollutd,  £4  gum,  4;oV)eii- — Taken. 
Batavier,  Captain  &outer%  jbguns,  j^uinni. 

Vryheid  (ihe  Libery),  Admiral  De  Wiuier  Van   RolTmt,  74  gieUa 
550  men.— T»keii. 

States  General,  Rear- Admiral  Stnry,  74  giio(,  fjonien. 

Leydeu,  Cai**ain  MtifqMrtier,  68  guAt,  4J0  men. 

Mars,  Civ'iin  K.ilH,  4+guni,  4CK5n«:a. 

Waakfaa.i  I,,,. I,  C.iiituin-LiciKe«aw  Nlcmp,  a^gun^  ijomen. 

Minerva,  L.ipLriii  Ullm^lit,  S4guit),  i;onKa. 

Galatea bii^  Liiuieitjnt  Rii-cry,   iS  gtint,  98  men.  • 

Ataiuua  bng,  Loeutiiuni  Plett^  t8  gunt^  98  mt». 

KtAR. 
Rcjr-Aduiiral  fi>ay»  Commaiulef. 
Admlml  TVvric^  C^)bii>i  Zegcn,  68  guns  4fo  nvti. — TaJwi. 
Uer<;;ulc:>.  Capniix  Vmi  Kyfoort,  64guas,  4^0  mcnw— Token. 
Brutus,  Kcu-^ininU  ijio|^  74  };un%  5)Dti)en. 
BefchenniT,  Citixain  Hiuxit.    jd  yujis,  j^anten. 
Gelyklteid    (the  Equality},  C'n^^uu  Ru)fcn,  63  {uiu,    4{o  mea.— 
Taken. 

Ambulcaie.  Captain -lieu  tenant  Huyi,  3»  gunt,  3/0  itua.— TAkeo. 
A>ax  brig.  Lieutenant  ArkciilsMit,    i&  %<na^  1^  men. 
liaa;>jc  (Aviiu),  Lirutciiaut ILineufcld,  ftguiu,  }{  men.    ^ 

AD  VM  DUNCAN. 
N.  B.  Another  line  of  bottle  fliip^  rtportcil  to  be  ukeo,  iuiim  »•- 
fcnowD. 

Di/pepioH  b/  ih(  Sfi^aJna,   <a  tk  OrJn  if'  BjUtlc,  m  lit  1  l/i  /  OH^iw 
'797- 
LABBOARD,  Of  LBS  DIVtSlOK. 
Rlcliard  Oi.dow,  tfq.  Vice-AdnJral  of  the  Red,  Cotnnunder. 
I.  RufTcl,  Henrj- Trol!o[w,  Capuin,  74.  guns,    590  men. 
3.  Diriiftor,  Willtam  Blijjh,  captafas  64  g«Mt  49'  "^n- 
J,  Montague,  Jotui  Knight,  uiplaiii,  74iiun*i    S9*  men. 

4.  Ve- 
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4.  Veteran,  George  Gregory,  captain^  64  guns,  491  mffi* 

5.  Monarch,  Vice-admiral  Onflow,    Edward  O^Bryen,  captain,    74 
guns,    1^99  men. 

6.  Powerful,  William  O'Bryen  Dmr)',  captain,  74  guns,  $90  men. 

7.  Monmouth,  James  Walker,  captain,  64  guns,  491  men. 
S.  Agincourt,  John  Williamfon,  captain,  64  guns,  491  men. 

REPEATERS.  4 

Bcaulicu  frigate.     Cutters — Rofe,  King  George,  A<^ivc,  Diligent. 

— Speculator  lugger. 

STARBOARD,   or  WEATHER  DIVISION. 

Adam  Duncan,  Efq.  Admiral  of  the  Blue,  and  Commander  in  Chief, 

&c.  &c.  &c. 

9.  Triumph,  William  Henry  Eflington,  captain,.  74  guns,  640  men. 

10.  Venerable,  Admiral  Duncan,  William  George  Fairfax,  captain, 
74  g\mv,   1^93  men. 

11.  Ardent,  Richard  R.  Bnrgefs,  captain,  64  guns,  491  men- 

12.  Bedford,  Sir  Thomas  Byard,  captain,  74  giuis,  590  men. 

13.  J^incaftcr,  John  Wells,  captain,  64  gims,  491  men. 

14.  Bfliiqueux,  John  Inglis,  captain,  64  guns,  491  men. 

I  V  Adamant,  William  Hotham,  captain,   50  guns,  343  men. 
16.  J  lis,  William  Mitchell,  captain,  50  guns,  343  men. 

REPEATERS. 

Circe  frigate — Manin  floop. 

ADAM  DUNCAN. 

Sir,  P^enernhle^  off  Orfortinefs^  O^,  rj,    1797. 

IN  addition  to  my  letter  of  the  13th  inftant,  containing  the  particu- 
lars of  the  action  of  the  i  ith,  and  which  1  have  not  been  able  to  fend 
away  until  this  day,  I  have  t6  acquaint  you,  for  the  information  of  the 
Lords  Commiflioners  of  the  Admiraltv,  that,  from  the  wind  continuing 
to  blow  on  the  Dutch  coaft,  the  fliips  have  had  great  difficulty  in 
keeping  off  the  (liore,  and  that  we  have  imavoidablv  been  feparatcd. — 
On  Friday  laft  the  wind  blew  ftroag  from  the  W.S.W.  to  the  W.N.W. 
and  continued  fo  to  do  until  Saturday  n;oming;  it  then  (hifted  to  the 
north,  when  I  made  the  (ignal  to  wear,  flood  to  the  weflward,  and  for- 
tunately anchored  here  laft  eveninc;,  the  Venerable  being  £b  leaky,  that, 
with  all  her  pumps  going,  we  coulJ  but  juft  keep  her  free.  This  morn- 
ing I  obfer\'ed  the  (liips  named  in  the  margin  *  at  anchor  near  u%  three 
near  the  Kentilh  Knock,  and  three  in  Hofley  Bay.  The  wind  »is  at 
N.  W.  and  much  againd  the  dilabled  (hips;  I  have  therefore  fent  the 
Lancafter  and  Beaulieu  out,  to  render  them  aififhmce. 

Sir  Thomas  Williams,  in  the  Endymion,  who  joined  me  the  day 
after  the  action,  I  alfo  fent  in  fliore,  to  keep  by  and  alfift  the  difabiol 
fhips;  and  I  am  informed  that,  in  the  courfe  of  the  night,  he  fell  in 


*  Monarch,  Fo\verful|  Lancafter,  Beaulieu. 

widi 
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iiv'lth  fl  Dutch  (hip  of  the  Kne  off  iIm  Tcid,  and  hid  cogiiged  her,  bat 
have  not  heard  the  particulars.  1  ami  iitf 

Your  moft  obedient  bumble  lervaati 
Evan  Nepean,  Efy.  ADAM  DUNCAN, 


From  the  LONDON  GAZETTE,  0&.  aS,  1797. 

Cofy  if  a  Letter  fnm  Captain  Charles  R§wle^  Cmmamder  ^  his  MmjM$ 
Ship  Unite,  to  the  Right  HmMtrakk  Lord  BrUpert^  K.  B.  dated  mi  &m^ 
the  ^th  in/iant. 

My  Lordy 
I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acquaint  your  LonUhip,  that^  in  htitiide  46 
de^.  10  min.  north,  and  longitude  {  deg.  3$  min.  wefi,  I  captured  the 
national  corvette  Decouverte,  of  14  guns  and  90  men,  commanded  bf 
Monf.  Martineneq,  Lieutenant  de  ValAau,  feqr  dajrs  from  Nant^ 
charged  with  fecret  difpatches,  which  he  threw  overlxKud,  wtth  ten  4[ 
her  guns,  in  the  chafe. 

I  hare  the  honour  to  be»'  &c. 

CHA.  ROWLET. 


From  the  LONDON  GAZETTE,  Oft»  jr,  1797. 
Admiralty  Ogiee^  Oader  lu 

■ 

ExtraB  of  a  Letter  from  the  Right  Hon.  Admiral  herd  Bri^trt^  JT.  B.  ia 
Evan  Nepean,  Efy,  dated  en  heard  his  Majejtfs  Ship  Repd  Cnierge^  «f . 

Sfa^  the  26th  afOHober  1797. 

HEREWITH  you  will  receive,  for  thdr  LordOiipa*  information,  the 
copy  of  a  letter  from  Captain  Yorke,  of  his  Maj^/'s  fliip  Stag,  flatinc 
ins  having  deftroycd  Le  Cocyte  Fretich  lugger  privateer. 

Sir,  5>4f|f,  mi  Sea^  Oihher  j,  1797. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  ac<|uaint  you,  tnit,  dn  the  30th  of  September, 
hisi  Majedy's  ihip  Bug  fell  m  with  and  deftroyed  Le  Coi^te,  French 
lugger  privateer,  of  four  guns  and  thirty  men,  off  Plymouth,  outteH 
days  from  Morlaix,  without  taking  any  thing. 

I  havQ  the  honour  to  be^  &c. 

JOS.  YORUL 

Admiralty  Office^  OHeher  31. 

Coty  (fa  Letter  from  Captain  James  O^Btyen^  Cemmmmder  if  Ms  Maf^i 
"SIm  CniUers,   to  Evan  Nepean,  Efy,    daitd  Flymeinh^    OSeter  sl^ 

1797- 

Sir, 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acquaint  you  wkb  my  arrival  here  ivith  Le 
Furet,  French  fcbooner  privateer,  mounting  four  four-pounder^  pierced  for 
fourteen,  carn^in^  fifty  men,  a  remarkable  fwift  iailer;  (he  irss  captured 
by  the  Triron,  ChilJcrs  in  company,  onTuefiLiy  the  aath,  between  the 

V Oh.  VII.  i  iflt 
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Ifle  of  Bas  and  Alrcvcrak,  on  her  return  to  Treguicr,  after  a  tlirec  weeks 
cruife,  during  which  (he  had  made  but  one  capture. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c 

JAMES  OBRYEN. 

From  the  LONDON  GAZETTE,  Nov.  ii,  1797. 

Admiralty  Office^  Nov.  11. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Admiral  the  Earl  St*  Flncent^  Commander  in  Chiefs 
kn  Majefifs  Ships  and  Kejfds  emplwedon  the  Coaft  rf  Portugal^  to  Eian 
Nepean^  Efq.  dated  on  hoard  the  rtlle  de  Parij^  in  the  TaguSy  0/foher 

^h  1797- 

Sir, 
I  ENCLOSE  herewith  copies  of  letters  I  have  received  firom  Captaio 
Downman  and  Captain  Pierrepont,  giving  an  account  of  the  capture  of 
two  of  the  enemy's  privateers  by  his  Majefty's  (loops  the  Speedy  and 
King's  Fiflicr.  I  am,  &c. 

ST.  VINCENT. 

My  Lord,  Speedy^  off  Oporto^  Sept.  18,   17(^7. 

T  HAVE  the  honour  to  inform  you,  that  on  the  1 3th  inft.  his  Majefly*5 
floop  Speedy  captured  the  Palma,  a  Spanifh  fchooner  privateer,  off  Ville 
dc  Conde,  mounting  two  three- pounders  and  four  fwivels,  with  twenty* 
eight  men.  She  had  been  eight  days  from  Vigo,  and  had  not  taken  any 
thing.  HUGH  DOWNMAN. 

"My  Lord,  AT/wfV  Fifier^  Sept.  16,   1 797. 

I  BEG  leave  to  acquaint  your  Lordfliip,  that  yefterday  morning,  off 
Camina,  I  fell  in  with  and'captured  the  French  lugger  privateer  L*E^ir, 
mounting  two  carriage  guns  and  four  fwivels,  and  manned  with  tlurty- 
niiie  men;  out  thirteen  days  from  Rochelie,  but  had  not  made  any  ap- 
turc.  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

C.  H.  PIERREPONT. 

Admiralty  Office^  Nov,  I  r. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Captain  H.  Digby^  Commander  of  his  Majefiys  Ship 
Aurora^  to  the  Earl  St.  Fincent^  Commander  in  Chief  rf  his  i^faiekfi 
Ships  and  Veffels  employed  on  the  Coaft  of  Portugal^  dated  at  Se'a^  tis 

'^ih  of  September  1797. 

My  Lord, 
I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acquaint  you  of  the  capture  of  L'-\igIc 
French  privateer,  mounting  twelve  guns,  and  feventy-fevcn  men,  com- 
manded by  Louis  Daroche,  nine  days  from  Rochelie ;  had  taken  nothing. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

H.  DIGBY. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Cattain  Tyler  to  the  Earl  St.  Fimeentj  dated  m  boa^J 
his  Mnjfftfs  Ship  L^AigUj  TagtSy  September  7,  1797. 

INIy  Lord, 
I  HAVE  the  honour  to  inform  your  Lordfhip,  that  on  the  30th  of  July 
laft,  ofif  Cape  FinUterre,  the  Bofton  iii  company,  we  captured  a  FrencJi 


(  "  ) 

lugger,  called  the  Hazard^  of  eight  guns  and  fifty  men,  bclonping  to 
Bayoruie,  and  laft  from  Coninna ;  made  no  captures.  Augull  the  1 3th 
laft,  I  captured  the  French  lugger  La  Manche,  eight  guns  and  eight 
fwivels,  and  forty-nine  men,  belonging  to  Nantes;  out  thirteen  days, 
made  no  captures.  On  the  17th  of  the  fame  month,  obferving  two 
vefTels  working  into  the  Bay  of  Lax,  I  ordered  the  lugger  to  cut  them  out. 
The  weather  not  proving  fivourable,  one  of  them,  a  brig  laden  with 
ricr,  could  not  be  brought  off.  I  took  the  rice  out,  and  burnt  the  vefleU 
The  property  was  Spanifh,  bound  for  Corunna. 

CHA.  TYLER. 

Sir,  His  Maj^ys  Shi^  Aurmra^  River  Tagus^  Sept»  1 7,  1 797- 

I  HAVE  to  acquaint  you  that  I  captured,  on  my  way  to  Lifbon,  on  the 
1 5th  inftcint,  L*Elpicgle,  French  privateer  brig,  mounting  fourteen  guns 
and  fixty  men,  from  Kochelie,  commanded  by  lean  Henry  Knell;  had' 
taken  in  the  morning  a  Portuguefe  brigi  from  Lifbon,  bound  to  Oporto, 
which  file  had  fent  to  St.  Lucar.  I  am,  &c* 

H.  DIGBY. 

Co^  of  a  Letter  from  Admiral  the  Earl  St,  Fineent^  lC.B,t9  Evan  Ifeptim^ 
Efq,  dated  FilU  de  Patis^  offCadi%^  Oaober  5. 

YOU  will  receive  herewith  a  letter  from  Lord  Henry  Paulet,  captain  of 
his  Maje(ly*s  (hip  Thalia,  acquainting  me  with  hit  having,  on  the  loth 
ult.  captured  L'Efpoir  French  corvette,  of  fixteen  guns. 

lam,  &c. 

ST.  VINCENT. 

Sir,  Thalia^  at  Seay  September  zr. 

YESTERDAY  evening,  being  5n  latitude  34  deg.  27  nun.  N.  ancMoi^ 
gitude  29  deg.  40  min.  \V.  I  captured  the  French  national  corvette 
L'Efpoir,  mounting  fixteen  (ix-pounder$,  and  having  ninety-fix  men*; 
ihe  comes  from  Cayenne,  and  was  cmifing  with  another  corvette,  which 
was  taken  the  20th  ulr.  by  an  Englifli  frigate. 

Earl  St,  Vincent^  Commander  in  Chiefs  Csfr.  H,  PAULET.  • 

Admiralty  Officcy  November  i  z. 

Copy  ftf  a  Letter  from  Captain  Gore^  Commander  tf  Us  Majifty^s  Ship  the 
Triton^  to  Admiral  Lord  Bridparty  dated  at  Sea^  O^ober  2^^ 

My  Lord, 
I  HAVE  the  honour  to  inform  your  Lord(hip|.  that  I  this  day  chafed 
and  captured,  clofe  in  with  Alreverak,  the  Furet,  French  fphooner  pri- 
vateer, mounting  four  guns,  four-pounders,  but  pierced  for  fourteen, 
having  fifty-three  men  on  board;  twenty-thre^ days  out  from  Treguier, 
and  had  only  taken  the  Denton  EngliQi  brig,  laden  with  coals,  which 
was  retaken  the  next  day  by  his  Majcfty's  (hip  Jafoo. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

JOHN  GORE. 

B  %  Mmirahf 
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AdmWaliy  Office^  November  It. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Captain  Faullnor^  Comntartiier  of  hh  MajePfs  Skip 
Diana^  to  Evan  Nepearty  Efq»  dated  Cork  Harbour^  November  2. 

Sir, 
PLEASE  to  inform  my  Lords  Commiffioners  of  the  Admiralty,  that 
a  fine  coppered  (hip  jmvateer  of  fixtecn  guns  and  one  hundred  and  eighty 
men,  out  of  Boiirdeaux,  is  juft  brought  in  here,  captured  by  his  Majefty's 
fliips  Dryad  and  Doris ;  ilie  is  called  La  Brune,  and  held  our  fliips  a  chafe 
of  forty  leagues ;  flie  had,  on  the  r  7th  of  September,  taken  the  Induftry 
brig,  from  Newfoundland,  bound  to  Lifbon,  and  on  the  9th  of  Odober 
the  Commerce  brig,  from  Greenock,  bound  tc^pporto,  in  balbll. 

I  am,  &c.  '- 

J.  FAULKKOR. 

From  the  LONDON  GAZETTE,  November  45,  1797. 

Admiralty  Office^  Nov.  a  J. 

Extra3  of  a  Letter  from  Fice-admiral  Sir  Hyde  Parker^  J^ni.  Commander 
in  Chief  of  his  Majcfifi  Ships  and  Veffels  at  Jamaica^  to  E*vam  Nefean^ 
Efq.  diited  ^iceny  Cape  Nicola  Mole^  Offober  8,   1797. 

HIS  Majefly's  (loop  Albacore  arrived  here  lafl  night,  with  a  privateer 
fchooner  of  thieeguns,  called  the  Nantaife,  copper-bottomed.  I  have 
the  honour  to  tranlmit  herewith  a  return  of  the  number  of  armed  vcflels 
taken  and  deftroyed  fince  my  lalh 

One  fniall  barge  of  one  gun,  captured  by  his  Majefty's  (hip  Thames. 

One  fchooner  privateer  of  two  guns,  14  muikets,  and  30  men  ;  three 
other  fmall  boats  fent  in,  and  10  de{h*oyed  by  the  Drake. 

One  fchooner  privateer  of  one  gun  and  so  men,  captured  and  brought 
in  by  the  Aquilon. 

Two  armed  brigs,  captured  and  brought  in  by  the  Rattler. 

la  Trompeufe  French  fchooner  privateer,  of  i*  guns  and  78  meOy 
fujik  by  his  Majefty's  brig  Pelican. 

A  Spanifli  packet  of  fix  guns,  with  troops  on  board,  captured  by  the 
Diligence,  in  company  with  the  Renomm6e  and  Hermione. 

A  copper-bottomed  fchooner  privateer,  of  three  gunj  and  56  men, 
captured  and  brought  in  by  the  Albacore, 

One  row-boat  privateer,  armed  with  fwiveis  and  mulkctt,  cap« 
tured  by  the  Albacore. 

Admiralty  Office^  November  95. 

ExtraH  of  another  Letter  from  Fice-admiral  Sir  Hyde  Parker^  Knt.  ti 
Evan  Nepca-^  Efq.  dated  the  tth  of  OSlober  1797. 

I  BEG  you  will  be  pleaftd  to  inform  their  Lordihips,  that  Captain 
Gafcoyne  being  ill  of  a  fever,  I  put  Lieutenant  White  ot  the  Queen  into 
his  JVlajcfty's  brig  Pelican,  to  command  her  during  the  Captain's  iUnefs. 

On  the  1 7th -of  lafl  month.  Lieutenant  White  had  the  good  forttmeto 
fall  in  with  the  Trompeufe  French  privateer  brig.  Hit  Ipirited  condudl 
and  oi&cer-like  management,  I  am  fure,  will  be  as  fhx>ngly  imprefledoa 
their  Lordfliips'  minds,  by  his  account  of  the  a£tion,  herewith  ciick>fcd, 
%%  it  was  on  mine,  in  giving  him  great  credit  for  botht 

Sifi 
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Sir,  Pelican^  at  Sea^  Srptemher  17. 

1  Have  the  honour  to  inform  you,  that  at  thirty  minute s  pad  fcvcn 
A.  M.  we  difcovered  a  brig  bearing  N.  N.  W,  (Cape  Nicholas  S.  by  W. 
haJf  W.)  {landing  towards  us,  with  the  larboard  tacks  on  board.  As 
fhc  appeared  to  be  a  veflel  of  force,  1  immediately  made  all  fail  towards 
her,  the  wind  being  eaft.  At  forty-five  minutes  paft  cifeht,  fhe  having 
ftiown  French  colours,  we  opened  our  fire  on  her  in  crolung,  then  wore 
round  her  ilern,  and  kept  up  a  continued  and  well-directed  fire  until 
twenty  minutes  after  nine,  when  (lie  made  all  fail  from  us  with  the  lar« 
board  tacks.  Unfortunately  we  could  not  immediately  make  all  fail 
after  her,  as  our  running  rigging  was  much  cut ;  but  as  foon  as  it  was 
repaired,  every  exertion  was  made  to  get  alongfidc  of  her  a  fecond  time, 
which  was  effefted  at  forty-five  minutes  after  twelve,  when  we  opene4 
our  fire  on  her,  which  was  fo  well  directed,  that  at  ten  minutes  paft  one 
ilie  blew  up  abaft,  and  ftruck  her  colour.  At  fifteen  minutes  after  one 
fhe  went  down  by  the  head,  and  was  totally  loft.  Upon  which  we  imme* 
diately  hoifted  out  our  boats,  and  fortunately  faved  the  lives  of  fixty  of 
her  crew,  by  whom  we  learn  flie  was  the  Trompeufe  French  privateer 
brig,  mounting  12  fix-pounders  and  78  men  on  board  ;  fhe  had  been  out 
eleven  days,  but  had  only  tak^n  one  prize. 

I  feel  myfelf  greatly  .indfeMed  to  Captain  Perkins,  of  the  Drake,  whom 
I  difcovered  in  fliore  of  us,  for  ufing  every  exertion  to  work  to  windward§ 
and  cut  her  oft*  from  Jean  Rebel,  as  foon  as  I  made  the  private  fignal  to 
him,  and  that  of  the  chafe  being  an  enemy.  ' 

Permit  me  to  obferve,  that  great  praife  is  due  to  Lieutenants  Ward 
and  Uflier,  and  Mr.  M'Cleaverty  the  Mafter,  for  their  zeal,  condud^ 
and  bravery,  as  alio  to  the  inferior  officers  and  ftiip's  company,  for  their 
fleadinefs,  obedience,  and  courage. 

Enclofed  I  have  the  honour  to  fend  you  a  Hfl  of  the  killed  and 
wounded.  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  ^c. 

THOMAS  WHITE* 

Sir  Hyde  Parker^  Knt.^c, 

A  Lifi  of  killed  and  mounded  on  hoard  his  Majejiys  Shop  Pelican^  the  l  'lib 

Day  of  September  11  ^^m 

Killled — John  Cooke,  marine. 

Wounded — Thomas  Stockdale,  ordinary  feaman,  compound  fra£hire« 
Etean  Beckwell,  able  feaman,  wounded  in  the  jaw.  Robert  Hughes, 
ordinary  feaman,  wounded  in  the  head.  Daniel  Lucas,  able  feaman, 
wounded  fiightly.    John  Reed,  cockfwain,  contufion  in  the  thigh.    . 

(Signed)  THOMAS  WHITE. 


From  the  LONDON  GAZETTE,  Nov.  fl^8,  1797. 

Admiralty  Office^  Nov,  a8. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Admiral  Lord  Duncan^  Commander  /*  Chief  of  his 
Majtfty's  Ships  and  Fejfels  in  the  North  Seaf^  to  Evan  Nepeati,  Efjm 
dated  the  z^th  infiant. 

Sir, 
I  HEREWITH  enclofe,  for  the  information  of  the  Lords  QommiT* 
fioners  of  the  Admiralty,  a  lift  of  the  killed  and  wounded  on  the  nth  of 
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O<5^obcr  Inft,  on  bonrd  fuch  of  his  Majcfty's  (hips  under  my  command, 
whofc  fit  nations  afier  the  adion  prevented  their  returns  being  made  iii 
tm)e  to  be  included  in  the  one  before  tranfmitted. 

I  amy  &c. 

DUNCAN. 

ji  Istft  of  the  hlltil  and  ivounJcd  en  hoard  fuch  of  bis  Majifi\*s  Ships  undtr 
my  Commanil^  WjK>  ^jyeit  in  the  ABion  of  th§  \\th  of  OHoher  lafi^  and 
from  tJjhoiH  no  Return  luas  made  hejore, 

Montagu. — 3  fcamcn  killed  ;  ft  officers,  ft  fcamen,  z  marinC| 
wouiKled. 

Dirtdor. — 6  feamcn,  1  marine,  wounded, 

Monmouth. —  i  oihcer,  i  feaman,  ft  marines,  i  boy,  killed;  i6iea* 
men,  2  marines,  4  boys,  wounded. 

Veteran. —  1  orti:cr,  3  fciimen,  killed  ;  fti  feamen  wounded* 

Ruiicll. — 6  ofticcrs,  14  feamen,  i  fergeant  of  marinefi,  3  private 
ditto,  wounded. 

Adamant. — None  killed  or  wounded« 

Names  of  Officers  lilled  and  njoouMdodm 

Veteran. — Lieutenant  Francis  Ferrett,  killed* 

Montagu. — Lieutenant  Ralph  Sneyd  and'Mr.  James  Forbiflily,  mid« 
fliipmen,  wounded. 

Rnilcli. — Lieutenant  David  Johnfon ;  Mr.  Thomaa  Troughton, 
matter  ;  Mr.  George  Taylor,  matter's  mate  ;  Mr.  John  Brooks,  hoat- 
fwain  ;  Mr.  Thomas  Abbott,  pilot;  Mr.  Thomas  Sherrard,  pilot;  Joha 
Howard,  fergeant  of  marines  ;  wounded. 

LoJ!  in  the  Dutch  FriTU'Jhip  Delft. 

Monmouth.— 2  marines  drowned. 
Veteran. — 2  feamen  drowned. 
Ruflell. — I  feaman  drowned* 

(Signed)  DUNCAN. 


From  the  LONDON  GAZETTE,  Dec.  ft,  1797. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Captain  John  Drenv^  Commander  of  his  Majefi/M 
iihip  Cerherusy  to  Evan  Ntpean^  Efq,  dated  at  Cerk^  the  SLOtb  mUim§. 

Sir, 
FOR  the  information  of  my  Lords  Commiffioners  of  the  Admiraltjr, 
I  have  to  acquaint  you,  on  the  X2th  inttant,  in  the  lat.  49  deg.  48  min. 
N.  long.  22  deg.  18  min.  W.  I  captured  the  French  private  (hip  of  war 
L^Epcrvicr,  carrying  16  lour-pounders^  pierced  for  fto,  and  her 
complement  145  men.  On  the  13th  recaptured  the  Adelphi,  from  Que- 
bec, bound  to  London,  taken  by  the  above  ihip.  On  the  Z4th  captured 
Le  Renard,  carrying  18  fix-poundcrs,  pierced  for  20,  her  complement 
1.89  men.;  both  privateers  are  copper-bottomed,  fail  very  faft,  and  are 
quite  new.  We  likewife  chafed  the  Buonaparte,  carrying  3ft  guns  and 
950  men,  but  carrying  away  all  our  tteering-fails  and  main  top-gallant 
matt,  it  enabled  her  to  get  off,  after  doing  her  confiderable  damage  with 
the  bow-chafe  guns,  and  I  have  every  reafon  to  believe  die  is  returned  to 
France,  from  her  having  thrown  every  thing  overboard* 

J.  DREW. 
2  From 
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Frcmi  the  LONDON  GAZETTE,  Dec;},  1797; 

AdmiraUy  Office^  Dtc.  5. 
My  Lord,  Aurora^  Nov.  1797- 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acquaint  yo%  that  I  captured  on  the  28th  of 
October,  a  French  flitp  named  L'Aimable  Sophie,  in  ballafl,  and  fent 
her  to  Liibon.  On  the  29th  I  took,  off  Cape  Ortcgal,  thrte  Spanilh 
coaflers,  which,  from  their  conditiop,  I  did  not  think  proper  to  ri(k  my 
people  on  board  ;  I  therefore  fnnk  one,  made  a  cartel  of  another,  and 
lent  the  third  condinonally  to  Cprunna. 

On  the  1 6th  I  captured  two  Spanifh  brigs,  loaded  with  hemp,  armsy 
and  iron,  names  unknown  ;  their  crews  had  left  them  before  my  boats 
had  got  on  board.  On  the  i8th  one  of  them  was  fo  unfit  to  equal  the 
weather,  that  I  took  my  people  out  and  funk  her ;  at  this  time  loft 
fight  of  the  other,  which  I  had  ordered  to  make  for  Lifbon  in  cafe  of 
fcparation. 

After  a  chafe  of  nine  hours,  I  captured  3wfterday,  about  fix  leagues 
from  Cape  Roxent,  L'Aventure  French  privateer  fchooner,  nineteea 
days  from  Rochelle,  mounting  eight  four-pounders  and  43  men,  com- 
manded by  Auguftin  Vildieu. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c* 

Earl  St.  Vincent^  t£c.  H.  DIGBY, 

From  the  LONDON  GAZETTE,   Dec  9,  i797. 

Admiralty  Office^  Dec.  9. 

'Ccfy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Earl  of  St,  Flncent^  Commandtr  in  Chief  tf  his 
Majejly\  Ships  and  Fejfrls  on  the  Coajl  of  Portugal,  to  Evan  NefeoM^ 
Efq,  dated  on  hgard  the  faille  de  Paris^  in  the  Tagus^  Nov*  !%• 

Sir, 
I  ENCLOSE  a  Jift  of  the  captures  made  by  Captain  Retalick,  in  his 
iMajeily's  floop  La  Bonne  Citoyenne,  during'hcr  cruife  in  the  Mediter- 
ranean the  laft  fummer. 

I  am,  &c.  ST.  VINCENT, 

Le  Plcuvier  French  privateer,  of  nine  guns  and  42  men,  eight  days 
from  Carthagena,  having  taken  nothing ;  feht  to  Algiere :  captured 
between  Carthagena  ami  Oran.  Le  Canarde  French  privateer,  of  10 
guns  and  64  men,  from  MarfeiJIes,  out  three  months ;  captured  one 
Pruflian,  one  RiilTian,  and  one  velfel  under  Turkifli  cofours :  fcnt  to 
Malta.  Two  Spanifli  brigs  in  baJlaft,  from  Catalonia  to  Trieile,  with 
,8,900  dollars.  Jengin  del  Rofario,  SpaniQi  tartan,  from  Barcelona  to 
^linorca,  with  20  recruits  ;  the  wind  being  fo  the  fouthward,  apd  fcarce 
of  water,  fent  all  the  prifoners  on  board  of  her.  With  eight  other  Spa- 
nifti  merchantmen  of  fniali  value. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Captain  Stirling^  Commmnder  of  his  Majejly^s  SJbif 
Jafon^  to  Evan  Nepean^  Efq.  dated  Ealmouthy  Dec*  J, 

Sir, 
ON  the  2i{l  ult.  off  Pelleifle,  his  Majefly's  fliip  under  mycommind 
took  La  Marie,  a  I'rcnch  privarecr  brig,  carrying  14  guns  and  60  men* 

1  liave,  &c.  CHA.  ST1EH.INO. 

Coff 
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Copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Right  Hon.  Lor  J  Bn^p9rtj  JC*  S»  U  EvaM 

NefeaUf  Efq.  dated  the  ^th  of  Decm 
Sir, 
YOU  will  herewith  receive  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Captain  White,  of 
his  Majcfly'i  brig  Sylph,    which  I   tranfmit  for  their   Lordihrps'  io- 
formation.  I  have,  kc 

BRIDPORT. 

My  Lord,  Sylpb%  Canufand  Be^y  Dec.  t. 

I  BEG  leave  to  acquaint  your  Lordfliip,  that  we  failed  from  this  an- 
chorage on  the  19th  ult.  in  order  to  rejoin  the  fquadron  under  Captain 
Keats,  but  owing  to  thick  and  blowing  weather,  1  was  not  able  to  fall  in 
with  him  before  he  quitted  the  rendezvous.  1  have  funher  to  acquaint 
your  Lorddiip,  that  lince  the  above  period  we  have  made  the  following 
recaptures  (between  Belieifle  and  Rochfort),  and  with  the  laft  of  :hem 
we  arrived  here  this  morning. 

On  the  sill  of  Nov.  Active  fchooner,  from  Newfoundland  bound  to 
Teignmouth,  laden  with  filli  and  oil;  (lie  was  captured  on  the  14th  of 
Nov.  by. La  Conftance  brig  privateer  of  Nantes.  On  the  aid  of  Nov.  a 
Frulfian  galliotc,  fi  nni  Amiterdam  to  Lilbon,  laden  with  wheat,  captured 
by  Le  Buonaparte  (hip  privateer  of  Bourdeaux,  on  lufpicion  of  the  cargo 
being  Portugnefc  property  ;  this  ve(rel  being  very  leaky,  and  her  cargo 
much  damaged,  J  fuffeird  her  to  proceed  (after  taking  out  the  French- 
men) to  her  oiiginal  deAination.  On  the  23d  of  Nov.  the  brig  Diana, 
from  New  Providence  bound  to  London,  laden  with  cotton,  fugar,  and 
coft'ee,  captured  on  the  12th  of  Nov.  by  the  Felix  cutter  privateer  of 
14  giins,  bcloiiging  to  Nantes  ;  belides  the  Diana,  (he  had  taken  three 
Englidi  velfels  from  Newfoundland,  and  two  Americans  outward  bound. 
On  the  3eth  of  Nov.  the  fliip  Henniker,  from  London  bound  to  Mar- 
tinic^ue,  laden  with  provifions  on  account  of  Government,  was  under 
convoy  of  the  Trent  and  Amphitrite,  and  captured  in  lat.  42  deg.  27 
min.  north,  and  long.  z\  deg.  ^o  min.  weft,  by  Le  Francois  (hip  priva- 
teer of  Nantes,  on  the  23d  of  November. 

The  prifoners  taken  in  the  Diana  inform  me,  that  the  Le  Felix  (the 
privateer  to  which  they  belonged)  was  upfet  on  the  night  of  the  i6in  of 
November,  in  a  fuddcn  and  violent  gull  of  wind,  and  though  not  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  from  her  prize,  not  one  of  her  crew  was  faved,  which 
conlifled  of  115  men,  cxclufive  of  whom,  I  am  forry  to  add,  periflied 
22  Britiili  and  American  fcamen,  belonging  to  the  velfels  this  privateer 
had  captured.  I  am,  my  Lord,  &c. 

J.  WHITE. 

Cfl0v  of  a  Letter  from  Admiral  the  Earl  of  St.  Flncent^  K.  B.  Commander 
in  Chief  of  hit  Majefy^s  S/j.'pt  and  VeJJeU  in  the  Ri'ver  Tagus^  to  Evan 
tilcpCiiny  Efq.  dated  the  z%th  of  Nov. 

I  ENCLObE,  for  the  information  of  the  Lords  Commtffionert  of  the 
Admiralty,  a  letter  from  Captain  Weftcott,  commander  of  his  Majcfiy's 
(Iiip  Majeltic,  acqnaintin{i;  Rear-admiral  Sir  JohnOrde  with  hi&  having, 
on  the  i4ih  inft.  captured  the  Spani(h  corvette  Bolador,  of  16  guns  and 
74.  men. 

Alio  a  letter  from  Captain  Hotham,  of  his  Majefty*s  (liip  Blanchei  to 
Captain  Tyler,  commander  of  L'Aiglci  giving  an  account  of  hit  taking 

I^ 
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Lc  Colireur  Fjiench  privateer  of  14  guns  and  90  men,  the  20th  of  this 
month;  v 

Sir,  Majeftic^  off  Cape  St.  Vincent^  Nonf,  IJ. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  inform  you,  that  chafing  from  the  fquadron 
under  your  command,  yeflerday,  I  captured  the  Bolador,  a  Spanifti 
corvette  of  16  guns  and  74  men,  fchooner  rigged,  commanded  by  Don 
Antonio  Rodriguez.  He  had  been  feventy  four  days  on  his  paflage  from 
the  Caraccos,  and  charged  with  difpatches,  which  he  had  thrown  over- 
board during  the  chale. 

I  have,  &c.  J.  B.  WESTCOTT. 

Sir,  Blanche  at  Sea^  Nov,  21. 

THE  officer  who  will  have  the  honour  of  delivering  this,  is  fent  ia 
with  Le  Coureur  French  privateer  brig,  of  14  guns  and  90  men,  taken 
by  his  Majcfty's  fliip  under  my  command,  in  the  night  of  the  20th  inft. 
after  a  chalc  of  three  hours.  1  have,  &c, 

H.  HOTHAM, 


From  the  LONDON  GAZETTE,  Dec.  16,  1797. 

j^Jmirahy  Office^  Dec.  16. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Rear-admiral  Harvey^  Commander  In  Chief  of  his 
Majefly^s  Ships  aiulVeffeh  at  the  Lee-iuard  IJlantis^  to  Evan  Nepean^  Efq^ 
dated  on  hoard  the  Prince  of  Wales  in  Fort  Royal  £ay^  Martinique^  the 
^th  of  October. 

Sir, 
BE  pleafed  to  acquaint  their  Lordfhips,  th^t  his  Majefty's  floop  Bit- 
tern, commanded  by  Lieutenant  Edward  Kittoe,  fell  in  with,  the  13th 
ult.  off  Tortola,  and  captured  the  French  fliip  privateer  L'Agrcable, 
of  18  guns,  nine  and  fix  pounders,  and  115  men,  which  had  left  Gua- 
daloupe  two  days  before,  and  taken  nothing ;  had  been  juft  fitted  out, 
is  a  fall  failer,  and  coppered. 

The  capture  of  this  vefl'el,  under  her  firft  equipment,  is  of  much  con- 
fequence;  and  the  very  fpirited  manner  in  which  (lie  was  attacked  and 
captured  in  tlic  night  (although  vvithout  refiftance)  does  great  credit  to. 
the  condudl  of  Lieutenant  Kittoe. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  &c, 

HENRY  HARVEY.  * 

Copy  of  another  Letter  from  Rear-admiral  Harvey  to  Evan  NepeaH^  Efq^ 

dated  the  ^th  of  O^oher. 
Sir, 
I  ANI  to  acquaint  you  for  the  information  of  their  Lordfhips,  that 
his  Majefty's  (hip  Lapwing,  on  the  ift  of  Auguft,  being  to  the  north- 
ward of  Tortola,  in  lat.  22  deg.  20  min.  captured  the  Le  Regulus  French 
privateer  (loop,  belonging  to  Porto  Rico,  6f  four  guns  and  26  men^ 
which  Captain  Barton  fent  to  St.  Chriftopher  ;  flie  had  been  out  fifteen 
days,  and  had  captured  an  American  brig. 

1  have,  &:c.  HENRY  HARVEY. 


Vol.  VII.  C  Ctfj. 
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Cofy  of  another  Letter  from  'Rear'adtuiral  Haruey  to  Evan  Ncpean^  Efq. 

dated  the  ^th  ofO^ober, 

Sir, 
BE  plcafccl  to  acquaint  their  Lordfliips,  that  his  Majcfty's  fhip 
Scourge  captured,  the  28th  iilt.  oflf  Mariagalante,  La  Sarazine  French 
fchooiier  privateer,  bel<mc;ing  to  Guadaloupc,  uf  fix  guns  and  58  men, 
which  Captain  Warren  fcnt  to  this  ifland.  She  had  been  out  ten  dajs, 
but  had  taken  nothin<^. 

I  have,  &C.&C.  HENRY  HARVEY. 

Copy  of  another  Letter  from  Rear-admiral  Harvey  to  Evan  U^cfean^  EJijm 

dated  the  ^tb  of  Odoher. 
Sir, 
BE  pleafed  to  acquaint  their  Lordfliips,  that  his  Majcfty's  fliip  Tamer 
(Captain  Martin)  has  captured  and  lent  to  Barbadoes  three  French  pri- 
vatecisbtlongins;  to  Gundiloupe,  the  force  of  which,  with  their  names, 
and  the  dates  of  tliL-ir  capture,  areas  follow: — 4th  Aug.  1797,  Lc  Pont 
d'Arcole,  cutter,  four  guns  and  48  men,  off  Marfagalanlc.  8th  ditto,  Le 
Renard,  cutter,  10  guns  and  71  men,  off  Martinique.  loth  ditto, 
1/rti  e,  fliij),  of  14  <;uns  and  135  men,  off  Barbadoes. 

They  had  b;cn  out  a  very  fliort  time,  and  the  two  former  had  not 
T.ikcu  any  thing ;  but  the  latter  had  captured  one  Englifli  and  two  Ante- 
rican  vellels. 

I  have  the  honour,  &c.  HENRY  HARVEY. 

Copy  of  another  Letter  from  Rear-admiral  Harvey  to  Evan  Nepean^  Ef^* 

dated  the  ^th  of  O^oher. 
Sir, 
ENCLOSED  is  an  account  of  captures  and  recaptures  made  by  the 
Hiips  of  his  MrijvfU'h  f(|uadron  iimier  my  command,  asagainfl  their  re- 
^peilivc  names  exprofTe^l,  httwicn  the  2  5th  July  1 797,  and  the  dare  hercor'; 
aho  :in  ncconnt  oj  velllls  (detained  under  neutral  colours,  and  lihellcd  in 
the  court  of  admiralty  for  the  caufes  llated  in  the  faid  account  during 
that  p-^uiod.  1  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

HENRY  HARVEY. 

jln  Acco'.tnt  of  "Mer chant  Sh'ps  and  VrffeU  captured  and  rtcapturtix 
liic'xi fc  fiw^'  as  hen.'c  /urn  detiiiued  under  neutral  Colours  by  bis  Inajrfiys 
Ship*  tnid  J^'Ji'l^  .  rrff>rrliz*c'ly  exfrefTed  a^ainft  their  Names)  under  tljt 
Cotrnu^vid  of  Ih-ur,  iLirz^^Y^  k/tj.  Rear -admiral  of  the  Red^  and  Conn 
7:;a.u!ir  in  tV/..;',  sL'. .  v" *f .  at  the  Leeixyard  Jjlands^  betnuicen  the  2'5/A 
J:i!v  ^nid  the  ^fh  dlot^r  1797. 

Biig  Decilion,  rf  2v'j  tow^  and  eight  men,  from  Cape  Francois  to 
Foito  Rico,  in  baibll,  belonging  to  Cape  Francois  :  recaptured  by  die 
Babet. 

Brig  Svliylkill,  of  too  tons  and  eight  men,  fi"om  New  York  to  Porio 
Rioo,  hdtn  witii  iiour,  hcloni^ingto  Thiladelphia  :  taken  by  the  Babet; 
detained  :   inppofcd  U)  hi-  Spamlh  j)ro|>eriy. 

Barque  vl.olu?,  of  iSo  tons  and  10  men,  from  Marfeilles  to  St« 
Ti^miar,  laden  witli  wines,  belonging  to  Copenhagen :  taken  by  the 
!:»il>  -.r  ;  (ittaincd,  cargo  French  property. 

K<y^\  ^'xpcr'xent,  of  400  tons  and  la  men,  from  Guadaloupe  to  St. 

ThonsUi 
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Thomas,  laden  with  ftaves  and  bailaft,  belonging  to  Guadaloupe:  de- 
tained, cargo  being  French  property. 

Biig  Mary,  of  ic8  tons  and  lo  men,  from  Wilmington  to  Marti* 
nique,  laden  with  lumberi  belonging  to  l^iladelphia  :  recaptured  bjr 
the  Invincible. ' 

Sloop  Telegraph,  from  Bermuda  to  Martinique,  laden  with  pitchy 
tar,  &c.  belonging  to  Bermudas :  recaptured  by  the  Bittern. 

Ship  Lyon,  of  188  tons  and  1 1  men,  from  Bourdeaux  to  St.  Thomat, 
laden  with  plantation  (lores^  belonging  to  Boilon  :  taken  by  the  Bittern; 
detained,  irregular  pa  pel's  and  contraband  ^ods. 

Sloop  Mar}',  of  104  tons  and  10  men,  trom  St.  Thomas  to  Surinam,, 
laden  with  cafli  and  dry  goods,  belonging  to  St.,  Thomas :  taken  by  the 
Matilda;  detained,  falfc  invoice,  crew  confiding  of  enemy.    ' 

Ship  Rofe,  of  3^0  tons,  from  St.  Vincent  to  St.  Pierre,  laden  with 
wine  a|id  dry  goods,  belonging  to  London :  riecaptuted  by  the  Ven- 
geance. 

Schooner  Blazing  Star,  0F90  tons  and  fix  men,  fiiom  Curacoa  toSt« 
Thomas,  laden  with  indigo,  coffee,  &c.  belonging  to  New  York :  taken 
by  the  L'Aimable  ;  detained,  fuppofed  enemy's  property. 

Ship  Mary,  220  tons,  10  guns  and  17  men,  from  Cemarara  to  Li* 
verpool,  laden  with  coffee,  fugar,  &c;  belonging  to~  Liverpool:  recap- 
tured by  L*Aimable. 

Brig  Abbey,  of  230  tons,  10  guns  and  13  men,  from  Demarara  to 
Liverpool,  laden  with  coffee,  fugar,  &c.  belonging  to  Liverpool :  re« 
captured  by  the  L'Aimable. 

Ketch  John,  of  258  tons  and  16  men,  froih  the  Ifle  of  France  toBa* 
lem,  laden  with  indigo,  coffee,  fugar,  &c.  belongTng  to  Salem :'  recapv    * 
tured  by  the  L'Aimable. 

(Signed)  HENRY  HARVEY. 

Copy  of  another  Letter  from  Rear-aJmirai  Harvty  to  EvaH  Ncpean^  ^/f^' 

dated  the  yb  ofOQober* 
Sir,  • 

THE  Alexandrine  fchooner,  of  fix  guns  and  40  man,  tender  to  hii 
Majefty's  (hip  Prince  of  Wales,  having  failed  from  hence,  under  the 
command  of  Lieutenant  William  Wood  Senhoufe,  in  Queft  of  lb(ne  pri-> 
vateers  that  were  faid  to  be  off  this  ifland,  fell  in  with,  the  xjch  dF 
Augnft  tail,  La  Cocq  French  privateer,  of  fix  guns  and  34.' men.  After 
an  action  of  three  quarters  of  an  hour  fhe  ftruck,  having  two  men  kiNed^ 
and  <ive  wounded.  The  fame  evening  the  Alexandrine  attacked  another 
fchooner  of  greater  force,  which,  after  a  running  aAion  .of  feme  tifiie«^ 
ei'caped  by  the  darknefs  of  the  night.  The  condud  of  Liejatenaat  Seilt^. 
houfe,  the  oHicers  and  men  of  the  Alexandrine,  on  this  occaQoni^  wai 
highly  fpirited  and  meritorious. 

In  have  the  honour,  &c.  &c.  HENRY  fiARVEt. 

^opy  of  another  Letter  from  Rear-admiral  Hartfty  tot  Evan  NjtpeOMf  £/jK 

dated  the  22d  of  Olioher. 
Sir, 
I  ENCLOSE  you  for  th^  information  of  their  Lordlbim^  comrof-4 
letter  I  have  received  from  Lieutenant  William  Wood  Senhoufe,    qf 
bis  Majedy's  iliip  Prince  of  Wales,  comipanding  thf  Alexao<iriqe  arq^ 
tpnder.  *4yt 
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The  very  galbnt  and  fpirited  condiK^  of  Mr.  Scnhoufe,  by  the  rap» 
turc  of  a  privateer  fo  fuperior  in  force,  together  with  his  former  fcrviccs 
on  a  fimilar  ocoafion,  will,  I  ampeifuaded,  recommend  bim  to  their 
Lordftiips*  particular  favour. 

The  Alexandrine's  force  was  Citl  guns  and  38  men,  that  of  the  French 
privateer  eight  guns  and  74  men.  I  have,  &c. 

HENRY  HARVEY. 

Sir,  j^lexandrincy  Fort  Roynl,  Martinique^  O^.  8. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acquaint  you,  that  after  delivering  your  dif- 
patches  to  the  governor  of  Dcmarary,  and  Captain  Manwanng  of  the 
Babct,  on  the  nrft  inftant,  we  immediately,  in  purfuance  of  your  or- 
ders, made  fail  for  Barbadoes,  and  at  daylight  on  the  4th,  that  illandthen 
bearing  weft  five  or  fix  leagues,  we  obfcrved  a  fchooncr  on  our  quarter, 
makm^;  fail  after  an  American  brig  to  leeward;  we  continued  our  courfe, 
but  file  difcovering  us  to  be  an  armed  vefl'el,  hauled  her  wind  to  the 
northward,  as  we  did  in  chafe  of  her  ;  and  at  nine  A.  M.  brought  her 
to  a  clofo  a<f\ion  of  fifty  minutes,  when  (lie  ftruck,  proving  to  be  L'Err 
picharis  French  privateer,  mounting  eight  carriage  guns,  and  having  on 
board  74  men,  belonging  to  Guadaloupe. 

It  is  with  re^'/et  I  add,  that  this  was  not  accompliflied  without  the 
lofs  of  an  excellent  feaman,  and  four  others  wounded,  one  I  fear  mor- 
tally. The  lofs  of  the  enemy  I  have  reafon  to  think  was  great,  as  on 
bur  taking  pofleflion  of  her  four  men  were  found  lying  dead  on  her 
deck,  and  twelve  feverely  wounded. 

The  mufter-roll  of  the  privateer  being  loft,  and  the  Captain's  ac- 
count not  agreeing  with  the  number  found,  I  have  mentioned  74,  as  the 
number  aftually  counted  by  us  when  ftie  ftruck, 

1  have,  &c.  W.  W.  SENHOUSE- 

Rear-admiral  Harvey y  (5c»  Lcevjard  JJlands^ 


From  the  LONDON  GAZETTE,  Dec,  19,  1797. 

Admiralty  Oj^ce,   Dec,  19. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Viccadmiral  Kings mill^  Commander  in  Chief  of 
his  Majefiys  Ships  and  Veffah  on  the  Coafl  of  Ireland ^  to  Evan  Nepean^ 
£fq,  dated  on  board  the  Fenguin^  at  Cork,  the  iitb  of  December. 

Sir, 
I  HAVE  the  fatisf:i<5lion  to  enclofe,  for  the  information  of  my  Lords 
Commiflionerb  of  the  Admiralty,  a  letter  to  me  from  Captain  Faulkner^ 
of  his  Majcfty's  fliip  Diana,  giving  an  account  of  his  having  captured  a 
faft-failing  French  corvette,  La  Mouche,  of  18  guns  and  122  men,  fitted 
out  from  La  Rochelle  as  a  privateer,  with  which  the  Diana  arrived  here 
yefterday.  1  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

R.  KIXGSMILL. 

Sir,  Diana^  at  Sea^  Dee»  8. 

1  HAVE  the  plcafure  of  acquainting  you,  that  on  the  5th  inftant,  be- 
ing in  lat.  CO  dee.  17  niin.  long.  21  i\cg.  I  fell  in  with,  and  captured, 
after  a  chafe  of  Jour  hours,  La  Mouche,  a  national  corvette,  fitted  in 
tycry  refpe<^  for  a  fix  weeks  cruife  by  the  rocrchanU  at  Rochelle  j  had 

bcca 
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been  from  that  place  fifteen  iayt^  without  making  any  Englifb  ciiptiirey; 
(he  lent  in,  five  days  prior  to  my  falling  in  with  her,  aa  American, 
from  the  Ifle  oF  France  bound  to  Bourdeaux,  which  (he  detained  on 
fufpicion,  having  no  French  pafs  on  board. 

La  Mouche  is  a  fliip  of  conixderable  force,  having  eleven  ports  of  a 
fide,  but  only  i6  twelve-pounders  on  board  when  1  fell  in  with  her; 
fix  of  which  were  thrown  overboard  during  the  chaie.  The  Captain  of 
her  informs  me  (lie  had  a  thorough  repair  and  was  new  coppered  ia 
September  laft. 

That  (he  iails  remarkably  faft  there  is  no  doubt  of,  as,  had  il  not  been 
fpr  her  carrying  away  her  fore^topmaft  during  the  chafe,  the  deter- 
mined way  in  which  (lie  continued  on  after  that,  liotwithftanding  the 
Diapa's  thot  going  over  her,  gave  me  reafon  to  fear,  from  the  evening*! 
coming  on  very  thick  and  foggy,  I  might  have  loft  her.  She  has  run  moft 
of  the  war  with  great  fuccci's  in  annoying  our  trade,  which  makes  the 
capture  of  a  fhip  of  her  d.  fcription  add  considerably  to  the  pleafure  of^ 

Sir,  your  moil  obedient  humble  (lervanty 

JONATHAN  FAULKNOR. 


From  the  LONDON  GAZETTE,  Dec.  »3,  1797. 

Admiralty  Office^  Dec.  aj. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Captain  Qunningbam^  Commanter  ff  his  Majajlft 
Ship  Clyde^  to  Evan  Nepeanf   Efq.  dated  at  Sea,  jbec^  13. 

Sir, 
I  BEG  you  will  pleafe  to  acquaint  the  Lords  CommiSonen  of  the 
Admiralty,  that  I  this  day  captured  the  French  privateer  brig  Suooefs, 
from  Bayonne,  out  fifteen  days,   having  captured  only  one  Americaa 
veiTcl.  I  have  the  honour  to  oe,  &c.  &c. 

CHARl.ES  CUNNINGHAM. 


■w 


From  the  LONDON  GAZETTE,  Dec.  %f>^  1797. 

Admiralty  Offi^y  Dec.  %^* 

(Jopy  of  a  Letter  from  Captain  Cunningham,  of  hi^Mi^eJfy^s  Ship  Cfyde,  ik 
Evan  Nepcan,  Efq.  dated  Canhfand Bay,  the  %ift  pf  Dccemher, 

Sir, 
I  BEG  you  will  pleafe  to  acquaint  tlie  Lords  Commiffioners  of  the 
Admiralty,  that  on  the  i  jth  inftant,  in  lat.  44  deg.  40  min.  long.  4  deg. 
I  fell  in  with  and  captured  La  Dorade,  a  fliip  privateer  from  Bourdeaux^ 
copper  (heathed,  pierced  for  18  guns,  having  la  guns  and  93  men  on 
board.  She  had  been  out  fifty  days,  cruifing  off  mt  Azores  ahd-BlaK 
dcira,  without  having  made  any  capture,  and  was  returning  to  her 
port.  I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Zee. 

CHARLES  CUNNINGHAM. 


^ 
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C^py  of  a  Letter  from  Captain  Cunn'm^htirn^  <^/'^"-f  Majefiy^s  Sbif  Clyde j  t9 
Evan  NipcaUy   Efij,  dated  in  CaiKjaml  Bay^  the  2  \fl  injtantm 

Sir, 
IT  is  with  peculiar  concern  I   relate  the  unhappy  cataftrophe  of  La 

Dorade,  capture'-!  hy  his  Mnjclly's  lliip  under  my  command. 

Having  nut  htr  uivlcr  the  care  of  a  vounjj  mm,  who  had  been  mafler 
of  ihe  Clyde  in{M\:  th^-.n  twelve  iiinn:h>,  and  of  whoft  abilities  I  felt  my- 
felf  conliilent,  1  rnniu)t  but  u:i;;ei  that,  probably  from  an  emulation  of 
exhibiiinj;  the  c.:jv-ibihrics  o"^  the  prize,  .uul  his  own  conduct,  in  an  advan- 
tageous point  (if  \'\K.\\\  hi-  was  indiiccd  to  c  irry  ion  great  a  prcfs  of  f.iil 
upon  her;  the  mclanihoiy  confcquence  of  which  was,  thnt  flie  upfct, 
and  himicll,  with  a  riildUnjiUi.tii  .u\d  frventeen  fcamcn,  were  drowned. 

1  have  the  h  uiour  to  be,  &l'. 

CHARLES  CUNNINGHAM, 


From  the  LONDON  GAZHTTF,  Dec.  30,  1797. 

Ci^h\' of  a  T.rf!cr  fro.'K  Cnftaiii  Rohnt  B.irlo-iv.   ilomjuandcr  of  hh  ^Ia]ffi\*i 
.V' •'/.  P'jhf^  to  K,  Ni/ii-arif  Ei'q.  d,.itcd  in  Ca'iK.j\uid  Bay,  tbc  zbth  inji. 

IM'  pl^afcd  to  inform  their  Lonhh:;>?,  that  on  the  21ft  indant^  at  ten 
A.  M.  l)ein;^  wiih  his  Maicf£}*5  fliip  ni-'wltrn:}  rommand  in  Lit.  48  de^. 
*\o  rnin.  north,  V^w-r^.  10  ilt-s;.  weir,  we  diUovered  one  of  the  enemy's 
frif^atef,  which  al)ont  nine  o'clock  the-  I'uuc  evening  we  had  the  good  for- 
tune  to  CO. re  uj)  with  and  capture,  aUer  an  action  which  laded  upwards 
*jf  twr;  hi'urs. 

To  account  to  tlicir  Lordfl.ip-,  ior  ils  continuing  fo  long,  it  will  be  iic- 
ccfljiv  totiou!)Ieihcni  wirh  fome  dctaiL 

The  dirttrence  in  point  ot  lailinj^  between  the  two  fljips  l")cing  very  in- 
conridcrable,  (he  dama'4t:d  our  malls,  fails,  and  rigging  very  much  wi:h 
her  iKrn-chafc  '^\\\\>^  and  at  the  moment  when  we  were  nearly  in  a  fitua- 
tiou  to  coniirtti^cc  our  attack,  the  put  in  ftays,  the  Phcebe  being  at  this 
time  under  a  crowd  of  I'ail  ;  ;ind  as,  from  the  darkncfs  of  the  night,  the 
eniniy's  difpofition  !br  i.ickino  C(^iild  not  be  dilcovered,  a  few  minutes 
weccilaiily  e'apled  befon.-  wc  could  tack  to  follow  her,  after  exchanging 
broiuilides  on  p^.ilin);^  This  n  and-uvre  incrcafed  our  diHance,  and  Tub- 
)Lrlf<l  us  a  fecond  ti:nc  to  the  'i\\'\:  of  Iv.*r  ilern-chafe,  with  which  they 
v.cic  hut  ti)0  luixttsfid  in  cutting  up  our  laiU  and  rigging*  At  length, 
:»'^out  ten  o'cN^ck,  v^e  "ot  tairlv  alontfule  c»f  her,  when,  after  a  hand- 
f(.me  refiuance  ot  three  (r.iiite.s  i)i  an  hour,  (lie  (Iruck. 

She  proves  to  b:  L^  Nuxi.lc,  <A  ;6  ;;uns,  viz.  26  twelve- pounders  oq 
her  mrin  deck,  ei^;!.:  fix  pounders  ^nd  two  thirty-two-poundercarroaadca 
on  the  (piarter-dcvk,  iivmncd  wi:h  330  men,  commanded  by  Captain 
Canon  ;  fi'ii^d  iroin  Roihioit  fit;ecn  days  before,  and  vidtualled  for 
four  months. 

It  is  with  the  h*.i;hc(l  fpti  faiftion  I  have  to  report  the  degree  of  ardour 
y^i^.  zcnl  manilelV.  d  by  ujy  oiHcers  and  fliip's  company  on  this  occaiion, 
»vhiv  h,  in  niy  judt;irient,  could  not  be  exceeded. 

From  my  full  LiLUtcnant,  Haliiday,  I  experienced  all  the  fupport 
which  1  with  conlidence  expected  from  {<i  gaUruU  and  ikilful  an  oliicer, 

4  whicb| 


^hicb,  amufft  the  diflicnities  to  be  contended  with  in  i  night  ftftiooy 
an  incalculable  advaiiragt ;  and  the  Lieufenants  Holland  and  Vmllan^ 
Lieutenant  Stewart  ot  the  marines,  and  Mr.  Cole,  tbe  mafter,  were  oe 
Icfs  zCkiYt  and  diftingnifhed  at  their  feveral  fhitions. 

Our  lofs,  in  killed  and  wounded,  is  i  feaman,  sr  marines,  killed;  $ 
feamen,  5  marines,  wounded ;  that  of  the  enemy  amounts  to  AO  men 
killed  and  55  men  wounded*  lam.  Sir,  &c. 

ROB.  BARLOW* 


Admiralty  Office^  Dee.  30. 


Cofy 


f  of  a  Letter  from  the  Earl  St,  Flncenty  K.  B.  C&mmemdtr  In  ChUftf 
his  Maje/Iy^i  Ships  and  Vejfels  on  the  Coaft  of  Portugal^  to  Evan  VepHti^ 
E/q.  dated  OH  board  the  PllU  de  PariSy  in  the  Tagus^  the  9/^6  of  Dec. 

Sir, 
I  ENCLOSE,  for  the  information  of  the  Lords  Commiffioners  of  the 
Admiralty,  a  letter  from  Captain  Sotherop,  of  his  Mnjefty's.  (hip  tbe 
l^tonn,  giving  an  account  of  his  liaving  taken  two  French  privateciH^ 
L'Aigie  and  L'Intreptde.  1  am,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

ST.  VINCENT. 

My  Lord,  Latotue^  in  the  Tagus^  Dh*  J. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  inform  your  LordAitp,  that  his  MajettylB 
fliip  Latona,  under  ^  my  command,  captured  on  tbe  iQth  ult.  inlat.j^ 
dcg.  24  min.  N.  long.  16  dcg.  W.  Lilbon  bearing  £•  by  S.  diflEOt  xoj 
leagues,  L'Aigie,  a  French  privateer  fchooaec,  beiongiog  to  Bourdeaux, 
pierced  for  14,  mounting  12  fmal I  carriage  guns,  with  62  men,  cooa» 
nn.anded  by  Fran.  Harimwrndy.  She  failed  from'  l^e  Paflkyei  near  Bqr* 
onne,  on  the  6ih  of  laft  month  ;  h&d  not  taken  any  thing. 

I  have  alio  the  plealure  to  inform  your  Lordfliip,  the  Latona  Gaptiued 
on  the  3d  inflant,  in  lat.  39ldeg.  45  min.  N.  long.  1 1  dee.  33  miii.  Vlf. 
Lilbon  bearing  E.  S.  E.  dif!ant  40  leagues,  L'lntrepide,  a  FieiMi)! 
corvette  brig,  fitted  out  from  Nantes  as  a  privateer,  pierced  for  18  goof» 
carried  12  fix-pounders,  two  eighteen-pound  carronadesj^  and  one  long 
brafs  twelve-pound  gun.  She  threw  ail  of  them  overboard  dariiig.the 
chafe,  except  the  brafs  gun,  and  one  iix-pounder,  which  flie  kept  if 
flern  chafers,  and  fired  without  effe^  until  we  got  nearly  atoagfidB  of 
her.  She  had  83  men  on  board,  was  command^  by  Monf.  Jean  Cka^ 
dean  ;  and  had  taken  only  a  galliot,  a  BremeDer,  fpom  faro,  bouiul  tm 
Liverpool,  laden  with  fruit. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  my  Lord,  &c*    * 
The  Earl  of  St.  rincenr,  Admiral  F.  SOTHERON* 

of  the  Bluey  tsfc.  , 

From  the  LONDON  GAZETTE,   Jan.  2^  1798; 
Parliament-Jireei^  Jan,  2»  ^ 

A  LETTER,  of  which  the  following  is  anextnd,  hail  6eeii  ncehnod 
from  Peter  Le  Mefurier,  Elq.  Governor  of  the  iflaud  of  Aldemey^  bf 
the  Right  Hon.  Henry  Dundas,  one  of  hi»  Majefty's:  pfincip«l. Secre- 
taries of  State,  dated  Aldemey,  the  25th  of  Dec.  1797. 

**  I  have  the  honour  of  informing  you,  that  yefterday  afternoon,  at  three 
o'clock,  a  French  cutter  privateer  had  the  boldoefs  to  chafe  the  Amfr 

cutter 


(  »♦  ) 

cutter  of  Haflings  clofc  under  one  of  our  b<ittcries,  which  flic  was  Jyft  on 
the  point  of  boarding  with  her  boat,  when  the  bailery  opened,  and 
obliged  the  French  to  lliccr  oft'. 

**  Having  obfcrvtrd  that  the  Englifti  vefTel  outfailcd  the  enemy  while 
there  was  u  breeze,  and  that  the  privateer  was  not  of  |»real  force,  1 
judged  it  probable  that  (lie  might  be  captured  by  the  troops  of  the  ^nr- 
rilon,  and  therefore  ordered  a  detachment,  with  an  oliiccry  to  cmbaik  in 
the  fume  vtHcl  that  had  been  chafed,  and  in  another  that  fortunately 
happ  ncd  t(^  be  in  the  road,  hiwing  previoiifly  offered  fome  gratuity  to 
thj  owners ;  and  in  a  few  hours  I  learned,  with  much  Lcisfa^tiony  that 
the  piivnteer  was  brought  into  our  harbour. 

"  ^hc  iwovis  to  heil)e  Kpervier,  Captain  Pierce,  with  24  men,  mounN 
ing  three  gunr,  two  fvvivcl:.,  and  fmall  arms,  belonging  to  Duukirk,  but 
lltt^xl  out  tri>in  Cherbnrgh,  on  a  fortnight's  crnifc  from  the  17th  ;n- 
ftant ;  had,  on  the  21ft,  taken  the  brig  Ann,  Lc  Iliircl,  mailer,  from 
Gafpv:  to  Jcrfcv,  with  fifli ;  and  ycfterday  morning  a  Imall  vtrffcl, 
boi'.nd  i'lnwi  hence  to  England,  both  which  captures  had  bceu  noiiccd 
from  this  illnjul. 

**  !  canror  too  much  praifc  the  readinefs  and  alacrity  fliown  by  Major 
Cordon,  the  olliiers  and  foldiers  of  the  garrifon,  in  the  execution  or  my 
orders  on  this  occafion  ;  tor  the  day  was  fo  far  f])cnt,  that  one  quar:cr 
of  an  hour's  d(*Iriy  migiu  have  fiuftrated  all  our  exertions;  but  1  am  in 
flr.ty  bnind  to  itiliry  my^^^^artii U'ar  obligations  to  Town-major  Haine  1, 
wlio  iohcited  tv)  be  employed,  and  inllantaneoufly  embarking,  ciiectcJ 
the  laptnre  without  any  lofs. 

"  J  am  further  happy  in  reporting,  that  our  battery  was  well  fcrvcd,  as 
out  of  thiee  ih'»t  firrd  within  reach,  one  palFed  through  the  encm)*i 
fails,  and  another  killed  a  man  on  board.'* 

yitlmiralty  Office^  Jan,  2. 

JExtra^  of  a  Letter  from  dipt  am  E,h:aril  Griffith,   Commamler  ef  his 
jMLjjtjh^s   S.ip  A'/^tT,  to  Ei'cin  Nrpca/if    £/([•' dated  at  Sfifhcad  t':< 

2b.' /j  ultiifio. 

YF.SrhRDAY,  the  "^tart  Point  bearing  north  about  fcven  leagues,  I 
raptured,  after  a  few  hours  chafe,  the  Delphinc,  a  French  privateer 
cutter,  pierced  for  10  gni'.s,  four  mounted,  and  38  men  on  board.  She 
iailed  fiom  St.  Malocs  fix  days  ago,  in  company  with  a  lugger  ;  had 
captured  the  A6i\»  brij^antinc,  ot  Jerfey,  and  had  been  beat  off  the 
night  before  we  fell  in  with  her  by  aii  Englifli  letter  of  marque. 

Copy  of  it  J.(ttcr  from  Cuptain  D.tvid  Lloyd^   Commander  of  his  Maiefiy's 
Sloop  ^  inna^aut^  to  Lvan  Kipi\i?iy  Efq*  dated  at  HuU^  the  ^Qth  mit. 

Sir, 
YOU  will  l)e  pleafed  t-}  inform  the  Right  Hon,  the  Lords  Commif- 
fioners  of  tlie  Adtnirai ty,  that  on  the  28th  indant,  the  Spurn  Point 
bearin-j  W.  N".  \\  .  dilhuit  four  leagues,  1  captured,  after  a  chafe  of 
fowr  houis,  tl.t  French  privateer  fchooncr  Lc  Viduire,  of  14.  cuns  and 
74  ir.(  n.  .she  hiid  been  out  ten  d.iys,  and  captured  two  colliers,  and 
was  in  puiluit  of  an  iinglifh  merchantman  when  L  firft  difcovered  her. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &'c.  &c.  &c. 

DAVID  LLOYD. 

From 


(  »s  ) 

From  the  LONDON  GAZETTE,  Jan.  9,    1798. 

Admiralty  Ojfice^  Jan»K^, 

Cnpy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Right  Hon.  Lord  Bridpvrt^  AT.  B.  Admlrml  of 
the  White ^  i£c,  f  Evan  Nepean^  Efq*  dated thi'^tb  infiamt. 

Sir, 
HEREWITH  you  will  receive  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Captain  New* 
mail,  of  his  Majefly's  fhip  Mermaid,  which  I  traofmit  for  their  Lord* 
fliips*  ioformation.  1  am,  &c. 

BRIDPORT.  ' 

My  Lord,  Mrrmaidf  at  Sea^  Jan.  !• 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acquaint  your  Lc>rd(hip,  that  yeilerday 
(Belleifle  bearing  £•  N.  E.  30  leagues)  I  fell  in  with  and  captured  L'A<i- 
venturc  letter  of  marque,  formerly  the  Onflow  Guineaman  of  Liverpool, 
mounting  10  four  and  two  eight  pounders,  and  had  on  board,  when 
captured,  190  men.  She  fail^  from  L'Orient  on  Thurfdav  laft,  ia 
company  with  two  other  privateers,  one  of  30  and  the  other  of  24  guns, 
and  had  not  captured  any  thing, 

I  have  the  honour  |o  b«,  &c. 

JAMES  NEWMAN. 

Right  Hon,  hard  Bridfort^  K.  Bm 


.« I 


From  the  LONDON  GAZETTE,   Jan.  13,    X798i 

Admiralty  Office^  Jam.  13. 

Copf  of  a  Letter  from  Sir  Richard  King^  Bart*  Commaader  in  CRtfofyti 
Ma]ejly*s  Ships  and  Fejels  at  Plymouth^  to  EvoM  Neptan^  Eff.  Jaiei 
Cambridge^  in  Hamoaze^  the  lib  of  January. 

Sir, 
YOU  will  be  pleafed  to  acquaint  their  Lordfliips,  that  his  Majefty't 
hired  cutter  Stag  arrived  this  day  with  La  Zelie,  French  lugger  piiv 
vateer,  carrying  four  guns  and  47  men,  which  flie  captnred  the  stbia* 

flaat  off  the  Start. 

R.  KIN& 
Admiralty  Office^  Jan.  13. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Admiral  Peyton^  Commander  in  Chief  of  his  Bik» 
jeflys  Ships  and  VeJJels  in  the  Do^wns^  to  Evan  Nepean^  Efq*  dated  ok 
hoard  the  Overyffel^  tin  12  th  of  January. 

Sir, 
I  HEREWITH  fond  you  enclofed  a  letter  I  have  this  day  received 
from  Captain  Lloyd  of  his  Majefty's  floop  Racoon,  of  this  d^e,  fiatkie 
his  having  captured  Le  Policrate  French  privateer  cutter,   carryiiig  xo  * 
guns  and  72  men,  yefterday  morning  off  Beact^  Head,  which  letter 
you  will  be  pleafed  to  lay  before  their  Lordfliips. 

J.  PEYTON. 

Sir,  Racoonf  in  thi  Downs^  Jofu  \%* 

I  BEG  leave  to  acquaint  you,  that  yefterday  momiog  at  feven  A.  M« 
Beachy  Head  bearing  north^eaft^  difbnt  about  fevea  leagueS|  I  difco^ 
Vol.  VIL  D  •  vercdr 


(    afi    ) 

vered  a  cutter  in  the  fouth-eafl.  I  immediately  made  all  fail  in  chafe,  and 
after  a  running  fire  of  two  houi-s,  within  mulket-flior,  camt  up  wiih  and 
captured  Le  Policrace  French  privateer,  carrying  72  irien,  and  mounting 
z6  guns,  five  of  which  were  thrown  oveiboaid  during  che  chafe.  She 
is  an  entire  new  vcird,  copper-bottomed,  completely  fitted  for  three 
months  and  bound  to  the  Weft  Indies;  failed  from  Dunkirk  on  Tiielday 
laft,  and  had  not  taVen  any  thing.  It  is  a  matter  of  much  concern  for  mc 
to  add,  that  in  confccjucnce  of  my  being  under  the  neceffity  of  carr\'ing  a 
very  heavy  prcfs  of  iai),  my  deck  (the  chafe  being  on  the  lee  bow)  wa« 
expoled  to  a  very  heavy  fire  of  mufketr}*  and  grape-(hot  from  his  ftcm 
chafe  guns,  by  which  Mr.  George  Kenp.edy,  the  matter,  was  killed,  in 
whom  the  fervice  has  loft  a  moli  experienced  feaman  and  a  gallant  of- 
ficer:  four  feamen  were  wounded ;  two  feverely* 

ROB.  LLOYD. 
Admiral  Pejton^  (sfc.  bfc»  Dawfu. 


From  the  LONDON  GAZETTE,   Jan.  16,    1798. 

Admiralty  Office ^  Jan*  x6. 

Ce^  of  a  Letter  from  Cattain  Reynolds^  Commander  of  hit  Majrjiys  S^?ip 
'La  Pomonr^  to  Evan  Nfpean^  Ej'q*  dated  Plymouth  SounJ^  the  la^h 
of  January. 

I  BEG  to  acquaint  vou,  for  the  information  of  my  Lords  Commif- 
fioners  of  the  Admiralty,  that  in  the  night  of  the  26th  ult.  I  loft  com- 
pany with  the  Phcebe^  in  a  x-ery  heavy  gale  of  wind  at  W.  S.  W.  which 
came  on  the  Uth,  and  continued  blowing  ftrong,  without  intermiffion, 
until  the  24th  ;  and  though  the  violence  of  the  gale  then  abated,  fiill  ic 
blew  from  the  weft  ;  that  with  every  poflible  exertion  we  were  unable  to 
get  fiarther  to  the  weftward  than  29  degrees  of  longitude  before  the  3 ill 
lilt,  the  day  on  which  my  limited  time  for  cruifing  on  the  ground  pre- 
fer ibed  by  their  Lordfliips  expired. 

On  the  firft  inftant  I  edged  away  to  the  eaftward,  and  on  the  (th,  at 
eleven  o*ciock  in  the  night,  Ufhant  bearing  N.  6;  deg.  E.  94  leagues, 
croiTed  a  large  (hip,  ftanding  under  caly  fail  to  the  N.  W.  I  inflantly 
gave  chai'e,  and  loon  got  dole  alongfi'de  of  her  ;  for  it  being  thick 
hazy  weather,  flie  was  deceived  in  <  ur  ftrength,  and  (lirunk  not  from 
the  a^Flioii,  but  had  the  temerity  to  exchange  Teveral  broadfides  with  ui 
before  ftie  called  out  for  quaitcr;  in  which  wc  had  one  man  killed  and 
four  wounded,  and  our  mafts  and  rigging  confiderably  damaged.  Hav- 
ing (hifred  the  prifoneis,  and  our  carpenter  plugged  up  eight  fliot-holcs 
fhe  had  received  between  wind  and  water,  wc  were  about  to  take  her  in 
tow  (for  her  mizenmaft  wns  (liot  away,  and  flie  was  utterly  diiabled  to 
cirry  any  fail),  when  the  officer  on  board  hailed  us,  and  faid  (he  was 
(inking.  I  lent  all  our  boats  to  her  affiftance  immediately,  and  findiii|g 
no  efforts  could  fnve  her,  had  but  juft  time  to  draw  our  men  and  their 
wounded  from  her,  when  ftie  funk  alongdde  of  us.  She  proved  to  be 
the  Cheri,  from  Nantz,  carrying  twenty-fix  long  twelves,  eighteen 
and  twenty  four  pounders  ^ixedi  upon  her  main  deck*  and  ^30  men, 
conr-manded  by  Monf.  Chailin  ;  had  been  out  fourteen  days,  and  taken 
nothing:  (he  had  1%  men  killed,  and  as  wounded ;  amons  the  latter 
tvns  the  g  illant  Captain,  who,  with  two  others,  died  of  tSeir  woiindt 
t/iC  next  day. 


(    «7    ) 

On  Thurfdny  evening  the  Eddyttonc  bearing  N.  E.  twelve  leagnet,  I 
captured  a  little  privateer,  from  Ryfco,  called  the  Empniot  Foue ;  had 
onlv  two  fmall  carriage-guns,  Hx  i*wivelS|  and  2 J  men  on  board ;  (he 
bad  been  niu  but  one  day,  and  had  taken  nothing. 

Our  nnitn-inad  and  fore*ma(l  being  wounded,   and  bodi  of  them 
fiihed,  and  much  ot  the  (landing  rigging-fo  injured  that  it  »  neceilanr 
to  replace  it,  I  thought  it  would  be  expediting  the  lenriof  to  fteer  di*  - 
Tc£t\y  for  this  port,  indead  of  Falmouth ;  and  I  hope  m/  haring  done 
fo  will  meet  their  Lord(hips'  approbation. 

jiJmiralty  OJfke^  Jmn»  i6« 

Cofi  of  a  Letter  from  the  HonourahU  Capiain  St^pforJy  of  bit  Mmj^^g 
Ship  Phaeton y  to  the  Right  HonomraiU  Mmiral  jLorJ  Brtsfptrtf  dsttdmi 
Stay  the  ^\Ji  of  December  I  y(^y, 

Mv  Lord, 
I  HAVE  the  honour  to  inform  yourLonUhip^  that  on  the  agth  in* 
ilant  his  Mnje(ly*s  (liip  under  my  command  oaptured  a  French  brig  pri* 
vateer  of  14  (ix- pounders,  called  L'Hazard,  and  alio  a  Spaoifli  mer* 
chinr-vcirel  from  Nantes  bound  to  St.  ScbaftiaOf  hden  wi^  fundry  ar« 
ricles  of  mcrchandile. 

The  former  (by  whom*  I  fend  this  letter)  failed  from  La  Roehelle 
twenry.four  hours  before  her  capture,  and  was  proceeding  an  a  CniHc 
CO  the  fouthward ;  the  latter  being  fmaU,  and  of  little  ralue,  I  de« 
ftroycd. 

The  Anfon  parted  company  the  fafne  night,  in  chafe  of  a  fhip  that 
had  the  appearance  of  a  corvette,  and  I  have  n6t  feen  her  fince. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

ROB.  STOPFORD. 

JiJmiralty  Office^  Jan.  i6. 

ExtraH  of  another  Letter  from  the  Hon.  Catiain  ^offorA^  of  hit  Mafefly'f 
Ship  Pi^aeton,  to  the  Right  HonourahU  Aimiral  Lni  Briifort^  dated  tm 
Sea^  the  3//  of  Janu  iry. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  inform  your  Lordfhip,  that  his  Majefty's  (hip  . 
under  my  command  this  day  recaptured  an  Englifh  merchant-(hipi called 
the  Arthur  Ho^ve,  belonging  to  Dartmouth.     She  was  on  her  paflage 
from  St.  IJbe's,  boimd  to  Waterford,  and  was  captured  on  the  31(1  UIC* 
by  two  French  privatccn. 


From  the  LONDON  GAZETTE,  Jan.ao,  1798. 

Admiralty  Office^  Jan.  30. 

Copy  ofn  Letter  from  Captain  Sir  E.  Pellr^^  Commander  of  bit  M^fif$ 
Ship  Indefatiiahle^  to  Ez'an  Nepean^  Efq^  dated  at  Sea^   luh  ef  jam. 

Sir, 
I  HAVE  t!ir  pleafurc  to  inform  you,  that  I  have  captured  this  day, 
•n  coni])r.My  witli  rh»?  Cambiian  nnd  ChiWcrs,  a  French  fch'wncr  priva- 
teer. La  Vcn,';'j!r,  of  12  gun^  and  72  men,  quite  new,  riijht  days  froA 
Odend,  Withooc  havioj^  made  any  prizes,  and  have  fen^  her  to  Fal* 
mouth.  I  have  the  honour  to  be.  8cc. 

E.  PELtEW. 
D  %  Admiralti 


(    »8.  ) 

Admiralty  Office^  Jan.  so. 

Copy  of  a  Litter  from  Sir  E.  Pellrw^  C^mmamder  rfhu  MtuefifU  Ship  /•• 
tie/a tigabU^  to  Evan  N/fiean^  Efq.  dated  ai  Sea^  the  ittbiafimnt^ 

Sir, 
I  HAVE  the  honour  to  inform  you,  that  this  evenioe,  after  a  chafa 
of  four  hours,  the  fquadron  in  company,  I  had  the  pleafure  to  capture 
L*Inconceivable  privateer  from  Dunkirk,  out  ten  days,  taken  nothing, 
armed  with  eight  guns,  and  manned  with  55  men. 

I  have  the  honour  :o  be,  &c. 

E.  PELLEW. 


From  the  LONDON  GAZETTE,  Jan.  23,  xygg. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Right  Hon,  Lord  Bridport^  K.  B,  io  Bvan 

Ncpean^  Efq»  dated  the  20th  injlant^ 

Sir, 
YOU  will  herewith  receive  copies  of  two  letters  from  Capt.  Durham, 
of  his  Majefly's  iLip  Anfon,  and  a  copy  of  one  from  the  Hon.  Cape* 
Stopfbrd,  of  his   \iajeAy's  (liip  Phaeton,  which  I  tranfmit  for  their 
Lordihips'  information.  I  am.  Sir,  fcc.  &c.  &c. 

BRIDPC»T. 

My  Lord,  Anforty  Ca*wfand  Bmy^  yon.  17. 

I  BEG  leave  to  acquaint  your  Lordfiiip,  that  in  the  paflage  to  England 
I  have  retaken  the  Harmony  galliot  from  St.  Ube's  bound  to  London ; 
atfo  the  Active  of  Baltimore,  American  fliip,  with  a  valuable  cargo ; 
and  the  George  Randulph,  (inder  Danifli  colours  :  the  latter  being  a 
neutral  vefTel,  and  not  fufpicious,  after  taking  out  the  prifoners,  1  per- 
mitted the  mailer  to  proceed  on  his  voyage. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 
Tift  Hi.  Hon.  Adm.  Urd  Bridport^  P.  C.  DURHAM, 

tsfc.  igc.  ^c. 

■ 

My  Lord,  Phaeton,  tit  Sea^Jan.  n, 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  inform  your  Lordfliip,  that  his  Majeft  v's  (hips 
Anfon  and  Mennaid  joined  mc  on  the  night  of  ihe  jth  inft'anti  the 
former  having  captured  the  French  frigate  the  Daphne,  on  the  nigbi  of 
the  29th  of  December;  for  the  particulars  of  which  I  refer  your  Lord*. 
ihijp  to  Captain  Durham's  letter,  herewith  enclofcd. 

This  capture  gives  me  much  fatisfa^ion,  as  tlie  Daphne  was  the  only 
Britifli  frigate  in  the  poflellion  of  the  enemy. 

The  alacrity  with  which  (he  was  difcovered,  chafed  and  taken  poT- 
fcflion  of,  u|X3n  a  lee  fliore,  on  the  coaft  of  AraUbnt  reflet  (in  nq 
opinion)  much  credit  upon  Captain  Durham. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  &c  &c. 
The  Right  Hon,  Lord  Bridport^  K.  B.  ROB.  STOPFORD. 

iS^c.  isfc.  isfc. 

Sir,  Anfon^  mi  Sea^  J''«'«*4- 

IK  confequence  of  your  fignal  on  the  evening  of  the  agth  of  Dc- 
cember,  for  having  difcovered  an  enemy  on  the  S.  W.  Itecring  to  the 

£.S.L 


(mi 

£.  S.  E.  wkkthe  AnftfAi  Ml  |UM|l  %MkMk  «ir«««e  nig^t 
the  moment  it  was  dark  I  bore  np^  aod  fteqred  the  coune  I  tbougbt 
nioft  advifible  to  cut  rftlie^iwni^,  Mklttf^SMeh'pkafiffe  in  lafcrai* 
ing  yo«  thar  1  bad  the  gotfd  MMte«  «tfc  i^MJli  I*  dQt^ 
having  09ccbip«d  a  few  Oot,  flie  flnickv  and  provad  to  ba  cbe  laiiaMi 

log  30  gunSf  «nd  baving  oit  Doaffd  ^76  tomn  aBMNig«bqi»a»  JH  |H^ 
feog^  oi  various  defcrmtioiit»  taro  chrii  oommMnnm  (Jaigoafta  and 
1^  Carze )  charged  wkb  mfoaidwtibr  Giiadaloupa»  wliicb  wara'thiMha 
overbbard.    The  Daphne  M  fire  mma  lulled  aod  iereralwoiiiidad»    I 


feel  much  indebted  to  the  eiertioiit  of  my  oftocn  and  ffluo's  ckanaaMr. 

lam,  to.  CF.  DUaftAMU 

Majefty^s  S^jfp  Pbmitmu 


_  X 

From  the  LONDON  GAZETTE,  Jan.  t;^   179^ 


*.    *  " 


C^fy  9fm  Leiltrffm  Caftmt^  Qrdmm  Mmtt  CmtmmtJer  ffbU  MUMm 
Ship  Mtlampui^  f  E/vmm  Nipi^h  Sfy.imUit  Am^  ^  i^pjfU    .^ 

Sir,  ''*'!' 

I  HAVE  to  acQuaint  voQ  for  tha  iofbrmatioQ  of  thdr  Lofdtt^  flM 

thif  day  at  0000  Kii  »Jije«y^  «P^  ^^^y^  •^'^  ?^''«fe  9»y* 
La  Belliqueuz,  a  Freoch  corretlab  ooar  atted u  a  pnrataaia  miagaya 


from  St«  Maloct,  pierced  ibf  aofuWf.aMWNiM  lii|aWttff|NWMOaaMl 

fbor  carnmadet,  and  sao  nwD.    On  dtt  itth  loiaiil  fhaaajplifMI  JML* 

Majefty'i  packet  Frioce  Eroeft,  franXortolai  b«i  I  an  bapif*  •»  adjfp 


that  the  Captaio  and  all  but  fimr  of  tha  padsat^  crtfvr  wcra  miliar  i  6'' 
La  Belliqucux.  I  ami  Ice. 

GRAHAM  MOORE. 

C9p>f  ffm  Letter  from  Admiral  Tejim^  Cmmmubr  iB  Omtfffhk  Htj^t . 
Ship$  amdreUeU  im  fife  D#fMif,  la  £<Mi  Tfepeem^  X/f.  Med  m  ktirdt^ 
the  OvetyHe^  the  zyd  imfimnt.  \  .%  ^ 

Sir,  *      .  -'v.::    ! 

I  HtJlEWITH  enclofe^  for  their  Lordftbaf  Mbrroacioil,  a  Mtef  * 
which  I  have  juft  received  from  Captain  Uoyd,  of  hit  Maje^^i  %mp 
E^Kxion,   giving  an  account  of  hit  bating  cqiturird  La  mfla'Atnca ' 
Ichooncr  privateer,  that  leit  Dieppe  on  Sunday  bdl^  bat  hadnoittki»j 
wy^mg.  lam^lce.  _      . 

josspH  Piiruii. 

otr,  MM€9m9f  ^Nwrr  JsanH^  jRam  '«p 

I  B£G  leave  to  acquaint  jOBf  that  yato  day  ac  ai|te  A.  M»  Beanf  ' 
Head  bearing  N.  E.  by  E.  diOant  aboot  tbma  or  four  leagQei,  I  lUI  a 
with  and  captured  La  Penf<6e  French  fcboooar  pritaiaer,  monntjmttw^^ 
four-pounders  and  ninefwiveli,  and  canyinj;  3a  man  |  fiuledonSnndaf  ' 
lall  from  Dieppe,  and  liad  not  taken  any  tbm^  ___  ' 

I  have^  9k.  ROB.  LLOTDt  * 

J^fifk  Pfyion^  E{p  Admired  efih  Bbm^  .  '' 

FlOBI 


(  s#  ) 

From  tHc  LONDON  GAZETTE,  Jm.  30,    179S. 

Admtraky  Offiet^  JoiU  30^ 

C^py  •/  a   Letter  from   Rear^aiimiral    Hdrvey^    Ceietmrntiir    m   CLlef 
of  bis  Majfjlys  Shifi  itnd  Vejfeli  at  the  hermard  .jAutilr,   to  Bfomm 
Nepean^  Efy.  dated  Prince  efW'ales^  CarV^fle  Bay^  Barksdnitf  tic  l^th 
pf  December  1797. 

Sir, 
1  HAVE  to  acquaint  you,  for  the  information  of  their  Lordfiiips,  thit 
Captain  Wcftci  n,  in  his  Majcrty's  (hip  Tarricr,  has  captured  the  under- 
mentioned  French  privateeis  belonging  to  Guadaloupe,  aod  fcnt  cbcm 
into  this  bay.     The  fird  was  taken  on  the  4th  inllanr,  the  laCier  the  7th, 
a  few  leagues  Xo  the  windward  of  Barbadoes. 
Le  Dragon  ilhooner,  of  12  guns  and  80  men". 
Le  Dix-huil  de  Fru<fticlor  floop,  of  10  guns  and  75  men- 
Thefe  vefTels  are  very  fall  failcrs,  and  were  well  equipped*  .".The 
fornner  had  taken  an  American  brig,    ^-hich   was  recapture^  fy  ^^^ 
Tamer :  the  latter  had  been  out  Hvc  days,  and  taken  nothing. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

HEN.  HARVEY. 

C»fy  of  a  Letter  from  Admiral  Sir  Richard  King^  Bart.  Cemmmmder  :\ 
Chief  of  his  Majcftys  Ships  and  Vtjfels  at  Plymouth^  to  E^eem  Nefnu^ 
£jq,  dated  on  board  the  Cambridge^  in  Hamoazc^  tbo  %(uh  mfymmmary. 

Sir, 
I  HEREWITH  tranfmif,   for  their  Lord fiiips*  information,  a  letter 
from  Lieutenant  Burdwood,  commanding  his  Majefty's  hired  cutter  the 
Penelope,  acquainting  me  of  his  having  captured  La  Venturer  French 
cutter  privateer,  with  which  he  arrived  this  day* 

I  am,  &c.  R.  KING. 

Sir,  Penelope  Cutter^  Jan*  t6. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acquaint  you,  that  on  Wednefday  the  t4lh 
inilant,  the  Start  bearing  N.  N.  W.  ten  leagues,  I  captured  the  French 
cutter  La  Venturer,  mounting  two  three -pounders,  fix  fwivets,  and 
fmall  arms,  pierced  for  eight  guns,  carrying  33  men  ;  three  days  froan 
Pleinpoul,  not  having  made  any  captures. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 
Admiral  Sir  Richard  King,  Bart.  DAK  lEL  BURDWOOD. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  f re?*:  Captain  Mjore,  of  lis  Majefifs  Ship  Melampus^  t§ 
Evan  J^€peafi^  lif^,  *\.ittd  in  Ca-'jifand  May^  the  %ftb  of  Jamumy. 

Sir, 

YOU  will  plcafeto  inform  my  Lords  Commiiiionersof  the  Admiralty, 
that  on  the  ajd  inilant,  in  latitude  50  deg.  north,  longitude  \%  deg. 
wcfl,  after  a  cioic  but  fliort  action,  we  captured  La  Volage,  a  French 
iliip  corvette,  lent  to  the  merchants,  mounting  ao  nine^ponnders  and 
two  eighteen-poniulers,  and  195  men,  commanded  by  Citizen  Defage- 
neaux.  Captain  of  n  tr  gate. 

I  am  forry  to  fay,  that  two  of  the  Melampu&'s  feamen  were. mortally 
wounded,  and  arc  iiMcc  dead,  and  three  more  dahgeroufiy  wounded. 
The  enemy  had  four  killed  and  eight  wounded. 

The 


(    3*    ) 

The  offi^^ri.tnd  (hip'tcoiitpan]jr  of  fau  Majefijr^  fliip  under  my  com- 

mand  behaved  pcffetflly  to  my  facisfa^ion. 

La  Voiage  was  three  wtek»  from  Nants,  fitted  for  a  three  months 
cruifcy  but  h^d  only-cakeo  an  American  Aiip,  and  deftroyed  an  Englifli 
brie  fvorp  B^lfiaft  bo.und  xo  Lilbon  with  coals. 

''The  Captain  and: ail  (he'pffic«rt  of  L^i  Volage  are  navy  officers,  with  a 
c6ng6  for  three  months*  1  am,  &c. 

GRAHAM  MOORE. 

Ctf^  of  a  Iletter  from  Aamira]  Karl  St.  J^'incef'ty  Commander  in  Chief  of 
Int  Majcjlfi  Ship*  and  ytjfcls  at  Lifion^  to  Kvan  tiefean^  K/q*  dattd 
TlUe  de  Paris ^  in  the  Ta^us^  January  lO. 

I  ENCLOSE,  for  the  information  of  my  Lords  Commiifiooers  of  the 
Admiralry,  ietters  I  have  received  from  the  Captains  of  his  Majefly*s 
fhips  L'AieIc,  Blanche,  and  Mercury,  and  Speedy  (loop,  acquanting 
me  with  the  captures  they  had  lately  made:  three  of  thofe  taken  by 
L'Aigle  (the  fourth  bein^  retained  as  a  tender),  Le  Bayonnois,  t^ken  by 
the  Blanche,  and  Le  Benjamin,  by  the  Mercury,  are  late  arrived  in  this 
riv«r. 

I  am,  &c.  ST.  VINCENT. 

ExfraB  of  a  Letter  from  Captain  Tyler^  of  his  Majefys  Ship  VJi^le^  to 
Admiral  Earl  St.Vimunty  dated  off  Cafe  Finijlerre,  Dec,  28,  1797. 

ON  the  26th  inllant  I  chafed  into  the  bay  of  Corunna  three  veffcls, 
and  captured  them,  the  Aurora  in  company.  I  left  her  in  charge  of 
the  prizes,  while  I  chafed  a  fufpicious  fad  to  the  weftward.  This  morn« 
ing  I  fell  in  with  two  of  the  prizes  ;  the  third,  a  brig  laden  with  timber, 
unfortunately  overfet  this  morning,  while  I  was  in  chafe  of  them  ; 
however,  the  men  were  faved ;  the  other  two  have  hemp,  coals,  and 
nails.  On  the  30th  of  Jaft  month  I  captured  a  French  privateer  of  four 
guns  and  52  men  ;  (he  had  taken  three  Engliih  merchant-fliips,  and  fent 
one  into  Lach  Bay.  I  fent  Mr.  Tritton,  the  mafter,  and  20  men  to  cut 
her  out.  The  fame  evening  he  captured  a  Spaniard,  laden  with  far* 
dinias,  and  fent  her  for  Liibon. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Cmptain  Hotham^  Commdnder  of  his  Majefty^s  Ship 
Blanche^  to  Admiral  Earl  St.  Fineeni^  K.  B.  ^c.  isfc.  t^c.  dated  Mt  Sem^ 
December  28,   1797. 

IN  execution  of  your  Lorddiip's  orders  of  the  28th  of  November,  yeA 
terday,  being  in  latitude  40  dcg.  59  min.  N.  and  longitude  12  deg.  ^9 
min.  W.  I  have  the  honour  to  infonn  your  Lordfhip,  I  fell  in  with  and 
captured  (after  fixteen  hours  chafe)  Le  Bayonnois  French  privateer  brig 
of  fix  guns  and  40  men,  31  days  out  from  Bayonne,  and  had  taken  no* 
things    Her  guns  were  thrown  overboard  in  the  chafe. 

HENRY  HOTHAM. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Captain  Rogers^  of  bis  Mit}efy*s  Ship  Mereury^  /# 
Admiral  Earl  St,  Fincentf  K»  B.  l^c.  Qc.  (sfc»  dated  at  Sea^  Jan,  6. 

I  BEG  to  acquaint  you,  that  yefterday  proceeding  to  cruife  in  obedi* 
cnce  to  your  orders,  I  fell  in  with,  twenty  leagues  W.  N.  W.  of  the  rock 
Mi  Liibon,  Le  Benjamin  French  ihip  privateer,  belonging  to  Bourdeaux, 

pierced 
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pif recti  for  20  guns,  but  mounting  i6  four  aod  fix  ponnden  (loof 
which  lie  threw  overboard)  and  13s  men,  which  I  captured  after  a  chafe 
of  36  liours ;  the  Alciiiency  Uvely,  and  Thalia,  under  the  orden  of 
Captain  Hope,  joined  company  during  the  chafe.  The  privateer  iaiis 
extremely  well,  and  is  a  very  defirable  (hip  for  his  Majefty'i  iervicc ; 
ibe  is  copper-bottomed  and  perfectly  new,  this  being  her  firft  cruife, 
during  which  fhe  captured  the  Governor  Bruce  Englidi  brig,  from  Briftol 
bound  to  Faro ;  a  I'ortUj^ucfe  fchooner ;  and  was  beat  otf  by  an  £Dgli(h 
letter  of  marque.  I  have,  &c. 

THOMAS  ROGERS. 

Cop^  of  a  Letter  from  Captain  Dotunman^  CommanAer  of  Ins  Mmjtfiyi 
Sloef  Spictiy-y  to  Admiral  Earl  St.  FlnLint^  K*B,  ts^c.  (^c»  fs^c,  daifJof 
Oporto^  Decemitr  %bj   '797« 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  inform  you,  that  on  the  21ft  inftant,  fevca 
kugucs  weil  of  the  Bayonna  illands,  his  Majefty*s  (loop  Speedy  fell  in 
with  three  2:ipanifh  privateers,  and  after  a  chafe  of  four  hours,  captured 
the  Pilgrim,  a  lugger,  mounting  three  carriage-guns  «ind  22  men.  The 
other  two,  a  higger  mounting  lix  nine-pounders  and  50  men,  and  a 
ichuooer  mounting  four  lix-pounders  and  45  men,  made  their  efape 
into  Vigo.  Ihave,  &c. 

HUGH  DOWNMAN. 


From  the  LONDON  GAZETTE,  Feb.  6,  1798. 

Admlrtdty  Office^  Feh.  6. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Admiral  the  Earl  St.  Fincent^  Commam^or  im  Chief 
4ffbis  Mivejiy*s  Ship%  ami  I'ejfels  employed  on  the  Coafi  of  Portugal^  to 
Il'van  Nepcaftj  Efq,  dated  on  board  the  FilU  ek  Paris^  im  tbe  Taj^ms,  the 
aoth  of  January m 

Sir, 
I  ENCLOSE  letters  from  the  Captains  of  L*Aigle,  Alcmene,  and 
Mercury,  S|>ecdy  and  King*s  FiHier  (loops,  reciting  the  captures  of 
Freiirh  aticl  SpaniHi  privateers  made  by  the  (hips  and  (loops  under  their 
commriruls.  The  judgment  dilpl.-iycd  by  Captain  Pierrepont,  joined  to 
bis  fpirircd  cnndu^>,  and  that  of  the  officers  and  crew  of  his  M<ijeftj's 
Hoop  Kin)^*s  Fiflier,  in  the  aiVtioi^  with  the  Betfey,  does  credit  to  ihem 
and  honour  to  his  Ma  jelly's  arms  ;  and  the  activity  of  all  the  cruifers 
uiuler  my  command  is  worthy  of  commendation. 

1  am,  &c.  ST.  VINCENT. 

My  Lord,  VAigle^  at  Sea^  yam.  j. 

]  HAVE  the  honour  to  inform  your  Lordfhip,  on  the  4th  inftant, 
off  the  coall  of  Corunna,  I  chafed  and  captured  a  French  privateer  fliip 
of  10  guns  and  90  men  ;  been  out  eight  days  firom  L*Orient }  flic  is  cop- 
pered, and  a  faJi  failer,  not  made  any  captures. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be,  Zee. 
Earl  St.  Fineent.  CHA.  TYLER. 

My  I  oril,  AlcMtne^  at  Sut^  Jan.  9. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  of  informing  your  Lordihip,  that  the  Buona- 
parte French  privateer,  carrying  two  guns,  fome  fivivek,  and  40  men, 

was 
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was  laft  evening  chafed  by  the  fquadron  under  my  command,  and  cap- 
tured, after  a  few  hours  chafe,  by  his  Majcfty's  (hip  Lively ;  flic  has 
been  one  nine  days  from  Cadiz,  without  faking  any  thing. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 
Earl  St.  rinccnu  GEO.  HOPE. 

My  Lord,  Hh  Majejly^i  Ship  Mercury,  at  Sea^  Jan.  i  j, 

T  HAD  the  honour  to  acquaint  you,  in  my  letter  of  the  6th  inftant, 
of  having  captured  Vjt  Benjamin  French  fliip  privateer  belonging  to 
Bourdeaux.  I  hive  now  the  fatisfnc^ion  to  inform  your  Lord  (hip,  that 
this  morninr,  Cape  Finifterre  bearing  ea(l  half  north  40  leagues,  we 
difcoveicd  two  fail  to  leeward,  and,  upon  chafing  them,  foon  found 
they  were  armed  vr (Tcls.  They  continued  together  until  the  Mercury 
came  ahnoft  within  gun-fliot  of  the  fternmoli,  intending,  as  I  fup- 
jwfcd,  to  fiipport  cr.ch  other;  but  upon  W\\\^  '^lt>r.  i.-^nid,  thf y  (l-cered 
different  courl'es,  and  I  wns  (.:i:^./:  -r.  'c  c^-:7i(;  up  \\\\\\  o:i*y  '..:;:  of  llicm, 
:iftcr  a  chafe  of  cigh*^  ^i...  ,  .'.  ao  hred  a  few  (hot,  and  ftrutk  his  co- 
lours. She  prov  c.  jj  Les  Trois  Sceurs,  French  brig  privateer  be- 
lor»ging  to  '^.  ;  .  ..c,  pierced  for  x8  guns,  but  mounting  16  fix-pound- 
ers, and  men,  copper-hoffotr.'^J,  fails  remarkably  well,  and  only 
five  daw  jut  of  port,  on  her  firft  cruife. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 
Earl  St.  Finccnt.  THO.  ROGERS. 

My  Lord,  King's  Ftjlcry  Tagus^  Jan.  la. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acquaint  your  Lordfhip,  that  on  the  morning 
of  the  8th  inftant,  the  Burlir.p  bearing  eaft,  diftant  about  fifty  leagues, 
at  daylight  wc  difcovered  a  fliip  on  our  weather  quarter,  and  foon  after 
perceived  her  to  bear  up  and  (land  towards  us  ;  at  nine  wc  tacked,  and 
at  half  pait  (lie  huil^ed  French  colours,  and  began  firing,  which  we  re- 
turned as  we  paficd  on  different  tacks,  but  at  too  great  a  diftance  to  do 
much  execution  j  (he  then  wore :  finding  we  could  not  weather  her  as  I 
wiflied,  we  fliortencd  fail  for  her  to  get  abrea(l  of  us,  when  wc  began 
to  engage,  and  continued  for  an  hour  and  a  quarter.  Falling  little 
wind,  and  our  jib-lioom  being  carried  away,  flic  fliot  ahead  of  us,  and 
endeavoured  to  make  off,  crowding  all  fail,  and  firing  her  flcm-cha&rs* 
Having  got  out  another  jib-boom,  and  the  wind  freflicning,  at  one 
P.  M.  we  were  enabled  to  renew  the  aflion,  which  was  continued  for 
half  an  hour,  when  flie  ftruck.  She  is  called  La  Betfey,  a  fliip  pri* 
vateer,  fitted  out  at  Bourdeaux,  copper-bottomed,  pierced  for  20  guns, 
but  mounting/  only  16  fix-pounders,  and  had  on  board  118  men,  one  of 
whom  WHS  killed  ;  the  firft  and  fecond Captain  and  fix  feamen  wounded  ; 
the  fecond  Captain  and  three  feamen  fince  dead  of  their  wounds.  She 
had  been  out  15  days,  but  made  no  captures. 

The  dania<^cs  fuftained  by  the  King's  Fiflier  in  hull,  fails,  and  rig- 
ging, are  trifling,  and  I  am  happy  to  add  that  one  man  only  is  flightly 
wounded. 

I  beg  to  exprcfs  my  entire  approbation  of  the  fleadinefs  and  good  con- 
duft  of  the  ofliccrs  and  fhip*s  company  during  the  adtion. 

And  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 
Earl  St.  Fincent.  CH.  H.  PIERREPONT* 


Vol.  VIL  £  GjJ; 
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Ccf-i  <*f  another  Ltlffr  from  Admiral  the  Earl  of  Si.  FiMcett  ia  Evan 
Nipt-nriy  Ef'q,  dattd  on  hoard  hii  Majejlyi  Ship  faille  di  Paris^  in  the 
River  lii^us^  the  20th  o/Jaxuarj. 

Sir, 
I  ENCLOSE  a  letter  I  have  received  from  Captain  Williams,  com- 
mander of  his  Majcfty's  ftore-iliip  the  Gorgon,  whofe  judgment,  in  bear- 
ing away  for  Lifbon  upon  the  intelligence  he  had  obtained,  meets  my  lull 
approbation ;  and  you  will  acquaint  the  Lords  Commifiioners  of  the 
Admiralty  with  his  fubl'cquf  nt  inccefs. 

1  am,  &:c.  ST.  VINCENT. 

My  Lord,  His  Majcflys  Ship  Gorgon^  Tagvs^  yi%n,  1 6. 

I  HAVE  tlic  pleafurc  of  acquainting  yourLordfliip,  that  at  half  psfl 
noon  on  SiiturdMy  the  13th,  in  l?.t.  46  deg.  9  iiiin.  long.  7  dcg-  33  min. 
Cape  FiniOcne  bearing  b.  20  \V.  about  70  leagues,  i  fell  in  wiih  arid 
retook  tiie  Ann  brig  of  Dartmouth,  bound  from  Newfoundland  to 
Lilbon.  She  had  been  taken  15  days  by  a  French  privateer;  and  while 
exchanc^in^';  people,  another  brig  under  national  colours  bore  down  upcn 
u.S  uh«»,  alter  a  few  Ihoi  being  fired  at  her,  ftruck  to  his  Majelly'slhip 
lui'ier  my  <  ommand  ;  flic  proves  to  be  Le  Henri,  a  French  privateer 
frcin  Xante--,  carr\in{{  14  giinb  and  108  men;  flie  had  thrown  five  cf 
her  v\\v<  ove:  board,  ;ind  had  been  out  Ave  days,  and  taken  iiothing.  I 
i;ii:i)e(.li.]tey  onlenvi  niv  tirft  LieuteFiaiir,  Archbald,  with  Mr.  Tritton, 
nti-.l  iixi^*'/:i  othjr  InpLrnumeraries  bt!(^:).;ing  tu  L'Aigle,  to  take  poi- 
ijlHnn  ot  lier.  a'.d;):o.ced  in  couip.iiiv  wi'li  me  to  Lilbun,  where  I  have 
the  a(ld;tic.n;il  jiiLafurc  to  inform  your  i  ordfliip  flie  is  fate  ai rived,  and 
have  ^:s^:i\  real^n  t«)  believe  the  brig  will  ihorily  join  us. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 
Earl  St.  FiKccKt.  RICH.  WILLIAMS. 

Cop.  of  a  Letter  from  S':r  Etht:ard  P.'Ue-:  .  Capta'm  of  his  Majefty*s  Slip 
JvJtJ'at:^:ib:jy  to  Kvn*:  N'pcaf:^  Efq,  J.iti-ti  lU  S(.i^  ti\  z2th  ef  Ja^:, 

Sir, 
I  HAVE  the  pleafiire  to  infonn  yo»i,  that  T  tl.is  d;iy,  in  company 
wiih  his  Maielly's  (hip  Cambrijjn,  r;pti;rLd  the  Trench  fliip  privateer 
L'i!cureufc  Nouvclle,  iA  2z  i;ni.s  hikI  :  ^o  men,  fiom  Brelt  thiny-fis 
dny>,  in  which  time  they  Lad  tuken  no'Jiin^  but  a  laige  fliipi  an  Amt- 
lican,  called  tlic  rrovuleMiv,  -ouivrd  wirh  I'ugar  and  cotton,  which  lam 
'::\  ho])es  of  retaking,  h.iviiu^  l.'f:  the  Ci;iiibri»:i  in  chafe  of  her. 

J  have  the  h^jnoiu  ;o  be,  i:c.  EDW.  PELLEW. 


From  the  LONDON  GAZI£TTi:,  Feb.  13,  1798. 

j4,L:.'rjIfr  ^//Uj",   Ft  if.  13. 

E::;rjSi  of  e:  Letter  frn;u  ./IJ.-jinil  Iwirl  St,  fiv.af,  Commandrr  in  Oi\tf 
of  hii  Mtiji/h\  Shipx  Of:  I'e  Conjl  of  Port:./al^  to  l\*van  ICcpean^  E'C' 
Sik'ret.iry  of  the  y2a,i::rM:\y  eiuied  niU  dc  J\:risy  :n  the  Ya^MS^  the  itth 
of  j'annary\ 

I  hNCI-OSE  an  txtrai't  of  a  Icttrr  from  Crij.tain  Dsgby,  of  his  Ma- 
i-  ily*.  Jliip  Anror.i,  reKuivc  to  the  capture  of  \\  Spanifli  fchooncr  letter 
o:  Uiar!]ue  from  Laguiju. 

ExtriS 
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E,\fraJ^  of  a  Lttter  from  Captain  D/gh,  pfhis  Majejtyt  Ship  Aurora y  tP 
Admiral  Earl  St,  (""incent^  dated  the  22tJj  of  January, 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acquaint  you,  that  I  captured  on  the  i7tb 
inftant,  to  the  weflvvard  of  Cape  Fin'merre,  La  Cafualided  Spanifli  letter 
of  marque  (fchooner  rigged),  mounting  fix  guns  and  17  men,  Don  Y()dro 
Orneze  commander  ;  47  days  from  Cameras,  with  a  cargo  of  cocoa* 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Vice-admiral  KingsmilU  Commander  in  Chief  of 
his  Majcjiys  Ships  and  VeJJels  on  ti?€  Coafi  of  Ireland^  to  Evan  Ntpean^ 
Efq,  dated  at  Cork  J  -the  ^th  infants 

Sir, 
PLEASE  to  lay  before  my  Lords  CommifTioncrs  of  the  Admiralty 
the  accompanying  letter  to  me  from  Captain  Frafer,  of  his  Majcfty's  (hip 
Shannon,  giving  an  account  of  his  having  captured,  off  Cape  Clear,  on 
ttTe  ad  inflant,  a  large  (hip  privateer,  mounting  24  guns  and  1 50  mcD^ 
with  which  he  arrived  here  laft  evening. 

•  1  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  R.  KINGSMILL. 

Sir,  Shannon^  Confe  of  Cork,  Feh,  3. 

I  BEG  leave  to  acquaint  you,  that  yefterday  at  three  P.  M.  being  fix 
or  eight  leagues  to  the  fouthward  of  Cape  Clear,  with  his  Majefty's  fliip 
under  my  command,  I  faw  and  gave  chafe  to  a  iliip  in  the  N.  E.  She 
at  iirft  hoifted  Englifh  colours,  but  on  the  Shannon's  firing  a  fliot  to- 
v/ards  her,  (he  hauled  them  down,  hoifted  the  national  flag,  and  fired 
her  ftcrn-chafes  ;  continuing  to  do  fo  (without  effed)  until  the  Shaih* 
non's  iliot  fell  far  beyopd  her,  when  (lie  flruck  her  colours,  and  brought 
to  at  five  P.  M. 

She  is  called  Le  Duguay  Trouin,  a  privateer  of  St.  Malo,  com* 
manded  by  Citizen  Legue,  mounting  24  fix-pounders,  feveral  of 
which  were  thrown  overboard  during  the  chafe,  and  armed  with  i  tfl 
men. 

She  failed  from  St.  Malo  the  3d  of  November,  but  having  been  forced 
into  the  river  Benois,  in  Brittany,  by  bad  weather,  (he  bad  been  onl]^ 
eight  days  from  thence ;  (lie  had  taken  nothing  until  early  in  the  morn* 
ing  of  the  day  I  fell  in  with  her,  when  (he  captured  the  Wilding  of  Li« 
verpool,  Henry  Ward  matter,  from  Jamaica,  23  of  whofc  crew  1  found 
on  buard  her.  1  have  to  regret  the  extreme  hazine(f  of  the  weather  all 
day,  which  prevented  any  obje^  from  being  feen  at  more  than  four  or 
five  miles  di fiance,  otherwile  I  think  1  muft  have  feen  and  recaptured 
that  fiiip  ;  but  it  blowing  very  freih  at  well,  it  wai  late  in  the  night  be* 
fore  the  prize  could  be  fccured  and  the  prifoners  ihiited,  which  having 
done,  I  thought  it  necefifary,  from  the  number  oa  boardi  and  tbe  ftate 
of  the  Shannon's  rigging,  which  had  fuffered  much  in  the  late  gale,  to 
proceed  for  this  port. 

Le  Diij^uay  Trouin  is  112  feet  long  on  the  gun-deck,  and  30  ftt% 
broad  ;  (lie  is  very  well  found  in  every  thing  as  a  privateer,  and  fails 
iA\.  1  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c* 

Fi.e-admiral  KingsmiU^  Cork.  ALEX.  FRASER. 


E  %  From 


(    3^    ) 
From  the  LONDON  GAZETTE,  Feb.  17,  1798. 

Admiralty  Office^  Fel.  17. 

JExfraci  of  a  l.ftter  from  Vice-admiral  Kings mill^  Commander  in  Clief 
of  his  Majeflys  Ships  and  VeJfeU  on  the  Coaji  of  Ireland^  t9  Evan 
Nepeaftj  Rfq,  dated  at  Cork^  the  qth  inft. 

I  REQIJEST  you  will  lay  before  their  Lordfhips  the  accompanying 
letter  to  me  froin  Lord  A.  Beaiiclerk,  giving  an  account  of  his  having 
captured  and  brought  iu  here  Le  Mars  of  Nantes,  a  new  coppered  ibip 
privateer,  mounting  16  guns  and  220  men. 

Sir,  Dryady  Cork  Harbour^  Feb.  o. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  inform  you,  that  on  the  4th  inft,  at  five  A,  M. 
Cape  Clear  N.  E.  twenty  leagues,  I  captured  Le  Mars,  a  flout  faft-faiU 
ing  privateer  from  Nantes,  pierced  for  20  guns,  had  mounted  is 
twelves,  2  eighteens,  and  2  twelve-pound  carronades,  with  222  men ; 
had  been  out  49  days,  and  not  captured  any  thing. 

I  am,  &c.  I 

rice-admiral  Kingsmill,  feff.  A,  BEAUCLERK. 


From  the  LONDON  GAZETTE,  Feb.  20,  1 798. 

Admiralty  Office^  Feh.  20. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Right  Hon.  Lord  Bridport^    K*  B.  to  E'mm 

Ntfean^  Efq.  dated  the  ibth  inft. 

YOU  will  herewith  receive  for  their  Lordfhips*  information,  a  copy 
of  a  letter  from  Capt.  Durham,  of  his  Maje(ly*s  (hip  Anfon,  ftating  his 
having  ca))tured  Le  Jafon  (hip  privateer  of  Nantes,  coppered,  iBOunting 
12  guns  and  108  men. 

You  will  alfo  receive  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Captain  Herbert,  of  hii 
Majcfly's  (liip  Amelia,  dated  the  14th  inflant,  fiating  his  having  cap- 
tured La  Branc  he  d'Olive,  a  French  merchant  brig,  laden  with  flour, 
beef,  wine,  and  brandy  ;  and  with  his  having  fallen  in  with  a  fnnall  con- 
voy in  the  PaiTage  du Raz,  and  captmed  Le  Cultivateur  de RocheJIe  brig, 
and  an  armed  chaffe  maree ;  but  the  latter  having  firucl;  upon  a  rock| 
he  was  obliged  to  deftroy  her. 

I  am,  Sir,  &c.  &c.  &c.  BRIDPORT. 

My  Lord,  Anf^n^  at  Sea^  Feb*  8. 

I  BEG  lepve  to  acquaint  your  Lordfhip,  that  I  have  this  day  cip* 
tured  Le  Jafon  French  privateer  of  iz  guns  and  108  men,  belonging  to 
Nantes,  copper-bottomed,  out  two  days,  and  made  no  captures. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  my  Lord,  &c.  &c.  &c. 
Right  Hon.  Lord  Bridport,  K.  B.  P.  C.  DURHAM. 

My  Lord,  Amelia^  Plymouth  Sotntel^  Feb.  14. 

I  HAVE  to  inform  your  Lordftiip  of  the  arrival  of  his  Majeity*s  (hip 
Amelia  here  this  morning.  Your  I^rdfliip  will,  from  Captain  Stiriiog, 
have  heard  of  my  parting  from  him  in  a  heavy  gale  of  wind  on  (he  3ilt 
vlt.  As  foon  as  the  weather  made  it  poflibie,  I  returned  off  L^flianri 
according  to  my  orders.    I  made  a  i^ghc  attempt  to  defiroj  a  man  of 

war 
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war  brig,  and  cutter,  juft  to  the  northward  of  Point  St  IfatAew^ tat' 
quitted  it  almoft  immediately,  findiog  from  their  fituadon  it  was  soipdC> 
iible  to  effe^  it.  At  dark  I  came  to  an  anchor  off  the  Cap  du  Cbeiri» 
and  fent  all  the  boats  armed  clofe  into  Point  St.  Matthew^t,  in  bfbom  ^ 
taking  part  of  the  convoy  under  the  proteftton  of  the  veAlt  aoove* 
mentioned,  if  they  attempted  to  go  into  Breft  that  night.  One  boal^ 
however,  only  fell  in  with  and  captured  La  Brancfae  d'uli^  a  FrcQck  * 
merchant  brig  of  about  i^o  tons,  laden  with  flour,  bee^  wine,'  aa4 
brandy.  The  next  day  having  feen  her  fide  to  the  northward  of  UflHUU^ 
I  got  in  by  dark  clofe  to  Point  du  Raz,  and  at  dayH|^  law  a  convdf  * 
of  one  brig  and  feme  chaffe  marges,  under  prote^oo  of  a  iinall  IiUQpi^ 
coming  through  the  PaiTage.  The  lightnefs  of  the  wind  enabledthe 
lugger  and  moft  of  the  chalTe  mare^s  to  efcape ;  but  the  brig  Le  OiU 
tivateur  de  Rochelle,  and  an  armed  chafle  mar6e,^  Le  St.  Kerre's,  weiw 
captured.  The  lauer  having  ftruck  on  a  rock  in  the  Fafla^  I  was 
obliged  to  dedroy  her,  having  taken  out  of  her  part  of  her  cam^  con-  ' 
iifting  of  ofhceis'  baggage.  The  brig  h  about  130  tona^  laden  vidi 
brandy,  wine,  and  groceries.  , 

I  ann  my  Lord,  Sec.  Sec. 

CHARLES  HERBERT*. 

Right  Hon.  Lord  Bridfort,  K.  B.  '  ' 


•  '<k 


From  the  LONDON  GAZETTE,  Feb.  14,  17^ 

Admiralty  Office^  Eri.  S4. 

Cppy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Earl  of  St.  Flnetnt^  JT.  B,  CntmMgJkrtM  Ctikf 
0f  bis  Majefifs  Ships  and  Feffels  emplojid  om  tbt  Cnfi  fffmUmjL  m 
Evan  Nepeauj  Efq.  dated  m  hard  tie  f^Ue  de  Paris  iM  tie  jigi 

Jan.  II. 

Sir, 
I  ENCLOSE  a  letter  from  Captain  Rogers,  of  hisllajefty*a  Hup  tm 
Mbrcury,  acquainting  me  with  his  having.  ca[tfuRsd  LaConfiabceFmKsh 
privateer  of  18  guns,  the  third  taken  bjr  that  fliip  fioee  her  arrifil  Aooi 

Newfoundland.  I  am,  oir.  Sec. . 

$T«.VXNCEtm 

-    «  • 

My  Lord,  His  Majefi/s  Slnp  Meram^  mi  fc^  y^m.  %%^ 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  inform  your  Lordfliip,  mat  diia  ifaqr  tX  oooob 
the  Bnrlings  bearing  S.  £•  4a  leagues,  I  feU  in  with  La  Coaftaaea. 
French  brig  privateer,  belonging  to  Nantz,  which  I  c^ptoflid  after  % 
chafe  of  five  hours ;  fhe  is  a  remarkably  fine  veflUa  ptncfid  fat  18  gOM^ 
but  has  only  12  fix  and  nine  pounders  on  boavdf  aW99rfDcm  otpfMw 
bottomed,  quite  new,  fails  very  faft,  and  is  only  lao  4lQfS  from  Naof^ 
on  a  cruife  ofi*  the  Wcfiern  Iflands. 

I  have  the  honour  to  beu  te» 

THa  ROGERS. 


•v 
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Tioin  :hc  LONDON  GAZETTE,  Feb.  xy,  179?. 

Aiim'traUy  Office^  Feb.  a;. 

C^fh;  ,*fa  Letter  from  Captain  Charles  Stirling^  Commander  of  his  UTajeJfy*^ 
^^  -P  y*^foJ^i  ^o  Evan  Nepeariy  Efq,  date  J  at  Sea,  /Ar  z^^d  of  Fthtuary, 

HIvS  Majefty's  ftiip  imdcr  my  command  this  day  captured  Lc  Cott- 
Te«r,  a  corvette  belonging  to  the  government  ot"  France,  and  com- 
manded by  officers  of  the  navy,  but  lent  to  the  merchants  for  a  priva- 
te er«     Slie  mounts  24  guns,  and  has  1 50  men. 

I  ha\e  ihe'honour  to  be,  &c.  CHA.  STIRUXG. 


From  the  LONDON  GAZETTE,   Marcli  3,   1798. 

j^dmlrahy  Office^  March  3- 

TFTE  following  letters  from  the  Hon.  Captain  Stopford,  tranfinitCcd 
by  Loid  Bridport  ;  frnni  Lieutenant  Webb,  through  the  hands  of  Cap^ 
IVI^Douall,  commanding  at  Yarmouth;  and  from  Mr.  G.  Broad, 
through  thofc  of  Admiral  Peyton,  were  received  at  this  olBce  : 

My  Lord,  Phaeton^  at  Sea,  FfB,  21, 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  infl)rm  your  Lordfljip,  that  on  the 9th  infbmr^ 
in  conlequence  of  the  vigilance  of  Captain  White,  in  keeping  Gght  of 
and  making  fignils  lor  a  iail  in  the  S.  E.  in  very  thick  and  Iqually  wea- 
ther, I  was  enabled,  in  his  MajrUy's  Aiip  under  my  command,  to  come 
up  with  and  capture  a  Frcn;:h  fli:p  privateer  called  La  Lc«ierc,  out  2\. 
hours  from  L'Orient,  bounti  to  the  Wtrft  Indies,  mounting  14  cigbt- 
pounders,  and  4  thirty* two  pound  carronades,  and  manned  with  130 
luen.  La  Legcre  was  built  for  a  corvette,  and  has  been  employed  as 
inch  until  thefe  few  months,  when  (lie  was  Htted  for  a  privateer,  and 
fails  fo  well,  that  her  capture  would  have  been  confidcraL'Jy  delayed,  if 
ihe  hf^d  not  carried  away  her  fore  and  main  topmafts  during  the  chafe. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  2:c. 

ROB.  STOPFORD. 

R[J't  Hon.  Lord  Bridport y  K.  B. 

My  Lord,  Phaeton^  at  Sea^  Feh»^i, 

IN  addition  to  my  letter  to  your  Lordfliip  of  this  day's  date,  I  Iiavc  to 
inturm  you,  that  the  Mt  rn;aid  .ind  Sylph  being  in  chafe  in  the  S.  W. 
have  retnrned  with  an  American  (liip  from  Boltoji  to  Annfierdam,  that 
hrri  been  taken  by  a  French  privateer.  The  American  fliip  (called  the 
EWiu)  h  originally  from  B:itavia,  wiih  a  valuable  cargo,  and  ftopped  at 
Fofton  for  ire(li  papers,  v/ithout  changing  her  cargo*  1  fend  the 
Nyn»phc  into  port  wiih  ilie  two  c:iplurcd  vefTcls. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

ROB.  STOPFC»D. 

I^:^-'t  Hon.  Lord  Br u' port y  K.  B. 

Sir,  Uli  "Ma je fly* I  armed  Cutter  Cohourgy  Fehn  16. 

T  HAVE  the  honour  to  inform  you,  th.it  ycUerday  morning  at  fcvcn 
o'ciocli  having  Crumtr  bcuriug  S.  67  W.  diftant  Cxtccn  leagues,  ve  fell 

in 
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in  with,  and  after  nine  hours  chafe  (during  which  we  ran  one  hundred 
miles,  one  halt"  the  time  blowing  a  hard  gale  of  wind  at'W,  N.  W.)t 
we  came  up  alongfide  and  captured  La  Revanche,  French  lugger  privA* 
teer  of  i6  guns  and  62  men,  after  a  running  fi^t  of  two  hours,  ciofe 
alongfide. 

She  attempted  to  board  us  twice,  but  being  repulfed,  and  a  well-dt- 
re<ftcd  broadfide  having  brought  her  main  and  mizen  mafls  by  the  board^  ' 
and  (liot  her  fore-yard  away,  they  called  for  quarter. 

We  had  no  fooner  taken  pofletlion  of  h«r,  than,  with  the  utmoft  d\(* 
ficulty,  and  all  the  exertion  vye  pollibly  could  make  ufe  of  in  getting  the 
prifoners  fliifted,  and  our  own  people  back,  when  fhe  funk,  having  re* 
cclved  above  forty  ftiot  l)etween  wind  and  water.  She  had  fcven  men 
killed  and  eight  wounded.  1  am  happy  to  add,  we  had  only  two  mea 
flightly  wounded ;  the  damage  we  fuftained  is  moftlv  in  our  mafts,  fparv 
fails  and  rigging.  She  was  a  remarkable  fiiit  faft-failing  vcfTe',  had  only 
cruifed  lix  days,  entirely  new,  fitted  out  for  a  month's  cruife,  and  the 
largeft  lugger  that  failed  out  of  Calais. 

1  am  particularly  indebted  to  Mr.  TeiFery,  mailer,  and  Mr.  Rolf, 
mate,  for  their  attention,  affiduity,  andi  prompt  execution  of  my  orders, 
as  well  as  ail  the  officers  and  crew,  who  deferve  the  higheil  commenda* 
tion  for  their  alacrity  in  knotting,  fplicing,  and  fliifting  fail  in  vaiiable 
weather,  and  through  a  variety  of  courfes,  having  been  expofed  to  a 
Aiarp  and  welUdire<$ed  fire  from  the  flern-rchafes  and  muiketiy  for  near 
two  hours  before  the  adion  commenced. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be,  &€•  &c.  &c. 

Rol^crt  M'Dcuall,  Efq.  CHARLES  WEBB*' 

Sir,  Rcfolution  Luggtr^  at  Sea^  Feh^  tS. 

I  BEG  leave  to  acquaint  you,  at  fix  A.  M.  Boulogne  bearing  £.  S.  £• 
didance  about  three  leagues,  the  Dolphin  armed  cutter  in  company, 
I  fell  in  with  and  captured,  after  a  chafe  of  four  hours,  Lc  Pou  Epie, 
French  lugger  privateer,  mounting  four  fwivels,  befidesJmall  armty 
and  manned  with  1 7  men,  out  two  days  from  Dunkirk,  but  has  made 
no  captures.     The  lugger  I  funk,  (lie  being  fo  very  leaky. 

1  am,  &:c.  GEORGE  BROAD. 

Admiral  Peyton^  Dovjns,  i^c,  fe'r. 


From  the  LONDON  GAZETTE,   March  6,   1798. 

Admiralty  Office^  March  J. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Adjniral  Sir  Richard  King^  C^mmmnder  in  CAlif  ef 

his  Majcjiys  Ships  and  Fejfels  at  Plymouth^    to  Enntn  Ntfeam,   ^ff* 
dated  March  3. 

Sir, 
I  HEREWITH  tranfmit,  for  the  information  of  my  Lords  Commif- 
fioncrs  of  the  Admiralty,  a  letter  I  received  this  day  fromCapt.  Manby, 
of  his  Majefty*3  fliip  Charon,  acquainting  me  of  his  having  captured  a 
Frei^ch  lugger  privateer,  named  L* Alexandrine,  cai'rying  four  fwive-s, 
one  coiTJ^ge  gun,  and  28  men. 

I  am,  &c.  R.  KING. 

Sir, 
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fir,  Hrs  Majefiyi  Ship  Charon^  c^TorBayy  March  «, 

1  HAVE  the  honour  to  acquaint  yon,  for  the  informstion  of  their 
Lordlhips,  that  this  morning,  the  Bury  Head  being  N.  by  \V.  two 
leagues,  1  chafed  for  three  hours,  and  captured  a  faft- failing  lugger 
privntecr  called  L'AIexindrlr.w-,  commanded  by  Anieline  Septan,  be- 
longing to  Breft,  but  laft  t:  om  Morlaix,  mounting  four  Iwivcls  and  cne 
carriage  gun,  with  28  men  :  out  (ix  day$,  .  but  had  not  taken  any 
thing.  I  hrive,  &c. 

Ja  Admirnl  Sir  Richard  Kin^,  Bart.  THOMAS  MAN  BY. 

{^iT.  Csff .  t^t\  at  Plymouth* 

Admiralty  Office^  March  6. 

l^xiraH  of  a  Letter  from  Admiral  Sir  Peter  Parker^  Bart,  Commander  it 
Chief  of  his  Majefiyi  Ships  and  Vejfcls  at  P  or tf mouthy  to  E'oan  Nefean^ 
Efq*  dated  the  4/^  inflant, 

ENCLOSED  is  a  lert-i  fro-n  Captain  Bowyer,  of  the  Cameleon  floop» 
which  I  received  this  morning  by  the  officer  who  brought  in  La  boufficur 
f  rcQcU  privateer,  captured  by  the  faid  (loop  on  the  ad  indant. 

Sir,  Camelron^  March  3. 

I  BEG  leave  to  inform  you,  that  on  Thurfday  the  ift  of  March,  at 
ten  A.  M.  Guernfcy  bearing  foiith  eight  leaguct,  1  obferved  a  cutter, 

gave  chafe,  and  at  half  pall  frvc  I'.  M.  it  falling  little  wind,  and  by  the 
dp  of  her  oars  (lie  cfcipcd  under  the  forts  on  the  Ifle  of  Bas.  If  I  had 
get  three  leagues  more  diftarice  to  run,  I  fliould  have  captured  her.  A: 
three  A.  M.  of  the  2d,  faw  a  cnrtcr,  gjivc  rliafe,  and  at  four  took  pof- 
ieflion  of  her.  She  proves  to  be  ihc  Soiifflcur,  thirteen  days  from  Cher- 
bourg, mounting  four  ran iage-guns,  two  fuivels,  and  40  men,  and 
having  captured  this  crnifc  the  vcifcls  as  underneath,  three  of  the  iiui(lcrs 
being  on  board  mc  ;  and  I  am  in  (iopcs  to  retake  fome  of  thtxfe  veiTeis, 
the  wind  being  iouih. 

I  have,  &:c,  R.  R.  BOWYER. 

r.  S.  I  have  fent  the  privitccr  into  port,  and  going  in  chafe. 

V€7,g\  (loop,  of  Cardi;;an,  James  Prichard  njaftcr,  from  Dover  to 
Fctr/Jince,  with  wheat  ar.d  barley. 

Camilla  brig,  John  M*Kcnzic  ir.ndcr,  from  Hull  to  PlymOUthy  with 
coals. 

Dtlavd,  Chailcs  Mann  nnfttr,  from  Sunderl.in/I,  loaded  with  coals, 
bound  to  Plymouth. 

Bctfey,  of  (Tiicrnfey,  Thoinai  Tuwofv-nd  maileri  from  Gucmfry 
bound  to  Plyiiiouth,  wil!i  ^viae. 
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319 — OF  the  Dutch  Chambers  rcfpcdling 
fhips  captured,  544 — Of  the  Helvetic 
Icgillature  rcfpc£ling  the  French  army,  545 

D'X  of  Tunis,  his  letter  to  General  Buona- 
parte refpc^iijg  the  reieafc  of  feme  flaves^ 

Dt>'i:i,  Cardinal,  his  proclamition  upon  the 
approach  uf  a  French  army  againft  Romci 

E. 

Bgypt — Buonaparte  announces  to  the  Pacha 
his  expedition  to  Egypt,  438 — Warns  the 
commander  of  the  caravan  to  commit  no 

.  hoftilitics  a^^ainft  the  French,  439— Ad- 
drcfles  the  people  of  Egypt  on  the  conduct 
of  the  Beys,  ibid. — Orders  all  perfons 
guilty  of  pillage  to  be  (hot,  440 — Decla- 
ration of  the  Mufti  of  Alexandria,  on  the 
conJu^i  to  be  adopted  by  the  French,  and 
the  people  of  Alexandri:>,  442 — The 
Turkilh  failors,  who  were  flaves  in  Mahay 
are  ordered  to  be  let  at  liberty,  443 — The 
names  of  the  Frchch  foldicrs  killed,  arc 
ordered  to  be  cngra  ed  on  Pomp^y's  Pillar, 
ibid. — AdJrefs  to  the  Cheiks  of  Oiiro, 
ibid. — Proclamation  to  the  people  of  Cairo, 
on  the  motives  of  his  expedition,  444— 
To  the  Pacha  of  Cairo,  iind, — To  the 
Pacha  of  Cairo,  Hating  rh.it  it  is  the  defign 
of  the  French  general  to  fccure  to  him  his 
revenues,   ^\<) 

ElcSlor  Palatine,  his  letter  on  the  views  of 
France,  308 

Emigrants,  report  refpc<5llng  them,  14 

Emperor  of  Rufl"n,  bis  proclamation  for 
protecting  trade  in  the  Sound  againft  the 
DireAory  of  France,  8^ 

Englilh  prifoners  in  France  ordered  to  be  con- 
fined, 79 — Report  to  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons on  their  treatment,   511 

Executive  D'rccftory  of  the  French  republic, 
their  proclamation  tiiat  the  French  army 
he  complete  on  the  6th  Oilober,  22 — 
Their  proclamation  rcfpecfiing  the  invafion 
of  Enijland,  29 — Their  decree  for  af- 
fembling  an  army  to  be  called  the  Army 
of  England,  30  —  Their  proclamation 
againfl  thr  Englilh  government,  42 — 
Their  mcfTa^'.c  rtfp<*«fling  a  loan  for  the 
jnvafion  of  Enpl  md,  53 — Their  meiTagc 
rcfpe«5ting  the  feizurc  <»f  Enj^lilh  mer- 
chandife,  5*^ — Their  pr'Kl-'m'vtion  rcfpcdl- 
ing  the  loan  for  the  invafion  of  England, 
59 — Their  detiee  f.^r  forwarding  the  naval 
operations    at    Breil    for  the    expedition 


againft  England,  78 — ^Thcir  meflage  » 
the  Council  of  Elders  refpefting  the  expe- 
dition againft  Oltend,  84— Their  racl!agc 
lo  the  Council  of  Five  Hundred  refpcA- 
ing  the  capture  of  Malta,  90— Their 
meflage  rcfpedling  the  difturbances  at 
Rome,  107 — Their  melTage  upon  the  con- 
duA  of  tl>e  government  of  Rome,  112 
— Note  to  the  government  of  Berne,  re- 

? [Hiring  the  departure  of  Mr.  Wickham 
rom  Switzerland,  1 1 7 — Their  mdlhge  to 
the  Council  of  Five  Hundred  refpefting 
the  Pays  de  Vaud,  121 — Their  order  in 
confequence  of  the  refufal  of  the  Cifalpinc 
Council  of  Elders  to  ratify  the  tnraty  with 
France,  148 — Their  mcffage  t/pon  the 
entrance  of  the  French  troops  into  Egypt, 
342 — Their  decree  refpefling  letters  of 
marque  or  reprifal  in  America,  529— 
Their  arr^tc  refpe£ling  the  crews  of'^fhips, 
549— Their  fecond  arr^t6,  deferring  the 
execution  of  their  former  one  rsfpefHng 
the  crews  of  (hips,  550 

Executive  Direftory  of  theCifalpine  republic, 
their  letter  to  General  Brune  refpe^ing  the 
conduft  of  the  Court  of  Turin,  92  * 

Extraft  from  the  deliberations  of  the  French 
commiffion  to  the  Leeward  Iflands,  i 


P. 


Fleury,  Cltiten,  his  letter  upon  the  dcclira- 
lion  of  war  by  the  Porte,  548 

Fran9ois  de  Neufchateau,  his  letter  to  the 
coreroifTioners  of  the  Direftory  on  being 
appointed  a  Dire6tc»r,  16 — His  letter'  to 
the  Spanifh  ambaffador  on  the  commerce 
with  Spain,  346 

French  republic,  treaty  of  offenfive  fnd  d©- 
fenfive  alliance  with  Sardinia,  i. — Of 
union  with  Mulhaufen,  iii. — Convention 
•with  the  Duke  of  Wurtcmbcrg,  vi. — Of 
peace,  and  oflfenfive  and  defeniive  alliance 
with  Switzerland,  vii. 

French  prifoncrs  in  England,  report  upon 
t!\eir  treatment,  67  —  Report  to  the 
Ho'jfe  of  Commons  on  their  treatment  in 
England,  511 

G. 

Carat,  amhaflador  to  the  Court  of  Naples 
his  fpeech  to  the  King  of  Naples  on  pre- 
fenting  his  credentials,  79 — His  fpeech  to 
the  Queen  of  Naples,  82 

Geneva  is  united  to  France,  147 

Genoa  declared  in  a  ftate  of  hoililiry  with 
Great  Britain,  341 

Gerry,  Mr.  appointed  one  of  the  American 
minifters  to  the  French  republic,  l68 — 
Inftruftions  to  him,  ibid. — His  creden- 
tials, 181 — Full  powers,  182 — Letter  to 
the  foreign  miniftcr  at  Paris,  announcing 
the  obje<ft  of  his  mifllon,  183— Progrefft 
of  the  negotiatiouy  184— Letter  to  the 
F  2  French 


INDEX. 


Frttvch  TninificTy  S09«— Letter  to  the 
French  tninitVrr  on  the  conJuA  of  France 
to  the  United  StateSi  and  of  the  United 
State*  to  Franc?,  t  a  a—- Letter  to  the 
French  mii<iftcr  upon  his  reply  to  the  de* 
tailed  letter  of  the  American  minif^s, 
399 — His  letter  to  the  American  Prc- 
iident  on  the  ftate  of  affairs  nt  Paris,  427-* 
He  is  requeued  by  the  French  minifter  to 
refume  the  negotiation,  428 — He  declines 
refuming  ic,  ib/d. — InftruAioos  to  him, 
433 — Cond'pondenoe  between  him  and 
the  French  minifter  upon  the  p\iblication 
of  the  particulars  of  the  negotiation,  431 
to  434 — Letter  to  him  from  Hauteval  ou 
the  negotiation,  ibid, — His  letter  to  the 
minifter  for  foreign  affairs,  in  anfwer 
to  the  roinifter*s  letter  refpefUng  the  aego> 
tiation,  536 
Guiilemardet,  hif  fpeech  to  the  King  of 
Spain  on  p.efiniting  his  credentials,  9i-~ 
His  fpeech  to  the  Quoea  of  Spain,  iM 


H. 


Biuteval,  his  letter  to  Mr.  Gerry  00  the 
American  negotiation,  434 

Uitry,  General,  his  fummon^  to  the  eom« 
mandant  of  Mcntz  to  furrender  that  city, 
54 — His  letter  to  the  commander  of 
jvienix,  refpedlng  the  refiftance  made  to 
the  French  taking  poflcflton  of  the  TIte  da 
Pont  at  Manheim,  76 

Buml/ert,  General,  his  proclamation  for 
rftablithing  a  provifional  government  in 
Connaughtj  301 


I. 


InftruAiont  to  the  commanders  of  Britifh 
ihips  of  war,  41 

Inftniftions  to  Mcifrs.  Marfhall,  Pinckney, 
and  Grrry,  the  ambafladors  to  the  French 
repuijlic,  16? 

Jrdand — Proclamation  of  the  Lord  Lieute* 
rant  on  the  breaking  out  of  the  rebel- 
lion, 347 — Notice  ifTued  by  the  Com* 
jnander  in  Chief  refpe^tinK  the  diAurb- 
ances  in  Kildarc,  and  concealed  arms, 
34^ — Notice  to  the  inhabitants  of  rbe 
Quren'ft  Coitnty  to  place  lifts  of  perfons 
jriiding  in  each  houfe,  on  the  doors  of 
fuch  hoiifts,  349 — Notice  ifTued  at  Lime- 
rick refixrdting  arm^,  ani]  difturbances, 
350 — Ni>lice  rcuirinR  the  people  of  Coo- 
paugrit  t<>  deliver  up  their  arms,  35'— 
Pri>clanu;iin  by  the  liigli  ftiriifTof  Tip- 
p^rary  ordering  all  emigrants  to  rrtum, 
f/fid, — O'd-TS  refpe£liiig  fubfcriptions  of 
monry,  352 — proclimJtion  of  the  Licrd 
Mayor  of  Dublin  lofpe^^ing  fcdilious  per- 
icms  fciucid  in  that  city,  ^5} — Letter  to 
thr  Lord  M.iyor  of  Dublin  upon  the  con- 
ipirary  fu   fciiing  Dublin,  354 — Notice 


nquiring  all  ptrfoni  Co  remtin  vitbia 
their  boufes  during  a  fpecified  period,  ikid^^ 
proclamation  refpeAing  perfons  fecnted  in 
Corky  355--  Proclamation  requiriiig  lifts 
of  arms  to  be  given  iDi  ibid. — Notice 
refpeding  pikes,  356 — Dr.  Troy's  ad- 
drcfs  to  the  Roman  Catholics  icfpeAing 
the  rebellion,  357-^ProclanEiation  to  the 
tnfurgents  in  Downt  inviting  them  to 
return  to  their  duty,  359— Orders  to  pre- 
vent fiee  quarters,  and  houCn  bdng  fet 
fire  to,  360^  Proclamation  of  the  Wei- 
ford  infurgents  for  the  apprehending  of 
certain  magiftrates,  ibid. — ^The  adjvcant 
general  of  the  French  army's  letter,  361 
— Proclamation  of  the  Fzcnch  general  for 
tftablifliing  a  provifional  government  in 
Connaught^  ibid. — Prodaiaation  of  Gen. 
St.  John,  inviting  the  laying  afide  the 
diftinguifhing  badges  of  the  diffncnt  icU- 
gious  iieAs,  36a— Notice  refpettqg  fB» 
fians  (ecreted  in  the  coontr  of  Dowb»  tki. 
^Agreement  between  loe  Irifli  gaifn- 
ment  and  the  ftttc  prifonefiy  30^^— 0£ 
General  Nugent*  jfi^k—ProdaiiMKiaD  to 
various  inhabitants  of  Mayo^  praoufag 
them  pardon  on  cooditioQS,  ilr^L— Report 
to  the  Irilb  Houfe  of  Comiaofis  idpaAug 
the  rebdlloDy  56^ — ^To  tUe  IrUh  Heufc 
of  Lords  on  the  uom  fiibje^  1B4 


King  of  Pruflia,  hit 
OD  his  acoeffioo  to  the 

L. 


totfaeDinANy 


La  Fiyette,  Ocneralf  his  dedmdon  pre- 
vioufly  to  bis  releafe  from  prilbiif  a  Mi» 
letter  to  General  Buonapntef  6 
Leeward  Ifiands,  French  oominiffioa  l%  1 
Letters  from  the  Cifalpine  minifter  for  f> 
reigu  affairs^  10  the  Flrefident  of  the  Fla- 
vian Convention,  7— Letters  fima  Ifoel 
to  the  minifter  of  policey  9— Of  Rufdi 
de  Neuf  chateau  to  the  oommifioners  of  tfai 
Dire&ory,  on  his  being  ckOed  n  Diicc* 
tor,  x6— From  the  Helvetic  body  to  the 
Cifalpine  republic,  ai-^rom  tbe  A|ck- 
biftiop  of  Mechlin  rcfpefiiBg  the  esib 
againft  royalty,  la— From  the  King  of 
Pruftia  to  the  Eiecutive  Oiiefiory  on  his 
acceflion  to  the  thronef  40— From  Baa* 
aaptrte  to  the  DireAory,  rcfpefiiog  ihe 
conduA  of  the  Turkifli  govemnc«t  47 
.p-From  the  Dey  of  Tunis  to  Gcanal 
Buonaparte^  refpefting  the  rcleafeof  faoc 
flaves,  ibitL — From  the  minifter  of  feic«pi 
affairs  to  the  diploflaaiic  and  coafisbr 
agents  of  the  repuUic,  icfjpeAiflg  the 
Court  of  LoodoD,  54 — F^om  Omenl 
Hatry  to  the  commander  of  Manhdap, 
rcfpcAing  the  icitwce  cppsftd  to  iki 
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French  taking  poflcflion  of  the  The  du 
Pont  at  Man».€im,  76 — From  the  Pruf- 
fian  minilicr  at  Paris  to  tljc  Ret^cncy  of 
Clcvcs,  that  the  organiution  ot  their  pro- 
"viacc  by  the  French  is  to  be  difcontinucd, 
y8— FromihcCifAlpmcDirc<ftory  to  Cent- 
ral Brunc,  on  the  conduct  of  the  Court  of 
Turin,  92 — From  General  Brune  to  the 
Saiiinian  miniftcr,  94 — From  the  am- 
haff.tdor  BuonajMrte  to  the  minilter  for 
foreign  affiiirs,  refpcding  the  difturbanccs 
at  Rome,  97 — From  the  Cai^inal  Secre- 
tary of  State  to  the  Marquis  Maliimif  re- 
lative to  the  difturbances  at  Rome,  103 — 
From  the  Spanilh  miniltcr  Axarra  to 
Buonaparte,  104 — From  Talleyrand  Peri- 
gord  tu  Buonaparte,  on  the  dilturbanccs  at  ■ 
Rome,  107 — Fiom  Mr.  Ochs  to  the  peo- 
ple of  Bade,  upon  the  Swifs  revolution, 
118 — To  the  Directory  from  General 
Brune  conccrciiug  the  capru.e  of  Berne, 
J  36— From  General  Schauen^urg  to  the 
Dirc<fl««jy,  139— From  the  Ligurian  mi- 
xjifter  of  war  to  the  minifter  for  foreign 
affairs,  150 — Anfwer  of  the  btter,  151 
—From  the  Spa  ifh  miniller  to  Mr. 
Pinckncy,  on  the  report  of  the  latter 
upon  the  proceedings  of  Spani/h  officers, 
in  relation  to  the  ports  occupied  within 
the  limits  of  the  United  States,  153— 
From  the  American  miniHcrs  at  Paris  to 
the  French  minifter,  209— On  the  con-  . 
d\i&  of  the  United  States  to  France,  and 
of  France  to  rhc  United  Slates,  22i^— 
From  the  French  minifter,  in  anfwer  to  the 
detailed  Ictier  of  the  American  miniftcrs, 
a75 — Of  Bellamy,  of  Hamburght  on 
the  American  negotiation,  283 — Of  Mr. 
Claflen^  on  tl:c  decree  of  the  French 
kgifla.urr  rcrp<:(ftiRg  neutral  (hips,  290 
— Of  Bcnudottc,  on  the  conduct  of  the 
populace  at  Vienna  towaids  tiie  French 
embafty,  291  and  292 — Of  Baron  dc 
Thugut,  in  anfwer  to  the  letters  of  Ber- 
nadoite,  293 — Of  Count  Collorcdo,  in  an- 
fwer to  the  ambaffador  Bemadoitc's  note 
to  the  Eo^pcror,  294 — Of  the  ambaffador 
Bernadottc  to  the  French  minifter  at  Ra- 
rifbon,  on  the  cifturbanccs  at  Vienna,  295 
— Of  Trouve  to  the  two  Cifalpinc  coun- 
cils, on  the  fitiiation  of  the  Cifalpine  re- 
public, 296 — Of  the  Elcdor  Palatine  on 
the  views  of  France,  308 — Of  Belleville 
to  the  Ligurian  government,  requiring  all 
the  purts  to  be  Ihut  againft  the  Englifh, 
346 — To  the  Lord  Mayor  of  Dublin,  on 
the  confpiracy  for  fcizing  Dablin,  354— 
Of  ilv:  adjutant-general  of  the  French 
army  in  Irclnnd,  361 — Of  the  American 
amb-iffadors  at  Paris  to  the  French  minif- 
ter, upor.  Ijis  aufwcr  to  their  detailed  letter, 
^09 — Of  Mr.  Gcny  to  the  American 
PrcfjJcnt,  on  the  ftale  of  affairs  at  Paris, 
4^7 — Of  Che  French  mmidei  to  Mr. 


Gerry,  to  refume  the  negoti&tion  at 
Paris,  428 — ^Mr.  Geify's  aolwci  to 
the  French  minifler,  declining  to  ic- 
fume  it,  429 — Of  Hauteval,  to  Mr. 
Gerry,  on  the  negotiation,  434 — Of 
General  Wafhington,  accepting  the 
command  of  the  American  army,  436 
— Of  the  Pacha  of  Albania,  to  Citi- 
zen Bruycre,  on  the  capture  of 
Malta,  445 — To  Mr.  Geriy,  refpcA- 
ing  the  negotiation,  530 — To  Mr. 
Gerry,  on  his  departure  from  Paris, 
540^FrGm  the  French  conful  at  hu- 
charcft,  on  the  dccUration  of  war'  by 
the  Porte,  548 

Ligurian  government  required  to  (hut 
its  ports  againft  the  Englifh,  346 

Ligurian  republic,  letter  of  her  minif- 
ter of  war  to  the  minifter  for  foreign 
aftairs,  15c — Anfwer  of  the  minilter 
for  foreign  affairs,  151 

Lucerne,  canton  of,  declaration  againft 
the  interference  of  France,  127 
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Manifefto  of  the  citizens  of  the  country  near 
Bafle  to  the  burgeflcs,  rcquiiing  the  le- 
fioratloa  of  lighu,  120— Of  ihe  Otto. 
man  Porte>  declaring  war  again  ft  France, 
446 

Marftiall,  Mr.  appointed  one  of  the  Ameri- 
can minifters  to  the  French  republic,  16S 
.— Inftrudlions  to  him,  /7vV/. — His  creden- 
tials, 181 — Full  powers,  iSx— Vetter  to 
the  foreign  minifter  at  Paris,  announcing 
the  obje£t  of  his  miflion,  183 — Prugrcfs 
of  the  negotiation,  184 — Letter  to  the 
French  minifter,  109 — Letter  to  the 
French  minifter,  on  the  conduA  of  the 
United  States  towards  France,  and  of 
France  tow.irds  the  United  States,  221 
— Letter  to  the  French  minifter,  upon 
his  reply  to  the  detailed  letter  of  the  Ame- 
rican minifters,  399 — Returns  to  Ame- 
rica, 427— -I nft ructions  to  him,  4^0 

Maui>ourg,  General  Latour,  his  declarjUfon 
previoudy  to  his  rdcafe  from  pri(bu,  3— < 
His  letter  to  Gtneral  Buonaparte,  6 

Menard,  General,  his  declaration  to  the 
Swifs  Colonel  Weifs,  to  dift>and  hit 
troops,  127 

Mcngaud,  his  addrcfs  to  the  inhabitants  of 
the  dependencies  upon  tl)e  old  bilhopric 
of  Bade,  1 30 

Minifter  for  fo.-eign  affairs,  his  letter  to  th» 
ambaftaJors  and  confuls  of  the  French 
republic,  refpeiflii^  the  conduA  to  be 
adopted  by  thcin,  54 

Memorial  of  the  Porte  on  the  invafloa  of 
Egypt  by  the  French,  445 

Meflage  from  the  Dircflory  to  the  Ciuncit 
of  Five  Uuodrcdj  rcfpc^ing  the  opening 

of 
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of  a  Inan  for  t'ne  tnvnfion  nf  En^.IanJy  53 
— From  tlic  Oin-ctoiV  to  tbe  Cuuiicii  uf 
fjve  Hu-a.c«i,  rcli^ct:n^  thv  lit/urc  of 
I.nj,lilh  nxuh.indilc,  5S — F  om  I  he  Exc- 
c\*.i.e  l>.u.ciiiry,  I'/ij-cilini  the  cxi'cdi- 
li-D  y/a*  r.l  C)l>rna,  S4 — V\om  rhr  Lxc- 
ciir.j  U'liiit  iv  i'»  tUc  OnjiKi.  <jf  Five 
liu.'AiiCJy  II"  p..iinp  il»c  iMi-ruic  M  ^TMU 
t.i,  (>"-— I  ii'in  ".I'v  J>iiLi-i"'y  t  .ti  c  Coua- 
Ckl  ot  Five  Hir:i!n.i,  -m  kk'  d.i'u  l^Ji^ts 
a;  RoiTjc*  ir;  -F  «:-.i  il"-  Diiicioty  !•> 
llx  C'»uik:1  '.:  Fivt-  Hr.riil  i..'.,  mi  tl.c 
coivluCt  t)f  r^."  ^■.'.  crimen  I  .«r  RoinCy 
ji; — 0»  ll:r  1>:  ^.-rt  rv',  r<l;".Mini;  llii: 
r»y:  dc  Vji;J,  I  ;  1 — Fi  1.1  :hv  DiriVlMi  y, 
R-lpcitr.v^  rhcrv  'iirriiri^^r.  ■  in  S^Mt/.l.■riJnl^, 
i^j — U!  t!".c  Anv.T!c:in  Pu-Udi-nr,  upm 
thr  tub.ctft  '  f  mr  utipn'.chci  frum  the 
AtJKr'ican  mi 'il'trs  ;ir  F.tri*,  ibo — From 
ll«  Arneiiijn  PrciidcMt  10  the  Coiv^'rrfs, 
ci>inmiinn.j:in^  the  difp;uches  fi'.»!n  Pa- 
fi&t  16S — Ot  the  I5i:Lttni y  :■>  the  Cnun> 
cil  i»f  Fi^  H-.;nJr.\J,  on  the  fciiuic  of 
tngUlhrnciclunJic,  219 — Of  the  Amc- 
■ic.'.n  PicfUni:,  «.(immuucatini;  10  Otw- 
grefs  the  paiticuiwi  j  uf  the  l.ill  interview 
between  the  Aniciic.tn  mlnilkrs  and  the 
French  mitiiftcr,  267 — Of  the  D  ro^ory, 
anrwa:"«CT!i^j  tiic  tntiiincr.  of  Ficnch  troops 
intoE^vpt,  34: — Of  the  Ameiican  Pit:* 
fiklcnc.  ujx>n  :hc  return  of  General  Mar- 
Ibili  fnm  Frnr.cc,  417 — Of  the  Ameri- 
can Prci:icnt,  informing  the  Scnntc  that 
GciKral  \V.illiin^;ron  htd  accepted  the  com- 
nuMvl  of  ih^-  Am.M-ican  arniy^  436 
Mo»^»  his  fp^vch  on  prcftnting  the  treaty 
oi  peace  bet  ivccu  tne  Emperor  and  France^ 

Mttlhaufen,  republic  of,  her  treaty  of  unioi^ 
to  Franccy  iii. 
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Vof\  Ms  !ctrrr  to  the  minifler  of  p'>liir,  9 
llocc  fiom  the  Ottoman  P.inc,  rcfjiecling 
tliec^ctipj'ing:  "f  Iftiia  and  Dnhnatia  by 
xVk  Impcri.iliOs,  zy — From  tl»e  Execu- 
tive l>:rc*>'»ry  to  the  Govcinmcnt  of 
B«nc,  leqiiiripg  the  dpnrtuie  of  Mr. 
\V"icivhim  from  Swi»rcrl.ind,  117 — Of 
the  French  minuter  tf>tViC  Stnu  of  Beine, 
irqwinn^  the  difmr\T!il  of  the  ancient  ma- 
giilratoi,  12() — Of  the  ambilVi*'\oi-  Bvr- 
niio:*c  t«»  the  Emprror,  xipi«n  the  dif- 
turixiai-p  ar  Vienna,  29^ 
Nmtv.t  iffot.l  by  tlin  cornniani^rr  in  chief  in 
Ir'tinrti  rcrp«'V;n>'  the  ditUjih,.''Aes  in 
K  iJi'ir*-' and  r-»nc«.ik-d  arnu,  ^41? — to  the 
ir.h.i'»"rrint<  of  the  Qut-n's  Counry,  to 
plac-  li'.V.  if  pjrfoM^  niu'inj;  in  each  houic 
on  thr  df^>rs  of  furi>  hoxifr^,  340 — No- 
lic"  if^ii-.-d   at  I/imerrck,  u-f^ic^tin^  arms 

and    diiinrbnncps,     ^5-^ rcq'iiiinjj     ll.e 

people  ofi  Conn.ui^^fkt  ro  cuUvcr  uy  their 


arms,  351— — rrquiiing  all  pfrfoqi  m 
Dubiiu  to  reauin  wiiiiin  ilicir  ho-jf».t 
during  a  f{>ccilied  pciiody  3^4,-i-irfpect- 
ing  piKcs,  356— rcf peeling  pcriutit  iecKi* 
•din  tbe  cuuntj  of  Duvkn^  ^bx 


a 


Oath  taken  by  thf  inhabitants  of  Z-sri  '■, 
to  cilabiiih  a  C(<nlti  u:ion  with;iur  tr.:r-A 
in'.cifi'iiii-.?,  I  ;S — Form  of  <.a:h  :'■  r^* 
taiiiii  by  the  Swifs  leliJcnt  in  Rutfn,  14^ 

Ocli",  his  :cilr;  t.i  tl-^  p.op  c  of  BmL',  o.\ 
ti<e  Swif:;  rcvolurion,    i  iH 

Ouirr  of  the  KiLC(iiii\e  Dircilorv,  in  cr.- 
fiqucnce  of  tlw  ie<ul'-l  cf  ll.<.  Cif^'P'  ' 
Coiuu'il  of  Eldcisto  ratify  tht-  t:?ary  ai  :: 
FrancCy  14S— .cfpeclins  rjli.;;»p;i-»ps  ot 
money  in  Ireland,  352 — Order::  itV.i-.d  n 
lici;uiJy  to  prevent  Ikoufci  t?ein;;  fet  o-i 
fiic,  and  free  quarteis,  360— to  CdTRrl 
Tate,  prr|iara[o:y  10  his  landing  ;•*. 
Wale5|  |;2'i — of  Genet  at  B rune,  os;  :a^- 
ing  leave  of  the  army  of  Italy ,  54S 

Ottoman  Purie — Note  rcfpeflmj;  t'ne  ocrj- 
pancy  of  Iftria  and  Dalraatta  by  the  Iim« 
perioJifbi  27 
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Pariiaraentary  Papers,  551 — Tri(h  Parlia- 
ment, iifiJ. — Speech  of  the  Lord  Lieute- 
nant on  rhe  meeting  of  Parliament,  ik.f. — 
Motion  by  Eail  Moira,  for  rhe  adopiicn 
of  conciliatory  meafures,  55 j — Prutcii 
againlt  the  decifion  of  tUc  HouCe  d.i 
I^rd  Motra*s  motion,  i£/</.— Sir  Lau- 
rence Parfons's  motion  for  a  committee  t'l 
inquire  into  the  Ante  of  the  country,  iliJ. 
-—Speech  of  the  Sjvaker,  on  prcfenring 
the  fupply  bills,  554 — Lord  Glandrirr'» 
motion,  to  return  thanks  to  his  Exctl- 
lency,  5^5 — Mr.  Vandeleur's  motion, 
refpciting  orders  to  general  officers,  ihJ. — 
MclTa^e  from  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  re> 
fpeiling  the  diAurbances,  556 — Addrrfs 
of  bolh  Houfes,  in  confequmcc  of  the 
mrfTige,  557 — Mclfage  ufpcding;  the  re- 
bellion, 5  58-^Addref&,  in  confcquence  ul 
the  mefl!^,  MiW.— -Mcflagc,  informing 
Parlument  of  his  MajrAy's  mtention  :<> 
grant  a  general  pardon,  5  59— AAiielV,  in 
anf^er  to  the  nieflage,  «^io— His  Fxicl- 
Icncy's  fpeech  on  proroguing  the  Parlia- 
ment, 5M 

Britifh  Parlianvnt,  56;-— Addrefs  nf  K--;!* 
Houfei  myin  liie  nf-goriation,  'A/i/. — A- 
mendment  moved  to  rhe  adircfs  hv  Sir 
John  Sinclair,  564 — Hi>  Majefty''.  an- 
Iwer  to  thr  addreff>.  56;— Mr»tini  in  the 
Iliiufi'  of  Common?  hy  Mr.  Nichnll', 
rcfprAi  ng  (alarir«  and  f-es  w:J. — Mefl'.<-e 
from  his  Miirfty  refpefting  rhe  p^epra- 
lions  fvir  invafion  by  France,  f^;i.*lAI- 

ar:l\ 
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^cfs  of  the  Hov.fc  of  Commons,  in  con- 
ft^iicnce  of  the  mclfage,  566 — Motion 
iu  the  Houfc  of  Commons  by  Mr.  Ba- 
ker, icfprcling  the  treatment  of  French 
prifonciv,  ibut — Motion  in  the  Houfc  of 
Commons  by  Mr.  HufkiflTon,  for  the  pa- 
f<ri  irtfxrdipg  Sir  Sidney  Smith's  dcten- 

lion,     tiiJ, Motion    in  the    Houfc   of, 

I.orJi  \  J  the  Dnlvc  of  Bedford,  for  the 
oifminal  of  his  Majefty's  rniniftcrr,  567 
Pr«i:c;t  at;n'.u:\  the  decifion  of  ihc  Houfe, 
569 — Rclolution  moved  in  tlic  Houfc  of 
Lords  by  Lord  Romncy,  ibid. — Mcffagc 
i.om  h: ;  Majefty  rcfjjcifting  the  prcpara- 
tiop.j  on  the  part  of  Fr."\nce,  -.bid. — Ad- 
tiff  fs  of  the  Houfe  in  confcquciKe  of  liie 
aivj\-:  n;?lTa^c,  570 — McfL'ii;^  fioru  l;is 
Maj:l^y  ufpccftinv;  remittances  to  Ircbr.J, 
ii'id. — McUa.;c  fn.m  his  MajclK-,  fi>i  a 
luyply  to  p:ovidc  ngiinlV  emergencies,  571 
—  M.;ri.)n  in  the  Houfc  of  Coinmons  bv 
Mr.  ^h:■■iuA^,  for  a  commirtce  to  in- 
C]ui;c  iiuo  iLo  ilate  of  Irchind,  ii'id. — Ad- 
drctJ  ru  >vc3  by  Mi.  Sheridan,  for  a  ch.ir.gc 
of  mevfurrs  rcfpccflinj  Ireland,  iii^L  — 
M«^tion  in  rhc  H«)ti'c  of  L"rds  bv  the 
D'-ike<:f  I.viiiilcr,  f.>r  a  committee  toin- 
'j'Tirr  j'.v.'i  the  liatc  of  Ireland,  572 — 
MciVajr  \','.:m   hi-,    M.-.jtliy    rcfp'dting  the 
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fr.riti  1 


r'^iir.Kut'i  t.)  fcr\T  m  I:t- 


t an d ,  ;■  h  \i.  —  Add ro Cs  of  the  Hou fc  of 
Commons  '\r\  conlVqucncc  of  the  aSovc 
meti^f^c,  573 — Moti  »n  in  the  Houfc  of 
Commons  by  Lo:d  G.rorr;c  Cr.\cndilh,  f9r 
X  coa'.ini!tce  ro  ir<j'.r.'C  into  the  liiltu'b- 
".iKc-.  in  IrclAf.c,  ;?.'./. — Adircfj  moved  in 
(.ic  Houl"':  oi  1,01  Js  bv  th-:  Em  I  of  Ii«  f- 
torough  iclpiJ^^ji^  the  iKatc  of  Ireland, 
C74-  Mori  .;)  in  the  Houfc  of  J.ords  by 
the  Duke  ot  !*cdl'ord,  upon  tiic  fyikm  of 
ciiercion  ia  Ireland, //A.'. — Profefts  agaiiift 
the  dcvifio-.i  .  f  tlic  Honfc  of  Lords,  upon 
tiir  motions  rcfpcitiiv^  I'cland,  :liJ. —  His 
MajclW'j  Iptoch  to  bo'h  Houfc?,  on  rro- 
rr>;^'.'inif  the  Parliamri'.r,  {^70 — His  Ma- 
jellv's  (rvfli  to  both  Huufes,  at  the 
mo^tinr  of  pirliamrnr,  ^Sr — Addrcfs  of 
the  H«  J\V  «u  C'>inin'>n'u  in  Ci>ri(<qMencc 
nf  his  Mi'.i»y*s  fprcch,  s^^ — His  Ma- 
j'.iK'i  ant.vrr  to  the  acdrcfs,  5^5 — Ad- 
drcf;  of  the  Honfe  of  Lords,  ibd.  —  His 
M.''ci*v*s  nnlwci  to  the  addref;  of  the 
HojT^  of  Lo:ds  qS6 
Fetitiua  ..d"  tlic  Du*;  h  merch  \nts  and  fhip- 
ownoi  i  to  the  Dv.tjh  Diicit  >ry,  on  the 
Vijililc    t:catmcnt    ot"   Ticncn    privateers, 

Tjnckney,  Mr.   nppr'.inrc  1  one  of  the  Am?- 
ri>-an    ini.'.iiVr..    vj   rhc   I^ench   republic, 

Ii^.S 1  rill  ru>.^li  or.',    to     liiin,   .•7/./. --His 

rrrd^nriah,    181 T-ill   p.)wcT:,     182  — 

Letter  to  ;l:e  forci /.n  mii'.iiler,  ;nnoun- 
cing  :lu-  o'.jL^l  of  Lis  miir;oM,  18^ — Pk"'- 
jjrcf*  of  the   negotiation.,   l8.| — Lotier  to 


the  French  minifter,  109 — Lenerio^ 

French  minii^cr,  on  the  coiMiu>^fl  nf  tim 
United  States  to  France  and  of  Frojicec* 
the  United  States,  222 — Letter  to  tbe 
French  minifler,  iipon  his  reply  to  ihc 
detailed  letter  of  the  Ameiican  nuoifler^ 
399 — Inlliu£lions  ro  him,  4JO 

Proclamations Gtaeial  Buonaparte's  at 

V>nicey     refpcAing     Ottoman    liibjedbs^ 
Gieck^y  and  Albanian:,  7 — Of  Admiral 
De  Gallcs  to  his  failors,  10 — Ol  tbeCiU 
alpine  Dire^ory,  relative  to  tbe  «D.iinft>> 
nanfc  of  public  order,   13— Of  die  Exe- 
cutive Director}',  that  the  French  amnes 
be  ready   to  mardi  on  the  6th  Oitot*cr9 
22 — Of  the  Ficnch  Diicftoiy,  rcfpc^t\{ 
the   invsfion   of   F.n^land,    29 — Of    ikc 
Exccuiivc  Direfioiy,  againft   the  £ngU(k 
governnicnr,  42 — Of  Citizen   Rudler  ft* 
the  inhabitants  of  the  conquered  ccwntrici:^ 
45— Of  ihc  Executive  Diie<fiory  to  tiic 
p>e(»plc,  relative  to  tlie  loan  for  the  inva- 
lion   of  Lnjland,    59 — Of    tJ»c  B.itaviaa 
ConHitucMt  AlTciubly  to  llie  people,  70 — 
Informing   the  Verietians  thjt  Venice  i« 
to   he  united   to   tbe  Audrian  territuriei^ 
75 — Refpodtin^;  fome  dillurKaticcs  at  Vc- 
101. a,    ///</. — At  Padua,    Fefpc&tng    ^nc 
ni?inicnaiKe  of  piibic  trarnjuillity,  71 
Of  General  Schauenbourg  to  his  anny 
the   frontiers    of    Sv^i^zeiland,    that   tlx 
troops  arc  tu  make  wo  more  conqueOs,  77 
— Ot  the  povcrnor-jcne*  al  of  tne  Ma«t- 
ritius,    icfpedting    the   willies  of  Tipp«o 
Sultan,  ib'.d — Of  the  £mpcrorof  Ruflia, 
diredling  a  fleet  to  repair  to  the  Sound,  t« 
pro.cct  trade  ai^aind  the  French  DircAory, 
^3 — To  the  Batavian  people,  refpeAir^ 
the  chan;;cs  in   the  government,  8  ^ — Of 
General  Brune,  to  the   Sardinian   infur- 
gents,  9^ — At  Turin,  refpc<5ling  thfc  ie- 
figns  of    evil-minded   pcrfons,    96— —Of 
Cardinal  Doria,   on  the   approach  of  « 
French    arniy   againft   Rome,    108 — To 
the  infurgent  communes  in  i\>t  Romm 
terrirorics,  109 — Of  the  police  at  Roroc^ 
on   the  abolition   of  the  former  govern- 
ment,  I  TO — Of  General  Vial  to  the  Ro- 
mans, on  the  rumours  circnlated  againft^ 
the  French  army,  112 — Of  General  Bcr- 
thier,    rclativ?  to  rhc  cftaWiilimcnt  of  & 
republican  form  of  govornracnt  at  Rotdc, 
1 1 6 — Of  Gene  al    Schauenbourg,    deny- 
ing that  France  intends  uniting  ^wlrzei- 
land  to  the  F.ench  republic,  146 — Of  the. 
Sardinian   infurgents,    143— Of   General 
Bcrihier  to  the  Citalpincs,  on  the  nccef- 
fjty  of  a  treaty  of  alliance  with  France, 
149 — On  the  difturhances  at  Vienna,  295 
— Of    ih:    coujt  of    London,    declaring 
Genoa  to  \)c  in  a  ftatc  of  hoftility   with 
Groat  Britain,   341 — Of  the  Lord  Lie.i- 
tena.it  of  Ireland,  on  the  breaking  ot  t  *>f 
the  ic;>cHion,  347 — By  the  High   Sbe- 
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riff  nf  Tippernry,  ordering  all  emigranti 
to  return,  351 — By  the  Lord  Mayor  of 
l>.ii4\n,  rclprding  (eoirious  pcrfons  fe- 
aciert  in  'hat  city,  353 — Refpe^ting  per- 
toiis  t'ccrctcd  in  Corky  355 — Requiring 
li1>$  nf  arms  to  be  given  in,  ibid, — Invit- 
ing ihc  iufurgentt  in  Down  to  return  to 
their  allegijnce,  359 — Of  the  Wexford 
infurgents,  for  the  apprehending  of  cer- 
tain nia£;ilVrares,  360—  Of  the  French 
gcueTal,  foi  dlablifhing  a  provifional  go- 
vernment in  Connaughty  361 — Of  Ma. 
jor-gcncral  St.  John,  in  Clonmel,  invit- 
ing the  laying  afidc  the  diftinguifbing 
baJgcs  of  the  different  religious  fedts,  362 
— Of  General  Nugent,  t^(}^ — To  vari- 
e-js  inltabitants  of  Mayo,  promifing  par- 
<?on,  ibid. — Of  Buonnparte,  to  the  periple 
of  Cjiri>,  up4'n  the  motives  of  his  expe- 
ditiopy  440 — Tci  the  Pacha  of  Cairo,  444 
— Of  ;hc  Aurtrijii  j;cn£ral,  on  entering 
the  Grifon  country,  546 — -Of  the 
Fjrnc',1  giMcial  t->  l-.is  army,  refpeAing 
bv/itzojlanJ,  547 — Of  Gcnci.il  Bcguinoty 
on  flv  ri'volr  »n  ilc-  N«tlie-lnnd^,  ^^% 
Prrn.t»C(lin^5  jt  the  I'.t  I'V.  ^^'  ^1^  Diit^ory 
on  hi."  2  I  rt  Dt*."i'''i  cr,  •^*pccT»iv:»  •  he  npcn- 
|.ij»  of  a  loan  lor  rhe  inv:ihcin  •>!   tngiand^ 

Pjulii.i,  her  dcc'irntion  refpr^ir;',  the  rcf- 
ixuw  of  the  It'c  fai'k  of  -he  Ilhin"?,  315 
— }!rr  derlaiatinn  rcfj-:iting  the  demand 
<if  Fi.^ncc,  that  Ehrciihrc:lft<  in  be  dcroo- 
lifh^ii,  337 — Her  no'e  refiK-fting  the 
V.ouiui  iiy  ot  the  Rhine,  457— Her  rwtc, 
rcqiiiin:;  thiit  Mie  ifl  luJ  uf  Budc:iiv.h 
ft, .11 1  remain  to  rhe  tmpirr,  494 — Her 
;^nfwer  to  the  I'rcr.ch  note,  hi  w  Uic'.i  ll»c 
tir^catb  her  dcmnnd  rcC^K^ting  BuJciis.h. 
4<>ri — Her  note  icfprfting  the  blockade  uf 
Eliicr.breitflciny  508 
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Ral^ncir,  cnngrefs  ar— T>'cjce,  appointing 
I'l.f  C'>r?rifi  to  be  l.clfl  ;it  RaOaut,  305 
—  ("Icncra!  powcib  ro  x\q  Jr tujtiw,  of  the 
F-Tie,  307— Lcifir 'f  ihc  F.ledtor  Pa- 
1  :■.,:,  on  the  vicwri  ot"  TMncc,  30^*— 
Fi.Ti'.ce  dtrn'inds  the  houpdarv  of  tlic 
Riii'.c,  xccf — Anrvkcr  k>\  xV.r  bej^utal'um 
c#f  Ire  tmpiir,  ibi.i — 'I  lit  Fifnch  mi- 
iiifl.i*  p^rf.rt  ill  tl.cir  uim:>(td,  iiiJ, —  The 
Pciut^Hi-n  <f  the  l.n»pi»f  i.omeivc  that 
the  I'.f.unuaty  of  the  Kl.ine  will  uo\  be  in- 
fiCril  u:x>n  by  Fianve,  310 — The  French 
n.inif!  *rs  pcif:ll  in  t!-c.ir  iiiMi'.jnd.  3ll*~> 
Thc  Imputation  rciuim  r<i  l-t*  inTirmcd 
of  -11  the  fjcviticei  J(fiicd  fmrn  fhe  Em- 
pire.    312 The    Ficni.Ii    n.inlftcrs   le- 

quie  th:  crffion  nf  the  left  bank  of  the 
Rh'nc-  To  the  ha(i>  of  ihc  treaty,  nn-l  that 
ilw  inucmiiifurtions  Diould  he  granted  on 
the  li^ht  bar.ic,  313 — The  IXfutaiionof 


th«  Empire  eipRfs  a  wiTliiignefs  to  cede 
half  the  territories  on   the  Jrfc  bank  of 
the  Rhinei  314— The  French  minifien 
demand   the  ceflion  of  all  the  left  banky 
and  infift  upon  a  fp^dy  anfweri  ikd.—^ 
DecUiaiion  of  Ruflu,  on  the  ccAud  of 
the  left  bank,  3 1 5 — The  Freoch  mioif- 
teri  require  a   poutive   anfwcr  from  the 
Deputation,  whtiber  rbcy  will  accede  to 
the  bafis   propofcd,   316 — The  Deputa- 
tion confcnt  ro  cede  the    kit   bank  on 
conditionsi    317— -The  French  minifiert 
propofe  feculariaatjont  u  the  bafis  of  the 
inJemnities  for  the  lofs  of  territories  go  the 
left  bank,  ihid. — ^The  Deputarion  confent 
to   the  mode  of   fecuiarivitiomy  3iS-^ 
The  French  miniflers  refufe  to  withdnw 
the  French  troops  from  the  right  bank  of 
the  Rhine,  319 — ^The  Deputarioa  of  the 
Hmptrc  require  to  know  the  quantity  of 
the  lofles  cxpeAed  from  the  Empire,  aod 
repent  their  demand  for  the  withdrawing 
of  the  French  troops  from  the  riglu  hank, 
3  20 — llie  French  miuii^ers  demand  the 
free  navigation  of  the  Rhine,  the  (bits  of 
Kchl  and  Caflel,  the  demolifion  of  £fa- 
renbreitftcin,  and  the  transfer  of  delts  to 
thcrif;ht  bank,  321 — Condufum  of  rke 
Deputation  of  the  Empire,  in   anfotrro 
the  dennands  of  France,  323 — Tlie  Frercfa 
modify    fome  of  their  demands,  333— 
Vote  of  AuAria  on  the  demands  of  Frascc, 
refpc^iug    Kehl,  Caflel,  and  Ehrvnbreir* 
ftein,  336 — Declaration  of  PniiCa,  u^m 
the  demand  of  France,   that   Ehreobiei'- 
ftcin  be  demolifhed,  337 — PrulTian  note, 
rcfpeAing  the  boundary   of  the    RKim', 
457 — Anfwer  of  the  Deputation  of  tic 
Empire,  refpeAing  the  immediate  nnbk', 
iBid. — Note  of  the  French  minlfters,  oa 
the  iilands  of   the  Rhine,  Cafiel,  roiB- 
mercial  bridges,  nobles,  and  debts,  I'M — 
Vote  of  Auflria,  on  the  free  nanrigacioii 
of  the  Rhine,  &c.  461 — Anfwcr  of  the 
Deputation  of  the  Empire  to  the  French 
note   concerning  the   navigation   of  the 
Rhine,  Caflel,  &c.    467 — The  Depnta- 
tion  confeut  to  the  demolition  of  Ehten- 
breitllcin,   4^9 — The  French  mioii^cri 
infift  upon  the  demands  made   in  their 
laft  note,  472— Convrrfataon  refpeAing 
the  lefufal  of  the  Imperial  miniftcr  to 
ratify  the  article  in  which  the  Depura- 
tion confents  to  the  <!f  molition  of  Ehrtn- 
breirncm,47) — The  Imperial  miniAer  re- 
ceives orders  ro  confent  to  no  new  ceffions 
476 — The  French   miniftcrs  requiit  aa 
i  nil  ant  and  categorical  anfwcr  to  their  laft 
note,  ibid. — The  Deputation  of  the  Ctt- 
pire  come  to  a  condufum,  in  which  tfacv 
reiterate  their  content  to  the  denolicion  of 
Ehrenbreitftcin,  ibid.     The  Imperial  mi* 
nifler  tranfmits  the  condufum  with  rbe 
aiiicle  rcfpefli^g    Ehrcnbicltfletu  in  id 

bJt 


INDEX. 


Mit  dctlinci  giving  it  his  fan^Ion,  477— 
The  French  miniftcrs  pcifiU  in  the  dc- 
kiiands  contaitu-d  in  their  \ai\  note,  ihid. — 
The  plcnifw»teiiiiarics  of  various  courts 
piefs  the  Dcpumiion  to  accelerate  peacty 
478 — Concluium  of  the  Deputation  upon 
the  tolb  of  the  Rhine  and  debts,  479 — 
Bavarian  note,  renuiiing  the  French  to 
renounce  the  foTtilicd  pods  on  the  right 

bank,  &c.    481 Note  of    the  French 

niinifTcrs,  pcrfilHng  in  the  demand  of  the 
cellion  of  Kehl  and  Caflel,  4S2 — Notes 
from  the  Imperial  miniftcr^  contenting  to 
the  demoliiion  of  EhrenbreitAeini  483-— 
Note*  from  the  Dcpur;ition,  ceding  the 
ifland  of  Pcicrfavc,  requiring  the  rcftora- 
cion  of  Kchl  and  CaHcl,  and  the  with- 
drawing the  Fiench  troops  from  the  right 
bank,  484 — Note  of  the  Frtnch  minif* 
ters,    confcnting    to    the    demolition  of 

Kehl  and    Caflcl,    I'biii. Note  of    the 

French  mini  iters,  rrfuling  to  withdraw 
the  French  troops  fr«jm  the  right  bank, 
4S-* — Conclufum  of  the  Depuration^ 
rcfpe(fling  debts  and  eniigrniits,  requiring 
the  renu;iciition  of  the  territories  ot  Kehl 
nnd  CafTel.  and  rcirerating  their  demand, 
that  the  French  troops  on  the  right  bank 
be  withdrawn,  4S8 — Aulbian  vote,  re- 
quiring every  plncc  en  the  rii^^ht  hank  to 
remain  to  the  Empire,  493 — No'c  of 
the  French  minlftcr?,  confcnring  to  the 
rcftoration  oi"  the  territories  of  Kehl  and 
Caifcl,  on  conditions,  ioici. — Pruflian  note, 
requiring  that  the  iiT.\nd  of  Buderich  dill 
remain  to  the  Empire,  404 — Anfwer  of 
the  Frerich  minilK-i-s,  rcfutinj»  trt  accede 
to  the  requifuion  of  PrulTia,  496 — Pruf- 
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Ehrcnbrcttllcin,  c,c.y — PruiHan  no'c,  rc- 
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the  French  mihir-cv,  p;  rfiitini;  in  their 
former  demands,  ar.d  rvfulin:;  farther  con- 
cclTions.,  e;^c — Note  ;;t'  riic  French  mi- 
nifters,  rtrpf'fin;:  &.r  \f\rtt  of  the 
French  troops  n-i  •;:■-  ri^.. '.'.':  b.'.nk,  qii 
"Report  to  t.iL"  T">iiCk:torv,  ^i  ipMcliog  emi- 
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Emperor  atxi  T'lv.*-:,  ;;  t  —  To  the  Coun- 
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the  Prefulcnt  of, the  United  States,  oil 
the  proceedings  of  Catholib  officers,  15* 
— To  the  Irilh  Houfe  of  Commons^  on 
the  rebcllioni  365 — To  the  Irilh  Uoufe 
of  Lords»  on  the  fame  fubjeA,  384 — To 
the  Houfe  of  Commons,  on  the  treat- 
ment of  prifoners  of  war,  511 

Rcvcillicre  Lcpaux,  his  fpcech  on  the  treaty 
of  peace  between  the  Bmprror  and  France 
being  prefenrei*,  31 

RloU|  his  report  to  the  Council  of  T\v€ 
Hundred  on  the  treatmcat  of  Freocli 
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inhabitants  of  the  conquered  councriesy  45 
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Sardinia,  treaty  of  oiTcnfire  and  defenfive  al* 
liance  with  France,  i. 

Schauenbourg,  General,  his  proclamation  to 
his  army  on  the  frontiers  of  Switzerland^ 
that  the  troops  arc  to  make  no  more  ci-n- 
quefts,  77 — Summons  Soleure  to  fu:reri«* 
dcr,  135 — His  letter  to  the  DircAory> 
139— His  oiders  refpe£ling  a  change  of 
government  in  the  canton  of  Soleure,  14K 
— Denies  that  the  French  government  in- 
tend uniting  Switzerland  to  France,  146 
— His  proclamation  to  his  army,  refpc^- 
ing  Switzerland,  547 

Speech  of  Buonaparte,  on  the  f^le  of  tht  lit 
Vendemiaire,  14 — Of  Monge,  on  pre^ 
fenting  to  tlie  Diir^ory  the  treaty  of 
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—Of  Reveillicre  Lepaux,  on  the  treaty 
of  peace  between  the  Emperor  and  France 
being  prcfentrd,  ihiJ, — Of  the  minifter  of 
marine  to  Mr.  Swinburne^  on  his  audi- 
ence of  leave,  40 — Of  Garat,  the  French 
ambafTador  to  the  King  of  Naples,  on 
piefentiiig  his  credentials,  79 — His  fpecch 
to  the  Qiiccn  fif  Naples,  Sa — Of  Sycyes^ 
upon  piefentitig  his  credentials  to  the 
King  of  PrufTia,  90 — Of  Guillemardet^ 
ambaflador  from  the  Frrnth  republic  to 
the  King  of  Sptiir,  on  pielenring  his  cre- 
dentials, qi — His  fpeech  to  the  Queen  of 
Spain,  ibuL — Of  General  fierthier,  on 
taking  p3frelIion  of  the  Capitol  at  Rorae^ 
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Soleure^  fovereif[ii  council  of,  decree  to  de« 
f^nd  their  religion  and  liberties  againft  alt 
enemies,  izd — Summoned  by  General 
Schauenbourg,  and    forced  to  furrender^ 

Switzerland— Berne  declines  romplvmi; 
with  the  demand  for  the  departure  of  Mr. 
Wickham,  117 — Mr.  Ochs  to  the  peo- 
ple of  BtSki  on  the  Swifs  revolution,  tiS 
<*— The  people  of  the  country  near  Bafle 
require  a  rtflitution  of  rights  fiom  the 
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I)urgeflei  of  Biflc,  no — The  fovereign 
council  of  ikrnc  refolvc  to  defend  their 
coimrry,  in — AdJvcfs  of  the  minifter 
ot  the  F.ciich  republic  to  the  reuple  of 
Switzerland,  on  the  intentions  of  France, 
115 — The  ftaie  of  Berne  is  required  to 
difmifs  its  ancient  magiHrattt,  126>— 
Luceine  declares  againft  the  interference 
of  France,  1 2  7 — Colonel  de  Weifs  is  rc- 
(}uired  to  difband  his  troops,  i^/i.— -Zu* 
rich  takes  an  oath  to  eftabliih  a  confti- 
tution  without  the  intervention  of  foreign 
powers,  12S — The  fovcreign  council  of 
Soleurc  decree  to  defend  their  religion  and 
their  liberty  againft  all  e.cmies,  ibid* — 
Mr.  Wick  ham  rciiies  from  the  Swifs 
territories,  119 — Mengaud's  addrcfs  to 
the  inl.ahitant^  of  the  dependences  upon 
the  old  bilhopric  of  Bafle,  130 — The 
Bcr.tcfc  depu:  ics  addrefs  their  conllituents 
upon  the  rcvoiu: ion,  131 — The  govem- 
fnent  and  people  of  Beine  re<juire  French 
troops  to  \k-  withdrawn  ftom  their  fron- 
tie.  8,  1 34 — Soleure  is  fummoned  by  pCr 

reral  Schaucnbourg,  and  taken, -135 

^rnc  is  taken  by  Geneml  Brunc,  136 — 
Oi)eracions  of  General  Schauenbourg,  1 39 
— The  government  of  Soleure  is  changed 
by  General  Schauenbourg,  141 — Gene* 
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entertain  a  defign  of  annexing  Switzerland 
16  France,  146 — Concludes  a  tre.ity  of 
peace,  and  of  offenfivc  and  defcnfive  alli- 
ance with  F  ancc,  vii. — Decree  of  the 
Helvetic  legiflature,  that  the  French 
army  have  dcfcrved  well  of  the  repub- 
lic, 545 
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lication of  tlie  particulars  of  the  n^tisi- 
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the  ruinours  circulated  againft  the  Ficoch 
army,  111 

U. 

United  States  of  Amerio^— ^Report  to 
the  Prefidenl  on  the  proceedings  of  Spa* 
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French  republic,  184*- A  loan  itqutftd 
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drtA  An  the  cargnes  of  neqtral  fhipi»  x66 
' — Mcff.igc  from  the  Prcfidcnt,  communi- 
cating the  [>articulars  of  the  laft  inter* 
view  between  the  Americaa  miiuftarf  and  . 
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publication  of  the  particulars  of  the  ne* 
gotiation,  431  to  434 — ^Haoteval*!  ktttr 
to  Mr.  Gerry  on  the  n^otiation,  434*— 
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OBSERVATIONS  on  the  POLITICAL.STATE  of  the 
CONTINENT,  fliould  FRANCE  be  fufFcrcd  to  retain 
her  IMMENSE  ACQUISITIONS.  In  which  is  reviewed 
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tages which  ihe  will  derive  from  the  Subverfion  of  Itslljr  and  the 
Poireflion  of  Belgiunii  on  the  Return  of  Pesicfc.     3s.  6d. 

VOCABULARY  of  SEA  PHRASES  and  TERMS  of  ART 
ufed  in  SEAMANSHIP  ahd  NAVAL  ARCH rTgCTUJl^. 
In  Two  Parts.  i.  French  and  Englifh.  2^  E^ngtifti  |bd 
French.  Containing,  in  both  Languages^  all  the  Orders  ..Hi^ 
ceflary  to  be  given  in  working  a  Ship  and  carrying  on  the  Duty 
on  board,  as  well  at  Sea  as  in  Port.  The  whole  feic^led  front 
the  bed  Authorities,  and  improved  by  every  Information -^refult- 
ihg  from  long  profedlohal  Experience.  By  a  Captain  ofthc 
Eritiih  Navy.     In  a  Pocket  Volume. 

^   A  LETTER  addrelTed  to  the  GENTLEMEN  of   ENG- 
LAND and    IRELAND,    on  the   INEXPEDIENCY  of  a" 
FEDERAL  UNION  between  the  TWO  KI^fGDOMS.    By 
Sir  John  J.  W.  Jbrvis,  Barti 

A  REPLY  to  "ARGUMENTS  FOR  and  AGAINST 
AN  UNION."    By  RifcHARD  Jebb^  Efq. 

LIFE  of  CATHARINE  11.  EMPRESS  o^  RUSSIA:  an 
enlarged  Tranflation  from  the  French,  by  a  Gentleman  many 
Years  refidcnt  at  St.  Peterfburgh;  with  Seven  Portraits — viz* 
I.  The  Emprefs  Catharine — 2.  Peter  til. — 3.  Emperof  Paul— 
4.  Staniflausy  King  of  Poland — 5.  Princefs  Dafchkoff — 6. 
Prince  Potemkin — 7.  Prince  OrlofF;  and  a  cori-ed  Map  of  the 
Ruflian  Empire.  The  Second  Edition,  with  confidcrabie  Addi- 
tions.    In  Three  Volumes,     il.  4s.     Boards. 

The  Britifli  Critic,  after  beftowing  an  uniform  cpmmenda- 
tion  on  this  Work,  through  no  fewer  than  eight  pages,  clof: 
their  account  by  faying — **  Upon  an  attentive  perufal  of  theft 
<^  volumes,  we  cannot  do  otherwife  than  a<pknowledge  their 
**  merit,  and  recommend  them  as  fully  adequate  to  repay  the 
«  time  beftowcd  upon  them^  by  the  entertainment  and  informa- 
"  tion  which  they  afford.'* 
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